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April 28, 2011 

 

To:   Member States of the African Group 

 

Re:   Syria’s Candidacy for the UN Human Rights Council 

 

 

Your Excellency, 

 

As African nongovernmental organizations working in the field of human 

rights, we are writing to urge that your government withhold its vote from 

Syria in the election for seats on the Human Rights Council to be held on 20 

May 2011, and inform Syria and Asia group members of this decision.  We 

urge you to encourage your colleagues in the Asia Group to reconsider their 

slate for the May 20 election.   

 

We welcomed the decision of all African states to support the UN General 

Assembly resolution that suspended the membership rights of Libya on the 

Human Rights Council.  That resolution was adopted only nine months after 

Libya was put forward by the Africa group on its closed slate, but recognized 

that the substantial deterioration in Libya’s human rights situation required 

action.   

 

We are deeply concerned that a similar situation has arisen with regard to the 

Asia group’s slate for the Human Rights Council this year.  In January, the 

Asia Group endorsed a slate of four candidates including India, Indonesia, the 

Philippines and Syria for its four vacancies on the HRC.  Since the Asia 

Group’s decision was taken in January, security forces in Syria have 

responded to largely peaceful protests with lethal force, including live 

ammunition fired from Kalashnikovs, resulting in at least 300 deaths reported 

by Syrian human rights groups.  The U.N. Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial 

executions stressed that Syria’s “firing on peaceful crowds attending protests 
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or funerals is by no means justified” and “live ammunition is being used in 

clear violation of international law.” 

 

Security forces in at least two towns have prevented medical personnel from 

tending to wounded protestors, and preventing injured people from accessing 

hospitals.  The U.N. Special Rapporteur on the right to health demanded that 

those injured “be guaranteed immediate access to health facilities.” 

 

The authorities have also detained at least 1100 protestors, with many then 

beaten and tortured; while a majority was released after a few days, a number 

of them remains in incommunicado detention.  Syrian security forces sealed 

off several cities, and went house-to-house rounding up people for detention.   

El Hadji Malick Sow of the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention called 

for the immediate release of all peaceful demonstrators who have been 

arbitrarily detained. 

 

Foreign journalists have been denied access to Syria to cover the protests, and 

Syrian bloggers and journalists operate at great risk, with many detained, and 

in some cases ill-treated.  The U.N. Special Rapporteurs on freedom of 

expression and the rights of human rights defenders urged the Syrian 

government to “immediately release the human rights defenders, journalists 

and bloggers, who play a crucial role in monitoring recent events.” 

 

Navi Pillay, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, stated on April 25 

that “the International community has repeatedly urged the Syrian 

Government to stop killing its own people, but our calls have gone 

unheeded.”    On April 26, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said: “I 

condemn, utterly, the continuing violence against peaceful demonstrators, 

most particularly the use of tanks and live fire that have killed and injured 

hundreds of people.” 

 

Given its commission of gross and systematic violations which would fully 

justify suspension of a sitting Council member, Syria should not be chosen for 

election to the Council at this time.  The rapid deterioration in the human 

rights situation in Syria should lead the Asia group to rescind its endorsement 

of the slate including Syria, and open the slate to other candidates.   

 

The General Assembly must not have double standards, and proceed to elect 

Syria to the Human Rights Council while it is committing the very same 

violations for which the membership of Libya was so recently suspended.  We 
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urge you to encourage your colleagues in the Asia Group to reconsider their 

slate for the May 20 election.  We also ask that you decide to withhold your 

vote for Syria in the election, and inform Syria and Asia group members of 

that decision.  These steps are essential for the General Assembly to have a 

consistent and credible approach to membership on the Human Rights 

Council, given the consensus decision to suspend Libya from the Council.   

 

With highest regard, 

 

Kambabazi Lidya Winyi 

Legal Officer 

African Centre for Treatment and Rehabilitation for Torture Victims (ACTV), 

Uganda 

 

Hannah Forster  

Executive Director 

The African Centre for Democracy and Human Rights Studies (ACDHRS), 

The Gambia 

 

Majid  Maali 

Africa Center for Justice and Peace Studies (ACJPS), Sudan 

 

Joel Gustave Nana Ngongang 

Executive Director 

African Men for Secured Health & Rights (AMSHER), South Africa 

 

Peninah Mwangi 

Host ASWA-Kenya 

African Sex Workers Alliance – ASWA, Kenya Office 

Serra Bango 

President 

AJPD - Associação Justiça, Paz e Democracia, Angola 

 

Bela Raquel Lithuri 

Lawyer 

AMMCT - Associação das Mulheres Moçambicanas de Carreira Jurídica, 

Mozambique 

 

Bahey Eldin Hassan  

Director 
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Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies, Egypt 

 

Thomas T. Fuad, 

President 

Campaign for United States of Africa, The Gambia 

 

Nathalie Kone Traore 

President 

Centre féminin pour la démocratie et les droits humains en Cote d’ivoire, Cote 

d’Ivoire 

 

Sidikou Moussa  

President  

Coalition des organizations nigeriennes des droits de l’enfant “CONIDE”, 

Niger 

 

Nassera Dutour 

Spokesperson  

Collectif des familles de disparus en Algérie (CFDA),  Algérie 

 

Fatoumata Daibe 

Conscience Interntional, The Gambia 

 

Edmund Yakani 

Community Empowerment for progress organization (CEPO), South Sudan 

 

Chenwi Lilian 

Senior Researcher and Head of the Centre Socio-Economic Rights Project 

Community Law Centre, South Africa 

 

Hassan Shire Sheikh 

Executive Director 

East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Project (EHAHRDP), 

Uganda 

 

Hossam Bahgat 

Director 

Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights, Egypt 

 

Vincent Kodongo 
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Independent Medico-Legal Unit, Kenya 

Itoro Eze-Anaba  

Coordinator of the Secretariat 

Human Rights Agenda, Nigeria 

 

Elizabeth Chyrum  

Director 

Human Rights Concern, Eritrea 

 

Corlett Letlojane, 

Executive Director 

Human Rights Institute of South Africa, South Africa 

 

Jorge Eugenio Saiete  

Justa Paz, Mozambique 

 

Eunice Lepariyo 

Ilchamus Development & Human Rights Organization, Kenya 

 

Monica Mbaru 

Member  

Law Society of Kenya, Kenya 

 

Elham Saudi 

Lawyers For Justice in Libya (LFJL), Libya / France 

 

Salvador Nkamate 

Liga Moçambicana dos Direitos Humanos / Mozambique Human Rights 

League, Mozambique 

 

Edetaen Ojo  

Executive Director 

Media Rights Agenda, Lagos 

 

Nakouluma Angele 

 Jurist 

Mouvement Burkinabe des Droits de l’Homme et des Peuples (MBDHP), 

Burkina Faso 

 

Kiplangat Cheruyot 
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Ogiek People Development Program, Kenya 

 

 

Zeituna Roba 

Pastoralist Development Network of Kenya, Kenya 

 

Itoro Eze-Anaba 

Managing Partner 

Partnership for Justice, Nigeria 

 

 

Mariam Armisen, 

Director 

Queen African Youth Networking Center, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Ghana 

 

Jane Meriwas 

President 

Samburu Women for Education & Environment Development Organization, 

Kenya 

 

Pepe Julian Onziema,  

Programme Coordinator 

Several Minorities, Uganda 

 

Abshir Abshir 

Senior Coordinator 

Somali Family Service, Somalia 

 

Lloyd Kuveya 

Project Lawyer  

Southern Africa Litigation Centre, South Africa 

 

Members of the federation of the disabled 

Sulayman College Disability Right, Gambia 

 

Monim Elgak 

Sudan Democracy First Group (SDFG), Sudan 

 

Stephen Ouma Bwire  

General Secretary 
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Uganda Journalists Union (UJU), Uganda 

 

Diallo Abdoul Gadiry 

Coordinator 

West African Human Rights Defenders Network (WAHRDN), Togo 

 

Monim Elgak 

Women in the Horn of Africa – SIHA, Horn of Africa 

 

Blessing Gorejena  

Programme Coordinator 

Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO forum, Zimbabwe 

 

Roselyn Hanzi 

Project Manager 

Zimbabwe Lawyer for Human Rights, Zimbabwe 

 

 

 


