Walking the Corrieyairack Pass
A’ coiseachd Mam Choire Ghearraig

The Corrieyairack Pass crosses the Monadhliath Mountains,
connecting the two communities of Fort Augustus, in the
Great Glen to the north; and Laggan, in Badenoch to the
south. The 25 mile Pass takes you through scenic glens and
past ancient woodland to open moor and high hill, following
a historic route used by travellers for centuries.

The Corrieyairack is ideal for exploring in summer, with
short walks available at each end of the Pass.The full route
provides a more challenging experience for the hill walking
enthusiast.

Be Prepared Before You Go Bi ullaichte
Even in summer, weather conditions can be
changeable and severe along the route. Please
check the weather forecast and carry or wear
the following items:

* Warm waterproof clothing, walking boots

* Map and compass and know how to use them
* First aid kit, survival bag

* Food and water

* Watch, whistle and torch

Assess your own health and fitness against the route
distance and conditions.

In the event of an accident, only alert the Emergency
Services if self help is impossible or unrealistic. Please note
that mobile phones may not work along the route.

It is not advisable to walk this route during winter
(October to April).

For further safety advice contact the

Mountaineering Council of Scotland at:
www.mountaineering-scotland.org.uk

Local Facilities
Bothies can be found at Melgarve and Blackburn, 9 miles
apart. www.mountainbothies.org.uk

Both communities at Laggan and Fort Augustus offer a range
of facilities and services including local walks and informa-
tion on the local heritage. To find out more, contact:
www.laggan.com Community Office 01528 544383,
Tourist Office 01479 810363

www.fortaugustus.org Tourist Office 01320 366367

‘S fhiach a ghleidheé

Although the military road has been badly eroded and

damaged in places, it remains the longest surviving

stretch of Wade road in Britain, and is designated as a

Scheduled Ancient Monument of national importance.

You can help to conserve the Corrieyairack:

Please leave your vehicles before reaching the military

road. The Corrieyairack is not maintained as a public
road and is not suitable for use as one. Highland
Council will not accept responsibility for any accident
or injury caused by ignoring this warning.

Please take precautions to minimize damage when
walking on the road, such as avoiding the shortcuts
that are eroding the traverses.

Please observe the Country code.

Please take all rubbish home with you.

Please report any damage or other problems to:
Senior Archaeologist, Highland Council Tel: 01463 702502,
Email: archaeology@highland.gov.uk

Photos courtesy of: Stewart Geddes, Laurie Campbell,

The Highland Council Highland Folk Museum.
Text: Elspeth Grant.
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Travellers have used the Corrieyairack Pass as a
L summer route for centuries. This high mountain

“pass provides the shortest connection between the
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Field Marshal George Wade attributed to Johan van Diest.
Courtesy of Scottish National Portrait Gallery.

James Charles Edward Stuart by Antonia David.
Courtesy of Scottish National Portrait Gallery
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As you tread the Pass today, notice the straight

'Roman-style' lines of the road and the zig-zags where
the incline was too steep to ascend in a straight line.
Wade cut eighteen traverses into the hillside , now
reduced to |3, supported by stone and mortar walls. You
will pass some fine examples of Wade's bridges, which
have recently been restored.

Tragic Tales Sgeulachdan Muladach

Although Wade stated that his road was 'as easy and
practicable for wheeled carriages as any road in the
country', there are many dramatic accounts of travellers
crossing the Pass. Carriages were blown over, civilians
perished in blizzards and soldiers succumbed to the cold,
having over-refreshed themselves with whisky in the
Kingshouse at Garvamore. The road was blocked for
several months during the winter, and sometimes bodies

were only retrieved after the spring thaw.




The Corrieyairack was maintained as a military road

throughout the 18th century until it was handed over to
the Commission for Highland Roads and Bridges in 1814. .
However by 1818 it was superseded by a new lower level £ A8
road between Laggan and Spean Bridge. Road maintenance
ceased from 1830, although bridge repairs continued until

1850 to provide for drovers still using the route.

More recently in the 20th century, the eastern approach was tarred to Melgarve by the
local authority, and repairs carried out on some bridges by the Association for the

Protection of Rural Scotland. You will notice that some bridges have been bypassed by road
and river realignments.
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Listen out for the skylark. Birds too

have reduced in variety and number
over the last few hundred years.

A on the heather hillsides around you.This practice of 'muirburn'’

creates the best conditions for rearing grouse.

Cowberry flower
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Wetland bogs are ideal for
midges. On still summer days
these tiny flies can be a real
nuisance to walkers. Please
be prepared and take insect
repellent and a midge hood.

Woodland cover has reduced over the centuries
since the introduction of sheep and increase in deer
numbers. Passing through Glen Tarff, you will see a
remnant of ancient woodland which would once
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The Gaelic scholar Alexander MacBain from Badenoch thought
2 have extended up the hillsides, sheltering red deer.
that the name Corrieyairack was an anglicisation of the Gaelic Coire
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