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Introduction

The Balkan wars of 1912-1913 are an event of significant importance in the 20th century history of
Southeast Europe. Their long-term consequences have influenced the political, socio-economic
and cultural development of the region for decades and some of their effects are still the subjects
of scientific and even public discussions. Historiographies of the states involved in these wars have
offered conflicting interpretations; varying not only between countries but also within them. In coun-
tries like Bulgaria and Turkey the trauma of the defeat triggered a quest for ‘responsibilities’ while
the identification of the ‘causes’ of the war had political targets. In Serbia and in Greece, who were
the ‘victors’ of the war, the Balkan wars were, for different reasons, integrated into a longer scope
which included WWI in the first case and the Asia Minor war in the latter. 

The roots of the Balkan wars date back to the consequences of the Russian-Ottoman war of
1877-1878, that marked the end of the Eastern Crisis of 1875-1878, one of the most severe crises
in the history of the so-called Eastern Question. That question consisted of three main elements: the
diplomatic struggles between the Great Powers for influence in the Ottoman territories, the gradual
decline of the Empire of the sultan and the national liberation movements of the Balkan peoples in
striving for the establishment of their nation-states. The crisis of 1875-1878 was solved by the Great
Powers at the Congress of Berlin. It proclaimed the independence of Montenegro, Romania and
Serbia, who all gained new territories, as did Greece, and created the Principality of Bulgaria and
the autonomous province of Eastern Rumelia. Reforms and autonomy had to be implemented in the
other European lands of the Sublime Porte: Albania, Macedonia, Epirus, etc. Cyprus was ceded to
British administration while Austria-Hungary occupied Bosnia and Herzegovina and Novi Pazar.

Nevertheless, the treaty of Berlin created a number of conflicts and tensions among the Balkan
nations, because it did not follow the modern principle of nationality when it created the new bor-
ders. In many places it was not possible to follow it because different nationalities had lived there
for centuries side by side. None of the Balkan nations achieved its national unification inside one
state, and that unification became the main goal in their foreign policies. That urge resulted in a set
of crises: the union of Eastern Rumelia with Bulgaria and the subsequent Serbo-Bulgarian war in
1885, the Greco-Turkish war of 1897, the uprising in Macedonia in 1903, the annexation of Bosnia
and Herzegovina by Austria-Hungary and the proclamation of Bulgarian independence in 1908, the
Albanian uprising of 1910-1912 and some more minor tensions.

However the main tendency in the history of the Balkan countries was of peaceful development
and modernisation. Efforts were put into the establishment of modern liberal constitutional institu-
tions and political systems, the creation of a well-spread communication networks with an empha-
sis laid upon railway and road construction, the building of industry and of active interior and for-
eign trade connections. In all respects the Balkan countries envisaged their integration into the
European world. That created a spirit of competitiveness and progress. The development of nation-
al culture was one of the main fields for modernisation and competition in which the state acted as
the key constructor of national identity. While all the Balkan nations created their nation-states, it
was high time for the nation-states to consolidate the nations. The means used were public educa-
tion, national holidays and celebrations, military service, national churches. The spirit of nationalism
dominated in every event and process.



At the same time, all of the Balkan states tried to consolidate their existence, creating perspec-
tives for further territorial gains at the expense of their neighbours and most of all of the Ottoman
Empire. The motivation for this varied from ethnographical, geopolitical and economic realities to
historical and cultural rights. The most efficient instruments of this policy of state nationalism were
the “millet” schools and communal structures in the European Ottoman provinces and the clash
between the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Bulgarian Exarchate. They were supported by all
kinds of civil and irredentist initiatives.

During the first decade of the 20th century the situation in Europe gave an impetus to this devel-
opment. The establishment of the two antagonistic military blocks, the Entente and the Central
Powers, deeply influenced inter-Balkan relations. Arms races and militarism became characteristic
features of Southeast European societies as well. The war budgets of Southeast European govern-
ments amounted to one third of state expenditure. Armies doubled their size and new armaments
were bought from Europe. Everything was ready for war. Under constant pressure from the Entente
and most of all from Russia, the idea for the creation of a Balkan union that could solve the com-
mon problems of the Balkan states through cooperation became very popular. The Italian-Ottoman
war of 1911-1912, which resulted in the Italian conquest of Libya and the Dodecanese, and the per-
manent instability in the European Ottoman territories urged the Balkan politicians on, even more.

The Ottoman Empire’s disintegration was hastened after the Young Turk revolution of 1908. The
Turkish nationalism of the Committee of Union and Progress increased Christian enmity while alien-
ating the one people traditionally loyal to the regime, the Albanians. The Albanian rebellion in 1911
presaged radical changes in the balance of power in the Balkans. The Great Powers, particularly
Italy and Austria-Hungary, were concerned with Albania’s fate while the neighbouring Balkan states
had territorial aspirations in the same region. The Albanian leaders, before the nightmare of parti-
tion among their neighbours –a likely perspective after Ottoman defeats in the Italian-Ottoman war-
decided upon a full-scale insurrection in order to establish their autonomous position. By mid-July
1912 the Albanian rebels were victorious over the Turkish troops and on July 30, demanded that
the Ottoman parliament be dissolved within forty-eight hours.

In February 1912 a pact of alliance was signed between Serbia and Bulgaria and in May 1912 a
similar pact was signed between Greece and Bulgaria. In August 1912 a verbal agreement was
reached between Bulgaria and Montenegro. The attempts to include Romania in the Balkan League
were futile. The union was constructed under the close control of the Entente and the plans were
to use it in the forthcoming World War, but the interests of the Balkan Allies made things different.
They took the initiative to exercise pressure on the Ottoman government for reforms and autonomy
in Albania and Macedonia. When the Porte rejected these initiatives, the war started at the begin-
ning of October 1912, despite the efforts of the Great Powers to postpone it.

Up to the beginning of November, when the first phase of the war ended, the Balkan Allies had
been victorious. The Bulgarian army moved close to Istanbul and Salonica, the Greek army entered
the second city and controlled Epirus and part of Macedonia, the Serbian and Montenegrin armies
took Kosovo, Novi Pazar, Northern Albania and part of Macedonia. The Greek navy paralysed
Ottoman communications in the Aegean Sea, while the Bulgarian navy did the same in the Black
sea. A truce was signed in late November, but Greece did not join it and continued the war, taking
the Eastern Aegean islands of Limnos, Lesvos, Chios and Samos and advancing in South Albania.

The peace negotiations started at the beginning of December 1912 in London, where the ambas-
sadors of the Great Powers held their conference, elaborating the conditions of the peace. The
Balkan Allies tried to receive all European Ottoman possessions to the west of the Midia-Rodosto
line and the Aegean islands, Crete included. The Porte suggested giving autonomy to Macedonia
and Albania, but to lose no territories. The agreement, proposed by the Great Powers, was similar
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to that proposed by the Allies. That generated a coup d’état in Istanbul and the new government
broke the negotiations and renewed hostile actions in mid-January 1913.

The second phase of the war lasted for nearly three months. The Ottoman counterattacks in
Eastern Thrace were driven back by the Bulgarian army; the Montenegrin army took the fortress of
Shkodra, the Greek army took the fortress of Ioannina and the Bulgarian army took Adrianople.

The peace negotiations in London were renewed and on May 17th, 1913 the peace was signed.
The Allies received all Ottoman lands in Europe to the west of the Midia-Enos line and also Crete.
They had to distribute the acquisitions between themselves and that crucial problem led to the dis-
integration of the Balkan league. Meanwhile Romania claimed compensation in South Dobrudja. At
first Bulgaria rejected the claim, but later in April 1913 agreed to cede the town of Silistra at the con-
ference of Saint Petersburg. The real distribution of the spoils of war was still ahead.

All the Balkan statesmen, armed with all possible kinds of arguments, claimed more and more
territories. The “apple of discord” was Macedonia where the delimitation of frontiers proved to be an
almost insoluble problem. While the partition was easier between Serbia and Greece, Bulgaria’s
aspirations were horizontal and cut across the Greek and Serbian occupation zones. In the Balkan
states, the opposition parties were extremely radical, pleading for a new war, this time against the
former allies. The irredentist organisations threatened their own ministers with death if they were to
agree to concessions. Despite this, the governments tried to reach demarcation agreements among
the armies and in many respects were successful. The growing tension was manifest in minor
clashes and incidents between the Allies. 

On May 19th, 1913 Greece and Serbia signed a pact of alliance and broad territorial arrangement.
The Russian attempt to hold another conference of the Balkan prime-ministers in Saint Petersburg
to solve the territorial dispute was late and ineffective. On June 16th, 1913 king Ferdinand ordered
general Savov to attack the Serbian and Greek lines in Macedonia. The Second Balkan (Interallied)
war started. Greece, Serbia and Montenegro declared war on Bulgaria and were backed by Ro-
mania. The Ottoman Empire also drove its armies against Bulgaria. After more than a month of
fierce battles, the Great Powers intervened again and stopped the military actions. The treaties of
Bucharest and of Istanbul set the new territorial arrangement in Southeast Europe. Romania took
South Dobrudja. Serbia acquired Kosovo, Novi Pazar and Vardar Macedonia. Greece received
Epirus and Aegean Macedonia. Montenegro annexed a number of neighbouring territories. Bulgaria
took Pirin Macedonia and Western Thrace. The Ottoman Empire reacquired Eastern Thrace.
Albania was proclaimed an independent country.

The Balkan wars created a new situation on the peninsula. None of the countries was fully con-
tent with the new borders, although this discontent was stronger in the Ottoman Empire, Bulgaria
and Albania. Greece demanded the Aegean islands, Serbia aspired to an outlet to the sea and
Bosnia and Herzegovina; Montenegro wanted Shkodra, and Romania was interested in
Transylvania and Bessarabia. Those aspirations shaped the policies of the Balkan states at the out-
break of World War I that started in the Balkans and was considered by many contemporaries and
historians as the next Balkan war, but this time involving the Great Powers as well.

At the same time the Balkan wars created hatred, suspicion and fear among the Balkan people.
National narratives obliterated personal memories and common feelings and shaped in neighbour-
ing nations the image of the enemy. The psychological trauma of the wars, which had existed for
many years in each of the belligerent countries, merged with the new trauma, caused by World War
I, and was extremely strong in the Ottoman Empire and in Bulgaria. It was borne for decades by the
families of the refugees and influenced the collective memory of every Balkan nation. On that
ground the wars strengthened national feelings and national identity, increasing the notion of nation-
al solidarity and a common fate. 



The aim of this Workbook is to break away from the traditional way of presenting the Balkan wars
in schools and universities as a predominantly political event, where the main figures are kings, min-
isters and generals. Of course, they played important roles, but the military actions were carried by
the lower ranks; people who in normal life were civilians, and the wars influenced the everyday life
of the whole society. The common idea of a war as something consisting only of battlefields, victo-
ries and defeats has little to do with reality, where ordinary people in the rear suffered the hardships
of war under the fear of loosing their most beloved. In those hard times there were acts of cruelty
and atrocities, but also acts of humanism and solidarity. Even in the trenches and during ceasefire,
human relations developed across the lines under the common suffering.

Our idea is to show, side by side, the different aspects of the wars and how they were perceived
by different groups of people throughout Southeast Europe. The comparative approach will enable
us to understand the multiperspectivity of the historical processes, considering not only the differ-
ent positions of states and nations, but also to follow the different trends in a single society, that is
thought to be by definition “homogeneous”. By comparing the different contemporary and modern
perspectives we shall avoid the illusion of a “monolithic” history where the relativity of the “truth” is
seen as an obstacle for understanding the past.

This Workbook is to be read in comparison and in parallel with all the other three Workbooks.
First, it is a complement to Workbook 1, which describes the beginning of the Ottoman Empire’s dis-
integration. Second, it overlaps with Workbook 2, which follows the process of nation building in
Southeast Europe. The Balkan wars were an important episode in the consolidation of Balkan
nation-states and in the culmination of antagonistic nationalisms. Finally, Workbook 4, covering
World War II, may be used as a point of cross-reference, in order to better understand the war phe-
nomenon and the war experience in the 20th century.
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Chronology

THE BALKAN WARS

1911 Summer Activation of the Albanian national movement

mid-July Assault by the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary 
Organisation (IMRO) in Shtip, Macedonia. The Ottoman reprisals 
give an impetus to the initial talks between Bulgaria and Serbia

September, 16th Italy declares war on the Ottoman Empire for the acquisition of Libya

1912 May, 16th Secret Bulgarian-Greek treaty of defensive alliance

May, 21st-27th Italy takes over the Dodecanese islands

July, 19th Assault by the IMRO in Kozani, Macedonia. 
The Ottoman reprisals outrage the Balkan Christian states

July, 30th Albanian rebels demand that the Ottoman parliament be dissolved 
within forty-eight hours and present their specific demands for autonomy 
(the four vilayets of Scutari, Kosovo, Janina, and Monastir to be 
united into one province; Albanian soldiers to serve only in that 
province; Albanian to be the language of administration and education; 
all Albanians to have the right to bear arms) 

August, 15th (circa) Oral agreement between Bulgaria, Serbia and Montenegro: Bulgaria 
gives a military loan to Montenegro and pays for the Montenegrin army 
during wartime. Montenegro agrees to attack the Porte without provocation

September, 15th Secret instruction No 5669 is issued by the Serbian government to its 
embassies to act for the incorporation of Ohrid and Prilep to Serbia

September, 17th Ultimatum of the Balkan League (Bulgaria, Greece, Montenegro, Serbia) 
to the Porte: immediate autonomy to Macedonia according to the Berlin 
treaty. State of emergency and general mobilisation declared in Turkey 
and in the Balkan countries (September, 18th)

September, 18th Formation of 70 small bands of IMRO activists in Sofia 
for reconnaissance and sabotage actions in Macedonia and Thrace

September, 22nd A secret military pact between Bulgaria and Greece

September, 23rd Formation of the Macedonian-Adrianople VAD 
(Voluntary Aid Detachments) of refugees of general Petar Darvingov
—circa 14,600 participants

September, 26th The Montenegrin army attacks the Porte

October, 2nd The Peace Treaty between Italy and the Ottoman Empire 
is signed in Ouchy

October, 3rd The Porte rejects the ultimatum and breaks diplomatic relations 
with Bulgaria, Montenegro, and Serbia but tries to improve 
relations with Greece

17
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1912 October, 4th The Ottoman Empire declares war on the Allies. The next day, Bulgaria, 
Greece, Montenegro, and Serbia (October, 7th) declare war on the Porte. 
Beginning of military activity. Romania declares neutrality

October, 7th-15th The Bulgarian troops take the Eastern Rhodopes and stop 
the Ottoman counteroffensive (October, 15th-25th)

October, 8th-13th 1st and 3rd Bulgarian armies break the first Ottoman defence line at 
Eskipolos-Petra, take Lozengrad and the 2nd Bulgarian army surrounds 
Adrianople. On October, 13th the Serbian army takes Skopje, Kumanovo, 
Veles and Shtip in Macedonia

October, 9th-10th The Greek army wins the battle at Sarantaporo

October, 15th Implementation of the Serbian administrative system 
in the new territories in Macedonia and Kosovo

October, 16th First aeroplane bombing in military history- of Adrianople fortress 
by Bulgarian airforce

October, 17th-20th 1st and 3rd Bulgarian armies break the second Ottoman defence line 
at Ljule Burgas-Bunarhissar

October, 19th-20th The Greek army wins the battle of Yannitza

October, 27th A new government is formed in Romania headed by Titu Maiorescu

October, 28th The Greek army enters Thessaloniki (surrendered on October, 27th) 
in the morning and the Bulgarian Rila divisions enter in the afternoon.  
Beginning of the Thessaloniki dispute

October, 29th The Porte asks for an armistice in Sofia, but the Bulgarian 
government, forced by king Ferdinand I, neglects the proposal and 
hides it from the Allies

November, 1st Beginning of the Christianisation of the Pomaks in the Rhodopes. 
Official Bulgarian church mission is sent in December

November, 4th-5th 1st and 3rd Bulgarian armies unsuccessfully attack the third Ottoman 
defence line at Chataldja

November, 4th-9th Declarations of the Central Committee of IMRO against the Serbian 
and Greek activity in Macedonia

November, 9th Implementation of the Bulgarian administration in the new territories

November, 14th The Macedonian-Adrianople VAD defeats the Ottoman forces 
in Western Thrace

November, 18th The Macedonian-Romanian society presses the government for action

November, 20th Armistice between the Allies and the Porte. Greece rejects the armistice 
and continues military action in North Epirus
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1912 November, 20th-21st First conflict between the Bulgarian and Greek troops 
near Thessaloniki, settled by the end of the month

November, 28th A national congress assembled in Valona
proclaims the independence of Albania

December, 3rd Greek-Ottoman naval battle at Elly island

December, 3rd-24th London peace conference. The Allies demand all European Ottoman 
provinces to the west of the line Midio-Rodosto and Crete. 
The Porte proposes to grant autonomy to Macedonia and refuses 
to cede territories. On Christmas day the Porte breaks away from 
the negotiations, the Great Powers exercise pressure (note from 
1913, January 4th) and the proposals of the Allies are accepted.
The London Conference of Ambassadors announces that Albania 
should become an independent state (December 20th).

December, 8th-17th Bulgarian secret mission in Constantinople for separate peace 
with the Ottoman Empire

1913 January, 5th Greek-Ottoman naval battle at Limnos

January, 16th Bulgarian-Romanian protocol in London for rectifying the positions 
of the countries in Dobrudja. Under Russian pressure, 
Sofia is ready to rectify the border

January, 21st The Porte denounces the armistice and starts hostile actions 
with the cry “Sofia or death!”

January, 26th-28th The Ottoman counterattacks in Gallipoli and at Chataldja and 
the landing at Sharkjoi are thrown back by the Bulgarian troops

January, 30th-February 2nd Futile Bulgarian-Romanian negotiations in Sofia on Dobrudja

February, 5th The secret treaty between Romania and Austria-Hungary is renewed

February, 21st The Greek army captures Ioannina. Bulgarian-Greek incidents at Nigrita

March, 5th Assassination of king George I of Greece in Thessaloniki

March, 11th-13th 2nd Bulgarian army captures Adrianople

March, 18th-April, 26th Saint Petersburg conference of the Great Powers on the Dobrudja 
dispute. Bulgaria cedes Silistra to Romania and guarantees the 
privileges of the Vlachs in Macedonia, but the tension remains

April, 10th The Montenegrin army takes the fortress of Shkodra

April, 13th Armistice between the Porte and the Balkan union

April, 22nd Greek-Serbian protocol signed, followed by a military pact 
(May, 1st of 1913)

May, 19th-21st Meetings of the Bulgarian-Greek delimitation commission 
in Thessaloniki come to agreement. By the end of the month 
the delimitation is finished with some exceptions
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1913 May, 17th London Peace Treaty

May, 19th Greek-Serbian Treaty in Thessaloniki

May, 30th Serbia breaks the railway connections with Bulgaria

June, 1st Bulgarian prime minister, Iv. Ev. Geshov resigns and is replaced by 
Stojan Danev. Prime minister N. Pashich resigns in Belgrade. Both acts 
put pressure on Russia in connection with the arbitration settlement

June, 5th-13th Bulgarian-Serbian military clashes around Zletovo

June, 15th The Tikvesh uprising of IMRO at the rear of the Serbian army 
with the consent of the Bulgarian general command

June, 16th By oral command of king Ferdinand I, the Bulgarian troops attack 
the Serbian army to help the insurgents. Other Bulgarian troops 
take the port Leftera and shell the Greek cruisers there. Beginning 
of the Second Balkan War

June, 18th The Bulgarian government cancels all military action and changes 
the supreme commanding general, appointing the pro-Russian general 
Radko Dimitriev. The Russian government proposes a conference

June, 19th-21st Bulgarian-Greek battle of Kukush/Kilkis

June 21st- July 11th Greek offensive in Eastern Macedonia reaches Simitli (July, 13th), 
where it is stopped by the Bulgarian army. By July 15th the Greek 
army takes Western Thrace

June, 22nd-28th The Bulgarian army takes Pirot in Serbia

June, 28th Romania declares war on Bulgaria and by July, 5th occupies
Northern Bulgaria without resistance. On July 11th Austria-Hungary 
stops the Romanian advance

June, 30th The Porte begins its advance in Eastern Thrace 
and takes Adrianople (July, 10th)

July, 3rd The Romanian army occupies Varna in Bulgaria, on July the 6th. 
A Romanian cavalry detachment arrives at Sofia

July, 4th A new pro-Austrian Bulgarian government is formed headed 
by Vassil Radolavov

July, 13th Muslim uprising in Western Thrace against the withdrawing 
Bulgarian troops – “the Gjumurdjina/Komotini republic”

July, 15th-17th Bulgarian counteroffensive against the Greek army around Kresna

July, 29th The Conference of Ambassadors decides that Albania should become 
“an independent, sovereign principality”. The powers select prince 
William of Wied, a 35-year-old German army captain, to be the ruler 
of Albania. On September 3rd, 1914, prince William flees the country
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1913 July, 17th- August, 16th Bucharest peace conference; armistice on July, 18th

July, 25th-August 15th Evacuation of the Romanian army from Bulgaria

September, 16th Constantinople peace treaty between Bulgaria and the Porte. 
The latter takes back Eastern Thrace with rectifications of the border 
in favour of Bulgaria and the former takes Western Thrace

November, 1st Peace treaty between Greece and the Porte signed in Athens

December, 19th Protocol of Florence. The frontier commission appointed by the 
London Conference of Ambassadors delimits Albania’s southern 
frontier and assigns Koritsa (Korcë) and Argyrokastron (Gjinokastër), 
occupied by Greece, to Albania

1914 February, 13th Greece obtains all eastern Aegean islands apart  from Imvros, 
Tenedos and Kastellorizo and withdraws troops from the territory 
assigned to Albania

February, 28th The Greeks of southern Albania (called northern Epirus by them) 
declare their independence under the leadership of G.Ch. Zographos,
former foreign minister of Greece

July, 28th Assassination of crown prince Franz-Ferdinand at Sarajevo, Bosnia.  
Vienna delivers an ultimatum to Belgrade—beginning of the July crisis

August, 1st Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia—outbreak of World War I.  
All other Balkan countries declare neutrality
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CHAPTER I: Economies and Societies

Although the wars of the beginning of the 20th century (Balkan wars and WWI) have mainly been
interpreted in the light of ascending nationalisms in Europe, they cannot be understood if we rely
exclusively on policies and ideologies. A deep comprehension of economic and social changes,
both at a global and a local level, is necessary in order to problematise our perspective on a war
that reshaped the map of Southeast Europe.

At the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century, all Balkan states, despite their differ-
ences regarding social structures, economic features and political systems, were examples of a
rapid socio-economic development. The increase of population and the growth of towns, the
impressive public constructions, the implementation of industrial development, active trade relations
and the expansion of schooling were the most important trends in the modernisation process. That
trend went side by side with the building of armies and navies and a real arms race in the decade
before the Balkan wars.

The other side of economic growth was, however, the rise of government loans and the indebt-
edness of all Balkan countries, which permitted foreign control over national economies as a means
to avoid bankruptcy or as a consequence of it (in the case of Greece in 1893). Both the Ottoman
Empire and the Balkan states were subjected to intensive Western economic penetration in the ‘age
of imperialism and capitalism’ –in L.S. Stavrianos’s words- characterised by a ‘race for empire’ and
the quest for foreign markets by the industrialised West.

Government loans were closely related to railway building, which responded to and satisfied
Western economic and political interests in Southeast Europe. British interests favoured railway
constructions from the coastal ports into the Balkan interior, which would facilitate the penetration
of the peninsula by British commerce. Austria was, however, interested in constructing a north-
south line through Bosnia and Serbia to Salonica. After the Crimean war, railway building started in
the Balkans, illustrating the dominant Western model of economic development but also echoing
the conflicting economic and political interests of the Great Powers.

Besides, the rise of a market economy and the consequent shift from the traditional economy to
a money-based economy as well as overpopulation, had unhappy consequences for Balkan peas-
ants who suffered from land hunger and were forced into emigration. Industrial development was
rather slow and all Balkan countries remained overwhelmingly agrarian.

However, urbanisation, the advent of new technologies and new transport, and the expansion of
elementary schooling, considerably influenced the lives of people not only in towns but also in the
countryside. Changes in ideas, in everyday life and in ways of living were undermining traditional
society together with the establishment of the modern bureaucratic state. 

This chapter offers an overview of the pre-war Balkan societies in comparison with parallel
changes in Western, Central and Southern Europe. The first subchapter focuses on demographic
and social changes and continuities: people living in traditional multiethnic cities such as Salonica
–a typical polyglot Ottoman port city, people migrating to America chasing the dream of a better life,
peasants cultivating their land or breeding their sheep. In the second subchapter, economic evolu-
tions are documented through different aspects such as state budgets, trade relations, agriculture,
industry and railway building. Finally, in the third subchapter, we trace the cultural and technologi-
cal changes that considerably influenced people’s lives: schooling and literacy, cinema and tele-
graphs, bicycles and novel pastimes are only some of the issues explored that may help us to bet-
ter understand the decade before the Balkan wars.



Of what religions do you think that
people living in this city are?

vv11..  MMoonnaassttiirr  //  BBiittoolljj

National Historical Museum, Athens, K2 1581.

Calculate percentage growth rates per country. Compare your findings and try to explain the
differences between the countries. What factors influenced the population growth of the

Balkan countries? 

Ia. TThhee  PPeeooppllee
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1 Greece annexed the provinces of Thessaly and Arta in 1881, which explains the increased population growth. In gen-
eral, we should consider changes in the boundaries of states in that period in order to better assess demographic changes.

??

TABLE 1
GGrroowwtthh  ooff  BBaallkkaann  PPooppuullaattiioonn,,  11887788--11991122

Romania Bulgaria Serbia Greece

Source: Jackson-Lampe, p.166.

Census date (in thousands)
1878-79 4,486 1,679
1880 2,823
1884 1,902
1887 3,154
1889-90 5,038 2,162 2,1871

1892 3,311
1894 5,406
1895-96 2,312 2,434
1899-1900 5,957 3,744 2,494
1905 4,036 2,689
1907 2,632
1910 4,338 2,912
1912 7,235

??



Comment on the increase of the urban populations in comparison with the growth of the
Balkan population as a whole. Why did the populations of capital cities tend to increase more

rapidly than the others?
Compare this data with contemporary data: what percentage of the population is urban? 

vv22..  WWoommeenn  iinn  KKaassttoorriiaa,,  eeaarrllyy  2200tthh cceennttuurryy

How are the three women dressed?
What can you conclude from the coex-

istence of traditional and westernised
clothes?

Papazoglou2, p.51.

2 The photographer Leonidas Papazoglou (1872-1918) lived and worked in Kastoria. As a young man, together with
his parents and his younger brother Pantelis, he moved to Istanbul where the two brothers learned the art of photogra-
phy. They started their career as photographers in Kastoria in 1898 or 1899 and managed to monopolise the photographic
activity of the whole region.

25

THE BALKAN WARS

??

??

TABLE 2
PPooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  TToowwnnssaa aanndd  CCaappiittaall  CCiittiieess  iinn  BBaallkkaann  NNaattiioonn--SSttaatteess,,  11886600--11991100

Romania Bulgaria Serbia Greece

1860-61 3,918 12
1874 1,354 11
1877-79 4,486 1,700 1,654 18
1884 4,862 3,024 18 1,902 12
1889-90 5,318 17 3,232 19 2,162 13 2,187
1895-96 5,710 3,441 2,312 14 2,434
1899-1900       5,957 19 3,716 19 1,493 14
1907 6,684 2,632 24
1910 6,996 18 4,306 19 2,912 14

Urban Pop.       Bucharest        Urban Pop. Sofia Urban Pop.        Belgrade Urban Pop.          Athens
1860-61 313 122 41
1874 174 27
1877-79 177 543 20 293 63
1884 236 35
1889-90 220 610 45 286 54 465 108
1895-96 319 59 526
1899-1900       1,120 276 700 67 351 70 111
1907 628 167
1910 1,195 341 829 103 483 90

Note: (a) Minimum of 2,000 people. Source: Jackson-Lampe, p.240.

Total Pop. 
(thousands) Total Pop. Total Pop. Total Pop. Urban % Urban % Urban % Urban %



Look carefully at the clothes
of the men walking in the

street: how are they dressed?
Of what nationality do you think
that they are? Do you know
which nationalities coexisted in
Ottoman Salonica just before
the Balkan Wars?
Does this market scene re-
mind you of similar places
that you have visited?
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The ethno-linguistic categories devised by the Ottoman officials conformed closely to the denomi-
national divisions that had emerged after the disintegration of the classical millet system. All of the

Muslims were counted as one homogeneous group despite the ethnic and linguistic differences among
them. Orthodox Christians tended to be seen either as Greeks, because they supported the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, or as Bulgarians, adhering to the Exarchate. This explains why, for example, there are no
Albanians or Serbs in the table (who would have been counted according  to their religion or ecclesiasti-
cal jurisdiction, rather than nationality). In addition to this, some groups, such as women, were undercount-
ed. The last Ottoman census was undertaken in 1905/6. The question of the reliability of the Ottoman cen-
suses has been debated extensively. In general, we should be very cautious when using statistical data
from this period even when this data has not been deliberately distorted for political purposes (as in the
case of table 13). 

TABLE 3
PPooppuullaattiioonn  eessttiimmaatteess  ooff  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  pprroovviinncceess  ooff  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  EEmmppiirree  ffoorr  11991111

Provinces         Muslim Greek Bulgarian Armenian           Catholic         Jew       Other         Total
Edirne
(Adrianople)     795.706 395.872 171.055 33.650 12.783 9.034     44.552     1.426.632
Selanik
(Salonica)        604.780 397.795 271.359 87 62.290    11.604     1.347.915
Yanya
(Janina) 244.638 311.032 3.990      1.175       560.835
Manastir
(Bitola) 455.720 349.541 246.344 9 10.651     2.614      1.064.789
Iþkodra
(Shkoder)         218.089      10.755                                                       120.611                                     349.455     

Kosovo             959.175      92.541         531.453                                   14.887         3.287      1.606    1.602.949  

Total               3.242.108  1.557.536     1.220.211          33.746             148.281       89.162    61.531     6.352.575

Source: Cem Behar, p.54.

vv33..  EEvveerryyddaayy  lliiffee  iinn  tthhee  ssttrreeeettss  
ooff  tthhee  mmaarrkkeett  aarreeaa,,  SSaalloonniiccaa

??

Megas, Souvenir, p.50, ill.49.
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vv44..  SShheeeepp  mmaarrkkeett  iinn  IIssttaannbbuull

Historical and Ethnological Society of Greece, Athens

Source: Karpat, p.104.

TABLE 4
EEtthhnniicc  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  IIssttaannbbuull  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  11889977

Ethnic Group Number
Turks 597,000
Albanians 10,000
Kurds 5,000
Greeks 236,000
Armenians 162,000
Jews 47,000
Serbians 1,000
Christian Arabs 1,000
Total 1,059,000



TABLE 5
BBaallkkaann  NNaattiioonn--SSttaatteess  OOvveerrsseeaass  MMiiggrraattiioonn,,  11887766--11991155
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vv55..  SShheepphheerrddss  iinn  EEppiirruuss,,  11991122

Boissonas, L’image de la Grèce…, Genève 1913 in Hadjiiossif, vol. A1, p.57.

Source: Jackson-Lampe, p.196.

To areas 
outside

EUROPEa

ROMANIA
Gross

BULGARIA
Gross

SERBIA
Gross

GREECE
Gross

1876-85 1,224 530
1886-90 5,224 1,881
1891-95 2,211 4,790
1896-1900         10,541 160 11,189
1901-05 37,225 6,661 42 51,479
1906-10 20,707 37,643 228 122,275
1911-15 15,295 35,836 1,117 127,811

1876-85 1,224 530
1886-90 5,135 1,881
1891-95            2,209 4,790
1896-1900       10,541 160 11,189
1901-05 35,181 6,662 42 49,962
1906-10 17,823 14,239 32,643 21,889 228 117,557          84,355
1911-15 11,187 9,057 21,487 1,575 1,052 118,916          46,577

To the 
U.S.A.only

Gross NetC Gross NetC Gross Gross NetC

ROMANIA                             BULGARIA SERBIAb GREECE

Note: (a) Includes Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Argentina, Brazil and the US; 
(b) Serbia and Montenegro combined; (c) Extrapolated on basis of 1908-1910 data.



II--11..  AA  GGrreeeekk  eemmiiggrraanntt  ttoo  tthhee  UU..SS..,,  
SStteevvee  HHaaddzziiss33,,  rreellaattiinngg  hhiiss  eexxppeerriieennccee

Two brothers of mine came initially to the U.S.
and started working in Chicago. We were six
brothers. The two brothers that came to
Chicago did not send remittances as they were
supposed to in order to pay the debts of our
family in Greece. Then our father fell ill and
wrote to his children in Chicago to come to
Greece and see him for the last time. Of them
only one of the brothers, Pericles, who was the
most free-spender, borrowed money and came
to Greece.  When my brother came to Greece
my father got out of his illness.  After one week
the father wanted to buy a sack of flour for the
family. He asked my brother from America.
“Pericles, do you have any money I can borrow
to buy some flour?” My brother despite the fact
that he came from the States did not have any
money. Then our father had to go out in the vil-
lage and borrow some money from an uncle of
ours to buy flour.  But in a small village word
leaked soon out that Hadzis’ son from America
did not have any money. Pericles when heard
the whisperings of the villagers lost face and
told my father. “You come with me to America
so we can make money and show these fools
what they are worth.” This is how the rest of us
decided to emigrate. […]

America sounded to me like a colorful kalei-
doscopic picture before I left Greece and
abundant in money. I have never thought that I
would be here. We only knew that there was
abundance of everything.

Vlachos, p. 122.

At around 1890, emigration from Greece
became a mass phenomenon, with most

emigrants heading for the USA. Although the
exodus never reached the levels of some other
European countries, it is estimated that about
500,000 Greeks emigrated to the United States
during the last decades of the 19th century up
until 1924. The factors that drove Greeks to mi-
grate were similar to those which led other
European populations to the USA during the
same period: the possibility of finding a job and
ameliorating one’s economic position during the
full force of American industrialisation; the socio-
economic conditions in the homeland: because
of market force intrusion into the traditional sys-
tem of small holdings, Peloponnesian agricul-
ture, especially in the regions which produced
raisins, after a period of prosperity, fell into a
severe crisis, with many farmers unable to pay
taxes due to high rates of interest and higher
labour and production costs. This, combined with
the fact that Greece did not create an industrial
sector and with the will –due mostly to rumours
about wealth in America- and the possibility -
due to better transport- to migrate were
amongst the main reasons that led so many
Greeks to leave their villages for a far away for-
eign country. Most were males who began with
manual work in factories, mills, mines and rail-
roads. However, a significant portion of the early
immigrants catered to the needs of a swelling
urban population by becoming proprietors of
their own business. 
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What kinds of migration do you know about? How would you characterise overseas migration?
I.e. for economic, cultural, ethnic, religious reasons, or involuntary / forced migration (e.g.

refugees from a war, or borders being changed) or something else?
How does population growth and urbanisation influence emigration?
What economic factors influence emigration?

3 Steve Hadzis was a Greek emigrant from the Peloponnese region who went to the USA at the beginning of the 20th

century. Hadzis was one of the few Greeks who, after a few years in the US, settled in Anderson, Indiana attracted by the
possibility of opening a small store that could serve the increasing working population of the city.

??



Compare the figures for the four countries. What are your remarks?
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Try to see extracts from the film
“America, America” by E. Kazan; dis-

cuss the “American dream” and the ways in
which it spread across the countryside of
various Balkan states; its role in motivating
migration and in helping migrants to over-
come their fears. Try to find information
about the life of emigrants from your coun-
try to the USA at the beginning of the 20th

century and compare their expectations to
their experiences during the first years of
their settlement there.
Read documents III-19, III-20, V-10 and V-
11 and compare the experience of people
who were forced to emigrate with the emi-
gration experience described in the docu-
ment above. 

OOvveerraallll  qquueessttiioonnss  oonn  cchhaapptteerr  IIaa
Do some research on your own town in

the early 20th century: was it an Ottoman city
or a city of a nation-state? Do you know of any
novels describing urban life in that period?
Compare multi-ethnic cities (like Salonica
or Istanbul) with capitals or other urban cen-
tres of nation-states: are there differences
in architecture, everyday life, pastimes, or
anything else?
Combining different documents from other
chapters, along with the tables above, try to
categorise population movements in South-
east Europe before and during the Balkan
wars. 

?? ??

Ib. EEccoonnoommyy
TABLE 6

BBaallkkaann  SSttaattee  BBuuddggeettss,,  11889988--1199112244

4 In millions of lei, leva, dinars, and drachmae.
5 In franc equivalents.

Romania Bulgaria Serbia Greece
Rev. Exp. R-E Rev. Exp. R-E Rev. Exp. R-E Rev. Exp. R-E

1900 210  237  –27 81    96  –15 75    84   –9 120  109  +11
1905 308  263  +45 128  125  +3 95    87   +8 130  116  +14
1910 583  525  +58 81  198  –17 126  128  –2 175  141  +34
1911 644  533  +111 199  181  +18               140  125 +15               240  181  +59

??

Source: Jackson-Lampe, p.234.

TABLE 7
SSttrruuccttuurree  ooff  ssttaattee  eexxppeennsseess  ppeerr  ccaappiittaa  iinn  1199111155

Source: Jackson-Lampe, p.234.

Expenses Total      Public Debt     Military    Infrastructure    Public Education    Agriculture and Industry
Romania 75 13 12 13 7 1
Serbia 43 12 10 5 3 1
Bulgaria 42 9 9 10        5 2
Greece 67 28 11 2
Austria-Hungary 62 10 2
Germany 55 5 16
France 114 32 25 8
Great Britain 126 19                                           11                                1



II--22..  FFaarrmmiinngg  iinn  OOttttoommaann  MMaacceeddoonniiaa,,  11990000ss

From the legal point of view, farmers consist of:
1. Landowners
2. Çiftçis (sharecroppers)
3. Labourers and domestic servants

The first group, who are masters of the çiftçis,
are the Muslim beys; the second are the
Christian villagers.
There are also Christian landowners, but they
have only small holdings, not exceeding 200
dünüms (of about 1,200 square metres each);
beyond that limit, landownership is mainly in
the hands of the beys. Small holdings are pre-
dominant in mountainous regions, large hold-
ings in the plains. Large Christian landowners
are a rare exception, represented by Greeks
who own vast estates in the cazas of Serres,
Drama, and Salonica.
[…] Sharecropping is one of the main causes
of the awful misery of the Christian rural popu-
lation, for it gives rise to permanent arbitrari-
ness and abuses by the bey, against whom
there is no recourse. In theory, sharecropping
works thus: the bey, who owns the land, hands
it out in plots according to the number of fami-
lies in the çiftlik—a family tills 60-100 dünüms,
depending on the number of its members. The
bey also advances the seed and provides free
lodging. The produce, after deduction of the
tithe, is divided in equal parts between the
owner and the cropper. Such a sharing can
provide the land-owner with a profit varying
between 18 and 25 percent of his capital. But,
more often than not, the landlord is not satis-
fied with such a share and—as absolute mas-
ter of the fate of his Christian sharecropper,
whose labour he exploits according to his plea-
sure—he manages to seize from him, by
threats and violence, the better part of what is
due to the latter.
[…] Christian landowners are, in the main,
Bulgarians. As we said earlier, their holdings
seldom exceed 200 dünüms. They till the land

themselves and could have enjoyed a certain
well-being if taxes were more equitably
assessed and more honestly levied and also if
insecurity were not a constant threat to the
lives and property of Christians. 

Draganof, La Macédoine et les Réformes (Paris 1906), 
pp.43-53 in Issawi, pp.225-7.

What was the situation of Christian
peasants in Ottoman Macedonia?

vv66..  TThhee  ssppiinnnniinngg  mmiillll  ooff  tthhee  SSaaiiaass  bbrrootthheerrss
iinn  SSaalloonniiccaa

Megas, Souvenir, p.86, ill.92.

The spinning mill of the Saias brothers
was set up in 1873. It employed about

470 workers, of which 350 were young Jewish
girls between fourteen and eighteen years old.
In 1902, the factory suffered damage in an
earthquake which struck the city. It was com-
pletely destroyed in the fire of 1917. 

Why did so many young girls work in
the factory? Do you know what the

working conditions were like? How would
you feel working in a spinning mill instead of
going to school? 
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Please compare and comment on the differences in the expenses between the different
countries.

How do the tendencies in the Balkan states’ expenses correspond to those of the Great Powers?
Why are the military expenses so high?

??

??

??



Romania (mil. lei)
1901-05 299 27 28 6 17
1906-10 409 25 34 5 15
1911 570 24 32 6             15
Bulgaria (mil.leva)
1901-05 95 27 15              6 17 14
1906-10 140 27 17 6 16 14
1911 199 24 20 13 15 8
Serbia (mil. dinars)
1901-05 53 58 13 9
1906-10 70 33 33 12
1911 115 41 27 8
Greece (mil. drachmae)
1901-05 140 14 9 8 21 10           
1906-10 149 12 9 7 22                   9
1911 174 17 9 8 4                    5

Average 
Imports

% from
Austria-Hungary

% from
Germany

% from
France

% from
U.K.

% from
Ottoman Empire

Source: Jackson-Lampe, p.181.
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TABLE 8a
BBaallkkaann  EExxppoorrttss,,  11990011--11991111

What are the trends in the foreign trade of the Balkan countries? Please comment on the dif-
ferences6. 

Why did Romania and Serbia have such restricted trade relations with the Ottoman Empire, com-
pared to Bulgaria?
How did foreign trade influence economic growth? 

??

6 Also consider the possibility that Greece may have already had a shipping surplus.

Romania (mil. lei)
1901-05 361 13 7 3 9 29
1906-10 501 10 6 7 10 30
1911 692 9 5 7           8 28
Bulgaria (mil.leva)
1901-05 120 10 9 6 16 19
1906-10 119 8 12 6 12 18 27
1911 185 6 12 6 13 28 16
Serbia (mil. dinars)
1901-05 66 86 5 1 6
1906-10 84 28 25 1 10
1911 117 41 25 1 8
Greece (mil. drachmae)
1901-05 87 14 8 10 27 6
1906-10 120 10 10 8 26 11
1911 141 10 11 10 24                               4

Average 
Exports

% to
Austria-Hungary

% to
Germany

% to
France

% to
U.K.

% to
Belgium

% to
Ottoman Empire

Source: Jackson-Lampe, p.174.

TABLE 8b
BBaallkkaann  IImmppoorrttss,,  11990011--11991111
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vv77..  MMeeaannss  ooff  ttrraannssppoorrtt  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  2200tthh  cceennttuurryy  iinn  AAllbbaanniiaa

Gjurme te Historise Kombetare ne Fototeken e Shkodres, p.60. 
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TABLE 9
BBaallkkaann  RRaaiillwwaayy  LLiinneess77 iinn  SSeerrvviiccee,,  11887700--11991122

7 In kilometres.
8 General Ivan Fichev (1860-1931) was chief-of-staff of the Bulgarian army in 1910; he worked out a new plan for war
against Turkey. He opposed the beginning of the Second Balkan War. He was a member of the Bulgarian delegation
for negotiating the peace treaty in Bucharest in July 1913.

ROMANIA BULGARIA SERBIA GREECE
1870 248 221 0 12
1880 921 224 0 12
1885 1,356 224 253 222
1890 2,424 803 540 697
1895 2,534 861 540 916
1900 3,100 1,566 571 1,033
1905 3,179 1,567 707 1,351
1910 3,437 1,897 892 1,573
1912 3,532 2,109 976 1,584

Were the railways thought to be a means of, or a proof of economic growth and why?
Could they be constructed for reasons unrelated to economic considerations?

??

II--33..  AAnnaallyyssiiss  ooff  tthhee  BBuullggaarriiaann  rraaiillwwaayyss  ssyysstteemm,,
mmaaddee  bbyy  tthhee  cchhiieeff--ooff--ssttaaffff  ooff  tthhee  BBuullggaarriiaann
aarrmmyy,,  ggeenneerraall  FFiicchheevv88

The Operation Projects in 1911 and 1912
The recent research has shown that our rail-
ways will not be able to suit the military require-
ments in case of war. So, our operation pro-
jects could hardly be implemented concerning
the necessary transport during the mobilisation
and concentration of the army in the field.
Due to the very short period of existence of the
Bulgarian kingdom, the railway system had not
been able to reach its full development, thus
becoming a reliable means for national
defence.
The two trunk railway lines which went along
through North and South Bulgaria and the
trans-Balkan line - Gorna Oryahovitsa, Turnovo,

Stara Zagora, became the most important for
army transport in time of mobilisation.
Technically speaking, our railway lines, which
had been exclusively built for trade needs, had
many drawbacks: steep gradients, small radii,
very few and narrow railway stations, no load-
ing platforms for military trains, unsatisfactory
water supply at most of the railway stations,
few turn-round circles.

Fichev, Èçáðàíè ïðîèçâåäåíèÿ [Selected Works].

What military problems arose from the
situation of the Bulgarian railway sys-

tem as described in this source?
In what way are the railways connected with
the possibilities for a successful war?
How could the inadequacy of the railway
system be compensated for?

??

Source: Jackson-Lampe, p.211.



Do you know of any other technological devices that changed communications and life in
Europe in the late 19th and early 20th century? When did the first telephone appear in your

country? What do you think were the reactions of people to these innovations?

vv88..  VViillllaa  AAllllaattiinnii  iinn  TThheessssaalloonniikkii,,  11991133
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TABLE 10
TTeelleeggrraapphhss  iinn  11991100

??

Megas, Souvenir, p.107, ill.120.

Serbia 208 4.350 8.289
Bulgaria 350 5.935 12.760
Romania 3.127 7.321 20.641
Russia 8.423 199.502      705.752
Sweden 2.849 9.317 32.220
Denmark 559 3.644 12.842
Netherlands 1.393 7.526 36.884
Belgium 1.634 7.880 41.858
Great Britain and Ireland 13.959 98.625 931.532
France 20.303 182.794 690.636
Spain 1.902 42.935 92.109
Italy 7.664 49.443 203.711
Switzerland 2.361 3.614 26.021
Germany 45.116 274.593 2.050.332
Austria 6.970 46.952 235.493
Hungary 4.592 23.068 144.124
Bosnia and Herzegovina 173 3.231 7.374

Country Telegraph Offices
Length of Lines in Km Length of Wires in Km

Telegraph Net

Source: Sundhaussen, p.523.



How are the stu-
dents dressed? Do

you know if there were
separate schools for
girls and boys in your
country? 
Does your classroom
look like the one on the
picture? What is hang-
ing on the walls?

OOvveerraallll  qquueessttiioonnss  oonn  cchhaapptteerr  IIbb
Write a chronology of technological changes in your country in the late 19th and early 20th

century: electricity, automobile, gas, telephone etc.
Find information on the means of transport in your country in the late 19th and early 20th century.
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Villa Allatini was built as a private resi-
dence in 1895 by Charles Allatini on the

designs of the Italian architect Vitaliano Poselli.
In 1909 the mansion was bought by the 3rd

Corps of the Ottoman army and in 1912 it was
taken over by the Greek army. Abdul-Hamid II
was forced to live in Villa Allatini after the failure
of the counter-revolution and his dethronement
in April 1909; he was transferred back to
Istanbul in October 1912 when the Greek troops
were approaching. The Jewish family of Allatini
was one of the richest in Salonica and owned
two of the largest industries of the city (the
Allatini brickworks and the Allatini flour mill,
established in 1880 and 1882 respectively).

Who can you see on the picture? How
are they dressed? Was the bicycle

commonly used in SE Europe at that time?
What were its usages –for recreation or for
transport? Do you know what the reactions
to women riding bicycles were?

??

??

??

Ic. CCuullttuurree

Statistiki tis Dimosias
ekpaideuseos…, 
Athens 1912 in Koulouri,
Istoria, p.12.

vv99..  HHiissttoorryy  lleessssoonn  aatt  aa  ggiirrllss’’  sseeccoonnddaarryy  sscchhooooll,,  AAtthheennss  11991111
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9 Leon Sciaky, the author of this excerpt, was born in Salonica in 1893. His family were descendants of Jews expelled
from Spain in 1492, from Italy in 1493, and from Portugal in 1497. The Jews of Salonica spoke a fifteenth-century Spanish
dialect known as Ladino. In 1915, Leon emigrated to New York. His family followed him shortly after (his father Salomon,
his mother Paloma, his sisters Elda and Laure and his brother Maurice.) They fully intended to return, when the political
turmoil in Turkey ended but they never did. Leon studied mechanical engineering at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. In 1922
he married Frances Hillmann from Latvia. He died in Mexico City in 1958. He first published his memoirs of his childhood
in Salonica in 1946.

10 Followers of Sabbetai Zevi who converted to Islam.

II--44..  AA  JJeewwiisshh  bbooyy9 ddeessccrriibbiinngg  hhiiss  sscchhooooll  eexxppee--
rriieennccee  iinn  SSaalloonniiccaa,,  11990044

Le Petit Lycée Français opened its doors early
in the year 1904. It was modestly housed on
the lower floor of a small dwelling in the Cam-
pania, on the eastern edge of the city.

The score of children who made up the two
initial classes represented a fair cross-section
of the heterogeneous population of Salonica.
The lower group, in which I was placed, was
made up of three French boys, one Greek, four
Spanish Jews, a Serb, a Mamin10, an Armen-
ian, a Turk, and a Montenegrin boy who had
come from Cetinje expressly to join us.

While we all spoke French with fluency, we
had come from communal schools or private
tutors, and none of us had had more than
causal contact with any children but those of
his own nationality. And here, for the first time,
sitting side by side on the new benches, facing
the blackboard on its tripod, we listened to M.
Thierry, the ruddy-faced, blue-eyed, and
blond-mustached director, outline for us the
course of our studies. […]

His genuine interest in the customs of the
country loosened the tongues of the most shy
and retiring among us. Soon Mehmed, the
Turkish boy, was volunteering explanations of
the rites of Kurban Bairam, the holiday follow-
ing Ramadan; Yovanovich, a relative of King
Nicholas of Montenegro, spoke freely of his
people and his mountains; and we found with
Papopoulos that the Greeks had many cus-

toms in common with the Serbs, when Ivan,
the son of the consul, told us of his home cel-
ebration of Easter. As we talked freely togeth-
er and played together, as we made warm
friendships, visited one another’s homes, and
shared our confidences, we came to know
more intimately of those things about one
another’s ways which, viewed from the out-
side, might have appeared strange and mean-
ingless.

Sciaky, pp.152-153, 154.

In Salonica in 1908 there were 48 Jewish
schools, 32 Turkish schools, 20 Greek

Orthodox schools, 7 French schools and differ-
ent Italian, Bulgarian, Serbian and Romanian
institutions. The French speaking schools were
the ones of the Alliance Israélite Universelle, the
Mission Laïque, the Lycée and the Brothers and
Sisters of St Vincent de Paul. The majority of the
city’s Jewish children received their education
from institutions outside the control of their reli-
gious authorities.

What was Salonica’s ethnic composi-
tion in the early 20th century? Were pu-

pils influenced by their school experience
and how?
What is the ethnic composition of your
class? Do you have friends from different
nationalities?

??



Compare tables 11 and 12: can you detect a connection between schooling and literacy? 
Compare data from Western, Southern and Southeastern countries: does schooling corre-

spond to this categorisation?

Why do you think there is such a difference between men and women with regard to literacy? 
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TABLE 11
IIlllliitteerraaccyy  iinn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  2200tthh cceennttuurryy  ((ppeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  iilllliitteerraatteess))

**Year of empirical study
a: Of a school-going age_usually 5-14 years old
b: 6-10 years old
c: 7-20 years old

TABLE 12 
PPrriimmaarryy  sscchhoooollss  aanndd  ppuuppiillss  iinn  EEuurrooppee  ((llaattee  1199tthh ––  eeaarrllyy  2200tthh cceennttuurriieess))

??

??

Source: Mayer, p.102.

*Year of empirical study Source: Sundhaussen, p.555.

France (1901) 17,4 14,8 19,8 16,9
Austria (1900) 23,8 22,1 25,5 31,3 b

Hungary (1900) 40,7 34,4 49,6 36,2
Greece (1907) 60,8 41,8 79,8 55,0
Bulgaria (1900) 72,1 57,9 86,9 68,4
European Part of Russia (1897) 73,0 62,5 83,1 77,5
Romania (1899) 78,0 70,6
Serbia (1900) 79,7 67,3 92,9 78,3
Bosnia and Herzegovina 87,8 82,9 93,4 87,3 c

Country** Total                       Men                     Women                 Children a

Serbia (1904) 1,267 46 175
Greece (1902) 3,263 81 376
Bulgaria (1898) 4,686 96 436
Romania (1903) 4,207 75 351
Russia (1903) 84,500 44 187
Belgium (1905) 7,144 121 608
France (1903) 85,437 155 899
Portugal (1890) 5,339 47 238
Spain (1901) 33,763 105 525
Italy (1901) 61,777 84 393
Austria (1903) 21,292 146 670
Hungary (1905) 18,976 133 598
Bosnia and Herzegovina (1899) 293 18 76

Country* Schools  Pupils per 1000 
inhabitants

Pupils per 1000 
inhabitants (5-15 years old)



OOvveerraallll  qquueessttiioonnss  oonn  cchhaapptteerr  IIcc
Find information about the education system in your country in the 1900s: primary and sec-

ondary schools, curricula, school attendance, textbooks etc. 
Find a textbook from the early 20th century and compare it with your own textbook. Identify the
differences and the similarities.
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vv1100..  JJeewwiisshh  wwoommeenn  ddaanncciinngg,,  SSaalloonniiccaa

Megas, Souvenir, p.27, ill.11.

In Salonica there were many groups of
professional singers who performed at

weddings, circumcisions and other social gath-
erings. Jewish musicians were known as ‘tchal-
ghidjis’. On the eve of the Balkan wars, there
were around 60,000 Jews living in Salonica, out
of a total population of 150,000 inhabitants.

vv1111..  WWoommeenn  wweeaavveerrss,,  AAvvddeellaa  11990077  ––TThhee
ffiirrsstt  BBaallkkaann  ffiillmm

Chr.K.Christodoulou, p.39.

The brothers Yiannis (1878-1954) and
Miltiadis (1883-1964) Manakia, of Vlach

origin,were born in Avdela (Grevena region) and
lived in Monastir until 1905. They filmed lots of
events, people, ceremonies and customs in the
declining Ottoman Empire and are considered
as the fathers of cinema art in the Balkans. In
1921/2 they opened the first permanent cinema
hall in Monastir. Their film “Women weavers”
(1907) is considered to be the first film shot in
the Balkans.

Compare visuals 2, 10 and 11. Try to
compose two questions referring to all

three pictures.

??

??
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Wars have mostly been the results of the policies of a certain state or a group of states with com-
mon interests. The Balkan wars were no exception to this rule. After the treaty of Berlin in July 1878,
the main problem for nations in Southeast Europe was that of national unification, or the “national
question” as it was known at that time. The idea of living in a homogeneous mono-national state,
that had to encompass all of the territories thought to belong to one’s nation for historical or demo-
graphic reasons, was dominant in the collective imagination. That is why the border settlements
determined by the treaties were perceived as unsatisfactory and temporary. A vast part of the penin-
sula remained under the rule of the sultan and was considered by the neighbouring countries as a
field for territorial gains. Rival policies were triggered by the Great Powers’ policies in the region,
which tried to strengthen their influence in the peninsula in case of a diplomatic or military clash. 

The so-called ‘Eastern question’ had been at the top of diplomatic agendas, since early 19th cen-
tury, given the fear of a European war and the determination to preserve the status quo. The effort
to reconcile the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire with the European balance of power generat-
ed innumerable plans for a potential solution. The two alternatives of the continued existence of the
Ottoman Empire, or else its partitioning among the Great Powers, were challenged by the policies
of the new Balkan states who  envisioned national integration through territorial expansion. After the
Berlin Congress, the Great Powers were forced to integrate the future of the Balkan states into their
policy by partitioning their ‘spheres of influence’.

The policies of the Balkan governments, leading to a war, were challenged only by individuals
and small political groups in all Balkan societies. The Social-Democrats were the only well organ-
ised political group that opposed the war policy. They created the idea of a Balkan federation that
was supposed to be the general solution to all the political and social problems of Southeast
European countries. However, the influence of these groups was insignificant and did not create a
real alternative to the dominant policy.

Since the 19th century, Ottomanism had tried to promise the peaceful coexistence of all different
nationalities within a modernised Ottoman Empire. However, the autocratic regime of Abdul Hamid,
who dismissed the first Ottoman parliament in 1877, provoked opposition and conspiracies from
both his Christian and Muslim subjects. After thirty years of autocracy, the Young Turk revolution
brought both elections and Turkish nationalism; thus, rather than reconciling the non-Muslim sub-
jects to Ottoman rule, it contributed instead to the Empire’s disintegration. Balkan irredentisms met
with the Turkish nationalism of the Committee of Union and Progress. The more lasting conse-
quence of the Ottoman defeat in the Balkan wars was, in fact, the abandonment of Ottomanism in
favour of an aggressive nationalism.

Mobilising ideologies are not only to be found in rival nationalisms but also in ideological changes
detected all over Europe at the turn of the 19th century. The cult of youth, the search for a ‘new man’,
the new ideal of militant masculinity, social Darwinism and finally the positive image of war were
among those ideological trends that prepared European societies for a war that was foreseen and
expected.

The sources in this chapter do not try to document in detail the many aspects of the internal pol-
icy of the Balkan states and of their foreign policies in the context of the Eastern question. Neither
do they aspire to record the different ideological trends that had developed in the region at the turn
of 19th and the beginning of the 20th century. However, they help us to understand the complexity
of political and ideological factors that drove Balkan peoples to a war amongst themselves.



vv1122..  RRoommaanniiaa’’ss  ssoollee  - RRoommaanniiaann  ccaarrttoooonn,,
11991133

Furnica, IX, no. 20, 17 January 1913, p.1.

Translation:
-Oh my, master Carol; why do you try so

hard, in vain, to patch that, if you won’t fix the
sole as well?
-What sole?
-The sole of the country, don’t you see what
plight it is in?!

41

THE BALKAN WARS

Carnegie, p.38.

IIa. MMoobbiilliissiinngg  IIddeeoollooggiieess  

MMaapp  11::  NNaattiioonnaall  aassppiirraattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  BBaallkkaann  ccoouunnttrriieess  



Try to explain why according to the Bulgarian statistics the Bulgarians make up the majority of
the population, Greeks form the majority according to the Greek statistics and Serbs comprise

the greatest part of the population according to the Serbian statistics.

Use map 1 and identify the territories where the interests of the Balkan countries overlap.

Compare this table with table 3 omitting the provinces of Edirne and Shkodra.

TABLE 13  
RRiivvaall  ssttaattiissttiiccss  aabboouutt  MMaacceeddoonniiaa

11 Carnegie’s Committee: sent by the Carnegie Foundation for International Peace to investigate the atrocities commit-
ted during the Balkan Wars. The Foundation was established by Andrew Carnegie, an American industrialist and philan-
thropist. Members of the Balkan Commission of Inquiry: Dr. Joseph Redlich, Professor of Public Law at the University of
Vienna (Austria), Baron d’Estournelles de Constant, Senator (France), Justin Godart, lawyer and member of the Chamber
of Deputies (France), Dr. Walther Schücking, Professor of Law at the University of Marburg (Germany), Francis W. Hirst,
Esq., editor of The Economist (Great Britain), Dr. H.N. Brailsford, journalist (Great Britain), Professor Paul Milioukov,
member of the Duma (Russia), Dr. Samuel T. Dutton, Professor in Teachers’ College, Columbia University (US).
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??

BULGARIAN STATISTICS (Mr. Kantchev, 1900)
Turks                    499.204
Bulgarians   1.181.336
Greeks 228.702
Albanians  128.711
Wallachians 80.767
Jews 67.840
Gypsies 54.557
Serbians 700
Miscellaneous 16.407
TOTAL 2.258.224

SERBIAN STATISTICS (Mr. Gopcevic, 1889)
Turks 231.400
Bulgarians 57.600
Greeks 201.140
Albanians 165.620
Wallachians 69.665
Jews 64.645
Gypsies 28.730
Serbians 2.048.320
Miscellaneous 3.500
TOTAL 2.870.620

GREEK STATISTICS (Mr. Delyani, 1904)
(Kosovo vilayet omitted)

Turks 634.017
Bulgarians 332.162
Greeks 652.795
Albanians -
Wallachians 25.101
Jews 53.147
Gypsies 8.911
Serbians  -
Miscellaneous 18.685
TOTAL 1.724.818

Carnegie1111, pp.28, 30.

There was no Ottoman administrative
area called ‘Macedonia’ and therefore the

rival statistics are based on different definitions
of what geographical regions made up ‘Mace-
donia’. In general, Macedonia was thought to
consist of the vilayets of Salonica, Janina, and
Monastir.



IIII--11..  TThhee  eexxppeeccttaattiioonnss  ooff  aa  SSeerrbbiiaann  ssoollddiieerr

The Serbian soldier, like the Greek, was firmly
persuaded that in Macedonia he would find
compatriots, men who could speak his lan-
guage and address him with jivio or zito. He
found men speaking a language different from
his, who cried hourrah! He misunderstood or
did not understand at all. The theory he had
learned from youth of the existence of a
Serbian Macedonia and Greek Macedonia
naturally suffered; but his patriotic conviction
that Macedonia must become Greek or
Serbian, if not so already, remained unaffect-
ed. Doubtless Macedonia had been what he
wanted it to become in those times of Ducan
the Strong or the Byzantine Emperors. It was
only agitators and propagandist Bulgarians
who instilled into the population the idea of
being Bulgarians. The agitators must be driven
out of the country, and it would again become
what it had always been, Serbian or Greek.
Accordingly they acted on this basis.

Who were these agitators who had made
people forget the Greek and Serbian lan-
guages? First, they were the priests; then the
schoolmasters; lastly the revolutionary ele-
ments who, under the ancient régime, had
formed an “organisation”; heads of bands and
their members, peasants who had supplied
them with money or food, - in a word the whole
of the male population, in so far as it was edu-
cated and informed. 

Carnegie, pp.50-51.

How were the soldiers trained? Try to
understand why they were trained in

this manner.
In what way is this text related to the statis-
tics presented in the tables above?
Can you find any evidence in this Work-

book –or elsewhere- that would challenge
the interpretation of the above text?

IIII--22..  TThhee  iiddeeoollooggyy  ooff  ssaaccrriiffiiccee,,  bbyy  aa  RRoommaanniiaann
ssoollddiieerr

For a man, in the prime of life, to unhesitatingly
go to the battlefield, knowing very well that he
might die there, for him to give up the most pow-
erful instinct, the one of self-preservation, ser-
enely walking towards the mouth of a gun, that
man has to fulfil some moral conditions, to be
convinced that through his sacrifice he will free
his own people from oppression, or that,
although he or his own will not lose or win, the
bloodshed will serve his country and fellow men.
This moral feature requires a certain material
state, a certain degree of culture, certain citizen
rights, and such an army will either be unbeat-
able or its defeat will be at a terrible price.

Popescu, pp.5-6.

What male ideal is represented in this
document? Do you think that recruits

were going ‘unhesitatingly’ to the battle-
field?

IIII--33..  TTuurrkkss  aanndd  OOttttoommaanniissmm  

Preface
I wrote this little novel five years ago. My pur-
pose was not to create a literary work. I only
wanted to contrast the strange ideas of our
enlightened people with social realities. I came
to know many of our great men after the
Constitution. Almost all their ideas could be
summarised as follows: “Being Ottoman is a
common nationality. Being Ottoman is not only
being Turkish or Muslim. Every individual who
lives under Ottoman jurisdiction belongs to the
Ottoman Nation (Osmanli milleti) regardless of
ethnicity or denomination! (bila tefrik-i cins-u
mezheb)”. However, this idea was no more
than an illusion, in those minds that were prod-
ucts of the non-national Tanzimat system of
education. There was no possibility of forming
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a common nation out of the totality of those
individuals who had a different language, reli-
gion, morals, history, culture and who prided
themselves on different things. Was “Ottoman”
something else other than the name of our
state? One could not call those Germans who
lived in Austria ‘the Austrian Nation or the
‘Habsburg Nation’. A German was a German
regardless of where he came from. Likewise,
we who speak Turkish were a nation, the pos-
sessor of a history thousands of years old, and
of a mythology even older. We were genuine
Turks wherever we were living whether in the
Ottoman Empire, the Caucasus, Azerbaycan,
Turkistan, Buhara, Kashgar wherever… On
the other hand, our Intelligentsia had such
absurd political views and so ridiculous a
social goal in attributing mystical meanings to
the term Ottoman that tears would come to
one’s eyes!

Ömer Seyfeddin, Ashab-Kehfimiz.

Ömer Seyfeddin (1884-1920) -short story
writer, propagandist, proponent of spo-

ken (or popular) Turkish and fervent modernist
nationalist. He created a consolidated demono-
logy. In most of the novels the recurring themes
are nationalism and minorities. Some of his nov-
els are about Balkan wars and Bulgarian atroci-
ties. His novel “Our Seven Sleepers” was writ-
ten in the form of a diary of a fictitious Armenian
former revolutionary named Hayikyan. In his
preface in 1918, shortly before his death,
Seyfeddin claims that he wrote the novel in
1913. However, according to Halil Berktay, it
was actually written in 1918, as an indirect apol-
ogy or defence against the prosecution in the
war crimes trial that had then started in occu-
pied Istanbul.

What was the ideology of Ottomanism?
Why does Seyfeddin believe that this

idea was an ‘illusion’?

IIII--44..  TThhee  ffeeeelliinnggss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppeeaassaannttss
ttoowwaarrddss  YYoouunngg  TTuurrkkss  iinn  OOttttoommaann  MMaacceeddoonniiaa

For the integrity of the Ottoman Empire the
peasant, living in the mud hut of his remote
hamlet, cared not a whit. All he knew of the
empire was within the confines of his valley.
He had been told it would be different now that
hurriet12 had been proclaimed. And he had
hoped that it would mean an end to the extor-
tions of the tax collector, to the arrogance of
the bey, to the brutality of the soldiery. He had
hoped that he could now till his field without
fear. Perhaps he could enjoy a greater share of
the food he and his family toiled so hard to pro-
duce. That is how be understood hurriet. His
oxen, the few belongings in his hut, his fields
and his church—that was the extent of the
empire he wanted to preserve.

But it was not to be. They had come all of a
sudden and told him his son must go to the
army, to the army with the Turks. Then one day
Anatolian soldiers had surrounded the hamlet.
They had entered the houses, opened chests,
and ripped the straw mattresses. They were
looking for rifles, they said. And they had beat-
en him cruelly and insulted his wife when he
told them he had none.

“Giaour,”13 they had said, “give us your rifle
because we kill you.” A good thing he had a lit-
tle money to buy them off.

And now the priest of his church in the vil-
lage on the other side of the mountain had
been arrested. They had manacled him and
taken him to the Konak14. No one knew what
crime he was accused of.  

No, you could not trust the Turks. Old Turks,
Young Turks, hurriet or no, they were the
same!  They wanted the Christians bowed
down, on their knees.

By 1911 the Young Turks’ party and its new
regime had become a veritable nightmare. In
vain did it attempt to recapture the good will
and the confidence of the people that it had
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13 Deprecatory term hurled at Christians. It means ‘infidel’.
14 Large building, palace. In Salonica, the government administration building.
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had at the outset, by bringing the new sultan15

to Salonica and parading him in Albania.
Sciaky, p.248.

vv1133..  CCoommiittaaddjjiiss  iinn  KKaassttoorriiaa  rreeggiioonn,,  
eeaarrllyy  2200tthh  cceennttuurryy

Papazoglou, p.106.

On the right, voyvoda (chief) Marko
Ivanov from Kailar (today Foufa in Ka-

storia region) born in 1877 and died in Sofia in
1933. In the middle, voyvoda Manol Rozov from
Bobista (today Verga in Kastoria region), born in
1878 and killed on 3rd September 1903. This
photo was probably shot just before the Ilinden
resurrection.

IIII--55..  TThhee  iiddeeaa  ooff  aa  BBaallkkaann  AAlllliiaannccee  
bbyy  IIvvaann  VVaazzoovv,,  BBuullggaarriiaann  ppooeett  

Eight years ago, when fraternal meetings of
Serbian and Bulgarian academic youth and
cultural workers became frequent, our editor
addressed many renowned Bulgarian politi-
cians, authors and public figures asking them
to give him their concise opinion about the
Balkan Alliance, which at that time was only a
dream of patriots on both sides. Here is what
the greatest living Bulgarian poet, Ivan Vazov,
responding to our request, said about the
Balkan Alliance:
“The Balkan Alliance is a word which I wish
from all my heart to get body and blood and
turn into reality as soon as possible.
And why hasn’t it become a reality yet? There
are many reasons for that: mistakes from our
histories (both Serbian and Bulgarian), our
past, ancient and recent; lack of mature politi-
cal thought among those who direct the fate or
our two nations, weakness for mutual conflicts
and rivalry, typical only of the Slavs. As one
can see, there are many obstacles for carrying
out this idea.
We should arm ourselves with courage for
mutual concessions; we should have the
courage to forget all selfish national concerns
and to think only of one thing: that both the
Bulgarian and the Serbian people will be free,
mighty and great only in a fraternal march for-
ward in firm political alliance.”

Balkanski rat u slici i recvvi, No 6, 24 February (9 March) 1913.

Try to explain the reasons why, accord-
ing to Vazov, it was very hard for the

Balkan peoples to unite.
Do you think it would have been possible for
neighbouring countries “to forget all selfish
national concerns” at the beginning of the
20th c.? Is it possible nowadays?
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15 Mehmet V Resat (1911-1918), 35th sultan and son of Abdul Metzit. He succeeded his elder brother Abdul Hamid
(1909). He ceded complete power to the CUP and the politicians. He died before the end of WWI.
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16 International Socialist Bureau – a section of Second International–international union of the socialist parties, estab-
lished in 1889 in Paris. After WWI it was dissolved.

IIII--66..  BBaallkkaann  uunniioonn  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  SSeerrbbiiaann
SSoocciiaall  DDeemmooccrraattiicc  PPaarrttyy

AA..  FFrroomm  tthhee  ssppeeeecchh  ooff  tthhee  lleeaaddeerr  ooff  tthhee
SSeerrbbiiaann  SSoocciiaall  DDeemmooccrraattiicc  PPaarrttyy,,  DDiimmiittrriijjee
TTuuccoovviicc,,  aatt  tthhee  aannttii--wwaarr  pprrootteesstt  rraallllyy  iinn  11991122

As for the views on national freedom we, social
democrats differ from the bourgeoisie. For, the
bourgeoisie wants freedom for its people at the
cost of depriving other peoples of their free-
dom. If Macedonia were annexed to Bulgaria,
then for every liberated Bulgarian there would
be one or more imprisoned Serbs, Greeks, Ro-
manians, Turks, etc. If Old Serbia were annex-
ed to Serbia, then for every free Serb there
would be two oppressed Albanians, Turks, etc.
We want

freedom of our people while not destroying
the freedom of the others.

This goal can be reached only by creating 
one political unity

in the Balkans in which all peoples–Serbs,
Bulgarians, Greeks, Romanians, Montenegr-
ins and Gypsies–would be fully equal, regard-
less of which ruler ruled in which region sever-
al centuries ago.

BB..  FFrroomm  tthhee  ssppeeeecchh  ooff  tthhee  SSeerrbbiiaann  SSoocciiaall
DDeemmooccrraattiicc  PPaarrttyy  ddeeppuuttyy  ((DD..  LLaappcceevviicć́))  iinn  tthhee
NNaattiioonnaall  AAsssseemmbbllyy,,  77tthh ((2200tthh))  OOccttoobbeerr  11991122

We are, gentlemen, opponents of the status
quo, we do not support the perpetuation of the
feudal and caste Turkish empire in the same
way as we are against the perpetuation of
empires and kingdoms of others; wwee  aarree  ffoorr
tthhee  eelliimmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattuuss  qquuoo  oonn  tthhee  eennttiirree
BBaallkkaann  PPeenniinnssuullaa,,  ffoorr  aa  ddeemmooccrraattiicc  rreevvoolluuttiioonn,
which would be a guarantee, not only for our
liberation and for putting up resistance against
European capitalist countries, but, if you will,
the only way to achieve our national unification
and for the national unification of all Balkan

peoples.(…)
Partitioning of the Balkans into individual small
countries will precisely create new sources of
friction among the Balkan nations and
statelets. After that, the Serbs will go to liber-
ate the Serbs under the Bulgarian rule, and
Bulgarians will go to liberate the Bulgarians
under the Serbian rule. And then that would
cause endless friction, weak Balkan peoples
will perish and the Balkans will gradually, like a
ripe pear, fall into the hands of the greedy
European capitalists, who have imperialistic
appetites and colonial thirst.(…)
We are, gentlemen
aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  wwaarr  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  BBaallkkaann  ppeeoopplleess

not only because it would be
bbllooooddyy  aanndd  tteerrrriibbllee

for us, Balkan peoples, because it would
ddeeggrraaddee  aanndd  rruuiinn  uuss

but because by its consequences it would have
terrible effects unless the European powers
have an agreement between them for the divi-
sion of the Balkans immediately and directly.

Lapcević, Rat i srpska socijalna demokratija, pp.61-66. 

IIII--77..  RReeppoorrtt  bbyy  tthhee  CCeennttrraall  CCoommmmiitttteeee  ooff
BBuullggaarriiaann  LLaabboouurr  SSoocciiaall  DDeemmooccrraattiicc  PPaarrttyy
((lleefftt--wwiinngg))  ttoo  tthhee  IISSBB1166

Sofia,13.11.1912

The union of the Balkan countries, which has
been, until recently, considered a utopia by the
bourgeois leaders, today is a fait accompli. In
fact, we are quite far away from that economic,
political and cultural union, which is the aim of
the Balkan Social-Democrats. But the agree-
ment, reached by the Balkan governments, dis-
courages the opponents of the idea for a
Balkan union. If this agreement still lasts after
these courtiers have completely defeated their
mutual enemy, this will be a decisive step
towards a closer and stronger union of the
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Balkan people, towards the Balkan Federation. 
We are striving for Turkey’s entrance into

the Balkan union too, because there cannot be
a real and final union of the Balkan people
without the Turkish as an independent nation,
as they are about 4-5 million people living in
the Balkans. However, the bourgeoisie and the
ruling dynasties, in whose hands is the power
in the Balkans nowadays, preferred a Christian
union of the Balkan countries against Turkey.

D. Blagoev17, Bulletin, No 9.

What is the alternative to the division
and annexation of Macedonia accord-

ing to the socialist parties of Bulgaria and
Serbia?
Compare the two documents II-6 and II-7.
Do you find any differences? If yes, try to
explain them. Comment on the idea of a
Balkan Federation. Was it achievable at
that time?

IIII--88..  RReeppoorrtt  bbyy  tthhee  ““SSoocciiaalliisstt  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  
ooff  SSaalloonniikkii””  sseenntt  ttoo  tthhee  IISSBB,,  11991133

And we support, based on the reality of the
facts, that if the nations that live in these terri-
tories were left free to show their inclinations
and express their wishes, they would have
never fought one another: all nations would
fight against the authoritarian regime, united
and in accordance with the Turkish population.
The fight between them was impossible
because each nation could not accommodate
its own interests by imposing itself on another
nation but on the contrary, by having tight unity
and mutual cooperation. The Balkan nationali-
ties are so mixed inside the same territories
that for the interest of each one, only a regime
of total national equality would be desirable.
[…]

The unattainable distribution
Thus, every solution to the question of

Macedonia and Thrace that would aim to dis-
tribute these provinces between the old or the
new Balkan Allies, meaning Bulgaria, Greece,
Serbia and Montenegro, or even between the
last three allies, instead of bringing appease-
ment, instead of easing the destiny of the pop-
ulations that suffered so much, would rather
open a new period of hurt for them. And the
country, more than now, would be transformed
into a field of anarchy and rivalry. The Balkans,
if the old provinces of European Turkey were
to be distributed, would constitute a continu-
ous danger for the European peace.

Elefantis, pp. 44, 48.

The Socialist Federation of Saloniki was
founded in 1909 and functioned until

1918 when, together with other socialist organi-
sations, it founded the Labour Socialist Party of
Greece. Its members were mostly Jewish but it
also included some Bulgarians and a small num-
ber of Greeks and Muslims. While Bulgarian social-
ists followed the German model and Karl Kautsky
(asserting the principle of national indepen-
dence), the Federation –just like the Serbian
socialists- followed the Austrian model of Karl
Renner and Otto Bauer who dissociated the
notions of nationality and national territory. The
Federation was against the partition of the
Ottoman territories in Europe and in favour of
the abolition of Ottoman absolutism and the
advent of socialism. This is the reason why, in
contrast to the other Balkan socialists (the
Bulgarians e.g.), it supported the Young Turk
revolution, expecting from the CUP the political
and social modernisation of the Ottoman Em-
pire. After the first Balkan War and before the
treaty of Bucharest, the Federation revised its
positions, this time supporting the idea of an
autonomous Macedonia (and Thrace). This new
position is echoed in the report sent to the ISB
under the title “The solution to the Balkan ques-
tion” and signed anonymously by “A Balkan”. 
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17 Dimitar Blagoev (1856-1924), was the founder of the Bulgarian socialist movement in 1891 and leader of the BLSDP
(left-wing). The BLSDP split into two parts in 1903. In 1919 it was named The Bulgarian Communist Party.



Compare the numbers and make a conclusion about the military potential of the war-
engaged countries.

Using texts II-6, II-7 and II-8 describe
the two solutions suggested by Balkan

socialists about the future of the Balkans in
general and Macedonia in particular. Make
two lists and put into them the respective
arguments. 

GGeenneerraall  qquueessttiioonn
Compare Ottomanism, the idea of an

autonomous Macedonia and the idea of a
Balkan Federation: can you identify com-
mon elements and differences?
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TABLE 14 
HHuummaann  rreessoouurrcceess  dduurriinngg  tthhee  BBaallkkaann  WWaarrss  11991122--11991133

1.Bulgaria
2.Serbia
3.Greece

4.Montenegro

Total 

5.Turkey

4,430
2,910
2,630
247

10,217

23,000

2,253
1,500
1,350
127

5,230

12,000

800
530
480
60

1,870

4,200

67
175
90
30

902

40

G. Georgiev, Human resources of the countries which took part in the Balkan War 1912-1913.
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IIII--99..  TThhee  nneewwssppaappeerr  ooff  tthhee  rruulliinngg  ppaarrttyy  iinn
BBuullggaarriiaa,,  aabboouutt  tthhee  SSeerrbbiiaann--BBuullggaarriiaann  ccoonnfflliicctt
oovveerr  MMaacceeddoonniiaa,,  11991133

The alpha and the omega of this glorious epic
are connected with the destiny of Macedonia;
and if Bulgaria had not preliminarily assumed
an obligation to Serbia that the territories in
Macedonia would be divided according to the
contract, it would never, never and under no
circumstances have waged a war against
Serbia. If it had been a question of tearing and
giving away Bulgarian territories, Bulgaria
could have long ago found other allies, with

whose help Serbia could have also been divid-
ed. We believed Serbia’s word of honour,
which had been given by its official represen-
tatives, with tears in their eyes. Bulgaria had
signed a treaty with Serbia, which, when pub-
lished, will show that it cares more about
Serbia’s welfare than the liberation of the
Christians under the Turkish yoke.

Mir, 3887, 17 May 1913, in Kishkilova, Áàëêàíñêèòå âîéíè.

“Mir” was the organ of the People’s Party,
ruling during the Balkan War; Russophile.

Country Population 
(in thousands)

Men 
(in thousands)

Levy in mass
(in thousands)

Maximum strength of the
armed forces (in thousands)



Translation: “Get Away From Me!
Bloodsucking Beasts!!”

vv1144..  AAllbbaanniiaa  ddeeffeennddiinngg  SSccuuttaarrii  aanndd  JJaanniinnaa  ffrroomm  tthhee  mmoonnkkeeyy  MMoonntteenneeggrroo,,
tthhee  ttiiggeerr  GGrreeeeccee,,  aanndd  tthhee  ssnnaakkee  SSeerrbbiiaa
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newspaper Dielli (The Sun), 13 February 1913, p. 3.



Translation:
Romania, bearing the mandate of Euro-

pean civilisation; the Bulgarians–the barbarians
from the Balkans. 

Describe the symbolic figures on visu-
als 14 and 15. How are the neighbours

of each country presented?

vv1155..  RRoommaanniiaa  pprreesseenntteedd  aass  bbeeaarriinngg  tthhee  mmaannddaattee  ooff  EEuurrooppeeaann  cciivviilliissaattiioonn  
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Gazeta Ilustrata, II, 
6 July 1913, p. 1.
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� 3�"�..8� 1��,�!"�!� !"�/�3���+�,��! � ��#��/
 �+�� ��#� 2 �� ����  2� !"�/�� ������/%� ! �,�����/
�� 3���+"� !"��%�! ���������/�! ���, ���!"���
�� �$/� "�#�/� ��#� �@. /�� !"�,%� �/� !"���� �,.��
#��+��"�#� !��+��#� !"��3 ��#� ��! �+������� !"�,
�Q��//���/� 2�!"����/!$%�!" /����#�+�� �/%�/!�.�#
.� .��4�� !�+ �!��!�3�!"�3"�!�!"�8�"�#�� !%�!"�
+"��!����/+ ��#���/%�!"�8�3��!�#�! �/��F��!"�

/"���� 2�!"���������/%�!" /��3" �"��.�#�!"�,���
!"����+ �G��/!/���#�3�!" �!�3" ,�!"�8�3 ��#
"����� ���.���/"�#���#���!"������/��� 3�!"�8
3����� /������8!"����!"�8$#�� !���"�8�#�/������!�
�"�8���������������@�,.��� 2�!"��,8!"�3�!"�!"�
# ����#�!"��,��!�
1�2����8 ��������3�8/��!�,8�/�#�%�8 ����#� ��
#����+"��#�����1�8�����2 ��8 �%���!�!"����+! �8��/
��/ ��+����#������2%���+��/���!�,���/�!"�!� ��
/�.���!� �� 3���� � !� ��/!� ,�+"� � ������ 1� # �$!
/�.. /��!"��3���3����!����, ���!"�����2 �!���"!
� 3�
�"�!� # �/������� /� "���� ! � /�8� � 3� �� �!
!"�����������/%�3" ,�"���#,���#�/ �,�+"=
��!"�����,8�� ��%
I ���"�/���#

���+"�/%�..�(���(�-�

Q�.���//��� �� /!�#��#� �!� !"�� H���!��8
�+"  �� ����!"��/���#�!"�������+�#�,8

 2� �������� ��� .��!�+�.�!�#� �/� ���  22�+��� ��� !"�
���+ ������/"�����  2� ��-�� ��#� ��� !"�� ������
���/��V�����:������#�+� 3��.���+��9 �/!��!��
���3�������#�/,��#���#���/!�,����!�"�/�3�#�
#���� 5�-<-6�� ��� 3�/� ��!��� #�/,�//�#� 2� ,� !"�
��,8�2 ����3"����#���! �"�/�� 8���/!�+ ���+!� �/�
���3�/�,���/!��� 2��������22���/����!"��#�+!�! ���
���� ����,��!� 2�1��H�!�@�/�5�-(S��-E�6�

�"8�3�/���+! �8��,. �!��!�! �Q�.���/�
/��� �=

�"�!�3�/�!"���,���� 2����������/���������
/ +��!8���2 ���!"������������/=
�"�!�3 ��#�8 ��3��!���������!!���! �8 ���2�,�
��8��2�8 ��3������/ �#�����!�!"��2� �!=
��8�! �2��#���!!��/� 2�/ �#���/�3" �.��!�+�.�!�
�#� ���  !"��� 3��/� ��� !"�� �<!" +��!��8� ��#
+ ,.����!"����+ �!��!/�
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�"���������� 2��������/���#�!"���@ #�/� 2�!"�
#�2��!�#�. .���!� ���/���� �,�����#�!��#�!� ���
��+�#��!� 2������������3��/���#���/����+!� �/��1!
�/�!"��"���!� 2�����!"�/��.� .�����"�!�!"�8�"���
/�22���#� !"�,/����/%� !"�8� ��2��+!� ��� !���� �. �
 !"��/�� 1!� + ��#� "���� ����� �� �#�#�  ��8� �8
�,.���!���� �#��/�2� ,��!"��/%�������#�%���#
� 2��%� ��#�  ��8� !"��� �2� !"�� +"��+"� ��#� !"�
��/�����!�  �����/�!� �� "�#� /�+ �#�#� !"�
��/ ���� 2�!"��� ����,��!/��� ���������..���
2 �� "�,���!8� 3�/� ��� 2�+!� .����/"�#� �8� !"�
H�+�# ����� ��/�����!� >1�!������ :������
/�!� �?(-%���!��!��..���/�! �"����.� #�+�#���!!��
�22�+!�

9�������% .��(�

��/� >!"�� ��������  2� �������/� ��#� !"�
�@ #�/�  2� !"�� #�2��!�#� . .���!� �?� ��

2�+!�>��� �,�����#�!��#�!� ������+�#��!?=�
* �8 ��������!"�!�>!"���������� 2��������/?
��#��@ #�/� 2�!"��#�2��!�#�. .���!� ��5�6��/
�� ������� !��#�!� �� ��#� 5�6� "�/� "�..���#
� 3"������/�������� .�� �����!"��3 ��#=

��((EE����������//��  22������������//

9�������% 2�����%�����#�-%�..���S����

(-�1H::�51�!������H�+�# �����:#������ ��!� ���8�:�����/�!� �6�T/�!��.������� ��+�������-(�3�!"�!"��!�/�� 2��+"����
����2����. ��!�+�����! � ,8� 2�H�+�# ������#��#���� .����"��+��
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��� /�!�  �!� ��!� �!� 3�/� ��, /!� �,. //����� ! 
�#���+�� ���  �#���� �"�� � �#� 3�/� �� +��#� �8
+��!/%� 2� +�/%� 3 ,��� ��#� +"��#���� 3������� �!
���# ,;��!$/� ���H�/��,�. .���!� ��!"�!$/���!���
���� ! 3��#/� !"�� ��!��� ���Q  ��.� .��4��"�8$��
�������!���/���+��/��!"�8$�����������!"����.� .�
��!8���#�!"����" �/�/0�!"��" �� �� 2�!"��3���"�/
�����#8��������

����,%�.���E�
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1!���,���/�! �,��!� ��!"��.��+!�+��2 �� 3�#��8
!"�����������/� ������3�#������%� 2���+ ����!�
���� !"�� Q ,��/� �8� 2 �+�� ! � 9"��/!����!8�� �"�
Q ,��/��������������/��8���+����#���������%
3" � �!� / ,�� .��� #�  2� !"�� �����/"� + �G��/!
3����+ ����!�#��8�2 �+��! �1/��,���"�8�/.���
� ������/"%���#���!����/ ,��!��#�!� ����,�, �
�8�  2� !"���� 9"��/!���� .�/!;� ��!� +��+�,/!��+�/
"���� �/����8� ,�#�� !"�,� 2���!�+��� H "�,�
,�#��/���"�8���,�������!"����3�8�+ �G����#
!����! ���/� �!� ���/!� �<%<<<� .��/ �/%� ��#� ���
+"��2�8� + �+��!��!�#� ! � !"�� � �!"� ��#� ��/!�  2
���� + .�

�"�� ���������� � �8� �8� #� + �+����#� !"�
#�/����  2� + ����!���� !"�,� ��� ,�//�%� ��#� �!
3�/�2��G���!�8������! ���+� �� ��!"��/�.. �!� 2
!"��,���!��8���#�+�������!" ��!��/%�� !�! �,��!� �
!"��.���,���!��8����#/��1!�3�/�� !��/����8���+�
�//��8� ! � �,.� 8� �+!���� �� ���+�;� !"���!/%
��+��#��8�!"��,���2�/!�. 3���! ���2 �+��!"�,%
+ ,, ��8�/�22�+�#�! ���#�+��3" ����������/�! 
/��,�!�! �!"��+���, �8� 2���.!�/,�

�"�� . ��+8� 3�/� +�����#�  �!� /8/!�,�!�+���8%
��#� � ��� ��2 ��� !"��  �!������  2� !"�� /�+ �#
3��%� !"�� Q ,��/� ���, /!� #�/!��+!/� + �2 �,�#
 �!3��#�8� ! � !"�� ���������� +"��+"%� ��#� ��/�
!���#�3�!"���/" 3� 2�# +���!8�! �!"��,���/!��!� �
 2�!"��.���/!/���#����/�/��!��8�!"��� �8��8� #
! � ��/!��+!� !"�,� ��� !"�� # �,�/� 2� !"��9"��/!�

����!8���"�/�������!� �%����/"��.�+ �!��/!�! �!"�
! �����+�%� 3"�+"� !"�� ���������� 
���# ,� "�/
�/����8�/" 3��! � !"��H /��,/�3�!"��� �!/� 2� ��
!���/%� ,�/!� ����� �, ��� !"�� ���/!� �@+�/����
���!���!��/� 2�!"��3�����"��� �8��8� #������#
!"�!�/��+��2 �+��"�#�������/�#�! �+ ����!�!"�
Q ,��/�! �1/��,%�2 �+��,��"!�2����8�����/�#�! 
�����/��!"��.� +�//�

9�������% .����

1�� !"�� " # .�/� , ��!���/%� !"�� ����
������� �@��+"�!�%� 3�!"� !"�� /�.. �!�  2

.���,���!��8� �� �./%� !���#� ! � + ����!� ���������
/.������� H�/��,/� ! � 9"��/!����!8���"���� �!� !"�
����������!" /���+!� �/�3����/�.. �!�#��8�#�2�
2����!���!� ����/!���!����+!���/%���!��� ���!���+�,�
��� 22�+����/!�!��. ��+8�

�"8�#�#� !"�/�.��+!�+�� ++���#������ !"�
7��/!��������3��=�

�"�!�3�/�!"��� ��� 2������� �����!"��.� +�//
 2���!� ������#�������!"��������/=���8�! �2��#
�������!�# +�,��!/����� ���  ����

��(())������������������������������##��99��  ////��++  ����  88

9�������% 2����(%�.�����
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:*�� � �� S-� :7� ���� *�QJ�I 9:HH��*��1��
9�1�7� �����	 H���':'E< 9:�9��1��� ���
��7��I :7�����	17�%�Q:Q��I ��*��:�:J�:7
����Q:QJ	��1:��:7�����	1�����*���1�:1��

	 F�����#%��(�*�+�,�����-��
� ,����2 �,�!� ��"�/����+"�#�!"��"��#G����
!��/%� 3"�+"� ��2 �!���!��8� ,���/� �/� /�/.�+!%
!"�!� +��!���� .� .��� ��#� 22�+��/� "�#�#���#� ! 
��/ �!�! �.���#�����#��� ���+�������/!�!"��+�����
����. .���!� �����!"��+ �G����#�!����! ���/���/%
 ��  ��� "��#%� /�+"� �@!��,��8� ��.��"��/����
��#���"�,�����+!/�+ ,.� ,�/��!"�����������
��!� �%���#� ��!"�� !"���"��#�/"����!"��!��/!
 2� ���3 ��#����/��A�+!/%��/.�+����8�!"�!� 2�!"�
+��������H�/��,�. .���!� �%� ��� !"��+�.�����!8� 2
 ��� + ��!�8� ! � /�+���� !"���� " � ��%� .� .��!8
��#���2�%�1� �#��0
����"����,8�+ ,,��#��/���#�!"��,���!��8�� ��
��� �/�,�/!�!����G��+����#�/!��+!�,��/���/%�/ 
!"�!� �� .� /�+�!� �� �/� /!��!�#� 2 �� /�+"� �+!/%
+ ,,�!!�#� ��� !"�� ����%�  ++�.��#� �8� !"���
��,��/;�!"��+��.��!/�,�/!�����,,�#��!��8�!����
! �+ ��!�����/.�+!���� 2�!"�����������#�. /�!� ��
����!"��+ ,,��#��/�,�/!����3����#�! �.���/"
/�+"�+��,������+!/�,��+���//�8%������������,��#
!"����/. �/�����!8�!"�8�3����"���� !"��3�/��
����!��+!�,��/���/�,�/!����!�����! ��/!����/"
 �#�����#�#�/+�.����� ���!"����������8� #8�3" 
# �/�� !���� ���! �!"����,8� ��3 ���2 ���!�,�/!
��� /��!� ��+�� ! � ���������� ����8� #8� 3" 
��� ��/�! �!"����,8%���!���+��/�� 2�!"���������
�������!8� + ,.� ,�/�� /����+�� ��� !"�� ����%�,�/!
���/��!�! �!"��2� �!������
(������!"������/�/" ��#����3����#�!"�!�!"��+�����
����. .���!� �� 2�!"�� ++�.��#�!����! ���/%������
/.�+!����  2� !"���� ��!� ����!8� ��#� ������ �%� �/
��#��� !"�� .� !�+!� ��  2�  ���,���!��8� ��3/� ��#
��8���A�/!�2��#��� ���+����#���A�/!�+�������/!��!
3�������.� /�+�!�#��8�!"��/�,����3/��1�� �#��
! ��+"�����!"�/%�1��..����! �����!"��,���!��8���#
+�������!" ��!��/�! �+ � .���!��

E��1��+ �+��/� �%�1�3 ��#������! ���,��#�8 ��!"�!
3��"�#�/!��!�#�!"�/�3������!"����,�� 2���"��"�
�8� "�,��� �#��%� ����� �! � ������!�� !"�/�� .� .��
2� ,�������,�%�3"�+"� �/������������ ��� �!/��� �
���+�� ��#� ��A�/!�+�$�� � #� "��./� "�/� �����
���������� / �/� ! � /�++��#� ��� �+"������� !"�/
� ������,���!�!"�/�, ,��!�1��..����! �!"�,�� !
! ���� 3�/ ,�� 2� !"���� 2��� 3�,��� ! �+ ,.� �
,�/�� !"���� ����!� ��#� �� �� �/� �@.� �!� ��� !"�
.�����/��"!� 2�!"��+�����/�#�3 ��#�3�!"�/�+"��+!/�

'���� �������!�����2 � ��

�"�!�3����!"��,����!"���!/�2 ��!"��+�����
���/� 2�!"��+ �G����#�!����! ���/=

* � /�+"� ���#/�  2� ,���!��8�  �#��/� "���� �
#���+!� �22�+!� �. �� !"�� �+!���!��/�  2� !"�
.���,���!��8����#/� ����������#�!�+",��!/=
12�/ %����3"�+"�+�/�/=�
12� 3�� + �/�#��� !"�� #�!��  2� �//��%� # �/� �!
,���� !"�!� �.� ! � !"�!� . ��!� �� ���+�� "�#
�������� 3�#=
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..��  ..������33""  ��!!��88��!!  ��22����##������>>��������##??��������//  ����22  ����!!""������
,,��//����88��TT��������++++  ����!!����88��HH����88����##��!!""��**����""��,,

� ,��#�/!��+!/�3����/ � ������ �!� !  ��,��!"���
#�8/�  2� !���  �� !3����� " ��/� ! � ��#�� �� ��#
!"�,���#��//�/!�!"�,���#���!����! ��+�!�����1�
���%�1���/�!�#�������+�!����/ ,���%<�������!� �!
2�,����/���"��, /!�.�!� �/�!"���� 2�����3�/�!"�!
2�3� 2�!"����"�..8���+!�,/�"�#���8��#���3"8
!"�/� ����� "�#� 2������ �. �� !"�,��� ,��� 3�!"
/!������� +"��#���� 3 ��#� �/�0� >�"8� #�#� !"�
����!� 
���/� 5!"�� Q 3��/6� ��!� / �#���/� + ,�
��#� � �� �/� ��#� ����� �/=� ��� 3���� # ���� � 
"��,����#�!"�8�!  �� ���� �!/%���#� ���/"��.
T� ����8!"���%� ����8!"�������#� 3"��� ,8� "�/�
���#� !���#� ! � /���� !"�� /"��.%� !"�8� /" !� "�,�
:��� " �/�� �/� ����!�� ��� ���� /!�������  �� !"�
"��"� �#�?

H���#�!"�*��"�,%�.��-S�

E<���������H�"������� ��5��)���-��6�T���2�, �/�����������,���!��8�2�����;�"��"�#������,���/!��� 2�3�������,���� 2
!�,�/���#�"�#����#���#�����!�/����+�/�! �!"���/!����/",��!� 2�!"��������������,8��*������!"�������������"��3�/��.. ��!�
�#�#�.�!8�+ ,,��#������+"��2�5�F���7��#����#%�"�,/��2%�3�/�9 ,,��#������+"��26;� ��� 2�!"�����!��! �/���#�+��.��!/� 2
!"����+ �#������������
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H��8� �#�!"�*��"�,�3�/� �� 2��� 3�  2� !"�
 8�����!"� . � ��+��� 1�/!�!�!�%� /"��3�/

��/ � �� ,�,����  2� !"��  8��� 1�/!�!�!��  2� 1�!���
��!� �����22���/%���#���!" �� 2�/��������  �/���!
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