
A Bibliographical Guide to the Kommos site by Joseph W. Shaw. 

 Many of these items are on T Space. 

1. Kommos Monographs.  

Shaw, J.W. 2006. Kommos. A Minoan Harbor Town and Greek Sanctuary, Princeton.  
 
Shaw, J.W. and M.C. Shaw (eds.). 1985. A Great Minoan Triangle in Southcentral Crete:  

Kommos, Hagia Triadha, Phaistos, Scripta Mediterranea VI, Toronto. 

Kommos I(1).  Shaw, J.W., and M.C. Shaw, eds. 1995. Kommos I: The Kommos Region 

and Houses of the Minoan Town, Part 1: The Kommos Region, Ecology, 

and the Minoan Industries, Princeton. 

Kommos I(2). Shaw, J.W., and M.C. Shaw, eds 1996. Kommos I: The Kommos Region 

and Houses of the Minoan Town, Part 2: The Houses of the Minoan Town, 

Princeton. 

Kommos II.    Betancourt, P. 1990. Kommos II: The Final Neolithic through the Middle 

Minoan III Pottery. Princeton. 

Kommos III.   Watrous, L. Vance. 1992. Kommos III: The Late Bronze Age Pottery, 

Princeton. 

Kommos IV.   Shaw, Joseph W., and M.C. Shaw, eds. 2000. Kommos IV: The Greek 

Sanctuary, Princeton. 

Kommos V.     Shaw, Joseph W., and M.C. Shaw, eds. 2006. Kommos V: The Monumental 

Minoan Buildings,.Princeton. 

Shaw, J.W., A. Van de Moortel, P. Day, and V. Kilikoglou. 2001. A LM IA Ceramic Kiln 

in South-Central Crete: Function and Pottery Production. Hesperia Supplement 

30, Princeton. 

Shaw, M.C., J. Rutter, and J.W. Shaw, eds., in preparation. Kommos: House X. 
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2. Chapters in monographs and separate articles. Within the Kommos monographs 

(above) are sections on specific topics by numerous individuals. Some of these, as 

well as separate articles by them and by others, are listed below, often referring to 

a separate Kommos volume as  Kommos I,  Kommos II, etc. 

    
Anderson, P. 2000. “A Human Skull from Kommos, Crete,” in Kommos IV, pp. 407-414. 
 
Bennet, J. 1994. “Two New Marks on Bronze Age Pottery from Kommos,” Kadmos 33, 

pp.153-59. 
 
----------. 1996. “Catalogue of Miscellaneous Finds: Marks on Bronze Age Pottery from 

Kommos,” pp. 313-321, in Kommos I(2). 
 
Betancourt, P. 1980. Cooking Vessels from Minoan Kommos: A Preliminary Report, 

Institute of Archaeology, University of California, Los Angeles, Occasional Paper 
7. Los Angeles. 

 
----------. 1985. “A Great Minoan Triangle: The Changing Characters of Phaistos, Hagia 

Triadha, and Kommos during the Middle Minoan-Late Minoan III periods,” pp. 
31-34, in J.W. Shaw and Maria C. Shaw (eds.) 1985, A Great Minoan Triangle in 
Southcentral Crete:  Kommos, Hagia Triadha, Phaistos, Scripta Mediterranea 
VI, Toronto. 

 
Betancourt, P., L. Berkowitz, and R.L. Zaslow 1990. “Evidence for a Minoan Basket 

from Kommos, Crete,” Cretan Studies 2, pp. 73-77. 
 
Bianco, G. 2003. "Two Different Building Modules of Measurement at Kommos-A 

Neopalatial Module in Building T and a Postpalatial Module in Building P." 
Metron.  Measuring the Aegean Bronze Age. Proceedings of the 9th International 
Aegean Conference, New Haven, Yale University, 18-21 April 2002 (Eds. K. 
Foster and R. Laffineur), pp.415-419. Liège and Austin. 

 
Bikai, P.M. 2000. “The Phoenician Ceramics from the Greek Sanctuary,” pp. 302-321, in 

Kommos IV. 
 
Blitzer, H. B. 1995. “Minoan Implements and Industries,” pp. 403-535, in Kommos I(1). 
 
Buxeda i Garrigos, J., V. Kilikoglou, P.M. Day 2001.”Chemical and Mineralogical 

Alteration of Ceramics from A Late Bronze Age Kiln at Kommos, Crete: The 
Effect on the Formation of a Control Group.” Archaeometry 43, pp. 349-371. 

 
Callaghan, P.J., A. Johnston, J.W. Hayes and R. Jones.  2000. “The Iron Age Pottery 

from Kommos,” pp. 210-335, in  Kommos IV.  
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Csapo, E. 1991. “An International Community of Traders in Late 8th-7th c. B.C. 

Kommos in Southern Crete,” ZPE 88, pp. 211-16. 
 
----------. 1993. “A Postscript to ‘An International Community of Traders in Late 8th-7th 

c. B.C. Kommos in Southern Crete’,” ZPE 96, pp. 235-36. 
 
Csapo, E., A.W. Johnston, and D. Geagan 2000. “The Iron Age Inscriptions,” pp. 101-

134, in Kommos IV. 
 
Day, P. and V. Kilikoglou 2001. “Analysis of Ceramics from the Kiln,” pp. 111-134, in 

Shaw, J.W., A. Van de Moortel, P. Day, and V. Kilikoglou. 2001. A LM IA 
Ceramic Kiln in South-Central Crete: Function and Pottery Production, Hesperia 
Supplement 30, Princeton. 

 
Dabney, M.K. 1996. “Catalogue of Miscellaneous Finds: Ceramic Loomweights and 

Spindle Whorls,” “Jewellery and Seals,” and “Lead Objects,” pp. 244-270, in 
Kommos I(2).  

 
---------- 2000. “Jewellery,” pp. 341-350, and “Ceramic Loomweights and Spindle 

Whorls,” pp. 352-357, in Kommos IV. 
 
Gifford, J. 1995. “The Physical Geology of the Western Mesara and Kommos,” pp. 30-

90, in Kommos I(1). 
 
Hayes, J.W. 2000. “Roman Pottery from the Sanctuary,” pp. 312-320 “Roman Lamps 

from the Sanctuary,” pp. 320-330, and “Glass,” pp. 336-340, in Kommos IV. 
 
Johnston, A. 1992. “Anfore laconiche a Kommos,” In P. Pelagatti, ed., Lakonikà: 

ricerche e nuovi materiali di ceramica laconica (Supplement to BdA 64), Rome, 
pp.115-116.  

 
----------. 1993. “Pottery from Archaic Building Q at Kommos,” Hesperia 62, pp. 339-

382. 
 
----------. 2000. “Building Z at Kommos, An Eighth Century B.C. Pottery Sequence,” 

Hesperia 69, pp. 189-226. 
 
----------. 2005. “Kommos: Further Iron Age Pottery, “ Hesperia 74: 309-393. 
 
Johnston, A.W. and T. de Domingo. 1997. “Trade between Kommos, Crete and East 

Greece: a Petrographic Study of Archaic Transport Amphorae.” In A. Sinclair, et 
al. (eds.), Archaeological Sciences 1995 (Proceedings of a Conference on the 
Application of Scientific Techniques to the Study of Archaeology, Liverpool, July 
1995). Oxford, pp. 62-68. 
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Joyner, L. and P.M. Day, “The Kommos LM IA Kiln: Petrographic Fabric Descriptions,” 
pp. 139-155 in Shaw, J.W., A. Van de Moortel, P. Day, and V. Kilikoglou. 
2001. A LM IA Ceramic Kiln in South-Central Crete: Function and Pottery 
Production, Hesperia Supplement 30, Princeton. 

  
La Rosa, V. 1985. “Preliminary Considerations on the Problem of the Relationship 

between Phaistos and Hagia Triadha,” pp. 45-54, in Shaw, J.W. and M.C. Shaw 
(eds.). 1985. A Great Minoan Triangle in Southcentral Crete:  Kommos, Hagia 
Triadha, Phaistos, Scripta Mediterranea VI, Toronto. 

 
McEnroe, J. 1996. “The Central Hillside at Kommos. The Late Minoan Period,” pp. 199-

235, in Kommos I(2). 
 
Muhly, J. and E. Sikla (eds.) 2000.  One Hundred Years of American Archaeological 

Work on Crete. Athens. 
 
Nixon, L.F. 1996. “The Oblique House and the Southeast Rooms,” pp. 59-92, in 

Kommos I(2). 
 
Parsons, M. 1995. “Soil and Land Use Studies at Kommos,” pp. 292-324, in Kommos 

I(1).. 
 
Payne, S. 1995. “Appendix 5.1. The Small Mammals,” pp. 278-291, in Kommos I(1). 

Puglisi, D. 2001. "Un Arsenale marittimo l'edificio T di Kommòs?" Creta Antica 2, 

pp.113-124. 
 
Raumer, J.W.F., and S. Payne 1986. “Notes on the Soricidae (Insectovora, Mammalia) 

from Crete. II. The Shrew Remains from Minoan and Classical Kommos,” 
Bonner zoologische Beiträge 37, pp. 173-182. 

 
Reese, D. 1995. “The Minoan Fauna,” pp. 163-291, in Kommos I(1). 
 
---------- 2000. “Worked Astragali,” pp. 398-401, “Ostrich Eggshell,” pp. 401-403, and 

“Fossils,” pp. 403-407, in Kommos IV. 
 
Reese, D., M.J. Rose and D. Ruscillo 2000. “The Iron Age Fauna,” pp. 415-646, in 

Kommos IV. 
 
Rehder, J.E. 2000. “Ironworking in the Greek Sanctuary,” pp. 80-89, in Kommos IV. 
 
Rose, M.J. 1995. “The Fish Remains,” pp. 204-240, in Kommos I(1). 
 
---------- 2000. “The Fish Remains,” pp. 495-560, in Kommos IV. 
 
Ruscillo, D. 2006. “Faunal Remains and Murex Dye Production,” pp. 776-840 in 

Kommos V. 
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Russell, P. J. 1985. “A Middle Cypriote Jug from Kommos, Crete,” in P. Betancourt 

(ed.), Temple University Aegean Symposium 10. Philadelphia, pp.  42-50. 
 
Rutter, J. 1999. “Cretan External Relations during LM IIIA2-B (ca. 1370-1200 B.C.): A 

View from the Mesara,” in The Point Iria Wreck: Interconnections in the 
Mediterranean ca. 1200 BC (W. Phelps et al., eds.), Athens, pp. 139-186. 

 
---------- 2000. “The Short-Necked Amphora of the Post-Palatial Mesara,” Eighth 

International Cretological Congress, Herakleion 9-14 September 1996, pp. 177-
188. 

 
---------- 2004a. “Ceramic Sets in Context: One Dimension of Food Preparation and 

Consumption in a Minoan Palatial Setting,” in P. Halstead and J. Barrett (eds.), 
Food, Cuisine and Society in Prehistoric Greece, Sheffield Studies in Archaeology 
5., pp. 63-89. 

 
----------- 2004b. “Off-island imports to Kommos, Crete: New discoveries and 

identifications; old problems unresolved,” BICS 47, pp. 189-190. 
 
---------- 2006. “Minoan Pottery from the Southern Area,” “ Neopalatial and Later 

Minoan Pottery, “pp. 377-630 in Kommos V. 
 
Schwab, K.A. 1996. “Catalogue of Miscellaneous Finds: Stone Vessels,” pp. 271-282, in 

Kommos I(2). 
 
---------- 2000. “Bronze, Lead, and Bone Implements,” pp. 391-395, and “Bronze, Lead 

and Faience Vessels,” pp. 395-398, in Kommos IV. 
  
Sease, C. 1996. “Appendix 4.1.  Objects Conservation at Kommos,” pp. 326-328, in 

Kommos I(2). 
 
Shaw, J. W.  1981b. “Kommos:  The Southern Port of Entry into Central Crete,” ROM 

Archaeological Newsletter, N.S. No. 196, September. 
 
----------. 1983a. “The Development of Minoan Orthostates,” AJA 87: 213-216. 
 
----------. 1983b. “Stone Weight Anchors from Kommos, Crete,” International Journal of 

Nautical Archaeology  pp. 91-100. 
 
----------. 1984a. “A New Colonnade discovered at Kommos, Crete,” ROM 

Archaeological Newsletter II (2), May. 
 
----------. 1984b. “Minoan Kommos:  A Harbour Town of Ancient Crete,” Rotunda 7, 

Spring, pp. 24-33. 
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----------. 1986. “Excavations at Kommos (Crete) during 1984-85," Hesperia 55, pp. 
219-269. 

 
----------. 1987. “A `Palatial' Stoa at Kommos,” in The Function of the Minoan Palaces, 

Proceedings of the Fourth International Symposium at the Swedish Institution in 
Athens 10-16 June 1984, (Robin Hägg and Nanno Marinatos, eds.), Stockholm: 
101-109. 

 
----------. 1989. “Phoenicians in Southern Crete,” AJA 93, pp.165-183. 
 
----------. 1990. “Bronze Age Aegean Harborsides,” Thera and the Aegean World III (D. 

A. Hardy, ed.), Vol. I,  pp.420-436.  
 
----------. 1991. “North American Archaeological Work in Crete (1880-1990),” 

Expedition 32, pp.5-14. 
 
----------. 1995. “Two Three-holed Stone Anchors from Kommos, Crete: their Context, 

Type, and Origin,” IJNA 24, pp. 279-291. 
 
-----------. 1996. “Introduction to the Kommos Site,” pp. 1-14, and “Domestic Economy 

and Site Development,” pp. 379-400 (Chapter 6), in Kommos I(2). 
  
----------. 1998a. “Der phönizische Schrein in Kommos auf Kreta (ca. 800 v.Chr.),” 

Veröff Joachim Jungius-Ges. Wiss. Hamburg 87, pp. 93-104. Hans Niemeier 
Festschrift.  

 
----------. 1998b. “Kommos in Southern Crete: an Aegean Barometer for East-West 

Interconnections,” pp. 13-27, in Karageorghis, V. and N. Stampolidis (eds.), 
Eastern Mediterranean: Cyprus-Dodecanese-Crete, 16th-6th cent. B.C.  Athens.   

 
----------. 1999. “A Tale of Three Bases. New Criteria for Dating Minoan Architectural 

Features,” pp. 761-767, in P. Betancourt, V. Karageorghis, R. Laffineur and W-D. 
Niemeier (eds.), Meletemata, Festschrift for Malcolm Wiener, Aegaeum 20. 
Liège.  

 
----------. 2000a. “The Architecture of the Temples and Other Buildings,” pp. 1-100,  

“Sanctuary Furnishings,” pp. 358-363, “Bronze and Iron Nails,” pp. 373-386, 
“Stone Implements,” pp. 386-391, and “Ritual and Development in the Greek 
Sanctuary,” pp. 669-731, in Kommos IV.  

 
----------. 2000b. “The Phoenician Shrine, ca. 800 B.C., at Kommos in Crete,” Actas del 

IV Congreso International de Estudios Fenicos y Púnicos. Cadiz, pp.1107-1119. 
 
----------. 2000c. “Pilgrims at the Greek Sanctuary at Kommos,” Πεπραγμένα του Η’ 

Διεθνούς Κρητολογικού Συνεδρίου, ‘Ηράκλειο, 1996: Volume A3, pp. 219-226. 
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----------. 2001a. “The Excavation and Structure of the Kiln,” pp. 5-24, in Shaw, J.W., A. 
Van de Moortel, P. Day, and V. Kilikoglou. 2001. A LM IA Ceramic Kiln in 
South-Central Crete: Function and Pottery Production, Hesperia Supplement 30, 
Princeton. 

 
----------. 2001b. “The Mystery of the Pitsidian Slab,” in Ithaki (eds. S. Bohm and K.-V. 

von Eickstedt) Festschrift für Jörg Schäfer zum 75. Geburtstag am 25.April 2001, 
pp. 137-142. 

 
---------- 2002 “The Minoan Palatial Establishment at Kommos. An Anatomy of its History, 

Function, and Interconnections,” pp. 99-110, in J. Driessen, I. Schoep, and R. Laffineur 
(eds.), Monuments of Minos. Rethinking the Minoan Palaces.  Aegaeum 23.  Liège.   

 
--------. 2003. “Palatial Proportions: A Study of the Relative Proportions between Minoan Palaces 

and their Settlements,” pp. 239-245, in R. Laffineur  and K. Foster (eds.), Metron.  
Measuring the Aegean Bronze Age. Aegaeum 24. Liège.  

 
----------.2004. “Kommos: the Sea-Gate to Southern Crete,” pp. 43-52, in L.D. Day, M. 

Mook, J. Muhly (eds.), Crete Beyond the Palaces, Proceedings of the Crete 2000 
Conference. Philadelphia. 

 
---------- 2006a. “The Architecture and Stratigraphy of the Civic Buildings,” and “The 

History and Functions of the Monumental Minoan Buildings at Kommos,” pp. 1-
116 and 846-854 in  Kommos V. 

 
---------- 2006b “ Metals and Metalworking,” Loomweights and Miscellaneous Clay 

Objects,” “Items of Adornment,” “Artifacts of Stone,” pp. 716-751 in Kommos V. 
 

Shaw, J.W. and D. Harlan 2000. “Bronze and Iron Tools and Weapons,” pp. 363-373, in 
Kommos IV. 

 
Shaw, J.W. and M.C. Shaw. 1981. “Excavations at Kommos and Recent Discoveries in 

Crete,” Rotunda 14, pp.12-19. 
 
----------. 1993. “Excavations at Kommos (Crete) 1991-1992,” Hesperia 62, pp. 129-190. 
 
----------. 1997. “Mycenaean Kommos,” pp. 423-434, in J. Driessen and A. Farnoux (eds),  

La Crète mycénienne. BCH Supplement 30. 
 
----------. 1999. “A Proposal for Bronze Age Aegean Ship-sheds in Crete,” pp. 369-382, 

in H. Tzalas (ed.), Tropis V, 1999, 5th International Symposium on Ship 
Construction in Antiquity.  Athens. 

 
----------. 2000. “Minoan and Greek Kommos: An Excavation on the South Coast of 

Crete by Canadian and American Archaeologists,” pp. 160-178, in Muhly and 
Sikla (eds.) 2000. 
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Shaw, J.W. and M. Shaw-Coutroubaki. 2000. “Κομμος.¨Η Θεση του στην προιστορικη 
και την ιστορικη εποχη,” pp. 64-110, in Α. Vasilakis (ed.) Η Μεσαρα μεσα απο τα 
μνημεια της. First Archaeological Meeting of the Mesara, 5,6,7 September 1996. 
Athens. 

 
Shaw, J.W, A. Van de Moortel, P. Day, V. Kilikoglou, 1997. “A LM IA Kiln at 

Kommos, Crete,” pp. 323-330 in P. Betancourt and R. Laffineur (eds.), ΤΕΧΝΗ.  
Craftsmen, Craftswomen and Craftsmanship in the Aegean Bronze Age. Aegaeum 
16. Liège. 

 
Shaw, Maria. 1981. “Sir Arthur Evans at Kommos: A Cretan Village Remembers its 

Past,” Expedition 23, pp. 4-12. 
 
----------. 1983. “Two Cups with Incised Decoration from Kommos, Crete,” AJA  87, pp. 

443-452. 
 
----------. 1985. “Late Minoan I Building J/T, and Late Minoan III Buildings N and P at 

Kommos: their Nature and Possible Uses as Residences, Palaces and/or Emporia,” 
pp. 19-30, in J.W. Shaw and M.C. Shaw (eds.). 1985. A Great Minoan Triangle in 
Southcentral Crete:  Kommos, Hagia Triadha, Phaistos, Scripta Mediterranea 
VI, Toronto. 

 
----------. 1987. “A Bronze Figurine of a Man from the Sanctuary at Kommos, Crete,” in 

Eilapine, Festschrift for Professor N. Platon, Herakleion, Crete, pp. 371-382. 
 
----------. 1990. “Late Minoan Hearths and Ovens at Kommos, Crete,” pp. 231-254, in P. 

Darcque and R. Treuil (eds.), L'habitat Égéen préhistorique. BCH Suppl. 19. 
Athens. 

          
----------. 1991. “Back to Kommos and the 1991 Campaign: a View from House X,” 

Archaeological Newsletter of the Royal Ontario Museum, Series II, No. 46, 
November. 

 
----------. 1996. “Introduction,” “The North House and Peripheral Areas,” pp. 15-59, “The 

Southern Cliffside,” pp. 92-105, and “The House with the Press,” pp. 105-138 in 
Kommos I(2). 

 
----------. 1999. “A Bronze Age Enigma: The 'U-Shaped' Motif in Aegean Architectural 

Representations,” pp. 769-779, in P. Betancourt, V. Karageorghis, R. Laffineur 
and W-D. Niemeier (eds.), Meletemata. Festschrift for Malcolm Wiener. 
Aegaeum 20.  Liège. 

  
----------.2000. “The Sculpture from the Sanctuary,” pp. 135-209, in Kommos IV. 
 
----------. 2004. “Religion at Minoan Kommos,” pp. 137-152, in L. D. Day, M. Mook, J. 

Muhly (eds.), Crete Beyond the Palaces. Proceedings of the Crete 2000 
Conference. Philadelphia.  
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---------- 2006a. “Plasters from the Monumental Minoan Buildings as Evidence for 

Painted Decoration, Architectural Appearance, and Archaeological Event,” pp. 
117-260 in Kommos V. 

 
---------- 2006b. “Plaster Offering Tables,” pp. 751-770 in Kommos V. 
 
---------- 2006c.. “Figurines and Figural Clay Attachments,” pp. 770-776 in Kommos V. 
 
Shay, C. T. and J.M. Shay, with K.A. Frego and J. Zwiazek. 1995. “The Modern Flora 

and Plant Remains from Bronze Age Deposits at Kommos,” pp. 91-162, in 
Kommos I(1). 

 
----------. 2000. “The Charcoal and Seeds from Iron Age Kommos,” pp. 647-668, in 

Kommos IV. 
 
Skon-Jedele, N. and M. Dabney 2000. “Scarabs,” p. 351, in Kommos IV. 
 
Van de Moortel, A. 1997. The Transition from the Protopalatial to the Neopalatial 

Society in South-Central Crete: A Ceramic Perspective (diss., Bryn Mawr 
College). 

 
----------  2001. “The Area Around the Kiln, and the Pottery from the Kiln and the Kiln 

Dump,” pp. 25-110, in J.W. Shaw , A. Van de Moortel, P. Day, and V. 
Kilikoglou. 2001. A LM IA Ceramic Kiln in South-Central Crete: Function and 
Pottery Production, Hesperia Supplement 30, Princeton. 

 
---------- 2006. “Minoan Pottery from the Southern Area,” “Middle Minoan IA and 

Protopalatial Pottery,” pp. 264-377 in Kommos V. 
 
Walker, A. 2000. “Coins,” pp. 340-341, in Kommos IV. 
 
Watrous, L. Vance. 1985. “Late Bronze Age Kommos: Imported Pottery as Evidence for 

Foreign Contact,” pp. 7-11, in  J.W. Shaw and M.C. Shaw (eds.). 1985. A Great 
Minoan Triangle in Southcentral Crete:  Kommos, Hagia Triadha, Phaistos, 
Scripta Mediterranea VI, Toronto. 

 
----------. 1989. “A preliminary report on imported ‘Italian’ wares from the Late Bronze 

Age site of Kommos on Crete,” Studi micenei ed egeo-anatolici XXVII: 69-79. 
 
Watrous, L. Vance, Peter M. Day and Richard Jones. 1998. “The Sardinian Pottery from 

the Late Bronze Age Site of Kommos in Crete: Description, Chemical and 
Petrographic Analyses, and Historical Context,” pp. 337-340, in M. Balmuth and 
R. Tykot (eds.), Sardinian and Aegean Chronology.  Studies in Sardinian 
Archaeology V. Oxford.  
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Whittaker, H. 1996. “Catalogue of Miscellaneous Finds: Stone Slabs with Depressions,” 
pp. 321-323, and “Block Vases,” pp. 323-324, in Kommos I(2). 

 
Wright, J.C. 1996. “The Central Hillside at Kommos, The Middle Minoan Period,” pp. 

140-199, in Kommos I(2). 
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3. Special Topics. Sometimes a listing of special topics can be useful. Some are listed 
alphabetically below.  
 
 
Archaeological History of the Kommos Site 
 
Shaw, J.W. 1995. Chapter 2, “The Exploration and Excavation of the Kommos Site,” in 

Kommos I (1), pp. 8-29. 
 
Shaw, J. W.. 1991. “North American Archaeological Work in Crete (1880-1990),” 

Expedition 32, pp.5-14. 
 
Shaw, J.W. and M. Shaw-Coutroubaki. 2000. “Κομμος.¨Η Θεση του στην προιστορικη 

και την ιστορικη εποχη,” pp. 64-110, in Α. Vasilakis (ed.) Η Μεσαρα μεσα απο τα 
μνημεια της. First Archaeological Meeting of the Mesara, 5,6,7 September 1996. 
Athens. 

 
Shaw, Maria. 1981. “Sir Arthur Evans at Kommos: A Cretan Village Remembers its 

Past,” Expedition 23, pp. 4-12. 
 
 
Architecture 
 
    Minoan 
  
Bianco, G. 2003. "Two Different Building Modules of Measurement at Kommos-A 

Neopalatial Module in Building T and a Postpalatial Module in Building P." 
Metron.  Measuring the Aegean Bronze Age. Proceedings of the 9th International 
Aegean Conference, New Haven, Yale University, 18-21 April 2002 (Eds. K. 
Foster and R. Laffineur), pp.415-419. Liège and Austin. 

 
Shaw, J.W.. 1983. “The Development of Minoan Orthostates,” AJA 87, pp. 213-216. 
 
----------. 1984. “A New Colonnade discovered at Kommos, Crete,” ROM Archaeological 

Newsletter II (2), May. 
 
----------. 1987. “A `Palatial' Stoa at Kommos,” in The Function of the Minoan Palaces, 

Proceedings of the Fourth International Symposium at the Swedish Institution in 
Athens 10-16 June 1984, (Robin Hägg and Nanno Marinatos, eds.), Stockholm: 
101-109 

 
----------. 1999. “A Tale of Three Bases. New Criteria for Dating Minoan Architectural 

Features,” pp. 761-767, in P. Betancourt, V. Karageorghis, R. Laffineur and W-D. 
Niemeier (eds.), Meletemata, Festschrift for Malcolm Wiener, Aegaeum 20. 
Liège. 
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---------- 2002. “The Minoan Palatial Establishment at Kommos. An Anatomy of its History, 
Function, and Interconnections,” pp. 99-110, in J. Driessen, I. Schoep, and R. Laffineur 
(eds.), Monuments of Minos. Rethinking the Minoan Palaces.  Aegaeum 23.  Liège.   

 
--------. 2003. “Palatial Proportions: A Study of the Relative Proportions between Minoan Palaces 

and their Settlements,” pp. 239-245, in R. Laffineur  and K. Foster (eds.), Metron.  
Measuring the Aegean Bronze Age. Aegaeum 24. Liège.  

 
----------2006.. “The Architecture and Stratigraphy of the Civic Buildings,” and “The 

History and Functions of the Monumental Minoan Buildings at Kommos,” pp. 1-
116, and 846-854 in Kommos V. 

  
Shaw,  M.C. 1999. “A Bronze Age Enigma: The 'U-Shaped' Motif in Aegean 

Architectural Representations,” pp. 769-779, in P. Betancourt, V. Karageorghis, 
R. Laffineur and W-D. Niemeier (eds.), Meletemata. Festschrift for Malcolm 
Wiener. Aegaeum 20.  Liège. 

 
----------. 1985. “Late Minoan I Building J/T, and Late Minoan III Buildings N and P at 

Kommos: their Nature and Possible Uses as Residences, Palaces and/or Emporia,” 
pp. 19-30, in J.W.Shaw and M.C. Shaw (eds.). 1985. A Great Minoan Triangle in 
Southcentral Crete:  Kommos, Hagia Triadha, Phaistos, Scripta Mediterranea 
VI, Toronto. 
 

    Greek 
 
Shaw, J.W. 2000. “The Architecture of the Temples and Other Buildings,” pp. 1-100, and 

“Ritual and Development in the Greek Sanctuary,” pp. 669-731 in Kommos IV. 
 
 
 
Conservation of Objects 
  
Sease, C. 1996. “Appendix 4.1.  Objects Conservation at Kommos,” pp. 326-328, in 

Kommos I(2). 
 
 
Fauna  
 
    Minoan 
 
Payne, S. 1995. “Appendix 5.1. The Small Mammals,” pp. 278-291, in Kommos I(1). 
 
Raumer, J.W.F., and S. Payne 1986. “Notes on the Soricidae (Insectovora, Mammalia) 

from Crete. II. The Shrew Remains from Minoan and Classical Kommos,” 
Bonner zoologische Beiträge 37, pp. 173-182. 

 
Reese, D. 1995. “The Minoan Fauna,” pp. 163-291, in Kommos I(1). 
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Rose, M.J. 1995. “The Fish Remains,” pp. 204-240, in Kommos I(1). 
 
Ruscillo, D. 2006. “Faunal Remains and Murex Dye Production,” pp. 776-840 in 

Kommos V. 
 
    Greek 
 
Reese, D., M.J. Rose and D. Ruscillo 2000. “The Iron Age Fauna,” pp. 415-646, in 

Kommos IV. 
 
---------- 2000. “Worked Astragali,” pp. 398-401, “Ostrich Eggshell,” pp. 401-403, and 

“Fossils,” pp. 403-407, in Kommos IV. 
 
Rose, M.J. 2000. “The Fish Remains,” pp. 495-560, in Kommos IV. 
 
 
Flora 
 
Shay, C. T. and J.M. Shay, with K.A. Frego and J. Zwiazek. 1995. “The Modern Flora 

and Plant Remains from Bronze Age Deposits at Kommos,” pp. 91-162, in 
Kommos I(1). 

 
----------. 2000. “The Charcoal and Seeds from Iron Age Kommos,” pp. 647-668, in 
Kommos IV 
  
 
Geology of the Kommos Area 
 
Gifford, J. 1995. “The Physical Geology of the Western Mesara and Kommos,” pp. 30-

90, in Kommos I(1). 
  
Parsons, M. 1995. “Soil and Land Use Studies at Kommos,” pp. 292-324, in Kommos 

I(1). 
 
 
Glass 
 
Hayes, J., “Glass Vessels,”  pp. 336-340 in Kommos IV. 
 
 
 
Harbors (see also Trade, below) 
 
 
Shaw, J. W.  1981. “Kommos:  The Southern Port of Entry into Central Crete,” ROM 

Archaeological Newsletter, N.S. No. 196, September. 
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---------- 1990. “Bronze Age Aegean Harborsides,” Thera and the Aegean World III (D. 

A. Hardy, ed.), Vol. I,  pp. 420-436.  
 
 
Human Skeletal Material 
 
Anderson, P. 2000. “A Human Skull from Kommos, Crete,” in Kommos IV,  pp. 407-414. 
 
 
 
Household Activities  
  
Shaw, J. W. 1996. Domestic Economy and Site Development,” pp. 379-400 (Chapter 6), 

in Kommos I(2). 
  
Shaw, M.C. 1990. “Late Minoan Hearths and Ovens at Kommos, Crete,” pp. 231-254, in 

P. Darcque and R. Treuil (eds.), L'habitat Égéen préhistorique. BCH Suppl. 19. 
Athens 

 
 
Houses (Minoan) 
  
McEnroe, J. 1996. “The Central Hillside at Kommos. The Late Minoan Period,” pp. 199-

235, in Kommos I(2). 
 
Nixon, L.F. 1996. “The Oblique House and the Southeast Rooms,” pp. 59-92, in Kommos 

I(2). 
  
Shaw, M.C. 1996. “Introduction,” “The North House and Peripheral Areas,” pp. 15-59, 

“The Southern Cliffside,” pp. 92-105, and “The House with the Press,” pp. 105-
138 in Kommos I(2). 

 
Wright, J.C. 1996. “The Central Hillside at Kommos, The Middle Minoan Period,” pp. 

140-199, in Kommos I(2). 
 
 
Inscriptions/Potmarks 
 
 
      Minoan 
 
Bennet, J. 1994. “Two New Marks on Bronze Age Pottery from Kommos,” Kadmos 33, 

pp.153-59. 
 
----------. 1996. “Catalogue of Miscellaneous Finds: Marks on Bronze Age Pottery from 

Kommos,” pp. 313-321, in Kommos I(2). 
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      Greek 
 
Callaghan, P.J., A. Johnston, J.W. Hayes and R. Jones.  2000. “The Iron Age Pottery 

from Kommos,” pp. 210-335, in  Kommos IV.  
 
Csapo, E. 1991. “An International Community of Traders in Late 8th-7th c. B.C. 

Kommos in Southern Crete,” ZPE 88, pp. 211-16. 
 
----------. 1993. “A Postscript to ‘An International Community of Traders in Late 8th-7th 

c. B.C. Kommos in Southern Crete’,” ZPE 96, pp. 235-36. 
 
Csapo, E., A.W. Johnston, and D. Geagan 2000. “The Iron Age Inscriptions,” pp. 101-

134, in Kommos IV. 
 
 
 
Jewellery 
 
      Minoan 
 
Dabney, M.K. 1996. “Jewellery and Seals” pp. 263-369, in Kommos I(2). . 
 
 
      Greek 
 
Dabney, M.K. 2000. “Jewellery,” pp. 341-350 in Kommos IV. 
 
Skon-Jedele,  N. J.  and M.K. Dabney 2000. “Scarabs,” p. 351, in Kommos IV. 
 
 
Loomweights and Spindle Whorls 
 
Dabney, M.K. 1996. “Ceramic Loomweights and Spindle Whorls,” pp. 244-262, in 

Kommos I(2). . 
 
---------- 2000. “Ceramic Loomweights and Spindle Whorls,” pp. 352-357 in Kommos IV. 
 
Shaw, JW. 2006. “Loomweights and Miscellaneous Clay Objects,” pp. 729-738 in 

Kommos V. 
 
 
Metals and Metalworking 
 
 
Blitzer, H. B. 1995. “Minoan Implements and Industries,” pp. 403-535, in Kommos I(1). 
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Rehder, J.E. 2000. “Ironworking in the Greek Sanctuary,” pp. 80-89, in Kommos IV. 
  
Schwab, K. 2000. “Bronze, Lead, and Bone Implements,” pp. 391-395, and “Bronze, 

Lead and Faience Vessels,” pp. 395-398, in Kommos IV. 
 
Shaw, J. W. 2006b.“ Metals and Metalworking,” pp. 716-729 in Kommos V. 
 
Shaw, J.W. and D. Harlan 2000. “Bronze and Iron Tools and Weapons,” pp. 363-373, in 

Kommos IV. 
 
 
Phoenicians 
 
Shaw, J.W. 1989. “Phoenicians in Southern Crete,” AJA 93, pp.165-183. 
 
----------. 1998. “Der phönizische Schrein in Kommos auf Kreta (ca. 800 v.Chr.),” Veröff 

Joachim Jungius-Ges. Wiss. Hamburg 87, pp. 93-104. Hans Niemeier Festschrift.
  
Plasters 
 
Shaw, M.C., 1996. “ Town Plasters,” pp. 303-313 in Kommos I(2). 
 
---------- 2006. “Plasters from the Monumental Minoan Buildings as Evidence for Painted 

Decoration, Architectural Appearance, and Archaeological Event,” pp. 117-260 in 
Kommos V. 

 
 
Pottery 
  
      Minoan 
 
 Pottery Composition 
 
Day, P. and V. Kilikoglou 2001. “Analysis of Ceramics from the Kiln,” pp. 111-134, in 

Shaw, J.W., A. Van de Moortel, P. Day, and V. Kilikoglou. 2001. A LM IA 
Ceramic Kiln in South-Central Crete: Function and Pottery Production, Hesperia 
Supplement 30, Princeton. 

 
Joyner, L. and P.M. Day, “The Kommos LM IA Kiln: Petrographic Fabric Descriptions,” 

pp. 139-155 in Shaw, J.W., A. Van de Moortel, P. Day, and V. Kilikoglou. 
2001. A LM IA Ceramic Kiln in South-Central Crete: Function and Pottery 
Production, Hesperia Supplement 30, Princeton.  

 
   
 Pottery Shape and Decoration 
 
See also Kommos II (Betancourt) and Kommos III (Watrous), above 
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Betancourt, P. 1980. Cooking Vessels from Minoan Kommos: A Preliminary Report, 

Institute of Archaeology, University of California, Los Angeles, Occasional Paper 
7. Los Angeles 

 
Rutter J, 2004. “Ceramic Sets in Context: One Dimension of Food Preparation and 

Consumption in a Minoan Palatial Setting,” in P. Halstead and J. Barrett (eds.), 
Food, Cuisine and Society in Prehistoric Greece, Sheffield Studies in Archaeology 
5., pp. 63-89. 

 
---------- 2006. “Minoan Pottery from the Southern Area,”” Neopalatial and Later Minoan 

Pottery,” pp. 377-630 in Kommos V. 
 
Shaw, J.W., A. Van de Moortel, P. Day, and V. Kilikoglou. 2001. A LM IA Ceramic Kiln 

in South-Central Crete: Function and Pottery Production, Hesperia Supplement 
30, Princeton. 

 
Van de Moortel, A. 1997. The Transition from the Protopalatial to the Neopalatial 

Society in South-Central Crete: A Ceramic Perspective (diss., Bryn Mawr 
College). Joyner, L. and P.M. Day, “The Kommos LM IA Kiln: Petrographic 
Fabric Descriptions,” pp. 139-155 in Shaw, J.W., A. Van de Moortel, P. Day, 
and V. Kilikoglou. 2001. A LM IA Ceramic Kiln in South-Central Crete: 
Function and Pottery Production, Hesperia Supplement 30, Princeton. 

 
---------- 2006. “Minoan Pottery from the Southern Area,””Middle Minoan IA and 

Protopalatial Pottery,” pp. 264-377 in Kommos V. 
 
  
      Greek and Roman 
 
  
Bikai, P.M. 2000. “The Phoenician Ceramics from the Greek Sanctuary,” pp. 302-321, in 

Kommos IV. 
 
Callaghan, P.J., A. Johnston, J.W. Hayes and R. Jones.  2000. “The Iron Age Pottery 

from Kommos,” pp. 210-335, in  Kommos IV.  
 
Hayes, J.W. 2000. “Roman Pottery from the Sanctuary,” pp. 312-320 “Roman Lamps 

from the Sanctuary,” pp. 320-330, and “Glass,” pp. 336-340, in Kommos IV. 
 
Johnston, A. 1992. “Anfore laconiche a Kommos.” In P. Pelagatti, ed., Lakonikà: 

ricerche e nuovi materiali di ceramica laconica (Supplement to BdA 64), Rome, 
pp.115-116.  

 
----------. 1993. “Pottery from Archaic Building Q at Kommos,” Hesperia 62, pp. 339-

382. 
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----------. 2000. “Building Z at Kommos, An Eighth Century B.C. Pottery Sequence,” 
Hesperia 69, pp. 189-226. 

 
Shaw, M.C. 1983. “Two Cups with Incised Decoration from Kommos, Crete,” American 

Journal of Archaeology 87, pp. 443-452. 
 
 
 
Preliminary Excavation Reports 
 
J. W. Shaw and M.C. Shaw,  1993. “Excavations at Kommos (Crete) 1991-1992,” 

Hesperia 62, pp. 129-190, with citations of earlier reports. 
 
 
 
Region of the Western Mesara 
 
----------. 1985. “A Great Minoan Triangle: The Changing Characters of Phaistos, Hagia 

Triadha, and Kommos during the Middle Minoan-Late Minoan III periods,” pp. 
31-34, in J.W. Shaw and Maria C. Shaw (eds.) 1985, A Great Minoan Triangle in 
Southcentral Crete:  Kommos, Hagia Triadha, Phaistos, Scripta Mediterranea 
VI, Toronto. 

 
Hope Simpson, R. et al. 1995. “ The Archaeological Survey of the Kommos Area,” pp. 

325-402 in Kommos I(1). 
 
La Rosa, V. 1985. “Preliminary Considerations on the Problem of the Relationship 

between Phaistos and Hagia Triadha,” pp. 45-54, in Shaw, J.W. and M.C. Shaw 
(eds.). 1985. A Great Minoan Triangle in Southcentral Crete:  Kommos, Hagia 
Triadha, Phaistos, Scripta Mediterranea VI, Toronto. 

 
Rutter, J. 1999. “Cretan External Relations during LM IIIA2-B (ca. 1370-1200 B.C.): A 

View from the Mesara,” in The Point Iria Wreck: Interconnections in the 
Mediterranean ca. 1200 BC (W. Phelps et al., eds.), Athens, pp. 139-186. 

 
Watrous, L.V., et al., 1993.  “A Survey of the Western Mesara Plain in Crete: Preliminary 

Report on the 1984-1987 Field Seasons,” Hesperia 62, pp. 191-248. 
 
Watrous, L.V., D. Hadzi-Vallianou, and H. Blitzer 2004. The Plain of Phaistos: Cycles of 

Social Complexity in the Mesara Region of Crete, Los Angeles. 
 
 
 
Religion 
 
      Minoan 
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Shaw, M.C. 2004. “Religion at Minoan Kommos,” pp. 137-152, in L. D. Day, M. Mook, 
J. Muhly (eds.), Crete Beyond the Palaces. Proceedings of the Crete 2000 
Conference. Philadelphia.  

 
---------- 2006. “Plaster Offering Tables,” pp. 751-770 in Kommos V. 
 
      Greek 
 
Shaw, J.W. 2000. “Pilgrims at the Greek Sanctuary at Kommos,” Πεπραγμένα του Η’ 

Διεθνούς Κρητολογικού Συνεδρίου, ‘Ηράκλειο, 1996: Volume A3, pp. 219-226. 
 
---------- 2000. “Ritual and Development in the Greek Sanctuary,” pp. 669-731 in 

Kommos IV 
 
 
Sculpture 
 
      Minoan 
 
Shaw, M.C. 1996. “Terracotta Sculpture,” pp. 282-302 in Kommos I(2). 
 
----------. 2006. “Figurines and Figural Appliques,” pp. 770-776 in Kommos V. 
 
 
      Greek 
 
Shaw, M.C. 1987. “A Bronze Figurine of a Man from the Sanctuary at Kommos, Crete,” 

in Eilapine, Festschrift for Professor N. Platon, Herakleion, Crete, pp. 371-382. 
 
----------.2000. “The Sculpture from the Sanctuary,” pp. 135-209, in Kommos IV. 

 
 

 
 
Shipsheds 
 
 
Shaw, M.C. 1985. “Late Minoan I Building J/T, and Late Minoan III Buildings N and P 

at Kommos: their Nature and Possible Uses as Residences, Palaces and/or 
Emporia,” pp. 19-30, in J.W. Shaw and M.C. Shaw (eds.). 1985. A Great Minoan 
Triangle in Southcentral Crete:  Kommos, Hagia Triadha, Phaistos, Scripta 
Mediterranea VI, Toronto. 

 
Shaw, J.W. and M.C. Shaw, 1999. “A Proposal for Bronze Age Aegean Ship-sheds in 

Crete,” pp. 369-382, in H. Tzalas (ed.), Tropis V, 1999, 5th International 
Symposium on Ship Construction in Antiquity.  Athens. 
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Stone Vessels 
  
Schwab, K.A. 1996. “Catalogue of Miscellaneous Finds: Stone Vessels,” pp. 271-282, in 

Kommos I(2). 
 
 
Tools (Bronze, Iron, Stone) 
 
Blitzer, H. B. 1995. “Minoan Implements and Industries,” pp. 403-535, in Kommos I(1). 
 
Shaw, J. W., “Artifacts of Stone,” pp. 739-751 in Kommos V. 
 
 
 
Trade Relations/The Sea  (See also Harbors, above) 
 
 Anchors 
 
Shaw, J. W. 1983. “Stone Weight Anchors from Kommos, Crete,” International Journal 

of Nautical Archaeology  pp. 91-100. 
  
-----------. 1995. “Two Three-holed Stone Anchors from Kommos, Crete: their Context, 

Type, and Origin,” International Journal of Nautical Archaeology 24, pp. 279-
291. 

 
Trade 

  
----------. 1998. “Kommos in Southern Crete: an Aegean Barometer for East-West 

Interconnections,” pp. 13-27, in Karageorghis, V. and N. Stampolidis (eds.), 
Eastern Mediterranean: Cyprus-Dodecanese-Crete, 16th-6th cent. B.C.  Athens.   

 
----------.2004. “Kommos: the Sea-Gate to Southern Crete,” pp. 43-52, in L.D. Day, M. 

Mook, J. Muhly (eds.), Crete Beyond the Palaces, Proceedings of the Crete 2000 
Conference. Philadelphia. 

 
 
 Foreign Pottery 
 
        Minoan 
 
Russell, P. J. 1985. “A Middle Cypriote Jug from Kommos, Crete,” in P. Betancourt 

(ed.), Temple University Aegean Symposium 10. Philadelphia, 42-50. 
 
Rutter, J. 1999. “Cretan External Relations during LM IIIA2-B (ca. 1370-1200 B.C.): A 

View from the Mesara,” in The Point Iria Wreck: Interconnections in the 
Mediterranean ca. 1200 BC (W. Phelps et al., eds.), Athens, pp. 139-186. 
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---------- 2000. “The Short-Necked Amphora of the Post-Palatial Mesara,” Eighth 

International Cretological Congress, Herakleion 9-14 September 1996, pp. 177-
188. 

 
----------- 2004. “Off-island imports to Kommos, Crete: New discoveries and 

identifications; old problems unresolved,” BICS 47, pp. 189-190. 
 
---------- 2006. “Ceramic imports of the Neopalatial Bronze Age eras and later,” pp. 646-

688 in Kommos V. 
 
Van de Moortel, A. “Ceramic Imports of the Protopalatial Era,” pp. 630-646 in Kommos 

V. 
 
Watrous, L. Vance. 1985. “Late Bronze Age Kommos: Imported Pottery as Evidence for 

Foreign Contact,” pp. 7-11, in  J.W. Shaw and M.C. Shaw (eds.). 1985. A Great 
Minoan Triangle in Southcentral Crete:  Kommos, Hagia Triadha, Phaistos, 
Scripta Mediterranea VI, Toronto. 

 
----------. 1989. “A preliminary report on imported ‘Italian’ wares from the Late Bronze 

Age site of Kommos on Crete,” Studi micenei ed egeo-anatolici XXVII: 69-79. 
 
----------. 1992. Kommos III. The Late Bronze Age Pottery. Princeton. 
 
Watrous, L. Vance, Peter M. Day and Richard Jones. 1998. “The Sardinian Pottery from 

the Late Bronze Age Site of Kommos in Crete: Description, Chemical and 
Petrographic Analyses, and Historical Context,” pp. 337-340, in M. Balmuth and 
R. Tykot (eds.), Sardinian and Aegean Chronology.  Studies in Sardinian 
Archaeology V. Oxford.  

 
 
 
 
      Greek 
 
Johnston, A. 1992. “Anfore laconiche a Kommos.” In P. Pelagatti, ed., Lakonikà: 

ricerche e nuovi materiali di ceramica laconica (Supplement to BdA 64), Rome, 
pp.115-116.  

 
----------. 1993. “Pottery from Archaic Building Q at Kommos,” Hesperia 62, pp. 339-

382. 
  
Johnston, A.W. and T. de Domingo. 1997. “Trade between Kommos, Crete and East 

Greece: a Petrographic Study of Archaic Transport Amphorae.” In A. Sinclair, et 
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Application of Scientific Techniques to the Study of Archaeology, Liverpool, July 
1995). Oxford, pp. 62-68. 
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4. General Works about Bronze Age and Classical Crete 

For the Minoan period books by Betancourt (pottery), Graham (architecture), and Hood 

(history and culture) are recommended. Handbooks of the Greek sites and material culture 

remain to be written, but there is a general book on Roman Crete, including the Mesara area, 

by Sanders, and Willett's book on Cretan religion and culture remains invaluable. Specific 

archaeological sites in the Mesara excavated by The Italian School of Archaeology in 

Athens are to be found discussed in Creta Antica and Pernier and Banti's guide to the Italian 

excavations. For Phaistos the reader should consult the recent detailed reports by Levi, and 

for Hagia Triada those by Halbherr, Banti, and La Rosa in the Annuario della Scuola 

Archaeologica di Atene. For the Western Mesara Plain, the basic treatment is now 

Watrous’s The Plain of Phaistos. The guide to Crete by Spanakis is highly recommended. 
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