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l .  Name o f  Proper ty

histor ic  name Grand Armv of  the Republ ic  (G.A.R.)  Mcmor ia l  Hal l

o ther  names/s i te  number NeHBS # 0T06: ,4-042

2 .  L o c a t i o n

street  & number 908 ls t  Corso

code  131 z ip  code

no t  fo r  pub l i ca t ion  In /a ]

v ic in i r .y  [n /a]

68410

ci ty  or  town

state Nebraska code NE coun ty Otoe

3.  S ta te /Federa l  Agency  Cer t i f i ca t ion

As lhc designated authoriry under the National Historic Pres€rvation Acr of 1986, as amc ded, I  hercby cerl i fy that this {xl  nomination []requesl
for determination of el igibi l i ty mects the docunrcntat ion standards for registering propert ies in lhe National Register of Historic Places and meets
lhe procedural and professiolal requirements set forrh in 36 CFR Parl 60. In my opinion, the propcrty [x] meels [ ]dcrs not meel the National
Regislcr Criteria. I  recommend lhat this propcrty be considered signif icant nnational ly [x] slatewide U local ly. ( [ ]  See continuation sheet for
a d { i t i o n a l  c o m m e n t s . )

J a n u a r v  1 1 ,  1 9 9 4
D a t eS igha tu re  o f  ce r t y rng i c i a  l

Director .  Nebraska State Histor ica l  Societv
Sta te  o r  Federa l  agency  and  bu reau

In my opinion, the property [ ]mcets []docs nol meel lhc i_ational Regisler cr i tcr ia. ( l  lSce continuation shect for addi l ional commenls.)

Signat ure of  cert  i fy ing of f ic ia l  /T i t  le D a t e

S ta te  o r  Federa l  agency  and  bu reau

4,  Nat iona l  Park  Serv ice  Cer t i f i ca t ion

I ,  hereby cer t i fy  that  th is  proper ty  is :

[  ]  entered in  the Nat iona l  Regis ter .

[  ]See cont inuat ion sheet .

I  J  determined e l ig ib le  for  the
National Register

[  ]  See  con t inua t ion

I  determined not  e l ig ib le for

Nat ional  Register .

I  removed f rom the Nat ional

sheet.

t h e

Register.

I  o ther ,  (exp la in) :
Signature of Keeper Date o f  Act ion



( i . A . R .  M c n r o r i a l  H a l l O t o c  C o u r t t t ' .  N c t r r a s k a
C o u n l l '  a n d  . S t r t t cNanrc  o f  I ) ropc r l y

5 .  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

Ownersh ip  o f  Proper ty
( C h c c k  a s  n r a n y  b o x e s  a s  a p p l y )

pr i va te
publ ic  -  local
pub l i c  -S ta te
publ ic  -  Federa l

Category of  Property
(Check  on ly  one  box )

Ix ]  bu i ld ing(s)
d is t r i c t
si te
st ructu re
object

Number  o f  Resources  rv i th in  Proper ty
( D o  n o t  i n c l u d e  p r e v i o u s l y  l i s t e d  r c s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t . )

Cont r ibu t ing
1

Noncon t r ibu t ing[* l
b u i l d i n g s
si tes
s t ruc tu res
objects
Total

Name of  re lated mul t ip le  proper ty  l is t ing
(En te r  "N /A"  i f  p roper t y  i s  no t  pa r t  o f  a  mu l t i p le  P roPer ty  l i s t i ng . )

N / A

Number of  contr ibut ing resources
in the Nat ional  Register

N / A

previously  l is ted

6 .  F u n c t i o n  o r  U s e

His to r ic  Func t ions
(En te r  ca tegor ies  f rom ins t  ruc t  i ons )

S o c i a l / m e e t i n g  h a l l

Cur ren t  Func t ions
(En te r  ca tegor ies  f ron t  i ns t ruc t  i ons )

V a c a n t / n o t  i n  u s e

Archi tectura l  Class i f icat ion
(Enter categor ies f rom inst  ruct ions)

R i c h a r d s o n i a n  R o m a n e s q u e

Mater ia ls
(En te r  ca tegor ies  f rom ins t ruc t i ons )

f ounda t ion  Br i ck
wa l l s  B r i ck /s tucco

roof  Asphal t
other  Meta l

Narrat ive Descr ipt ion
(Desc r ibe  the  h i s to r i c  and  cu r ren t  cond i t i on  o f  the  p roper t y  on  one  o r  n lo re  con t inua t ion  shee ts . )
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8 .  S t a t e m e n t  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e

A p p l i c a b l e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  C r i t e r i a
( \ l a r k ' x "  i n  o n e  o r  m o r c  b o x e s  f o r  t h c  c r i t e r i a  q u a l i f y i n g  t h c  p r o p e r r y

fo r  Na t iona l  Rcg is te r  l i s t i ng )

A r e a s  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e
(En tc r  ca tcgor i cs  f rom ins t  ruc t  i ons )

Soc ia l  H is to rv
[*l

I I

[*l

A ProperLy is  associated wi th cvents
made a  s ign i f i can t  con t r ibu t ion  to
pa t tc rns  o f  ou r  h i s to ry .

tha t  have
the  broad

A rch i  t cc l .  u  re

Proper ty  is  associatcd wi th the l ives of
persons s igni f icant  in  our  past .

Proper ty  embodies the d is t inct ive
character is t ics of  a  type,  per iod,  or  method
of  construct ion or  represents the work of  a
master ,  or  possesses h igh ar t is t ic  va lues,  or
represen ts  a  s ign i f i can t  and  d is t ingu ishab le
en t i t y  whose  componen ts  lack  ind iv idua l
d is t inc t ion .

t  I  D  Proper ty  has  y ie lded ,  o r  i s  l i ke ly  to  y ie ld
informat ion important  in  prehis tory or
h is tory.

Cr i ter ia  Considerat ions
( l t {a rk  ' x '  i n  a l l  t he  boxes  tha t  app ly . )

Proper ty  is :

t  I  A owned by u re l ig ious inst i tu t ion or  used for
re l ig ious purposes.

B

C

Per iod  o f  S ign i f i cance

r894-1932

S i g n i f i c a n t  D a t e s

r894 -  1895

Sign i f i can t  Person
(Comp le te  i f  C r i t e r i on  B  i s  marked  above)

N / A

il
t1
t1
I1
t1
I1

B removed f rom i ts  or ig inal  locat ion.

C a b i r thp lace or  a grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed bui ld ing,  object ,  or  s t ructure.

F a commemorat ive proper ty .

G less than 50 years of  age or  achieved
signi f icance wi th in the past  50 years.

Cul tu ra l  A f f i l i a t ion

N / A

Arch i tec t /  Bu i lde r

Fisher .  Georse Lee
Lawr ie ,  Har ry

Narra t ive  Sta tement  o f
(Exp la in  t  he  s ign i f i cance  o f  the

Sign i f i cance
proper ty  on  one  o r  more  con t inua t ion  shee ts . )

9.  Ma jor  B ib l iograph ica l  References

Bibl iography
(C i te  the  books ,  a r t i c les ,  and  o the r  sou rces  used  in  p repar ing  th i s  fo rm on  one  o r  more  con t inua t ion  shee ts . )

Prev ious  documenta t ion  on  f i le  (NPS) : Pr imary  Locat ion  o f  Add i t iona l  Data :
pre l im inary  de te rmina t ion  o f  i nd iv idua l  l i s t i ng

(36 CFR 67)  has been requested.
prev iously  l is ted in  the Nat ional  Register
prev iously  determined e l ig ib le by the Nat ional

Register
designated a Nat ional  His tor ic  Landmark
recorded by Histor ic  Amer ican Bui ld ings Survey

#
recorded by Histor ic  Amer ican Engineer ing

Record #

x ]  S ta te  H is to r ic  Preserva t ion  Of f i ce

]  Other  S ta te  agency

]  Federa l  agency

]  Loca l  government

]  Un ivers i ty

t  1 Other
Name of reposi tory:



( i . A . R .  M c n r o r i a l  H e l l O t u c  C o u n t v .  N c b r a s k a
C o u n t y  a r r d  S t a t eNa lnc  o f  I ' r opc r t y

1 0 .  G e o g r a p h i c a l  D a t a

Acreage of  Propert l ' Less  than one acre .

UTM Refe rences  (P lace  add i t i ona l

Zone  Eas t ing  Nor th ing
1 .  15  258545  4506500
2 .

UTM re fe rences  on  a  con t inua t ion  shec t )

Zone East ing North ing
3 .
4 .

[  ]  See  con t inua t ion  shee t .

Verba l  Boundary  Descr ip t ion
( D e s c r i b e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  p r o p c r t y  o n  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t . )

Boundary  Jus t i f i ca t ion
( E x p l a i n  w h y  t h c  b o u n d a r i e s  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  o n  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t . )

11.  Form Prepared By

name/t i t le  Greg l t l i l ler ,  Preservat ion Histor ian

organ lza t lon Nebraska State Histor ica l  Societv

st reet  & number 1500 R Street

c r t v  o r  town L i n c o l n

telephone (402\ 471,-4775

date November 1993

state NE zip code 68501

Addi t iona l  Documenta t ion

Submi t  the  fo l l ow ing  i t ems  w i th  the  comp le ted  fo rm:

Cont inuat ion Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute ser ies) indicat ing the property 's locat ion.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representat ive b lack and whi te photographs of  the proper ty .

Addi t ional  i tems
( C h e c k  w i t h  t h e  S H P O  o r  F P O  f o r  a n y  a d d i r i o n a l  i t e m s )

Proper ty  Owner

(Comp le te  th i s  i t em a t  the  reques t  o f  t he  SHPO or  FPO. )

name Ronald Kruger

st reet  & number P.O.  Box 63 te lephone G02\ 944 -2577

ci ty  or  town Ash land state NE zip code 68003

PeFrsort Reductiotr Act St.tcdent: This information is being collecled for applications lo the National Rcgister of Historic Places to nominatc
propert ics for l ist ing or dcrermine el igibi l i ty for l ist ing, lo l ist properl ies, .nd to amcnd €xist ing l ist ings. Rcsponse to this request is requircd to obtait
a bcnefi t  in accordancc s-i th rhc National Historic Pres€rvarion Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.470 ct scq.).
Bstidatcd Burdct Statc.Iclt: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including thc time for reviewiog
instructions, gathcring and mainlaining data, and completir lg and reviewing the form. Dircct comments rcgarding this burden esl imate or any aspcct
of this fo.m to thc Chicf, Adminislrativc S€rvices Division, National Park Service, P.O.Bor.37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127|, ^nd thc Officc of
Managemcnt and Budgcr. Papcrwork Rcductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Descr ip t ion

The  Grand
s to ry ,  symmet r i ca l
the  R ichardson ian
is  very good.  The

Army o f  the  Rcpub l i c  Memor ia l  Ha l l  i n
b r i ck  bu i ld ing .  Cons t ruc ted  in  1894-95 ,
Romanesque  s ty le  by  Omaha a rch i tec ts

nomina t ion  cons is ts  o f  one  con t r ibu t ing

Nebraska Ci ty ,  Otoe County,  Nebraska,  is  a one-
th i s  rec tangu la r  shaped  bu i ld ing  was  des igned  in
F isher  &  Lawr ie .  In te r io r  and  ex te r io r  i n teg r i t y
b u i l d i n g .

The  Grand  Army o f  the  Repub l i c  (G .A .R. )  Memor ia l  Ha l l
C i t y ,  one  b lock  sou th  o f  the  ma in  bus iness  s t ree t .  Cons t ruc ted  in
ha l l  f o r  the  loca l  pos t  o f  the  G.A .R.un t i l  1932 .  The  bu i ld ing  was
& Lawr ie f rom omaha,  Nebraska.  This  f i rm was qui te  act ive in
to  the  G.A .R.  Ha l l ,  t hey  des igned  a  number  o f  res idences ,  severa l
(0T06:,a' -029).

is  located at  908 1st  Corso Street  in  Nebraska
1894-95 ,  th i s  bu i ld ing  se rved  as  the  meet ing
des igned  by  the  a rch i tec tu re  f i rm o f  F isher

Nebraska  C i t y  be tween  1894-95 .  In  add i t i on
large bui ld ings,  and the Fi rs t  Bapt is t  Church

The Richardsonian Romanesque sty le ,  one-story bui ld ing is  rectangular  in  shape measur ing 31 by 76
feet. Constructed of brick, stucco has been applied to all but the front facade. The windows on thJ sides and
rear are segmentally arched. Additionally, there is an exit near the rear on each side. The gabled roof has
a slight pitch and is covered with asphalt shingles. The foundation is brick with a backplastei overlay. The
main facade is symmetrical and characterized by a central frontispiece capped with i sheet-metal iornice
with an integral nameplate, a corbelled brick cornice and pronounced round-arch windows and door. The
arches are emphasized wi th sheet-meta l  archivo l ts .  Above each window appear meta l  sh ie lds;  one showing
the G.A.R. Iogo, the other the construction date, 1894. The raised entry has double doors that tead into thi
vestibule. A watertable is also visible.

The interior is virtually intact. On each side of the entry passage is an office. The main space is the
assembly hall which measures 28 by 50 feet. There is a small platform at the far (north) end of the hall. the
walls in this room round continuously into the ceiling. At the rear of the building is a narrow range of rooms
housing the kitchen, pantry, and a restroom.

Statement of Signi ficance

The Grand Army of  the Republ ic  (G.A.R.)  Memor ia l  Hal l  in  Nebraska Ci ty ,  Otoe County,  Nebraska
is significant at the state level under Criterion A for its association wirh G.A.R. organization (bS.OZ.r+). tt
is also eligible at the state level under Criterion C as a rare property type in Nebraska, namely a liall buili ing
constructed specifically for use as a lodge hall for the G.A.R. organization. Stylistically, the building
represents an excellent example of the Richardsonian Romanesque style. The G.A.R., formed in 1866, wis
a nationwide movement composed of Union veterans of the Civil War. Aside from the political influence it
wielded, the association worked to increase patriotism, and provided an environmeni of fraternity and
comradeship for its members. The period of significance is from 1894, when the building was constructed,
to 1932 when a new Mernorial Hall was built.

Af ter  the Civ i l  War ended
veterans' fraternal organization.

in  1865,  the Grand
Fol lowing i ts  f i rs t

Army of  the Republ ic  (G.A.R.)  became the preeminent
meet ing in  I l l ino is  in  Apr i l  L866,  the popular i ty  of  the
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G . A . R .  M e m o r i a l  H a l l
Name o f  P roper t y

Otoe County,  Nebraska
C o u n t y  a n d  S t a t e

S t a t e m e n t  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e  ( c o n t i n u e d )

association spread rapidly. Composed of former members of the Union army, navy, and marines who were
honorably  d ischarged,  the G.A.R. 's  purpose was the cul t ivat ion of  f ra tcrn i ty ,  comradeship,  and patr io t ism.
Initially, it also exercised a political role and was able to wield considerable influence in state and national
nol i t ics .

The organization of the G.A.R. called for individual posts at the local or precinct level, county
associations call districts, and state level posts known as departments. AII post and district meetings and
national encampments were designed to promote the growth of the order, to protect and assist disabled
soldiers and their families, and to engender appreciation of service to the country through moral, social, and
political activity.

As a result of the benefits offered to Union veterans under the Homestead Act of 1862, moving west
became a popular concept among the former soldiers. In Nebraska, this migration was important because
veterans became one of the groups of emigrants that helped to settle and develop the state. G.A.R.posts, once
important social institutions to the veterans and their families are, therefore, important reminders of the
contributions of these people in Nebraska.

The first post in Nebraska was chartered in April, 1866, in Omaha. Nebraska was constituted a
provisional department on July 10, 1867; but when no report was received at the national headquarters, the
state was dropped from the rolls. In 1874, a provisional department commander was appointed. At the first
annual  encampment  of  the Department  of  Nebraska held at  Omaha,  June 12,  1877,  the depar tment  became
a permanent part of the G.A.R. organization; at the time, there were twelve local posts in Nebraska. A total
of 356 posts were organized in Nebraska between 1866 and 1908. The dwindling number of surviving Union
veterans helped bring about the demise of the G.A.R. By 1940, only a few posts remained; and in 1944, the
last regular encampment of the Department of Nebraska was held in Lincoln with only one member present.
The last Civil War veteran in Nebraska died on December 24. 1948. The national G.A.R. association came to
an end when its last member died in 1956.

Nebraska City's G.A.R.charter is dated April 3, 1890. Following the nalional organization's tradition,
the post was named after a deceased veteran. The Nebraska City post chose Col. William Baumer of the
Nebraska Regular U.S. Volunteers. The post remained active until 1934.

Records do not indicate where the post's meetings were held during the first four years of its existence.
In 1894, however, the Trustees of the William Baumer Post and the Trustees of the William Baumer Relief
Corps (the women's auxiliary of the G.A.R.) purchased a parcel of land; and in the same year, they built the
G.A.R. Memorial Hall. At the time the building was constructed, the William Baumer Post was the fourteenth
Iargest (out of 268) in Nebraska. The G.A.R. used this building as its meeting place until 1932 when a new
Memorial Hall was built. Since the post became inactive after 1934, the G.A.R. Memorial Hall is the best
representation of the organization in the community.

The G.A.R. Memorial Hall is also eligible at the state level under Criterion C. This Hall building
(05.1.1) is a rare property type in Nebraska. While other halls are stil l extant in the state, most are on the
second floor of a multi-use commercial building (05.1.2). The nominated building, however, is one of three
extant free-standing halls that were built exclusively by, or for, the G.A.R.in Nebraska. The other two are
one-story frane buildings located in EImwood, Cass County and Falls City, Richardson County (RH03-113).
The condition of the hall in Elmwood is unknown, and the integrity of the building in Falls City has been
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Statem€nt  of  S igni f icance (cont inued)

compromised.  Conversely ,  the hal l  in  Nebraska Ci ty  has a h igh degrce of  in tegr i ty  both in ternal ly  and
external ly .  Addi t ional ly ,  i t  is  more substant ia l  and bet ter  def ined due to i ts  masonry construct ion and
archi tectura l  des ign.

Thc bui ld ing was designed by the Omaha archi tecture f i rm of  F ishcr  & Lawr ie in  the Richardsonian
Romanesque sty le ,  which was popular  in  Nebraska dur ing that  t ime.  The f i rm was qui te  act ive in  Nebraska
Ci ty  between 1894-1895.  Along wi th the nominated proper ty ,  they designed a number of  res idences,  sevcra l
large bui ld ings,  and the Fi rs t  Bapt is t  Church (0T06:4-029) .

The association was a valuable asset to the veterans in Nebraska City. Allhough the political power
of  the G.A.R.  had decreased s igni f icant ly  by the t ime the Wi l l iam Baumer Post  was formed,  i t  cont inued to
provide a social and fraternal environment that was important to its members; and to promote patriotism and
the commemoration of Memorial Day (McConnell, 1992, p.xiii). For these reasons, the G.A.R. Memorial Hall
in Nebraska City is significant at the state Ievel under Criterion A for its association with the local
organization. It is also significant under Criterion C as a rare property type in Nebraska.
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Verbal Boundary Description

A t ract  o f  land beginning at  the SW corner  of  lo t  10,  b lock 75,  thence N 90 feet ,  thence E 44 feet ,
thencc S 90 feet ,  thence W44 feet ,  to  the p lace of  beginning,  bc ing a par t  o f  lo t  10,  b lock 75,  or ig inal  town,
Nebraska City, Nebraska.

Boundary Justification

The boundary contains that parcel of land which has historically been associated with the property.



View looking north at main façade.  Photo by D. Murphy, 1974, NSHS (7412/4:5) 


