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Frederick W. Alt, an HHMI investigator 
at Children’s Hospital Boston, received the 
2009 William B. Coley Award for 
Distinguished Research in Basic Immunology 
given by the Cancer Research Institute. Alt 
shared this annual award with Klaus Rajewsky 
of Harvard University. 

Dan Arnstein and Angelina Gomes, 
both interdisciplinary scholars in an HHMI-
funded program at Haverford College, 
received 2009 Fulbright Scholarships to 
study abroad. 

Seven HHMI investigators, one Janelia Farm 
Research Campus group leader, and one 
member of HHMI’s scientific review board 
were elected to the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences in April 2009. The investi-
gators are David A. Agard, University of 
California, San Francisco; David Baker, 
University of Washington; G. Vann 

Bennett, Duke University Medical Center; 
Mario R. Capecchi, University of Utah; 

Sean B.  Carroll ,  University of 
Wisconsin–Madison; Mark A. Krasnow, 
Stanford University School of Medicine; and 
Wayne M. Yokoyama , Washington 
University School of Medicine in St. Louis. 
The Janelia Farm group leader is James W. 

Truman, and the scientific review board 
member is W. James Nelson of Stanford 
University. 

HHMI investigator Sangeeta N. Bhatia 

of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
was elected to the American Society for 
Clinical Investigation. She also received a 
2009 “Women to Watch” Award from Mass 
High Tech: The Journal of New England 
Technology. 

Sean B. Carroll, an HHMI investigator 
at the University of Wisconsin–Madison, was 
awarded the 2009 Viktor Hamburger 
Outstanding Educator Prize from the Society 
for Developmental Biology for his contribu-
tions to developmental biology education.

HHMI investigator James J. Collins of 
Boston University received the inaugural 
Anthony J. Drexel Exceptional Achievement 
Award from Drexel University for his devel-
opment of novel medical devices that address 
complications resulting from diabetic 
neuropathy. 

Lisa G. Dodson, an HHMI precollege 
program director at Oregon Health & Science 
University, was named the 2009 Oregon 
Family Doctor of the Year by the Oregon 
Academy of Family Physicians for her HHMI-
funded work with children in rural areas of 
the state. 

HHMI investigator Brian J. Druker of 
the Oregon Health & Science University was 
named a European Inventor of the Year 2009 
in the area of industry. He shares the award 
with Jürg Zimmermann of the Novartis 
Institutes for Biomedical Research for their 
development of Gleevec to treat chronic 
myelogenous leukemia.

s p o t l i g h t

Seven HHMI investigators, one HHMI senior scientific officer, one HHMI professor, and one HHMI international research 
scholar were elected to the National Academy of Sciences. The investigators are Ralph R. Isberg, Tufts University School 
of Medicine; Tyler Jacks, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; G. Shirleen Roeder, Yale University; Kevan M. Shokat, 
University of California, San Francisco; Paul W. Sternberg, California Institute of Technology; Jonathan S. Weissman, 
University of California, San Francisco; and S. Lawrence Zipursky, University of California, Los Angeles. The senior scien-
tific officer is Marian B. Carlson, whose lab is at Columbia University. The HHMI professor is Baldomero M. Olivera, 
University of Utah. The international research scholar is Pascale Cossart, Institut Pasteur, Paris, France.

Ten Elected to National Academy of Sciences

to p  r ow :  Ralph      I s b e r g ,  T yl  e r  Jac k s ,  G .  S hi  r l e e n  R o e d e r ,  K e van   S h o k at,  Paul   S t e r n b e r g

b ott o m  r ow :  J o nathan      W e issman      ,  S .  L aw r e nc  e  Z ipu   r s ky,  M a r ian    C a r ls  o n ,  Bal   d o m e r o  Oli   v e r a ,  Pascal     e  Co ssa   r t

nota bene
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Edward E. Evans, a teacher at the Health 
Sciences and Technology Academy—a West 
Virginia University program funded by  
an HHMI precollege grant—was named 
America’s Top Science Teacher by Discovery 
Education and 3M. 

Katherine A. High, an HHMI investigator 
at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, 
received a 2009 Board of Directors’ Award 
from the Foundation for Fighting Blindness. 
She also is recipient of an International 
Society on Thrombosis and Haemostasis 
Investigator Recognition Award.

H H M I  i n v e s t i g a t o r  F r i e d h e l m 

Hildebrandt of the University of Michigan 
Medical School received the 2009 Lillian Jean 
Kaplan International Prize for Advancement 
in the Understanding of Polycystic Kidney 
Disease. Hildebrandt shares the prize with 
Lisa Guay-Woodford of the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham and Corinne 
Antignac of the Necker Hospital in France. 

HHMI investigator Richard O. Hynes of 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
received the 2009 Robert J. and Claire 
Pasarow Award for Cardiovascular Research. 

HHMI-funded undergraduate Brian Goh 

of Louisiana State University was named to 
the 2009 USA Today All-USA College 
Academic First Team. 

Steven E. Jacobsen, an HHMI investi-
gator at the University of California, Los 
Angeles, received the 2009 Charles Albert 

Shull Award from the American Society of 
Plant Biologists. 

HHMI investigator Christine Jacobs-

Wagner of Yale University was recognized 
by the New York Academy of Sciences as one 
of six finalists, in the faculty category, for a 
2008 Blavatnik Award for Young Scientists. 

HHMI President Robert Tjian; HHMI 
Trustee Alison F.  Richard , vice-
chancellor of the University of Cambridge; 
HHMI investigator Craig C. Mello of the 
University of Massachusetts Medical School; 
and HHMI medical advisory board member 
Rowena G. Matthews of the University 
of Michigan were elected to the American 
Philosophical Society. 

The 2009 Freeman Award from the National 
Alliance for Research on Schizophrenia and 
Depression was awarded to HHMI investigator 

Kerry Ressler of the Emory University 
School of Medicine. 

HHMI investigator Charles L. Sawyers 

of Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
received the 2009 Dorothy P. Landon-AACR 
Prize for Translational Cancer Research 
from the American Association for Cancer 
Research. 

Leslie B. Vosshall, an HHMI investi-
gator at The Rockefeller University, won the 
Lawrence Katz Prize for Innovative Research 
in Neuroscience. 

The 2010 Priestly Medal, the highest honor 
bestowed by the American Chemical Society, 
was awarded to HHMI professor Richard 

N. Zare of Stanford University. The honor 
recognizes Zare’s scientific contributions to 
chemistry as well as his teaching, mentoring, 
and public service. 

The 2009 Shaw Prize in Life Science and Medicine 
was awarded to HHMI investigator Jeffrey M. 
Friedman of The Rockefeller University and 
Douglas L. Coleman of The Jackson Laboratory 
for their work leading to the discovery of leptin, a 
hormone that regulates food intake and body 
weight. Studying morbidly obese, diabetic mice, 
Coleman was the first to hypothesize that a 
hormone was linked to appetite and weight gain. 
More recently, Friedman used genetic mapping 
to pinpoint the gene encoding leptin, which was 
mutated in the mice Coleman studied. 

Shaw Prize Goes to Friedman

J e ff  r e y  F r i e d man 

Kevin P. Campbell, an HHMI investigator at the University of Iowa 
Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver College of Medicine, and Louis M. Kunkel, 
an HHMI investigator at Children’s Hospital Boston, received the 2009 
March of Dimes Prize in Developmental Biology. They were chosen to 
share the prize for their research on muscular dystrophy. More than 
20 years ago, Kunkel identified dystrophin, the protein mutated in 
some forms of muscular dystrophy. Since that discovery, Kunkel and 
Campbell have further unraveled the molecular mechanisms of mus-
cular dystrophies, leading to the development of several drugs now in 
clinical trials.

Campbell and Kunkel Share March of Dimes Award

K e v in   C amp   b e ll  Lo uis    Kun   k e l

s p o t l i g h t

s p o t l i g h t
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