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1 poekhal po naznacheniyu: referring to the period of compulsory state service after graduating
from a college or university. [Editor].

2 One of the most prominent advocates of ‘free education’ before 1917 and between 1917 and
1932, when he was director of the First Experimental Station of the People’s Commissariat of
Enlightenment. See [Partlett 2004]. [Editor].

3 blyad is a very strong word for ‘whore’, until recently considered unprintable. [Editor].
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1 Or reintroduced: it had dominated the school programme in the 1920s. [Editor].
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1 So that no time was wasted on travelling. [Editor].
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1 The original reads ‘repressive awe’. [Editor].
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1 i.e., were essentially a genre of propaganda. [Editor].
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1 What I say here deals only with one aspect of this huge subject. See further [Bezrogov
2003a]; [Bezrogov 2004]; [Bezrogov 2003b].



333 F O R U M  4
D

is
cu

ss
io

n 
of

 C
at

ri
on

a 
K

el
ly

’s
 a

rt
ic

le
, 

‘T
he

 S
ch

oo
l 

W
al

tz
’: 

Th
e 

Ev
er

yd
ay

 L
if

e 
of

 t
he

 P
os

t�
St

al
in

is
t… �������	�����������������2������������������� �����2�=������������

���������� ������ �������� ���2�������
���������������	�6
������������

����'������
������������������
��������������������������
����������
�

����������������������������������,�
��������������������������������

$�����������������������������!������������������� ��������	������

��� ���� ���������� �	� �
�� ���� ����������� /�
�� ���� ����
���0�� ��

�������������������� ��������
�������	� ���������������	������� ����

�����������������������������	�����������������������
��
�����������

�
��
����� ��� �� �������� �	� ���������������� ��� �� -
������� �	� ��������

�������� (����� ���� �	� ������ ����������� ��� �
���	������ ��� �� ���������

�������$������������
���	���������������������������������������������	

������������������������������������������������������������	��

���+����������/����������
��������� �����������������0����6
��

��������/����������
���������������������������
�����������������
��

�������� ��������������������0�

"�� ���� ���� �	� ���� �����
������ ����������� ������ 	��������������

����
������ ��� �� ������ �	� ��������� �,��������� ��� ��������� ��

�������	�6
�������
��
��������������������������������������3

"���� ����� ���
��� 5� ��
��� ��������� ����� ������ ���� 	��� ���

�������������	��
�������������������	�����������������������������

��2���������������
���������2��	��
�����������������"������	������

�����������������������	���5�� �������������	���������������������������

������� ������ �	� �
�������������� ��� �������� ���� ����� ��� ���� ���

�		������������
��������
���������������"��������������������		�������

�
������� ����		��� �� ������� 
���������� ��� �� ������������������� ��

������ �� 	
�
��� ����%��� �	� ���� "������ I������ ���� ���� ��� �����<

���������
��!������
%�$
�
�������.����	����������������������������

����		������"���������������������������������������������������������

	���������������������
��������	��������������������������������������

*��������������-
����������������������������������	�����"�����������

�����������������������������������������
����������������	������

��������������������������2���	�������������������	������������������

���� ������� ��
�������� ���� ����� ��������� ����� �
������� ��� �����

���
�����������
����� ���� ����� ����� ���� ������������ ��� �����������

����������������������
��������		������������������������
������	��

������
�����*����� ������������*������� �������� ���� ������

����	�*�������%��,��
���������7��
���������������������������������

�
�������������!��
�������
������ ���� ���� �������	����������

���
��� 	������ "������ 	������� ���������� �� 
��	��� ������ ����� ���

������������������������ �����������������	� ����"����������������


������	�	�������������������������������"��������������������������

��� ��� �,������� �������
��� 5����������������� ���	����� ���� ����� ��

��������������������������������	�����!����
����� ��	�	�����������

����������
������������������
�������
�������������
����
��������

1 The governing body of the Pioneer organisation in schools. [Editor].
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1 Cf. the way she cites her own school experience, dating from the 1960s and 1970s. On the
textualisation of anthropology, see e.g. [Rubel, Chegrinets 1998].

2 A phrase taken from the prison confessions of Yakov Blyumkin in 1928. See [Sazhneva 2005: 7].
3 Periodical publications include Oral History Yearbook, Narrative Inquiry, Bios, Auto/Biography

Studies, Biography, Oral History Forum, Life Stories, etc.
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1 Indeed I suspect that her utilisation of oral history and ‘memory’ will vex some readers. After
all, most of the people interviewed here lived through the Gorbachev era, which among other
things, subjected Soviet education to harsh scrutiny and relentless criticism, for ‘producing
drones’ and ignoring ‘personality’ (lichnost). At that time, urban families reportedly subscribed
to up to thirty periodicals each; surely the avalanche of critical verbiage triggered by glasnost
altered memories of schooling by highlighting the negative.
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1 On the impact of war and revolution, see [Balashov 2003: 42�67]; [Holmes 1991]; [Dunstan
1997].

2 See [Petrovsky 1989] for a good collection of articles laying out the ‘pedagogy of cooperation’.
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1 Here her arguments are similar to those presented by Larry Holmes in a meaty recent article
[Holmes 2005] on school practices under Stalinism, with comments on the post�Stalinist
period.

2 This school culture was both Russian and Soviet: Russian in its roots; Soviet in that we can
talk of Soviet�type schools that left a profound impact in Central Asia, East and Central
Europe and elsewhere, in regions whose cultural roots were not Russian or even Slavic, and
often not Orthodox. I have often attended conferences which brought together scholars from
say, Bratislava, Riga, Bishkek, and Barnaul. The commonality of school experience, despite
different national cultures, immediately set these participants apart from Western scholars.
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1 The requirement to teach a wide variety of subjects to a high level. [Editor].
2 Perhaps the first Western journalist to recognise the diversity in atmosphere in the Russian

school, and the impact individual teachers and directors had on this atmosphere, was Susan
Jacoby. See [Jacoby 1974].
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1 [Holmes 2005: 86], based on data for about three hundred interviews collected for the Soviet
Interview Project. For this project generally, see [Millar 1987]. Holmes’s statements are based
upon his own calculations from the original survey data.

2 UNESCO, Innocenti Center, A Decade of Transition. Regional Monitoring Report 8 (report on
transition economies, 2001).
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1 On spetshkoly, see John Dunstan’s remarkable book [Dunstan 1978]; see also [Riordan 1988].
2 hidden curriculum is of course, a Western term for the non�content goals of the state embed�

ded in prescribed school routines (a form of vospitanie encoded in routines, not phrases).
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1 Comments by Holmes in a section entitled ‘Programmed for Disaster’ in [Holmes 2005: 79�85],
esp. p. 82, provides a rich, archival�based, description of the relentless, and self�defeating
intervention of state authorities in all aspects of schooling.

2 The teaching profession was also in decline. While pedvuzy always found applicants to fill
their available places, graduates frequently sought to avoid their obligatory raspredelenie, and
those who served the required three years often fled the profession immediately after. Today,
fewer than fifty percent of state�funded graduates of teacher training institutions actually go
into teaching.

3 The stated goal was to reverse the ratio from 60:40 to 40:60 (general and vocational).
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1 Examples of teachers inserting their own interpretations into history and literature lessons can
be found in [Holmes 2005: 75] and elsewhere.

2 This discussion can be fruitfully gendered. Observers frequently pointed out that adolescent
girls were often the most vociferous advocates of ‘communist morality’ among schoolchildren.
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1 An alternative etymology of the name has it derived from Geoffrey of Monmouth’s garbling of
Rhonwen, ‘white skirt’. [Editor].
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1 See Chapter 7, ‘The View from the Bottom Rail’ in [Davidson, Lytle 1992].
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1 For use of this material, see [Millar 1987]. For my modest use of both the Harvard and Soviet
interview projects, see [Holmes 2005: 64, 75, 86–7].
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1 A bit like the English expression: ‘don’t make it too chocolate�boxey’. [Editor].

Claudio Sergio Nun Ingerflom
CRNS, Paris/SSEES, UCL, London
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1 Behind the Kazan Cathedral. [Editor].
2 A joking term for the functional if unattractive boxy low�rise blocks put up to standard

designs from 1955 onwards. [Editor].



No.3 FORUM  F O R  A N T H R O P O L O G Y  A N D  C U L T U R E 376

���27��B��������������
���	���
��������������������	���6
����

���788:����������	����������������������	�
���������	�!6
����� ��������

��� 5������� ����� ����������� ���� �
�������� ��� ���� 5������� B�������� �	

(�
��������������������������������	
�����������������	������2

�	�������������
�������������������������������������4������/����

6
����������
������������
�����������0�������������������������,��

�������2�����	�����������������������	������������������������������

�
�� ����� ���� �
���� ���������� ��� ���� ����� �	� "������ ���������

��������� ������ �������� ���� 2����� ��� !B.�(� � =� ������������ ��

������������� 	��� !������������ ���� �������������� ������ �� 1��� ���

��
�� !�	�� � ����� !���� � ��� !����� � ��� 4������� ���� ����� ��

��������������!B�	�� ��������������������������������5���������������

I����������� ���� �������	�2��������� ���������������
���� ��������

���������
������	� �
��� �������� ���������� ������������� 	��� 5������

������������������������������� ����"������������� ���2��	����������

������������������������ ������� ��������"������� ��� ������������	

����������	������������������������������"�����������������������3

5������������ /��� ����� ����� 5� ������������������� �,�������������

	������
�����������������������������)���������������0�������������

��� ���� ���� ������ ������� ������ ��� ������
����� �
�� ��� ������ ����� �	

������������������������������
��������������������������������������

5�� 2������� ����� �
���� ��� ������ 6
������ �
��
���� ��� ����	�����

������������������������������������������������������������������������

�����	��������������������������������������������������������������� =

��� �����������
���� ����� ���� ���������	� ������� ��	��=����� ����
�����

5����
���������������������������,����������������������������������

��������� 	��� ���� 	�����"������I������ �������� ������� 	��� ���

��������� ����
������ ����� ��������� ��� ���� "������ ������� ���� ���

�������� �	� 2��������� ������� ����� ���������� ����� ������� ���������

.������������������������� ��������� 	������� ��� ��������������������


������������������	��������������������������������
���������		������

��
����4������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������
��������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������
������������!����� 

��� !�������� �������� ������������������ ����2�� ���������������

����������	���������������	���������	�����������	������
��������

������
������1�������"������������������,�������������!������������ 

��� �����
�������������������������������� ��� ����� ��������
�����	
�

������ ����"������ ����������� ������� ���� !������� �	� ��� � ���
�������

<������ "
2������2�� ������� ��� �� 2���� �	� �����
����� ������ ��� ���

������������	������	
���	���������������������?���������������	�����������

)�����(��4��������������������"���������"���������������
����������

1 Writing about йmigrйs’ opinion, I do not mean the results of survey or systematic study of the
topic and rest only on the informal discussions of the issue among ‘Russian Israelis’, to whom
I belong myself, and ‘Russian Americans’, with whom I have rather extensive contacts.
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The answer to the problem, I figured,
Was two and two thirds of a digger

(From a poem learned by heart in school)7
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1 That is, the answer to a traditional narrative maths problem of the kind, ‘A single digger can
displace 3 cubic metres of earth during a day’s work. How many diggers would it take to
displace 8 cubic metres of earth in the course of a day?’ [Editor].

Elena Lyarskaya
Russian Ethnographical
Museum, St Petersburg

Aleksandr Lyarsky
University of Management
and Economics, St Petersburg
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1 Sic. The article actually states, ‘While official guides for “class teachers” continued to stress
their function as conduits for official values, and as regulators of discipline, in at least some
cases contact was warmer and more personal than methodological prescription envisaged.’
[Editor].
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1 Sic. The English in fact reads, ‘was much liked’ (emphasis supplied). [Editor].
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1 The authors have identified a difficulty in translation here. ‘Formal’ in English means simply,
‘organised as opposed to spontaneous (informal)’; in Russian, the word formalnyi implies over�
formality and rigidity. Thus, the apparently literal translation formalnoe obsuzhdenie novogo
materiala is in fact misleading [Editor].

2 The passage referred to reads, ‘For many, therefore, the “last bell” was essentially an irrelevance,
in emotional terms; and, rather than laying the foundation for a life of gratitude and happy
memories of schooling, accompanied by regular attendance at school reunions (yubilei), it
marked a one�way trip out of the school gates, acting not so much as a rite of passage as an
annoying reminder of the kind of parade�ground drill (mushtrovka) that had made first contacts
with school alienating, and that — for a significant contingent of pupils — soured a good deal
of later experience [i.e. later experience in the school] as well.’ [Editor].
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1 Gopniki: a derogatory name for aggressive, criminally�inclined members of the urban lower
classes that came into use during the late Soviet era. The current British term ‘chavs’ (said to
be derived from ‘council house and violent’) is quite close in terms of meaning and intona�
tion. [Editor].
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1 In Russian, this phrase could also mean, ‘Actually, a bad school is a good school,’ though in
fact contextually the first meaning would be preferred, since Shklovsky is describing the
advantages of the laissez�faire treatment in his own disorganised and pedagogically inept
private gimnaziya. [Editor].
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1 A five, i.e. the top mark. [Editor].
2 i.e. a clinically qualified physician engaged in medical research, clinical researcher. [Editor].
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1 This game used to be called ‘Chinese Whispers’ in my own schooldays, but I cannot remember
that finding ‘who was to blame’ was ever the point: instead, players used simply to enjoy the
ludicrous contrast between ‘input’ at one end and ‘output’ at the other. [Editor].
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1 See, for example, [Stocking 1983]. The original publication of Semenova Tian�Shanskaya’s work
is [Tian�Shanskaya 1914]. My edition, which is revised and supplemented by additional
published and archival sources is [Tian�Shanskaya 1993].

2 This study demonstrated that memory could compress and recombine historical events in order
to assign them more acceptable and understandable collective significance. First published as
[Portelli 1981]; in a revised version in Spanish translation as [Portelli 1989]; and in English
[Portelli 1991].
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1 In much the same way as the poster art about agrarian life and reform produced in the same
period was apparently intended not for villagers themselves but for an urban�based reader. See
[Bonnell 1993].
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1 Here, as with formal/formalnyi above, there is a problem of translation: in English, ‘post�
Stalinist’ is the standard term for the decades following Stalin’s death, and use of the term in
no sense points to the user’s desire to emphasise the continuing influence of the ‘genius of
all peoples’. [Editor].
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Catriona Kelly

University of Oxford

1 One or two corrections do seem appropriate, since they relate to the field of academic ethics.
Andrei Toporkov complains in his response to question 2, ‘The fragments from interviews are
cited with reference to an archive that is self�evidently inaccessible to the majority of readers,
but the sex, age, occupation, educational credentials and place of residence of the informants are
not given.’ Originally, ‘“The School Waltz”’ contained, in the Appendix, a precise list of
informants, detailing dates and places of birth, parental occupation, and other basic biograph�
ical information. This was cut at the proof stage in order to reduce what was already a very
long article to manageable size. The biographical information has been available since October
2004 on the website for the Leverhulme�sponsored project, ‘Childhood in Russia, 1890–1991: A
Social and Cultural History’, at www.mod�langs.ox.ac.uk/russian/childhood/. The entire archive
of interviews (currently standing at around 300 tapes with over 150 informants) will in due
course be made available to researchers. Regarding Aleksandr Belousov’s comments about
various ‘errors’, I would note the following: 1. A. Roitman is the conductor of the score in The
Girl from Class One; I mistranscribed the credits from the video when checking the director’s
name because the curlicued script eluded my shortsighted gaze (interestingly, too, the credit
for Roitman, clearly once a figure of stature, appears in larger script than the credit for the
director); 2. I do not follow the practice of citing material that I have only heard about. 3. I
would describe Glotser’s Deti pishut stikhi (Children Write Verses), which I read in the British
Library’s copy, as an annotated anthology or an appreciation of literature by children, and not
as a scholarly study (compare Chukovsky’s From Two to Five).
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1 Examples of the first type of traveller include such early modern visitors as Giles Fletcher and
Richard Turberville; examples of the second include the sympathisers of Bolshevism mentioned
by Ben Eklof — Bernard Shaw and John Dewey.

2 [Baring 1922]; [Reynolds 1913]; [Utley 1949]. The second book contains, for example, very
interesting observations on the layout of Russian apartments and on relations with servants,
of the kind seldom recorded in diaries or memoirs by Russians. Utley’s book has valuable
descriptions of medical treatment, modern apartment living, and life at work (she deliberately
spoke Russian as badly as possible so as to be spared making political speeches). Other close
observers of the pre�1917 period include Elizabeth Hill and Walter Gerhardie, both of whom
were born in Russia and would best be described as ‘Anglo�Russian’ in the full bilingual and
bicultural sense. While not laying claim to fall in this second category, I might qualify as a
‘long�term resident’, given that I have now been visiting Russia for quite long periods of time
(including a year as a student in Voronezh from 1980 to 1981) for more than twenty�five
years. There are some areas of Russian existence — such as life in a provincial student hostel
in the Brezhnev years — about which I probably know more than many of my contemporaries
from educated backgrounds in the Russian capitals. This kind of long�term exposure became
possible for many students and scholars from the late 1950s onwards, and is typical of British
and American Russianists aged 70 and under.

3 HEINRICI WILHELMI LUDOLFI GRAMMATICA RUSSICA QUЖ CONTINET Non tantum prжcipia
fundamenta RUSSICЖ LINGUЖ, Verum etiam Manuductionem quondam AD GRAMMATICAM
SLAVONICAM. Oxonii, E Theatro Sheldoniano, A. D. MDCXCVI. On the history of this book, see
[Stone 2005].
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1 Except perhaps in a relatively primitive sense: material from the archive of the First Experi�
mental Station of Narkompros in the archive of the Russian Academy of Education indicates
that schoolchildren quite readily reproduced the ‘class war’ politics of the early Soviet era in
their school essays, describing their own families as bednyaki and talking of the kulaki in the
village, and so on.
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1 On the centrality of the role of transcription to oral history, see [Frisch 1990].
2 In a recent study of children’s reading, I have likewise contrasted the reactions retrieved by

oral history work with informants who grew up in working�class families or in the Russian
countryside See [Kelly 2005].
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�����������������������������������
��������/���������.,	P)���"*��:A

1 Certainly, an international survey some years ago ranked the US rather low in terms of social
mobility compared with a number of different European countries. The ‘American dream’, one
may suppose, is kept alive by recent immigrants who watch their children do better, educa�
tionally and economically, than they did.

2 See ‘Materialy po ekspeditsii v Borskii raion Gor’kovskoi oblasti za 1947’, RAO NA f. 32 op. 1
d. 119, l. 3 (which reports a serious lack of specialist science teaching in rural schools), l. 12
(which quotes a pupil essay saying, ‘The plant eats carbon dioxide through its wiskers [sic.].
Then it gets broken down and turned into fats’), l. 28 (‘insects have two pairs of legs’).

3 [Fitzpatrick 1999: 282]. The index also includes the more neutral categories of ‘upbringing’,
‘child support’, and in fact the discussion in the book is wider than the categories would
suggest. But the sense of priorities is typical of Western social history.

4 Elements of this attitude are evident in [Engel, Posadskaya�Vanderbeck 1998]; as I pointed
out when reviewing this (in many respects very interesting) volume of women’s oral autobiog�
raphies for Journal of Modern History, questions such as ‘When did you have your first
abortion?’ have the same ritualised status here as the question, ‘When did you join the Party?’
in Soviet recordings of oral testimony.
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1 One might compare commentary on Soviet nurseries (yasli and detskie sady): provision was
both more generous and often better than in the first three decades of Soviet power, but
parents — at least from culturally empowered circles — complained about them more. For
examples, take [Mukhina 1969], or the commentaries running in Nedelya during the 1960s,
1970s, and early 1980s. I would see criticism under glasnost and after (as mentioned by Ben
Eklof) as a sequel to this, rather than something that came totally out of the blue. As for
individualism, one might note Aleksandr Zholkovsky’s ironic comments [2003] on hating
school as a social clichй.
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1 The term is probably now more widely used with reference to Russia in Russia itself than in
the West: see e.g. ‘“Totalitarizm” kak teoreticheskaya ramka: popytki revizii spornogo ponyati�
ya’, [Gudkov 2004: 362–446].

2 As a footnote: I had read Nineteen�Eighty�Four only once in my life (until re�reading it for this
article), more than twenty years ago. At the time I was still an undergraduate, and hugely
ignorant about Soviet history. It struck me then forcefully as a story about the betrayal of
love and the self�disgust and hatred towards the loved one which ensue, and I still think that
is one of its primary narrative lines. On re�reading it, I was entertained by Orwell’s accurate
and at times hysterically funny parody of high Stalinist (and Third Reich) propaganda (one
might take particularly the passages dealing with invented statistics and with the invention
of a military hero, Comrade Ogilvy, who bears more than a passing resemblance to Aleksandr
Matrosov). But the thrust of the novel very obviously lies, as is commonly argued, in its
application of a ‘totalitarian’ model to a modulated but still recognisable portrait of post�war
Britain, with popular culture as represented by nursery rhymes and trash pornographic novels
somehow surviving oppression in the form of censorship (‘careless talk costs lives’), food
rationing, goods shortages, and evaporating morale. Like Golding’s Lord of the Flies, Orwell
takes issue with patriotic smugness of the ‘it could never happen here, the homeland of
democracy’ kind: Nineteen Eighty�Four reminds the late 1940s reader that Britain might as
easily four decades hence be the home of slavery as of freedom.

3 Perhaps Andrei Toporkov was thinking of Nabokov’s Bend Sinister, which does indeed hinge on
the destruction of a child by a repressive, ‘totalitarian’, regime?
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1 Alternatively known as grazhdanskaya oborona (some informants know it by this term, some as
voennaya podgotovka).
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1 The word used in the original, rusichka, is actually a colloquial world for a female Russian
teacher.

2 On Makarenko, see also [Fitzpatrick 1992: 249–53]; [Fitzpatrick 1999: 77]; [Kharkhordin
1999]. I of course don’t see this high�Stalinist ideal as being imported unmodified into post�
Stalinist culture, and indeed directly argue, ‘While later manuals were less explicit about the
link between oral testing and social control, they still emphasised the role of the process in
enforcing a sense of the need for self�improvement’. Equally, on another point that has upset
Loiter, I did not say that the First of September remained forever a Stalinist ritual, merely that
it originated as such (i.e., was introduced as one of the pleiad of official holidays that marked
the era of ‘life has become jollier’ in 1935–6: on others, New Year and Constitution Day, see
[Petrone 2000]).
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1 See [McCarthy 1987], a volume intended partly as a ‘correction’ to her more famous early
autobiographical work, Memories of a Catholic Girlhood (1957).
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1 Desire to provoke, mischief. [Editor].
2 For elaboration of the view of the Russian intelligentsia as a social elite, see [Fitzpatrick

1992: ch. 1]. For the argument that the status groups called ‘classes’ in the Soviet Union,
including the intelligentsia, might be better understood as Soviet sosloviya, see [Fitzpatrick
2005: ch. 3].
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