ROMANIZATION SYSTEM FOR KHMER (CAMBODIAN)
BGN/PCGN 1972 System

This system is based on the modified 1959 Service Géographique Khmere (SGK)
system. There are a small number of distinctions between the systems, which are listed at
the end of this system.

While most Cambodian toponyms consist of Khmer lexical items, word division
is not generally indicated, and Khmer diacritical marks are often omitted. Reference
sources should be consulted in cases of uncertainty.

CONSONANT CHARACTERS
and SUBSCRIPT CONSONANT FORMS

When a Khmer graphic cluster contains two consecutive consonants, the second is
generally written below the base character in a special subscript form, sometimes called a
“foot”. Most base consonant characters have a corresponding subscript form. The list
below shows the consonant characters and, in the right-hand columns, the form of each
consonant when it appears as a “foot”.

Consonant Characters ‘ Consonant “Feet” Romanization
a series O series ‘ ‘ a series O series
4 G X g % ch
5 X} N 4 chh
6 m g nh
7 X 4 d
(2] >3
8 16) (¥N] o th
9 U ] Q g th
11 & ¢ it g t




Consonant Characters Consonant “Feet” Romanization

a series 0 series a series 0 series

13 0 o p
14 X b g g ph
15 %] g m
" W 4 y
17 i o1 r

18 Al 98] G I

19 § g Vv
20 28] o S
21 18] & h
22 H 4 4

There is no subscript form for the character §j, which is romanized 1. The
subscript forms ¢ and ¢ usually represent the characters i (d) and I3 (th), respectively,
rather than # (t) and U (th): A — kdei, Ai 1t — kanthéay, but ﬁLS U1 — Kéntrab.

(2] A 2]

[This last example employs 2 subscript characters on a single base consonant
character. In such cases, the base consonant character is romanized first, followed by the
character below the base, and then the character to the side.] Consultation of a reference
source may sometimes be necessary to establish which consonant character is represented

by the subscript form.

The subscript form usually determines the series of the vocalic nucleus that

follows: e.g. 211 — khpodng and fij — I’4. The base consonant character determines the

vocalic series only if the subscript form is a “weak” consonant (either a nasal consonant
character (4, (M, AN, §, 5 — ng, nh, n, n, m) or one of the following consonant

characters tJ, i, PU, § — y, r, L, v), and the base consonant character is not one of these

‘weak’ consonants: e.g. j — thma.




VOWEL CHARACTERS

The Roman-script vowel letters in the & series columns follow a romanized
syllable-initial consonant letter or consonant letter plus subscript form (represented by )

o

of that series: i — ka, {11 — kra. The Roman-script vowel letters in the 6 series

columns follow a romanized syllable-initial ©: of that series: #i — ko, {11 — kréa. Eight

vowel characters are not differentiated as to series and may, therefore, follow a

romanized syllable-initial : of either series: in — ke, 5 — ke, f’[ﬁ — kré. A Khmer ::

in syllable-final position, not accompanied by a vowel character or by d, should

generally be romanized without a vowel letter following: fifi — kék, H{} — ’angk.

Independent Dependent
Characters Characters
F 1 Normal Shortened
a series 0 series a series 0 series

3 8|8 o & i
4 Nj | ei o ei [
5 o o o3
6 o (o 2] e
7 g |6,0° & 0 u
8 . o] u
9 . ud ud
10 1e aeu eu
11 [j cea cea
12 1) i& i&
13 be é é
14 | R é | I é é
15| g ai i ai ey




Independent Dependent
Characters Characters
Normal Shortened
a series 0 series a series 0 series
16| 3(6)| a6 | N ad ol
17| B au bl au ou
18 P2 au
19| g rod
20 U ree
21 y o3
22 3} loe
VOWEL CHARACTERS WITH ANUSVARA OR VISARGA
a series ‘ 0 series a series 0 series
1 q om um 5 o8 6h th
2 am um 6 e éh éh
3 A am 5am 7 | o adh 8ah
4 ‘e ah eah 8 ot ang eang
DIACRITICAL MARKS
1 720 4 56
2 23 5 &
3 05 6 58
NUMERALS
0 9 Gl m G d 9 yl K] &
0 1 2 4 5 6 8 9




NOTES

The symbol ¢ represents any Khmer consonant character or consonant
character plus “foot”. The symbol — means “is romanized”.

The Khmer diacritical mark 7 written above ¢ of the 4 series, except U (b,p)
and 01 (ba), changes it to the 6 series: iTil — héang (see also Note 3). The

diacritical mark © written above © of the  series changes it to the a series

m"ii’l — nhang. (These marks are frequently omitted in Khmer writing,

particularly in words of Indic provenance.)
The combination U plus is written G1 — ba. The latter character is a
graphic device designed to prevent confusion with U1 — ha. The characters

U and 0 with the diacritical mark ¢ are romanized as p in the & series, rather

than as b in the & series: Ul — pang. The characters U and 1 when

accompanied by a subscript form are also romanized as p in the a series,

although the Khmer diacritical mark is generally omitted: idgifl — pléng, U -
p’a, mej — prab.

The a series consonant character H is romanized by means of an apostrophe

1>

() inf — k'ek, G[iﬁ]‘ﬁ — chang’iét, 110U — r6’él, § — ’vei. In word-
H H J
initial position before a vowel letter, however, the apostrophe is optional: H}il

— ’ang or ang.

The diacritical mark appears only in two combinations: :: (example: UH
— bat) and ¢1::. The diacritical mark 5 appears only in the combination
2. ~ - 9 : )

7:7:. In the 4 series, both <71 and i {: are romanized &: GIfi — chik, Gf -

chak. In the 6 series, both are romanized ea when followed by k, ng, or h;
otherwise they are romanized oa: iMmA — ropeak, ¥5 — moit, i?ig —
veangk, ﬁg — phoapv.

The combination © is romanized rC, where C represents any romanized
Khmer consonant character: [ii — thérm.

The diacritical mark < in syllable-initial position should not be romanized: U

— si, piRIEU — sasas. In syllable-final position ‘, indicates that the



consonant is vowelled, i.e., followed by a in the a series or by 6 in the 0 series:
0N — tamna, NS — pomé.
The diacritical mark <, which appears above characters that are not

pronounced, should not be romanized: U ﬂﬂj — bony, [N — poiithi, i
— phumi.
The independent character & is romanized 6 or ii. Consult a reference source

in case of uncertainty.

The BGN/PCGN system differs from that of the 1959 Service Géographique Khmeére
(SGK) system in the following respects. In the BGN/PCGN system:

1.

A w0 D

o

The characters U, U, f], f] are romanized ree, ree, 1ce, lce, respectively.
The graphic cluster U] is romanized hv.

The “foot” I is romanized d or t.

The graphic combinations 11 {: and “1% are romanized ed when followed by k, ng,
or h; otherwise, they are romanized oa.

The independent character & is romanized 0 or U.
Diacritical marks and numerals have been added.

Notes, which are essential to the application of the system, have been provided.



