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LULLABY FOR A COLICKY BABY

For crying out loud,

It'sonly spilt milk.

Theway your sharp criesrend

Theair'sthinglk, PROXY

Theway your blueskiescloud

And take away our sun, Akettlewhistling reassuring sound

You'd think theworld about to end From an apartment el sewherein the block
Instead of just begun. Tea, surely what elselikely to befound

Onlanguid eveningswhen dark shadowsflock?
—A. E. STALLINGS
Faintly perceived theclattering crockery,
Noiseof ategpot lifted fromitsshelf
At such quiet timesthe very thought of tea
Isasdluring asthecupitsalf.
AT HIS MOTHER'S BREAST
—CHRISTOPHER BREWER
Thelittletwerp
nursed
but had to burp
first.

—RICHARD MOORE
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DRIVER'S SOLILOQUY

Atlast I'vegot the perfect spot,
just past the corner deli.

It'slong enoughtofit ayacht
andisn't wet or smelly.

It'sfree of potholes, broken glass,
mud, hydrants, road kill, rubble,
and shadetreeswhereabird with gas
could giveawindshieldtrouble.
Thisspotislegal every day

and yet, first thing tomorrow,

| haveto drivemy car away.
Parking issuch sweet sorrow.

—MELISSA BALMAIN

HOT STUFF

Shelsan aristocrat, my girl.
Sheisthedaughter of anearl.

| think that'sgreat,

though sometimes she can bequitesurly,
like, even when shegetsup late,
shegetsup early.

RICHARD MOORE

POETICAL CORRECTNESS*

Since"poet” suitsusall asfair
Asone-size-fits-dl underwear,
And"poetess’ till hasthefaults

Of corsets, hoops, and smelling salts,

| call mysalf now, just for kicks,
By thetitle"poetrix,"

Confessing fredly tothecrime
Alikeof gender and of rhyme.

ItisNew Latin, asyou guess,

For our modest "'poetess’

(But withthekinky twist of pleasure
In"dominatrix" for good measure).

—A. E. STALLINGS
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BOOMFOOLERY

If theré'sanAchilleshedl to Texas
it'sthefantasy of great power status

known asoledl & atus.

Itisfirmly based on aflabbergast

of football, oil certificates, and milesof grass.

Cdliforniaontheother foot

livesby making fantasiesof grapes,

on building scriptsand romanceout of riot andfire,
taking daysoff ontheother hand, perfecting
cavernsand towers scul pted in the sand,

raising theparadigm of evil freefrom any sign of root.

Itsfilmy aspirationis, to manufacture acresof guns
that only pretend to shoot,

to substitutefor what ishonestly hanged what's
wdl-hung

not knowing where on earth oneisto go

or what on earth thereisto do, but primp.
Theempireof lipgtick givesthishoitsgung.

But New York, with the assurance of ancient and
papery bonds,

constructsvast cavernsinitscanyonsof froth,
watersvariousleavesof greenish papery fronds
and raisesinflated promisesthe size and shape

of blimps,

whatever can be bought, the subornation of perjury
ishere, and all you good guys

better learn to take your lumps.

Timerunsfast saysMr. Marvell, but these places

run even faster than hecan set therules.

Scramble on board, take aseat in acrowded row.

Well may you liveon bellsand suits, for whereyou fly
thefud isfear of being dumped inthe afterglow!

Still! Overhead, herewe go Boom for the day!

All Aboard! For another morning'sblatheration of fools!

—ANDREW GLAZE
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