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GVRD Strategic Planning Department                                                                                                         November 1997

Greater Vancouver’s Population Growth is Fueled by
International Immigration
Immigration data released by Statistics Canada reveal that 189,660 immigrants to Canada settled in Greater Vancouver between
1991 and 1996.  At the same time, the region’s total population grew by 229,075 people --- from 1,602,590 in 1991 to 1,831,665
in 1996.  This means that international immigration accounted for 82.8% of the region’s growth between 1991 and 1996.

Most immigrants to the region came from Asia, which accounted for 73.9% of the total between 1991 and 1996, compared to 48%
in 1981.  In contrast, Europe was the source of 8.4% of all immigrants in the five-year period between 1991 and 1996, compared
to 31% between 1976 and 1981.  Figure 1 shows a breakdown by region of the areas of origin for immigrants to Greater
Vancouver between 1991 and 1996.

Figure 1.   Sources of GVRD International Immigration to Greater Vancouver, 1991 to 1996

Source : Statistics Canada.

The 189,660 recent immigrants represent 30% of the total number of immigrants now living in the region. Figure 2 below reveals
that there were more arrivals to the region between 1991 and 1996 than in any previous census period. The total number of
international immigrants (633,745) now make up 34.5% of the region's total population, and most immigrants in the GVRD
(53.4%) settled in the region after 1981. Sixty-four percent of the region's immigrants were 20 years of age, or older at the time of
immigration to Canada

 Rapid growth and dispersion throughout the region has some implications on the region in terms of adequate services particularly
language training and schooling as well as other required amenities for multicultural and ethnic communities. One of the strategies
of the GVRD’s Livable Region Strategic Plan is the provision of an equitable distribution of public social and cultural services
and facilities.

Figure 2.   Greater Vancouver’s Total Immigrant Population by Period of Immigration

Source: Statistics Canada.

Of the region’s 633,745 total international immigrants, the following are the top ten areas which have contributed the most
immigrants: Hong Kong (13.6%), Peoples’ Republic of China (11.5%), United Kingdom (11.9%), India (8.4%), Philippines
(5.5%), Taiwan (4.6%), United States (3.6%), Germany (2.8%), Vietnam (2.7%) and Fiji (2.2%).
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Greater Vancouver’s Immigrants: Where are they coming from?
Figure 3 reveals the top ten sources of  immigration to Greater Vancouver, between 1991 and 1996, seven of which are
Asian countries.  People from Hong Kong were the top contributors to the immigration totals for the following
municipalities: Vancouver, Richmond, Burnaby, Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, and Port Moody.  The Taiwanese represented
the largest group of immigrants in West Vancouver, Langley Township Maple Ridge, and Langley City.  People from India
represented the largest group in Surrey, Delta, New Westminster and Pitt Meadows.  Immigrants from Iran were the largest
in North Vancouver City and District.  People from the United States represented the largest immigrant group in White
Rock between 1991 and 1996.

Figure 3.  Top 10 Sources of Immigrants to Greater Vancouver, 1991 to 1996

Source:  Statistics Canada.

Where are they locating?
Th e  Burrard  Peninsula m unicipalitie s  are  th e  d e stination of ch oice  for one  of e ve ry tw o re cent im m igrants
 (or 52.0%) to Gre ate r Vancouve r.  R ich m ond  and  South  of Fras e r m unicipalitie s  w e re  th e  n ext h igh e st
(16.1%). Th e  re m aining 15.8% of re cent im m igrants s ettle d  in th e  GVRD  sub-re gions of North  East Se ctor
(8.2%), th e  North  Sh ore  (6.6%), and th e  R idge -Meadow s (1.0%).

Figure 4.   GVRD’s Subregional Share of Recent Immigrants (1991-1996) and 1996 Regional Population

Source:  Statistics Canada.

O n a m unicipal basis, th e  City of Vancouve r w as, by far, th e  favourite  d e stination point for th e  re gion’s re cent
im m igrants, w ith  35.9 % settling in th at m unicipality.  R ich m ond  (16.1%), Burnaby (13.9 %), Surrey  (12.8%) and
Coq uitlam  (5.9 %) rounded out th e  top five  d e stinations in th e  19 9 1 to 19 9 6 Census period.

For m ore inform ation, please contact th e  GVRD  Strategic Planning D e partm ent: tel (604) 432-6375;fax (604) 436-69 70.

3,635

3,855

4,040

4,640

6,335

13,610

16,185

22,315

27,005

44,715

0 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000 35,000 40,000 45,000 50,000

United States

Vietnam

United Kingdom

Iran

South Korea

Phillippines

India

Taiwan

China

Hong Kong

Recent Immigrants

Country of Origin

Ridge/Meadows 1.0%
Maple Ridge, Pitt Meadows

South Fraser 16.1%
Delta, Langleys, Surrey
White Rock

North East Sector 8.2%
Anmore, Belcarra, Coquitlam
Port Coquitlam, Port Moody

Burrard Peninsula 52.0%
Vancouver, Electoral Area A (UEL)
Burnaby, New Westminster

North Shore 6.6%
North Vancouver City & District
West Vancouver, Lions Bay

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

North Shore

Burrard Peninsula

North East Sector

Richmond

South of Fraser

Ridge-Meadows Proportion of the regional population

Subregional Share of Recent Immigrants

Subregional Share



Page 3

TOTAL IMMIGRATION BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH, 1996

GVRD Anmore Belcarra Burnaby Coquitlam Delta

Greater 
Vancouver 

Subd. A
Langley 

City
Langley 

Township
Lions 

Bay
Maple 
Ridge

New 
Westminster

Total immigrants 633,740   200      135      73,825  32,115    23,010 660          3,415  12,095    450  9,685 12,540        
United Kingdom 75,415     25        40        5,175    3,345      5,740   255          1,120  3,585      150  2,915 2,020          
Italy 13,505     30        -       3,680    1,100      280      10            10       310         -  185    280             
United States 22,685     25        55        1,610    995         995      125          255     965         75    595    590             
Hong Kong 86,215     -      -       11,760  5,610      765      -           65       105         10    105    385             
India 53,470     -      -       3,510    980         3,935   10            30       330         10    385    1,395          
China 72,915     25        -       8,085    2,710      485      -           75       155         20    85      325             
Poland 12,440     10        -       1,645    955         400      30            135     250         -  415    505             
Philippines 34,640     -      -       3,100    1,610      930      -           90       155         10    210    1,005          
Germany 17,785     10        -       1,635    935         1,205   55            215     945         55    635    395             
Portugal 5,545       -      -       785       285         275      -           10       65           -  135    160             
Viet Nam 16,995     -      -       895       195         130      -           200     255         -  -     160             
Netherlands 10,010     -      -       710       360         710      20            280     1,195      20    650    310             
Jamaica 2,240       -      -       345       145         105      10            -      20           -  45      80               
Greece 3,340       -      -       215       120         230      -           25       15           -  20      85               
Guyana 1,080       -      -       85         115         50        -           15       15           -  75      45               
Sri Lanka 1,575       -      -       165       55           10        -           -      -         -  15      25               
Lebanon 1,355       -      -       235       90           45        -           -      15           -  10      125             
France 2,510       -      -       175       80           30        -           25       45           10    70      40               
Trinidad and Tobago 1,980       -      -       250       230         65        -           -      15           -  75      80               
Yugoslavia 5,495       -      -       1,310    235         145      -           40       105         -  40      195             
Hungary 4,780       -      -       550       225         195      -           35       160         -  70      210             
Haiti 100          -      -       20         -          10        -           -      10           -  -     10               
Taiwan 29,330     -      -       6,270    1,455      670      -           125     295         -  215    140             
Iran 10,060     -      -       845       700         50        -           15       100         -  85      250             
Romania 3,575       -      -       455       360         60        -           15       65           -  140    215             
Korea, South 12,690     10        -       3,060    1,870      245      25            80       345         -  165    370             
Ukraine 2,280       -      -       195       60           60        -           -      85           -  40      85               
Pakistan 3,045       -      -       265       55           215      -           -      10           -  15      45               
El Salvador 3,540       10        -       490       190         85        -           -      25           -  60      100             
Egypt 1,210       -      -       170       70           35        -           -      -         -  10      35               
Croatia 3,460       10        -       940       260         85        -           -      25           -  40      40               
Russian Federation 2,200       -      -       185       20           35        -           25       90           -  55      50               
Ireland 2,690       -      -       170       70           210      25            -      90           -  85      75               
South Africa 5,750       -      -       295       355         215      -           25       110         30    185    75               
Mexico 2,015       -      -       170       100         65        10            10       105         -  30      50               
Austria 2,465       -      -       250       195         155      -           15       85           -  50      70               
Chile 2,060       -      -       265       75           90        -           10       30           -  55      75               
Belgium 900          -      -       90         50           20        15            10       40           -  45      25               
Fiji 13,860     10        -       1,335    375         580      -           -      60           -  30      405             
Morocco 340          -      -       25         10           10        -           -      -         -  -     25               
Denmark 3,765       -      -       355       145         270      -           55       175         10    180    130             
Czechoslovakia 2,530       -      -       275       145         110      -           10       100         -  95      65               
Malaysia 6,575       -      -       1,115    785         265      10            15       40           -  85      45               
Cambodia 1,350       -      -       180       45           -       -           15       -         -  -     10               
Switzerland 1,810       -      -       125       90           95        -           15       45           -  55      40               
Tanzania 2,935       -      -       895       150         120      -           -      -         -  25      40               
Kenya 3,560       -      -       700       240         130      -           15       30           -  45      75               
Iraq 960          -      -       175       75           70        -           -      -         -  10      15               
Somalia 700          -      -       185       -          10        -           -      -         -  -     80               
Israel 740          -      -       35         20           15        -           -      -         -  -     10               
All other places of birth 61,245     30        30        8,355    3,785      2,290   70            310     1,410      30    1,105 1,465          
Non-permanent residents 23,830     -      -       3,145    1,085      475      15            175     310         20    170    675             
Source: 
1996 Census, Statistics Canada
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TOTAL IMMIGRATION BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH, 1996

North 
Vancouver 

City

North 
Vancouver 

District
Pitt 

Meadows
Port 

Coquitlam
Port 

Moody Richmond Surrey

Electoral 
Area A 
(UEL) Vancouver

West 
Vancouver

White 
Rock

Total immigrants 13,280     22,375     2,225     10,715     4,995  71,625    89,970   2,185        228,230   14,725     3,875 
United Kingdom 2,865       5,650       595        2,005       845     5,240      11,815   290           16,470     3,570       1,465 
Italy 370          250          20          230          60       205         1,010     -            5,215       200          50      
United States 615          1,350       145        455          330     1,550      2,940     190           7,380       905          390    
Hong Kong 440          1,210       25          1,540       455     22,135    2,155     100           38,035     1,180       25      
India 615          490          250        555          145     3,910      25,465   20             11,180     210          15      
China 215          680          45          660          150     9,650      2,385     530           45,945     570          55      
Poland 450          375          40          320          215     835         2,070     15             3,455       200          100    
Philippines 840          970          65          470          260     5,450      5,030     80             14,025     180          90      
Germany 470          1,180       150        410          120     1,225      2,815     65             3,940       925          320    
Portugal 50            90            55          110          10       210         575        -            2,690       40            10      
Viet Nam 70            15            10          85            15       625         2,000     15             12,325     -           -    
Netherlands 235          260          225        180          160     715         2,085     60             1,450       230          115    
Jamaica 70            110          -         95            50       165         440        10             495          20            -    
Greece 90            55            10          70            10       240         400        -            1,660       65            20      
Guyana 20            20            -         10            -     170         220        -            220          -           -    
Sri Lanka 30            10            10          35            -     200         240        10             755          -           -    
Lebanon 45            65            -         20            60       85           155        -            370          15            -    
France 110          90            30          35            10       210         290        10             1,095       100          45      
Trinidad and Tobago 25            50            15          90            20       175         285        -            520          25            40      
Yugoslavia 100          175          10          40            40       245         500        20             2,165       35            90      
Hungary 125          130          35          80            20       265         845        15             1,610       130          70      
Haiti -          -          -         -           -     -          15          -            35            -           -    
Taiwan 185          400          -         195          140     5,135      2,800     105           9,995       1,120       20      
Iran 1,675       2,000       30          90            195     460         270        40             2,085       960          -    
Romania 160          40            15          165          170     160         350        15             1,085       55            35      
Korea, South 140          695          -         185          85       505         1,995     60             2,480       255          35      
Ukraine 20            35            -         -           -     350         330        -            915          -           50      
Pakistan 40            85            10          30            15       280         1,255     -            655          25            15      
El Salvador 10            10            20          25            35       135         870        -            1,470       -           15      
Egypt 10            70            10          50            -     110         245        25             300          55            15      
Croatia 15            85            10          40            15       190         575        10             1,005       75            15      
Russian Federation -          35            10          20            35       350         230        -            985          35            25      
Ireland 90            190          10          75            20       160         370        -            790          160          80      
South Africa 350          820          25          180          130     435         475        55             1,655       275          60      
Mexico 65            120          10          55            30       225         170        10             680          105          10      
Austria 85            180          20          35            30       160         340        -            650          125          10      
Chile 110          105          -         40            10       270         125        -            695          80            10      
Belgium 20            35            -         20            20       85           85          20             240          65            -    
Fiji 70            95            50          200          20       925         5,130     -            4,530       10            25      
Morocco -          15            -         10            -     25           -        -            225          -           -    
Denmark 155          160          30          105          105     220         705        10             660          180          80      
Czechoslovakia 95            170          10          85            90       180         295        -            675          105          20      
Malaysia 35            100          20          120          75       855         750        30             2,175       35            -    
Cambodia -          10            -         25            -     40           170        -            855          10            -    
Switzerland 60            160          15          10            10       100         245        -            565          110          60      
Tanzania 140          295          -         15            10       480         135        20             505          60            10      
Kenya 205          530          -         70            65       395         360        10             435          220          25      
Iraq 10            10            -         -           10       125         165        -            250          30            -    
Somalia 10            -          -         -           -     35           165        -            215          -           -    
Israel 10            45            -         -           30       120         25          15             400          -           -    
All other places of birth 1,635       2,650       200        1,350       650     5,585      7,615     275           20,000     1,935       300    
Non-permanent residents 795          1,065       60          330          90       1,715      1,690     935           10,220     680          150    
Source: 
1996 Census, Statistics Canada
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RECENT IMMIGRATION BY SELECTED COUNTRIES OF BIRTH, 1991 - 1996

GVRD Anmore Belcarra Burnaby Coquitlam Delta

Greater 
Vancouver 

Subd. A
Langley 

City
Langley 

Township
Lions 

Bay
Maple 
Ridge

New 
Westminster

TOTAL 189,660   20        10        26,435  11,265    4,085   35            495     1,375      95    1,575 3,190          

  Hong Kong 44,715     -      -       6,805    3,450      315      -           30       40           -  10      195             

  China 27,005     -      -       3,410    1,535      175      -           35       75           10    10      190             

  India 16,185     -      -       805       235         1,225   -           -      45           -  115    420             

  Philippines 13,610     -      -       1,260    440         185      -           30       50           15    130    420             

  Sri Lanka 770          -      -       70         40           -       -           -      -         -  10      15               

  Poland 3,065       -      -       550       365         50        -           20       10           -  115    205             

  Taiwan 22,315     -      -       5,090    1,235      545      -           125     275         -  190    90               

  Viet Nam 3,855       -      -       115       15           35        -           20       35           -  -     -              

  United States 3,635       -      -       225       120         170      10            30       95           25    80      60               

  United Kingdom 4,040       -      -       170       155         260      -           45       75           10    175    90               

  Yugoslavia 2,810       -      -       860       100         25        -           20       25           -  -     145             

  Iran 4,640       -      -       535       270         15        -           -      20           -  -     95               

  Jamaica 335          -      -       80         10           45        -           -      -         -  10      -              

  Lebanon 375          -      -       135       40           10        -           -      -         -  -     30               

  Romania 1,715       -      -       235       240         25        -           -      -         -  65      145             

  Pakistan 1,435       -      -       80         15           85        -           -      -         -  15      10               

  Korea, South 6,335       15        -       1,520    1,180      90        20            50       270         -  145    155             

  Guyana 120          -      -       15         30           -       -           -      -         -  -     15               

  Trinidad and Tobago 260          -      -       80         25           -       -           -      -         -  10      15               

  El Salvador 1,135       -      -       150       30           35        -           -      -         -  -     30               

  Somalia 535          -      -       160       -          10        -           -      -         -  -     70               

  France 415          -      -       15         15           -       -           -      -         -  -     10               

  Haiti 20            -      -       -        -          10        -           -      -         -  -     -              

  Russian Federation 845          -      -       75         10           -       -           -      -         -  20      40               

  Iraq 685          -      -       145       50           60        -           -      -         -  -     15               

  Portugal 150          -      -       25         10           -       -           -      -         -  -     -              

  Bosnia and Herzegovina 1,245       -      -       555       15           15        -           -      40           -  -     -              

  Mexico 620          -      -       35         35           10        -           -      30           -  20      10               

  Germany 1,005       -      -       70         105         40        -           10       25           -  10      15               

  Egypt 290          -      -       100       35           20        -           -      -         -  -     -              

  Ukraine 635          -      -       55         -          -       -           -      -         -  -     50               

  Ghana 185          -      -       50         45           -       -           -      -         -  -     -              

  Ethiopia 470          -      -       155       -          -       -           -      -         -  -     10               

  South Africa 1,970       -      -       85         105         55        -           -      10           30    90      10               

  Bangladesh 170          -      -       50         15           -       -           -      -         -  -     -              

  Afghanistan 565          -      -       115       -          10        -           -      -         -  -     55               

  Peru 290          -      -       15         15           10        -           -      -         -  -     10               

  Guatemala 625          -      -       105       10           -       -           30       -         -  -     55               

  Fiji 3,250       -      -       185       60           205      -           -      10           -  -     120             

  Morocco 85            -      -       -        -          -       -           -      -         -  -     20               

  All other places of birth 17,245     10        -       2,235    1,195      345      -           45       225         -  345    380             

Source: 
1996 Census, Statistics Canada
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RECENT IMMIGRATION BY SELECTED COUNTRIES OF BIRTH, 1991 - 1996
North 

Vancouver 
City

North 
Vancouver 

District
Pitt 

Meadows
Port 

Coquitlam
Port 

Moody Richmond Surrey

Electoral 
Area A 
(UEL) Vancouver

West 
Vancouver

White 
Rock

TOTAL 3,655      4,930      305        2,930      1,245 30,565    24,245  770           68,145       3,550      315   
  Hong Kong 285         520         10         915         255    13,585    825       35            16,635       755         -    
  China 90           250         15         400         65      5,150      880       425           14,030       245         -    
  India 155         95           45         135         10      650         9,070    -           3,145         10           10     
  Philippines 390         410         20         195         40      2,135      1,675    25            6,040         90           45     
  Sri Lanka 30           10           -        15           -     80          105       10            370            -          10     
  Poland 160         35           10         90           75      135         550       -           665            -          -    
  Taiwan 135         355         -        155         90      3,930      2,320    50            6,650         1,025      15     
  Viet Nam -          10           -        -          -     145         330       -           3,140         -          -    
  United States 85           170         10         115         30      345         510       20            1,230         180         70     
  United Kingdom 195         365         25         70           40      305         720       35            1,105         150         20     
  Yugoslavia 65           75           -        15           -     110         115       -           1,220         10           10     
  Iran 940         935         30         45           100    305         160       20            830            240         -    
  Jamaica -          -          -        15           -     20          125       -           35             -          -    
  Lebanon 10           15           -        20           15      25          50         -           30             -          -    
  Romania 120         15           -        45           95      30          170       10            505            10           -    
  Pakistan 30           50           -        15           -     205         675       -           240            -          -    
  Korea, South 75           415         -        75           80      100         1,050    -           905            125         -    
  Guyana -          -          -        -          -     25          25         -           -            -          -    
  Trinidad and Tobago -          -          -        -          -     55          15         -           60             -          -    
  El Salvador -          -          -        15           -     85          260       -           510            -          15     
  Somalia 10           -          -        -          -     20          100       -           170            -          -    
  France -          10           -        10           -     20          25         10            245            35           20     
  Haiti -          -          -        -          -     -         -        -           -            -          -    
  Russian Federation 10           -          -        -          40      155         75         -           405            -          10     
  Iraq 10           -          -        -          -     75          150       -           155            20           -    
  Portugal -          10           -        -          -     10          10         -           90             -          -    
  Bosnia and Herzegovina 15           35           -        -          -     15          85         -           465            -          -    
  Mexico 25           55           -        15           -     75          25         -           260            -          -    
  Germany 25           70           20         15           -     55          90         -           300            135         20     
  Egypt -          -          10         -          -     10          25         -           85             -          -    
  Ukraine 10           -          -        -          -     145         45         -           310            -          -    
  Ghana 20           -          -        -          -     30          15         -           15             -          -    
  Ethiopia 10           -          -        -          -     -         -        -           295            -          -    
  South Africa 200         410         20         85           60      165         135       -           445            40           25     
  Bangladesh -          -          -        -          -     -         15         -           90             -          -    
  Afghanistan -          -          -        10           -     60          180       -           120            -          -    
  Peru 25           20           -        20           -     -         55         -           100            -          -    
  Guatemala -          10           -        10           -     35          65         -           310            -          -    
  Fiji 35           -          10         45           -     135         1,615    -           805            -          -    
  Morocco -          -          -        -          -     10          -        -           60             -          -    
  All other places of birth 505         570         80         345         230    2,115      1,895    120           6,040         455         40     

Source: 
1996 Census, Statistics Canada


