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1988
• South West Access Monitoring Group formed to 

validate access courses
• Access courses nationally topical 
• Franchise approval system
• Engineering Foundation Course developed: ‘HiTech’ 

Initiative at SCAT
• Education Reform Act, loss of LEA control
• Government policy drive to increase numbers in HE
• Removal of Regional Advisory Comittee
• Strategic alliance between colleges and Polytechnic 

South West: ‘Face to face at a distance’
• New collaborative innovations:

Time tabling
Core study periods
‘Brain Train’

1989
• Merged institutions form 

Polytechnic South West
• Step change in HE in FE 

Quality Assurance processes

1990
• New curriculum areas
• Wide range of courses
• Dartmouth Royal Naval College CertHE accredited 

by Polytechnic South West
• Polytechnic South West rolling out HNDs working 

with every FEC in Devon and now Cornwall
• SCAT joins the partnership

1992
• University of Plymouth created with 

degree awarding powers
• Social Science CertHe and ‘on island’ 

teaching certificate set up in Jersey

1994
• University of Plymouth receives Queen’s 

Anniversary Prize for a highly successful 
partner network

• Increase in NHS provision
• Link with Brunel College established
• University ceases HND teaching

1995
• Combined Universities in Cornwall 

established
• First Cornwall College degree ceremony
• Validation of BSc Hons Health Studies: 

incorporating clinical modules delivered 
in NHS trusts

1998
• Truro College 

joins partnership

2000
• ‘Project 2000’ initiative:

Undergraduate degrees in 
Nursing - with delivery at 
college sites

• Award of HEFCE FDTL (3) 
SPAT project

2002
• New VC very supportive of 

HE in FE 

1987
• Formation of Polytechnic 

Continuing Education Unit
• Social Science Year 1 provided 

at Cornwall College
• Mature Students guidance 

service

1982
• Creation of the 

National Advisory 
Body

1976
• Collaboration with College of St. 

Mark and St. John: Degrees in 
Humanities and Social Policy

1986
• Devon County Council 

Access Initiative

1978
• Plymouth Polytechnic engages with PPD 

across Devon and Cornwall ‘Serving the 
Peninsula’

• The formation of collaborative degrees 
between Plymouth Polytechnic, Cornwall 
College and Somerset College

• Two post experience programmes:
DMS at Plymouth, Camborne and Exeter 
CertEd at Plymouth, Camborne and SCAT

• Scientific Illustration Degree:
Plymouth Polytechnic and Cornwall 
College

1993
• Partnership commended in 

institional audit by HEQC
1996
• The ‘Flying Faculty’ delivered 

lectures for a DipHe in Jersey

Glossary
CertEd - Certificate in Education
DipHE - Diploma of Higher Education
DMS - Diploma in Management Studies
FDTL - Fund for the Development of Teaching and Learning
HEFCE - Higher Education Funding Council for England
HELP CETL - Higher Education Learning Partnerships Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning
PPD - Personal Professional Development
SCAT - Somerset College of Arts and Technology
SPAT - Student Progression and Transfer

1984
• Deputy Director takes interest 

in progression courses from 
colleges to the Polytechnic

2003
• Rational for a new Faculty established 

from Strengths/Weaknesses 
assessment

• University of Wisconsin Colleges 
model was influential

• Proposals on:
Branding
Uniform QA approach
Support for dispersed academic 
communities

2001
• QAA report commended Universities 

collaborative activities with partner institutions
• Launch of Foundation Degrees including 

regional and national evaluation

2004
• Launch of University of Plymouth Colleges 

Faculty (UPC) including a ‘Degree on your 
doorstep’

• Development of subject fora to promote HE in 
FE research and scholarly activity

2005
• Award of the HELP CETL

2007
• New VC continues support for HE in 

FE partnerships
• Dean of UPC leaves for the Chief 

Executive role with CUC after almost 
20 years developing the Plymouth 
approach to partnerships

2008
• First UPC member of staff to 

be nominated for a National 
Teaching Fellowship

2009
• National HELP conference in 

Warwick

2006
• A QAA collaborative provision 

audit commends UPC systems

2009

UPC
Timeline

This timeline distills two key aspects of the development of UPC:
1 - Policy, structure and systems
2 - Approaches, actions and reactions
The poster is supported by a year by year commentary on the UPC story.
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