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Firet Avenue side,
by ite owner, are an interesting and enliziitening documentery of the
cuantity, quality of sat-~riale, techhloues and procedures employed in thae
It is one of the first reenforced steel,
concrete, and brick cozmercial buildinge in the vicinity of the Pike

Place Fublic Market,

conatruction of thic building,

lower floore of the facade,

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AMD ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE

The Alaska Trede 3uiliding, deelsned by J. C. Taft, Seatile architect,
was built for Jeuese Y, Steele, a building contractor, in 1%09.

The building is five stories on the alley, and at least three on the

The epcroved building specifications, now preserved

In recent yoars zlees or plaetic squares have been faced over the
However, the prezent ownere plan to
rezove these and reciore the bullding to ite fine bricit appearance.

Because of ite historic siznificance, the Ieattle Central Labor
Council eof-Seatt¥e 1s in the procees of preparin: a comemorative
plague to 2e vpleced on the facade near the entranceway.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Nates, Eventa, Etc.)

The i-portance of this buiidin; is in itc association wiith the personalitil
end activitiee and histor - of the "Seattie Union Record", unigue in the
annale of American labor se the cnlv labor-owned deily newspaper,

The "Record" berar as a weekly, 121C; in 1912 Herry E. B. Ault, secretary
of th: Central Lebor Council became ediior; 1218, April 22, the first
labor owned daily rrwspoeper apresred on the streets of Sea“tle., Under
Ault's lecadsrsnip, circulatisn climbed from 3,00C to 5C,000 to the high
of 112,000 in J-nuary of ivl9,

By 1321 the ":incord” had out:rown the auartors in the Labor Temple. The
Contral labor Jouncil ond the ioenl Trade Uniont had bow:ht the

building at 191y Firet Avenue, re:zodeled, bousht new e:uipient, and

hed e responsibiiitvy of 3290 ,00C grose. It wae a difficult and embitious
uncertaking in tinoee turbulent vears of zeneral unrest, economic
instability, and vielence,

The importence of the "Zecord” cannot be unidereetimated. It was a
powerful voice irn the coszunity and rlayed an important role in lsbor
activities by (i} croviding means of communication and er-ating a feeling
of unity in labor, {2) by ~ivirs laborint en a sense of place in the
cosnunity at the saze time nctifyinrm Zeattle of labor's agrirations,

The businesemen ond other napers were viewing with alara the success of
the daily vapor,

Doerite financis! problexe, internsl disseniion and dwindling edvertieing,
the "Aecord" gurvived but the end was near. It ceme with the rise to
power of Tave 3eck whops thecrics nné philoesphies of labor relations
differed pharplvy frem hie predocecsore, YUnder 3eck's leadership, the
Central labor Jouncil eold the paver to Harr» Ault in 1924, The saper
expired in 1928,

Tho were the voeal soun~ radisals agcociated with the "Union Record"

in its heyday? Anon~ the zany, som» juct faded away, others went on to
civlc leaderchip in the aree, others to worid wide recogznition, Te

note a few: Harvey T'Zonncr, autnor; James A. Zuncan, mamber of the
Scattle School 3oard: Frufageor Thereca Mo 'ahon, University of iWeehington;
fev. Sidney Strong, winister-scholer: Anna Louise Strong, author of

*I Zhanme Worldir" ami curventls living in 3hdna; Fobert Yeaketh and

Robert !lirian, Seca'tle Zity Couneil; Marry Ault, U.S, Deputv; R. ', Chaply

Ny

aarld Mnr I noel snd apthor we o lag+ . -

vashin=ton Siete Historieal! Gocietv, Tacouaa,
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ALASKA TRADE BUILDING

Formerly the Unlon Record Building

The Alaska Trade Building 1915-17-19 First Avenue A.A, Denny's 6 Lot 6
B!, 37, before World War |l was the old Union Record Building, designed for
James H. Steel, owner, by J.0. Taft, Seattle Architect (902-10.

The approved building specifications now preserved by the owners are an in-
lightening documentary of the materials, techniques, and procedures employed
in the construction of one of the first re-enforced steel-concrete brick
buildings in the vicinity of ithe Pike Place Public Market,

Historically, the importonce of the building is not in structural or archi-
tectural merit, but by association with the Seattie Union Record, its history
and the colorful perscnalitios that made It unique in the annals of American
labor, the only daily lobor-owned news paper in America.

Few people in Seattle today remember the controversial colorful Union Record
or ever heard the name until (964 when the U of W Press published the first,
generally accepted definitive account and analysis of those turbulent early
post War | years in Seattle’'s labor history, a time of national economic in-
stability, gencral unrest and viclence, a time in history coinciding with the

~life span of the Union Record.

Robert L. Friedheim, Professor of Political Science Purdue University, "The
Seattle Genaral Sirike", U of W Press, 1964, has this to say, "No analysis of
Seattle labor in the ecarly post-wor years would be complete without a word

on the important role played by the Seattle Union Record".

Actually, the Union Record, the official organ of the Seattle Central Labor
Council made its first appecarance in the news paper world as a small weekly-
1910, Two years later Harry E.B. Ault, Secretary of the Central Labor
Council was appointed editor.

The new editor was an expericnced news paper veleran, At fourteen he had
migrated from the Last Coast with his family to join the Equality Colony at
Edison, Skagit County. At 17 he edited "Industrial Freedom" the official
organ of Equality Colony, one of a number of socialist experiments in co-
operative communal living scattered around the Puget Sound country at the
turn of the century. Under Ault's leadership the circulation climbed from
2,000~§,500-50,000.

5Twon
1918 encouraged by the startling success of the weekly and "at the insistent
demand of labor for a fair ond adequate presentation of its case". April
1918 saw the first labor owned daily nows paper in America, on the sitreets
of Seattle, a complete daily news paper by all major journal standards,
cwned and controlled by the Seattle Central Labor Council.

Through their own daily working men found (1) new lines of communication,
(2) a new sense of identity in the community, (3) a renewed feeling of
unity in labor, but more important, an instrument to inform Seattle of
fabor's aims and aspirations.



Co .
e T
-

Page Two

Business men and the three Scattle ncwspapers viewed the soaring circu=
lation 112,000 paid subscriptions January 1919, with wild alarm. The war
was on.

Nov. 13, 1919 the Government seized the Union Record plant, arresting the
editor and two board members, charge - Sedition.

Nov. 20, 1919 U.S. Commissioner ordered the plant and records refurned -
on grounds - Faulty Warrant.

Dec. 2, 1919 Judge Jerecmiah Neterer dismissed the case for lack of evidence.

Undaunted, three years later, having completely outgrown the quarters in the
Central Labor Temple, plagued by internal dissention, the Central Labor
Council, Local and Trade Councils, bought the Steele Building, [g15-17-19,
First Ave. remodeled extensively, purchased new equipment, in all an ob-
ligation of $290,000 gross investment, an ambitious difficult undertaking in
times not unlike our own.

Despite financial problems, "publishing for principle not for profit" proved
costly; internal dissentions, "radical Against conservative", dwindling
advertising, the Union Record struggled on and managed fo survive, but the
end was incvitable. |1 camo with the rise to power of Dave Beck, whose
theory and philosophy of labor rclations differed sharply from those of his
predecessors. Under his leadership the Central Council gaw no need for a
daily paper. 1928 the Seattle Union Record expired.

The importance of the Union Record, in labor history, is not based on lon-
gevity, neither is it diminished by failure to survive the changing times.
l+s very existence and participation in the struggles and aspirations of
those critical decades in America's social history entitle it to fair and

reasonable recognition,

No consideration of the Record's history during the height of its power

i and prestige, would be complete without mention of some of the young radi-
cals who served it honestly and faithfully. Many just faded away, but there
were some who remained in Seattle to make their contributions to the social,

! political, economic life of the city for decades after the Union Record

E disappeared from the Scaltle scena. Among them, James A. Duncan, Seattle

§ School Board:; Theresa McMahon, U of W Faculty; Robert B. Hisketh, City

! . Council; Robert Harlan, City Council; Frank McCaffrey, Dog Wood Press;

; H.E.B. Ault, United States Deputy; Sidney Strong, Minister Congregational

’ Church; Ralph Chaplin, |.W.W. author-poet, who spent his last days on the
staff of the Washington State Historical Museum - Tacoma.

Bibliography

R.L. Friedheim - The Seatt!e General Sirike, U of W Press
Harvey O'Connor Revolution in Seattle

Anna Louise Strong - | Change Worlds
Pacific North West Quarterly July 1968
The American West Jan, 1968

Microfilm Library U of W
Private papers of Harry L.B. Ault (In the family)

The Seattle Central Labor Councli- Typographical Union prepared a commemor-
ative plaque 1o be placed on the Alaska Trade Building. Owing to the death

of the sponsor the plans have been interrupted.
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ALASKA TRADE BUILDING

1915 FIRST AVENUE

SEATTLE 1, WASHINGTON

Sept.22,1971

Ralph Rudeen,Chief
Interperetive Service
State Parks Comm.
Olympia Wn.

Dear Ralphj;

Inclosed are the original prints of
the Alaska Trade Bldg.,before any
alteratrions started.

Sorry they are not clear but they do

tell a story.
Sxerely

L.0.Grave

J—
\’C\Q wiﬁa Waras watioe
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Umon Record Home
- Named Historical Site

only daily labor newspaper, has been accepted by the keeper of records of the Histori-
. cal Sites Commission for entry in the Historical Sites Register,

- {Continved Below)
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's Only Labor Daily News

]

: o of the Daily Record, ‘it had out rown its
I MOVIN G, Pleas‘goit:‘rr "": quarters at 604 Union St. The Cent%al Labor
K H Address Council and the Local Trade Unions bought
: y +q. the building at 1915-17-19 First Ave., re.:
modeled it and bought new equipment, a..
responsibility of $290,000 gross. It was a dif. .
ficult, ambitious undertaking in those turbu-

lent years of general unrest, economic in-
stability and violence. : C

!

]

1

|

I

| .

|

: “The importance of The Record cannot be
{ underestimated. I{ was a powerful voice in -
i~ the community and played an important role -
|

i

i

|

|

|

1
|
!
l-
I
!

T

. '
/ N
! '
'

in labor activities by (1) providing means of
communication and creating a feeling of
unity in labor and (2) by giving laboring men -
a sense of place in the community at the .,
some time notifying Seattle of lahor’s as. -
pirations. The businessmen and other papers
were viewing with alarm the success of the
daily paper. . ‘ :

_$ST¥AAY M3IN

..3902 dIZONY.ALID

COVERING THE STORY of The Union Record'for which he once served as newspaper boy and
“Despite financial problems, internal loter as office boy is Johnny Reddin (ieft), now a columnist for The Seattle Times. Supplying
dissension and dwindling advertising, The infofmation following the dedication of the plaque were (from left) Secrefary James Bender
_Record survived, but the end was near.'It ' ‘of the Kl'nd County Labor Council; Harrison Kramer who is o building tenant and also « for.
P |-"came with the rise of power of Dave Beck, mer newsboy for The Record, and George Mb‘q'b\‘}! 9‘,2’9{’,, gf;fhe Washington State Council

- QIHDVLLY 138VT ILITIWOD IAVIT
12186 1195 "0AY 151 - 0087 MANNVS THL (0L TIvW

e e  ————— ————— =

whose theories and philosophies of labor re-

] \ of Pressmen. .
lations differed sharply from his predeces. ' - ; o

.
o . Stammar T : a S
| S owitogred

; To mark the event.and the spot where’
- “the Seattle Labor Council’s paper made its
mark on labor history after the first World '
War, a group of labor officials, interested -
antiquarians and plain old timers got to-

gether June 3 to dedicate a plaque on the -
building’s entrance. L .
: . “Former Headquarters and Printing
<. . Plant of The, Seattle Union Record (1918
- :1928) Harry E.B. Ault, Editor and Manager.

Undad Jephlagtleny
. Sl o h ot

. sl o Bl o
; oty rlad

A

&
' Published by the

o ) _ =L, King County Lubor

4 - . The only Daily Labor Newspaper in the U.S.,’ . : c?.:."ﬁ'f‘rﬁb%o

% - with peak Circulation of 112,000 Coples. e "7 i Working Fomilie

‘5. ' . Owned by the Seattle Central Labor Coun- ; R
;.cil.ﬁ\liﬁl‘ijate(? UnionsangleadeCltlmncgs.”h o BT : - '

v, Lloyd:Graves,-who ‘purchased the - RN T T A ST
it building :in'1939,.was_a'moving force behind. VOLUME 3 N""_MB—E# 1 : LT :

o the effort to recognize the building’s histori- - - - N L Tmrihbe an
¢+ *cal significance. He attended the brief cerei _ i?;gs 0%"518{923"9‘-‘5: leadership, the, paper
... mony, on’the unveiling and intends to ingtall <2 Y o o e
: . ur adisplayiinside the entrance with. pictures The dCt;ntral c{" a_i)o;' . Coun(:llltrsaw, httllg‘(t)r
«: "~ and’othermementos - from the heyday of TD:Pe€d lor a daily.paper. It was sold to
"""~ "The Union Record. © -~ . R Harry Ault, but the m_ids were against ;t. The .
i i2The following history.of the building 'was --Seattle Union Recordexpired in 1928, - ‘
- offered by Graves after careful research on. ."“‘Who.were some of the vocal young radi.i;
w. " the partof his wife some months.ago: i . cals associated with the Union Record in its .
» . %“The.Alaska ‘Trade. Building, 1915-17-19 hey day? The'days when it enjoyed power ,
iy -+ First. Avenue.in A.A. Denny’s 6th Addition, - prestige;. the luxury, of ownership_of build. dhn
t- - ~-Lot 6, -Block'37;*was'designed by'J.0. Taft,”" ing and-plant? Some ‘Just-faded-away “but:--'

Seattle architect, for James H. Steele the ~others went.on to civic leadership in the ‘;?:_. .

'

owner, .a_well-known ‘building contractor;
.n" 1909. The . approved. building specifica-
tions, now preserved by’ its owaer. are an
interesting, enlightening . documentary ' of
the quantity and quality of materials, tech.
- niques and procedures employed in the con--
. struction of one of the first re-enforced steel,
concrete and:brick commercial buildings -
- in the vicinity of the Pike Place Market.

" “Historically, the importance of the
building is not in its structural or architec-
tural-excellence, but in its association with

.. 'the personalities and activities and history
of the “Seattle Union Record—unique in-
the annals of American Labor as the only

. laborowned daily newspaper. No analysis
- -, of Seattle labor following-the end of World
War I would be.complete without noting the
important role played by The Seattle Union
Record. " - -

- “'Briefly, the “Record” began as a weekly.
in 1910. In 1912 Harry E. B. Ault, secretary
. of the Central Labor Council, became editor
- and in. 1918, April 22. the first labor-owned
-.daily newspaper appeared on the streets |
" - of Seattle, - . '
“Under Editor Auit’s leadership, circula- 1
tion climbed from 3,000 to 50,000, to the high
of 112,000 in January 1919, . -
« * “Three years after the first appearance

community or to worldwide recognition. . _
' “To note a few: Harvey 0’Connor, guthor'}-, . -

of Revolution in Seattle; James A. Duncan, - o h

Seattle School Board; Professor ' Theresa

McMahon, U of W; Rev. Sidney Strong, min.
ister; Scholar- Anna Lounise Strong, author :

-of I Change Worlds and currently living in . .

China; Robert Hesketh and Robert Harlan, ;| .
Seattie city councilman; Harry Ault, United A
States deputy; R. W. Chapleri, I.W.W. Port, g
author who spent his last days on the staff..’ o
-of the Washington State Historical Society i - -
in Tacoma.” S R
-Others at the ‘unveiling and the small.." - -
"party hosted by Graves included: Reinhold .-
Lowe, former president of the Labor Council b

and an original stockholder in The Union - .. .

Record; Secretary James K. Bender of the
King County Labor Council ; George Manos, <7~
secretary .of the Washington State Council i ° :

of Pressmen; Harrison Kramer, a building !
tenant and former delivery boy for The Rec. S
ord, and Johnny Reddin, Seattle Times - 5
columnist who served The Union Record N
both as paper boy and as office boy. - RN

.Kramer, who has a consulting engineer- :*
ing firm in the building, was a tenant 27
years before he learned that it was the
former home of The Union Record.
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A sen’nmenlol journey to l
~Union Record Building
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By JOHN J. REDDlN L : \
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" You can consider yourself a young old umer it ‘you re-
member The Seattle Union Record.
_'The long-defunct daily newspaper seems to be the most
‘commonly used yardstick for Seattleites to measure seniori-
"ty or longevity, especially in barroom discussmn when one of -

----_thc most-frequently asked questions js:

“Do you remember the old Union Record"” Or. for
Johnny—come-lately, “Did you ever . deliver the old Seattle

rStar':'" : ) ,

BOTH NEWSPAPERS have long since. dlsappeared from
the Seattle scene, but both arefondly remembered by many
"-old-time Seattleites, judging from the frequency with which
“ -we hear their names mentioned.

Conseqiently, it was somewhat of a sentlmental journey ,
" :when I was invited recently to attend the unveiling of a
.plaque in the foyer-at the entrance to the old Union Record
'Bmldmg at 1915 First Av now renovated and called the
Alaska Trade Building..

-As a 12-year-old-y0ungster I delwered the old Union
i Record, and later served briefly. as an office boy before the
once-proud but’now . f1nanc1ally-msolvent newspaper went
bankrunt in 1928, i :

7' Although unique in the annals of Amerlcan labor — - the'
-.only labor-owned daily newspaper-in the United States — the
.. old Union Record Building and adjoining Butterworth Build-
ling. at 192! First Ave were a, colorful segment of Seattle
history : ‘
Tt Alas, however, both had fallen mto disrepalr untrl im- :
aginauve ‘owners. restored” both buildings during recent
ears. They now have been preserved. for posterity by
being included in the Nationa! Registry of Historical Sites
:im Washington,-D. C.
Ralph D. Anderson, the architect’ who has done sa much -
to restore ‘Pioneer. Square and the surrounding ‘area, gave
~"the oid Union Record Building a fresh new facade. And the
~.King- County- Labor. Counc1l has 1nstalled a bronze plaque
“that reads:
" “Former. headquarters and prmting plant of The Seattle
'Umon Record (1918-1928) Harry E. B. Ault, editor and man-
ager. The.only daily labor _newspaper- in the U..S., with a

peak circulation of 112,000 coples Owned by, the Seattle Cen- -

_traI Labor Goum:ll afﬁhated unlons and trade counmls oS

R ACCORDING TO OLD newspaper fllES the Umon Rec-
ord'was established as a-weekiy publication in’ August, 1900.
It ‘started under a. private company, but it was soon bought
out hy ‘the- Central Labor Councnl which published it until .’
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" James, Bender, left; Harrnson Kramer, center, and George Manos wninevased plaque unvelimg

April 24, 1918, when it became a daily. '
"At that time, a company was formed, the Central Labor

Council taking a eontrollmg interest, and it was operated in ..

this manner until January 1, 1925, ‘when it was taken over

by the American Free Press a corporation.in. which Harry -

Ault and Saul Haas, the Union Record’s managing editor. )

owned most of the stock. )

Durmg the First World War, when Seattle slupyards
were running, full ‘blast, the paper en]oyed a. huge clrcla-~
tion and wielded considerable.influence.. - Lo

) Even when, I delivered the paper. in 1926 lt stil] was L
-colorful, controversial and a stormy voice of militant un-. !
ionism in Seattle and the.Pacific Northwest. And,’ although -, ‘;

. it was the training ground for many Seattle newspaper- “'
men, my most vivid memory of the green-colored: daily" l
was its sparse and crudely drawn comics, especially an, -,
adventure strip entitied “Minute Movies.”

. James Bender, executive secretary of the- King County

Labor Council;. George Manos, secretary of the Washington'.
State Council of Printing Pressmen, and Harrison Kramer, us
longtime tenant of the Alaska Trade Building: and, like My~
self, a.{former Union Record newsboy, presxded at . the
plaque dedication. -

Later, we- toured . the adjacent’ Butterworth bulldlng
which was designed by the late John Graham, Sr.,’and was;
his first architectural jOb in Seattle after his gradnatlo
from Harvard University in 1902." w

" The three-story bul]dmg, plus two floors below ground 17
was built for Edgar "R.’ Butterworth, - founder of ' Butter-
worth’s Family Mortuary, and was’the first modern funeral ©
home’in the city.’He is generally credited with mtroducmg
the ‘words “mortuary”"and *“mortician”in connecttoruthh”
the undertaking business, also with" ownirig - the flrst horse-,\
d.rawn hearse north of the Columbla Rwer. R
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. EVEN TODAY traces of the old wooden horse stalls ca.u
“be’ seen in the bu:ldmg s sub-basement. -

~ -After 20.years in' this location; the" Butterworth mor—

tuary moved to its present location at'Melrose Avenue- and

East Pine Street: The building subsequently was sold to'the

Volunteers of America who operated a'thrift shop there until °

the building was sold to the present owners in 1967, *

- With* rehabilitation of. the .two fine, Jold - bulldings both L7

g
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are fully occupied by quality-type tenants. = v 7"

" Also, .many delightful old artifacts-have been’ rediscov- 4
ered—-superb examples”.of craftsmanship ‘in -brick," stone,’ 4
‘woodwork, art glass (both clear and calored), pressed 'tin,
ornamental plaster and custom desngned brass and,bronze
hardware. : ‘ : N g
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