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The Alaska Trade 3uildin;, deei~ncd by J. C. Taft, Seattle architect,
wae built for J~.~e ~. Steele, a buildin~ contractor, in 1909.

The bUildiny, ie five etories on the alley, and at least three on the
Firet Avenue side. The ap~rov~d oUildin~ specifications, now preserved
by ite owner, ar e an intereeting anc enli,(,te:1ing;docuaentary of the
quantity, quality o~ ~atocill:r-.techniques and procedures employed in thE
construotion of thic bUlldin~. It is one of the firct reenforced steel,
concrete, and brick co~=erc:al buildinga in th~ vicinity of the Pike
Place Public ;·:arket.

In recent yoars gless or plastic equarss h~~e been faced over the
lower floors of the facade. :loltevcr,the prese"t ownere plen to
r enov e these and rectore the build:n" to its fine. bric:: appearance •

Because of its historic si~ificnnce, the ceattle ~entrlll Labor
Cauncil sf es",t,tfeis in the procees of' preparin,.;a co.:nnOOlorlltive
plaque to 3e placed on the facade near the entranceway.
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Abo'iginol Educa,ion [J Politico I 0 Urban Plo"ning [:1
P,.hi.torrc

~'

Engine.rinlll CI ReligiOf'l/Phi. Other (Spec")") r::J
Hi .to,i c Industry r:; JOloph,. C1

A"riculholr. '" ...."'ion [-.I Sc iene. [I
A" '-I loncllcClipe Sculptvr• U
Commerce rJ ArchjteC"ut. lJ Social/Human"
Communication, [, Llt.fO'ur. n ;'orion Xl
(O"I.''''otio" r-I Mililory r--, 1heal., (-,

Music [-I rroruporta'ion U
STATE ....ENT OF S1GNlF1C4NCE (/m:lude P.,.~.,to •• n.t ••, EYMt •• Etc.)

The bportance of thie bui i din-r ie in ite aascc Lat i on with the personalitJee
and ectivitiee and histor' of the "Seatt,e Union Record". unique in the
annals of' An:ericon labor ae tile cn l v la~or-oWt1ed caily newapa per.

The "Record" berar; as a weekly. lflC; in 1)12 Harry E. B. Ault. secretary
of th~ Contral Lobor Counci: bec~e editor; 1928. April 22, the first
labor ownee daily r.e\lepsper appoc r ed on the etreets of Seattle. Under
Ault'e lcadcrchip. circula~i~n cli~bed fr~ 5.00C to 50,000 to the high
of 112,000 in J"nuary- of 1919.

By 1921 the ",'>"cord" had OU7,crown tile quarters in the Labor Temple. The
Oontral l.abor Cn,,~d, 'On" til" 1,0,,,,] ;'Tacc lJniont: ha d bO\l;:ht tho
building at 191;.> Pint Avenue, r e acc e l e d, bO~:';!lt new e::ui!l:Jent, and
hac a responsibiJit7 o~ ~29C.COO sroee. It wae 0 difficult and a~bitious
uncerta!-::in; in t no ec t ur bu Len t '/eqrs of r.;eneral unrest, eccnoen c

instabi:itv, and vielonce.

The i~"ortance of the "~ecorc" cannot be undereE~imatec!. It was a
pC'derful voico in the co;::::mity ana ~la!ed an i"lportant role in labor
activitiea by (l) orcvidin~ :::aar.c of co=unication and rrcating a foeling
of unity in l"boT, (2) b'( ':ivir. ..; laborin:c Jen a eenee of place in the
co 'T.unity at thp. ea,oe ~i1le nctifyin~ Seattle of labor I s aeyiratione.
':'he busin09B!GCn nn~ other ;.ape:,z tJoTe vic .....:!lg Wit:l alar::! the success of
the aaily papor.

Dospite financi1! ?roble~e, internal dieaention an" dwindling advertising,
the ":lecord" s'J,..-:l'lod but the ono. was near. It cacoc with the riso to
power of ~a,e 3eck whooo ~heCTi~" 1~C phi,oeophiea of labor relaticns
di:'fered oharp:-, ~ro,,, n'· pT~::9ceC"Ore. lJnder 3eck 'e leadership, the
Centro.l !.abor .Jouncil eold the pepcr to ~9rr" Ault in 1924. Tho paper
expired in 1928.
~'1ho"'erc tht~ vooal lo~n-:: ra::H~:l18 necacl'1ted i:ith th9 "Union Record"
in ite heyday! A..,on:: t"o :.::>n:i. co,", juet Nce,; a..a:r. other a "lent on to
civic l~aderchip in the area. otneTe to world wide recogniti~n. To
noto a few: iiQr'J~': ''':-'Jormor, autnor; Jacce A. l:uncan, JDen:lber of tho
Seattle School 30ard: Fr:.>f'Joeor 1':wreca >~:"ahon, ~Tniverelty of \'laehington;
nav. S1dno.y Strom'~, ':lin1etc~-ec:l,)lar: Anna Louise Strong, author o.!'
'I Ghnnr:" ·.'lor:id~" P.O'! c~!':·'~r.t~1 livin.\ in Jhina; RobQrt !'!caketh an:.!
Robert !I':rian, S':":~'s~~~ :':it'! Jounc:!; :':arry Auli, U.S. Deputv; R. ~·I.Chapl n,
':~.1~ "'". T M .. ' ",,' .. """. u;.,,, ",+ \-" "0.- ;,,, •• ,, ,,_ • .:." '••• r" "r, .,,_

;·,'9.fjhin~ton 5te ~.e :-li(l~o!' i~q 1 Socie~V', -:'acD::13,.
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As the de signa t ed StCite Liaison Offu:rr (or lht, N.. ·

t icna l Histone Pres ervetion Act of 19h6 t Pubhc I.CiW

HQ-(ltl5). I hereby nominate thiS proper t y fur inclus ion

in the National Rett:.istt.'r and c"('rtiJy thai it has been

evaluated ac-cord ing to the cr it er ra and pruct"dlreq set

forlh hv the Nat tona l Park Serv tc e. The u·c,lnlnN·neh·d

h-ve l IIr ~iJ.:nirinlncp ()( this normnetron 10..;'

National ~ Shtt .. l.: Loce l r"l

Name /> p~t~/&cm4ArrL
~s . egaart?

Ti1l,· ~.t9L . ._._._. _
Wash inqton State Parks ;lIId
Recreation Comm iss ion

')j!L,LJJDate

I ht"tt'hv ceet ifv that this property is included in the

National Rt"lo:lstt"r.

Cllit·/. Oll,n.· 01 Ar,"ht"ul.'RY lWei Hietori e Preeervation

Date _

ATTEST:
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ALASKA TRADE BUILDING

Former Iy the Un Ion ,~ecord Bu i Iding

The Alaska Trade Building 1915-17-19 First Avenue A,A. Denny's 6 Lot 6
BI. 37, before World W"r II was the old Union Record Bui Iding, designed for
James H. Steel, owner, by J.O. Taft, Seattle Architect 1909-10.
The approved bu i Iding spec if icat ions now preserved by the owners are an in-
Iightening documentary of the milterials, techniques, and procedures employed
in the construction of one of the first re-enforced steel-concrete brick
bu l Idings in "he vicini Iy of Iho f'i1<o,'Ii:lcePub lic Markot.
Historicai Iy, the importonce of the bui Iding is not in structural or archi-
tectural merit, but by iJssoci"tion with the Seattle Union Record, its history
and the colorful personal ities tllat made it unique In the annals of American
labor, the only daily I"bor-owned news pi:lper in America.
Few people in Sei:lHle today remember the controversial colorful Union Record
or ever heard the name unti I 1%4 when t ho U of W Press published the first,
generally accepted definitive account i:lndi:lnalysis of those turbulent early
post War I vear s in Seat t I,,'s labor hi storv " a time of nat iana I econom ic in-
stabil ity, general unrost "nd violenco, a time in history coinciding with the
Iife span of the Union Record.
Robert L. Friedheim, Professor of Pol ir lc a l Science Purdue University, "The
Seattle General Strike", U of W Press, 1964, has this to say, "No analysis of
Seatr !e labor inf'he ear lv pos t-war vear s would be complete without a word
on the importi:lnt role pli:lyedby the Sei:lttlo Union Record".
Actually, the Union Record, the official organ of the Seattle Central Labor
Counc i I made its first appearance in the news paper wor Id as a sma II week Iy-
1910. Two years later Harry E.B. Ault, Secretary of the Central Labor
Counci 1 was appointed editor.
The now editor Wi:lSi:lnexparionced news piJper vei~ran. At fourteen he had
migrated from the East Coast with his f am lIy to join the Equal ity Colony at
Edison, Skagit County. At 17 he edited "Industrial Freedom" the official
organ of Equality Colony, one of a number of social ist experiments in co-
operative communal living scattered around the Puget Sound country at the
turn of the century. Under Ault's leadership the circulation cl imbed from
2,000-2,500-50,000.

;;(>-.;;<" .....

1918 encouraged by the startl ing success of the weekly and "at the insistent
demand of labor for a fair i:lndadequate presentation of its case". Apri I
19/8 saw the first labor owned dai Iy news paper in America, on the streets
cf Seattle, a complete dai Iy news pi:lperby al I major journal standards,
owned and co.vt ro llod by tho Seattle Centrill Labor Council.
Through their own di:liIy working men found (I) new Iines of communication,
(2) a new sense of identity in the community, (3) a renewed feel ing of
un ity in labor, but more important, an ins trument to inform Seatt Ie of
labor's aims and aspirations.



. ' .
. ' -;". . • Page Two

Business men and the three Seatrle newspapers viewed the soaring circu-
lation 112,000 paid subscriptions January 1919, with wi Id alarm. The war
was on.
Nov. 13, 1919 the Government se ized the Un ion Record p Iant, arrest Ing the
editor and two board members, charge - Sedition.
Nov. 20, 1919 U.S. Comrnissioner ordered the plant and records returned -
on grounds - Faulty Warrant.
Dec. 2, 1919 Judge Jererniah Neterer dismissed the case for lack of evidence.
Undaunted, three years later, having completely outgrown the quarters in the
Central Labor Ternple, plagued by internal dissention, the Central Labor
Counci I, Local and Trade Counci Is, bought the Steele Building, 1915-17-19,
First Ave. rernodeled extensively, purchased new equipment, in al I an ob-
Iigation of $290,000 gross investment, an ambitious difficult undertaking In
times not unl ike our own.
Despite financial problems, "publ ishlng for principle not for profit" proved
costly; internal dlssentions, "radical Against conservative", dwindling
advertising, the Union Record struggled on and managed to survive, but the
ond was inov itab Ie. I't COlma wi th the rise to power of Dave Beck, whose
theory and phi losophv of labor relations d ! ffered sharply from those of his
predecessors. Under his leadership the Central Counci I saw no need for a
dai Iy paper. 1928 the Seattle Union Record expired.
The importance of the Union Record, in labor history, is not based on lon-
qev itv , neither is it dlrninished by fai lure to survive the changing times.
Its very existence and participation in the struggles and aspirations of
those critical decades in America's social history entitle it to fair and
reasonable recognition.
No consideration of the Record'S history during the height of Its power
and prestige, would be complete without mention of some of the young radi-
cals who served it honestly and faithfully. Many just faded away, but there
were some who remained in Seattle to make their contributions to the social,
pol itical, economic Iife of the city for decades after the Union Record
d isappearud f rom the S(;ai'tIe scene. Among them, James A. Duncan, Seatt Ie
School Board; Theresa McMahon, U of W Faculty; Robert B. Hl-sketh, City
Counci I; '<obert Harlan, City Counci I; Frank McCaffrey, Dog Wood Press;
H.E.B. Ault, United States Deputy; Sidney Strong, Minister Congregational
Church; Ralph Chapl in, I.W.W. aU1hor-poet, who spent his last days on the
staff of the WaShington State Historical Museum - Tacoma.

Blbl iography
R.L. Friedheim - The Seattle General Strike, U of W Press
Harvey O'Connor Revolution in Seattle
Anna Lou ise Strong - I Change IvorIds
Pacific North West Quarterly July 1968
The American West Jan. 1968
Mkrofilrn Liilr',lryII(,f vi
PriviJte paper's of HiJrry E.8. Ault lin the family)

The Seattle Central Labor Counci 1- Typographical Unlo~ prepared a commemor-
ative plaque '10 be placed on the Alaska Trade Bui ld lnq , Owing to the death
of the Sponsor tho plans have been interrupted.
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ALASKA TRADE BUILDING
1915 FIRST AVENUE

SEATTLE 1, WASHINGTON

Sept. 22,1971

Ralph Rudeen,Chief
Interperetive Service
State Parks Comm.
Olympia Wn.

Dear Ralph;

Inclosed are the original prints of
the Alaska Trade Bldg.,before any
alterarions started.
Sorry they are not clear but they do
tell a story.

S~erelY

L.O.Grave

...-
1;-;\ (t ",-,;\i. "'."";"" ...'t,,.,..:.
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Faces of the/City '.. $·e~~i4.I~,\fIJ,i~'~;'1/iJ71':L/
! . A sentirri~niafiib~~l1eytofH~'·
r Union Record Building, .:,::":;:,""',

By JOHN J. REDDIN ~\<e. _ (\\o."v'c.. \"'~Q... '~~'"

f
• j

': l
i

-.I,

': James Bender, left; Harrison Kremer, center" and George Manos plaque unveiling ,.
-t.. '. . ld .' lf e- April24 1918 when It became a daily. . ..
'::' You can consider, ~ourself a young 0 ..-timer 1 you r, . .At that time; a, company was formed, the Central Lab?r
··member The Seattle Union Record. t be the ost Council taking a controlling interest, and It was operated In

, The long-defunct dally newspape~ seems 0 em ri- this manner until January I, 1925,'whenItwas taken over
.scommonly used yard~ttck ~or Seattlelte~ to ~easure.semo b the American Free Press, a corporation.in.which.Harry ',t

.. ' :ty or longevity, especially In ba~room discusslo~ when one of A~It and Saul Haas the Union 'Record's managing editor, ,L
·::-~.the·most·frequentJyasked questions lS; . ')" ~' owned most of tile~s'tock. .- -~ .- .. -"..,~,. . .-. ,.. - ~~-'-,-~:

"Do you remember the old Union. Record, 01. fyr During 'the First World War, when. Seattle shipyards
: ,Johnny·come-Iately; "Did y.ou ever. deliver the old Seatt e were running. full 'blast, the paper enjoyed. a huge circla- i

''-"Star?'' tion and wielded considerable. influence .. " .: . '." -: '~',~'::1
.:'" f' Even when, I delivered the paperIn 1926,it'stlU:was ,:.:

BOrn NEWSPAPERS have long sincedisappeared rom. colorful .. controversial and a stormy voice of ntjlltant un- .. ; .
. the Seattle scene, but both.areIondly remembered.bym~ny ionism in Seattle and the. Pacific. Northwest. And;'although, ",.j.
"old-timeSeattleites, judging from the frequency WIth which it was the training ground for many Seattle newspa~~ . .c,

' .'" . <~we hear their names mentioned. .. ' men, my most vivid memory of the green-colored' dally .;, I
Consequently, It was somewhat of a sentlment~llourney '. was its sparse and crudely drawn comics, especially an.'. '1

: -when I was invited recently to attend the unveiling .of a adventure strip entltled UMinute Movies." , .: '.; " "': "
.plaque In the foyer-at the entrance to the old Union Record . James Bender, executive secretary ottheKing C:0unty".

. . ', ';Bullding at 1915 First Av., no", renovated and ·c~lled. the .Labor Council; George Manos, secretary of the W~shIDg\On .
:' Alaska Trade Building.. .' , . . , State Council of Printing Pressmen, and ~arrlson Kr~nier,;.,
· . As a 12-year-old:youngster, I delivered the' old Union longtime tenant of the Alaska Trade BUlldlDg:and, lIke my..;·.·...
Record, and later served briefly. as an orrice boy before the self, a, former Union Record newsboy, presided at ,the::",':

:"once·proud ,bur "now: financial1y'-jnsolven~ n~wspape~ .we~,t plaque dedication.' .. I • ' " ,,' .:-- ~ j'~.
.bankrunt in 1928, .:. '.' .' Later, we· toured. the adjacent Butterworth bU1ldlng...d
· ': Although unique In the annals.of Amer!canlabor --0 the which was designed by the late John Graham, S~..;:and ",as:.i.1

.. only labor-owned daily newspaper. In the Ulllted States - !he his first ~rchitectural jo~ in S~attle aft~r .his.~:~d~.~f~~~J,;l.:
:. 'old Union' Record Building and adjoining Butterworth BuIld- from Harvard UniversIty In 1902.. .... ... .' ....." ."!':"
:Ing. at 1921.First Ay~., were a colorful. ~egment of '~eattle . The tllree-story building', plus two floors. below ground,r:l
history ... ' " . . '..... . . was built for Edgar 'R' Butterw9rth; ·founder of:Butter-,',:j

.':" •. Alas however, 'both had fallen into disrepair untilim-' worth's Famlly.Mortuary, and was the fIrst modern fune!"'l. '..'
" aginatlv~ ·owners· restored' both buildings during .recent home'in the city,'Re is generaliy credited wlth.introduclDg >]
.~years; They now .have been pr~s~rve~. for pos!enty. by the 'words "mortuary"",and "mortician'" in connecti~nj,with~: 1 '
"'being included In the National RegIstry of Historical SItes the.undertaklng business, also withownirig the flr'st.horse:i,.,
';In Washington,· D. C. . ,," "'drawn hearse north of the Columbia River,' . .,' .,r·" '.' ;l .
..... ,·Ralph D. Anderson; the architect'who ha~ dop.eso ~uch . , .. ,'" .' >:" ~
.to restore Pioneer. Square and the surroundlDgarea, gave '.' EVEN TODAY, traces of the old w';,ooen horse stalls ~~ .) .

--the"old .Unlon Record Building a fresh new facade. And the be 'seen in the building's sub-basement. '. ' '. ." . ,."y '.'
·.:Klng: County· Labor, Council has installed a bronze.piaque 'After 20.years in' this location; the Butterwor,th .mar:,:';
·-that,reads: "', . ..' '.. ' " tuary moved to its present'location at'Melrose Avenue-and';::
· ... ·.·Fonner ..headquarters and printing plant of ·The Seattle East Pine Street; The building subsequently was sold to'the "
Union Record (1918·1928)Harry E. B. Ault, editor and man- Volunteers of America who operated a·.thrift shop there until:?
ager: The .only daily labor newspaper in the U:· S., with a . the building was sold to the present owners In 1967.":....... :;';',:~
peak circulation of 112,000copies, Owned by. the Seattle Cen, '. With'rehabilitation of. the two fine, .oldbuildings; .both·,; I
tralLabor Council.affillated unions and trade councils."':" are fully occupied by quality-type tenants: i".:'·, :.':'; '. ,"i' ",.~ .., l
., . , ,,' Also, .manydelightful old artIfacts" have been' rediscov,. 1

\ ACCORDING TO OLD newspaper files.,the.Union.Rec, ered'-superb examples'. of craftsmanship jin'brlck;'stone;"
ord'was established as a.\Veekly publication in August, 1900. .woodwork. art glass (both clear and colored), .pressed 'tln; ',:
Ifstarted under a.private company, but It was soon bought ornamental plaster and' c,ustom.-~esigned..b[ass~3l)?, b[%,~,:, i
out.,by·theSen~al.Labor Coupcll which published It until; hard>yare,.:,. . ','I' .. :";' '''',':;:;': :':::':>i;"~~?::;i]
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