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No. 374: 12:00, March 15 
 

NHK news regarding status of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power station 
yesterday and today. 
 
(Fukushima NPP Site) 

●Radiation high near suppression chambers 

 

 

(Other news) 

●Noda seeks local support for reactor restart 

●IAEA concerned about aging nuclear plants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have been reporting a status of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power station by 
summarizing news aired by NHK, which is Japanese national broadcasting company. 
We regard it as most credible news among many news sources and we are happy to say 
that NHK’s English website has gotten enriched and now you can see movies and 
English scripts at http://www3.nhk.or.jp/daily/english/society.html.  
Given this situation, we decide to simply place these scripts as it is for the record in case 
that it will be deleted from the website later, rather than summarizing news as we did. 
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●Radiation high near suppression chambers 

High levels of radiation have been detected near suppression chambers of 2 of 
the reactors at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant. 
The radiation levels are too high for workers to continue inspections. 
Decommissioning the plant's crippled reactors involves filling the reactors and 
their containment vessels with water and extracting melted fuel. 
To do this, workers must pinpoint and repair damage to the containment vessels 
and the suppression chambers. 
On Wednesday, for the first time since the accident a year ago, Tokyo Electric 
Power Company sent workers to the basement of the No.2 and No.3 reactor 
buildings to examine the suppression chambers. A total of 6 employees entered. 
At the No.2 reactor building, workers opened the door to the suppression 
chamber and detected a maximum radiation of 160 millisieverts per hour. 
The door to the chamber at the No.3 reactor had been damaged and could not be 
opened. The maximum radiation outside the door was 75 millisieverts per hour. 
Tokyo Electric says robots are needed for future inspections because the radiation 
levels at the 2 reactors are too high for workers to carry out repairs. 
Thursday, March 15, 2012 09:56 +0900 (JST) 
 

●Noda seeks local support for reactor restart 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda has pledged to seek public support for restarting 
nuclear reactors in the country after the Fukushima nuclear plant accident last 
March. 
Japan's Nuclear Safety Commission will soon announce results of its review of 
stress tests on the 2 halted reactors at the Ohi nuclear plant in central Japan. 
Speaking in the Diet on Wednesday Noda said restarting the Ohi reactors 
depends on whether the government can convince local residents that it is safe to 
do so. 
All of Japan's 54 nuclear reactors will be in shutdown mode by late April when 
the last two go offline for regular inspection. 
Wednesday, March 14, 2012 15:57 +0900 (JST) 
 

●IAEA concerned about aging nuclear plants 

The International Atomic Energy Agency says it's concerned about the safety of 
the world's nuclear power plants as 80 percent are more than 20 years old. 
The UN nuclear watchdog sent a draft of its annual report to member countries. 
The final report will be made public at its general assembly in September. 
The draft says 80 percent of the 435 facilities in operation were more than 2 
decades old at the end of last year. 
Forty-three percent are between 20 and 29 years old. Thirty-two percent are 30 to 
39 years old, and 5 percent are older than 40 years. 
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IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano said nuclear power should remain a major 
energy resource as long as safety of facilities is strictly monitored. 
The agency wants cooperation from member countries to examine their nuclear 
plants in a bid to reinforce safety standards. 
Thursday, March 15, 2012 01:44 +0900 (JST) 
 
END 


