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ashar Books is continuing its mission to give Open Access to the 
world of Jewish inquiry by distributing an analysis of the philosophy 

behind Orthodox Jewish biographies by the eminent scholar Rabbi Na-
than Kamenetsky.  
 
Should history be looked at through rose-colored eyeglasses, skipping 
over misjudgments or foibles and merely reporting the positive 
achievements of Jewish leaders? Yashar Books does not believe so.  
 
There is a vast difference between the jaundiced historical perspective of 
a Graetz  and the view of Hazal and the Rishonim who took even the 
Avos to task for minor frailties. Otherwise, we could not learn from 
them. 
 
To paraphrase George Santayana, we can only learn from history if we 
study it accurately. The time has come to retell the story of Jewish his-
tory, this time with the rigorous use of historical methodologies. What 
did Jewish leaders of various eras say, as opposed to what we want 
them to have said?  
 
This is the theme behind Yashar Books’ series of biographies, beginning 
with our biography of Rabbi Israel Salanter and continuing with our 
forthcoming biography of Rabbi Joel Sirkes, “The Bach,” and future 
books. 
 
The following is an excerpt from Rabbi Nathan Kamenetsky’s foreword 
to his controversial biography of his illustrious father, Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamenetsky: The Making of a Godol. In this passage, Rabbi Kamenet-
sky discusses the issues involved in writing a biography and cites rab-
binic precedents for his approach of completely honest history. 
 
The book, The Making of a Godol, has currently been withdrawn from 
circulation and is being revised by the author. This particular excerpt 
may also be revised and, as such, does not necessarily represent the 
final view or wording of the author. Despite that, it still merits study as a 
serious contribution to Jewish scholarship. This online publication of 
the excerpt is unofficial. It is not authorized by Rabbi Kamenetsky. All 
questions regarding this release should be directed to Yashar Books.
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Books available from Yashar 
 

Rabbi Israel Salanter: Religious Ethical 
Thinker 
by Menahem G. Glenn 
 
Rabbi Israel Salanter was one of the most influential nineteenth century 
Jewish thinkers who sought to innovate the yeshiva system as well as lay 
society from within, while simultaneously warding off the modernizing 
elements of less committed Orthodoxy. This book presents an academic 
biography full of interesting tidbits of information as well as an overview 
of Salanter’s innovative ethical system. It was published once before in 
1953 but did not receive the acclaim it deserves.  

 
The Students’ Guide through the Tal-
mud  
by Zevi Hirsch Chajes, translated by Jacob Shachter 
 
Rabbi Zevi Hirsch Chajes, frequently known as “Maharatz Chayes,” wrote 
an overview of Talmudic literature and history titled Mevo Ha-Talmud. 
Long acknowledged as one of the landmarks in Rabbinic scholarship, this 
work is being republished in English for the first time in over forty years, 
more than 150 years since the work's original publication in Hebrew. The 
Student's Guide Through the Talmud dates from the illustrious author's 
later years and in it he attempts to formulate the nature, extent and au-
thority of tradition. 
 

The Right and the Good: Halakhah and 
Human Relations (Revised Edition)  
by Daniel Z. Feldman 
 
Rabbi Daniel Z. Feldman explores the vital role that the masters of Jew-
ish thought have ascribed to laws of interpersonal relations. The author 
explains—with style and grace—what Jewish law really has to say about 
ethics and human relationships. He answers the skeptics who dismiss 
halakhah as anachronistic “ritual” and gives new sense, meaning and 
relevance to traditional observance. Feldman gives a detailed, scholarly 
overview of the laws of ethics, citing a wide range of rabbinic opinions in 
a highly readable work accessible to all. 
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