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A Roman Period Centaur Relief from the Temple
Mount

Gabriel Barkay and Zachi Zweig

Between 1938 and 1942 R.W. Hamilton discovered a centaur relief under the
floor of the Al-Agsa mosque. The unpublished and defaced relief served as a
paving slab in the mosque. The relief dates to the 3™ Century C.E. and
probably belonged to the pagan temple of Jupiter Capitolinus that stood in
that period upon the Temple Mount. This relief is the first Roman sculptured
item discovered within the enclosure of the Temple Mount.
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