Poster Session

STUDY ON THE INDONESIAN

COELACANTH IN INDONESIAN WATERS
(RESEARCH CENTRE OCEANOGRAPHY’S COOPERATION RESEARCH
PROGRAM WITH INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTION)

1V 27 BEBICERTEII RO T =5 HhRAKHTHHMA

(B EDHBAIC LS FBEMEROREME7OI L)

Djoko H. Kunarso

Head, Division Services and Information,
Research Centre for Oceanography, LIPI

YVad-H-Z7FLY
12 KRS PREZREERTH
B ERE

60

Sulawesi Sea located at the part of North Sulawesi
province, became very famous after discovered two
living coelacanth fishes (Latimeria menadoensis) were
captured off at the Manado Tua Island during the
period of September 1997 through July 1998. Since the
spectacular discovery of living coelacanth fish (Latimeria
chalumnae) trawled off at the of South Africa in 1938,
almost 10,000 kilometers away from North Sulawesi
province, Indonesia. In order to provide the scientific
knowledge in the field fisheries, an international
collaborative research program is underway with
the main objective to study the biology, behavioral,
ecological, distribution and awareness of the Indonesian
coelacanth. The research cooperation between Research
Centre for Oceanography - LIPI and international
institution on the study Indonesian coelacanth has been
conducted since 1997 until present such as:

- Period 1997 - 1998 Dr. Mark Erdmann, University
of California, Barkeley, U.S.A. The former person
to study Indonesian coelacanth in Manado, North
Sulawesi province.

- Period 1999 - 2000 Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) with others agencies in
Indonesia to organized awareness campaign to save
the Indonesian coelacanth as follows: poster, brochure,
drawing competition and calendar.

- Period 1999 Mark - Planck Institute, Seewiesen,
Germany. The Coelacanth expedition - Baruna
Jaya VIII. The mission was success to recorded two
coelacanths in the Sulawesi Sea, Central Sulawesi
province by using submersible “JAGO” in depth of 155
meters.

- Period 2004 - present Aquamarine Fukushima,
Marine Science Museum Foundation (AMF), and
Japan. Study on Biological survey in the Indonesian
coelacanth. The team survey was successfully to found
five living coelacanth fishes during the period May -
June 2006 and three living coelacanth in the period
December 2006 in Buol waters, Central Sulawesi
province and one living coelacanth fish in the period

June 2007 in Manado bay, North Sulawesi province by
using the Remotely Operation Vehicle (ROV).

Based on the study was indicated that the pattern of
coelacanth population distribution generally concentrate
in the territory of coast Sulawesi sea. Whereas,
Indonesian archipelago with over 17,000 islands and
81,000 kilometers of coastline, still have the possibility
to explore the existing of coelacanth population. It is
very important to enhancing the collaboration with
foreign institutions in the future to achieve excellent
research on the coelacanth fish, as an Indonesian’s
natural heritage is given.
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The Coelacanth, Fathom the Mystery 2007



INTRODUCTION

The Indonesian archipelago consist of 17,000
islands and 81,000km of coastline, have high
marine biodiversity of flora and fauna The
geographic position of Indonesia between two
continents Asia and Australia, two ocean Pasific
and Indian Ocean

OBJECTIVE

The main objective the research cooperation is to study the biology, behavioral, ecological, distribution and
awareness of the Indonesian coelacanth

THE INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

The research cooperation between Research Centre for Oceanography - LIPI and
International Institution

Period 1997 - 1998 Dr. Mark Erdmann, University of California, Barkeley, U.S.A.
The former person to study Indonesian coelacanth in Manado, North Sulawesi
province.

Period 1999 - 2000 Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) with others
agencies in Indonesia to organized awareness campaign to save the Indonesian
coelacanth as follows: poster, brochure, drawing competition and calendar.

Period 1999 Mark - Planck Institute, Seewiesen, Germany.

The Coelacanth expedition - Baruna Jaya VIII.

The mission was success to recorded two coelacanth in the Sulawesi sea, Central
Sulawesi province by using submersible "JAGO" in depth of 155 meters.

Period 2004 - present Aquamarine Fukushima, Marine
Science Museum Foundation (AMF), Japan. Study on
Biological survey in the Indonesian coelacanth by using
the Remotely Operation Vehicle.

The team survey was successfully to found five living
coelacanth fishes during the period May - June 2006 three
living coelacanth in the period December 2006 in Buol
waters, Central Sulawesi province one living coelacanth
fish in the period June 2007 in Manado bay, North
Sulawesi province.
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FUTURE ACTIVITY

The international cooperation between AMF, Japan, RCO LIPI and i\':
UNSRAT of study Coelacanth in Indonesia will be conduct in January C-ﬂ;
2008 in Biak and Radja Ampat, Papua
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