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l. Name of Propertv
historic name Dixon Countv Courthouse
other  names/s i te  number DXO8-40

2. Location
street & number SW corner 3rd & f owa Sts
citv. town Ponca

N/A not for oublication
N/A vicinitv

state Nebraska code NE countv Dixon code 05I zip code 68770

3. Classification
Ownership of Property
t I private

lxl publ ic- local

t 1 public-state

t 1 public-Federal

Category of Property
lxl building(s)
t 1 district
t I site
t 1 structure
t I object

Number of Resources within Property
Contr ibuting Noncontr ibuting

buildings
sites
structures
objects

I 0 Total
Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register I

I

Name of related multiple property listing:
County Courthouses of Nebraska

4. State/Federal Asency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby
certify that this ffi nomination I I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set fortlr in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 1X1 meets [ ] does not meet the

ia. [  ]  See continuation sheet.

nature of certi ying official

State or Federal asencv and bureau
In my opinion, the property I I meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. [ ] See cont. sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal aeencv and bureau
5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

lentered in the National Register.
[ ] See continuation sheet

I determined eligible for the National
Register. [ ] See continuation sheet.

I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

lremoved from the National Register.

lo ther ,  (expla in: )  -

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Gove rnment./ c ourthou s e Gove rnment/ courthou s e

7- I)escrintion
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

I tal  ianate

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete
walls brick

roof asphalt
other concrete

Art Deco

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
[X] See continuation sheet, section 7 , page l.

8. Statement of Sienificance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ ] nationally [ ] statewide [x] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [x] A t I B [xJ C t ] D

Cr i t e r i aCons ide ra t i ons (Excep t i ons )  t lA  t lB  t lC  I ID  t lE  I IF  f u lG

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
PoI itics/qovernment

Period of Significance

c .  1 8 8 3 - 1 9 4 0

Significant Dates

N/A
c .  1883-4
1939-40

Architecture

Cultural Affil iation
N/A

Significant Person
N/A

Architect/Builder
R e v n o l d s ,  J . R .

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance
noted above.

[Xl See continuation sheet, section 8, page l.
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euil t  ln c. 1883-4 with a signlf lcant 1939-40 addit lon, the Dlxon county
courttrouse is the oldest of four known exarnples of the Property Type,
county Strongbold, identlfied in an intenslve leve1 survey of Nebraska
county courthouses. Identlfying physlcal features include the linited
use of ornanent, hipped roof, and efforts at provldlng fireproof storage
and other features dlstinctive to its design and use as a courthouse.
fn addition, the courthouse rras designed and built to convey its standing
as a publlc building. Other features of the subtype exhibited are the
compact, boxy shape, two-story helght, use of local. brick, and Italianate
styllstic influence. The large three-story addition was the only such
WPA-sponsored additlon ln the state and illuEtrates changes in courthouse
desJ.gn. Orlginal exterlor roaterlale and elernents remaln 1n sufficient
degree to nake the original portion recognizable aE an example of the
County Stronghold Property Type, Irhlle the addltlon displays characteris-
tlcs of the County Citadel Property Type. Afterations are acceptable and
include replacement ltindoltE and changes between 1892 and 1909 ( shohrn on
Sanborn naps) to the rear of the older portlon. The Dixon County
Courthouse is part of tbe Natlonal Register historic district, Ponca
Historic Distr ict.

The Dixon County Courthouse consists of the orJ.ginal ttro-Etory hipped
roof red brlck sectlon buiLt in c. 1883-4 (the |tcourthouse'r ) and a large
flat-roofed three-story addit ion constructed in I939-40 (the rraddlt lontt l .
Th,e 42x7O I courthouse exhibits sorne linited features of the Itallanate
style: shallor'r hipped roof, brick segnental nindow hoods, and rather
narroht wlndows.

An historic photo reveals that the windows orlginally had a 2/2 pane
configuration, another Italianate stylistlc element. Sanborn fire
lnEurance napE shorr that ln 1892 tbe courthouse !,raE sqluare, but by 1899
a snall one-story rear extenslon had been added to the rear. By I9o9 the
east facade had also been extended to the rear to forn the present
roughly rectangular shape. Vfindows ln this two-story extension are
slnilar to those of the origlnal but sufflclently different to identify
lt as an addition. The former doubl.e door, now a rectangular window, was
centered on the north facade, which is five bays wide. The concrete
foundation, cornice, and forner chinneys (on the east facade) have been
painted white, which helps unify the courthouse with the addition and its
white trirn.

Although_ divided .into only three bays across, the three-story nottled
brown brlck addlt lon is 5lt  across and G6r long. I t  is set back- sl lghtly
fron the original courthouse. white painted concrete trirn contiastl

7 1
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boldly with the brick and ls used for the foundatlon, uater tabLe, slnple
e1-11s, pllasters between chicago style three-part wlndol s, and the broad
cornice. The Art Deco stylistic influence is apparent in the hard-edge
Lo$r rellef of the georoetrlc patterns that forrn the cornice and also the
flat snooth pilastere. Thege and other features are continued on the
rrest and south facades. The addition dlsplays such features of the
county Citadel property type as rectangul.ar shape with fLat roof, 20th
century construction date, and nultiple stories.

the addition entrance ls now the only nain entrance and features slde and
top lightg. It iE located at the eaat end of the addition ln order to
provlde a centered entry for the overall conposition. Alteratlons are
ninor and include netal fire stairs and Eone wlndow alr condltlonerE.

Because of the dlfference in stories, access from the addition to the
orlginal courthouse is by three steps up. on the second story these
steps join the district courtroon with related space ln the addltlon.
The pfan (of the old and new portlons) ls not typical of courthouse plans
because of the addltion. The latter contained on the top floor the jalI,
jury roorn, and offLces for the sheriff, clerk of dietrlct court, and
county attorney. The dlstrict courtroon renains on the older section and
has recently been conpletely nodernl.zed (as have other offices). The
rnlddle floor of the addltlon nag Eet aslde for general offlce space, and
such offl.ces as that of the county clerk and treasurer are housed tbere.
on the addltionrs ground floor waE the county court and Judge and publlc
restroons. fnterlor changes are substantlal and llttle renains of the
lnterior fabrlc of the original courthouse. As befltE a Depresslon-era
public works proJect, the additlon has linited decoration.

The Dlxon County CourthouEe iE located in a residential area at tbe lrest
end of the cotuderclal area of the county seat of Ponca. The older
portion of the courthouEe was sited on the northeast half of the quarter
block that conprises the courthouse site. By 1899 a sherif frs off lce or
Jall was located Just west of the courthouse, now the locatLon of the
addltlon. Due to the large slze of the addition, the entire present
Dlxon County Courthouse ls now centered on the site, whlch has no obJects
other than a sinpLe flagpole.

County cornmissioner records lndicate that the present courthouse was
built sonetime betneen ituly 1883, when the subJ ect of a courthouse cane
up and June 18, 1884, when bills related to courthouse construction were
llsted. No nention of the architect for the courthouse was found in the
records,' it.F. Reynolds, a Llncoln architect, designed the ad'dition. No
other Lnforrnatlon ls available about Reynolds.
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The Dixon County Courthouse ls archltecturally signiflcant (Criterion C)
and hlstorlcal ly signlf icant (cr l ter lon A) for I ts assoclat ion with
politlcs and local government. The property derivee - lte hlstoric
Llgnlficance as the focal point for the adrninlstration of local
government and institutions ln Dixon County. As the first courthouse in
the county, it represents an early perlod of goverrunental service. In
addition, the Dlxon county Courtbouse ilLustrates the county seat htars
that continued even into the twentleth century and the circumstances that
sornetinres provoked a new round of controversy. And lts large addition
represents lmportant poJ.lcies In the history of federal public works
progtrams and their effect on Ioca1 cornmunities.

As the oldest of four known exanpleE of the Property Type, county
StronghoLd, the courthouae poEEeEEes Euch identifying physical features
as the linited u6e of ornament, hipped roof, and efforts at providlng
fireproof storage and other features distinctive to its design and use
as a courthouse. The later addition dlsplays characterlstics of the
Property Type, county Citadel, and ls an lnterestlng and late exanple of
that type. The Period of Signif icance is c. 1883-4, nlren the original
portlon of the courthouse hras constructed and 1940, when the additlon was
conpleted. original exterior naterials and elenents renain in sufflcient
degree to nake the building recognizable as an exanple of the Property
Eype.

The Dixon County Courthouse, which ls a contributing property in the
Ponca Historic District, ls being noninated individually as an exanple
of the Property Tlt)e, County CourthouseE of Nebraska (County Stronghold)
of the Context, County covernment in Nebraska, 1854-194I, from the
Multiple Property Subrnisslon, county Courthouses of Nebraska. The
building falls under criteria Consideratlons (Exceptions) c, for the
addition is one of exceptional importance that achieved significance
within the past 50 years. The Multlple Property Subnlssion addresses the
tlme period for el igible propert les (see Page F-5), and the perlod of
signiflcance for that rnultiple property Eubnlssion ls L854 to 1941.

Dlxon County ls located in the extrene northeastern part of Nebraska on
the Missouri River. Wlth lts riverfront location, it was an area of
early settlenent, and there waE sufflcient populatlon (estinated at 300)
to effect lts establ.lshment ln 1858. Several communlties in the new
county conpeted for the county seat deslgnatlon, lncLuding North Bend,
Concord, Dlxon (a paper town laid out between conpeting North Bend and
concord) , and Ponca.
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rn 1858 the flrEt county electl.on on the county seat questlon was held,
and Ponca, whlch was establlshed the previoug year, won. The comnunity
enJ oyed an advantageous locatlon wlth a good fall for a rnill. Poncars
stage of development at the e]ectlon was meager--Just eight buildings and
around a dozen fanilies--but that amount of settlenent ItaE the equal of
concord and North Bend cornbined.

Rival Eetttementg exacted their revenge, however, by withhoLding approval
for building a courthouse in Ponca for sone thirty years. Commissioners
records do not reveal details of construction of the orlginal courthouse,
but ln iluly of 1.883 Ponca cltizenE proposed that a courthouEe be built.
The follovring month, however, the county cornnissioners decided not to
approprlate county funds for a courthouEe due to rrthe preaent financial
condltion of the county. n The connleEloners no doubt referred to the
approximatefy $9r000 loEE to the county, a conblnation of alleged robbery
fron the treasurerte Eafe and other Ehortages likely traceable to the
treasurer.

These EtatenentE of the coroniEslonerE to the contrary, clalns in 1884
recordE included charges for fixlng the courthouse roof, cleaning the
courthouse, purchaslng office slgns and a tine lock, also the purchase
of vault doors and for setting thern, building a prlvy, and for noving
county offices. A1l. these charges indicate tlrat the present courthouse
was built sonetine betueen JuLy 1.883, when the subJ ect of a courthouse
cane up, and June I8, 1884, when these charges were l isted. An 1895
county history EtateE that courthouse construction began the sunner of
1883. No rnention of an architect naa found ln the records.

With or without a specially constructed courthouse ln place 1n the county
seat, Dixon County resLdentg continued to agitate for county seat renoval
from Ponca. ElectionE on the issue were held regularly, ln IgZ5, Igg4,
and 1920. And nhen offlcials of the Works ProJects Adninistratlon (WpA)
approached the county to dlscuss Itthe Icourthouse] bullding and
lmprovementsrr to it, county residents used plans for a substintial
addltlon to brlng up the county seat questlon once again ln 1939.

Only the nanes of tbe cornpetlng cornrnunities changed, not the interest in
belng county seat. In February 1939 the county board received a petitlon
nlth 2,619 signatures. The peti t ion cal led for a special elect lon on
nhether to move the county seat. to lilartinsburg. According to county
records, rra large delegation of interested personsr asked that planning
cease temporarlly on the courthouEe project, but the board 

-took 
n5

action. (The board had eigned a contraCt with the wpA the previous
nonth. )

2
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In May 1939 the board received another petitlon, with some 3OO Eigna-
tures. I t  caLled for relocating the county seat to A1len. In a claisic
case of charges and countercharges, supporters of the various county
seatE challenged the. valldity of the elgnatures. fn one ganbit, I
fact lon f l led. a peti t ion of trslgners of the origlnal peti t lon 

'wno

subsequently signed wlthdranal petitlons and now expfess their deslgn to
be corrnted anong tbe orlglnal slgners. Eventually, the board, who
clearly had no lnterest ln novlng the county seat, declared that an
lnsufflcient nunber of voterE had signed the relevant petLtion and
rejected the bid to nove fron ponca. conpletion of the addition in 1940
ended the flnal chapter 1n Dlxon Countyrs county seat warE.
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10. Geoeranhical Data
Acreage of property less than one acre

UTM References
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Zone Easting
c t r l

Zone Easting

t 417 l r t 4 t5 t8 t5 l
Northing
l r r l r l t l
Northing

l l l
Zone Easting
t l l
Zone Easting

t r r l r t r r
Northing

Northing

[ ]  See continuation sheet, section 10, page l .

Verbal Boundary Description

[X] See continuation sheet, section 10, page l.

Boundary Justification

[X] See continuation sheet, section 10, page l.

name/title
organization
street & number
city or town

Barbara Beving Long, consultant
Four Mi le Research Co. date November B, 1989
314 0 Easton Boulevard telephone (  515 )  266-4964
Des Moines state f owa zip code 5 O 3 17
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Ponca, Nebraska. Sanborn Flre fnsurance Map. L892, 1999, 1909.
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verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property occupiee lots 1-3 of block 14 of the orlginal plat
of Ponca and iE 150x150r ln El.ze.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the one-quarter city block that has hletorically
been associated nith the property.



Photo 1—Aspect: northeast. Photo by D. Murphy, 1977, NSHS (7703/10:34) 

Photo 2—Aspect: north-northwest. Photo by D. Murphy, 1977, NSHS (7703/10:20) 



Photo 3—Aspect: southeast. Photo by D. Murphy, 1977, NSHS (7703/14:25) 
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