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PRESS RELEASE 
LOS ANGELES 1955-1985
THE BIRTH OF AN ARTISTIC 
CAPITAL
MARCH 8 - JULY 17, 06 
GALLERY 1A, LEVEL 6, 1600M2

The Centre Pompidou will be hosting a major exhibition on the artistic scene 
of Los Angeles from 1955 to 1985. There will be approximately 350 works on show
by 85 artists. Los Angeles is the first exhibition on this scale that aims 
to demonstrate the importance and specific characteristics of an artistic context 
yet to be discovered. The Los Angeles artistic scene is unique in its multiform 
nature and in its continuous renewal of aesthetics and artists. Art here is inspired
by the complexity of this “ville-monde” or megalopolis in which underground 
movements mix with popular Californian culture, with its community expression 
as with the world of its dream machines of Hollywood and Disneyland.
This exhibition retraces the history of the Los Angeles artistic scene through a
large selection of paintings, sculptures, installations, photographs, film and video,
from its appearance around the middle of the 50s to the dawn of a new generation
of artists in the middle of the 80s. 



The period 1955-1985 brought Los Angeles art to an exceptional level of development and recognition
allowing a whole generation of young artists to take off. The Los Angeles art scene asserted itself as
an alternative power to New York and a ferment of artistic creation that today intrigues artists from
all over the world. It is essential France and Europe take this opportunity to understand better
contemporary American art via this particularly fascinating, productive and largely undiscovered period.

Set out chronologically, the exhibition notably shows works of assemblage art (Kienholz, Berman,
Hammons), Pop art (Ruscha, Celmins, Foulkes), Minimalism or the “L.A. Look” (Bell, Kauffman,
McCracken), the “Light and Space” movement (Turrell, Irwin, Wheeler), Conceptual Art (Baldessari,
Huebler, Antin), Performance Art (Kaprow, Burden, McCarthy), Feminism (Chicago, B. Smith,
Rosenthal), installations (Kelley, Leavitt, Shaw), photography (Teske, Fiskin, Welling), video (Viola,
Yonemoto, Lamelas) and experimental film (Fisher, Anger, O’Neill). 

A large part of the exhibition is dedicated to internationally famous artists such as Ed Kienholz, 
Allan Kaprow, David Hockney, Ed Ruscha, James Turrell, John Baldessari, Bill Viola, Paul McCarthy,
Mike Kelley, Charles Ray, and Raymond Pettibon but this show also allows visitors to discover lesser
known artists and a particularly rich and productive, experimental environment. 
The exhibition, organized on the base of Los Angeles urbanism, offers a large selection of films and
videos shown in the cinema rooms at the Centre Pompidou.
At the same time as the Los Angeles 1955-1985 exhibition the Morphosis Agency, under the aegis 
of its founder Thom Mayne, Pritzker Prize 2004, is also exhibiting its works and recent projects 
at the Centre Pompidou. Claiming that complexity is the domain of the architect, this exhibition, 
and its catalogue, are devoted to the last ten years of the agency’s activities showing 22 projects
either currently underway or recently carried out.

Images for the press : 
www.centrepompidou.fr/presse/dossiers/losangeles.zip

PUBLICATION

ÉDITIONS DU CENTRE POMPIDOU

LOS ANGELES 1955-1985

Exhibition director: Catherine Grenier
Catalogue presented as a chronicle of creative history in Los Angeles.
Format 28 x 28cm, “20th Century” collection, 400 pages, an anthology of 400 articles, 
600 illustrations in color and in black and white.
Price: 44.90 ¤
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75191 Paris cedex 04
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00 33 (0)1 44 78 12 33

metro

Hôtel de Ville, Rambuteau

Opening hours

The exhibition runs from

March 8 to July 17 2006

Open every day

except Tuesdays and May 1

from 11am to 9pm

and Thursdays until 11pm

Admission

Single ticket 10 euros, 

reduced-price tickets: 8 euros

Valid for the day of purchase

for the Musée national d’art

moderne and all temporary

exhibitions.

Tickets may be bought online.

www.centrepompidou.fr

Reservations

FNAC ticket office and other

customary sale venues.

www.fnac.com 

0892 684 694 (0.34 cts/min)

Admission is free 

for members of the Centre

(holders of the Centre

Pompidou annual pass)

and for under 18 year olds

For further information

HANS BELLMER 

March 1 - May 22 2006
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MORPHOSIS 

March 8 - July 17 2006

Press officer

Yoann Gourmel 

01 44 78 49 87 

JAMES TURRELL 

À L’ATELIER BRANCUSI

March 8 - September 25 2006

Press officer

Anne-Marie Pereira 
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Catherine Grenier 

Chief Administrator

at the Musée national d’art

moderne

Centre Pompidou, 

responsible for Contemporary

Collections

Movie programming

Dorothée Deyries 

Philippe-Alain Michaud 

Production 

Anne Guillemet 

Research

Annalisa Rimmaudo 

Sophie Dannenmuller 

Exhibition designer / architect

Laurence Fontaine 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION AT THE SAME TIME AT THE CENTRE MANAGEMENT

THE ARTISTS 

Ader Bas Jan

Alexander Peter

Altoon John 

Anger Kenneth 

Antin Eleanor

Arnold Steven

ASCO (Willie Herrón, Harry Gamboa,

Jr., Patssi Valdez and Gronk)

Asher Michael 

Baldessari John

Bell Larry 

Bengston Billy Al 

Bereal Ed 

Berlant Tony

Berman Wallace 

Borofsky Jonathan

Buchanan Nancy

Burden Chris 

Celmins Vija

Chicago Judy 

de Cointet Guy 

Diebenkorn Richard 

Divola John 

Fisher Morgan 

Fiskin Judy 

Foulkes Llyn

Francis Sam 

Goldstein Jack 

Herms George

Hockney David 

Goode Joe

Hammons David 

Heinecken Robert 

Hopper Dennis 

Huebler Douglas

Irwin Robert 

Jackson Richard

Johnson Larry 

Kaprow Allan 

Kauffman Craig 

Kelley Mike 

Kienholz Ed 

Knight John

Lacy Suzanne

Lamelas David 

Leavitt Bill

McCarthy Paul 

McCollum Allan

McCracken John

McLaughlin John 

McMillen Michael

Mogul Susan

Montano Linda 

Moses Ed 

Mullican Matt 

Nauman Bruce 

Nordman Maria

Price Kenneth

Prina Stephen

O’Neill Patrick 

Outterbridge John 

Pettibon Raymond 

Pittman Lari 

Ray Charles 

Rosenthal Rachel

Rosler Martha

Rubins Nancy

Ruppersberg Allen 

Ruscha Ed 

Saar Betye 

Sekula Alan 

Schapiro Miriam

Shaw Jim 

Shelton Peter 

Smith Alexis

Smith Barbara T.

Teske Edmund 

Therrien Robert 

Turrell James 

Vallance Jeffrey 

Viola Bill 

Welling James 

Williams Christopher 

Yonemoto Bruce & Norman 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /CGP2000Bold
    /CGP2000Normal
    /CGPgelulesNormal
    /CGPpictosans-Normal
    /DIN-Black
    /DIN-BlackAlternate
    /DIN-Bold
    /DIN-BoldAlternate
    /DIN-Light
    /DIN-LightAlternate
    /DIN-Medium
    /DIN-MediumAlternate
    /DIN-Regular
    /DIN-RegularAlternate
    /DINEngschrift
    /DINEngschrift-Alternate
    /DINMittelschrift
    /DINMittelschrift-Alternate
    /DINNeuzeitGrotesk-BoldCond
    /DINNeuzeitGrotesk-Light
    /EuroDin-Black
    /EuroDin-Bold
    /EuroDin-Light
    /EuroDin-Medium
    /EuroDin-Regular
    /HelveticaNeue-BoldExt
    /HelveticaNeue-BoldExtObl
    /HelveticaNeue-Extended
    /HelveticaNeue-ExtendedObl
    /HelveticaNeue-ThinExt
    /HelveticaNeue-ThinExtObl
    /ItDIN-Black
    /ItDIN-Bold
    /ItDIN-Light
    /ItDIN-Medium
    /ItDIN-Regular
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /FRA <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [822.047 1190.551]
>> setpagedevice


