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W. McCarty, Editor

Summary

In its 21¢ year of operation, since the last report, Humanist gained a
significant number of new members, growing by 113, the largest gain by far
since I began tracking the yearly figures. The number of messages is up by 70,
continuing what now looks to be a fairly regular sinusoidal pattern. Available
data is summarized in the accompanying spreadsheet. The extensive repair of
Humanist's ageing mechanisms of publication, and its move from Princeton
and Virginia to an ADHO server, was not accomplished as promised but is
definitely now underway and should be accomplished by this Autumn.

Management

Humanist is tended by one person, the Editor, with occasional help from the
Assistant Editor (David Gants). In previous years the average amount of time
spent daily on running Humanist was ca. 30 minutes per day, 365 days per
year. During 2007-8 the workload has gone up for three reasons:

(1) A dramatic increase in spam through the Virginia account caused an
unsupportable amount of manual work, as a result of which I
suspended trawling through rejected messages for the few genuine
items falsely classified as spam. Consequently members have had to
watch for the appearance of their postings, resubmitting as necessary.

(2) The increasing habit of pasting formatted text from Word into postings
has required an increasing amount of manual editing.

(3) A breakdown in the archiving mechanism at Virginia now means that I
must archive messages manually.

The refurbishment of Humanist (for which see below) and its move to an
ADHO server promise to reduce the workload to a reasonable level once
again.

Until Humanist’s move, technical support is supplied by Shayne Brandon
(IATH, Virginia), who once again is to be commended for his help at crucial
points throughout the year. No help this year has been required from the
Office of Information Technology (OIT, Princeton). IATH maintains mail
relaying, message digesting and archiving functions, OIT the Listserv
software.
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Humanist’s refurbishment
The refurbishment of Humanist now has a history.

At DH2006 both the ACH and ALLC gave strong support to an initiative for
repairing Humanist’s ageing mechanisms of publication and for moving these
mechanisms from their current institutional homes to an ADHO server. (The
problems then visible were summarized in the report for 2005-6.) During
2006-7 a survey of members was carried by Stephen Ramsay, Stéfan Sinclair
and Vika Zafrin to discover if Humanist’s idiosyncratic style of publication
needed to be changed along with the lower-level mechanisms. Members
overwhelmingly voted for continuing the current style. With the financial
support of ADHO, a programmer was then engaged to carry out the work but
did next to nothing, despite repeated enquiries. He resigned in early February
2008. Later that month, after consultation with ADHO, Malgosia Askanas,
known widely for her efficiency and skill, was hired. She drew up a detailed
plan after consultation with AHDO, began chargeable work 1 May and has
been showing steady progress since then. Completion by Autumn seems
highly likely.

Both Malgosia’s proposal and milestone documents are attached, below. Her
estimate for the work is 100 hours at a reduced fee of US $60/hour (€40, £31)
for a total of US $6000 (€4000, £3100).

Membership and messages

Statistics regarding membership and messages are given in the accompanying
Excel file, Humanist 200807 .xls, as follows:

(1) Membership data for 2002-3 to 2007-8

(2)  Number of messages per year from 1993-4 to 2007-8
3) Chart of membership from 2002-3 to 2007-8 from (1)
4) Chart of messages per year from (2)

It is, as usual, difficult to know what these statistics indicate other than the
steady, perhaps even accelerating growth in membership in the UK., U.S. and
perhaps Canada (which continues to show the highest rate of membership per
capita. The chart of messages per year continues to show a puzzling
sinusoidal pattern, as noted above. I can shed no further light on this
variation.

Publication
Humanist is a publication of the Alliance for Digital Humanities

Organizations and the Office for Humanities Communication (King’s College
London). Since 1995-6, when Stanley N. Katz was its President, Humanist has
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also been an affiliated publication of the American Council of Learned
Societies, relations with which continue to be cordial but otherwise
inconsequential.

Coda

Ending on a note of gratitude continues to be appropriate — to the wider,
highly diverse communities of people who sustain Humanist, and so our
voice in the world; more specifically, to the organizations of ADHO for their
endorsement and support, which have again greatly strengthened this year.

Willard McCarty
June 2008
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Year Messages

1993-4 646
1994-5 489
1995-6 775
1996-7 919
1997-8 727
1998-9 617
1999-2000 576
2000-1 841
2001-2 640
2002-3 668
2003-4 847
2004-5 776
2005-6 765
2006-7 610

2007-8 680
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