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Defences not included in the plan

4.01	 the	castle	and	cathedral	Prec�nct	
4.02		southern	extramural	Defences	(c�v�l	War)
4.03		Fort	Royal	and	the	eastern	extramural	Defences	(c�v�l	War)
4.04		severn	street	to	the	Water	Gate

Riverside Walls

4.05		the	Water	Gate
4.06		the	Western	Prec�nct	Wall
4.07		the	B�shop’s	Palace	Wall
4.08		Warmstry	sl�p	and	south	Quay
4.09		south	Parade
4.10	 north	Parade
4.11		the	Med�eval	Br�dge	and	Bar	Gate
4.12	 Bar	Gate	to	st	clement’s	Gate

Northern Walls

4.13	 st	clement’s	Gate
4.14		st	clement’s	wall
4.15			Rack	Alley	to	Angel	Place
4.16		Angel	Place	to	Foregate
4.17		Foregate
4.18		Foregate	to	tr�n�ty	Gate

Eastern Walls

4.19		tr�n�ty	Gate
4.20		tr�n�ty	Gate	to	st	Mart�n’s	Gate
4.21		st	Mart�n’s	Gate
4.22		st	Mart�n’s	Gate	to	nash’s	Passage
4.23		nash’s	Passage	to	charles	street
4.24		charles	street	to	Un�on	street
4.25	 Fr�ar’s	Gate
4.26	 c�ty	Walls	Road	to	Amber	Wharf
4.27		s�dbury	walls	(Amber	Wharf	to	s�dbury)
4.28	 s�dbury	Gate
4.29	 st	Peter’s	walls	(s�dbury	to	severn	street)
4.30		Frog	Gate

GAZetteeR	contents
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Location	 the	castle	and	cathedral	l�e	at	the	south	ern	
end	of	the	h�stor�c	c�ty	and	the	castle’s	wall	
prov�ded	 the	 southernmost	 l�ne	 of	 defence.	
the	s�te	of	the	castle	l�es	under	K�ng’s	school	
and	college	Green.	the	cathedral	had	a	walled	
prec�nct.	th�s	entry	covers	the	s�te	of	the	castle	
motte	an	d	ba�ley,	the	outer	ba�ley	d�tch	(from	
castle	Place	to	the	Water	Gate).

Development/Documentation	 the	 castle	 was	 bu�lt	 after	 1069	 as	
a	 t�mber	 motte	 and	 ba�ley	 encroach�ng	 on	
the	 prec�nct	 of	 the	 cathedral	 pr�ory.	 It	 was	
bes�eged	 �n	1139,	1150	and	1151.	 In	1204	
K�ng	 John	 ordered	 the	 replacement	 of	 the	
t�mber	gate	�n	stone.	the	northern	part	of	the	
castle	(presumably	much	of	the	outer	ba�ley)	
was	returned	to	the	cathedral	Pr�ory	�n	1217,	
and	 there	 �s	 no	 ev�dence	 of	 replacement	
defences	ever	be�ng	constructed	on	th�s	s�de.	
By	1221	�t	was	�n	use	as	a	pr�son	and	�n	1263	
�t	was	attacked	and	taken	�n	the	Baron’s	war.	
the	castle	was	�n	d�srepa�r	by	1449	and	Leland	
states	�t	was	‘clene	downe’	by	1540.

4.01	 	 tHe	cAstLe	AnD	cAtHeDRAL		 	 	
	 	 	 PRecInct	WALL

1822 Plan of the Castle
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	 	 In	the	c�v�l	War	a	small	four-bast�oned	sconce	
was	bu�lt	on	top	of	the	mound.	th�s	sconce	�s	
shown	on	the	Battle	of	Worcester	maps	of	1660,	
1680	and	later.	the	demol�t�on	of	the	motte	
(1826-46)	�s	attested	from	documentat�on	and	
�llustrat�ons	�n.

  The cathedral precinct seems to have been first 
walled	�n	the	12th-13th	century	and	th�s	wall	
appears	to	have	been	jo�ned	w�th	that	of	the	
castle	at	some	date	after	the	cathedral	pr�ory’s	
recovery	of	part	of	the	ba�ley	�n	1217.	

Description	 Worcester’s	castle	has	almost	ent�rely	van�shed	
although	�ts	plan	may	be	traced	�n	the	street	
pattern	 to	 the	 south	 of	 the	 cathedral.	 the	
castle	was	bu�lt	after	1069	on	a	low	em�nence	
south	of	 the	 cathedral.	 It	was	 created	as	a	
royal	castle	and	was	never	granted	to	a	notable	
fam�ly	or	used	as	a	res�dence.	H�stor�c	plans	
and	descr�pt�ons	of	the	castle	show	�t	to	have	
been	bas�c	�n	form	w�th	a	s�ngle	large	ba�ley	
enclosed	by	a	rampart,	d�tch	and		curta�n	wall.	
Within this enclosure stood a large flat topped 
motte.

	 	 the	castle	was	seem�ngly	largely	abandoned	
at	an	early	date	although	a	constable	l�ved	on	
s�te	unt�l	the	early	17th	century.	the	Battle	of	
Worcester	 maps	 appear	 to	 show	 the	 castle	
rampart	w�thout	wall�ng	although	what	may	
be	a	ru�n	 �s	shown	 �n	 the	ba�ley.	the	castle	
gate	�s	shown	as	a	tall	gabled	bu�ld�ng.	the	
same	map	shows	that	the	motte	was	reused	�n	
the	c�v�l	war	w�th	
a	 small	 sconce	
on	 � ts 	 summ�t	
and	 concentr�c	
p l a t f o r m s 	 o r	
d�tches	 mount�ng	
guns	 around	 the	
base.

	 	 the	 castle	 was	
used	 as	 a	 pr�son	
from	at	least	1221	

Williams the Edgar Tower 
1782
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and	a	success�on	of	pr�son	bu�ld�ngs	stood	on	
the	s�te	(the	last	be�ng	demol�shed	�n	1826).		
the	motte	was	levelled	�n	1826-46.	

	 	 the	 s�te	 of	 the	 castle	 �s	 now	 occup�ed	 by	
hous�ng	 or	 the	 bu�ld�ngs	 of	 K�ng’s	 school,	
severn	street	runs	along	the	s�te	of	the	d�tch.	
Br�ck	revetment	walls	on	 	 the	south	s�de	of	
the	road	may	relate	to	the	counter-scarp	of	
the	d�tch	and	stone	wall�ng	�n	the	boat	house	
and	car	park	on	the	north	s�de	may	relate	to	
a	scarp	wall.	

	 	 the	prec�nct	wall	�s	more	�ntact		and	surv�ves	as	
revetment	walls	along	Kleve	Walk	(4.04,	4.06).	
these	walls	are	made	up	of	 large	blocks	of	
sandstone	supported	by	occas�onal	buttresses.	
In	places	they	are	topped	w�th	br�ck	bu�ld�ngs	
and	wall�ng.

	 	 the	 most	 spectacular	 surv�val	 �s	 the	 edgar	
tower	 wh�ch	 allows	 access	 to	 the	 prec�nct	
from	 the	 east.	 th�s	 mass�ve	 gate-tower	 �s	
Worcester’s	most	 �mpress�ve	surv�v�ng	early	
fortification and details such as functional 
loops	and	murder	holes	show	that	�t	was	not	
entirely impractical as a fortification.

Status	 Bur�ed	rema�ns	w�th�n	the	cathedral	prec�nct	
are	scheduled	Anc�ent	Monument	(Wt	343a).	
the	s�te	�s	w�th�n	the	H�stor�c	c�ty	conservat�on	
Area.	 the	 boundary	 wall	 on	 Kleve	 Walk	 �s	
Grade	II*	l�sted	(see	4.04	and	4.06).

Significance	 elements	of	the	castle		surv�ve	beneath	the	
ground	surface,	but	the	loss	of	the	major�ty	
of	 the	 fabr�c	has	meant	 that	 the	 castle	has	
d�m�n�shed	 s�gn�f�cance	 to	 the	 defens�ve	
c�rcu�t	 as	a	whole.	 	 there	 �s	however	great	
potent�al	for	bur�ed	rema�ns	and	depos�ts	as	
a	consequence	th�s	�s	an	area	of	cons�derable	
significance.

Condition/ issues	 the	surv�val	and	cond�t�on	of	any	rema�n�ng	
bur�ed	fragments	�s	largely	unknown.		R�sks	
�nclude	 any	 excavat�on	 or	 development	
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wh�ch	would	be	l�kely	to	affect	archaeolog�cal	
depos�ts.	

	 	 the	 area	 w�th�n	 the	 cathedral	 prec�nct	 �s	
covered	by	the	cathedral	conservat�on	Plan	
(2006).
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Location	 these	(bur�ed	or	destroyed)	southern	defences	
lay	to	the	south	of	the	c�ty	largely	�n	the	area	
now	known	as	D�gl�s.

Development/Documentation	 Dur�ng	 the	 c�v�l	 Wars	 the	 walls	 of	
Worcester	were	strengthened	and	extens�ve	
additional fortifications were  provided (mostly 
large	 bast�ons	 attached	 to	 the	 walls)	 the	
southern	defences	sat	outs�de	 the	med�eval	
walls	 and	 covered	 the	 approach	 to	 the	 c�ty	
from	the	London	Road.	

Description	 the	southern	defences		are	shown	on	a	number	
of	 s�m�lar	 h�stor�c	 maps	 as	 a	 (presumably	
earthwork)	trace	made	up	of	a	bank	and	d�tch	
ly�ng	to	the	south	of	the	wall.	A	dem�-bast�on	
(a bastion with no flanks) is shown mid way 
along	 the	 trace	and	at	 �ts	 junct�on	w�th	 the	
river sits a simplified crownwork. At its eastern 
end	a	small	dem�-bast�on	 jo�ns	 the	 trace	 to	
the	c�v�l	war	s�dbury	defences,	and	there	�s	
another	 one	 at	 teh	 west	 end.	 noth�ng	 now	
rema�ns	 v�s�ble	 of	 these	 defences.	 Work	 at	
the	K�ngs	school	sw�mm�ng	baths	�n	1966	and	
1991 identified a probable Civil War ditch. 

Status	 Although	the	exact	al�gnment	of	these	defences	
�s	not	known,	almost	 the	whole	of	 the	area	
through	 wh�ch	 they	 run	 �s	 now	 des�gnated	
conservat�on	 Area	 (H�stor�c	 c�ty	 to	 the	 W,	
s�dbury	and	Fort	Royal	 to	 the	e	(the	 l�ne	 �s	
also	crossed	by	the	Worcester	and	B�rm�ngham	
canal	conservat�on	Area,	though	surv�val	of	

4.02	 	 soUtHeRn	eXtRAMURAL		 	 	 	
	 	 	 DeFences	(cIVIL	WAR)
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rema�ns	�s	less	l�kely	there).	only	the	l�ne	of	
commandery	Road	�s	not	des�gnated	�n	th�s	
way.	none	are	scheduled.

Significance	 there	are	no	v�s�ble	rema�ns	�n	th�s	area	but	�t	
has	been	demonstrated	that	elements	of	these	
defences	 surv�ve	 as	 archaeolog�cal	 features	
(desp�te	later	bu�ld�ng	�n	the	area).	there	�s	
therefore	great	potent�al	 for	bur�ed	rema�ns	
and	depos�ts	and	as	a	consequence	th�s	�s	an	
area of considerable significance.

Condition/ issues	 the	cond�t�on	and	locat�on	of	any	rema�n�ng	
bur�ed	 fragments	 �s	unknown.	R�sks	 �nclude	
any	excavat�on	or	development	wh�ch	would	
be	l�kely	to	affect	archaeolog�cal	depos�ts.
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Location	 the	c�v�l	War	sconce	at	Fort	Royal	(�n	Fort	Royal	
Park)	was	connected	to	the	ma�n	c�ty	walls	w�th	
a	(now	bur�ed	or	van�shed)	defens�ve	trace.	
th�s	lay	�n	the	area	of	Ham�lton	Road	and	Fort	
Royal	Park.

Development/Documentation	 Dur�ng	the	c�v�l	War	(1642-51)	Fort	
Royal	was	bu�lt	as	add�t�onal	defence	on	the	
h�ll	above	the	c�ty’s	eastern	suburb	of	s�dbury.	
It	was	connected	to	the	c�ty	by		an	earthwork	
trace	 enclos�ng	 the	 s�dbury	 suburb	 (WcM	
96510, 96152). It was used in the first siege 
and	reused	dur�ng	Battle	of	Worcester	�n	1651.	
these	defences	were	ordered	to	be	levelled	�n	
1651.	the	earthworks	are	shown	on	the	Battle	
of	Worcester	maps	of	1660,	1680	and	later	

	 	 Geophys�cal	 survey	 and	 excavat�ons	 were	
carr�ed	out	by	Peter	Reynolds	on	Fort	Royal	
�n	the	m�d	1960s,	though	w�th	d�sappo�nt�ng	
results.

Description	 Fort	Royal	�s	a	small	sconce	(bast�oned	
detached	earthen	defence)	s�t�ng	on	a	h�ll	
above	the	s�dbury	
suburb	(WcM	
96141).	th�s	was	
constructed	dur�ng	
the	c�v�l	War	to	
deny	the	enemy	
the	use	of	the	h�ll	
and	to	dom�nate	
the	suburb.	It	

4.03	 	 FoRt	RoYAL	AnD	tHe	eAsteRn		 	
	 	 	 	 eXtRAMURAL	DeFences	(cIVIL	

?
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now	surv�ves	as	an	earthwork	and	four	
small	angular	bast�ons	can	be	clearly	
made	out	as	can	the	surround�ng	d�tch.

Status	 Fort	Royal	�s	a	scheduled	Anc�ent	Monument	
ly�ng	 w�th�n	 the	 s�dbury	 	 and	 Fort	 Royal	
conservat�on	 Area.	 	 the	 l�ne	 of	 the	 other	
s�dbury	 c�v�l	 War	 defences	 also	 falls	 w�th�n	
th�s	conservat�on	area.

Significance One of the very few Civil War field fortifications 
to	 surv�ve	 �n	 an	 urban	 context	 �n	 Br�ta�n.	
th�s	 monument	 and	 any	 assoc�ated	 bur�ed	
archaeology	or	assoc�ated	earthworks	are	of	
exceptional significance.

Condition/ issues	 the	cond�t�on	and	locat�on	of	any	bur�ed	rema�ns	
�s	unknown.	R�sks	�nclude	any	excavat�on	or	
development	wh�ch	would	be	l�kely	to	affect	
archaeolog�cal	depos�ts.

	 	 the	 s�te	 of	 Fort	 Royal	 �s	 ent�rely	 open	 and	
suffers	 l�m�ted	 eros�on.	 Flower	 beds	 are	
ma�nta�ned	w�th�n	the	earthworks.




