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Let us welcome Diana al-Feghali
into our Citizen Lebanon
Community. She will be replacing
Sonia Nakad -who we will deeply
miss- as a Facilitator in Baadba.

Mustapha al-Habash has joined
DPNA's Citizen Lebanon team as a
facilitator in Jezzine. Good Luck
Mustapha! 

Mabrouk to Raymond Chidiac from
CESMO and Rouba Taha from
Hayya Bina who have both become
first-time parents. We are hoping
that Gaelle Chidiac and Joelle Taha
will be part of the next generation
of community activists. 

In Anfeh, CESMO has started sup-
porting the discussion group as
they advocate for the creation of a
zoning system in the municipality
so that residential areas are sepa-
rated from industrial ones. 

In Baalbeck, Hayya Bina and the
discussion groups have initiated
an advocacy campaign aimed at
stopping the use of infected water
in the production of fruits and
vegetables.

The discussion groups in Beirut are
engaged in efforts to create a
supervisory body that would over-
see the work of the Ministry of
Health and the Doctors' Union. 

Shu'on Janoubiya has been sup-
porting their groups in Bint Jbeil in
their advocacy efforts to create an
effective and efficient public trans-
portation system. 

Baldati has initiated an advocacy
campaign with the Chawyeh Group
in order to stop the dumping of
Garbage into the Chawyeh creek,
something that has been allowed
so far by both the Chawyeh and
Beit Chabab municipalities.

The Kafarzbed group, with the sup-
port of DPNA, has started to advo-
cate for the creation of a public
school in the village. 

In Kfarshima, PPM is supporting
their group in their advocacy
campaign aimed at extending the
public library and improving its
services.

Mini Feed

"The spirit of democracy cannot be imposed from without. It has to come from within." Mohandas K. Gandhi

Is this not what summarizes what we are struggling to do in our Citizen Lebanon program? We do not pretend to be the
ambassadors of Democracy neither accomplished PhD candidates in a university amphitheatre; we are just civil socie-
ty playing the catalyst of a long-term process! How long? We can only foresee, but not be certain! What I know for sure
is that when a farmer sows his seeds he does not know exactly how many will grow into a plant, but does he stop or feel
tired of doing it? Well he never does, because it is an innate reflex: "the planting seeds desire". 

It is an innate reflex for us as well, as civil society activists, to try to plant, to garden when necessary, to accompany
processes, to enjoy CHANGE. And what a feeling when change, however small it is, occurs!  It's like a victory to us; a feel-
ing to have conquered a land described by others to be distant and highly fortified.

It is what we do.  In all our programs we aim to change, to outrageously disturb the equilibrium, the status quo.  We
believe that all our actions in our NGO should converge towards a common goal and serve the ultimate mission of con-
tributing to the evolvement of our societies!

Sincerely,

Sarita Salameh, Program Manager, Baldati

The Spirit of Democracy

1.      What  do  you  consider  your  greatest      
achievement?
Attaining an education

2.      If  you  could  privately  interview  one    
Lebanese  politician,  who  would  you    
choose?
Boutros Harb

3.      What  is  your  favorite  catchphrase  by  a    
Lebanese  Politician?
Lebanon First

4.      Which  humanitarian  cause  do  you  fully      
embrace?
Fight against children's cancer 

5.      If  you  could  live  during  another  historical    
era,  which  would  it  be?
The reign of President Camille Chamoun 

6.      On  what  occasion  do  you  lie?
When I am asked how I am doing

7.      If  you  were  the  Lebanese  President  for  
one  day,  what  would  be  your  first  major    
decision?
Not allowing clergymen to participate in  
politics

8.      Which  words  or  phrases  do  you  most  
overuse?
Thank God

9.      If  you  were  to  die  and  come  back  as  a    
person  or  a  thing,  what  would  it  be?
Gandhi

10.  Which  person  (dead  or  alive)  would  you    
like  to  have  over  dinner?
Rafic el Hariri 

11.  What  is  your  favorite  occupation?
Social researcher

12.  Who  are  your  favorite  writers?
Bernard Shaw

13.  What  is  your  greatest  fear?
Civil War

14.  If  you  could  ask  Barack  Obama  one    
question,  what  would  that  be?
Can you achieve peace in the Middle 
East?

15.  What  is  the  trait  you  most  deplore  in  others?
Opportunism

16.  What  do  you  consider  the  most  overrat-  
ed  virtue?
Generosity

17.  If  you  could  magically  start  speaking  a  
new  language,  what  would  it  be?
Chinese

18.  What  is  your  motto?
Turn your weakness into strength

In The Spotlight

FFaatteenn  SSeellmmaann
Facilitator,  Hayya  Bina

Center Stage

THE CITIZEN

Citizen Lebanon geared up for the June parliamentary elections in April,
supporting both the domestic and international election observations,
and preparing to pilot a candidate debate program. On April 3, NDI organ-
ized a workshop for the 60 CL facilitators on "Volunteer Recruitment for
Domestic Monitoring" to provide the Lebanese Association for
Democratic Elections (LADE) with the opportunity to present their
recruitment needs as well as their monitoring methodology to the Citizen
Lebanon team.  LADE is aiming to recruit 3,000 observers. This workshop
gave CL facilitators a better idea of LADE's work and needs, and many of
them volunteered as observers during the meeting and/or offered to help
LADE with recruitment by reaching out to discussion group participants.  

Additionally, as NDI's
long term observers
(LTOs) deployed in vari-
ous regions throughout
Lebanon, they contacted
and met with CL part-
ners, including DPNA,
Baldati, and CESMO, as
well as Hayya Bina facili-
tators from Baalbek, and
Hermel. CL partners were
able to help the LTOs
make contact with key
local politicians and stakeholders, acting as a vital resource for both the
domestic and international observation missions.

Towards the end of the month, NDI's CL team began preliminary prepara-
tions to hold candidate debates for the June parliamentary elections. As
discussion group participants continually expressed interest in becoming
more involved in the elections, NDI recognized that CL's network of pro-
fessional facilitators and discussion groups could serve as an ideal group
to organize Lebanon's first public debates. NDI held several meetings with
CL program managers, who all supported the project, but given the tight
timeframe and some political concerns, they decided that two of the seven
partner organizations, CESMO and LPHU, would conduct the debates
ahead of the parliamentary elections. For the 2010 municipal elections, all
partners are looking forward to participating. NDI's CL team will prepare
the format and questions for the debates in the following weeks, as part-
ners reach out to candidates. It is expected that the debates will be held in
the last week of May.  

Deborah Brown, Program Assistant, NDI

The Newsletter of the Citizen Lebanon Community



On Friday April 10,  Sho’un Janoubiya’s local parner, the Youth Network
for Civic Activism (YNCA), in Nabatiyyeh, hosted the head of the
Nabatiyyeh Municpality, Dr. Mustafa Badreddine, for a roundtable discus-
sion about the involvement of the youth on the municipal level. 

Members of the YNCA had prepared their questions in advance and asked
them in an orderly manner. They revolved around municipal policies
towards the youth, the future of the youth in Nabatiyyeh, entertainment
in the city, and the role of the youth in the decision-making processes. 

The following are some quotes from the head of the municipality:  

"First, let me start by saying that the Nabatiyyeh Municipal Council had
been inactive for 36 years when we took over. So obviously, we had pri-
orities related to the infrastructure, providing inhabitants with a clean
and healthy environment and making sure the most important services
were offered. At that time, we could not directly target the youth but let
me assure you that the youth were on our mind every step of the way.
None of them would have even stayed here if we didn't take care of
these issues first."

"Education has
always been a
priority of our
municipality. This

is why we improved the state of schools throughout
Nabatiyyeh. But it is common knowledge that young peo-
ple learn as much interacting with their friends as during
school time. Youth need a lab of some sort to test their
knowledge. This is when we started thinking about foot-
ball fields, parks and so on and you all know we have a lot
of them in the city." 

"With regards to the involvement of youth in public life,
let me start by saying that our municipality has done a lot
to support civil society organizations and their activities
because we and I personally, believe that these provide a good entry point into public life. In terms of formal deci-
sion-making, we actually welcome youth involvement. We want them to be involved in the decision our
Municipal Council takes. We want them to suggest new innovative ideas. We want them to tell us when they think
we are doing enough to solve this or that issue. But please (smile), keep in mind that we have a limited budget
and, within our structure, that there are at least 3 people that can overrule my decisions (another smile)."

Layla Serhan and Khalil Rizk, Facilitators, Sh’oun Janoubiya

1.      What  do  you  consider  your  greatest      
achievement?
I haven't accomplished anything yet

2.      If  you  could  privately  interview  one    
Lebanese  politician,  who  would  you    
choose?
Wi'am Wahhab

3.      What  is  your  favorite  catchphrase  by  a    
Lebanese  Politician?
Lebanon is too small to be divided and 
too big to be swollen

4.      Which  humanitarian  cause  do  you  fully      
embrace?
Freedom of expression/social justice

5.      If  you  could  live  during  another  histori-  
cal  era,  which  would  it  be?
Either the era just before the Renaiss-  
ance in Europe or during the sixties

6.      On  what  occasion  do  you  lie?
In case the truth would hurt the others

7.      If  you  were  the  Lebanese  President  for        
one  day,  what  would  be  your  first  major    
decision?
Since the most a President can do is 
give away medals, I choose to offer 
medals to all citizens for bravely endur-
ing these political classes

8.      Which  words  or  phrases  do  you  most  
overuse?
And so…

9.      If  you  were  to  die  and  come  back  as  a    
person  or  a  thing,  what  would  it  be?
The air

10.  Which  person  (dead  or  alive)  would  you    
like  to  have  over  dinner?
Joan of Arc

11.  What  is  your  favorite  occupation?
A farmer; he's closer to the land and the 
less greedy of all

12.  Who  are  your  favorite  writers?
Alexandre Dumas (Père) and Toufic 
Youssif Awwad

13.  What  is  your  greatest  fear?
That time would pass me by while I hold 
still

14.  If  you  could  ask  Barack  Obama  one    
question,  what  would  that  be?
Can we say now that Martin Luther 
King's dream is finally realized? Or is it 
that only little is accomplished and plen-
ty is yet to be done?

15.  What  is  the  trait  you  most  deplore  in  others?
Ingratitude

16.  What  do  you  consider  the  most  overrat-  
ed  virtue?
Frankness, because I think of it more  
like a duty than a virtue

17.  If  you  could  magically  start  speaking  a  
new  language,  what  would  it  be?
The language of talking with no words

18.  What  is  your  motto?
What doesn't kill you makes you stronger

In The Spotlight

Stephanie  Nakhel
Facilitator,  CESMO

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) was founded in 1943 by the Catholic Bishops of the United
States to serve World War II survivors in Europe. Since then, the organization has
expanded in size to reach more than 80 million people in more than 100 countries on five
continents. CRS' mission is to assist impoverished and disadvantaged people all over the
world and promote the sacredness of human life and the dignity of the human person.

CRS' operations serve people based solely on need, regardless of their race, religion or ethnicity. 

After having operated a large national program in Lebanon from 1977 to 1992 during the Lebanese civil war, CRS
re-opened a country program in Lebanon during the summer 2006 Israel/Hezbollah conflict.  CRS distributed
over $12 million worth of aid from funding from the US Government, Irish Aid/Trocaire, and private resources
to assist 250,000 Lebanese of all faiths in 200 villages around the country.  Assistance was tailored to communi-
ty needs, ranging from commodities such as food and fuel, to restoring infrastructure, providing business inputs
to small enterprises and cooperatives, and offering psychosocial support and conflict transformation opportuni-
ties to children and youth. In doing so, CRS built up strong relationships with Lebanese municipalities and civil
society actors and gained insight into the opportunities and challenges for helping Lebanese actors seek stabili-
ty and reach common grounds.

CRS Lebanon is now building on these relationships and insights in a series of new projects to help build the skills
and will for pluralistic local good governance.  CRS' experience has shown that many Lebanese communities are
filled with people eager for opportunity to analyze community issues and seek solutions.

Partner at a Glance: Catholic Relief Services (CRS)

Snapshots from Nabatiyyeh

1.      What  do  you  consider  your  greatest      
achievement?
Studying and working at the same time

2.      If  you  could  privately  interview  one    
Lebanese  politician,  who  would  you  
choose?
No one

3.      What  is  your  favorite  catchphrase  by  a    
Lebanese  Politician?
I like none

4.      Which  humanitarian  cause  do  you  fully      
embrace?
Prisoners' rights

5.      If  you  could  live  during  another  histori-  
cal  era,  which  would  it  be?
None

6.      On  what  occasion  do  you  lie?
When I need to keep someone's secret 
safe

7.      If  you  were  the  Lebanese  President  for        
one  day,  what  would  be  your  first  major    
decision?
Abolishment of political sectarianism

8.      Which  words  or  phrases  do  you  most  
overuse?
For example

9.      If  you  were  to  die  and  come  back  as  a    
person  or  a  thing,  what  would  it  be?
A Butterfly

10.  Which  person  (dead  or  alive)  would  you    
like  to  have  over  dinner?
Fairuz

11.  What  is  your  favorite  occupation?
Social Worker

12.  Who  are  your  favorite  writers?
Gibran Khalil Gibran

13.  What  is  your  greatest  fear?
The War

14.  If  you  could  ask  Barack  Obama  one    
question,  what  would  that  be?
Do you consider yourself to be a human 
being in everything that entails?

15.  What  is  the  trait  you  most  deplore  in    
others?
Lying

16.  What  do  you  consider  the  most  overrat-  
ed  virtue?
Justice

17.  If  you  could  magically  start  speaking  a  
new  language,  what  would  it  be?
Hebrew

18.  What  is  your  motto?
Do not fall into despair if you failed as 
long as you can stand on you feet again.

In The Spotlight

KKhhaaddiijjaa  DDaahheerr
Facilitator,  DPNA
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ÉæfCG ¿h~≤à©j ≈àe ÉfhÈîj ¿CG º¡æe ~jôf .IôμàÑeh I~j~L kGQÉμaCG GƒMÎ≤j ¿CG º¡æe ~jôf πH ’ ;…~∏ÑdG ¢ù∏ÛG Égòîqàj »àdG äGQGô≤dG ‘ ácQÉ°ûŸG
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,á«àëàdG ≈æÑdG º«eôJh ,OƒbƒdGh AGò¨dÉc á«°SÉ°SC’G äÉLÉ«àM’G ÚH âMhGÎa ,äÉYÉª÷G äÉLÉM äG~YÉ°ùŸG √òg âYGQ ~bh .¿ÉæÑd OG~àeG ≈∏Y ájôb

êhôî∏d á«fÉμeEGh »YÉªàL’Gh »°ùØædG ~«©°üdG ≈∏Y kÉªYO ÜÉÑ°ûdGh ∫ÉØWC’G íæeh ,IÒ¨°üdG ∫ÉªYC’G äÉcô°Th äÉ«fhÉ©à∏d ájQÉéàdG äG~YÉ°ùŸG ÚeCÉJh

™ªàÛG ‘ á∏YÉØdG ±GôWC’Gh á«fÉæÑ∏dG äÉj~∏ÑdG ™e áæ«àe äÉbÓY ~«WƒJ øe á«μ«dƒKÉμdG áKÉZE’G äÉe~N øμªàJ ,≥∏£æŸG Gòg øe .∞æ©dG IôFGO øe

  .ácÎ°ûe á«°VQCG Æƒ∏Hh QGô≤à°S’G ¤EG π°UƒàdG ≈∏Y á«fÉæÑ∏dG á∏YÉØdG äÉ¡÷G I~YÉ°ùÃ á≤∏©àŸG äÉj~ëàdGh ¢UôØdG ¤EG ±ô©àJ Éªc ,Ê~ŸG

IOGQE’G AÉæH ‘ I~YÉ°ùª∏d QÉμaC’Gh äÉbÓ©dG √òg ≈∏Y ,I~j~÷G ™jQÉ°ûŸG øe á∏°ù∏°S QÉWEG ‘ ,Ωƒ«dG ¿ÉæÑd ‘ á«μ«dƒKÉμdG áKÉZE’G äÉe~N õμJôJ

á°Uôa ¤EG ¿ƒbƒàj Ú«fÉæÑ∏dG øe ~j~©dG q¿CG áª¶æŸG √òg äGÈN âàÑKCG ~bh .»∏ÙG ~«©°üdG ≈∏Y º«∏°ùdG …O~©àdG ºμ◊G IQGOEÉH á°UÉÿG äGQÉ¡ŸGh

.áeRÓdG ∫ƒ∏◊G ¤EG π°UƒàdÉa º¡JÉYÉªL πcÉ°ûe π«∏ëàd

?¿B’G  ≈àM  ∂JÉ«M  ‘  ¬pà≤≤M  RÉ‚EG  RôHCG  ƒg  Ée      .1

A»°T ≥≤MCG ⁄ ¿B’G ≈qàM

    Ú«°SÉ«°ùddG  ~MCG  ™e  á°UÉN  á∏HÉ≤e  AGôLE’  á°UôØdG  p∂d  âëæ°S  GPEG      .2

?øjQÉàîJ  øe  ,Ú«fÉæÑ∏dG

ÜÉgh ΩÉFh

~MCG  ¿É°ùdd  ≈∏Y  QqôμàJ  »àdGh  p∂j~d  á∏° ØŸG  á∏ª÷G  Ée      .3

™∏Ñoj ¿CG øe ÈcCG º q°ù≤j ¿G øe ô¨°UG ¿ÉæÑd
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.É¡JÉe~N Ú°ù–h

á©jô°S QÉÑNCG

á«°ù«FôdG áMÉ°ùdG

øWGƒŸG
''øWGƒŸG ¿ÉæÑd'' ™ªàéÃ á°UÉÿG ájQÉÑNE’G Iô°ûædG

»∏ÙG øj~«©°üdG ≈∏Y äÉHÉîàf’G áÑbGôŸ ¬ªYO kÉeq~≤e ,¿É°ù«f ‘ äÉHÉîàfÓd q~©à°ùj ''øWGƒŸG ¿ÉæÑd'' èeÉfôH CG~H
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øe á«fÉæÑ∏dG á«©ª÷G q¿CG ôcòdÉH ôj~L .øWGƒŸG ¿ÉæÑd ≥jôa ΩÉeCG ,I~ªà©ŸG áÑbGôŸG á«é¡æe π q°üØJh ,ÚYƒ£àŸG øe
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,ÚÑbGôªc πª©∏d ´ÉªàL’G ∫ÓN º¡æe ~j~©dG ´ qƒ£àa ,É¡dÉªYCGh á«©ª÷G äÉLÉM øY í°VhCG Iôμa øWGƒŸG ¿ÉæÑd
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π˘ã˘e ,º˘¡˘H Gƒ˘©˘ª˘à˘LGh ,ø˘WGƒŸG ¿É˘æ˘Ñ˘d

,á˘Ä˘«˘Ñ˘dGh ¿É˘°ùfEÓ˘d á˘«˘ª˘æ˘à˘dG á˘«˘©˘ª˘L

äÉ˘˘˘˘˘°SGQ~˘˘˘˘˘˘dG õ˘˘˘˘˘˘cô˘˘˘˘˘˘eh ,»˘˘˘˘˘˘J~˘˘˘˘˘˘∏˘˘˘˘˘˘Hh

¤EG ,§˘˘°ShC’G ¥ô˘˘°û∏˘˘d á˘˘«˘˘˘é˘˘˘«˘˘˘JGÎ°S’G

,∂Ñ˘∏˘©˘˘H ø˘˘e ø˘˘jô˘˘NBG Ú£˘˘°ûæ˘˘e ÖfÉ˘˘L

ø˘˘qμ“ ,Gò˘˘˘μ˘˘˘gh .á˘˘˘∏˘˘˘MRh ,π˘˘˘eô˘˘˘¡˘˘˘dGh

kÉ«°SÉ°SCG kGOQƒe Gƒ∏qμ°Th ,≥WÉæŸG ‘ ídÉ°üŸG ÜÉë°UCGh Ú«°SÉ«°ùdG ºgCÉH ∫É°üJ’G ≈∏Y ÚÑbGôŸG I~YÉ°ùe øe AÉcô°ûdG

 .á«dh~dGh á«∏ÙG áÑbGôŸG äÉã©Ñd áÑ°ùædÉH äÉeƒ∏©ª∏d

π«Ñb Úë°TôŸG ÚH äGôXÉæe º«¶æJ É¡a~g ,á«dhCG äGÒ° ëàH øWGƒŸG ¿ÉæÑd ≥jôa ô°TÉH ,ô¡°ûdG ájÉ¡f áHGôb

º¡eÉªàgG øY ,kGQGôμJh kGQGôe ,GhôqÑY ~b ¢TÉ≤ædG äÉYƒª› ‘ ¿ƒcQÉ°ûŸG ¿Éc ÉŸh .á∏Ñ≤ŸG á«fÉŸÈdG äÉHÉîàf’G

äÉYƒª›h ÚaÎÙG Ú£°ûæŸG q¿CG »æWƒdG »WGô≤Á~dG ~¡©ŸG ∑QOCG ~≤a ,äÉHÉîàf’G ‘ º¡àcQÉ°ûe áÑ°ùf IOÉjõH

~¡©ŸG ~≤©a .áeÉ©dG äGôXÉæŸG ¤hCG º«¶æJ É¡«dEG πcƒj áYƒª› ÒN »g øWGƒŸG ¿ÉæÑd áμÑ°ûd á©HÉàdG ¢TÉ≤ædG

¢ ©Hh âbƒdG ≥«°V ¤EG ô¶ædÉH øμd ;IôμØdÉH kÉ©«ªL GƒÑqMQ øjòdG øWGƒŸG ¿ÉæÑd ‘ èeGÈdG AGQ~e ™e äÉYÉªàLG

π°UCG øe ¿Éàª¶æe ,á«HÉîàf’G IQh~dG √òg ≥Ñ°ùJ »àdG ,äGôXÉæŸG √òg º q¶æJ ¿CG Qqô≤J ~≤a ,á«°SÉ«°ùdG ±hÉıG

.Ú«fÉæÑ∏dG øj~©≤ŸG OÉ–Gh §°ShC’G ¥ô°û∏d á«é«JGÎ°S’G äÉ°SGQ~dG õcôe Éª¡H »æ©f ,ácQÉ°ûŸG ™Ñ°ùdG äÉª¶æŸG

.º«¶æàdG ‘ ácQÉ°ûª∏d ºgOG~©à°SG AÉcô°ûdG ™«ªL i~HCG ~≤a ,2010 ΩÉ©d áj~∏ÑdG äÉHÉîàf’ÉH ≥∏©àj Ée ‘ ÉeCG

πX ‘ ,á∏Ñ≤ŸG ™«HÉ°SC’G ∫ÓN äGôXÉæŸG ‘ ìô£oà°S »àdG á∏Ä°SC’G ≠«°U q~©j øWGƒŸG ¿ÉæÑd ≥jôa ∫GR Ée ,¬à¡L øe

.QÉjCG ô¡°T øe ÒNC’G ´ƒÑ°SC’G ‘ äGôXÉæŸG √òg ~≤©oJ ¿CG ™bƒàŸG øeh .Úë°TôŸÉH ∫É°üJ’G ¤EG AÉcô°ûdG »©°S

»æWƒdG »WGô≤Á~dG ~¡©ª∏d èeGôH I~YÉ°ùe ,¿hGôH GQƒÑjO


