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Newgate
Conservation Area Character Summary

This conservation area summary of character identifies key characteristics of the area and particular
planning considerations.

In the City of London the present urban form and character has evolved through many centuries and is the
product of numerous influences and interventions: the character and sense of place is hence unique to that
area, contributing at the same time to the wider character of the City. It is inevitable that the present knowledge
and information is incomplete, and in the interests of brevity only the principal characteristics of the area
are identified here. A more comprehensive appreciation of history and character of the City of London and
the nature of conservation area character (with particular reference to the City) are addressed in
Conservation Areas in the City of London, A General Introduction to their Character.

Each conservation area character summary should be read in conjunction with the General Introduction to
enable a potential appreciation of any matters of possible importance in relation to any building, site, street
or area. The role of such elements in the character and appearance of any area within the City of London
will vary, and will be appraised in the light of particular proposals for alteration, extension or development.
It is prepared in the light of national legislation, policy and advice provided in particular by the Planning
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and PPG 15 Planning and the Historic Environment
1994, and planning policies for the City of London contained in the City of London Unitary
Development Plan 1994.
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Newgate

Location and Boundaries

Newgate Conservation Area centres upon the junction
of Newgate Street, Holborn Viaduct, Giltspur Street
and Old Bailey. A focal point of historical importance
in its own right, it forms the setting for two buildings
of major significance in this part of the City, the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre without Newgate and
the Central Criminal Court. It is bounded to the west
by Cock Lane and Snow Hill, the property boundary
of 1-10 Holborn Viaduct, Green Arbour Court
and includes part of the properties at 16/17 and
20 Old Bailey. At this point the boundary runs east
crossing Old Bailey to include part of the Central
Criminal Court and then north to Newgate Street,
where it follows the latter to the eastern edge of
1067113 Newgate Street. From here it returns west to
include the buildings fronting Newgate Street and
then north across the GPO yard to the boundary of
St Bartholomew's Hospital. The boundary then
continues west, crossing Giltspur Street to include
8/9 Giltspur Street and the rear of the properties
behind the Church, and then to the rear of the
buildings fronting Snow Hill, returning again to
Cock Lane.

Newgate shares its northern boundary with Smithfield
Conservation Area and is close to the conservation
areas of Ludgate Hill and Postman's Park to the south
and east respectively. Newgate Conservation Area lies
largely within the Ward of Farringdon Without and
includes part of the Ward of Farringdon Within.

Designation
Snow Hill

This conservation area was initially designated in
December 1981. The boundary was altered in 1991 to
include 106-117 on the north side of Newgate Street,
and was modified to include only the front section of
the newly developed 20 Old Bailey.

Newgate Street Giltspur Street & Old Bailey



Area Character

Newgate & Greyfriars' Priory mid 16th century
HW Brewer 1895

Roman City Wall & Bastion north of Newgate Street MUSEUM OF LONDON
ARCHAEOLOGY SERVICE

Historical Evolution and Key Features

The historical strategic importance of the area, and
many of the subsequent influences upon its physical
form, derive from its situation on one of the two
earliest routes west from the Roman city, at what
became known as New Gate in the City Wall.
To the west the natural topography of the valley of the
Fleet River and its early crossing point at the bottom of
Snow Hill, together with its position just outside the
City wall, conditioned the role, activities and the
evolution of this area.

Newgate's history principally centres upon the use of
three sites. The gate and gatehouse, with extensions
and later buildings, was to become a prison with
adjacent sessions court, the Franciscan Friary of
Greyfriars, with the later use of the buildings and site
by Christ's Hospital school and latterly the Post Office,
and the long-standing influence of the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre just outside the Wall. Much of the
special character of the area derives from its history and
the continuity inherent in the evolution of these sites
and their role in the City and in London.

This was the western extent of the Roman settlement.
The north-western corner of the City Wall, where it
turns south towards the river, is preserved beneath
the Post Office yard as part of the Roman wall with
medieval ragstone and tile bastion. The name Old
Bailey refers to early outworks beyond the wall and
seems to have existed in name from c.1166; the current
alignment of the site of the Central Criminal Court
reflects an evolution in role from gateway in the wall to
penal institution and court. Newgate was constructed
C.200AD as a twin gatehouse serving separate
carriageways and flanked by square guard houses.
The best known of the City gates, it is likely to have
existed as a free-standing structure prior to the
construction of the Wall. A Roman cemetery, to the
south of the gate, was found to predate the Wall.
A late 2nd century building, thought to be a
Romano- Celtic temple, was situated just outside
Newgate overlooking the Fleet, and was replaced by an
earlv 4th century masonry building with heated rooms.

Newgate Street, created C.55AD, is the earliest route
west from the Roman city, running to Silchester and
Gloucester, and has been fronted by workshops and
buildings from this time. Previously known in part
as Bladder Street, Mount Goddard Street, and as
The Shambles (Fleshambles) from the row of butchers

Newgate and the City Wall



stalls occupying the eastern part of the street by 1196,
the name Newgate Street was not in general use
until 1617.

From its origins as a principal gate in the City Wall the
gate house seems to have been in use as a prison from at
least the 12th century, when it is thought to have been
rebuilt. It appears to have been known as Newgate by
1188, although also called Chamberlaingate until 1285,
perhaps after William the chamberlain who had a garden
at Holborn. It was rebuilt 1423-1432, with funds
bequeathed by Dick Whittington, and possessed a hall
and chapel; the east face of the gate, prison and a
section of the City Wall to the north are recorded in a
drawing of 1617. Fire damage occasioned the periodic
repair and rebuilding of the Gate, culminating in its
post-Fire reconstruction in 1679 superintended by
Robert Hook; this was to incorporate later ornamentation
and emblematic figures, including Dick \\Tiittington
and his cat. The Sessions House and the Press Yard
to the south were rebuilt and repaired respectively.
Last of the City gates, Newgate was demolished in
1776-7, authorised by Act of 1767.

Newgate Gaol and the Sessions House were constructed
between 1769 and 1778. The new Newgate Gaol was
built to the designs of George Dance the Younger, in a
manner considered to be strongly influenced by the
works of Piranesi, drawing in turn from the external
walls of the forum of Nerva, Rome. Enclosing three
internal courtyards, this "most consistent and terrifying
display of rusticated stone in English architecture" is
considered to be Dance's most remarkable building for
the Corporation. It was severely damaged by the
Gordon Rioters in 1780 and rebuilding involved
substantial clearance of a large area alongside the
building. Old Bailey, until then, was in two parts,
'Old Baly' and 'Little Old Baly',
separated by a triangle of
buildings; the same arrangement
was reflected on Giltspur Street
adjacent to the Church.
The place of public execution
moved here from Tyburn,
and in this respect Old Baiiey
remained a major public-
spectacle until executions were
removed to the interior of the
building in 1868, denoted
thereafter externally by the
flying of a black flag and the
slow tolling of the bell.
Newgate Gaol was demolished
in 1902 to be replaced by the
present Central Criminal Court.

Newgate Prison - detail c1900

Newgate after rebuilding in the early 15th century GUILDHALL LIBRARY

Newgate

Newgate Prison. Measured drawing by G J Lacy

Newgate Prison - detail C1900



Newgale. Old Bailey T H Snepherd

Central Criminal Court. Old Bailey - interior 1910

The origin of the Central Criminal Court (Old Bailey)
lies with the Old Bailey Sessions House of 1539 built
alongside the prison, and replaced by a new building
in 1774. Jurisdiction of these sessions originally
extended beyond London into the surrounding
counties but now tends to be limited to Greater London.
The present Court building, won in competition and
designed by E W Mountford, was opened in 1907 by
Edward VII. Its original 4 courtrooms were increased
to 19 when it was extended to the designs of
AlcMorran and Whitby in 1972. A'lountford's building,
one of the best examples of Neo-English Baroque in
London, is crowned by the domed cupola supporting
Pomeroy's figure of Justice, reaching a height of 212ft
to form one of the City's and London's most important
and familiar landmarks.

On the east side of Giltspur Street, close to the
junction with Newgate Street, the Corporation also
built the Giltspur Street Compter, 1787-91, to the
designs of George Dance; this replaced principally the
debtors' prison in Wood Street. Construction involved
the widening and straightening of Giltspur Street at
this point. Although well regarded when built, in the
first half of the 19th century, by the standards of the
day the prison was considered to be poorly managed
and insecure. It was demolished in 1855 and its role
transferred to the new prison at Holloway. Part of the
site was added to Christ's Hospital.

Within the City wall the most important early
influence was established from 1225 by the Greyfriars
Monastery on the north side of Newgate Street. It was
founded by 4 of the 9 Franciscan friars who landed in
England from Assisi in 1224. Given land between
Newgate Street and the City Wall by John Ewin,
mercer, by 1243 they numbered 80. The Friary
prospered, supported both by royalty and by the City,
including money from Richard Whittington to build a
library, 1421-5. The land along Newgate Street
remained in the ownership of the Bridge House
Estates, with earnings supporting the maintenance of
London Bridge. Following Dissolution, the tombs,
including those of Queen Isabella and Joan, Queen of
Scotland, were destroyed in 1547. The buildings fell
variously to use as storage for French war spoils and
private houses, with the church renamed as
ChristChurch, with a parish created from those of
St Nicholas Shambles, St Ewin and St Sepulchre.
Some of the buildings were bestowed upon the City by
Henry VIII for the relief of the poor. St Ewin and
St Nicholas by the Shambles (recorded as early as
1220 and 1196) were demolished c.1583 and 1547,
respectively.

Giltspur Street Compter T H Shepherd



Christ's Hospital, 'Blue Coat School', was founded for
orphans in some of the former Friary buildings in 1553
by Edward VI, just before his death. It was to evolve
into a much respected charitable school. Many of the
buildings were rebuilt under Wren's supervision
following the Great Fire, with Hawksmoor completing
the designs for the writing school in 1696. The general
arrangement of the school continued to reflect much of
the earlier Franciscan layout. A new Great Hall was
built to the designs of John Shaw in 1829, replacing the
old monastic refectory. The girls' school moved to
Hertford in 1704 while the boys' school remained,
moving to Horsham, Sussex in 1902. Extension of the
Post Office over this site involved demolition of all the
buildings; some of the site went to St Bartholomew's
Hospital. Pupils of note included Coleridge, Charles
Lamb and Leigh Hunt. The present Post Office
building on Newgate Street, 1907-11, occupies the
previous position of the school quadrangle and gate,
and previously the Salutation Tavern, demolished in the
mid-18th century. Links with the City continued with
offices built in Great Tower Street to administer their
estates and today with an annual visit by some of the
pupils to St Sepulchre, the Guildhall and the Mansion
House. Parts of the Great Hall survive at Hertford and
two ot Shaw's gatehouses were re-erected at Horsham.

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre without Newgate
was given to the Priory of St Bartholomew in 1137; it
was previously dedicated to the martyred King Edmund.
Situated just outside the north-west gate of the City,
like the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem,
it became an appropriate place for the knights of the
Crusades to set out for the Holy Lands, and thus
acquired its present name. It became the largest parish
church in the City when rebuilt by Sir Hugh Popham,
treasurer to Henry VI. It was from the church that the
Great Bell of Bailey solemnly rang before an execution.

The church was severely damaged in the Great Fire,
but much of the tower (possibly resting upon pre-15th
century foundations, from its orientation), the fan vault
of the porch and the foundations were incorporated in
the post-Fire rebuilding, which was carried out in haste
by master mason Joshua Marshall. It was re-opened
in 1670. Later alterations took place in 1790 and 1879,
with the restoration of the tower and the addition of
over-large pinnacles. Internally it is stylistically very
varied, with some 15th century material in the North
Chapel; this became in 1955 the Musicians' Chapel,
centred upon the entombed ashes of Sir Henry Wood,
who was christened here in 1870, where he also learnt
to play the organ. The end of the south aisle includes
the Regimental Chapel of the Royal Fusiliers.

Part of the Greyfriars Monastery, or Chnsls Hospital 1812

Christ's Hospital from the Tower of Christ Church 1894

St Sepulchre, Snow Hill 1784



Ogilby and Morgan 1676-79

Undertaken when reconstruction of the City was well underway, the Plan is the "first large multi-sheet plan of a British town to be so delineated", and
is considered to be relatively accurate; plans betore this had been aerial pictorial views. Newgate, as gate and prison, and the City Wall with its corner
bastion (page 4) are extent, and record the western boundary of the walled City Giltspur Street and Old Bailey demonstrate the density of development
at the time. Christ's Hospital describes some ot the layout of the earlier Monastery.

Richard Norwood 1792-99

The largest and most important London map of the 18th century, although less precise. With Newgate and the City Wall removed, the area is
dominated by George Dance's Giltspur St Compter and Newgate Prison, the latter now facing a cleared Old Bailey. Some of the school buildings have
been replaced. Snow Hill remains, little altered, as the sinuous continuation of this important route west.



While the alignment and relationship of the streets east of St Sepulchre remains relatively unchanged, the plan charts the recent construction of
Holborn Viaduct and the new alignment of Snow Hill; both now spanning the new railway to Snow Hill and Farringdon. The original line of gate and
wall are described- Christ's Hospital 1829 Great Hall and playground now open onto Newgate Street. To the west now lie the terrace of buildings
forming the north side of the street today.

Ordnance Survey 1916

The streets remain much as before, buf the scale of development has changed with the introduction of the station and hotel buildings and Britannia
House. The Post Office, while completely replacing Christ's Hospital, still reflects some of its later plan form. The Central Criminal Court, with its
curving alignment to Newgate Street, completes the group of major buildings still evident today.



Britannia House and 15 Old Bailey

Central Criminal Court and Newgate Street

The Church is also the resting place of John Rogers
(the first Protestant to he burnt in the reign of Mary
Tudor), Roger Ascham (tutor to Queen Elizabeth I)
and Captain John Smith (Governor of Virginia - statue
by Charles Rennick, 1960, in Bow Churchyard).
St Sepulchre is also the headquarters of the
Royal School of Church Music and the setting for
many concerts.

Part of the churchyard was lost to the construction of
Holborn Viaduct. To the rear, on Snow Hill Court,
St Sepulchre's School was built in 1875, again
encroaching upon churchyard. This is enclosed from
Giltspur Street to the east by the single storey vestry
and the 1962 reconstruction of the 1791 Watch
House by Dance, with the possible original role of
safeguarding the churchyard burials.

The history of the area around Newgate is closely
linked with that of the adjacent Smithfield, particularly
in the contexts of public executions, tournaments and
livestock markets. Giltspur Street, originally known as
Knightrider Street and in part as Rennerstrete, is
thought to record the passage of knights to nearby
tournaments at Smithfield; and gilt spurs may indeed
have been made here. Newgate Street itself was the
location for a general market before the Fire, while in
about 1666 the main meat market was moved here
from the parish of St Nicholas Shambles, dealing with
the slaughter of 600 sheep and 50 bullocks daily.
Newgate Street's function as a meat market from at
least the 12th century was transferred to the Central
Meat Market at Smithfield in 1869.

The alignment of Snow Hill, the original sinuous
thoroughfare to the west, was altered initially to create
Skinner Street (Dance) in 1802, and moved north to
link the new Holborn Viaduct with Farringdon Street
in the late 1860's. It has several historic associations
including being the place where Thomas Cromwell had
a shop, and where both he and John Bunyan died.
Snow Hill is recorded as a part of two principal
shopping routes across London in a guide of 1803.
The Star and the Saracen's Head were celebrated
coaching inns in the vicinity.

The area was the focus for major transformation from
the middle of the 19th century, with the creation of the
railway and of Holborn Viaduct. The latter was built
as part of the significant street improvements
commenced in the 1860s which included the new
Viaduct spanning an improved Farringdon Street and
replacing the old Fleet river crossing at the foot of the
original Snow Hill. Holborn \7iaduct, designed by the
City Surveyor William Haywood, was part of a
network of grand civic streets and spaces which

10



included Holborn Circus and Ludgate Circus.
The scale of change is amply demonstrated by the 1875
OS plan for the area, with the natural topography of
the area being creatively refashioned to introduce new
road and rail links at different levels.

Holborn Viaduct was enclosed on its south side by the
new station and station hotel opened in 1874 and 1877.
The station was created to cater for the increased
demand by City workers which could not be met at
Ludgate Hill Station to the south. The current
15 Old Bailey adjacent was constructed in 1874 as the
Spiers and Pond's Hotel to the design of K. Evans
Cronk in a similar French Renaissance style to the
Grosvenor Hotel, Victoria. Adjacent, in Old Bailey,
Britannia House was built, 1912-20, to the Erench-
influenced Edwardian Baroque designs of Arthur Usher
for the London, Chatham and Dover Railway. Either
side of the school playground and gate, the north side
of Newgate Street, continuing its enclosure of this site,
was rebuilt as a 4 and 5 storey terrace, with shops on
the ground floor. This is one of the best surviving
examples of the lively and varied street architecture of
the period, and became influential in the urban
townscape of the later 19th century, sometimes referred
to as the 'Holborn Viaduct manner'. Completing the
terrace on the corner with Giltspur Street, the Viaduct
Tavern, designed by Ridge 1874-5, was redesigned
internally by Arthur Dixon, c.1898 forming the basis of
the present character of the interior.

The expansion of the Post Office from St Alartin's le
Grand replaced the buildings of Christ's Hospital
between. 1906 and 1911. The building, designed by
Henry Tanner, was constructed using the pioneering
Ilcnnebique reinforced concrete structural system.
A new classical frontage took the place of the previous
gates and railings to the school. The western section of
the site was replaced by the open service yard.

The area's situation on the edge of the valley of the
Fleet is less immediately apparent following the
creation of Holborn Viaduct running west at the level
of Newgate Street. To the north and to the south
however the original topography is still evident with
the ground sloping away down Snow Hill and
Old Bailey. Concentration on a central focal space is
now even more pronounced, with the converging
streets being marked by several individual buildings of
major importance, complemented by a series of varied
and interesting smaller buildings. The convergence of
these streets creates a series of significant and
memorable townscape views, to and from the area.
The contrasting scale and expression of the street
architecture and the major buildings create a
complementary drama which is emphasised by the

Newgate Street

Central Criminal Court and Newgate Street

Central Criminal Court, Old Bailey

St Sepulchre. Holborn Viaduct
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Old Bailey from Giltspur Street

immediate sense of space. Many of the present buildings,
the spaces and streets, represent in various respects
much of the area's past history.

Xewgate Conservation Area is essentially the cross-
roads of Xewgate Street, Holborn Viaduct, Old Bailey
and Giltspur Street, with the adjacent junction with
Snow Hill maintaining further historic reference in
name, if not in present alignment. There is a distinct
sense of spaciousness, created principally by the
meeting of the roads, but emphasised by the width of
Old Bailey and complemented by the Churchyard,
amongst other open areas.

The street pattern has qualities of both formality and
informality. The historic 'formality' of the north-south
and east-west axes is reinforced by the more recent
civic formality of Holborn Viaduct. Counter-balancing
this, however, is the more 'organic' informality of Snow
Hill and the curving alignments of both streets and
buildings. The relatively tight enclosure of Xewgate
Street, Green Arbour Court, Bishops Court and to an
extent Giltspur Street, opens out into an embracivc
space which heightens the importance of all of the
buildings enclosing it. There are echoes here of the
contrast between the densely developed City within the
Wall, giving way to the more open relationship and
more relaxed demand for space beyond. Although
partly born of the particular institutional role here, it is
appreciated in Old Bailey and in the setting of the
Church. Similarly there is a sense also of the effect of
the defensive role of the Wall, with open ditch and
often purposefully clear space beyond.

The sweeping concave alignment of Old Bailey and
Snow Hill is complemented by the convex curves of the
corners of several buildings, and, most impressively, the
gentle curve of the north facade of the Central Criminal
Court. These forms and relationships soften the more
formal grandeur of the major buildings, and indeed of
the Victorian 'boulevard' of Holborn Viaduct as it
proceeds to the west. This combination creates a
setting for each building and group which varies
according to direction and which offers a series of
direct and oblique local views, together with many
longer distance vistas and landmark skyline roles.
Attention is automatically drawn to and focused
initially upon each of these corner buildings and then
extends to their settings.

The hierarchy in the street pattern here is generally
echoed by the scale of the buildings. Appreciation of
the spaciousness of Old Bailey and Holborn Viaduct,
defined by the largest buildings, is emphasised by the
smaller scale of Newgate Street, Snow Hill and the
western side of Giltspur Street with their smaller scale
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street architecture. The two truncated but historic
Courts on the west side of Old Bailey now demarcate
individual buildings. The smaller scale architectural
variety of Snow Hill is appreciated more unusually,
however, because of the loss of characteristic enclosure
occasioned by the post-war development to the south.
The sense of hierarchy and formality in the street
pattern is reinforced by the choice of building material;
this in turn enhances the relative perception of both
spaciousness and enclosure. Portland stone is the
principal and formal material; this is enriched by a
palette of brick, stone and stucco in the smaller buildings.

The dramatic townscape of the Newgate Conservation
Area further relies upon the tension and contrast
between the scale and grandeur of its competing
monumental buildings and the smaller scale variety and
/ or cohesion of the street architecture of Snow Hill,
Giltspur Street and Newgate Street. The major
buildings represent the long-standing and / or
significant influences which have shaped the area; in
this case the Church, the Central Criminal Court,
the Post Office building on Newgate Street, with
Britannia House and 15 Old Bailey emerging from the
introduction of the railway. These buildings have
established their own scale, departing from earlier
plots, but still reflecting the influences of the historic
street pattern and responding appropriately to the scale
and proportions of their own settings. They do, in
several cases, represent long-standing building
boundaries, for example in the form and location of the
Central Criminal Court tracing the alignment of the
Wall and previous prison, and in the Post Office
tracing the gateway to Christ's Hospital, itself echoing
the presence of the Friary.

Earlier development scale is evident in the varied
architectural compositions on Snow Hill maintaining
some original plot widths, and also in Newgate Street
where this earlier scale is reflected in the pleasing
rhythm, the cohesion and the variety of the 1870s
terrace of individual buildings. An intermediary
stage is achieved where the Newgate Street terrace
is concluded with the extra flourish of the Viaduct
Tavern, facing the increasing scale of the earlier
20th century architecture on Giltspur Street.
The appreciation of both major and minor buildings is
significantly enhanced by this proximity and contrast,
effectively creating a townscape relationship and quality
which exceeds the sum of its parts. The Post Office
building extends formality to the east. It has a major
townscape role in Newgate Street, in direct views from
the south along Warwick Lane, and as a quiet foretaste
of the power and grandeur of Mountford's Central
Criminal Court to the west.

The Watch House and Giltspur S:rco'

Src.v Hill

Central Criminal Court from St Sepulchre's Churchyard
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St Sepulchre's Churchyard

Viaduct Tavern Irom Giltspur Street

The design cohesion of much of the street terrace in
Newgate Street contrasts with the architectural variety
at similar scale in Snow Hill, and to an extent in
Giltspur Street. The individual design of the major
buildings shares an affinity of Classical architectural
style and Portland stone. An essential cohesion is
therefore evident in terms of scale, style and / or
materials. There is considerable attention at the same
time to the celebration of roofline, emphasising the
individuality of these major buildings and creating a
varied flamboyance at roof level which takes advantage
of the more expansive views afforded by their setting.
The Central Criminal Court and St Sepulchre rise
above this again to contribute to the wider City and
London skyline.

Despite the scale and grandeur of the larger buildings,
the architectural language is effective in reducing the
apparent scale, through composition, articulation and
the hierarchy of modelling and detailed embellishment.
Figurative sculpture and carved detail reflect both
origins and purpose, e.g. figures above the doorway of
Britannia House symbolising travel by rail and sea,
whilst contributing to an effective human dimension in
these more monumental compositions. A contrast is
evident in this respect between these and more recent
development in Old Bailey.

The range of activities and expression of primary uses
concentrates on office, judicial and church use.
Newgate Street and Holborn Viaduct maintain a
tradition of shopping and catering activity at street
level, which is again re-adopted (outside the
conservation area) to the south in Old Bailey.
This current expression of 'market' activity is an
important reflection of long-standing character and
recent history. It contributes considerably to the
present character of the area, although there is obvious
scope for enhancement, reinforcing and reinstating this
original 'high street' character.

The importance of the east-west route is still reflected
in considerable vehicular traffic, although the worst
effects of this are checked by the human scale and
relative enclosure, characteristic of much of the City's
grain and townscape. It does not overwhelm the
otherwise unique and memorable sense of place.

St Sepulchre and its Churchyard, together with the
series of trees, relieve the hard urban forms elsewhere
and provide some sense of sanctuary in an otherwise
exposed and heavily trafficked east-west route.
The least urban of the City churches, the situation of
the Church in its own space with the small scale former
school buildings behind, lends it a quiet detachment
and distinction from the competing grandeur of
the later architecture.

St Sepulchre and the Churchyard
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Listed Buildings

• The Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Holborn Viaduct
• Railings & Wall (including drinking fountain) to

St Sepulchre's Church, Holborn Viaduct
• 106-113 Newgate Street
• 126 Newgate Street, The Viaduct PH
• Central Criminal Court, Old Bailey
• 15 Old Bailey
• 16-17 Old Bailey
• 4 Snow Hill

Scheduled Ancient Monuments

• London Wail: Roman City Wall and medieval
bastion beneath general Post Office Yard, Giltspur
Street. Roman and medieval Newgate, beneath
Newgate Street (roadway) and 121-124 Newgate
Street. (SAM 26U)

• London Wall: Roman City Wall beneath Central
Criminal Court, Warwick Square. (SAM 26V)
This abuts the southern boundary of the
conservation area.

Additional Considerations

Newgate Conservation Area adjoins or is close to
Smithfield and Ludgate Hill Conservation Areas to the
north and south. The townscape in both areas
contributes to the setting of Newgate Conservation
Area and there are several views of importance between
these conservation areas.

The conservation area forms part of the setting of the
listed Cutlers Hall, Christ Church, St Paul's Cathedral,
the pavilions to Holborn Viaduct bridge at 24 & 25
Holborn Viaduct, and several of the listed buildings of
St Bartholomew's Hospital, in particular the
Gatehouse, Screen Wall and Colonnade and the
Medical School. These in turn contribute to the
setting of Newgate. The Central Criminal Court &
the Church of St Sepulchre are appreciated as part of
the skyline in many local, medium and longer distance
views, from within and without the City. Of these,
the most impressive street view of the Court is from
the north. 15 Old Bailey, the Viaduct Tavern and
8-9 Giltspur Street are also of considerable importance
in views from the east, west and the south.

Newgate Conservation Area lies partly within the area
covered by St Paul's Heights, protecting views of the
cathedral from Farringdon Road. It is also situated
within the foreground of the strategic views of St Paul's
Cathedral from Primrose Hill, Parliament Hill and
Kenwood, and in the background of views from
Greenwich Park and Blackheath.

Si Sepulchre
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The Corporation of London is the local authority for the financial find commercial heart of
Britain, the dry of London. It is committed to maintaining and enhancing the status of the
Business City as one of the world's three leading financial centres through the policies it pursues
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