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Ploase tollome 11 Be safe - plan ahead and follow any signs.

s _ Even when going out locally, it’s best to get the latest

(owntiv Code - information about where and when you can go. For
example, your rights to go onto some areas of open land
may be restricted while work is carried out, for safety

reasons, or during breeding seasons. Follow advice and
mIIIDII Church local signs, and be prepared for the unexpected.
=u ®e0s, e

Water I/O le D ‘r% “te,, Leave gates and property as you find them

-

Kids . .. tick the boxes if you see any of these :

Please respect the working life of the countryside, as our
actions can affect people’s livelihoods, our heritage, and
the safety and welfare of animals and ourselves.

Kin gfz's Lor ® Protect plants and animals and take your litter home
- We have a responsibility to protect our countryside now
A and for future generations, so make sure you don’t harm
; animals, birds, plants or trees.
[]
Keep dogs under close control
’l_!: 5 s - i
‘\'—‘ = ‘-IQ. The countryside is a great place to exercise dogs, but it’s
every owner’s duty to make sure their dog is not a danger O S ‘ 7
Swan ’— s N Drawbri dge or nuisance to farm animals, wildlife or other people. U E -A- L L E Y
| - L]

L]

Consider other people

Showing consideration and respect for other people
makes the countryside a pleasant environment for
everyone - at home, at work and at leisure.

TRAVELWISE  Before you use your car please consider the County

. Councils TraveWise campaign. Gould you waltk, bicycle, !
Discover the beauty and history of

the North Buckinghamshire

= W : .
., % D use public transport or car share? Each of these is less
environmentally damaging than a car with only one or
Countryside and its once thriving
) |_ 100 0CCUPANES.

4

industrial heritage.
The walk is approximately 13 miles

long and follows the River Great

D y ' Reeds
ragonyly Ouse between Buckingham and
[ =] Milton Keynes.
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Paths can be muddy at just about any time of
the year, so waterproof foorwear is

recommended.

This leaflet can be used in conjunction with
O.S. Explorer sheet 192 and Pathfinder sheet
1023 (Pathfinder to be replaced by Explorer
sheet 207 late 1999).

Buckingham is well supplied with public houses,
hotels, restaurants and local shops offering
refreshments throughout the week. “The Bell”
at Beachampton serves food at lunchtime and
Stony Stratford also has public houses,

restaurants and shops.

There is car parking available in Buckingham
behind the shopping centre; off the A422 near
Thornton; on the riverside at Calverton; and
near the Galleon Pub in Wolverton. In addition
there is limited parking in Stony Stratford and

in Cosgrove.

There are regular buses between Milton Keynes
Train and Bus Station and Buckingham. Trains
link Wolverton Station to Milton Keynes
Station. For Bus line enquiries Tel: 0345
382000. For train times Tel: North London
Railways 01908 370883.

The Rights of Way Service
Buckinghamshire County Council, County
Hall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP201UY
Tel:01296382171

Email: row(@buckscc.gov.uk

Milton Keynes Council, Civic Offices,
1 Saxon Gate, Milton Keynes.
MK9 3HG. Tel. 01908 691691

Milton Keynes Parks Trust,

Campbell Park Pavilion, 1300 Silbury Boulevard,
Campbell Park, Milton Keynes. MK9 4AD.

Tel. 61908 233600

BBONT, 3 Church Cowley Road, Rose Hill,
Oxford. OX4 3JR. Tel. 01865 775476.

The Buckingham Canal Society is actively
campaigning for restoration of the Canal
between Buckinigham and Gosgrove. It is also
compiling an archive.containing photographs,
documeénts ete- and isrecoding the history
from people who rememberthe canal in its
working days. Further information about the
Society's activities can be obtained from Steve

Morley Tel : 01908 520090.




Discover the beauty, history and industral History of the
heritage of the North Buckinghamshire Buckingham
Countryside. This leafler describes the first Arm

section of the Quse Valley Walk, beginning in
Buckingham town centre and ending ac the
Grand Union Canal at Cosgrove. The route

can be walked in either direction.

The walk is approximately 13 miles long. It
follows the original towpath of the now
disused Buckmgham Canal out to Themten,
a distance of appmﬁmatcly 4 miles. It then
follews foorpaths Lh,rm;i'gh the attractive
villages of Beachifptona
before rcachinéi:lﬁ. il
walk, the Grand Um;nJ t.:.‘.ana] and the North
Bucks Way.

Calverton

':»iﬁeynss nverside

Alzo linked to this route are the
Thornbrough and Calverton Circular Walks.
Further information on these routss and
many others throughout the county can be
nbrained from Buckingham and Milton
Keynes Tourist Information Centres and
from the Rights of Way Section (ses

information section).,

The canal arms to Qid Stratford and
Buckinghapﬁﬁ;é-bﬁﬂﬁlas part of the Grand

werce promoted and

£rolp of business
men and ﬁnanﬁen chudmg the Marguis of

Junction scheme,
funded in the lB?ﬂ’

Buckingham.

An arm from Cosgrove on the Grand
Junction Canal, (now known as the Grand
Union}, led to Old Stratford where goods
could be transported to and from the main
north/south highway, Watling Street, The

arm from Old Setratford 1o Buckingham was

opened with much ceremony on May 1st

1801.

The original Buckingham Wharf was
someway 10 the eas: of the town centre
where the ruined canal cotrages still remain
[in 1926). Later the canal wharf was
extended nearer the centre of Buckingham.
The canal transparted fuel, stone and
manufacturing produces into the area. This
enzbled the turnpike trustees which
managed the old toll roads in and out of
Buckingham to import better qualicy stone
for road surfacing. Welsh slate alse began te
replace the local tiles SS the: normal roofing
maternial, the lasgﬂr we.{sh slaccs enabled
builders ra msmmtmﬂfs wlth a shallower
picch. In tum tha eanal was used o
transpart agr.r:u]wral preduce to London.
This high level of trade on the canal was

maintained for almosc 50 years.




The development of the Blerchley o
Banbury railway, which passed through
Buckingham {opened in 1830), resulted in a
gradual loss of trade. This was increased
with the silting up of the canal. The lasc full
foad was carried down the canal in 1888 and

by 1900 all trade to and from Buckingham by

canal had ceased, Trade continued to Maids

Moreton Mill until the 1930s.

The River

(rrear (Muse

The river hcgans_;mgﬁw@ty norch west of
Buckingham aﬁ%ﬁ;gﬁl:k approximately
200 miles bc&wm f

ey
Wash.

Tt e sea at The

Rivers have always been a focus of life and
industry, providing power for mills, a source
of food and a water supply for animals and

people.

The Ouse was also the water supply for the
Buckingham Canal keﬁping it at a constant
level. Unfortunatly: gﬂg faster moving river

water entcrcd“fﬁ&&‘]m g canal all the
e s C’

ﬂm‘dmpped
causing the caua] to graduslly silt up and

sediment hcld‘g“

eventually to become blocked.

lls
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T Ol W Covtages The Houte : I: The walk begins in rhe cencre af i Mawds Moreron Mill wes located in front
Buckingham and leads out along the High of the now named C0d Mill House, taking
Street power from the river and then tansportng
pmducs down the Buckingham Arm o the
2: The Grand Junction pub off the High Grand Union Canal.

Street 5 named after the Grand Juncrion

Canal, the original name for the Grand §r BROMT Marure Reserve: On this sice you
Union Canal which the Buckingham Arm will find the ]u_t_r paming lock on the canal

in Eu::lr.ingh.amﬁﬁfil: u kesp your eves
. Sl
apen yow will Hﬁfﬁe‘ﬂmdﬂm on the side
i
of the towpath. T'J'h.ghnwu the distance
away from Svony Stracford Wha! where the
Buckingham Arm begins. This area of the

. . f Joing.

mr Farm /
‘-.___‘_h

canal 1% a haven for wildlife of all

descriprions. The ponde provide a sheliered

aquaric home FoF fropgs, $008s and colourful
hese ponds may
look shallow, but the sediment which has
built wp in the canal bed is very deep 5o do

oL ATLEMPL 1D ENUET thie warer

9: Cattleford Bridge: Take care at this paint.
Unlike when the canal was oniginally built,
the craffic now using this reed moves much

faster. Alongside the moad 15 a small agueduce

Y

—— 'L which ongmalty allowed che canal to pasa
ome

qr”“"ﬂ"

I:_;:I Cirpaew Cogrpriphe. AL rights reserted
Buebinghamobive Counry Cowar! LA DT848T 034

; Lartle Hill Bagem
over Carrleford Brook.
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Winymuarking -

This l=aflet deseribes the walk from
Buckingham o Milton Keynes, but it can be

wilked from either direction.

The route is waymarked at every gace and
major change in direction with © Cuse Valley
Wallk” Disks.

You may sez other waymarkers on the walk :

Yeflow arrows for foolpaths

%\i‘r\h Blie arrows for bridieways

P Yy UV Oy VEYrvH-

Red amows for brways

J: As you follow the road out of the town
you will ss¢ Wharf House and the entrance
tg the later Whart., Very lictle still remaing of
the wharf except one or two of the original

buiidings.

#: On the hdj,mdﬁhwpﬂggb]c to see the
AL s

ruins of th@éngt[_wlmrfcuwg&. This was the
ariginal wharf before it later was moved in to

the town.

»! Cross the Buckingham Ring Road and
follow the waymarkers down the canal. The
traffic on this roed can be fast maving,
sa take care. In the 19705 Bricish
Waterways sold the canal o its neighbouring
farmers. This has resulted 1n some sections
of the canzl being filled in or ploughed up

and used for growing crops.

6 Lock Cottage: This is one of the original
lock keepers' cortages, Until relatively
recently the lock was still in che front
garden, bur when the building was extended

it was filled in.

. B J
I/

70); Bridge 18: this is the only stone canal

bridge left in Buckinghamshire and it is

s TR 42

coordinated by the “Bu&?ﬁiﬁam Canal
Society™ with assistance from the “WaterWay

Recovery Group™,
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o 5 mile ITmile  Qld Seracford j

Calverton

Here you have a ehoice, you can either follow

the river a0 join the Grand Union Canal at
the Iron Trunk or you can rejoin the roure of
the Buckingham Canal and follaw it to s
origin on the Grand Union Canal ae

Cosgrove, Morthamptonshire.

I4: The Buckingham Arm originally used 2
cunnel wnder Waeling Streee ar the cross
roads in Stony Scratford. Iv joined the
Srratford Arm ar the Old Whar and then

contnued o Cosgrove.
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11: Thornton Cnlleg&mnﬂe geen on the 15: The Grand union canal was opened in

hﬂnk&ﬂfﬂm dvier ¢ 1.4 carkialic convent, stages berween 1793 and 1805, The canal
and quice ..:'l "hanting sounds of provided an impoerant link beeween London
ard along che valley. and Birmingharm which helped the induseriz]

revolution transform Bricain. In 1994 the

. I2: The Riverside Walk is managed by the Grand Union Canal Walk was launched
Milton Keynes Parks Trust. As you walk, providing a 145 mile long distance walk. For
keep your eves open for the many birds, further information conrace @ British
mammals and insects which thrive in this Waterways on 01442 §25938.
riverside corridor. ot

I6: The Canal crosses the River Great Ouse

(N

132 Stony Stracford is built on the Roman on the Iron Trunk, a fine example of

Road of *Warling Sceeet”. The village is victorian engincering, The aqueduct was

siceped with history and is well worth a opened in 1811 o replace a stone built 2
closervisir, structure which was builc in 1803 and ’

collapsed two vears later,

w 17: The Morth Htx:k.;%y was SeL up in
| Y| ¥

™ Y

Seomy Siratford was snce an important coacking 1972 by the RamblersiAssociation. The

stp on ohe matn road 1o and from Londen. It & route is 35 mi] an - .Iinks the Chilterns

told that the rwo oldest coaching s, “The Cock™ to north Milwon Keynés 2 [;.e:aﬂet on this

and "The Bull", were where iocal people would route is avsi!at;e; o Bucks County Council
garther o fhear alf the gosiip from Lowdon, but (see informartion sm:nn‘l. =
wfortinarely by the time the story reached the &
otfer fen & huad beem elaborared so muck thar the

sory e werecogniseil, this i the origin of the

"Gk ang Bulf Srory™
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