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Stealing the Podium 
in Vancouver 2010 

The XXI Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver, Canada will stay in focus in the eyes of at least half of 
the world, the winter nations, in February 2010.  Seven long years of preparation will finally come to 

an end and a lifelong dream of thousands of athletes will finally come to fulfillment in Vancouver, the me-
tropolis of British Columbia. Vancouver is already well known as one of the best places to live in among the 
world’s major cities, and now it will definitely be the place to be in during two amazing weeks in February.

And it is not only Vancouver but in fact the whole of Canada that is exited, enthusiastic and well prepared 
for these Olympic Winter Games. Canada, the home of ice hockey, as they say, will not be willing to hand 
out too many gold medals to any other competing country, not to mention ice hockey trophies. For this am-
bitious goal the Canadians have put up a winter sports program under the name and vision of ”Owning the 
Podium”.  Through excellent planning and a substantial amount of financial backing the level of Canadian 
winter sports has been rising amazingly. Still, many other countries are willing to challenge the Canadians 
for places on the podium.

The Finnish Olympic Team, if not the most feared, is still one of the strongest challengers in Vancouver in 
competition for medal positions.  For some it may come as a surprise to hear that in Torino 2006 Finland 
won medals in more sports than any other European country.  We hope to be able to surprise many again 
in Vancouver.
 
During our preparations for Vancouver we have had to tackle some technical, sports-specific and physiolog-
ical challenges, such as time zone adaptation and logistics between two Olympic Centers.  This is nothing 
unusual in terms of Olympic Games, though, and every step in planning has been completed successfully. 
There have been no major surprises along the way and with the most friendly and fluent co-operation with 
the organizers everything is set for getting results.  All the venues as well as both Olympic Villages are in 
place and well standardized to meet the highest expectations and needs of world class athletes.

Vancouver 2010 sets again a new a milestone in Olympic legacy. Every member of the Finnish Olympic 
Team is eager to take up the challenge of competing in good Olympic Spirit and fighting for best possible 
success – of stealing the podium. Finland has always been proud of its Olympic Athletes and Vancouver 
will make no exception to this. We will bear in memory all the competitions and the results after two un-
forgettable weeks as the best of times.  These weeks and these great Olympic athletes will have a place in 
Finnish hearts forever. 

Helsinki 15 January 2010

Kari Niemi-Nikkola
Chef de Mission
Finnish Olympic Team, Vancouver 2010
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Finnish Team
in Vancouver 2010
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Alpine Skiing

Finnish Alpine skiers took first part at the 
Olympic Games in Sankt Moritz 1948. It 

took 50 years before results began to show, 
however. In Nagano 1998 Kalle Palander 
finished ninth in men’s slalom. The best result 

in Salt Lake 2002 was Henna Raita’s eighth 
place in women’s slalom. In Turin 2006 
Finland finally entered the medal table when 
Tanja Poutiainen won silver in women’s giant 
slalom.

Men

Andreas Romar
* September 4, 1989 Korsholm
190 cm, 91 kg
Present residence: Korsholm
Club: Vasa Skidklubb
Coach: Jan-Erik Romar

Andreas Romar is a name to remember in the future. This became 
evident at the World Junior Championships of 2009 in Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, where he won bronze in downhill, first ever Finnish 
men’s medal at any level in the royal event of Alpine skiing. Andreas’s 
all-round versatility is something new in Finnish Alpine skiing, which 
has accustomed to success only in the technical events. His elder sister 

Tii-Maria is also a member of the Finnish Alpine national team. They are coached by their father Jan-Erik 
Romar, who is a former Finnish decathlon champion. 

Achievements:
2007 WCh SG 48th, AC dnf. 
2009 WCh DH 42th , SL dq in qualifying. WJCh DH bronze.
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Marcus Sandell
* September 23, 1987 Espoo
177 cm, 83 kg
Present residence: Helsinki
Club: Grankulla IFK
Coach: Christian Leitner
Event: Giant slalom

Marcus Sandell has fond memories of the Olympic slope in Whistler. 
It was there that he took his first top ten position in a World Cup giant 
slalom race in February 2008, thus establishing his position as the 
heir apparent of Kalle Palander in Finnish men’s Alpine skiing. One 
month later he took his best result so far by finishing eighth in Bormio. 

Marcus is a giant slalom specialist whose favourite hobbies are football and fly fishing. In September 2009 
he suffered a serious crash in training and had a kidney removed. He made a surprisingly rapid recovery, 
however, just in time to make his Olympic debut at the Vancouver Games.     

Achievements:
2007 WCh GS dnf, SL dnf in qualifying. WJCh GS bronze.
2009 WCh GS 16th, SL dnf.

Women

Sanni Leinonen
* November 8, 1989 Siilinjärvi
165 cm, 58 kg
Present residence: Ylöjärvi
Club: Tampereen Slalomseura
Coach: Pasi Martikainen
Events: Slalom, giant slalom

Sanni Leinonen is an experienced ski racer in spite of her young age. 
She made her debut at the World Cup circuit in February 2006 and 
took her first top ten placement the following December. In 2009 Sanni 
placed sixth in slalom at the World Junior Championship and eleventh 
in slalom at the World Championship in Val d’Isère. The Olympic sea-

son has seen her take her best result so far in a World Cup competition, sevent place in slalom in Maribor. 
Sanni graduated from high school in 2009. Her twin brother Kalle Leinonen is a top name in halfpipe 
freestyle skiing.

Achievements:
2007 WCh SL 30th, GS 31st. 
2009 WCh SL 11th, GS 21st.
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Tanja Poutiainen
* April 6, 1980 Rovaniemi
170 cm, 67 kg
Present residence: Rovaniemi
Club: Santa Claus Ski Team
Coach: Janez Slivnik
Events: Slalom, giant slalom

Tanja Poutiainen made history in Turin 2006 by winning Finland’s 
first Olympic medal in Alpine skiing, silver in giant slalom. Tanja has 
belonged to the world elite in her sport for more than a decade now. 
Injuries hampered her early career, though, and it was not until 2004 
that she won her first World Cup race on home snow at Levi, Finland. 

In the early years she was also plagued by bad luck at World Championship, but that has nowadays given 
way to a series of medals, most recently two bronzes in Val d’Isère in 2009. Tanja was selected Finnish 
Sportswoman of the Year three times in a row in 2004–06. Tanja studies for a business degree at the 
University of Lapland. In the summer she plays football for her home town club RoPS Rovaniemi in 
Finnish women’s third division. 

Previous Olympic Games:
1998 SL 18th,GS 26th.
2002 SL dnf, GS 11th. 
2006 SL 6th, GS silver.

Other achievements:
1997 WCh SL 17th, GS dnf. WJCh SL gold, SG bronze.
1999 WCh SL 24th, GS 14th.  WJCh GS bronze.
2001 WCh SL dnf, GS 13th.
2003 WCh SL 10th,  GS 23rd. 
2005 WCh SL silver, GS silver.
2007 WCh SL 14th,  GS 14th.
2009 WCh SL bronze, GS bronze.

World Cup: 10 wins (5 SL, 5 GS). 
Overall champion in slalom and giant slalom 2004/05, in giant slalom 2008/09.
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Team Management

Michael Steiner
Coach (Men)

Janne Leskinen
Team Leader

Christian Leitner
Head Coach (Men)

Janez Hladnik
Coach (Men)

Jan Tuupainen
Service (Women)

Janez Slivnik
Head Coach 
(Women)

Sergej Poljsak
Coach (Women)
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Biathlon

Finland has won a total of six Olympic 
medals in biathlon but never yet a golden 

one. Even the best Finnish biathlonist of all 
time, Heikki Ikola, had to content with three 
silver medals on Olympic level in 1972 and 
1976. There have been no Finnish Olympic 

medals in biathlon since Ville Räikkönen’s 
bronze in men’s sprint in Nagano 1998. 
At the Turin Games in 2006 Finland’s only 
entrant Paavo Puurunen finished fourth in 
men’s mass start race. 

Men

Timo Antila
* September 22, 1980 Jurva
175 cm, 70 kg
Present residence: Kesti
Club: Jurvan Urheilijat

Timo Antila has competed for Finland at every major biathlon cham-
pionship event since 2001 except for the 2006 Olympic Games. Timo 
represents a real Olympic family: his wife Kirsi (née Välimaa) com-
peted in cross-country skiing at the Turin Games, and his father Erkki 
Antila finished fifth in 20 kilometres biathlon in Lake Placid 1980. 
Timo works as a coast guard. His favourite hobbies are hunting and 
fishing.  

Previous Olympic Games:
2002 10 km 19th, pursuit 32nd, 20 km 41st, relay 12th. 

Other achievements:
2001 WCh relay 6th.
2003 WCh 10 km 69th, 20 km 77th, relay 11th. 
2004 WCh 10 km 64th, 20 km 36th, relay 16th. 
2005 WCh 10 km 71st,  20 km 36th, relay 12th.
2006 WCh mixed relay 19th. 
2007 WCh 10 km 51st,  pursuit 48th, 20 km 64th, relay 12th, mixed relay 16th.  
2008 WCh 10 km 31st, pursuit 41st, 20 km 48th, relay 14th, mixed relay 10th. 
2009 WCh 10 km 54th, pursuit 51st, 20 km 54th, relay 22nd, mixed relay 6th. 
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Paavo Puurunen
* August 28, 1973 Kajaani
179 cm, 69 kg
Present residence: Kuhmo
Club: Kuhmo-Ski

Paavo Puurunen is the most successful Finnish biathlonist since the 
turn of the millennium. He won gold in 20 kilometres at the World 
Championships of 2001 in Pokljuka and bronze in pursuit two years 
later in Khanty-Mansiysk. Paavo retired from biathlon in 2006 but 
decided to make a comeback after two full seasons on the sidelines. 
Vancouver will be his fourth Olympic Games. Paavo is married and 
has one son. He works as a border guard and enjoys the excellent hunt-
ing and fishing opportunities in his home province Kainuu.  

Previous Olympic Games:
1998 10 km 9th, 20 km 23rd, relay 8th.  
2002 10 km 16th, 20 km 15th, pursuit 28th, relay 12th.
2006 mass start 4th, 20 km 12th, pursuit 23rd, 10 km 47th.  

Other achievements:
1996 WCh 10 km 11th, 20 km 26th,  relay 6th. .
1997 WCh 10 km 47th, 20 km 66th.
1998 WCh pursuit 22nd. 
1999 WCh 10 km 11th, pursuit 16th, relay 6th. 
2000 WCh 10 km 10th, pursuit 27th, 20 km 18th, mass start 8th, relay 15th. 
2001 WCh 10 km 6th, pursuit 13th, 20 km gold, mass start 28th, relay 5th. 
2002 WCh mass start 9th. 
2003 WCh 10 km 21st, pursuit bronze, 20 km 16th, mass start 6th, relay 11th. 
2004 WCh 10 km 8th, pursuit 7th, 20 km 39th, mass start 22nd, relay 16th.  
2005 WCh 10 km 26th, pursuit dnf, 20 km 31st, relay 12th. 
2009 WCh 10 km 45th, pursuit 16th, 20 km dnf, relay 22nd, mixed relay 6th.     
World Cup: 1 win. 

Women

Mari Laukkanen
* November 9, 1987 Eno
171 cm, 58 kg
Present residence: Vuokatti
Club: Enon Kisa-Pojat
Coach: Jarmo Punkkinen

Mari Laukkanen won gold in pursuit at the European Junior 
Championships in 2006. She made her debut in the Finnish senior 
biathlon team at the World Championships of 2007 in Anterselva. 
Vancouver will be her first Olympic Games. Mari’s ancillary sport is 
cross-country skiing, where she has competed with success at world 
junior level: in 2010 she won gold in sprint at the World Under 23 

Championships in Hinterzarten. In her junior years she also used to play volleyball and football. Mari is 
studying for a degree in sports medicine.     
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Team Management

Jonne Kähkönen
Head Coach

Sanna-Leena 
Perunka
Coach

Per-Ole Lindell
Service

Kaisa Mäkäräinen
* January 11, 1983 Ristijärvi
171 cm, 57 kg
Present residence: Joensuu
Club: Kontiolahden Urheilijat
Coach: Jarmo Punkkinen

Kaisa Mäkäräinen has been a ray of light in Finnish biathlon in the past 
few seasons. The Vancouver Games will be her Olympic debut. Kaisa 
made her breakthrough in the 2006/07 season with two top eight posi-
tions at the World Championship in Anterselva. The first World Cup 
podium place followed next winter in Pokljuka. The past few years 
have seen Kaisa become a solid performer in the World Cup circuit. 

At last year’s World Championship in Pyeongchang she came close to her first medal, finishing fourth in 
the mass start race, her favourite event. Kaisa is studying for a physics teacher’s degree at the University 
of Joensuu.

Achievements:
2005 WCh 7.5 km 73rd, 15 km 49th, relay 18th.  
2006 WCh mixed relay 19th. 
2007 WCh 7.5 km 29th, pursuit 25th, 15 km 8th, mass start 7th, relay 12th, mixed relay 16th.
2008 WCh 7.5 km 55th, 15 km 31st, mass start 15th, relay 15th, mixed relay 10th. 
2009 WCh 7.5 km 23rd, pursuit 4th, 15 km 30th, mass start 17th, mixed relay 6th.

MARI LAUKKANEN
Achievements:
2006 EurJCh pursuit gold. 
2007 WCh 7.5 km 43rd, pursuit dnq, relay 12th, mixed relay 16th. Cross-country skiing: WJCh relay bronze. 
2008 WCh 7.5 km 34th, pursuit 33rd, 15 km 47th, relay 15th, mixed relay 10th. Cross-country skiing: 
 WU23Ch sprint (F) bronze.  
2009 WCh 7.5 km 55th, pursuit 47th, relay 15th, mixed relay 6th. Cross-country skiing: WU23Ch sprint (C) silver. 
2010 Cross-country skiing: WU23Ch sprint (F) gold.
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Cross-Country Skiing

Finland is one of the most successful 
nations in the history of cross-country 

skiing. Finnish skiers have won a total of 
71 Olympic medals since the start of the 
Winter Games in 1924. The first Finnish 
Olympic champion in cross-country ski-
ing was Veli Saarinen, who won gold in 50 
kilometres in Lake Placid 1932. When women’s 
cross-country skiing became an Olympic 
sport in Oslo 1952, Finnish women led by 
Lydia Wideman swept all three medals in 
the inaugural 10-kilometre competition. The 

most successful Finnish Olympic skiers of 
all time have been Veikko Hakulinen, Eero 
Mäntyranta and Marja-Liisa Kirvesniemi (née 
Hämäläinen), all with three gold and seven 
overall medals.

The latest Finnish gold medallist in cross-
country skiing has been Mika Myllylä in 
Nagano 1998. In Turin 2006 Finnish skiers 
had to content with one bronze medal, won 
by Virpi Kuitunen and Aino-Kaisa Saarinen in 
women’s team sprint.

Men

Matti Heikkinen
* December 19, 1983 Kajaani
174 cm, 61 kg
Present residence: Jyväskylä
Club: Vantaan Hiihtoseura
Coach: Toni Roponen

Matti Heikkinen has been the revelation of the year in Finnish cross-
country skiing. He already surprised everyone last season by winning 
bronze in the 15-kilometre Classical event at the World Championship 
of 2009 in Liberec, his debut at major international competitions. 
He started the Olympic season even better, taking his first World Cup 
victory at the 15-kilometre Freestyle race in Davos in December. Matti 

studies economics at the University of Jyväskylä. He lists economics also as one of his favourite hobbies, 
in addition to hunting and sleeping.

Achievements:
2009 WCh 15 km (C) bronze, 2x15 km (C+F/ms) 11th, 50 km (F/ms) 38th, 4x10 km bronze.

World Cup: 1 win.
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Sami Jauhojärvi
* May 5, 1981 Ylitornio 
174 cm, 69 kg
Present residence: Rovaniemi
Club: Vuokatti Ski Team
Coach: Reijo Jylhä

Sami Jauhojärvi highlighted the return of Finnish men’s cross-country 
skiing to the world elite in the 2008/09 season after many years in the 
doldrums. At the World Championship in Liberec he led the Finnish 
team to two relay medals and in the following month he won the 
Classical 50-kilometre race at Trondheim, which was Finnish men’s 
first World Cup victory in eight years. Sami hails from Ylitornio on the 

border between Finland and Sweden. He is studying for a degree in accounting at the University of Lapland 
in Rovaniemi. His favourite hobbies are hunting, fishing and reading Donald Duck comics. 

Previous Olympic Games:
2006 15 km (C) 9th, 2x15 km (C+F/ms) 20th, sprint (F) 61st, 4x10 km 10th.

Other achievements:
2001 WCh sprint (F) 18th. WJCh 30 km (F/ms) gold, 10 km (C) bronze, 4x10 km silver.
2005 WCh 2x15 km (C+F/ms) 11th, 50 km (C/ms) 14th, 15 km (F) 44th, 4x10 km 12th.
2007 WCh 2x15 km (C+F/ms) 16th, 50 km (C/ms) 13th, team sprint (F) 9th, 4x10 km 6th.
2009 WCh 2x15 km (C+F/ms) 8th, 15 km (C) 12th, team sprint (C) bronze, 4x10 km bronze.

World Cup: 1 win. 

Teemu Kattilakoski
* December 16, 1977 Kannus
181 cm, 74 kg
Present residence: Jääli
Club: Alavieskan Viri
Coach: Jarmo Riski

Teemu Kattilakoski has been the leading Freestyle specialist in the 
Finnish men’s skiing team for better part of the new millennium and 
has carried the baton in every Olympic and World Championship 
relay race since 2002. On individual level he tied his best World 
Championship result last year in Liberec by finishing eighth in the 
50-kilometre race. In January 2009 Teemu won the classic 60-kilo-

metre Dolomitenlauf race in Austria. He is married, has two children and is co-owner in a business that 
imports sports footwear.  

Previous Olympic Games:
2002 30 km (F/ms) 35th, 4x10 km 11th. 
2006 50 km (F/ms) 43rd , 4x10 km 10th.

Other achievements:
2003 WCh 50 km (F) 8th, 4x10 km 6th. 
2005 WCh 15 km (F) 9th, 4x10 km 12th.  
2007 WCh 15 km (F) 46th,  4x10 km 6th.
2009 WCh 50 km (F/ms) 8th, 4x10 km bronze. 
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Juha Lallukka
* October 27, 1979 Kouvola
180 cm, 69 kg
Present residence: Kouvola
Club: Kouvolan Hiihtoseura
Coach: Jarmo Punkkinen

Juha Lallukka goes to his first Olympic Games. An avowed Freestyle 
specialist, he made his breakthrough into the Finnish national skiing 
team in the 2004/05 season, finishing fourth in a 15-kilometre World 
Cup race in Lahti. The best result in Juha’s international career so far is 
eleventh place in 15 kilometres at the World Championships of 2007 in 
Sapporo, and he also put up a creditable performance in 50 kilometres 

two years later in Liberec. Juha’s favourite pastime is reading. In his junior years he was a talented player 
in Finnish baseball.  

Achievements:
2005 WCh 15 km (F) 32nd.
2007 WCh 15 km (F) 11th, 4x10 km 6th. 
2009 WCh 50 km (F/ms) 15th.  

Kalle Lassila
* January 23, 1985 Veteli
179 cm, 77 kg
Present residence: Tampere
Club: Vetelin Urheilijat
Coach: Aki Pulkkinen 

Sprint specialist Kalle Lassila finished eleventh in at the World 
Championships of 2007 in Sapporo. His best World Cup result so far is 
fourth place from Kuusamo in November 2008. In Vancouver Kalle’s 
expertise will be needed in the individual sprint event, which will be 
conducted in Classical style, his favourite technique. Kalle is studying 
for a sports instructor’s degree and likes to play the guitar in his free 

time. He is not related to Riitta-Liisa Roponen (née Lassila). 

Achievements:
2007 WCh sprint (C) 11th.  
2009 WCh sprint (F) 18th. 
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Lari Lehtonen
* June 21, 1987 Imatra
176 cm, 72 kg
Present residence: Joensuu
Club: Imatran Urheilijat
Coach: Ilkka Jarva

Lari Lehtonen is one of the most promising Finnish male skiers of the 
younger generation. In 2005 he won gold and silver at the European 
Youth Olympic Festival in Monthey, Switzerland.  Vancouver will be 
Lari’s major debut in the senior national team. Lari is equally at home 
in Classical technique and Freestyle races. He studies at the University 
of Joensuu and lists fishing and ice swimming among his favorite hob-

bies. He used to play Finnish baseball in his junior years.    

No previous major championship events.  

Ville Nousiainen
* 5.12.1983 Kouvola
185 cm, 78 kg
Present residence: Kouvola
Club: Kouvolan Hiihtoseura
Coach: Jukka Pätäri

Ville Nousiainen made his international breakthrough in the 2007/08 
season, when he finished twice on a podium place in the World Cup. 
In 2009 he won bronze medals in team sprint and relay at the World 
Championships in Liberec. At the Vancouver Games his versatility 
will be put to good use in the pursuit and relay races. Ville used to 
practice Nordic combined in his early junior years but has concentrated 

on skiing since the age of twelve. His favourite hobbies are basketball and football, where his favourite 
team is Real Madrid. 
  
Previous Olympic Games:
2006 50 km (F/ms) dnf. 

Other achievements:
2007 WCh 2x15 km (C+F/ms) 24th, 15 km (F) 18th, 50 km (C/ms) 10th, team sprint (F) 9th, relay 6th. 
2009 WCh 2x15 km (C+F/ms) 18th, 15 km (C) dnf, 50 km (F/ms) 25th, team sprint (C) bronze, 
 relay bronze.
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Lasse Paakkonen
* July 8, 1986 Raahe
180 cm, 76 kg
Present residence: Jyväskylä
Club: Oulun Hiihtoseura
Coach: Risto Kittilä

Lasse Paakkonen has risen rapidly through the ranks to the Finnish 
national sprint skiing team, having made his World Cup debut only 
last season. Selection to the Olympic team in Vancouver actually came 
as a surprise even for himself: he has set his long-term plans to the 
2011 World Championships in Oslo. Lasse studies economics at the 
University of Jyväskylä and enjoys football and playing the guitar in 
his freetime. 

 
No previous major championship events.  

Matias Strandvall
* March 15, 1985 Helsinki
191 cm, 85 kg
Present residence: Tampere
Club: IF Minken
Coach: Roland Villför

Matias Strandvall’s ninth place in sprint was the best individual 
result of Finnish male skiers at the World Championships of 2007 in 
Sapporo. Vancouver will be the first Olympic Games for the sprint 
expert, who promisingly enough has taken his best World Cup 
result on Canadian snow, finishing third in Canmore in January 2008. 
Matias was talented football player in his junior years but decided to 

concentrate on skiing at high school age. His brother Sebastian plays football in the Finnish championship 
league. After his skiing career Matias aims to get a college degree in economics. 

Achievements:
2007 WCh sprint (C) 9th. WU23Ch sprint (C) bronze. 
2009 WCh sprint (F) 24th. 
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Women

Virpi Kuitunen
* May 20, 1976 Kangasniemi
174 cm, 65 kg
Present residence: Espoo 
Club: Kangasniemen Kalske
Coach: Jarmo Riski

Virpi Kuitunen has been one of the most successful cross-country 
skiers of the new millennium. She won three gold medals at the World 
Championship of 2007 in Sapporo and two more two years later in 
Liberec. She is also a two-time overall winner of the World Cup as 
well as of the Tour de Ski. In fact, the only thing still missing from 
Virpi’s prize collection is Olympic gold. At her only previous Games 

in Turin 2006 she had to content with bronze in the team sprint. Virpi has studied graphic designing. 
Her favourite pastimes are reading, gardening and cooking.  

Previous Olympic Games:
2006 10 km (C) 9th, 30 km (F/ms) dnf, sprint (F) 5th, team sprint (C) bronze, 4x5 km 7th.

Other achievements:
1995 WJCh 4x5 km bronze.
1999 WCh 5 km (C) 35th.
2001 WCh 5+5 km pursuit gold.
2003 WCh 2x5 km (C+F/ms) 16 th.
2005 WCh 30 km (C/ms) silver, sprint (C) 5th, 4x5 km 5th.
2007 WCh 30 km (C/ms) gold, 2x7.5 km (C+F/ms) dnf, sprint (C) bronze, team sprint (F) gold, 4x5 km gold. 
2009 WCh 10 km (C) 4th, 2x7.5 km (C+F/ms) 13th, 30 km (F/ms) dnf, team sprint (C) gold, 4x5 km gold. 

World Cup: 20 wins. Overall champion in 2006/07 and 2007/08.

Jesse Väänänen
* January 6, 1984 Lahti
197 cm, 91 kg
Present residence: Jyväskylä
Club: Lahden Hiihtoseura
Coach: Mikko Virtanen

The Vancouver Games will be Jesse Väänänen’s first major assignment 
in the Finnish senior national skiing team. He earned his Olympic 
ticket by finishing fourth in the World Cup sprint race in Otepää in 
January. Jesse took part at the World Junior Championships in 2003 
and 2004, but injuries and persistent respiratory problems long 
hampered his development. Jesse studies sports science and 

economics at the University of Jyväskylä. He plays the guitar and piano and is also an avid photographer 
and painter. Jesse’s father Kari Väänänen was a national team skier in the 1980’s.

No previous major championship events. 
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Krista Lähteenmäki
* December 12, 1990 Ikaalinen
160 cm, 56 kg
Present residence: Vuokatti
Club: Ikaalisten Urheilijat
Coach: Matti Haavisto

Krista Lähteenmäki enhanced her reputation as the brightest young 
promise in Finnish women’s skiing with her gold medal the World 
Junior Championships in Hinterzarten in January 2010. She made her 
debut in the senior World Championships the year before in Liberec. 
Krista is a student at Sotkamo sports high school at Vuokatti. She has 
also competed in orienteering and cycling. Her other hobbies include 

folk dances, scouting and playing the piano.     

Achievements:
2008 WJCh relay bronze. 
2009 WCh 10 km (C) 37th. WJCh 2x5 km (C+F/ms) silver.
2010 WJCh 5 km (C) gold. 

Pirjo Muranen
*March 8, 1981 Rovaniemen mlk
174 cm, 63 kg
Present residence: Vuokatti
Club: Ounasvaaran Hiihtoseura
Coach: Reijo Jylhä

Pirjo Muranen (née Manninen) has belonged to the world elite in 
women’s cross-country skiing ever since her conquest of the first ever 
World Championship sprint title in Lahti 2001. All the more surprising 
is the fact that Vancouver will be her first Olympic Games. Last season 
was one of the best of Pirjo’s long career: she won a World Cup sprint 
race at Rybinsk and collected individual sprint bronze and relay gold at 

the World Championship in Liberec. Pirjo will be joined in the Finnish Olympic team by her elder brother 
Hannu Manninen, the Nordic combined star – they may become the first brother and sister to win Olympic 
medals for Finland. Pirjo’s favourite hobbies are baking, needlework and snowboarding. After her sports 
career she hopes to become a teacher. 

Achievements:
1998 WJCh 4x5 km silver.
1999 WJCh 5km (C) silver, 4x5 km gold.
2000 WJCh sprint (F) gold, 5 km (F) silver, 15 km (C) bronze.
2001 WCh sprint (F) gold, 5+5 km pursuit 26th. WJCh 15 km (F/ms) gold, sprint (F) gold, 
 5 km (C) silver, 4x5 km gold. 
2003 WCh 10 km (C) 14th, 30 km (F) 18th, sprint (F) 6th.
2005 WCh 10 km (F) 50th, team sprint (F) silver.
2007 WCh 2x7.5 km (C+F/ms) 15th, sprint (C) 7th, 4x5 km gold.
2009 WCh 10 km (C) 7th, 30 km (F/ms) 10th, sprint (F) bronze, 4x5 km gold.      

World Cup: 5 wins.
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Riitta-liisa Roponen
* May 6, 1978 Haukipudas
161 cm, 54 kg
Present residence: Haukipudas
Club: Oulun Hiihtoseura
Coach: Toni Roponen

Riitta-Liisa Roponen (née Lassila) is a Freestyle specialist and has 
been was a valuable asset in Finland’s victorious relay teams at the 
World Championship in Sapporo 2007 and Liberec 2009. Her third 
gold medal came in the team sprint in Sapporo, where she also 
took her best individual result thus far, fifth place in the combined 
mass start race. Riitta-Liisa is actually the skier with most Olympic 

experience in the Finnish women’s team, as she made her debut already at the Salt Lake Games in 2002. 
Riitta-Liisa is coached by her husband Toni Roponen. Their daughter Ida was born in 2004.  

Previous Olympic Games:
2002 15 km (F/ms) 19th, sprint (F) 36th, 4x5 km 7th.
2006 2x7.5 km (C+F/ms) 13th, 30 km (F/ms) 23rd, 10 km (C) 35th, 4x5 km 7th.

Other achievements:
2003 WCh 2x5 km (C+F/ms) 41st, 30 km (F) 35th.
2005 WCh 2x7.5 km (C+F/ms) 8th, 10 km (F) 12th, team sprint (F) silver, 4x5 km 5th. 
2007 WCh 2x7.5 km (C+F/ms) 5th, 10 km (F) 7th, team sprint (F) gold, 4x5 km gold.
2009 WCh 2x7.5 km (C+F/ms) 23rd, 30 km (F/ms) 6th, sprint (F) 15th, 4x5 km gold.

World Cup: 1 win.    

Kirsi Perälä
* May 6, 1982 Forssa
168 cm, 62 kg
Present residence: Jyväskylä
Club: Huhtasuon Hiihto 2000
Coaches: Vesa Mäkipää, Eero Hietanen  

Kirsi Perälä is the only sprint specialist in the Finnish women’s 
skiing team in the Vancouver Games. She won bronze at World Junior 
Championships back in 2001 but has bloomed into a force to be 
reckoned with in the world sprint circuit really in the past few years. 
She made her senior World Championship debut in Liberec 2009. Her 
best result in the World Cup so far is fifth place in Classical sprint race 

at Otepää in January 2010. Kirsi is studying at the University of Jyväskylä in order to become a science 
teacher. In her junior years she also used to compete in track and field athletics. Her favourite hobbies 
include cooking, baking and reading.          

Achievements:
2001 WJCh sprint (F) bronze.
2009 WCh sprint (F) 24th.
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Riikka Sarasoja
* February 23, 1982 Lempäälä
164 cm, 55 kg
Present residence: Jyväskylä
Club: Lappeen Riento
Coach: Toni Roponen

Riikka Sarasoja has been a member of the Finnish national skiing team 
for better part of the decade but has really emerged to the foreground 
only quite recently. Her breakthrough performance came in the Tour 
de Ski of 2009/10: Riikka was fourth in the penultimate 10-kilometre 
Classical mass start race in Val di Fiemme and finished the Tour in a 
creditable fifteenth place. Riikka is a versatile skier and prefers the 

Freestyle technique even if her best World Cup results tend to have come in Classical races. She studies 
sports pedagogy at the University of Jyväskylä and likes to draw and paint in her rare spare moments.    

Achievements: 
2001 WJCh relay gold.  
2009 WCh 2x7.5 km (C+F/ms) 24th, sprint (F) 21st, 30 km (F/ms) 25th. 

Aino-Kaisa Saarinen
* February 1, 1979 Hollola
166 cm, 58 kg
Present residence: Hollola
Club: Joutsan Pommi
Coach: Jarmo Riski

Aino-Kaisa Saarinen’s three gold medals at the World Championships 
in Liberec duly earned her the Finnish Athlete of the Year award. Aino-
Kaisa was a track and field athlete in her junior years but decided to 
concentrate on skiing at 15. She made her debut in the Finnish national 
team in 2001. Her first Olympic Games in Turin 2006 yielded a bronze 
medal in the team sprint. Aino-Kaisa won her first World Cup race 

in the Classical 30-kilometre race in Oslo 2007, but her real breakthough came in the 2008/09 season: in 
addition to her victories in Liberec she finished third in the overall standings of the World Cup. Aino-Kaisa 
is studying for a marketing degree at the University of Lapland. 

Previous Olympic  Games:
2006 10 km (C) 7th, 30 km (F/ms) 17th,  sprint (F) 26th, team sprint (C) bronze, 4x5 km 7th. 

Other achievements:
1999 WJCh 4x5 km gold.
2001 WCh sprint (F) 11th.
2003 WCh 15 km (C/ms) 25th, 30 km (F) 22nd, sprint (F) 29th. 
2005 WCh 2x7.5 km (C+F/ms) 30th, 30 km (C/ms) 4th, sprint (C) 8th, 4x5 km 5th. 
2007 WCh 2x7.5 km (C+F/ms) 6th, 30 km (C/ms) 4th, sprint (C) 18th, 4x5 km gold.
2009 WCh 10 km (C) gold, 2x7.5 km (C+F/ms) bronze, 30 km (F/ms) 7th, 
 team sprint (C) gold, 4x5 km gold.

World Cup: 3 wins.



22

Team Management

Reino Holck
Service

Jukka Ahtola
Service

Magnar Dalen
Head Coach

Eero Hietanen
Coach

Raimo Isometsä
Service

Jukka Salo
Service

Vesa Mäkipää
Coach

Urho Soukka
Service

Pekka Kemppi
Head of Service

Timo-Jaakko 
Salokangas
Service

Jari Nieminen
Service
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Figure Skating

Figure skating was the first winter sport 
in which Finland won an Olympic 

medal. This took place in Antwerp 1920, 
where Ludowika and Walter Jakobsson won 
gold in pairs competition. Four years later they 
took silver at the first Olympic Winter Games 
in Chamonix. The Jakobssons still remain 
Finland’s only Olympic medallists in figure 
skating, however. The best Olympic result in 

men’s singles competition has been Marcus 
Nikkanen’s fourth place in 1932. In ice 
dancing Susanna Rahkamo and Petri Kokko 
finished likewise fourth in Lillehammer 1994. 
In women’s singles competition Finland goes 
to Vancouver with high hopes of improving 
the previous best Olympic result, tenth place 
by Kristiina Wegelius in Lake Placid 1980.

Susanna Rahkamo and Petri Kokko’s 
fourth place in ice dancing in Lillehammer 
1994 is the best Olympic result of Finnish 
figure skating in modern times.
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Women

Kiira Korpi
* September 26, 1988 Tampere
168 cm, 52 kg
Present residence: Tampere
Club: Tapparan Taitoluistelijat
Coaches: Maaret Siromaa, Susanna Haarala 

Kiira Korpi will certainly be one of the most photographed athletes 
at the Vancouver Games. In Finland she has become one of the best 
endorsed athletes, due not only to her looks but also to her radiant 
personality – which has even earned her the award for the most posi-
tive person in Finland. Kiira’s best result so far is bronze medal at the 
European Championship of 2007 in Warsaw. Her progress has been 
steady except for the 2008/09 season, which was cut short by injury 

problems. Kiira’s favourite hobbies are yoga, pilates and snowboarding. She is studying for a degree in eco-
nomics at the University of Tampere. Her father Rauno Korpi was the coach of the Finnish bronze-medal 
winning women’s ice hockey team at the Olympic Games of 1998 in Nagano.       

Previous Olympic Games:
2006 16th. 

Other achievements:
2005 EurCh 13th.
2006 WCh 10th, EurCh 6th. 
2007 WCh 14th, EurCh bronze.

Men

Ari-Pekka Nurmenkari
* July 8, 1983 Helsinki
180 cm, 75 kg
Present residence: Helsinki
Club: Helsingfors Skridskoklubb
Coach: Svetlana Kryukova

Ari-Pekka Nurmenkari will crown his long skating career with 
Olympic appearance. He earned his ticket to Vancouver in the last 
qualifying event, the Nebelhorn Trophy in Oberstdorf in September 
2009.  “A-P” has been the leading Finnish male skater since the turn 
of the millennium. In 2009 he took the best result of his career by 
finishing fourteenth at the European Championships in his home town 

Helsinki. Ari-Pekka is married and father of a little boy called Axel. His favourite hobbies are tennis, snow-
boarding and kart racing.    

Achievements:
2003 WCh 28th, EurCh 27th.
2004 WCh 26th, EurCh 22nd.  
2005 WCh 28th, EurCh 24th. 

2006 WCh 29th, EurCh 23rd. 
2007 WCh 25th, EurCh 23rd.
2009 WCh 27th, EurCh 14th. 
2010 EurCh 22nd.

2008 WCh 9th,  EurCh 5th. 
2009 EurCh 5th.
2010 EurCh 4th.
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Laura Lepistö
* April 25, 1988 Espoo
164 cm, 50 kg
Present residence: Espoo
Club: Espoon Jäätaiturit
Coach: Virpi Horttana

Laura Lepistö’s rise to the world figure skating elite has been nothing 
short of spectacular. She won silver at her very first major competition at 
senior level, the European Championships of 2008 in Zagreb. One year 
later she took the one remaining step further in front of home audience 
in Helsinki. At the World Championships of 2009 in Los Angeles Laura 
finished sixth as the best European skater. She came second in the vote 
for the Finnish Athlete of the Year 2009 behind the skier Aino-Kaisa 

Saarinen. In her spare time Laura enjoys music, movies, golf and snowboarding.

Achievements:
2008 WCh 8th, EurCh bronze. 
2009 WCh 6th, EurCh gold. 
2010 EurCh silver.

Team Management

Svetlana Kryukova
Coach (Nurmenkari)

Tarja Ristanen
Team Leader

Susanna Haarala
Coach (Korpi)

Virpi Horttana
Coach (Lepistö)
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Freestyle Skiing

The men’s moguls competition of freestyle 
skiing has been one of Finland’s most 

successful medal events at the past few 
Olympic Winter Games. The string of success 
began in Nagano 1998 when cousins Janne 
Lahtela and Sami Mustonen won silver and 
bronze. At the Salt Lake Games of 2002 Janne 

Lahtela became the Olympic champion, and in 
2006 Mikko Ronkainen was narrowly beaten 
for silver. The best Finnish result in women’s 
moguls has been Minna Karhu’s sixth place in 
Nagano 1998. No Finnish athletes have taken 
part in Olympic aerials competitions.

Men

Juha Haukkala
* June 28, 1978 Seinäjoki
188 cm, 108 kg
Present residence: Helsinki
Club: Seinäjoen Hiihtoseura
Event: Ski cross

Juha Haukkala will represent Finland in the inaugural Olympic ski 
cross competition at the Vancouver Games. Unlike many skiers who 
changed to ski cross from Alpine events only after it achieved Olympic 
status, Juha is a veteran to his sport, having begun already in 2002. 
His greatest prize so far is gold medal from the Winter Universiade 
in Innsbruck 2005. Juha suffered a serious crash in a World Cup 

competition in Aspen in January 2008 but has made a full recovery. His best World Cup result in the 
Olympic season is ninth place at Alpe d’Huez in January. In the summertime Juha works as a radiographer. 
   
Achievements:
2005 WCh ski cross 7th. 
2007 WCh ski cross 11th.
2009 WCh ski cross  17th.
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Arttu Kiramo
* April 15, 1990 Muurame
174 cm, 72 kg
Present residence: Muurame
Club: Jyväskylän Freestyleseura
Coach: Pekka Lehtikallio
Event: Moguls

Arttu Kiramo joined the Finnish senior moguls team in 2007. He made 
his breakthrough in the 2008/09 season, finishing ninth at the World 
Championships in Inawashiro, Japan, and winning Finnish champion-
ship titles in both moguls and dual moguls. In the World Cup Arttu’s 
best result so far is fourteenth place from Deer Valley in January 2009. 

Arttu is a high school student, whose favourite summer hobby is football. 
  
Achievements:
2009 WCh moguls 9th, dual moguls 24th.

Tapio Luusua
* August 4, 1981 Pelkosenniemi
185 cm, 83 kg
Present residence: Rovaniemi
Club: Pyhätunturin Slalom-Seura
Coach: Pekka Lehtikallio
Event: Moguls

Tapio Luusua enjoyed great success at World Junior Championship 
around the turn of the millennium and made a highly promising 
Olympic debut at the Salt Lake Games in 2002. Bad luck has 
hampered  his later  career, however. Knee injury sidelined Tapio in 
the 2005 season, and in 2006 he missed the Turin Games due to 

last-minute illness. In 2009 he came back with a vengeance, winning silver in moguls and bronze in dual 
moguls at the World Championship at Inawashiro, Japan, which earned him early selection for the Olympic 
Games in Vancouver. Tapio studies economics at the University of Lapland in Rovaniemi. His favourite 
pastime is golf.

Previous Olympic Games:
2002 moguls 5th.

Other achievements:
2000 WJCh moguls gold.
2001 WCh moguls 40th, dual moguls 9th. WJCh moguls silver.
2003 WCh moguls 36 th, dual moguls 7th. 
2007 WCh moguls 17th,  dual moguls 16th. 
2009 WCh moguls silver, dual moguls bronze.

World Cup: 2 wins. 
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Mikko Ronkainen
* November 25, 1978 Muurame
166 cm, 64 kg
Present residence: Oulu
Club: Jyväskylän Freestyleseura
Coach: Pekka Lehtikallio
Event: Moguls

Olympic silver medallist from Turin 2006, Mikko Ronkainen retired 
from the moguls circuit in 2007. After two seasons in the sidelines 
he decided to make a comeback in search of the Olympic title that 
eluded him by only 0.15 points four years ago. Save for the Olympic 
gold, Mikko has won everything the sport of moguls skiing has to 

offer, including two World Championship titles and the overall World Cup. He injured his knee in his first 
competition in December, however, and was able to return to the World Cup circuit only in January. Mikko 
is studying for a degree in marketing at the University of Oulu. He is married, has two children and enjoys 
fishing, snowmobile driving and golf.

Previous Olympic Games:
2002 moguls 8th.
2006 moguls silver. 

Team Management

Pasi Laitakari
Coach

Marko Mustonen
Team Leader

Pekka Lehtikallio
Head Coach 
(Moguls)

Heikki Kervinen 
Head Coach (Ski 
Cross)

Lauri Lassila
Coach

Other achievements:
1999 WCh moguls 15th, dual moguls17th. 
2001 WCh moguls gold, dual moguls 4th. 
2003 WCh moguls gold, dual moguls 9th.
2005 WCh moguls 9th, dual moguls 4th.
2007 WCh moguls 36 th.   World Cup: 8 wins. Overall moguls champion in 2000/01.
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Ice Hockey

Men

Goaltenders

The Finnish ice hockey team took part at 
the Olympic Games for the first time in 

Oslo 1952, finishing in seventh place. The 
long-standing dream of an Olympic medal 
finally came true in Calgary 1988, when the 
Finnish Lions won silver after defeating the 
USSR in the final game. Since that Finland 
has established its position as one of the 
permanent medal contenders, winning bronze 
in Lillehammer 1994 and Nagano 1998. In 
Turin 2006 the Finnish men’s hockey team 
gave its best ever performance on Olympic 

ice and in fact any major championship event: 
the Lions went undefeated in the tournament 
all through to the gold medal game where 
they lost heartbreakingly to perennial rivals 
Sweden 2-3.

Finland pioneered women’s ice hockey in 
Europe. The Lionesses won bronze in the first 
women’s Olympic ice hockey tournament in 
Nagano 1998. Both in 2002 and 2006 they 
had to settle for fourth place.

Niklas Bäckström #33
* February 13, 1978 Helsinki
185 cm, 89 kg
Catches left
Team: Minnesota Wild (NHL)

Niklas Bäckström goes to his second Olympic tournament in search of 
his first Olympic assignment: in Turin 2006 he was the reserve goal-
tender of the Finnish silver medal team. He guarded the net of the 
Finnish Lions at the World Championships of 2005 and 2008, shutting 
out Sweden in the bronze medal game in Quebec 2008. Niklas is some-
what a late bloomer: he was 28 when he first came to the NHL having 
previously won two Finnish championship titles with Kärpät Oulu. He 

has not needed to look back: in the 2006/07 season Niklas won the awards for the goaltender who allowed 
fewest goals and saved with best percentage in regular-season play in the NHL.
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NIKLAS BÄCKSTRÖM  REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP A avg. S%  GP A avg. S%  
96/97 HIFK, FIN 2 0 5.85 82.35       
 PiTa, FIN-2 8 0 3.69 87.50       
97/98 Hermes, FIN-2 9 0 2.95 91.15       WJunCh gold
98/99 HIFK, FIN 16 3 1.69 93.19       
99/00 HIFK, FIN 4 0 6.58 78.48       
 FoPS, FIN-2 22 4 2.27 92.82  3 0 2.69 91.30  
00/01 SaiPa, FIN 49 5 2.55 92.38       
01/02 AIK, SWE 40 1 3.05 89.66       
02/03 Kärpät, FIN 36 3 2.16 92.87  15 0 2.00 93.88  
03/04 Kärpät, FIN 43 1 2.03 93.57  15 0 2.33 92.48  
04/05 Kärpät, FIN 47 1 2.17 92.65  12 0 1.25 94.97  2005 WCh 7th
05/06 Kärpät, FIN 51 0 1.68 93.95  4 1 1.85 89.66  2006 OG silver, WCh bronze
06/07 Minnesota Wild, NHL 41 1 1.97 92.90  5 1 2.22 92.4  
07/08 Minnesota Wild, NHL 58 0 2.32 92.00  6 0 2.83 90,00  2008 WCh bronze
08/09 Minnesota Wild, NHL 71 0 2.33 92.30       
09/10 Minnesota Wild, NHL 43 0 2.74 90.10       
 NHL totals:  213 1 2.34 91.90       National team: 
            56 games, 0+2=2 points

Miikka Kiprusoff #34
* October 26, 1976 Turku
185 cm, 85 kg
Catches left
Team: Calgary Flames (NHL)

Miikka Kiprusoff’s goaltending was instrumental in Finland’s surpris-
ing progress all through to the final in the 2004 World Cup. He was 
slated to be the number one netminder of the Lions in the Olympic 
tournament 2006 as well, but hip injury ultimately prevented his 
trip to Turin. Vancouver 2010 will thus be his first Olympic Games. 
“Kipper’s” first address in the NHL was San Jose Sharks, but a move 
to Calgary in November 2003 put him on a path to stardom. In his first 

season with the Flames he posted a modern-day NHL record in goals against average (1.69) and went on 
to lead the team to the 2004 Stanley Cup finals. In the 2005/06 season he became the first Finnish player 
to win the Vezina Trophy as the best goaltender of the league. Miikka’s elder brother Marko Kiprusoff is a 
defender and Olympic bronze medallist from Lillehammer 1994. 

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP A avg. S%  GP A avg. S%  
94/95 TPS, FIN 4 0 3.00 89.74  2 0 3.50 89.55  
 Kiekko-67, FIN-2 1 0 6.00 84.62       
95/96 TPS, FIN 12 2 4,14 88.09  4 0 2.11 92.98  
 Kiekko-67, FIN-2 5 0 1.40 95.04       
96/97 AIK, SWE 42 1 2.29 90.70  7 0 3.14   
97/98 AIK, SWE 42 0 2.65 90.81       
 AIK, SWE-2 9 0 1.67 93.06       
98/99 TPS, FIN 39 2 1.86 93.55  10 0 1.55 94.57  1999 WCh silver
99/00 Kentucky Thoroughblades, AHL 47 1 2.48 92.40  5 0 3.27 90.40  
00/01 San Jose Sharks, NHL 5 0 1.95 90.20  3 0 2.01 93.70  2001 WCh silver
 Kentucky Thoroughblades, AHL 36 2 2.24 92.60       
01/02 San Jose Sharks, NHL 20 0 2.49 91.50  1 0 0.00 100.0  
 Cleveland Barons, AHL 4 2 1.73 94.90       
02/03 San Jose Sharks, NHL 22 0 3.25 87.90       
03/04 Calgary Flames, NHL  38 1 1.69 93.30  26 0 1.85 92.80  2004 WCup 2nd
04/05 Timrå, SWE 46 0 2.14 91.59  6 0 2.19 88.98  
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MIIKKA KIPRUSOFF  REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP A avg. S%  GP A avg. S%  
05/06 Calgary Flames, NHL  74 2 2.07 92.30  7 0 2.24 92.10  
06/07 Calgary Flames, NHL  74 0 2.46 91.70  6 0 2.81 92.90  
07/08 Calgary Flames, NHL  76 2 2.69 90.60  7 0 3.21 90.80  
08/09 Calgary Flames, NHL  76 3 2.84 90.30  6 0 3.52 88.40  
09/10 Calgary Flames, NHL  44 0 2.25 92.40       
 NHL totals:  429 8 2.44 91.4       National team: 
            41 games, 0+1=1 points

Antero Niittymäki #30
* June 18, 1980 Turku
183 cm, 88 kg
Catches left
Team: Tampa Bay Lightning (NHL)

Antero Niittymäki was the key man in Finland’s sensational run in 
the 2006 Olympic tournament in Turin. He went to North America in 
2002 but had to spend the first three seasons in the minor league. After 
winning the MVP award of the Calder Cup playoffs in 2005 he was 
called to the Philadelphia Flyers in the NHL. Antero was originally 
selected as third-choice goaltender to the Finnish team for Turin, but 
injuries to Miikka Kiprusoff and Kari Lehtonen promoted him to 

number one. In Turin he allowed only eight goals in six games, shut out Canada and Russia and won the 
MVP award of the entire Olympic tournament. In 2009 Antero moved from Philadelphia to Tampa Bay 
Lightning.

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP A avg. S%  GP A avg. S%  
99/00 TPS, FIN 32 0 2.15 93.00  8 0 2.00 94.44  
00/01 TPS, FIN 21 0 2.48 91.00       
01/02 TPS, FIN 27 0 1.84 94.00  4 0 2.00 92.62  
02/03 Philadelphia Phantoms, AHL 40 0 2.58 90.30       
03/04 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 3 0 1.00 96.10       
 Philadelphia Phantoms, AHL 49 0 2.02 92.40  12 1 2.00 92.60  
04/05 Philadelphia Phantoms, AHL 58 0 2.07 92.40  21 0 2.00 94.30  
05/06 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 46 1 2.97 89.50  2 0 4.00 82.80  2006 OG silver, 
            WCh bronze
06/07 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 52 0 3.38 89.40       
07/08 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 28 0 2.91 90.70       
08/09 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 32 1 2.76 91.20       
09/10 Tampa Bay Lightning, NHL 26 1 2.70 91.00       
 NHL totals:  187 3 2.97 90.20       National team: 
            26 games, 0+0=0 points
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Defenders

Sami Lepistö   #18
* October 17, 1984 Espoo
183 cm, 87 kg
Shoots left
Team: Phoenix Coyotes (NHL)

Sami Lepistö was selected best defender of the World Junior 
Championships of 2004 played on home ice in Helsinki. He made his 
debut in the senior national team in the following year. Vancouver will 
be Sami’s second major tournament with the Lions after the World 
Championships of 2008, where his overtime goal in the quarter-final 
game against the USA put Finland through to medal play. Sami’s father 
Jussi was also a national team hockey player. His godfather is none 

other than the legendary NHL star Jari Kurri, current manager of the Finnish national team. Sami is known 
as an avid golfer.     

Lasse Kukkonen   #5
* September 18, 1981 Oulu
184 cm, 90 kg
Shoots left
Team: Avangard Omsk (KHL)

Lasse Kukkonen was called to the Finnish team as a backup defender 
after injury to Sami Salo in the middle of the Olympic tournament in 
Turin 2006. He was entered in the roster for the semi-final and final 
games and rewarded with a silver medal. Vancouver will be Lasse’s 
first chance to really prove himself on Olympic ice. At the World 
Championships he has already done that, winning bronze in 2006 
and silver in 2007. After four seasons in the NHL at Philadelphia and 

Chicago Lasse joined the Siberian team Avangard Omsk in the KHL in 2009. Lasse is married and father of 
two girls. His favourite pastime is greyhound racing. 

   REGULAR SEASON    PLAYOFFS  TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
99/00 Kärpät, FIN-2 22 0 4 4 14      
00/01 Kärpät, FIN 47 1 5 6 46 9 0 2 2 4 2001 WJCh silver
01/02 Kärpät, FIN 55 2 6 8 42 4 0 3 3 4 
02/03 Kärpät, FIN 56 6 12 18 67 15 1 4 5 16 
03/04 Chicago Blackhawks, NHL 10 0 1 1 4      
 Norfolk Admirals, AHL 59 3 11 14 58 8 0 0 0 8 
04/05 Kärpät, FIN 55 5 13 18 68 12 0 2 2 6 2005 WCh 7th
05/06 Kärpät, FIN 56 11 16 27 38 11 5 7 12 8 2006 OG silver, WCh bronze
06/07 Chicago Blackhawks, NHL 54 5 9 14 30      2007 WCh silver
 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 20 0 0 0 8      
07/08 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 53 1 4 5 38 14 0 2 2 6 
08/09 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 22 0 2 2 10      2009 WCh 5th
 Philadelphia Phantoms, AHL 26 0 11 11 20 4 2 0 2 6 
09/10 Avangard Omsk, KHL 45 6 3 9 32      
 NHL totals:  159 6 16 22 90 14 0 2 2 6 National team: 
            63 games,  3+8=11 points
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SAMI LEPISTÖ  REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
03/04 Jokerit, FIN 53 3 4 7 20 8 0 1 1 4 2004 JWCh silver
04/05 Jokerit, FIN 55 7 18 25 44 12 1 7 8 12 
05/06 Jokerit, FIN 56 8 21 29 68      
06/07 Jokerit, FIN 26 1 9 10 32 10 2 2 4 4 
07/08 Washington Capitals, NHL 7 0 1 1 12      2008 WCh bronze
 Hershey Bears, AHL 55 4 41 45 51 5 0 1 1 4 
08/09 Washington Capitals, NHL 7 0 4 4 6      
 Hershey Bears, AHL 70 4 38 38 80      
09/10 Phoenix Coyotes, NHL 44 0 7 7 32      
 NHL totals:  58 0 12 12 50      National team: 
            17 games,  1+3=4 points

Toni Lydman   #32
* September 25, 1977 Lahti
185 cm, 92 kg
Shoots left
Team: Buffalo Sabres (NHL)

Toni Lydman has played for Finland in the Olympic final of 2006, the 
World Championship finals of 1998 and 1999 and the World Cup final 
of 2004 as well as for the Calgary Flames in the Stanley Cup finals of 
2004. Unfortunately his teams always ended up on the losing side, but 
that was not down to the ever-dependable defensive-minded defense-
man. Toni is married and has two daughters. He plays the guitar in a 
Finnish heavy metal band whenever his hockey schedule allows.

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
95/96 Reipas, FIN-2 39 5 2 7 30 3 0 1 1 0 
96/97 Tappara, FIN 49 1 2 3 65 3 0 0 0 6 
97/98 Tappara, FIN 48 4 10 14 48 4 0 2 2 0 1998 WCh silver
98/99 HIFK, FIN 42 4 7 11 36 11 0 3 3 2 1999 WCh silver
99/00 HIFK, FIN 46 4 18 22 36 9 0 4 4 6 2000 WCh bronze
00/01 Calgary Flames, NHL 62 3 16 19 30      
01/02 Calgary Flames, NHL 79 6 22 28 52      2002 WCh 4th
02/03 Calgary Flames, NHL 81 6 20 26 28      2003 WCh 5th
03/04 Calgary Flames, NHL 67 4 16 20 30 6 0 1 1 2 2004 WCup 2nd
04/05 HIFK, FIN 8 1 2 3 2 5 0 3 3 0 
05/06 Buffalo Sabres, NHL 75 1 16 17 82 18 1 4 5 18 2006 OG silver
06/07 Buffalo Sabres, NHL 67 2 17 19 55 16 2 2 4 14 
07/08 Buffalo Sabres, NHL 82 4 22 26 74      
08/09 Buffalo Sabres, NHL 80 3 20 23 70      
09/10 Buffalo Sabres, NHL 36 1 9 10 20      
 NHL totals:  629 30 158 188 441 40 3 7 10 34 National team: 
            108 games,  7+11=18 points
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Janne Niskala  #21
* September 22, 1981 Västerås (Sweden)
184 cm, 91 kg
Shoots left
Team: Frölunda HC (Sweden)

Janne Niskala is the only member of the Finnish Olympic team in 
Vancouver who does not ply his trade in the NHL or the KHL. The 
offensive-prone defender currently plays in Sweden, which also 
happens to be the country of his birth – his parents were working there 
at the time. Janne’s eventful hockey career has also taken him to North 
America, Switzerland and even England. Janne made his debut in the 
national team in 2001 but his first major tournament was the World 

Championships of 2008, where he scored a couple of important blueline goals to help Finland win bronze.   

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
00/01 Lukko, FIN 18 0 0 0 0      
 Manchester Storm, GBR 16 0 1 1 14      
 UJK, FIN-2 13 4 1 5 43      
01/02 Lukko, FIN 55 7 13 20 81      
02/03 Lukko, FIN 46 4 5 9 40      
03/04 Lukko, FIN 55 21 15 36 73 4 0 0 0 16 
04/05 Lukko, FIN 44 9 12 21 63 9 5 2 7 4 
05/06 Zug, SUI 44 12 17 29 50 7 0 2 2 10 
06/07 Färjestad, SWE 53 19 30 49 62 9 3 3 6 14 
07/08 Milwaukee Admirals, AHL 80 19 25 44 81 6 0 1 1 8 2008 WCh bronze
08/09 Tampa Bay Lightning , NHL 6 1 2 3 6      2009 WCh 5th
 Frölunda, SWE 35 9 10 19 20 11 3 3 6 8 
09/10 Frölunda, SWE 38 8 11 19 32      
 NHL totals:  6 1 2 3 6      National team: 
            51 games, 10+9=19 points

Joni Pitkänen  #25
* September 19, 1983 Oulu
192 cm, 97 kg
Shoots left
Team: Carolina Hurricanes (NHL)

Joni Pitkänen will go to his first Olympic tournament after a last 
minute groin injury forced him out of the team for Turin 2006.  In 
Vancouver 2010 he will actually make his first appearance in any 
major tournament with the Finnish senior national team. Joni was 
drafted to the NHL by the Philadelphia Flyers as number 4 overall in 
2002. In the following year he won the award for best defender at the 
World Junior Championships in Canada. In his first season with the 

Flyers Joni was selected to the All-Rookie Team of the NHL. Outside of the hockey rink Joni is a great fan 
of soccer and Manchester United in particular.

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
00/01 Kärpät, FIN 21 0 0 0 10 2 0 0 0 2 
01/02 Kärpät, FIN 49 4 15 19 65 4 0 0 0 12 
02/03 Kärpät, FIN 35 5 15 20 38      
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JONI PITKÄNEN  REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
03/04 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 71 8 19 27 44 15 0 3 3 6 
04/05 Philadelphia Phantoms, AHL 76 6 35 41 105 21 3 4 7 16 
05/06 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 58 13 33 46 78 6 0 2 2 2 
06/07 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 77 4 39 43 88      
07/08 Edmonton Oilers, NHL 63 8 18 26 56      
08/09 Carolina Hurricanes, NHL 71 7 26 33 58 18 0 8 8 16 
09/10 Carolina Hurricanes, NHL 42 2 26 28 52      
 NHL totals:  382 42 191 203 376 39 0 13 13 24 National team:
            4 games, 0+1=1 points

Sami Salo    #6
* September 2, 1974 Turku
192 cm, 95 kg
Shoots right
Team: Vancouver Canucks (NHL)

Sami Salo is one Finnish Lion who will certainly feel at home at the 
Olympic Games. He has been a Vancouver Canuck since 2002. Sami 
possesses one of the most powerful slapshots in the NHL. He has often 
suffered from injuries during his career. Sami started his NHL career 
in 1998 with the Ottawa Senators and was selected to the All-Rookie 
Team of the league. His major debut in the Finnish national team came 
later, at the World Championships of 2001 where he collected a silver 

medal and was selected to the All-Star Team. His other silver medal is from the Olympic tournament in 
Turin 2006, where a shoulder injury forced him out of the semi-final and final games. Sami is married and 
has three children.

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
94/95 TPS, FIN 7 1 2 3 6 1 0 0 0 0 
95/96 TPS, FIN 47 7 14 21 32 11 1 3 4 8 
96/97 TPS, FIN 48 9 6 15 10 10 2 3 5 4 
97/98 Jokerit, FIN 35 3 5 8 24 8 0 1 1 2 
98/99 Ottawa Senators, NHL 61 7 12 19 24 4 0 0 0 0 
 Detroit Vipers, IHL 5 0 2 2 0      
99/00 Ottawa Senators, NHL 37 6 8 14 2 6 1 1 2 0 
00/01 Ottawa Senators, NHL 31 2 16 18 10 4 0 0 0 0 2001 WCh silver
01/02 Ottawa Senators, NHL 66 4 14 18 14 12 2 1 3 4 2002 OG 5th-8th
02/03 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 79 9 21 30 10 12 1 3 4 0 
03/04 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 74 7 19 26 22 7 1 2 3 2 2004 WCh 6th
04/05 Frölunda, SWE 41 6 8 14 18 14 1 6 7 2 2004 WCup 2nd
05/06 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 59 10 23 33 38      2006 OG silver
06/07 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 67 14 23 37 26 10 0 1 1 4 
07/08 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 63 8 17 25 38      
08/09 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 60 5 20 25 26 7 3 4 7 2 
09/10 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 42 5 10 15 10      
 NHL totals:  639 77 183 260 220 62 8 12 20 12 National team: 
            40 games,    
            4+13=17 points
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Kimmo Timonen  #44
* March 18, 1975 Kuopio
177 cm, 89 kg
Shoots left
Team: Philadelphia Flyers (NHL)

Kimmo Timonen has been selected All-Star defender at the last two 
world elite tournaments in ice hockey: the World Cup of 2004 and the 
Turin Olympic Games in 2006. On both occasions Finland upset the 
odds and went through to the final, not least thanks to his defensive 
skills. Kimmo started his NHL career with the Nashville Predators in 
1998 and captained the team in 2006/07, his last season there before 
moving to Philadelphia. For the Finnish Lions he has been an auto-

matic choice whenever available for every major championship event since 1996. Kimmo is married and 
has three children. His brother Jussi is also a defender with NHL experience. Kimmo is a co-owner of his 
home town team KalPa in the Finnish hockey league. 

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
91/92 KalPa, FIN 5 0 0 0 0      
92/93 KalPa, FIN 33 0 2 2 4      
93/94 KalPa, FIN 46 6 7 13 55      
94/95 TPS, FIN 45 3 4 7 10 13 0 1 1 6 
95/96 TPS, FIN 48 3 21 24 22 9 1 2 3 12 1996 WCh 5th
96/97 TPS, FIN 50 10 14 24 18 12 2 7 9 6 
97/98 HIFK, FIN 45 10 15 25 24 9 3 4 7 8 1998 OG bronze, 
            WCh silver
98/99 Nashville Predators, NHL 50 4 8 12 30      1999 WCh silver
 Millwaukee Admirals, IHL 29 2 13 15 22      
99/00 Nashville Predators, NHL 51 8 25 33 26      
00/01 Nashville Predators, NHL 82 12 13 25 50      2001 WCh silver
01/02 Nashville Predators, NHL 82 13 29 42 28      2002 OG 5th-8th, 
            WCh 4th
02/03 Nashville Predators, NHL 72 6 34 40 46      2003 WCh 5th
03/04 Nashville Predators, NHL 77 12 32 44 52 6 0 0 0 10 
04/05 KalPa, FIN-2 12 4 13 17 6 8 3 7 10 4 
 Lugano, SUI 3 0 1 1 0      2004 WCup 2nd
 Brynäs, SWE 10 5 3 8 8      2005 WCh 7th
05/06 Nashville Predators, NHL 79 11 39 50 74 5 1 3 4 4 2006 OG silver
06/07 Nashville Predators, NHL 80 13 42 55 42 5 0 2 2 4 
07/08 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 80 8 36 44 50 13 0 6 6 8 
08/09 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 77 3 40 43 54 6 0 1 1 12 
09/10 Philadelphia Flyers, NHL 51 4 24 28 30      
 NHL totals:  781 94 322 416 482 35 1 12 13 38 National team: 
            142 games,    
            15+47=62 points
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Forwards

Valtteri Filppula #51
* March 20, 1984 Vantaa
182 cm, 90 kg
Shoots left
Team: Detroit Red Wings (NHL)

The Olympic tournament in Vancouver gives Finnish hockey fans 
finally a chance to see their latest Stanley Cup hero play in the lion 
jersey. Valtteri Filppula was a star player in the Finnish national junior 
team but has so far been unavailable for the senior side. This is because 
his NHL team is the Detroit Red Wings, who have competed for the 
Stanley Cup every season. When they succeeded in 2008, Valtteri 
scored a goal in the decisive game. Breakthrough season with the 

Stanley Cup champions earned him the Finnish Hockey Player of the Year award in 2008. Valtteri’s second 
sport in his junior years was Finnish baseball. Nowadays he enjoys playing tennis, golf and badminton.

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
03/04 Jokerit, FIN 49 5 13 18 6      
04/05 Jokerit, FIN 55 10 20 30 20 12 5 6 11 2 
05/06 Detroit Red Wings, NHL 4 0 1 1 2      
 Grand Rapids Griffins, AHL 74 20 51 71 30 16 7 9 16 4 
06/07 Detroit Red Wings, NHL 73 10 7 17 20 18 3 2 5 2 
 Grand Rapids Griffins, AHL 3 2 2 4 2      
07/08 Detroit Red Wings, NHL 78 19 17 36 28 22 5 6 11 2 
08/09 Detroit Red Wings, NHL 80 12 28 40 42 23 3 13 16 8 
09/10 Detroit Red Wings, NHL 25 4 11 15 12      
 NHL totals:  260 45 64 109 104 63 11 21 32 12 National team: 
            6 games, 0+0=0 points

Niklas Hagman  #10
* December 5, 1979 Espoo
183 cm, 95 kg
Shoots left
Team: Toronto Maple Leafs (NHL)

Niklas Hagman scored the overtime goal that gave Finland the gold 
medal at the World Junior Championships of 1998. In 2002 he was 
selected best forward at the World Championship tournament in 
Sweden. In the NHL Niklas has played for Florida, Dallas and since 
2008 the Toronto Maple Leafs. Niklas has an impressive pedigree 
in Finnish sports history. His father Matti Hagman was the ever first 
Finnish NHL player, and his aunt Riitta Salin won the European 

championship in women’s 400 metres in 1974. Niklas is married and has two children. 

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
97/98 HIFK, FIN 8 1 0 1 0      
98/99 HIFK, FIN 17 1 1 2 14      
 Blues, FIN 14 1 1 2 2 4 1 0 1 0 1998 WJCh gold
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NIKLAS HAGMAN  REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
99/00 Kärpät, FIN-2 41 17 18 35 12      
00/01 Kärpät, FIN 56 28 18 46 32 8 3 1 4 0 
01/02 Florida Panthers, NHL 78 10 18 28 8      2002 OG 5th-8th,  
            WCh 4th
02/03 Florida Panthers, NHL 80 8 15 23 20      2003 WCh 5th
03/04 Florida Panthers, NHL 75 10 13 23 22      2004 WCh 6th
04/05 Davos, SUI 44 17 22 39 20 15 10 7 17 6 2004 WCup 2nd, 
            2005 WCh 7th
05/06 Florida Panthers, NHL 30 2 4 6 2      2006 OG silver
 Dallas Stars, NHL 54 6 9 15 16 5 2 1 3 4 
06/07 Dallas Stars, NHL 82 17 12 29 34 7 0 1 1 10 
07/08 Dallas Stars, NHL 82 27 14 41 51 18 2 1 3 14 
08/09 Toronto Maple Leafs, NHL 65 22 20 42 4      2009 WCh 5th
09/10 Toronto Maple Leafs, NHL 52 18 13 31 21      
 NHL totals:  598 120 118 238 178 30 4 3 7 28 National team: 
            87 games,   
            23+14=37 points

Jarkko Immonen  #62
* April 19, 1982 Rantasalmi
183 cm, 96 kg
Shoots right
Team: Ak Bars Kazan (KHL)

Jarkko Immonen was the star player in the Finnish league in the 
2008/09 season, leading his team JYP to championship title. He also 
made an impressive major debut in the Finnish national team at the 
World Championships in Switzerland last spring. Instead of return-
ing to the NHL, where he had had a previous stint with the New York 
Rangers, Jarkko decided to join Ak Bars Kazan in the KHL. Excellent 
performances in the national team on the Euro Hockey Tour earned 

him a call to his first Olympic tournament in Vancouver. He is one of the best faceoff specialists in the 
Finnish team.

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
98/99 SaPKo, FIN-2 36 2 2 4 6      
99/00 SaPKo, FIN-2 42 18 16 34 34      2000 WU18Ch gold
00/01 TuTo, FIN-2 41 20 20 40 22 11 5 7 12 10 
01/02 Ässät, FIN 44 0 2 2 6      2002 WJCh bronze
02/03 JYP, FIN 56 10 23 33 34 7 1 1 2 8 
03/04 JYP, FIN 52 23 26 49 28 2 0 0 0 0 
04/05 JYP, FIN 54 19 28 47 24 3 0 2 2 2 
05/06 New York Rangers, NHL 6 2 0 2 0      
 Hartford Wolf Pack, AHL 74 30 40 70 34 6 2 3 5 2 
06/07 New York Rangers, NHL 14 1 5 6 4      
 Hartford Wolf Pack, AHL 54 20 26 46 30 7 2 6 8 2 
07/08 JYP, FIN 54 26 37 63 54 6 1 8 9 8 
08/09 JYP, FIN 58 23 41 64 40 15 1 10 11 24 2009 WCh 5th
09/10 Ak Bars Kazan, KHL 47 10 21 31 18      
 NHL totals:  20 3 5 8 4      National team: 
            53 games,   
            15+20=35 points
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Olli Jokinen   #12
* December 5, 1978 Kuopio
188 cm, 92 kg
Shoots left
Team: Calgary Flames (NHL)

Olli Jokinen almost scored the most important goal in Finnish hockey 
history, but his last-minute shot was miraculously saved by the 
Swedish goaltender in the Olympic final in Turin 2006. Olli was a 
child prodigy in Finnish hockey: he led Finland to gold at the World 
Junior Championships in 1998 and was drafted as number 3 overall 
to the NHL. Olli holds a rather dubious NHL record: he played more 
regular season games than anyone else without ever making the 

playoffs – until he finally succeeded with his new team Calgary in 2009. This was not down to Olli himself, 
who captained the Florida Panthers for five years and holds club records in scoring goals and points. 
Absence of postseason play has made Olli readily available for national team duty and he has answered the 
call unwaveringly. He has played for Finland at ten World Championships, two Olympic Games and one 
World Cup and collected two silver and three bronze medals at the World Championships in addition to the 
Olympic silver in Turin. Olli is married and has two daughters.

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
95/96 KalPa, FIN 15 1 1 2 2      
96/97 HIFK, FIN 50 14 27 41 88      1997 WCh 5th
97/98 Los Angeles Kings, NHL 8 0 0 0 6      1998 WCh silver,  
            WJCh gold
 HIFK, FIN 30 11 28 39 32 9 7 2 9 2 
98/99 Los Angeles Kings, NHL 66 9 12 21 44      1999 WCh silver
 Springfield Falcons, AHL 9 3 6 9 6      
99/00 NY Islanders, NHL 82 11 10 21 80      2000 WCh bronze
00/01 Florida Panthers, NHL 78 6 10 16 106      
01/02 Florida Panthers, NHL 80 9 20 29 98      2002 OG 5th-8th,  
            WCh 4th
02/03 Florida Panthers, NHL 81 36 29 65 79      2003 WCh 5th
03/04 Florida Panthers, NHL 82 26 32 58 81      2004 WCh 6th
04/05 HIFK, FIN 14 9 8 17 10 5 2 0 2 24 
 Kloten, SUI 8 6 1 7 14      2004 WCup 2nd
 Södertälje, SWE 23 13 9 22 52      2005 WCh 7th
05/06 Florida Panthers, NHL 82 38 51 89 88      2006 OG silver, 
            WCh bronze
06/07 Florida Panthers, NHL 82 39 52 91 78      
07/08 Florida Panthers, NHL 82 34 37 71 67      2008 WCh bronze
08/09 Phoenix Coyotes, NHL 57 21 21 42 49      
 Calgary Flames, NHL 19 8 7 15 18 6 2 3 5 4 
09/10 Calgary Flames, NHL 51 10 22 32 49      
 NHL totals:  850 247 303 550 843 6 2 3 5 4 National team: 
            135 games,   
            45+35=80 points
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Niko Kapanen  #39
* April 29, 1978 Hattula
176 cm, 80 kg
Shoots left
Team: Ak Bars Kazan (KHL)

Niko Kapanen has been a permanent fixture in the roster of the 
Finnish national team ever since his impressive debut at the World 
Championships of 2000 in St. Petersburg. Not least remarkable was his 
latest service to the Finnish Lions at the 2009 World Championships 
in Switzerland, where he scored tournament-leading seven goals. Last 
spring Niko also celebrated the KHL championship title with Ak Bars 
Kazan, team he joined in 2008 after six seasons in the NHL at Dallas, 

Atlanta and Phoenix. Vancouver will be his second Olympic tournament.

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
95/96 HPK, FIN 7 1 0 1 0      
96/97 HPK, FIN 41 6 9 15 12 10 4 5 9 2 
97/98 HPK, FIN 48 8 18 26 44      1998 WJCh gold
98/99 HPK, FIN 53 14 29 43 49 8 3 4 7 4 
99/00 HPK, FIN 53 20 28 48 38 8 1 9 10 4 2000 WCh bronze
00/01 TPS, FIN 56 11 22 33 20 10 2 1 3 4 2001 WCh silver
01/02 Dallas Stars, NHL 9 0 1 1 2      2002 WCh 4th
 Utah Grizzlies, AHL 59 13 28 41 40 5 2 1 3 0 
02/03 Dallas Stars, NHL 82 5 29 34 44 12 4 3 7 12 
03/04 Dallas Stars, NHL 67 1 5 6 16 1 1 0 1 0 2004 WCh 6th
04/05 Zug, SUI 44 9 33 42 24 9 2 5 7 35 2004 WCup 2nd, 
            2005 WCh 7th
05/06 Dallas Stars, NHL 81 14 21 35 36 5 0 1 1 10 2006 OG silver
06/07 Atlanta Thrashers, NHL 60 4 9 13 20      2007 WCh silver
 Phoenix Coyotes, NHL 19 2 7 9 8      
07/08 Phoenix Coyotes, NHL 79 10 19 28 34      2008 WCh bronze
08/09 Ak Bars Kazan, KHL 53 12 19 31 22 21 1 9 10 16 2009 WCh 5th
09/10 Ak Bars Kazan, KHL 46 11 13 24 34      
 NHL totals:  397 36 90 126 160 18 5 4 9 22 National team: 
            151 games,   
            33+54=87 points

Mikko Koivu    #9
* March 12, 1983 Turku
189 cm, 92 kg
Shoots left
Team: Minnesota Wild (NHL)

Mikko Koivu looks set to follow his elder brother Saku as leader of the 
Finnish Lions in years to come. He starred for Finland at World Junior 
and World Under 18 Championships around the turn of the millennium 
before joining the Minnesota Wild, who in 2009 made him the first 
permanent team captain in franchise history. Mikko was the leading 
Finnish scorer in the NHL in the 2008/09 season and holds the same 
position in this year’s statistics as well. Even more impressive are his 

credentials in the national team. Ever since the World Cup of 2004 Finland has won a medal in each 
championship tournament Mikko has played in and failed to win one without him. In the semi-final game 
of the 2007 World Championships in Moscow he scored the overtime goal that knocked Russia out of their 
own tournament. 



41

MIKKO KOIVU  REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
00/01 TPS, FIN 21 0 1 1 2      2001 WJCh silver
01/02 TPS, FIN 48 4 3 7 34 8 0 3 3 4 2002 WJCh bronze
02/03 TPS, FIN 37 7 13 20 20 7 2 2 4 6 
03/04 TPS, FIN 45 6 24 30 36 13 1 7 8 8 
04/05 Houston Aeros, AHL 67 20 28 48 47 5 1 0 1 2 2004 WCup 2nd
05/06 Minnesota Wild, NHL 64 6 15 21 40      2006 OG silver, 
            WCh bronze
06/07 Minnesota Wild, NHL 82 20 34 54 58 5 1 0 1 4 2007 WCh silver
07/08 Minnesota Wild, NHL 57 11 31 42 42 6 4 1 5 4 2008 WCh bronze
08/09 Minnesota Wild, NHL 79 20 47 67 66      
09/10 Minnesota Wild, NHL 52 16 31 47 22      
 NHL totals:  334 73 158 231 228 11 5 1 6 8 National team: 
            52 games,   
            10+10=20 points

Saku Koivu   #11
* November 23, 1974 Turku
179 cm, 81 kg
Shoots left
Team: Anaheim Ducks (NHL)

Saku Koivu has led the Finnish Lions to Olympic medals in 
Lillehammer, Nagano and Turin, as well as to their only gold medal so 
far at the World Championships of 1995. He missed the 2002 Olympic 
Games due to serious illness, from which he has made full recovery. 
In the NHL Saku captained the legendary Montreal Canadiens for ten 
years before moving to Anaheim in 2009, where he has joined the 
other Lions legend Teemu Selänne. When they teamed up in Turin 

2006, they finished first and second in the scoring statistics of the Olympic tournament.  At the Turin Games 
of 2006 Saku was elected by his fellow Olympic athletes to the Athletes’ Commission of the International 
Olympic Committee, where he is currently serving an eight-year term. Saku is married and father of two 
children. 
   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
92/93 TPS, FIN 46 3 7 10 28 11 3 2 5 0 1993 WCh 7th
93/94 TPS, FIN 47 23 30 53 42 11 4 8 12 16 1994 OG bronze, 
            WCh silver
94/95 TPS, FIN 45 27 47 74 73 13 7 10 17 16 1995 WCh gold
95/96 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 82 20 25 45 40 6 3 1 4 8 
96/97 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 50 17 39 56 38 5 1 3 4 10 1996 WCup 5th, 
            1997 WCh 5th
97/98 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 69 14 43 57 48 6 2 3 5 2 1998 OG bronze
98/99 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 65 14 30 44 38      1999 WCh silver
99/00 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 24 3 18 21 14      
00/01 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 54 17 30 47 40      
01/02 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 3 0 2 2 0 14 4 6 10 4 
02/03 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 82 21 50 71 72      2003 WCh 5th
03/04 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 68 14 41 55 52 11 3 8 11 10 
04/05 TPS, FIN 20 8 8 16 28 6 3 2 5 30 2004 WCup 2nd
05/06 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 72 17 45 62 70 3 0 2 2 2 2006 OG silver
06/07 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 81 22 53 75 74      
07/08 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 77 16 40 56 93 7 3 6 9 4 2008 WCh bronze
08/09 Montreal Canadiens, NHL 65 16 34 50 44 4 0 3 3 2 
09/10 Anaheim Ducks, NHL 43 10 19 29 22      
 NHL totals:  835 201 469 670 645 54 16 32 28 42 National team: 
            113 games, 
            36+77=113 points 
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Jere Lehtinen  #26 
* June 24, 1973 Espoo
181 cm, 89 kg
Shoots right
Team: Dallas Stars (NHL)

Jere Lehtinen is the only Finnish ice hockey player who has won the 
highest prizes in both national team and the NHL. In 1995 he starred 
with his line mates Saku Koivu and Ville Peltonen in the gold-medal 
winning Finnish team at the World Championships, and in 1999 he 
won the Stanley Cup with the Dallas Stars, his only ever NHL team. 
Jere is also a three-time winner of the Selke Trophy awarded to the 
best defensive forward of the NHL season. Vancouver will already be 

his fifth Olympic Games. Jere is married and has three children. He is a fan of heavy metal music and has 
sponsored a big annual festival in Helsinki.

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
90/91 Kiekko-Espoo, FIN-2 32 15 9 24 12      
91/92 Kiekko-Espoo, FIN-2 48 34 21 55 8      1992 WCh silver
92/93 Kiekko-Espoo, FIN 45 13 14 27 6      
93/94 TPS, FIN 42 19 20 39 6 11 11 2 13 2 1994 OG bronze, 
            WCh silver
94/95 TPS, FIN 39 19 23 42 33 13 8 6 14 4 1995 WCh gold
95/96 Dallas Stars, NHL 57 6 22 28 16      
 Michigan K-Wings, IHL 1 1 0 1 0      
96/97 Dallas Stars, NHL 63 16 27 43 2 7 2 2 4 0 1996 WCup 5th
97/98 Dallas Stars, NHL 72 23 19 42 20 12 3 5 8 2 1998 OG bronze
98/99 Dallas Stars, NHL 74 20 32 52 18 23 10 3 13 2 
99/00 Dallas Stars, NHL 17 3 5 8 0 13 1 5 6 2 
00/01 Dallas Stars, NHL 74 20 25 45 24 10 1 0 1 2 
01/02 Dallas Stars, NHL 73 25 24 49 14      2002 OG 5th-8th
02/03 Dallas Stars, NHL 80 31 17 48 20 12 3 2 5 0 
03/04 Dallas Stars, NHL 58 13 13 26 20 5 0 0 0 0 
04/05 Did not play           2004 WCup 2nd
05/06 Dallas Stars, NHL 80 33 19 52 30 5 3 1 4 0 2006 OG silver
06/07 Dallas Stars, NHL 73 26 17 43 16 7 0 0 0 2 2007 WCh silver
07/08 Dallas Stars, NHL 48 15 22 37 14 14 4 4 8 2 
08/09 Dallas Stars, NHL 48 8 16 24 8      
09/10 Dallas Stars, NHL 32 3 8 11 2      
 NHL totals:  849 242 266 508 204 108 27 22 49 12 National team: 
            99 games, 
            33+33=66 points
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Ville Peltonen  #16
* May 24, 1973 Vantaa
179 cm, 85 kg
Shoots left
Team: Dynamo Minsk (KHL)

Ville Peltonen is a national hero in Finland. In 1995 he scored three 
goals in the World Championship final against Sweden to give Finland 
its first – and so far only – gold medal in a senior championship 
tournament. In 1998 his winning goal against Canada earned Finland 
bronze in at the Olympic Games in Nagano. In fact, Ville has been 
involved in 12 of the 13 Olympic, World Championship or World Cup 
medals that Finland has won since 1994. At club level Ville’s long 

hockey career has taken him to Sweden, Switzerland, for three separate stints to the NHL and currently to 
the capital of Belarus. Vancouver will be his fourth Olympic tournaments, which will put him on par with 
his father Esa Peltonen, who played hockey for Finland at four Olympic Games in 1968–80. Ville himself 
has four children who will perhaps someday carry on the family tradition. 

Antti Miettinen  #20
* July 3, 1980 Hattula
182 cm, 88 kg
Shoots right
Team: Minnesota Wild (NHL)

Antti Miettinen goes to his first Olympic Games after a last-minute 
injury sidelined him from the Finnish team in Turin 2006. Antti made 
his debut at the World Championships in 2002 and was selected best 
player of the Finnish League in the following year before moving to 
the NHL. In Moscow in 2007 he scored a goal against Canada in the 
World Championship final. Antti’s favourite hobbies are golf, fishing 
and playing the guitar.

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
98/99 HPK, FIN 13 0 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 0 
 FoPS, FIN-2 4 3 1 4 6      
99/00 HPK, FIN 39 2 1 3 8 7 1 0 1 0 
00/01 HPK, FIN 55 13 11 24 30      
01/02 HPK, FIN 56 19 37 56 50 8 2 4 6 8 2002 WCh 4th
02/03 HPK, FIN 53 25 25 50 54 10 1 7 8 29 2003 WCh 5th
03/04 Dallas Stars, NHL 16 1 0 1 0      
 Utah Grizzlies, AHL 48 7 23 30 20      
04/05 Hamilton Bulldogs, AHL 35 8 20 28 21 4 1 1 2 6 
05/06 Dallas Stars, NHL 79 11 20 31 46 5 0 1 1 8 2006 WCh bronze
06/07 Dallas Stars, NHL 74 11 14 25 38 4 1 1 2 2 2007 WCh silver
07/08 Dallas Stars, NHL 69 15 19 34 34 15 1 1 2 0 
08/09 Minnesota Wild, NHL 82 15 29 44 32      2009 WCh 5th
09/10 Minnesota Wild, NHL 49 13 14 27 28      
 NHL totals:  369 66 96 162 178 24 2 3 5 10 National team: 
            70 games, 
            15+25=40 points
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VILLE PELTONEN  REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
91/92 HIFK, FIN 6 0 0 0 0      
92/93 HIFK, FIN 46 13 24 37 16 4 0 2 2 2 
93/94 HIFK, FIN 43 16 22 38 14 3 0 0 0 2 1994 OG bronze, 
            WCh silver
94/95 HIFK, FIN 45 20 16 36 16 3 0 0 0 0 1995 WCh gold
95/96 San Jose Sharks, NHL 31 2 11 13 14      1996 WCh 5th
 Kansas City Blades, IHL 29 5 13 18 8      
96/97 San Jose Sharks, NHL 28 2 3 5 0      1996 WCup 5th, 
            1997 WCh 5th
 Kentucky Thoroughblades, AHL 40 22 30 52 21      
97/98 Frölunda, SWE 45 22 29 51 44 7 4 2 6 0 1998 OG bronze, 
            WCh silver
98/99 Nashville Predators, NHL 14 5 5 10 2      1999 WCh silver
99/00 Nashville Predators, NHL 79 6 22 28 22      2000 WCh bronze
00/01 Nashville Predators, NHL 23 3 1 4 2      
 Milwaukee Admirals, IHL 53 27 33 60 26 5 2 1 3 6 
01/02 Jokerit, FIN 30 11 18 29 8      
02/03 Jokerit, FIN 49 23 19 42 14 10 4 6 10 0 2003 WCh 5th
03/04 Lugano, SUI 48 28 44 72 16 16 4 10 14 8 2004 WCh 6th
04/05 Lugano, SUI 44 24 32 56 16 5 0 3 3 2 2004 WCup 2nd, 
            2005 WCh 7th
05/06 Lugano, SUI 39 23 25 48 22 17 12 14 26 8 2006 OG silver, 
            WCh bronze
06/07 Florida Panthers, NHL 72 17 20 37 28      2007 WCh silver
07/08 Florida Panthers, NHL 56 5 15 20 20      2008 WCh bronze
08/09 Florida Panthers, NHL 79 12 19 31 31      
09/10 Dynamo Minsk, KHL 43 4 16 20 48      
 NHL totals: 382 52 96 148 119      National team: 
            243 games,   
            78+100=178 points

Jarkko Ruutu  #37
* August 23, 1975 Vantaa
188 cm, 94 kg
Shoots left
Team: Ottawa Senators (NHL)

Jarkko Ruutu is one of the best-known role players in international 
hockey. His physical and uncompromising style of play has served 
Finland well at most championship tournaments of the past decade. 
He is no stranger to the Olympic city, having played for the Vancouver 
Canucks for six seasons before moving on to Pittsburgh and Ottawa. 
Jarkko has played for Finland in Olympic, World Championship and 
World Cup finals as well as for the Pittsburgh Penguins in the Stanley 

Cup finals but victories have so far eluded him.     

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
96/97 HIFK, FIN 48 11 10 21 155      
97/98 HIFK, FIN 37 10 10 20 166 9 7 4 11 10 1998 WCh silver
98/99 HIFK, FIN 25 10 4 14 136 9 0 2 2 43 
99/00 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 8 0 1 1 6      
 Syracuse Crunch, AHL 65 26 32 58 164 4 3 1 4 9 
00/01 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 21 3 3 6 32 4 0 1 1 8 2001 WCh silver
 Kansas City Blades, IHL 46 11 18 29 111      
01/02 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 49 2 7 9 74 1 0 0 0 0 2002 OG 5th-8th
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JARKKO RUUTU  REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
02/03 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 36 2 2 4 66 13 0 2 2 14 
03/04 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 71 6 8 14 133 6 1 0 1 10 2004 WCh 6th
04/05 HIFK, FIN 50 10 18 28 215 3 0 0 0 41 2004 WCup 2nd, 
            2005 WCh 7th
05/06 Vancouver Canucks, NHL 82 10 7 17 142      2006 OG silver, 
            WCh bronze
06/07 Pittsburgh Penguins, NHL 81 7 9 16 125 5 0 0 0 10 2007 WCh silver
07/08 Pittsburgh Penguins, NHL 71 6 10 16 138 20 2 1 3 20 
08/09 Ottawa Senators, NHL 78 7 14 21 144      2009 WCh 5th
09/10 Ottawa Senators, NHL 53 8 9 17 89      
 NHL totals: 550 51 70 121 949 49 3 4 7 68 National team: 
            107 games,   
            9+11=20 points

Tuomo Ruutu  #15
* February 16, 1983 Vantaa
184 cm, 94 kg
Shoots left
Team: Carolina Hurricanes (NHL)

Tuomo Ruutu starred for Finland at World Junior Championships at 
the turn of a millennium. In 2004 he scored a spectacular goal against 
Canada in the final of the World Cup of 2004. His later career has 
suffered from a string of injuries, though, one of which forced him to 
withdraw from the Finnish Olympic team for Turin 2006. At one point 
he even considered early retirement but move to Carolina Hurricanes 
in 2008 has revitalised his career: last season was his best so far in the 

NHL. Tuomo is the younger brother of Jarkko Ruutu. 

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS   TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
99/00 HIFK, FIN 1 0 0 0 2      2000 WU18Ch gold
00/01 Jokerit, FIN 47 11 11 22 94 5 0 0 0 4 2001 WJCh silver
01/02 Jokerit, FIN 51 7 16 23 69 10 0 6 6 29 2001 WJCh bronze
02/03 HIFK, FIN 30 12 15 27 24      2001 WJCh bronze
03/04 Chicago Blackhawks, NHL 82 23 21 44 58      
04/05 Did not play           2004 WCup 2nd
05/06 Chicago Blackhawks, NHL 15 2 3 5 31      2006 WCh bronze
06/07 Chicago Blackhawks, NHL 71 17 21 38 95      2007 WCh silver
07/08 Chicago Blackhawks, NHL 60 6 15 21 75      2008 WCh bronze
 Carolina Hurricanes, NHL 17 4 7 11 16      
08/09 Carolina Hurricanes, NHL 79 25 28 54 79      
09/10 Carolina Hurricanes, NHL 39 11 14 25 38      
 NHL totals: 363 89 109 198 392 16 1 3 4 8 National team: 
            41 games,   
            11+11=22 points
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Teemu Selänne   #8
* July 3, 1970  Helsinki
183 cm, 90 kg
Shoots right
Team: Anaheim Ducks (NHL)

Teemu Selänne’s achievements in ice hockey make a very long list. 
Suffice it to say here that he has been the leading goalscorer in the 
NHL regular season three times, made the NHL All-Star team twice 
and that his rookie records in goals (76) and points (132) from the 
1992/93 season may well never be beaten. In 2007 Teemu finally made 
true of his dream of winning the Stanley Cup with the Anaheim Ducks. 
For the Finnish Lions Teemu has been an irreplaceable player at every 

elite tournament since 1996, and the national team coaches are certainly happy that he decided to prolong 
his career for one more season. Teemu was the leading goalscorer of the Olympic tournament in both 
Nagano 1998 and Turin 2006, and in Vancouver he may well become the best ever scorer in recorded 
Olympic history. Teemu is married, father of four children and known for his charity work and love of fast 
cars. 

   REGULAR SEASON   PLAYOFFS  TEAM FINLAND
  GP G A PTS PIM GP G A PTS PIM 
88/89 Jokerit, FIN-2 35 36 33 69 14      
89/90 Jokerit, FIN 11 4 8 12 0      
90/91 Jokerit, FIN 42 33 25 58 12      1991 WCh 5th
91/92 Jokerit, FIN 44 39 23 62 20 10 10 7 17 18 1991CCup 3rd, 
            1992 OG 7th
92/93 Winnipeg Jets, NHL 84 76 56 132 45 6 4 2 6 2 
93/94 Winnipeg Jets, NHL 51 25 29 54 22      
94/95 Jokerit, FIN 20 7 12 19 6      
 Winnipeg Jets, NHL 45 22 26 48 2      
95/96 Winnipeg Jets, NHL 51 24 48 72 18      1996 WCh 5th
 Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, NHL 28 16 20 36 4      
96/97 Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, NHL 78 51 58 109 34 11 7 3 10 4 1996 WCup 5th
97/98 Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, NHL 73 52 34 86 30      1998 OG bronze
98/99 Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, NHL 75 47 60 107 30 4 2 2 4 2 1999 WCh silver
99/00 Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, NHL 79 33 52 85 12      
00/01 Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, NHL 61 26 33 59 36      
 San Jose Sharks, NHL 12 7 6 13 0 6 0 2 2 2 
01/02 San Jose Sharks, NHL 82 29 25 54 40 12 5 3 8 2 2002 OG 5th-8th
02/03 San Jose Sharks, NHL 82 28 36 64 30      2003 WCh 5th
03/04 Colorado Avalanche, NHL 78 16 16 32 32 10 0 3 3 2 
04/05 Did not play           2004 WCup 2nd
05/06 Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, NHL 80 40 50 90 44 16 6 8 14 6 2006 OG silver
06/07 Anaheim Ducks, NHL 82 48 46 94 82 21 5 10 15 10 
07/08 Anaheim Ducks, NHL 26 12 11 23 8 6 2 2 4 6 2008 WCh bronze
08/09 Anaheim Ducks, NHL 65 27 27 54 36 13 4 2 6 4 
09/10 Anaheim Ducks, NHL 30 16 7 23 14      
 NHL totals: 1162 595 640 1235 519 105 35 37 72 40 National team: 
            124 games,   
            66+65=131 points 
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Team Management (Men)

Team Management (Men and Women)

Risto Dufva
Coach

Jari Kurri
General Manager

Timo Jutila
Team Leader

Janne Lahti
Media Manager

Timo Lehkonen
Coach

Heikki Hietanen
Head of Ice Hockey

Kari Virpiö
Equipment Manager

Kari Brusin
Equipment Manager

Jukka Jalonen
Head Coach

Janne Mälkiä
Video Co-ordinator
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Women

Goaltenders

Mira Kuisma   #1
* May 6, 1987 Kuopio
168 cm, 65 kg
Catches left
Team: Kärpät Oulu

Mira Kuisma has been a member of the Finnish national team since 
2006 but has not yet seen action at major championship tournaments. 
At the 2009 World Championship in Hämeenlinna, Finland, she was 
the number three goaltender in the bronze-medal winning team. Mira 
plays at the Finnish League team Kärpät. She started playing hockey at 
five and chose to become a goaltender because her father was also one.

TOURNAMENT RANK GP A Avg S%
2009 WCh bronze          Did not play   
National team: 31 games, 0+0=0 points      

Noora Räty   #31
* May 29, 1989 Espoo
165 cm, 68 kg
Catches left
Team: University of Minnesota (NCAA)

Noora Räty is only 20 but is already going to her second Olympic 
Games. Four years ago in Turin she was the youngest member of the 
Finnish team. In 2007 Noora was selected the best goaltender of the 
World Championship tournament. In 2008 in Harbin, China, she went 
one better: having shut out the USA for Finland’s first ever win over 
North American opponents at major level she won the MVP award 
of the World Championship tournament. After winning three Finnish 

championship titles with Blues Espoo Noora moved in 2009 to the University of Minnesota, where she 
plans to major in kinesiology. She is also known as an excellent golfer.       

TOURNAMENT RANK GP A Avg S%
2005 WCh 4th 1  8.15 80.95
2006 OG 4th 3  3.44 86.67
2007 WCh 4th 5  2.0 93.15
2008 WCh bronze 4  1.48 92.59
2009 WCh bronze 3  3.51 88.64
National team: 86 games, 0+0=0 points     
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Defenders

Anna Vanhatalo  #30
* February 29, 1984 Helsinki
178 cm, 65 kg
Catches left
Team: Blues Espoo

Anna Vanhatalo is new to ice hockey but not new to goaltending in the 
world elite. She moved over to hockey only last autumn after having 
won everything the sport of ringette has to offer, including two World 
Championship titles in 2004 and 2007. Her excellent performances 
with Blues Espoo in the Finnish League and the European Women’s 
Champions Cup as well as in training games of the national team 
earned her a call to her first Olympic tournament. In 2009 Anna also 

earned her Master’s degree at the Helsinki School of Economics. The subject of her thesis was sponsorship 
of women’s sports.

No previous major tournaments.     
National team: 9 games, 0+0=0 points     

Jenni Hiirikoski   #6
* March 30, 1987 Lempäälä
161 cm, 60 kg
Shoots left
Team: Ilves Tampere

Jenni Hiirikoski made her major international debut in the Finnish 
national team at the World Championship of 2004 in Halifax, Canada. 
In 2009 she was selected best defender of the World Championship 
tournament in Hämeenlinna. Jenni has returned to her home team Ilves 
after playing the 2008/09 season as a full-time professional at SKIF 
Nizhny Novgorod in the Russian league. She was the leading scorer 
in the championship-winning SKIF team in the final tournament of the 

European Women’s Champions Cup in 2009. Jenni’s favorite pastimes are snowboarding and long walks. 

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2004 WCh bronze 5 0 0 0 0
2005 WCh 4th 5 1 0 1 4
2007 WCh 4th 5 0 1 1 8
2008 WCh bronze 5 1 2 3 4
2009 WCh bronze 5 1 2 3 2
National team: 117 games, 10+23=33 points      
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Emma Laaksonen #3
* December 17, 1981 Washington D.C. (USA)
159 cm, 60 kg
Shoots left
Team: Blues Espoo

Emma Laaksonen will be the captain the Finnish women’s hockey 
team in Vancouver.  She is one of only two survivors from the bronze-
medal-winning team at the inaugural women’s Olympic tournament 
in Nagano 1998. Only 16 at the time, she became the youngest ever 
Finnish Olympic medalist in any sport. Emma’s long list of honors 
also includes selection to the All-Star team at the World Championship 
of 2008, five Finnish championship titles with Blues Espoo and one 

Russian one with SKIF and retirement of the number 3 jersey by Ohio State University, her alma mater 
from 2000 to 2004. Emma works as a finance dealer in a major Finnish bank. She also serves as the athletes’ 
representative in the Board of the Finnish Olympic Committee.    

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
1998 OG bronze 4 0 0 0 2
2000 WCh bronze 5 0 0 0 2
2001 WCh 4th 5 0 1 1 4
2002 OG 4th 5 1 1 2 2
2004 WCh bronze 5 0 1 1 2
2005 WCh 4th 5 0 1 1 2
2006 OG 4th 5 1 0 1 8
2007 WCh 4th 5 0 0 0 10
2008 WCh bronze 5 1 3 4 0
2009 WCh bronze 5 0 2 2 4
National team: 201 games, 22+48=70 points      

Rosa Lindstedt  #4
* January 24, 1988 Ylöjärvi
186 cm, 78 kg
Shoots left
Team: Ilves Tampere

Rosa Lindstedt has made a strong breakthrough into the Finnish na-
tional team this season. She scored against Canada in Pre-Olympic 
tournament in Vancouver in September and has featured prominently 
in the defensive line-up of the Lionesses ever since. The Olympic tour-
nament in Vancouver will be her debut at major international champi-
onships. Rosa will be the tallest ever woman to represent Finland at the 
Olympic Games in any sport. She already has an Olympic medalist in 

her family: her mother’s cousin Marko Asell won silver in wrestling in Atlanta 1996.   

No previous major tournaments.    
National team: 23 games, 1+4=5 points    
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Terhi Mertanen #19
* April 4, 1981 Joensuu
164 cm, 68 kg
Shoots left
Team: Blues Espoo

Terhi Mertanen has made an impressive comeback into the national 
team this season since last playing at major championship level in 
Turin 2006. She is one of the more experienced players in the Finnish 
team: Vancouver will already be her third Olympic tournament. In 
2004 Terhi played a key role when Finland won bronze at the World 
Championship in Halifax, Canada. In the same year she was selected 
best defender in the Finnish League. Terhi works as a web analytics 
consultant and is an avid user of social media.    

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2001 WCh 4th 5 0 2 2 6
2002 OG 4th 5 0 1 1 2
2004 WCh bronze 5 2 1 3 2
2005 WCh 4th 5 1 1 2 2
2006 OG 4th 5 0 0 0 6
National team: 135 games, 11+19=30 points      

Heidi Pelttari  #26
* August 2, 1985 Tampere
166 cm, 69 kg
Shoots left
Team: Ilves Tampere 

Heidi Pelttari made Finnish ice hockey history at the World 
Championship of 2008  in Harbin, China. Her overtime goal against 
the USA earned Finland its first ever victory against a North American 
team at a major international tournament.  Heidi won the award for 
best defender in the Finnish League in 2006 before moving to the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth. In 2008 she celebrated the NCAA 
championship title with UMD Bulldogs. She has recently returned 

home to Ilves Tampere to prepare for her second Olympic tournament in Vancouver. Heidi’s favorite 
hobbies are football and snowboarding.   

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2005 WCh 4th 5 0 0 0 4
2006 OG 4th 5 1 2 3 6
2007 WCh 4th 5 0 0 0 4
2008 WCh bronze 5 2 3 5 2
2009 WCh bronze 1 1 1 2 2
National team: 87 games, 11+26=37 points      
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Mariia Posa    #5
* February 21, 1988 Hyvinkää
165 cm, 57 kg
Shoots left
Team: University of Minnesota-Duluth (NCAA)

Mariia Posa made her major international debut in the Finnish national 
team at the World Championship of 2009 on home ice in Hämeenlinna, 
and got to celebrate bronze medals. After that season she left the 
Finnish champion team Blues Espoo for the University of Minnesota-
Duluth. Her twin sister Christine, who plays as a forward, has also 
featured in the Finnish national team this season. 

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2009 WCh bronze 5 0 0 0 0
National team: 45 games, 1+0=1 points      

Saija Sirviö   #20
* December 29, 1982 Oulu
172 cm, 61 kg
Shoots left
Team: Kärpät Oulu

Saija Sirviö has played in the Finnish national team at every major 
championship tournament since the turn of the millennium. Over 
these years she has won three World Championship medals. Saija 
has played all through her career at Kärpät in her home town Oulu. 
She was selected best defender in the Finnish League in the 2006/07 
season. Saija is about to get her degree in information technology at 
the University of Oulu. Her fiancé Tuomas Tarkki is goaltender in 
Kärpät’s men’s league hockey team. 

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2001 WCh 4th 5 0 0 0 8
2002 OG 4th 5 1 1 2 10
2004 WCh bronze 5 2 1 3 2
2005 WCh 4th 5 1 4 5 6
2006 OG 4th 5 0 0 0 10
2007 WCh 4th 5 1 0 1 2
2008 WCh bronze 5 0 0 0 6
2009 WCh bronze 5 0 3 3 4
National team: 154 games, 7+33=40 points      
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Forwards

Anne Helin   #27
* January 28, 1987 Helsinki
170 cm, 68 kg
Shoots left
Team: Kärpät Oulu

Anne Helin has been one of the best goalscorers in the Finnish League 
for the past few seasons. She has been selected All-Star right winger 
of the league for three years in a row. In 2007 Anne moved from her 
native Helsinki to the Kärpät team in Oulu, where she also studies for 
a nurse’s diploma. Her national team career has also been successful: 
she goes to her first Olympic Games with two bronze medals from the 
last two World Championship under her belt. In her junior years Anne 
was also a talented football and bandy player.  

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2008 WCh bronze 5 3 1 4 4
2009 WCh bronze 5 1 2 3 4
National team: 39 games, 21+12=33 points      

Venla Hovi    #9
* October 28, 1987 Tampere
169 cm, 62 kg
Shoots left
Team: Ilves Tampere

Venla Hovi (née Heikkilä) has played all through her career at Ilves 
Tampere except for one season spent at Niagara University. In 2006 
she scored the decisive overtime goal for Ilves in the Finnish league 
championship finals. In the following year she made her major 
international debut in the national team. Venla is a student at Tampere 
University of Applied Sciences. In the summer of 2009 she got married 
and changed her surname from Heikkilä to Hovi.

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2007 WCh 4th 5 0 0 0 0
2008 WCh bronze 4 0 0 0 0
2009 WCh bronze 5 1 2 3 2
National team: 60 games, 9+12=21 points      
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Michelle Karvinen #21
* March 27, 1990 Rødovre (Denmark)
167 cm, 70 kg
Shoots left
Team: RSIK Rødovre (Denmark)

One of the most exciting prospects in Finnish women’s hockey for 
years actually comes from Denmark. Daughter of a Danish mother and 
a Finnish father who works in Denmark as a hockey coach, Michelle 
Karvinen was born and bred in suburban Copenhagen. Chance to 
play at the Olympic Games made her choose the national team of her 
father’s country. She first wore the Finnish lion jersey in 2006, but it 
was not until 2009 that she became eligible to play for Finland at the 

World Championship, after living for two years in the country. Michelle scored five goals in Hämeenlinna, 
including two in the bronze game against Sweden, and was selected to the All-Star team of the World 
Championship tournament. After two dominating seasons in the Finnish league Michelle has returned to 
Denmark this season to play in the local men’s second division team.        

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2009 WCh bronze 5 5 2 7 6
National team: 66 games, 32+30=62 points      

Karoliina Rantamäki #29
* February 23, 1978 Vantaa
163 cm, 66 kg
Shoots left
Team: SKIF Nizhny Novgorod (Russia)

Karoliina Rantamäki has led the offense of the Finnish Lionesses for 
more than a decade. She has played for Finland in 12 consecutive 
major championship tournaments and collected Olympic bronze in 
Nagano and no less than six bronze medals at the World Championship. 
Vancouver will be her fourth Olympic Games, a record she will share 
with team-mate Emma Laaksonen. Karoliina also leads the all-time 
scoring statistics of the Finnish League. In 2007 she left Blues Espoo 

to play full-time professional hockey at SKIF in the Russian league. She has already led her team to one 
Russian championship as well as to the European Women’s Champions Cup title of 2009. Karoliina was a 
versatile athlete in her junior years and still enjoys playing football in her spare time.      

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
1997 WCh bronze 5 1 2 3 2
1998 OG bronze 6 2 1 3 0
1999 WCh bronze 5 3 3 6 2
2000 WCh bronze 5 1 3 4 0
2001 WCh 4th 5 1 2 3 0
2002 OG 4th 5 1 0 1 0
2004 WCh bronze 5 0 0 0 4
2005 WCh 4th 5 2 3 5 4
2006 OG 4th 5 1 2 3 2
2007 WCh 4th 5 0 1 1 0
2008 WCh bronze 5 0 4 4 6
2009 WCh bronze 5 0 5 5 4
National team: 239 games, 87+94=181 points      
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Annina Rajahuhta #11
* March 8, 1989 Helsinki
164 cm, 63 kg
Shoots left
Team: Ilves Tampere

Annina Rajahuhta has made her breakthrough into the Finnish national 
team in the Olympic season, having previously played in only two 
games in the senior team. She first wore the lion jersey in the national 
junior team in 2008.  At club level Annina plays for Ilves Tampere, 
having moved there in 2009 after winning the Finnish league title with 
Blues Espoo. Her first league team was IHK in her home city Helsinki.     

No previous major tournaments.    
National team: 20 games, 0+3=3 points    

Mari Saarinen  #12
* July 30, 1981 Kangasala
172 cm, 67 kg
Shoots left
Team: Ilves Tampere

Mari Saarinen has played for Finland in every major championship 
tournament since the turn of the millennium and specializes in scoring 
in big games. In 2004 her goal sealed Finland’s victory over Sweden 
in the bronze medal match at the World Championship in Halifax, 
Canada. She also scored in the bronze medal games in 2008 and 2009, 
both won by Finland. In 2004 Mari was selected best forward in the 
Finnish League. She has played all through her career at Ilves in the 
Finnish League. Her favorite pastimes are football and inline hockey.      

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2001 WCh 4th 5 0 1 1 4
2004 WCh bronze 5 2 1 3 4
2005 WCh 4th 5 0 0 0 4
2006 OG 4th 5 1 1 2 4
2007 WCh 4th 5 0 2 2 6
2008 WCh bronze 5 3 2 5 6
2009 WCh bronze 5 1 1 2 4
National team: 146 games, 28+23=51 points      
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Nina Tikkinen  #23
* February 6, 1987 Salo
169 cm, 70 kg
Shoots left
Team: Minnesota State University (NCAA)
Nina Tikkinen was selected rookie player of the year in the Finnish 
League in the 2003/04 season. In 2005 she moved from TPS Turku to 
Kärpät Oulu and two years later on to Minnesota State University, where 
she majors in economics. She made her debut in the Finnish senior 
national team in 2005 and played at the World Championship for the 
first time two years later in Winnipeg. In the 2008 tournament in Harbin 
she scored for Finland in the bronze medal match against Switzerland. 
TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM

2007 WCh 4th 5 0 0 0 0
2008 WCh bronze 5 1 0 1 2
2009 WCh bronze 5 3 1 4 0
National team: 71 games, 10+12=22 points      

Minnamari Tuominen #15
* June 26, 1990 Helsinki
165 cm, 68 kg
Shoots right
Team: Ohio State University (NCAA)
Minnamari Tuominen is the youngest player in the Finnish Olympic 
team in Vancouver. She won three Finnish championship titles with 
Blues Espoo before moving to Ohio State University in 2009. “Minttu” 
was assistant captain of the Finnish team at the Under 18 World 
Championship of 2008. Vancouver 2010 will be her major championship 
debut in the senior national team. After graduation, Minnamari would 
like to work with young athletes and their nutrition. She is not related to 
her team-mate Saara Tuominen.

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2008 U18 WCh  6th 5 0 2 2 4   
National team: 28 games, 4+2=6 points   

Saara Tuominen  #22
* January 1, 1986 Ylöjärvi
168 cm, 64 kg
Shoots left
Team: University of Minnesota-Duluth (NCAA)
Saara Tuominen moved to University of Minnesota-Duluth in 2006 
after a very successful season: she had led her team Ilves to the Finnish 
championship title, won the award for best forward in the league and 
played well in her Olympic debut in Turin. More glory came in 2008 
when the UMD Bulldogs won the Frozen Four final tournament for 
the NCAA championship. In the Finnish national team Saara has been 
a regular choice since 2004, often playing as the first-line center. She 
majors in sports science and intends to complete her studies later with a 
Finnish university degree.  
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Marjo Voutilainen  #8
* March 22, 1981 Kuopio
168 cm, 70 kg
Shoots left
Team: Blues Espoo

Marjo Voutilainen has had an unusual career in the Finnish national 
team. She made a successful comeback to the Lionesses at the World 
Championship in Harbin, China in 2008 after last playing for them 
at the Olympic Games of 2002 in Salt Lake City. Marjo has won 
three Finnish championship titles with Blues Espoo. In the 2008/09 
season she played at SKIF in the Russian league and scored the 
championship-winning goal for the club in the final tournament of the 

European Women’s Champions Cup. The opponent in that game was her former team Blues Espoo, where 
Marjo returned at the start of the Olympic season.    

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2001 WCh 4th 5 0 1 1 2
2002 OG 4th 5 0 1 1 2
2008 WCh bronze 5 1 1 2 4
2009 WCh bronze 5 1 2 3 4
National team: 114 games, 14+40=54 points      

SAARA TUOMINEN
TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2004 WCh bronze 5 0 1 1 4
2005 WCh 4th 5 1 4 5 2
2006 OG 4th 5 1 2 3 2
2007 WCh 4th 5 0 0 0 0
2008 WCh bronze 2 0 0 0 0
2009 WCh bronze 5 0 5 5 4
National team: 109 games, 32+40=72 points      

Linda Välimäki #13
* May 31, 1990  Ylöjärvi
165 cm, 62 kg
Shoots left
Team: Ilves Tampere

Linda Välimäki was the leading Finnish scorer at the World Under 18 
Championship of 2008. Vancouver will be her major championship 
debut in the senior national team – she was selected for the 2009 
World Championship but missed the home event due to back trouble. 
The Olympic season has started well for Linda: she was the leading 
scorer of the Finnish league in regular season and played effectively in 
training matches of the national team. Linda postponed her graduation 

from high school for a year in order to concentrate to training for the Olympic Games.   

TOURNAMENT RANK GP G A PTS PIM
2008 U18 WCh  6th 5 5 2 7 8   
National team: 35 games, 11+5=16 points   
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Team Management (Women)

Marianne Ihalainen
Team Leader

Jussi Ahokas
Goalie Coach

Jari Risku
Coach

Tom Fagerholm
Equipment Manager

Arto Sieppi
General Manager

Pekka Hämäläinen
Head Coach

Team Management (Men and Women)

Janne Lahti
Media Manager

Heikki Hietanen
Head of Ice Hockey
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Nordic Combined

Finland received its first Olympic medals 
in Nordic combined in 1948 when Heikki 

Hasu won gold and Martti Huhtala silver. 
With 14 medals in all, Finland is second only 
to Norway in the Olympic statistics of the 
discipline. At the Salt Lake Games in 2002 
Finnish athletes swept the board in Nordic 

combined. Samppa Lajunen won gold in 
both individual events assisted by Jaakko 
Tallus with a silver. In the team event they 
led Finland to gold as well. Four years later at 
the Turin Games Finland had to content with 
bronze in the team competition.

Lauri Asikainen
* May 28, 1989 Savonlinna
173 cm, 62 kg
Present residence: Vaajakoski
Club: Kuusamon Erä-Veikot
Coaches: Kimmo Savolainen, Reijo Jylhä 

Lauri Asikainen made his debut in the Finnish senior Nordic combined 
team at the World Championships of 2009 in Liberec. He is known as 
an excellent ski jumper and actually won his first international medal 
in that discipline, team bronze at the World Junior Championships 
of 2007 in Tarvisio. Lauri graduated from high school in 2009. His 
favourite hobby is playing the guitar.

Achievements:
2007 Ski jumping: WJCh team bronze. 
2009 WCh large hill 33rd, mass start 47th, team 8th. 
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Hannu Manninen
* April 17, 1978 Rovaniemen mlk
189 cm, 83 kg
Present residence: Saarenkylä
Club: Ounasvaaran Hiihtoseura 
Coach: Jorma Manninen

Hannu Manninen has made a spectacular comeback to the world elite 
of Nordic combined after a one-year absence. He retired in 2008 to 
concentrate on his airline pilot studies after winning everything the 
sport has to offer – except individual Olympic gold. Hannu was only 
15 at his Olympic debut in Lillehammer 1994 and still holds the record 
of youngest Finnish Olympic Winter Games athlete in any sport. 

For many years luck always seemed to desert Hannu at major events, until he finally won gold in sprint 
competition at the World Championship of 2007 in Sapporo. At the Olympic Games Hannu has won one 
medal of each colour, all in team competitions. In his comeback season Hannu has competed sparingly due 
to his ongoing studies at the Finnish Aviation Academy, but he has already raised the number of his World 
Cup victories to 47, record for all disciplines of Nordic skiing sport. In Vancouver he will be joined by his 
sister Pirjo Muranen, who is a member of the Finnish cross-country skiing team. 

Anssi Koivuranta
* July 3, 1988 Kuusamo
175 cm, 60 kg
Present residence: Kuusamo
Club: Kuusamon Erä-Veikot
Coach: Ali Koivuranta

Anssi Koivuranta first came to the fore at the World Championship of 
2005 in Oberstdorf. Only 16 at the time, he won the ski jump leg in the 
sprint competition and finished in sixth place in final results. He won 
team bronze in his Olympic debut at the Turin Games and one year 
later took his first individual senior medal, bronze in the Gundersen 
competition, as well as team gold at the World Championship in 

Sapporo. In the 2008/09 season Anssi enjoyed spectacular success in the World Cup circuit, winning seven 
competitions and the overall title. He was taken ill during the World Championship in Liberec, however, 
and did not win medals that time. Anssi’s main pastimes are cycling, motorcycling and playing the guitar.

Previous Olympic Games:
2006 sprint 11th , Gundersen 25th , team bronze.

Other achievements:
2004 WJCh sprint bronze.
2005 WCh sprint 6th, Gundersen 26th. WJCh Gundersen bronze. WJCh ski jumping team bronze.
2007 WCh Gundersen bronze, sprint 4th, team gold. WJCh Gundersen gold, sprint silver.
2009 WCh normal hill 4th, large hill dnf, mass start 4th.

World Cup: 7 wins. Overall champion in 2008/09.
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Janne Ryynänen
* January 1, 1988 Rovaniemi
175 cm, 58 kg
Present residence: Rovaniemi
Club: Ounasvaaran Hiihtoseura
Coach: Jukka Ylipulli 

Janne Ryynänen was a member of the gold-medal-winning Finnish 
Nordic combined team at the World Championship in Sapporo 2007. 
He made his real breakthrough in the 2008/09 season, achieving two 
podium places in the World Cup and finishing in fourth place in the 
large hill competition at the World Championship in Liberec. Janne 
is coached by Jukka Ylipulli, Olympic bronze medallist in Nordic 

combined in 1984. His favourite hobbies are football and tennis.

Previous Olympic Games: 
2006 sprint 36th.

Other achievements:
2007 WCh sprint 17th, team gold.
2008 WJCh bronze.
2009 WCh large hill 4th, normal hill 15th, mass start 11th, team 8th. 

HANNU MANNINEN
Previous Olympic Games:
1994 38th .
1998 11th , team silver.
2002 sprint 7th, Gundersen 14th,  team gold. Cross-country skiing sprint 8th.
2006 Gundersen 9th, sprint 12th, team bronze.

Other achievements:
1994 WJCh team silver.
1995 WCh 24th , team 9th. WJCh gold.
1996 WJCh silver.
1997 WCh 6th, team silver.
1998 WJCh gold, team gold.
1999 WCh sprint 4th, team gold.
2001 WCh Gundersen 4th, sprint 6th, team bronze
2003 WCh Gundersen 11th, sprint 27th, team bronze.
2005 WCh sprint 8th, Gundersen 9th, team 4th.
2007 WCh sprint gold, Gundersen 6th, team gold.

World Cup: 47 wins (record). Four consecutive overall championship titles 2004–2007. 
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Kimmo Savolainen
Head Coach

Team Management

Matti Haavisto
Service

Reijo Jylhä
Coach

Emppu Rättö
Service

Jaakko Tallus
* February 23, 1981 Lieksa
166 cm, 56 kg
Present residence: Kuopio
Club: Lieksan Hiihtoseura
Coach: Sami Leskinen

Jaakko Tallus goes to Vancouver in search of his fourth Olympic 
medal. At the Salt Lake Games of 2002 he won silver in the Gundersen 
competition behind his countryman Samppa Lajunen, as well as gold 
in the team competition. In 2006 Jaakko was the best Finnish Nordic 
combined athlete at the Turin Games. As a matter of fact, he has 
featured in all Finnish medal-winning Nordic combined teams at major 

championships since the turn of the millennium. Jaakko’s favourite pursuits are tennis, floorball and downhill 
skiing.

Previous Olympic Games:
2002 Gundersen silver, sprint 4th, team gold.
2006 Gundersen 5th, sprint 5th, team bronze.

Other achievements:
1998 WJCh team gold.
2000 WJCh team gold.
2001 WCh sprint 4th, Gundersen 10th, team silver. WJCh Gundersen silver, sprint silver, team silver.
2003 WCh Gundersen 13th, sprint 20th, team bronze.
2005 WCh Gundersen 8th, sprint 12th, team 4th.
2007 WCh Gundersen 11th, team gold.
2009 WCh normal hill 18th, large hill 39th, mass start 9th, team 8th. 
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Janne Ahonen
* May 11, 1977 Lahti
184 cm, 66 kg
Present residence: Lahti
Club: Lahden Hiihtoseura
Coach: Tommi Nikunen

In 2008 Janne Ahonen retired from ski jumping as a legend of the 
sport. In the course of 16 years he had earned 17 World Championship 
medals, 36 victories and two overall titles in the World Cup as well as 
record five victories of the Four Hills of Tournament – but remarkably 
only two Olympic medals, both of them silver in the team competition. 
No wonder then that one year later he announced his return for one 
more shot at Olympic glory at the Vancouver Games. He underlined 

his intentions at the turn of the year with second place at the Four Hills Tournament. Janne is married and 
father of two sons. His summer sport is drag racing, where he has won several Finnish and Scandinavian 
titles.  

Previous Olympic Games:
1994 LH 25th, NH 37th, team 5th.
1998 NH 4th, LH 37th, team 5th.  
2002 NH 4th, LH 9th, team silver. 
2006 NH 6th, LH 9th, team silver. 

Other achievements:
1993 WCh LH 31st, team 6th. WJCh gold, team gold.
1994 WCh ski flying 12th. WJCh gold, team gold. 
1995 WCh NH 9th, LH 9th, team gold. 

Ski Jumping

Finland has won ten Olympic gold medals 
in ski jumping, more than any other 

nation in the world.  The first one of them 
was taken by Antti Hyvärinen in Cortina 
d’Ampezzo 1956, the latest by Jani Soininen 
in the normal hill competition in Nagano 
1998. Finland’s Matti Nykänen is the most 
successful ski jumper in Olympic history 

with four gold medals and one silver. At the 
past two Olympic Games Finnish ski jumpers 
have had to content with medals of less bright 
colour. The Turin Games of 2006 yielded 
two silver medals: one for Matti Hautamäki 
in the normal hill and one for the team of 
Hautamäki, Tami Kiuru, Janne Happonen and 
Janne Ahonen. 
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Janne Happonen
* June 18,1984 Kuopio
180 cm, 63 kg
Present residence: Kuopio
Club: Puijon Hiihtoseura
Coach: Janne Väätäinen

Janne Happonen made his breakthrough into the Finnish ski jumping 
team in the 2005/06 season. He won team silver in his Olympic debut 
at the Turin Games and later in the spring took his first World Cup 
victory in Lahti. Janne had an excellent 2007/08 season, finishing 
eighth in the overall standings of the World Cup, but disaster struck 
shortly afterwards: in June 2008 he broke his thigh bone at training in 

Klingenthal and was sidelined for more than a year. The Olympic season has seen Janne make his comeback 
to the World Cup circuit. Janne’s favourite summer pastime is motorcycling.   
 
Previous Olympic Games:
2006 NH 28th, team silver. 

Other achievements:
2001 WJCh team gold. 
2002 WJCh gold, team gold. 
2006 WCh ski flying 9th, ski flying team silver. 
2007 WCh LH 37th. 
2008 WCh ski flying 5th, ski flying team silver.  

World Cup: 3 wins. 

JANNE AHONEN
Other achievements: 
1996 WCh ski flying silver. 
1997 WCh NH gold, LH 8th, team gold. 
1998 WCh ski flying 8th. 
1999 WCh NH 4th , LH 4th, team 4th.  
2000 WCh ski flying bronze.
2001 WCh LH bronze, NH 6th, NH team silver, LH team silver.  
2002 WCh ski flying 24th. 
2003 WCh LH 35th, team gold. 
2004 WCh ski flying silver, ski flying team silver. 
2005 WCh LH gold, NH bronze, LH team silver, NH team 4th. 
2006 WCh ski flying 8th, ski flying team silver. 
2007 WCh NH 14th, LH 6th, team 4th.  
2008 WCh ski flying bronze, ski flying team silver. 

World Cup: 36 wins. Overall champion in 2003/04 and 2004/05. 
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Kalle Keituri
* April 25, 1984 Lahti 
170 cm, 55 kg
Present residence: Sulzberg (Germany)
Club: Lahden Hiihtoseura
Coach: Kimmo Kykkänen

Kalle Keituri won bronze at the World Junior Championships back in 
2002 but managed to make his breakthrough into the Finnish senior 
national team only last season. In 2009 he participated in all three 
competitions at the World Championships in Liberec. Kalle’s best 
result in World Cup competitions has been fourth place in Sapporo in 
January 2009, but he has contributed to two Finnish victories at World 

Cup team competitions. Kalle lives nowadays in his wife’s homeland Germany near the famous jumping 
hills of Oberstdorf.  

Achievements: 
2002 WJCh NH bronze. 
2009 WCh NH 29th, LH 31st, team 6th. 

Matti Hautamäki
* July 14, 1981 Oulu
177 cm, 64 kg
Present residence: Kuopio
Club: Puijon Hiihtoseura
Coach: Jarkko Saapunki

Matti Hautamäki’s three silver medals and one bronze make him the 
most successful Finnish Olympic athlete of the 21st century. With any 
better luck two of his silver medals could have turned to gold: in 2002 
Finland lost the team event to Germany by only 0.1 points, and in 2006 
Matti was beaten in the normal hill by a margin of one point. As it now 
happens, Matti’s only gold medal has come from the team competition 

at the World Championships of 2003 in Val di Fiemme. Another famous feat of his was to win six World 
Cup competitions in a row in the spring of 2005. Matti’s elder brother Jussi Hautamäki has also been a 
national team ski jumper. 
  
Previous Olympic Games: 
2002 LH bronze, NH 6th, team silver.  
2006 NH silver, LH 5th, team silver. 

Other achievements:
1997 WJCh team silver.
1998 WJCh NH bronze, team bronze.  
1999 WJCh team silver.  
2001 WCh NH 9th, NH team silver. 
2003 WCh LH silver, NH 9th, team gold.  
2004 WCh ski flying 7th, ski flying team silver.  

2005 WCh LH 6th, NH 17th, LH team silver, 
 NH team 4th.  
2006 WCh ski flying 11th, ski flying team silver.  
2007 WCh NH 15th, LH 18th, team 4th. 
2008 WCh ski flying 14th, ski flying team silver.  
2009 WCh LH 11th, NH 36th, team 6th. 

World Cup: 16 wins. 
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Team Management

Antero Nuuttila
Service

Janne Väätäinen
Head Coach

Pentti Kokkonen
Coach

Ville Kantee
Service

Harri Olli 
* January 15, 1985 Rovaniemi 
174 cm, 58 kg
Present residence: Lahti
Club: Ounasvaaran Hiihtoseura
Coach: Pentti Olli

Harri Olli became an instant hero in Finland with his unexpected silver 
medal in the large hill competition at the World Championships of 
2007 in Sapporo; he lost the gold medal to Simon Ammann by only 
0.2 points. He took his first World Cup victory in February 2009 in the 
ski flying competition in Oberstdorf and won also in Lillehammer and 
Planica later in the spring. Harri hails from Rovaniemi but lives and 

trains nowadays in Lahti. He is enrolled to study mathematics at the University of Oulu, but that may have 
to wait until the end of his ski jumping career. 
  
Achievements: 
2002 WJCh team gold.  
2003 WJCh team bronze.
2007 WCh LH silver, NH 31st, team 4th.   
2008 WCh ski flying 6th, ski flying team silver.  
2009 WCh NH 13th, LH 21st, team 6th.
 
World Cup: 3 wins. 
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Snowboard

Finland has long been a powerhouse 
in halfpipe and big air snowboard 

competitions, but a host of successes at the 
FIS World Cup, Ticket to Ride tour events or 
Winter X-Games has not so far translated into 
glory at Olympic level. At the Turin Games 
of 2006 Finnish snowboarders finally had 

something to celebrate when Markku Koski 
won bronze in men’s halfpipe competition. 
In other Olympic snowboard events there 
has previously been only one Finnish entrant: 
Niina Sarias participated in women’s parallel 
giant slalom in 2006.

Finnish snowboarders have made their presence felt at every Olympic halfpipe 
competition. Heikki Sorsa finished seventh at the Salt Lake Games of 2002.
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Ilkka-Eemeli Laari 
* May 29, 1989 Oulu
179 cm, 72 kg
Present residence: Siilinjärvi
Club: Nilsiä Ski
Event: Halfpipe

Ilkka-Eemeli Laari is the youngest member of the Finnish snowboard-
ing team at the Vancouver Games. He has made a rapid rise through 
the ranks to the national team. In 2009 Ilkka-Eemeli finished fourth 
in halfpipe at the 2009 FIS World Championships in Gangwon. He 
earned his ticket to the Olympic Games by finishing second at the TTR 
Tour European Open event in Laax in January 2010. Ilkka-Eemeli is a 

student at the University of Joensuu. He enjoys running and playing basketball every now and then. 
     
Achievements:
2009 WCh halfpipe 4th. WJCh halfpipe bronze.

Men

Janne Korpi 
* February 5, 1986 Vihti 
178 cm, 71 kg
Present residence: Nummela
Club: Vihdin Lumilautailijat
Event: Halfpipe 

Janne Korpi goes to his second Olympic Games. At the Turin Games 
of 2006 he was the youngest member of the Finnish halfpipe team. In 
2007 Janne finished fourth in halfpipe and won bronze in big air at the 
FIS World Championships in Arosa, Switzerland. He secured selection 
to the Vancouver Games by winning a FIS World Cup halfpipe 
competition in Stoneham, Quebec in January 2010. Janne competes in 

two sports. His father Pekka is a legendary name in harness racing, and Janne is a talented driver himself. 
When his snowboarding days are over he intends to pursue his career at the trotting tracks.         
  
Previous Olympic Games:
2006 halfpipe 20th. 

Other achievements: 
2005 WJCh halfpipe gold. 
2007 WCh halfpipe 4th, big air bronze.

FIS World Cup: 7 wins (3 halfpipe, 4 big air). 
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Markus Malin
 * May 28, 1987 Lahti
176 cm, 66 kg
Present residence: Lahti
Club: Levi Ski Club
Event: Halfpipe

Markus Malin has been one of the most consistent performers in both 
TTR and FIS circuits in the Olympic season. In January 2010 he has 
finished fourth at the TTR event in Davos and fifth at the European 
Open in Laax. In spite of his young age he has been around for bet-
ter part of the decade, after first competing at the World Junior 
Championships at the age of 14. Three years later he won gold in the 

same event. Outside snowboarding Markus likes to relax doing other kinds of sport or playing the guitar.

Achievements:
2004 WJCh halfpipe gold.
2006 WJCh halfpipe silver. 
2007 WCh halfpipe 22nd. 
2009 WCh halfpipe 24th.

Peetu Piiroinen
* February 15, 1988 Hyvinkää
165 cm, 60 kg
Present residence: Hyvinkää
Club: Sputnik Snowboarders, Hyvinkää
Event: Halfpipe

Peetu Piiroinen’s consistent performances in the 2008/09 season 
earned him the overall championship of the Ticket to Ride tour.  He 
duly became the first snowboarder to be selected to the Finnish team 
in Vancouver, where he will make his Olympic debut. The Olympic 
season has also started well: in January Peetu won the TTR European 
Open halfpipe event in Laax. Peetu hails from Hyvinkää in southern 

Finland. His younger brother Petja is also a top snowboarder and member of the Finnish junior national 
team. Peetu’s favourite non-snow pastimes are skateboarding, golf and tennis.    

Achievements:
2006 WJCh halfpipe bronze.
2007 WCh halfpipe 37th, big air 6th.

FIS World Cup: 5 wins (1 halfpipe, 4 big air). Overall champion in big air in 2006/07.
TTR Tour: Overall champion in 2008/09.
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Team Management

Keijo Mäkiä
Coach (PGS)

Pekka Koskela
Head Coach

Harri Länsiö
Service

Antti Koskinen 
Coach (Halfpipe)

Women

Ilona Ruotsalainen 
* January 8, 1981 Jyväskylä
168 cm, 63 kg
Present residence: Jyväskylä 
Club: Jyväskylän Hiihtoseura
Event: Parallel giant slalom

Ilona Ruotsalainen goes to her first Olympic Games after narrowly 
missing selection for the Turin Games four years ago. She can already 
look back to a long career in snowboarding, having previously taken 
part at five World Championships. Ilona’s best World Cup results in 
parallel giant slalom are eighth places at Stoneham in 2007 and La 
Molina in 2008. In the non-Olympic parallel slalom event she has 

reached a World Cup podium, finishing second in Landgraaf 2004. 

Achievements: 
2001 WCh PGS 46th, GS 34th, PS 49th.
2003 WCh PGS 22nd, PS 15th.  
2005 WCh PGS 26th, PS 22nd.  
2007 WCh PGS 18th, PS 16th.  
2009 WCh PGS 18th, PS 28th.  
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Speed Skating

Speed skating was Finland’s first medal 
sport at the Olympic Winter Games. In 

Chamonix 1924 Finnish skaters won four out 
of five gold medals. Clas Thunberg of Finland 
won a total of five gold, one silver and one 
bronze medal in 1924 and 1928, which makes 
him the most successful male speed skater in 
the history of the Olympic Games. A lot of 

time has passed since the greatest days of 
Finnish speed skating, however. There have 
been no Finnish medals in Olympic speed 
skating since Grenoble 1968, where Kaija 
Mustonen won gold in women’s 1500 metres. 
The latest Finnish men’s speed skating medal 
is Toivo Salonen’s bronze from Cortina 
d’Ampezzo 1956.

Pekka Koskela
* November 29, 1982 Mänttä
187 cm, 87 kg
Present residence: Helsinki
Club: Seinäjoen Urheilijat
Coach: Markku Koskela
Event: 500 m

Pekka Koskela made history on 10 November 2007 in Salt Lake City 
by becoming the first Finnish world record holder in speed skating in 35 
years. His time of 1:07.00 in 1000 metres stayed in the record books until 
March 2009 and still remains the best ever result by a European skater. 
Pekka made his breakthrough in the 2004/05 season, winning his first 

World Cup race in 500 metres in Harbin and later World Championship bronze in 1000 metres in Inzell. His 
best result at World Sprint Championship is silver from the 2007 edition in Hamar. Pekka studies for a degree 
in material engineering at the Helsinki University of Technology. His elder brother Pasi is also a speed skater. 
Their second cousin is Harri Koskela, Olympic silver medallist in wrestling in Seoul 1988.
 
Previous Olympic Games:
2006 500 m 10th, 1000 m 31st.

Other achievements:
2000 WCh 500 m bronze.
2002 WSprintCh 34th.
2003 WCh 500 m 11th, 1000 m 16th.  WSprintCh 20th. 
2004 WCh 500 m 6th, 1000 m 10th. WSprintCh 12th. 
2005 WCh 1000 m bronze, 500 m dnf. WSprintCh 12th.
2006 WSprintCh 7th. 
2007 WCh 500 m 8th, 1000 m 6th. WSprintCh silver.
2008 WCh 500 m 24th, 1000 m 11th. WSprintCh dnf.

2009 WCh 500 m dnf, 1000 m 20th. WSprintCh 4th. 
2010 WSprintCh dnf. 

World Cup: 5 wins in Olympic distances 
(4 in 500 m, 1 in 1000 m).

Personal bests:
500 m: 34.50 (11 Nov 2007)
1000 m: 1:07.00 (10 Nov 2007)
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Tuomas Nieminen
* September 16, 1981 Vaasa
185 cm, 81 kg
Present residence: Seinäjoki
Club: Seinäjoen Urheilijat
Coaches: Toivo Kihlanki, Janne Hänninen
Events: 500 m, 1000 m

Tuomas Nieminen has been competing in the World Cup circuit since 
2003. He has been a long-standing team-mate and training partner of 
Pekka and Pasi Koskela in their home town Seinäjoki. In December 
2009 he made new personal bests in both 500 and 1000 metres in Salt 
Lake City, earning at the same time his first World Cup points of the 
season. Tuomas holds a sports instructor’s degree from Varala Sports 

Institute. His favourite summer pastimes are football, golf and cycling. 
   
Achievements:
2006 WSprintCh 39th. 
2008 WSprintCh 24th. 
2010 WSprintCh 28th.

Personal bests:
500 m 35.21 (12 Dec 2009)
1000 m 1:09.53 (13 Dec 2009)

Mika Poutala
* June 20, 1983 Helsinki
177 cm, 77 kg
Present residence: Helsinki
Club: Helsingin Työväen Luistelijat
Coaches: Toivo Kihlanki, Janne Hänninen
Events: 500 m, 1000 m

Mika Poutala enhanced his reputation as an emerging force in sprint 
skating by finishing fourth in 500 metres at the World Championship 
of 2009 in Richmond Olympic Oval, the venue of speed skating in 
Vancouver 2010. In the second race he posted the fastest time of all 
competitors. The Olympic season has also started well for Mika: in 
December he took his first World Cup victory in 500 metres as well 

as his first podium place in 1000 metres, and posted the fastest ever 500-metre time for a European skater, 
34.31. Mika derives strength from his Christian faith. He also performs as gospel rap artist under the name 
Plastic and has written a theme song for the Finnish Olympic team. 

Previous Olympic Games:
2006 500 m 22nd, 1000 m 26th.

Other achievements:
2004 WCh 500 m 17th, WSprintCh 18th.
2005 WCh 500 m 13th. WSprintCh 20th.
2006 WSprintCh 19th.
2007 WCh 500 m 10th, 1000 m 20th. WSprintCh 15th.
2008 WCh 500 m 7th, 1000 m 9th. WSprintCh 6th.
2009 WCh 500 m 4th, 1000 m 10th. WSprintCh 6th.
2010 WSprintCh 6th.

World Cup: 1 win in Olympic distances (500 m).      

Personal bests:
500 m: 34.31 (11 Dec 2009)
1000 m: 1:07.24 (13 Dec 2009)
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Team Management

Janne Hänninen
Head Coach

Markus Puolakka
* May 6, 1985 Pieksämäki
180 cm, 65 kg
Present residence: Helsinki
Club: Helsingin Luistinkiitäjät
Coach: Esa Puolakka
Event: 500 m

Markus Puolakka will become an Olympic sprinter of second genera-
tion in Vancouver. His father and coach Esa Puolakka competed in 500 
and 1000 metres in Lake Placid 1980. Markus made his debut in the 
World Cup in 2005. Unlike the other skaters in the Finnish team he 
specialises in 500 metres and the non-Olympic 100 metres. He made 

the Olympic qualifying standard in 500 metres with his new personal best of 35.18 in the World Cup event 
in Salt Lake City in December.   

No previous major championship events. 

Personal best:
500 m: 35.18 (12 Dec 2009)
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IOC and NOC
Representatives

IOC Members

Peter Tallberg
 * July 15, 1937

Peter Tallberg has taken part in five Olympic Games (1960, 1964, 1968, 
1972 and 1980) as a yachtsman with fourth place in the Star class in 
Tokyo 1964 as his best result. He became an IOC member in 1976 and 
currently ranks fourth in terms of seniority. He chaired the IOC Ath-
letes’ Commission since its creation in 1981 until 2002. Tallberg served 
as the President of the International Yacht Racing Union (IYRU) be-
tween 1986 and 1994 and as Secretary-General of the Finnish Sports 
Federation between 1994 and 2000. 

Saku Koivu
* November 23, 1974

Saku Koivu was elected for an eight-year term to the IOC Athletes’ 
Commission at the Winter Games in Turin 2006. Koivu joined the 
Montreal Canadiens in 1995 after leading the Finnish ice hockey team 
to its first ever World Championship title. He served as the captain of 
the Canadiens from 1999 to 2009 before moving to the Anaheim Ducks. 
With the Finnish national team Koivu has won three Olympic medals: 
bronze in Lillehammer 1994, bronze in Nagano 1998 and silver in Turin 
2006. 
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NOC Representatives

Roger Talermo
President

* November 25, 1955

Roger Talermo was elected President of the Finnish Olympic Committee 
in 2004. He served as President and CEO of Amer Group, a leading 
sporting goods manufacturer, from 1996 to 2009. Pioneer of of freestyle 
skiing in Finland, he won eight Finnish championship titles in the sport. 
He also served as the first President of the Finnish Freestyle Skiing 
Association between 1975 and 1979 and as Vice-President of the 
Freestyle Committee of FIS in 1978–1980. 

Jouko Purontakanen
Secretary General

* March 9, 1948

Jouko  Purontakanen became Secretary-General of the Finnish NOC in 
1996. Before that he served in the same capacity at the Finnish Athletics 
Federation and at the organising committees of the European Athletics 
Championship of 1994 and World Ice Hockey Championship of 1997, 
both held in Helsinki. His own forte in his time was middle-distance 
running.
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General Management

Kari Niemi-Nikkola
Chef de Mission

Tuula Puputti
Office Manager

Leena Huovinen
Sport Chaplain

Asko Härkönen
Deputy Chef de Mission

Pirjo Puskala
Office Manager

Jari Elo
Media Attaché

Jyrki Lumme
Olympic Attaché
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Health Care Personnel

Eero Hyvärinen
Physician

Tommi Vasankari
Chief Physician

Harri Hakkarainen
Physician

Antti Helminen
Physician

Sikri Tukiainen
Physician

Seppo Pehkonen
Chief 
Physiotherapist

Jirka Ilomäki
Physiotherapist

Jammu Öunap
Physician

Jari Hiekkavirta
Physiotherapist

Lilli Helpi
Physiotherapist
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Ahto Kärnä
Physiotherapist

Jussi Luoma
Physiotherapist

Juha Nakari
Physiotherapist

Mikko Patrikainen
Physiotherapist

Jarno Pirinen
Physiotherapist

Juha Sulin
Masseur

Anne Yritys
Physiotherapist

Timo Vaitinen
Physiotherapist

Ari Orava
Physiotherapist
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Finnish Medal Statistics

GAMES G S B TOTAL
1924 Chamonix 4 4 3 11
1928 Sankt Moritz 2 1 1 4
1932 Lake Placid 1 1 1 3
1936 Garmisch-

Partenkirchen
1 2 3 6

1948 Sankt Moritz 1 3 2 6
1952 Oslo 3 4 2 9
1956 Cortina d'Ampezzo 3 3 1 7
1960 Squaw Valley 2 3 3 8
1964 Innsbruck 3 4 3 10
1968 Grenoble 1 2 2 5
1972 Sapporo 0 4 1 5
1976 Innsbruck 2 4 1 7
1980 Lake Placid 1 5 3 9
1984 Sarajevo 4 3 6 13
1988 Calgary 4 1 2 7
1992 Albertville 3 1 3 7
1994 Lillehammer 0 1 5 6
1998 Nagano 2 4 6 12
2002 Salt Lake City 4 2 1 7
2006 Turin 0 6 3 9
Total 41 58 52 151

SPORT G S B TOTAL
Nordic skiing 33 38 36 107
    Cross-country 19 22 30 71
          Men 11 13 19 43
          Women 8 9 11 28
    Ski jumping 10 8 4 22
    Nordic combined 4 8 2 14
Speed skating 7 8 9 24
Freestyle skiing 1 2 1 4
Figure skating * 1 1 0 2
Biathlon 0 4 2 6
Ice hockey 0 2 3 5
Alpine skiing 0 1 0 1
Curling 0 1 0 1
Military patrol skiing 0 1 0 1
Snowboarding 0 0 1 1
Total 42 58 52 152

MEN'S EVENTS 32 45 38 115
WOMEN'S EVENTS 9 12 14 35
MIXED EVENTS * 1 1 0 2

FINNISH MEDALS BY WINTER GAMES FINNISH MEDALS BY SPORTS

Finland also won one gold medal in figure skating  
in Antwerp 1920.   

* Includes one gold medal won in pairs figure skating 
in Antwerp 1920.  

FINNISH MEDALLISTS AT OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES

1924 CHAMONIX 4 gold, 4 silver, 3 bronze 
Gold: 1500 m speed skating Clas Thunberg
 5000 m speed skating Clas Thunberg
 10 000 m speed skating Julius Skutnabb
 Speed skating, overall points Clas Thunberg
Silver: 5000 m speed skating Julius Skutnabb
 10 000 m speed skating Clas Thunberg
 Figure skating, pairs Ludovika Jakobsson - Walter Jakobsson
 Military patrol skiing (Väinö Bremer, August Eskelinen, Ville Mattila, Heikki Hirvonen)
Bronze: 18 km cross-country skiing Tapani Niku
 500 m speed skating Clas Thunberg
 Speed skating, overall points Julius Skutnabb
  
1928 SANKT MORITZ 2 gold, 1 silver, 1 bronze 
Gold: 500 m speed skating Clas Thunberg
 1500 m speed skating Clas Thunberg
Silver: 5000 m speed skating Julius Skutnabb
Bronze: 500 m speed skating Jaakko Friman
  
1932 LAKE PLACID 1 gold, 1 silver, 1 bronze 
Gold: 50 km cross-country skiing Veli Saarinen
Silver: 50 km cross-country skiing Väinö Liikkanen
Bronze: 18 km cross-country skiing Veli Saarinen
  
1936 GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN        1 gold, 2 silver, 3 bronze 
Gold: 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing (Sulo Nurmela, Klaus Karppinen, Matti Lähde, Kalle Jalkanen)
Silver: 5000 m speed skating Birger Wasenius
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 10 000 m speed skating Birger Wasenius
Bronze: 18 km cross-country skiing Pekka Niemi
 1500 m speed skating Birger Wasenius
 5000 m speed skating Antero Ojala
  
1948 SANKT MORITZ 1 gold, 3 silver, 2 bronze 
Gold: Nordic combined Heikki Hasu
Silver: 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing (Lauri Silvennoinen, Teuvo Laukkanen, Sauli Rytky, August Kiuru)
 Nordic combined Martti Huhtala
 10 000 m speed skating Lassi Parkkinen
Bronze: 50 km cross-country skiing Benjam Vanninen
 10 000 m speed skating Pentti Lammio
  
1952 OSLO 3 gold, 4 silver, 2 bronze
Gold: 50 km cross-country skiing M Veikko Hakulinen
 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing M (Heikki Hasu, Paavo Lonkila, Urpo Korhonen, Tapio Mäkelä)
 10 km cross-country skiing W Lydia Wideman
Silver: 18 km cross-country skiing M Tapio Mäkelä
 50 km cross-country skiing M Eero Kolehmainen
 Nordic combined Heikki Hasu
 10 km cross-country skiing W Mirja Hietamies
Bronze: 18 km cross-country skiing M Paavo Lonkila
 10 km cross-country skiing  W Siiri Rantanen
  
1956 CORTINA D’AMPEZZO       3 gold, 3 silver, 1 bronze
Gold: 30 km cross-country skiing M Veikko Hakulinen
 Ski jumping Antti Hyvärinen
 3 x 5 km cross-country skiing W (Sirkka Polkunen, Mirja Hietamies, Siiri Rantanen)
Silver: 50 km cross-country skiing M Veikko Hakulinen
 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing M (August Kiuru, Jorma Kortelainen, Arvo Viitanen, Veikko Hakulinen)
 Ski jumping Aulis Kallakorpi
Bronze: 1500 m speed skating M Toivo Salonen
  
1960 SQUAW VALLEY 2 gold, 3 silver, 3 bronze
Gold: 50 km cross-country skiing M Kalevi Hämäläinen
 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing M (Toimi Alatalo, Eero Mäntyranta, Väinö Huhtala, Veikko Hakulinen)
Silver: 50 km cross-country skiing M Veikko Hakulinen
 Ski jumping Niilo Halonen
 20 km biathlon Antti Tyrväinen
Bronze: 15 km cross-country skiing M Veikko Hakulinen
 3 x 5 km cross-country skiing W (Siiri Rantanen, Eeva Ruoppa, Toini Pöysti)
 3000 m speed skating W Eevi Huttunen
  
1964 INNSBRUCK 3 gold, 4 silver, 3 bronze
Gold: 15 km cross-country skiing M Eero Mäntyranta
 30 km cross-country skiing M Eero Mäntyranta
 Ski jumping, normal hill Veikko Kankkonen
Silver: 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing M (Väinö Huhtala, Arto Tiainen, Kalevi Laurila, Eero Mäntyranta)
 Ski jumping, large hill Veikko Kankkonen
 5 km cross-country skiing W Mirja Lehtonen
 1500 m speed skating W Kaija Mustonen
Bronze: 50 km cross-country skiing M Arto Tiainen
 3 x 5 km cross-country skiing W (Senja Pusula, Toini Pöysti, Mirja Lehtonen)
 1000 m speed skating W Kaija Mustonen
  
1968 GRENOBLE 1 gold, 2 silver, 2 bronze
Gold: 1500 m speed skating W Kaija Mustonen
Silver: 15 km cross-country skiing M Eero Mäntyranta
 3000 m speed skating W Kaija Mustonen
Bronze: 30 km cross-country skiing M Eero Mäntyranta
 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing M (Kalevi Oikarainen, Hannu Taipale, Kalevi Laurila, 
  Eero Mäntyranta)

1972 SAPPORO 0 gold, 4 silver, 1 bronze
Silver: Nordic combined Rauno Miettinen
 5 km cross-country skiing W Marjatta Kajosmaa
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 3 x 5 km cross-country skiing W (Helena Takalo, Hilkka Kuntola, Marjatta Kajosmaa) 
 4 x 7.5 km biathlon (Esko Saira, Juhani Suutarinen, Heikki Ikola, Mauri Röppänen)
Bronze: 10 km cross-country skiing W Marjatta Kajosmaa
  
1976 INNSBRUCK 2 gold, 4 silver, 1 bronze
Gold: 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing M (Matti Pitkänen, Juha Mieto, Pertti Teurajärvi, Arto Koivisto)
 5 km cross-country skiing W Helena Takalo
Silver: 10 km cross-country skiing W Helena Takalo
 4 x 5 km cross-country skiing W (Liisa Suihkonen, Marjatta Kajosmaa, Hilkka Kuntola, Helena Takalo)
 20 km biathlon Heikki Ikola
 4 x 7,5 km biathlon (Henrik Flöjt, Esko Saira, Juhani Suutarinen, Heikki Ikola)
Bronze: 15 km cross-country skiing M Arto Koivisto
  
1980 LAKE PLACID 1 gold, 5 silver, 3 bronze
Gold: Ski jumping, large hill Jouko Törmänen
Silver: 15 km cross-country skiing M Juha Mieto
 50 km cross-country skiing M Juha Mieto
 Nordic combined Jouko Karjalainen
 5 km cross-country skiing W Hilkka Riihivuori
 10 km cross-country skiing W Hilkka Riihivuori
Bronze: 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing M (Harri Kirvesniemi, Pertti Teurajärvi, Matti Pitkänen, Juha Mieto)
 Ski jumping, large hill Jari Puikkonen
 10 km cross-country skiing W Helena Takalo
  
1984 SARAJEVO 4 gold, 3 silver, 6 bronze
Gold: Ski jumping, large hill Matti Nykänen
 5 km cross-country skiing W Marja-Liisa Hämäläinen
 10 km cross-country skiing W Marja-Liisa Hämäläinen
 20 km cross-country skiing W Marja-Liisa Hämäläinen
Silver: 15 km cross-country skiing M Aki Karvonen
 Ski jumping, normal hill Matti Nykänen
 Nordic combined Jouko Karjalainen
Bronze: 15 km cross-country skiing M Harri Kirvesniemi
 50 km cross-country skiing M Aki Karvonen
 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing M (Kari Ristanen, Juha Mieto, Harri Kirvesniemi, Aki Karvonen)
 Ski jumping, normal hill Jari Puikkonen
 Nordic combined Jukka Ylipulli
 4 x 5 km cross-country skiing W (Pirkko Määttä, Eija Hyytiäinen, Marjo Matikainen,
  Marja-Liisa Hämäläinen)
  
1988 CALGARY 4 gold, 1 silver, 2 bronze
Gold: Ski jumping, normal hill Matti Nykänen
 Ski jumping, large hill Matti Nykänen
 Ski jumping, team competition (Ari-Pekka Nikkola, Matti Nykänen, Tuomo Ylipulli, Jari Puikkonen)
 5 km cross-country skiing (Cl) W Marjo Matikainen
Silver: Ice hockey (Jarmo Myllys, Jukka Tammi, Teppo Numminen, Timo Blomqvist, 
  Jyrki Lumme, Arto Ruotanen, Simo Saarinen, Kari Eloranta, 
  Jukka Virtanen, Reijo Ruotsalainen, Timo Susi, Kai Suikkanen, 
  Jari Torkki, Raimo Helminen, Iiro Järvi, Erkki Laine, Pekka Tuomisto,  
  Janne Ojanen, Erkki Lehtonen, Reijo Mikkolainen, Esa Keskinen, 
  Kari Laitinen)
Bronze: 10 km cross-country skiing (Cl) W Marjo Matikainen
 4 x 5 km cross-country skiing W (Pirkko Määttä, Marja-Liisa Kirvesniemi, Marjo Matikainen, 
  Jaana Savolainen)
  
1992 ALBERTVILLE 3 gold, 1 silver, 3 bronze
Gold: Ski jumping, large hill Toni Nieminen
 Ski jumping, team competition (Ari-Pekka Nikkola, Mika Laitinen, Risto Laakkonen, Toni Nieminen)
 5 km cross-country skiing (Cl) W Marjut Lukkarinen
Silver: 15 km cross-country skiing (Cl) W Marjut Lukkarinen
Bronze: 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing M (Mika Kuusisto, Harri Kirvesniemi, Jari Räsänen, Jari Isometsä)
 Ski jumping, normal hill Toni Nieminen
 10 km biathlon M Harri Eloranta
  
1994 LILLEHAMMER 0 gold, 1 silver, 5 bronze
Silver: 50 km cross-country skiing (Cl) M Mika Myllylä
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Bronze: 30 km cross-country skiing (Fr) M Mika Myllylä
 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing M (Mika Myllylä, Harri Kirvesniemi, Jari Räsänen, Jari Isometsä)
 5 km cross-country skiing (Cl) N Marja-Liisa Kirvesniemi
 30 km cross-country skiing  (Cl) N Marja-Liisa Kirvesniemi
 Ice hockey (Jarmo Myllys, Jukka Tammi, Marko Kiprusoff, Erik Hämäläinen, 
  Timo Jutila, Pasi Sormunen, Janne Laukkanen, Hannu Virta, 
  Mika Strömberg, Janne Ojanen, Esa Keskinen, Saku Koivu, Marko Palo,  
  Raimo Helminen, Mika Alatalo, Ville Peltonen, Jere Lehtinen, 
  Sami Kapanen, Tero Lehterä, Petri Varis, Mika Nieminen, 
  Mikko Mäkelä, Pasi Kuivalainen)
  
1998 NAGANO 2 gold, 4 silver, 6 bronze
Gold: 30 km cross-country skiing (Cl) M Mika Myllylä
 Ski jumping, normal hill Jani Soininen
Silver: Ski jumping, large hill Jani Soininen
 Nordic combined Samppa Lajunen
 Nordic combined, team competition (Samppa Lajunen, Jari Mantila, Tapio Nurmela, Hannu Manninen)
 Freestyle skiing, moguls M Janne Lahtela
Bronze: 10 km cross-country skiing (Cl) M Mika Myllylä
 4 x 10 km cross-country skiing M (Harri Kirvesniemi, Mika Myllylä, Sami Repo, Jari Isometsä)
 Freestyle skiing, moguls M Sami Mustonen
 10 km biathlon M Ville Räikkönen
 Ice hockey M (Jarmo Myllys, Ari Sulander, Jukka Tammi, Aki Berg, Tuomas Grönman,  
  Janne Laukkanen, Jyrki Lumme, Janne Niinimaa, Teppo Numminen, 
  Kimmo Timonen, Raimo Helminen, Sami Kapanen, Saku Koivu, Jari Kurri,
  Jere Lehtinen, Juha Lind, Mika Nieminen, Ville Peltonen, Kimmo Rintanen,  
  Teemu Selänne, Esa Tikkanen, Antti Törmänen, Juha Ylönen)
 Ice hockey W (Tuula Puputti, Liisa-Maria Sneck, Satu Huotari, Kirsi Hänninen, 
  Johanna Ikonen, Emma Laaksonen, Katja Lehto, Marja-Helena Pälvilä, 
  Päivi Salo, Sari Fisk, Marianne Ihalainen, Sari Krooks, Sanna Lankosaari,  
  Marika Lehtimäki, Riikka Nieminen, Karoliina Rantamäki, Tiia Reima, 
  Katja Riipi, Maria Selin, Petra Vaarakallio)
  
2002 SALT LAKE CITY 4 gold, 2 silver, 1 bronze
Gold: Nordic combined, Gundersen Samppa Lajunen
 Nordic combined, sprint  Samppa Lajunen
 Nordic combined, team competition (Jari Mantila, Hannu Manninen, Jaakko Tallus, Samppa Lajunen)
 Freestyle skiing, moguls M Janne Lahtela
Silver: Ski jumping, team competition (Matti Hautamäki, Veli-Matti Lindström, Risto Jussilainen, Janne Ahonen)
 Nordic combined, Gundersen Jaakko Tallus
Bronze: Ski jumping, large hill Matti Hautamäki
  
2006 TURIN  0 gold, 6 silver, 3 bronze
Silver: Ski jumping, normal hill Matti Hautamäki
 Ski jumping, team competition (Tami Kiuru, Janne Happonen, Janne Ahonen, Matti Hautamäki)
 Giant slalom W Tanja Poutiainen
 Freestyle skiing, moguls M Mikko Ronkainen
 Curling M (Markku Uusipaavalniemi, Teemu Salo, Kalle Kiiskinen, 
  Wille Mäkelä, Jani Sullanmaa)
 Ice hockey M (Antero Niittymäki, Fredrik Norrena, Niklas Bäckström, Aki Berg, 
  Lasse Kukkonen, Toni Lydman, Antti-Jussi Niemi, Petteri Nummelin, 
  Teppo Numminen, Sami Salo, Kimmo Timonen, Niklas Hagman, 
  Jukka Hentunen, Jussi Jokinen, Olli Jokinen, Niko Kapanen, Mikko Koivu,  
  Saku Koivu, Antti Laaksonen, Jere Lehtinen, Ville Nieminen, Ville Peltonen, 
  Jarkko Ruutu, Teemu Selänne)
Bronze: Cross-country skiing, team sprint W Virpi Kuitunen - Aino-Kaisa Saarinen
 Nordic combined, team competition (Antti Kuisma, Anssi Koivuranta, Jaakko Tallus, Hannu Manninen)
 Snowboarding, halfpipe M Markku Koski
  
TOTAL:  41 gold, 58 silver, 52 bronze medals
  
  
Included only medals won in official Olympic events.  
M   Men     W   Women  
Cross-country skiing styles:    Cl   Classical     Fr  Freestyle  
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Notes and Abbreviations

Included in this book are all the athletes 
named to the Finnish Olympic team by 

28 January 2010. Changes made in the 
composition of the team due to medical 
reasons after that date are not included.     

Statistics include all results of the athletes at 
major international competitions – Olympic 
Games, World Championships and European 
Championships – at senior level. Also 

included are medal placings at World Junior 
Championships. In men’s ice hockey full 
league statistics are included, in women’s 
ice hockey national team statistics at major 
international championship tournaments. 
Additional statistics for ice hockey were 
provided by Tom Ratschunas.
Statistics updated:

For ice hockey: 25 January 2010
For all other sports: 28 January 2010

Abbreviations
WCh World Championships
WJCh World Junior Championships
EurCh European Championships
dnf Did not finish
dq Disqualified

Cross-country skiing
C Classical technique
F Free technique
ms Mass start

Ski jumping
LH Large hill
NH Normal hill

Alpine skiing
AC Alpine combined
DH Downhill
GS Giant slalom
SG Super giant slalom
SL Slalom

Snowboard
PGS Parallel giant slalom
PS Parallel slalom
GS  Giant slalom

Ice hockey
GP Games played
G Goals
A Assists
PTS Points
PIM Penalty minutes
Avg Goaltending average (goals per game)
S% Goaltending percentage (saves/shots)
CCup Canada Cup
WCup World Cup
OG Olympic Games
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Notes



Suppliers of the Finnish Olympic Team in Vancouver 2010

The Official Outfitter
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