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No. 444: June 15 

 

NHK news regarding status of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power station 
yesterday and today. 

 

(Fukushima NPP Site) 

●High radiation one floor above reactor 
 

 

(Other news) 

●Shareholders criticize TEPCO for ignoring warning 

●Japan Govt. likely to OK reactor restart 

●Nuclear power dependence down to 10.7% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have been reporting a status of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power station by 
summarizing news aired by NHK, which is Japanese national broadcasting company. 
We regard it as most credible news among many news sources and we are happy to say 
that NHK’s English website has gotten enriched and now you can see movies and 
English scripts at http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/society.html.  
Given this situation, we decide to simply place these scripts as it is for the record in case 
that it will be deleted from the website later, rather than summarizing news as we did. 



 

 2

●High radiation one floor above reactor 

Tokyo Electric Power Company says it has detected extremely high levels of 
radiation on a floor just above the No. 2 reactor at the crippled Fukushima 
nuclear plant. 
TEPCO sent a robot into the reactor building on Wednesday to take video images 
and radiation measurements. 
The company said a reading of 880 millisieverts per hour of radiation was 
detected on the fifth floor, which is 4.5 meters above the reactor containment 
vessel. 
TEPCO suspects radioactive substances leaked from the No. 2 reactor moved 
through the location. 
The company said after analyzing the images taken by the robot it could not find 
the exact route the radioactive substances traveled. TEPCO added no major 
damage was found on the floor. 
During the Fukushima nuclear accident the No. 2 reactor is believed to have 
released the largest amount of radioactive substances. But the overall route they 
took has not been determined. 
TEPCO needs to find and repair the damaged parts of the reactor to recover 
melted nuclear fuel before starting to decommission the reactor. But it says high 
radiation often stops workers from entering the building. This scenario means it 
will take a long time to find the problems in the containment vessel. 
Jun. 14, 2012 - Updated 21:18 UTC (06:18 JST) 
 
 

●Shareholders criticize TEPCO for ignoring warning 

A group of shareholders of Tokyo Electric Power Company have criticized the 
utility for having ignored experts' warnings of a possible earthquake and tsunami 
around the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant. 
The group of 42 shareholders made the accusation in the opening of a negligence 
suit against 27 former and current presidents and chairmen of TEPCO, at the 
Tokyo District Court on Thursday. 
The 27 have held the executive posts since 2002 when a government panel 
warned that a huge earthquake could occur around the Fukushima plant. 
The plaintiffs argue that the nuclear accident occurred because the utility failed 
to take necessary safety measures to protect the plant from a powerful earthquake 
and tsunami. 
The group demands that the former and current executives pay the company 5.5 
trillion yen, or about 70 billion dollars, in damages over the Fukushima nuclear 
crisis. 
The TEPCO executives said that they took necessary measures, following the 
government's safety standards. 
One shareholder who has evacuated from Fukushima Prefecture since the 
accident said that the executives should bear grave responsibility for having 
ignored warnings from experts over many years. 
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The plaintiffs aim to ask the executives to testify before the court to clarify who 
is really responsible for the accident. 
TEPCO stressed that nuclear power plants should continue to play a role in 
contemporary Japan. 
Representing the plaintiffs, Tetsuo Horie told reporters what the utility says is not 
acceptable when an investigation into the cause of the accident has not yet been 
completed. 
Jun. 14, 2012 - Updated 09:10 UTC (18:10 JST) 
 
 

●Japan Govt. likely to OK reactor restart 

Japan's government is expected to officially decide on Saturday to restart 2 
nuclear reactors in Fukui Prefecture facing the Sea of Japan. 
The 2 are among all 50 nuclear reactors suspended in Japan following the 
Fukushima nuclear disaster in March 2011. 
On Thursday, Mayor Shinobu Tokioka of Ohi Town told the municipal assembly 
that he has decided to accept the central government's call to restart the reactors. 
Later, he met Governor Issei Nishikawa of Fukui Prefecture to convey his 
decision. 
Tokioka cited Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda's appeal for the restart to meet 
energy demand and the assessment of a nuclear safety panel set up by the 
prefecture. 
Governor Nishikawa told the mayor that he will make his own decision based on 
the will of the town and the prefectural assembly. 
In a meeting on Thursday, the assembly effectively left the decision up to the 
governor. 
Nishikawa says he will convey his decision to the central government and then 
hold a news conference to explain and seek support from local residents. 
Jun. 14, 2012 - Updated 10:30 UTC (19:30 JST) 
 
 

●Nuclear power dependence down to 10.7% 

Japan's nuclear power industry met less of the country's electricity needs last 
fiscal year than any year since 1977. 
The Federation of Electric Power Companies says in the fiscal year that ended in 
March, the nation's reliance on nuclear power generation fell to 10.7 percent, 
down 18 points from the previous year. This was the lowest since 1977, when 
Japan had only 14 nuclear reactors. 
The record low rate was due to the effects of the nuclear accident at the 
Fukushima Daiichi power plant. 
The federation says Japan's total power output was 955 billion kilowatt-hours last 
fiscal year, about 5 percent lower than a year earlier, as nuclear reactors across 
Japan gradually went idle after the Fukushima accident. 
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Instead, thermal power generation increased drastically. 
Specifically, 39.5 percent of last year's output was fueled by liquefied natural gas, 
up about 10 points from the previous year. 
Heavy reliance on thermal power generation will likely continue as currently, all 
50 nuclear reactors in Japan are offline. 
The government plans to restart 2 nuclear reactors at the Ohi power plant in 
Fukui Prefecture as early as this week, after obtaining approval from local 
communities. 
Japanese power utilities are struggling to cut higher energy costs and an increase 
in greenhouse gas emissions. 
Jun. 14, 2012 - Updated 02:32 UTC (11:32 JST) 
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