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lra Sheskin, a geography professor from the Urrr,rW ;;;;;lifr
who ho,s done otlrcr suth colmts, will ouersee the Tltcson census.

I\umbers can shour
where aidis needed
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he local Jewish com-
munity has a big favor
to ask ofTucson-eLrea

residents over tlie next two
weeks: Please don't hang up
on telemarketers.

The Jewish Federatidn of
Southern Arizona, beginnrng
today, will undertake a fust-
ever Jewish census ofSouth-
ern Arizona, focusing on
greater Tucson.

The census wi-1] be conduct-
ed by telephone, which is why
federation officiais are asking
lbr a little extla compassion
toward those pesky calls from
marketers. They have a ran-
dom sample of10,000 phone
numbels and expect to make
contact rvith between 6,000
and 7,000 households.

"It is reaily very important.
It is the t'ust-ever comprehen-
siye study of the Jewish popu-
lalion jl this community,"
said Stuart Mellan, president
and chief executive ofrcer of
the Jewish Federation of
Southern Arizona, which is
sponsoring ttte study ifirough

;irii,;i"r.iiiui;::i,:,ll:l:,i :riiinl'j.' i;-"ii.,iLt.:ir:t"

private donations.
The callers will identify

themselves as part of the study
and will ask questions ofany-
one in the household who is
Jewish. even rf that person is
non-praoticing.

"Einding people in the iden-
tified Jewish communlty
would be easy. Part ofthe rea-
son t'or tfiis is to fmd other
Jews, notjust those who go to
synagogue, " Mellan said.

The U.S. Census doesn't ask
about religion, which means
anyone building Jewish com-
munity centers, schools, nurs-
ing homes and other services
must reiy on either private
studies or pure guesswork.

Officia]s with the federation
piace the local Jewish popula-
tion somewhere between
25,000 and 35,000, but they
stress tiat such numbers are
conjecture.

In adtiition to tallying the
number oflocal Jews, the
study is expected to give a
snapshot of that population:
where they live in the Tucson
area, howmany are winter
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GENSIIS questions such as whether peo-
ple answering the survey have
experienced anti-Semitism in

' the past year; the results can
thenbe compared.

In the cities he has surveyed,
for example, answers to the
anti-Semitism question ranged
from 11 percent to 31 peroent of
those surveyed.

Sheskin said a flnal report on
Theson's Jewish population
should be out in the fa]l.

He said his suwey methodol-
ogy has a margin of emor of
plus or minus 3.5 percentage
points.

In other communities the r+
ports have helped identify when
and where Jewish elder-care
homes and other Jewish servic-
es are needed- and in some
cases, ifthey are needed at all.

"It wil]help not only with
what to do, but what not to do,"
Sheskin said.

John Peck, senior vice presi-
dent of the Jewish Federation of
Southern Arizona, would say
only that the study is costtng
"fur excess of$100,000" but
stressed that the information
the study will provide is hvalu-
able research.

Eor more information about
the community population
study, contact the Jewish Feder-
ation ofSouthern Arizona at
577-9393 or go to its Web site at
jewishtucson.org

:^'ephanie Innps at 573-
: nne@azstarnet.corn.

Callers will ask
about incidents
of anti-Semitism
Contiruudfrom Page 81

visitors, how old they are, how
many attend synagogue and
how many intermarry wit}tpeo-
p1e of other faiths.

Rougtrly 2 percent of the
American population is Jewish.
Local ofiicials are expecting the
percentage ofJewish people liv-
ing in the greater T\rcson area
to be higher than the national
proportion, though they aren't
surebyhow much.

Ira Sheskin, an associate pro-
fessor ofgeography and region-
al studies atthe University of
Miami, wiII be in Tucson for the
next two weeks to oversee the
census polling.

Sheskin'has already complet-
ed Jewish population studies in
24 communities, including At-
lanta, Charlotte, N.C,, and
Broward County, F1a.

He is a member of the Nation-
al Technical Advisory Commit-
tee of United Jewish Communi-
ties, which completed the 1990
National Jewish Population
Survey and which is
completing a comparable 2000
'SurVeY. i a "
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