
Colton’s Liberty Flag 
 
Slover Mountain was named for Isaac Slover who settled on the south slope of the mountain 500 feet above 
the floor of the valley close to the Santa Ana River in 1841 or 1842.  In the late 1850’s, lime kilns were 
operating on the north and west slopes of the mountain near the base.  Later, Colton Marble and Lime 
Company opened to be succeeded by the California Marble Company.  By 1881 the California Portland 
Cement Company started manufacturing there and was one of the earliest cement plants in the U.S.  
  
Mt. Slover was one of only three places in the country granted the right to fly the flag at night when T.J. 
Fleming, Secretary and Manager of the cement plant requested and was granted permission.  The other two 
places permitted to fly the American Flag from sunrise to sunrise are over the National Capital and in 
Frederick, Maryland over the grave of Francis Scott Key, composer of the National Anthem. 
 
Thomas J. Fleming arranged for the erection of a ninety-foot steel pole on the highest point of the 
mountain, 500 feet above the valley floor.  Burro power was employed to carry the first flag pole and other 
materials up the mountain side and a flag approximately 20 feet by 30 feet was procured.  It was reported 
the flag under floodlight could be seen from a distance of forty miles. 
 
From July 5, 1917 to today, the flag of our country continues to keep a watchful eye over our beautiful San 
Bernardino Valley twenty-four hours a day.     

 
American Flag, Slover Mountain 

 


	Colton’s Liberty Flag

