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l .  Name of Prooertv
historic name Dawes County CourthouEe
other  names/s i te  number DWO 3 -  0  81

s t ree t  &  number  S  Ma in  S t  be t  W 4 th  &  5 th  S ts N/A not  for  oubl icat ion
c i tv-  town Chadron N/A v ic in i tv
state Nebraska code NE countv Dawes c o d e  0 4 5  z i o  c o d e  6 9 3 3 7

3- Clessification
Ownership of Property
t I private
[x]  publ ic- local
t  1 publ ic-state
t  1 publ ic-Federal

Category of Property
t I  bui lding(s)
lx l  d is t r ic t
t  I  si te
t I  structure
t I object

Number of  Resources wi th in Proper ty
Contr ibut ing Noncontr ibut ing

I b.ui ldings
sltes
st ructures
objects

3  _2  To ta l
Number of contributing resources previously
l isted in the National Register 0

Name of related mult iple property l ist ing:
Countv Courthouses of  Nebraska

4. Stste/Federal Asencv Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby
certify that this I X] nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [X] meets [ ] does not meet the
Nation4l-Register cr i ter ia. J I  See continuation sheet.

M a y  1 4 ,  1 9 9 0

Sign of cert i fying off icial Date
N a s k a  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y

State or  Federa l  aeencv and bureau
In my opinion, the property I I meets I I does not meet the National Register criteria. I I See cont. sheet.

Signature of commenting or other off icial Date

Statelr-Eederal asency and bureau
5. Nrtional Park Service Cerlificstion
I, hereby, cert i fy that this property is:
[  ]  entered in the National Register.

[  ]  See continuation sheet
determined el igible for the National
Register. [  ]  See continuation sheet.
determined not el igible for the
National Register.

removed from the National Register.
other, (explain:) _

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6.  Func t ion  or  Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Government, /  courthou s e Gove rnment,/ c ou rthou s e

7. Descrintion
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick
Art  Deco wal ls  br lck

roof  a spha 1t
other stone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
[X]  See cont inuat ion sheet ,  sect ion 7,  page l .

8. Statement of Sienificance
Cert i fying off icial has considered the signif icance of this property in relat ion to other propert ies:

[ ]  national ly [  ]  statewide [x] local ly

Applicable National Register Criteria [x] A t I  B [xl  C t ]  D

C r i t e r i a C o n s i d e r a t i o n s ( E x c e p t i o n s )  t l A  t l B  t l C  t l D  t l E  t l F  t l G

Areas of Signif icance
(Enter categories from instruct ions)
Pol i t ics /  qovernment

Period of Signif icance

1 9 3 5 - 4 0

Significant Dates

L935-37Archi tecture

Cultural Aff i l iat ion
N/A

Significant Person
Nl1a

Architect/Bui lder
L a t e n s e ' - &  S o n s ,  f n c . ,  J o h n  W .

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance
noted above.

[X] See continuation sheet, section 8, page l.
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Buil t  in L935-7, the Dawes county courthouse is a good, relat ively
unaltered exanple of the Property Type, County cj.tadel . fdentifying
features include: rectangular shape, centered entrance, perrnanent
naterials, dist inct ive ornarnentation, provision for f i reproof storage,
Art Deco styl ist ic inf luence, and the irnpressLon of a government bui ldlng
representing nodernity, sirnpl ici ty, and strength. In addit ion, the
courthouse has other County Citadel characterist ics: f lat roof and
designed by an architect. The courthouse, bandstand, and three objects
placed about the site are considered a distr ict for thls noninationi a
snall  garage was not counted.

The courthouse is rectangular and consists of two stories set upon a
raised basement, plus a snal l  att ic jai l  space not visible from the
exterior. A proninent entry pavilj.on on the east facade identifies the
sl ightly project ing public entrance. Attention is focused on the
centered entrance by rneans of l ts raised and set-back facade, decorative
stonev,rork, recessed doorway, and the short steep flight of stairs.

The wall surface is light tan brick wlth lfinestone trin. The srnooth
stone ls used for coplng, elongated styl ized capitals on brick pi lasters,
a course unit ing these capitals, l intels, water table and, especial ly,
around the entrance. Above the recessed doonray is a stone panel withtrEquality before the 1aw. rr Above that are three windohrs that light the
staircasei alternating bands of stone and brick highl ight then. 

- 
st iLl

farther up the pavi l ion is a large stone plaque ldenti fying the bul lding
as the rrDatres County Court House.rr Three attract ive painted metal
gri l les exhibit lng a star pattern rnove the eye up the pavl l ion, whj.ch
culninates with two slender stone vertlcal elernents.

four attract ively proport ioned bays consist ing of rectangular, double-
hung windows frank the entry pavi l lon. The windows on al l  facades have
nhite. netal panels of a textured and zlg-zag desLgn between then, a
unifying feature along with the pi lasters-with styl ized capitals, 

' fne

latter appeal ln profusion on the north, south, an-d west falades, which
also have ralsed parapets tbat are nuch sinpler than that of the east
facade.

The floorpran is a T-shape, nrith steps up fron the entry vestibure
occupying the stub of the 'Tt of the e oxgo-r building. cou-nty offices
occupy the first floor, and there are large vaults ceritered on the north
and south sides. The second f loor dlstr iCt courtroon runs virtual ly the
length of the north end of the bui lding and is general ly unalt6red,
except for a new celling and replacernent llghts. 

-
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Courtroom furnishlngs are of greyish brown wood and orlqinal . The
Judgets bench and the jury box are simply rendered and paneled. The
interior ls qulte sirnple and relat ively unaltered, although rnost off ices
have new ceilings and rnany have new wood paneling. ori.ginal features
include du1I grey rnarble for wainscott ing, and frarnes for doors and
plaques, patterned Lerrazzo fLooring, netal balustrades with wood
ral l lngs and rnetal patterned nevrels, and in the rnain hal lway a l lght
f ixture with four sna1l globes.

Exterior alterations include netal storm windows, a concrete ranp for
access by the handicapped to the original basement entrance beneath the
east entrance, and thro nevr exit doors at the original exterlor fire
stairs on the south facade. An historlc photograph at the Nebraska State
Historical Society reveals how t i t t le the bui lding has changed.

The courthouse is a good exanple of the County Citadel courthouse
exhlbit ing Art Deco styl lst lc elernents. These include a Linear, hard-
edqe conposit ion with vert ical enphases, styl ized decoration including
zig-zags, stepped facade, 1ow rel ief,  and netat paneLs.

The Dawes County Courthouse occuples the east end of a spacious tree-
strewn courthouse square. The Eite is just south of chadronrs commercial
area. The courthouse fronts on a busy street, and houses are located on
aLl. sides.

The courthouse shares the site with a nurnber of obJects as well as a
bandstand, apparently placed at random on the large (4OOX27Ot) si te.
Numerous rnature and lnnature evergreens and deciduous trees (approxinate-
ly f i f ty) as weLl as shrubs dot the sitei sone pines are grouped in
copses .

At the northerest quadrant is a sma11 bandshell which appears to be less
than fifty years of age. The octagonal buildlng fras savrn (not turned)
balusters, a pll^^rood interior, asphalt shingle roof, and a srnall vented
cupola. Because of i ts recent construction date, the bandshell  or gazebo
Ls a noncontr ibuting resource.

A- considerably older painted metal fountain, however, is a contr ibuting
object. It dates frorn when the old courthouse occupied the site, for i€
is shown on a site plan prepared in 1935. Above a petal- l ike bowl is a
cherub caressing a large bird. The base of the bowl consists of swans
and cattai lsi  below is a larger circular ground-level pool .  A non-
contributing object is a sirnple veterans nemoriaL located at the
northeast corner of the site. The second contr ibuting obJect is a

7
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nenorial just north of the courthouse dedicated trto the valor of the
Pioneers .  1885-1935. r r  I t  cons is ts  o f  loca I  rocks  assenb led  to  fo rn  a
sna11 rectangular rnonument with a metal plaque on it.

On the site a concrete l^talk runs diagonally fron the northeast corner to
its center, s/ith another running fron the center to the niddle of the
west Eide of the slte. These, as well  as the fountain and the pine
copses, are rel ics of the old courthouse perlod, before 1935, and ;how
the 1ay-out of the site when there was a courthouse at its center.
Parking reached by lanes from the $rest and south is located behind the
present courthouse.

3
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The Dawes County Courthou8e Ls architecturaf ly slgnif icant (cr i ter ion c)
and hlstorlcal ly slgnif icant (cr i ter ion A) for i ts assoclat ion with
pol i t ics and local government. The property derives i ts historic
slgnif lcance as the focal point for the adninistrat ion of local
governnent and institutlons in the county. It is a good exanple of
pub1lc archLtecture in the county and contains good examples of design
features and faci l i t ies dist inct ive to i ts design and use as a court-
house. fn addit ion, Dawes County j .s one of seven Nebraska counties to
acquire a courthouse using federaL nork programs during the creat
Depression of the 1930s and thus the courthouse is direct ly associated
with the role of federal government assistance programs during this
period .

As a good exarnple of the County C1tadel Property Type, the courthouse
contains deslgn features and faciLit ies dist lnct lve to l ts design and use
(such as f ireproof vaults), a rectangular shape, centered entrance, and
perrnanent nateriaLs. Elenents of the deslgn cornbine to convey the
lrnpression of a governnent building representing rnodernity and slnplici-
ty, also features of the County Citadel .

The Period of Signif icance is 1935, when construction began, to 1940,
when the trfifty year rulerr takes effect. The Dawes County Courthouse is
being noninated as an exarnpLe of the Property Type, county Courthouses
of Nebraska (County Citadel) of the Context, County Governnent ln
Nebraska, 1854-1941, frorn the Mult iple Property Subrnission, County
Courthouses of Nebraska.

Dawes County is located in the far northwest corner of the state. Its
northern boundary ls the state l lne with South Dakota. In the tBZOs
Native Amerlcan settlernents associated with Fort Robinson occupied the
area. Later, unti l  1884, catt le raislng on open ranges dorTrinated the
area. In 1885 sett lenent had reached the stage that resl-dents peti t loned
successfully for separate county status, and Dawes and sheridan counties
were carved out of Sioux County.

Chadron and Davres city (notr calIed Whltney) conpeted for the county seat
designation, and Chadron, the tenninus fof the r l i l road serving thJarea,
won the elect ion that sett led the questlon. A courthouse was bui l t  on
the present courthouse square in 1887. A Sanborn fire insurance map for
1928 shows that the courthouse was centered on the site.

Beginning in 1935, th€ county board took steps to inprove county
faci l i t ies. They met in special sesslon on June Ze, l-Sl i  regarding I

I
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Publlc Works Adnlnlstration (PWA) grant for the proposed courthouse and
Jail  and net with Frank Latenser of John W. Latenser & Sons, Inc., an
Onaha architecturaL firn. Latenser subnitted tentative drawings of the
bullding, and the commissioners voted to have Latenser submit an
application to the PwA for thern.

The application was evldently approved, for on October 22, 1935, the
cornnlssloners voted to accept the contract with the federal governrnent
for the proJect. The grant for the new courthouse and jai l  was ro cover
45 percent of the cost, not to exceed 945,000. The foLlorrr ing nontlr the
board opened bids for excavation.

On January 3, 1936 the board fornal ly approved the architectrs plans.
That sane month the general contractor for the project, C.S. A,Lwater
Cotnpany of Grand Island, was selected wlth a bld of 97I,890. construc-
t lon proceeded through 1936. an lndication of the progress is that on
September 29, !936, bi.ds were opened for l inoleun and window shades,
itens not- requi.red until the -building was nearly conplete. on January
5, L937 the county advert ised for bids to raze the o1d courthouse, anl
on May 4 of that year they fonnally_ accepted the new courthouse. County
records noted that rrsaid building is now occupLed. rl



(r{}

Unlted States Department of the lnterlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

O*lA AAgn+d I5 l@+&rC

bnlrlts @upTy c-ou p-n+odsF

\,,). q+A t+,
A- @G'"' f i ' -)
; Tor.bo 

( hovtcouttr')

c - dou,n-toi,r.t Cc-,rrL.;Fl)
D-ueteru"fft',jif

E - p ( ot^ e- e\r ytr.e w.or^ i a-t r \
( e.or,ntr tbtrtr\ .bl 

"*)
-

F - bt!-J' ( uat crur; -"d")

tD G -n^ 3L.



9- Malor Bibl iosraohlcal  Refcrences

Previous documentat ion on f i le  (NPS):
pre l iminary determinat ion of  ind iv idual  l is t ing
(36 CFR 67)  has been requested
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previously determined el igible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey +*
recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record +*

[X]  See cont inuat ion sheet ,  sect ion 9,  page l .

Primary location of addit ional data:
[x] State historic preservation off ice
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Other

Specify repository:
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[  ]  See cont inuat ion sheet ,  sect ion 10,  page l .

Verbal Boundary Descript ion

[X]  See cont inuat ion sheet ,  sect ion 10,  page l .

Boundary Justification

[X]  See cont inuat ion sheet ,  sect ion 10,  page l .
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verbal Boundary Descrlptlon

The nominated property, the Da$res county courthouse, occupies all of
block 24 of western Town Lotst lst Addit lon and is roughly 400x270' in
s ize .

Boundary Justification

fhe boundary includes the entire city block that has historicalLy been
associated wlth the property.



Photo 1 of 4. Looking E showing W façade. Photo by BJB Long, 1988, NSHS (8809/6:23a) Photo 2 of 4. Fountain. Photo by BJB Long, 1988, NSHS (8809/7:2a) 

Photo 3 of 4. Looking NW showing 
Pioneer Memorial with fountain & 
bandstand in background. Photo by 
BJB Long, 1988, NSHS (8809/7:7a) 

Photo 4 of 4. Photo by BJB Long, 1988, NSHS (8809/6:35a) 


