JOUN BitLlTLI NG COULTII

John Breitling Coulter wes born in Sun Antoiio, Texas on Kpril 27, 1091.
He was gracuated from the West Texas lillitery Acodemy in 1G1ll, and wes cormmissioncd

4n the Regular Army es a second lieutenent of Cavalry on Hovember 30, 1912,

PRAOTICHS

Mo was promoted to first lieutenent on July 1, 1916é; to captain on Iay 15,
1017; to major (temporary) on June 7, 1018; to major (permanent) on July 1, 1520;
to lieutenant colonel on August 1, 1935; to colonel (temporary) on June 26, 19415
to colonel (wermanent) on July 1, 1uh2; to brigadier generel (temporary) on

Octobor 31, 1941; to major general (temporary) on March 12, 1947,

SEXRVICE

o was fMret wesipned to Drownsville, Tuxws, with the 1t Cuvulry, woving
to Fort LicIntosh in June, 191L. As & lieutenant in Troop L., llth Cavalry, he
rarticipated in the Battle of San Ygneclo, on June 15, 1616, On June 19, 1916
he boeame Adjutunt, Fort Melntosh, Texas, and in Aupust, 1916, wus assigned us
&ide to the District Cemmander, Brigedior General William 4. Fann, Ie was

.aséigned to Cemp Wilson, Texas in Deccrber, 1916, ic went to Washington, D. C.

in February, 1917 for mustering duty and wes assigned as instructor of the
National Guard of the District of Columbia bétween larch and huzust, 1917. He

“waes again assigned as aide to Major General William &, Mann, Cormmending General,

Lond (Rainbow) Division. In that capacity he served with tho American Expedition-
ary Forces in France between Oc¢tobler, 1917 and Jaruary, 1918, when he returnsd to
the United .Stetes with General Mann for five months duty &t Governors! Island,

Lew York, :

He wes Adjutant of the 15Lth Brigade at Cemv leade, Meryland between June
and July, 1018; then joined the 808th Infantry at that post, as Battalion
Comnander, 2nd Dattalion, and again sailed for Frince with his regiment in
Aupust, 1918, where he participated in the St. llihiel operaticns. In October,
1918 he cttended the Gencral Staff College at Lengres, Pruncc, He was gradusated
in Jenuary, 1919, and assignod as Adjutant of the 159th Infantry Brigade, GUth
Division. Ho roturned to the United Stefice in July, 1919 for duty in the
Iorsonnel Brench of tho Wer Departmont General Stutf, Washington, .. C..

He wont to Fort Dow Moincw, Jowu s Syuadron Conmandor of the and Squudron
of the llth Cuvelry, botween larch and Septoember, 1021, then he enrollud in tho
Caevalry School, Fort Riley, Kinsas, from which nd¢ gradusted in June, 1922, He
was then assigned to Camp Meade, Maryland, and in August, 1622, wes assigned &s
Chicf of the Materiasl Section, Office of the Chicf of Cavalry, end later as
Executive Officer.

Ho enrolled in the Comrand and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kanses
in August, 1926 and was & distinguished graduate in the class of June, 1927. He
wes then assigned to Fort Bliss, Texts &s & Squadron Comréndor, 8th Cavalry, and
Assistant Plans and Training Officer of the First Cavalry Division.” He wus
assigned to the Board of Elections for the Department of Metugalpha, Wicaragua®
from l'zy, 1928 to December, 1928, In December, 192¢ he returncd to Fort Bliss,
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Texes for duty with the 8th Cavalry, end in July, 1929 beceme AC of S, G-3, of
tho First Cavalry Pivision. : ‘ . -

Yo enrolled in the Army War Collcge, Washington, D, C, in August, 1922,

After graduation in 1933 he entorcd the Naval Viar College, Nowport, Rhode Islund,
and was gradusted in fagust, 193l. from the scnior coursc.. Ilg then served as Chicf,
Letin Amcrican Scction, Exccutive, and Forcign Liaison Officer, Military Intclli-
gence Division, War.Departmont Gonernl Steff from August, 1934 to August, 1930.

He left Washington, D. C. in 1938, end wos assigned as Exccutive Officer,

. lith Covelry, Fort licedc, South Dakota. In’Scptomber, 1959 he was assigned to
orgenize the Arkensas Recruiting District where he served for two months and
luter prococdod to Littlo Falls, linncsote as Heedquarters Comuendant, VII Ay
Corps, und Commending Officer of Troops &t Littlc Falls, Ho rejoined the Lith
Cavalry et Fort Meadc, South Dakota in October, 1QLO and btecame Regimental
Commander in Janusry, 1941, Upon promotion to Brigadier Goneral on October 31,
1941 he was essigned to cormand the %rd Cavelry DBrigeds, 2nd Cavalry Vivision,
on December 12, 1941 he moved his brigade to Arizons, snd with the 25th and
36ath Infentry Regiments, orgenized and comrended the Southern Land Frontier
Soctor of tho Wéutirn Dufuyss Commund. In April, 1042 ho wobud ng Alde to tho
Prosident of Peru during the latter's visit to the United Staetess On April 18,
19,2 lio.was asaigrcd to comrand the 2nd Cavelry Division with stution ut Fort
Riloy, Kinsus. In-July, 1942 ho was numud Assistunt Pivision Yommundor of tho
85th (Custer) Division, o T c o Comp Shelby,
Mississippis He scrved as Ailde'to tho President of Cuba during his visit to the
United Stetes in December, 1942. In Felruery, 19l:3 he became Commanding Gencral
of the .85th Infantry Division, After mancuvers in Louisiana and in the Desert
Treining Center in Californis, he moved nis division to North Africe, vhere it
arrived in Jenuary, 19l for further training. The division moved %o Italy in
March, 19l end entorcd the line at Mipturno, Itely, as & nnit, on April 10, 190k,

On lay 11, 19!, Generel Coulter's division, on. of the first tve ell selec-
tive divisions to sec action in World Wer II, attackcd as e. part of the Fifth
Amy in Italy, successively broke through the Gustav, Dere, end Iitler Lines and,
after annihileting the Germen GLth Division and cutting up much of the 20th and
the Gocring Panzer Gronadicr Divisions, mide junction with tho Anzio. Bridgehead
forges snd ‘continued on to reach Roric ori June:l, 194, Passing rapidly through
that city, the 85th-Division pursuéd tho Germans for LO miles Dbeyond, whoere it was
relicved .on ‘Juno IO;'l9hh for rchebilitotion and rest, efter an advence of 175
milos ixn 20 duys of Ldghtdng, © In rucopuition of the Ghth Division's rocord,
Genorel Coulter wus awarded tho Distinguished Survico Licdal on Juno 18, 19&& by
General Marshall, with tho following citation:

".s Cormunding General, 85th Infantry Division, from Fubruary 21, 1943%, to

Junc ‘5, 16l);, ho led his troops on & series of brilliant advences over & hundred’
miles of - the most difficult terrain, climaxéd by their entry into Rome on June L,
1944, The outstanding accomplishments of this division in its first expcricnce
of combat, ageinst a ruthless end battle~hardened enemy, were duc primerily to
his aggressive leadership. His continucd cmphasis on rigorous, intensive training,
his indoctrinetion of his:mén with the proper mental conditioning for battle, und
his comprehensive grasp of militgry toctics proved decisive fzctors in tne grim
fighting .against the -enemy-held strong points of Colle Sen Mertino, Hill 121,
Formia, Torracina and Mount Qoraso. By thc diligent oxcreisc of his gifts of
leadership ahd .constent presunce at the front he medo o signal contrilbution to
the smashing defoot of tho cnemy's forces beforc Romo."
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Goneral Coulter's division egain entercd the line in #ugust, 194l end on

\_’/  Septomber 13, 1944 wes assigned the moein effort for the 5th Amy in the attock
of the Gothic Line. After five days of hard fighting the division captured lits.
Altuzze, Verruca, and Pretone, thercby crocking the strongly preparecd and defend- }
ed Gormon line and fought steadily forward to rcuch the northern slopes of the !
Appenines, overlooking Bologna, in Qctober, 1944, The achicvemcnts of the 80th i
Division during this period earned for it thc neme of the "Llitc Assault Divisicn) :
given it by the German I Porstroop Corps. During the atteck on the Gothic Linec, i
General Coulter wes ewarded the Silver Star Medel for gallantry in action and the
Bronzc Star Kedael for heroic achicvement.,

During the winter of 19L); the division occupicd defonsive positions on the :
II Corps Front, including the key Mt. Grande Scctor, overlooking Bologna,

On april 1%, 1945 in the Po Valley Offensive, General Coulter's division ;
was initially held in rescrve., On April 17 it ehtered the linc fto the southwest
of Bologna and with the 10th Mountsin Division, made the medin ¢ffort for the
5th Army, and, brecking through the Germen dofonses, reci:d for the Po River,
oupturing thoustnds of Gourmen prisoncrs wnd roor {nstullations inteot, Rupidly
crossing tho Po River by all available means within tho division, the 85th
Division roached Verons on #pril 26th end was the first to penctrato the Ldipge
Lino (German inner-fortress line in Italy)s In congratuleting the division for

- the sction, the Fifth Army Commender stuted: ‘

\ "Now I cen use the 85th Division to assist the other divisions in casc they
! erc uneble to bresch the linc on their fronts,"

: : On April 30, 19L5 the 85tn Division roved near Feltre, Italy and on Mey o
1 and 2, 1945, attacked the reur of the 76+th Panzer Corps rotrecting into”the :
Alps through Mas, Italy, causing the surrender of the rear encrmy division,

including the Division Commander, prior to tiac cessation of hostilities, Thcre-

aftor the 7%rd Corps, 76th Punzer Corps, and clements of the Germony 10th Army
surrendered to the civision. On orders of the Commonding General, 11 Corpe, the

right elamont of the O5th Division continucd the edvence on Moy 3, 1045;

liberated political prisoners et Logo di Breso, including Leon Blum, Martin

Niemocller, Hjalmar Schecht, Xurt von Schuschnigg, und others; cegptured -

%80,000,000 in Italisn gold; capturcd art trcasurcs from Flecrencc, Itely; oand

closed tho Bronner Pass with the lst Battalion Combat Toem of the 339th Infantry !
on Vay lith, to prevent the cxeape of German foreus to the north, Hero tho :
buttalion met clements of tho 103rd Division (which the £5th Division had provid-

ed cadre for when activated), thus elfecting a-happy completion of the mission,

For the Cothic Line and Po Valley offensives, General Coulter rogeived an ak’

Leaf Cluster to his Distinguished Sorvico Medal on May 16, 1945, with the Lfollow-

ing citaticn: .

"JOII B. COULTER, 03488, Major Gencral, United States Army, for exception- "
ally meritorious service in duty of great responsibility, frow 17 August 1944 .
to 2 Tay 1945, in Italy. General Coulter commanded the €5th Division in its
operations from the Cecina kiver tc the Arno River and Gothic Line., Later, in
the difficult cracking of this strongly held and prepared line the 85th Divisicn,
ander the exceedingly brilliant direction of General Coulter, tock Mount Altuzzo
on 18 September after a 5 day battle. This was one of the most important tactical
e features of the Gothic Line, the capture of which greatly facilitated the further
advance of the Fifth Army through the strongly defended German positions. |
Throughout winter action in the Apennines and during the victorious dklied
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offensive in the spring, Ma jor General-Coulter ably led his -troops in the
accomplishment of a vital role leading’ to the crushing defeat of German forces
in Ttaly. “hile preparing his division for its assigmment in the .offensive; he
skillfully readjusted troop dispositions, consolidated and strengthened a
vulnerable and important mountainous sector and at the same time provided all
possible facilitles for the welfare of his froops then undergoing the hardships
of mountain fighting in bitter weather. Having perfected plans for the offensive,
lajor General Coulter dircctcd his division in a emashing attack, inspiring his
men by his aggressive leadership and firm detoermination to press the attack
repidly and rolentlessly. Advancing across the Po Valley, thc &5th Infantry
Division severed the vitally important Highway 9, erosscd the Po River and con-
tinued its drive through the Adige Line, accorplishing an advance of more than
one rundred miles in a period of ten days. The brillisnt tactical skill and
inspiring lcadership of Major Gencral Coulter resulted in an extremcly vital
contribution to the victory achieved by the 15th Army Group. Enterecd lilitary
scrvice from El Paso, Texas.!

Gunoral Coulter proparcd hig division for inactivation ot Volturno, Italy
during Jue and July, 1945 and he arrived ot Coud patrick Honry, Virglnia on
fagust 25, 1945, where the 85th Division was inactivated as of August 26, 1945.

He then wag assigned to command the Infantry Replaccment Training Ccnter

at Fert jicClellan, Al-bama. ©On May 15, 1940 he was transfoerred te Fort Sam
Houston, Texas and assigned Deputy commander, Fourth Army, his present staticon,

ECCRATICNS
rdrdbubaincedetidior

vajor General Coulter has becn awarded the following decorations by his
Government and forzign nations: S

United statos:A

1. Distinguished Servico Nedal, with Oak Leafl Cluster,
2. Silver Stur Medsle ‘ )
3, Bronzc Star, for heroic achicvement.
L. loxican Campaign tedals ‘ o
L&, Cdorld Ter I Mednl, with St ihicl aad House-Argonna Campal.n Bard.
‘4. wiesraguan Scrvicc Medal (7. S. Navy) e
7. Pro-Paarl Harbor service Ribbon.
&, Europcan Theatcr Medal, with threc ¢ccmpaign starse
9, . World Wer II Victory Medale '
1C.  American Theater Ribbons -

pelpiuns
11, Order of Leopold 1T, Seccond Classe.
Ecuadgg:

12. Estrella de Aldon Calderon, Sccond Classe
-/ - MCEE
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Coulter,
\_ Mexico:
13.

Pcerus

1.

Cubeas

16,
17,

John B Cont'd

Military Merit,.

Insignia of Grand Qfficer, Order: El Sol of Perue

Ordcr of Military Merit, with white insignia, First Clese,

Crder of Saints Mauricc ond Lazarus, grade of Commandor,
Silver M.dal of Valor,

Groot sreltadng

" Honcurablc Order of thc Dath, rank of Commander.

Crezss of Officier of the Lugion of Honor.
Croix d¢ Guerre, with palm.

4R DFPARTVENT - Up to dete as of September 1940,
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