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SETTING

L ‘ F Linremarkable. By design. Three bosormy
town houses joined into a sprawling
M a n s Io n o n whole, the mansion holds disereet court
on a residential block of O Street in
Washingren, DC. (You'll need o hunt
cArt its mare plagues; safe to say that 99
percent of Washingonians don’t know
thiz place exists, ) The mansion is 3 chm.
oy tem Blocks from the White House,
now this: The Mansion on O Street is a B&B unlike | and a 40-minute power walk (this s DC) |
v the Capitod—aone of whose architects, |
Alan Clark, desgrned the house in 1592
malisim has no |}|E|-;.'l..' here. Objects and artworks— | for his brosher Champ Clark, whe weould
become Speaker of the House ':]LIriII.l:

Tedidy Roosevelt’s I‘n,'xil:ln.rnrrl.',

Little do Washingtonians suspect that in their midse

sits one phantasmagoric B&B. BY JAYNE WISE

any you ve ever come across. Know this, too: Mini-
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FIRST IMPRESSION

A glorious, antic unspooling of reoms,
street will u]:-r.n:] your fondest conventional notions, mess with your | hallways, niches, staircases. A reigning

face, corner, cranny, crevice. Finallv, know this: The Mansion on O

Scenes from a mansions the popular Leg Cabin Roem {dopd sitting pretty in the Russlan Tea Reom (rightl an antique roadster (bottom),
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wnslhlllh that 1,..:|||1:||.||.'|:|I!i'.' [rairs .:I.IIE‘L""-.
amd a w :,l.|||'|,:|| af Is-e:.l.lll.ql.u,' whizkios,
Remington bronzes with dime-store
dinozaurs, Maorice 3endak fables with
Henry Kissinger tomes, [n the words of
one guest, “Gentleman’s Club to haute
bordello, there's a room here for cvery
conceit.” In the words of another guest,
“Whi needs Alice's Wonderland 3

TELLING DETAILS
Secret doors. A mirrored stair-
way that beads—nowhenz, A huge
cuckos clock hieee, an awthentic
Tiffany window there. Sixteen
J‘mphu--: A cheeky woead grome
ﬁln"-t'l' hIJI.iIJI:“‘]H."- B :II:I LK IJE
the 28 (count "emn) batheoonis,
ﬂ!'l., |'||'||.I (&L} I."r'| !I'II:IIH. !'I'C{ll- I.hH'IE
is For =ale, ﬂ'n-." ol those bath-
FOICHE= |.|.|.'1:]i." }'I:Ill'l' E'III'L'}'- Hu:. |1.
anel take it loane ].:ur:r..'.i toilet
prapeer, aml all, At least ome 1,_I||-\'_5-1.
did _|1|'.l theat II-I:-IJI-'F|1|: an cntire
sl moscan "lJbCﬂla,;‘:JI]H' leelt s gl
S |'|]I?i ﬂl'l.'l'l‘i IE EJ I :‘-:!-Jur\-:'-\.. tI'II:"
Mansion's creator and gu1c||n5
:-Fu'ril_. |'.qu-|,|.]:-1'i-.'.._=;" Mo to this uni-
orthodox thinker, “To possess things is
to have vour soul dic. [ beleeve that things
ereate images and memaories, which
bring us back to whe we are and nxdge
s toward who we could become, All
these ohjects evoked responses in me and
I want them to cvoke responses in our
muests, When guests buy an object, they
participate in the cxpericnce of being

here. And they create a space for a new |

ohject, which kecps the mansion m a
perpetual state of ereative process.”

ROOMS

Whae constitures a rocan s, like so mnech
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distributed among the
Meerrs, for guests and business ga!lu [
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riety of room combinations, depending
. =

om the guests’ noeds—fromm the drum-
bt Safart Boom, to the |!|e-:'_,.'|."||.|.'d|.1|.i.|.'
Filih Diimerisicas Szt (with il ghus-le-: o
Al [as1), Lo iz :"r1'i|.:|.~.|:||']:q:|||.1.||.'h Fawarm,
curtains Lri-:|:.|r.:n'1nl?{ui likg ::iu_'n..1| H'IIF:-.

tox thi Caorporate Suite, with an .'trtl!l.lll.'l.
statie-of-the-art office—and a bed imp-

i.:I'ﬁ:.' headboarded with fili ing r mabinets,
One of the most requested rooms is

Orientalist touches Flavor the Octagon Room
ftepl You'll find ne twa of the many bath-
rogms— here in the Log Cabin Room—alike.

the Log Cabin Reom, which, though
pricey, inchedes a ey saana-Jaowed tha
can simulate a rain forest (once you fig-
ure cal the contral |J.]:||.|.'Ji|1 aledt '-".':ihl.
full kivchen (microwave, stove, dich
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cats), large-sercen TV, and a burbling
acquearium above the bed,

HAVIGATIOHN TIP

A pompass iy Iz ||'.ur~:21:|i||¥ i1, bt «di
make mental note of major “hal lmarks"
whin n\':ln.:lrring the manvions skain ol
ha]lwn:.w. I8 eowerks rreie 200 rovimarlis 14 Find
the breakfast room for my a.m, coffee,

CAST OF CHARACTERS
“S¢c the glittery sheen on this
wall¥™ A Mansion staller is giving
me an informal tour, I8 was a
difficult effect to achieve, bt H.
(Leonards’ familiar name) knew
wwhat she wanned andd leeld fast un-
tll k= gl.r! it .h Leanards l.'l:uluﬂub.
“1 hhave such a o etlul sense of
lwwe .x||r'||l.'l|li||g shicaild] ool thar
[ ddoin™ have a clemice bur 10 sec i
Jl.'-lll-..':ll.'l.l. [ see thae :-lagc as [ s it,
then let l|1i||:5:h IIJEIEH.‘ILF

I |a|1|.r|.1| I!hl:_g.' il Her sLagc has
atracted sech star s i 5:1']-
v F.!.:lllunl.', f:..'a'l}' f":in:.l:-l:lr An-
tomin Bammderas, Melsmie Griflith,
Alec Baldwin, and Kim l"I-.L-iin:_l-:n.'r.

THE BUZZ

The Mansion’s a word-of-meuth place,
not listed in ruidebooks and nog adver-
tised , Glance at the autographed photos
amed it'= clear the word's gﬂtling argmd:
Ubher-[emaocrat |[E|.|ar:.' Clinton and
uber-Republican Bob Barr both left their
John Hancocks, The mansion hosted 2
dinner for Civil Rights icon Rosa Parks,

| and a sveet 16th do for Chelsea Clinten,

Which brings us to the Mansion’s other
nonprofit roles: It's a membership club

“for peaple wanting to effect ereative

change,” andd a museum apen for tours.

MUMEBERS

Mansion on O Seeeet, 2020 00 51, MW,
'I'ﬁ"ahliillglmi, D 2003506, H02-496- 300,
lax HO2-650547; c-rnail MansionSerels
Joom; www.crols com Smansion, 8125600,
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