
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
USS McCLUSKY (FFG 41) L/ /  

FLEET POIIT OFFICE 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 90072 IN REPLY REFER TO: 

5757 
13 Sep 88 

From: Commanding Officer, USS MCCLUSKY (FFG-41) 
To: Director of Naval history, Washington Navy Yard, Washington, D.C. 

Subj: SUBMISSION OF COMMAND HISTORY 

Ref: (a) CNO ltr 5757 Ser SH/3361 dtd 10 Aug 88 

Encl: (1) Command History for Period Ending 31 December 1986 
(2) Supporting Documents 

1. In response to reference (a), enclosure (1) and (2) are resubmitted. 

2. Command History for calendar year 1987 will be submitted by separate 
correspondence. Regret delay. 

4- 
G !  L. HANSEN 



SEUP'S HISTORY 1986 

1. Command composition and organization. 

a .  The USS MCCLUSKY (FFG 41 1 named a f t e r  Rear Admiral Wade McClusky, a 
hero of the  Ba t t l e  of Midway, is a guided missile f r i g a t e  of the  Oliver Hazard 
Perry Cl.ass. Her primary mission is general  e scor t  duty - of convoys, 
amphibious t a sk  forces ,  replinishment groups and a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  and 
b a t t l e s h i p  b a t t l e  groups - defending high value u n i t s  agains t  subsurface, 
surface  'and low l e v e l  a ir  th rea t s .  

b. The MCCLUSKY is a member of Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Three - t he  
" L i t t l e  Beaverstg Squadron - made famous during WWII when l ed  by Admiral ( then 
Captain) Arliegh Burke. Captain Todd A. Barthold commanded Desron 23 during 
1986 and was MCCLUSKYgs immediate super ior  i n  command. 



e .  MCCLUSKYps homeport and permanent duty s t a t i o n  is  an Diego, CA. 

f .  During 1986, MCCLUSKY deployed and worked with "OCEANLORD 23", a SH- 
60B LAMI'S MKIII he l i cop te r ,  from HSL-43 (Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron, 
Light Forty-Three) . 
2. ( U )  Chronology. 

a. ( U )  15 Jan: Commence F i r s t  Deployment 

b. (U) 31 Jan: Change of Command 

c. (U) 1 - 4 Feb: Port Visit Singapore 

d. ( U )  25 Feb - 31 Mar: OPS i n  South China Sea and Gulf of Oman 

e.  (U) 1 - 5 Apr: Upkeep Masirah 

f .  ( U )  13 Apr: Crossing the  Line 

g.  ( U )  15 - 18 Apr: Port V i s i t  Diego Garcia 

h. ( U )  20 Apr - 12 May: Port Visits Mauritius, La Reunion, Seychelles, 
Mombasa 

i. ( U )  12 - 18 lvlay: Upkeep Diego Garcia 

J. (U) 18 May - 24 Jun: Gulf of Oman OPS, including por t  v i s i t  Muscat 
Oman 

k.  ( U )  24 Jun - 8 Jul :  Transi t  t o  CONUS v ia  Subic Bay, Republic of the  
Phi l l i p p i n e s  

1. (U) 9 J u l  - 19 J u l  Transi t  Pearl  Harbor and Tigers Embark Transi t  t o  
San Diego 

m. (U) 27 J u l  - 7 Sep: Port-Deployment Standown and OPPRE Preps 

n. (U) 19 Sep: USS THATCHER (DD-514) Reunion 

3 .  (U) Narrative: 
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a .  ( U )  USS MCCLUSKY embarked on her  first deployment on 15 January 1986. 
She was a p a r t  of B a t t l e  Group FOXTROT, headed by USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65) and 
including: USS TRUXTUN, USS ARKANSAS, USS O I B R I E N ,  USS REASONER, USS LEWIS B. 
PULLER, and USS DAVID R.  RAY. The B a t t l e  Group s a i l e d  d i r e c t l y  f o r  the  Indian 
Ocean, with s tops  i n  Hawaii, Subic Bay, R.P., and Singapore. During the  
tr8nsi . t  MCCLUSKY was used a s  a AAW e a r l y  warning p icket .  During covert  
t r a n s i t s  she was s t a t ioned  off  Camh Rahn Bay, Vietnam, and Goa, India.  

b. ( U )  On 31 January 1986 CDR Robert B. Lynch was re l ieved of command by 
CIIR John J. Felloney during ceremonies a t  the  Pear l  Harbor Naval Sta t ion .  The 
guest  speaker was CAPT T. A. Barthold, COMDESRON 2 3 .  

c .  ( U )  MCCLUSKY's por t  v i s i t  t o  Singapore gave the  crew t h e i r  f i r s t  
chance t o  v i s i t  a fore ign country with such a d iverse  c u l t u r a l  her i tage .  
Crewmembers v i s i t e d  the  h i s t o r i c  Raff les  h o t e l  and o ther  landmarks. The ship  
was berthed a t  the  Sembawang Naval S ta t ion .  

d .  ( U )  On 5 February MCCLUSKY par t i c ipa ted  i n  an exerc ise  with the  
Malaysian Navy while t r a n s i t i n g  the  Malacca S t r a i t s .  She then proceeded ahead 
of the  B a t t l e  Group t o  s t a t i o n  off of Goa India ,  i n  order  t o  a s s i s t  ENTERPRISE 
i n  making a covert  t r a n s i t  t o  Karachi, Pakistan. While the  B a t t l e  Group 
headed t o  a por t  c a l l  i n  Karachi, MCCLUSKY asswned d u t i e s  a s  Gulf of Oman 
p a t r o l  sh ip .  She spent time p a t r o l l i n g  the  Gulf of Oman t racking I ranian  
aircr-af t and surface  vesse l s ,  and escor t ing  American merchant ships.  During 
t h i s  t i m e  she had one encounter with an I ranian  war sh ip ,  an LST, which t r i e d  
t o  i n t e r c e p t  an American merchant. The I ranian  attempt was unsuccessful due 
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  MCCLUSKY posi t ioned herse l f  between the  two ships .  MCCLUSKY 
t r a n s i t e d  the  Gulf of Hormuz once while t r a i l i n g  an I ranian  "SAAM" Class FFG. 
Upon being re l ieved by USS REASONER she reported t o  Masirah anchorage f o r  a 5 
day a v a i l a b i l i t y  with USS HECTOR. 

e .  (U) During the  f i v e  day period off  of Masirah Island MCCLUSKY 
accc~mplished rou t ine  r e p a i r  work and t r i e d  t o  determine the  extent  of damage 
t o  h l r .  4 SSDG, which had had a casual ty  during the  p a t r o l  i n  the  Gulf of Oman. 

f .  ( U )  On 13 April  MCCLUSKY crossed i n t o  the  Domain of Neptunus Rex. The 
crew was composed of a very l a rge  number of Pollywogs, but the  t r u s t y  
She:Llbacks were a b l e  t o  ensure t h a t  each was witness t o  the  wrath of Neptune. 

g. ( U )  MCCLUSKY v i s i t e d  Diego Garcia f o r  a shor t  upkeep p r i o r  t o  going t o  
the  South Indian Ocean. There were s h i p ' s  p a r t i e s  and USS HECTOR performed 
required r e p a i r  work. 

h. ( U )  The h ighl ight  of MCCLUSKY's deployment was her "Show the  Flag" 
c r u i s e  of the  Southern Indian Ocean. She made por t  v i s i t s  i n  P t .  Louis, 
Mauritius; La Port Des Ga l l e t s ,  Isle De La Reunion; Vic tor ia ,  Seychelles; and 
Monibasa, Kenya. In  I"Iauritius, the  MCCLUSKY v i s i t  coincided with t h e  200th 
anniversary of American contac t  with the  i s l and .  Crewmembers took pa r t  i n  
various f e s t i v i t i e s  including a basketbal l  competition and formal ceremonies. 
CDR Felloney was a speaker a t  the  formal ceremony commemorating the  event. In 
Reunion the  agenda was much less formal. There was an exchange lunch held 
with the  French Navy Pet ty  Off icers ,  and the  crew avai led  themselves of the  
l o c a l  s i t e s  and ho te l s .  A tour of the  i s l and  was provided by the  French Navy, 
which included a look a t  a volcano t h a t  had recen t ly  erupted. Vic tor ia ,  
Seychelles was a l s o  informal. The only formal event was a par ty  a t  the  
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res idence  of t h e  Ambassador. The crew p i tched  i n  with a community p r o j e c t  
which involved t h e  r e p a i n t i n g  of V ic to r i a  Orphanage. Mombasa, Kenya provided 
t h e  crew with an oppor tuni ty  t o  go on a s a f a r i  and experience l i f e  i n  Afr ica.  

:i. (U) During he r  5 day upkeep i n  Diego Garcia MCCLUSKY r e b u i l t  N r .  4 
SSDG, (which had f a i l e d  e a r l i e r  in t h e  Gulf of Oman) i n  seven days, c u t t i n g  
t h e  previous time by h a l f .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  hard work put  i n  by t h e  crew on 
t h e  SSDG o the r  necessary voyage r e p a i r  work was accomplished. 

j. ( U )  Upon depar t ing  Diego Garcia ,  MCCLUSKY once aga in  headed f o r  t h e  
Gulf of Oman. She resumed h e r  p a t r o l  d u t i e s  a s  before and spent  a r o u t i n e  
p a t r o l ,  encounter ing var ious  I r an i an  C-130 a i r c r a f t  and s u r f a c e  s h i p s  i n  t he  
a r e a ,  and had an un fo rge t t ab l e  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Muscat, Oman. The s h i p  fue l ed  i n  
Fujairah from Hind Hashim, an o i l  barge from t h e  United Arab Emirates. The 
f i n a l  r e fue l ing  was performed a t  t h e  S i t r a h  Anchorage i n  Bahrain. On 25 June 
MCCLUSKY was r e l i eved  of he r  p a t r o l  d u t i e s  by t h e  USS COPELAND (FFG-251, and 
s e t  s a i l  f o r  Subic Bay, Ph i l i pp ines ,  with t h e  USS D A V I D  R .  RAY and t h e  USNS 
HASS AY AMPA. 

k. (U) Arrived 5 Ju ly  i n  Subic Bay. Af te r  t ak ing  on s t o r e s ,  MCCLUSKY 
con,tinued i t s  homeward voyage with t h e  D A V I D  R.  RAY i n  company with only one 
s t o p  t o  go: P e a r l  Harbor, Hawaii. 

1. ( U )  Arrived 19 J u l y  i n  Pear l  Harbor and embarked our  Tiger  Cruise 
p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Underway from Pea r l  Harbor on 20 Ju ly .  Many a c t i v i t i e s  kept  
t h e  Tigers  q u i t e  busy throughout t h e  t r a n s i t  t o  San Diego. It was a rewarding 
experience f o r  t he  crew and our  gues ts .  

m. ( U )  Arrived 27 Ju ly  i n  San Diego and began a l eave  and upkeep period 
which l a s t e d  u n t i l  8 September. During t h i s  per iod s e v e r a l  events  took p l ace ,  
including:  A n  In te rmedia te  Maintenance A v a i l a b i l i t y  with SIMA, a r r i v a l  
conference with t h e  USS JASON, Aviation Assist V i s i t ,  and t h e  UHF DAMA 
i n s t a l l a t i o n .  

n. ( U )  On 19 September t h e  MCCLUSKY was s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  hos t  s h i p  f o r  t h e  
USS THATCHER Reunion. The World War 11 Destroyer USS THATCHER (DD-514) was 
one of t h e  o r i g i n a l  " L i t t l e  Beavers" of Destroyer Squadron 23 under Captain 
( l a t e r  Admiral) Arleigh A. "31 Knot" Burke. Two-hundred and n ine teen  former 
shipmates enjoyed a day of f e s t i v i t i e s  aboard MCCLUSKY (assigned t o  DESRON 23) 
wh~ich included a na r r a t ed  c r u i s e  through t h e  San Diego Harbor, a p i c n i c  on t h e  
f l i g h t  deck, and many fond memories of an age gone by. 

o. (U) The end of September saw t h e  MCCLUSKY r e t u r n i n g  t o  business  as 
usua l  a s  Commanding O f f i c e r ' s  Assessment Training (CART) and p repa ra t ions  f o r  
OI?PRE Operat ional  P l an t  Propulsion R e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  Examination (OPPRE) kept  
t h e  members of MCCLUSKY extremely busy. 

p. (U) On 16 October MCCLUSKY success fu l ly  sho t  an SVTT torpedo on t h e  
SOAR range amidst hours of Engineering Casualty Control D r i l l s  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  
of t h e  upcoming OPPRE. 

q. (U) Upon MCCLUSKY1s r e t u r n  t o  p o r t  on 20 October, they began an  
ongoing a v a i l a b i l i t y  with SIMA San Diego. 
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r. ( U )  10 November MCCLUSKY passed t h e  Aviat ion R e c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  The 
OPPRE which was o r i g i n a l l y  scheduled f o r  2-4 December was unexpectedly changed 
t o  24 November due t o  t:he i n a b i l i t y  of another  s h i p  i n  t h e  squadron t o  meet 
i t ' s  scheduled d a t e  f o r  OPPRE. NCCLUSKY passed t h e  OPPRE wi th  less 
r e s t r i c t i v e s  than t h e  previous yea r  i n  which they  set a record  f o r  FFG c l a s s  
shi.ps . 

s. (U) A t  t h e  beginning of December, MCCLUSKY prepared f o r  a s h i p ' s  
R e s t r i c t e d  A v a i l a b i l i t y  a t  Campbell Shipyard i n  San Diego, CA. This  
p r epa ra t i on  included many system checks throughout t h e  sh ip .  The s h i p  proved 
t o  be i n  very good shape and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  would be nothing more than a 
tune  up. On 9 December MCCLUSKYfs Supply Department p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  and 
passed a Supply Management In spec t ion  (SMI). The year  ended wi th  a hol iday  
and l e a v e  per iod  from 15 December 1986 - 5 January 1987. MCCLUSKY en te red  t h e  
SRA a t  Campbell Shipyard on 5 January 1987. 
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