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1. Name of Property

Historic name Herter Farmstead-Boundary Increase

Other names/site number

2. Location

Street & number 4949 S. 148th St. Not for publication tl

Vicinity [X ]City or town Walton

State Nebraska Code NE County Lancaster Code 109 Zip code 68461

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this [Xl nomination 0 request
for determination ofeligibility meets the documentation standards for registering propeiies in the National Register of Historic Places and meets
the procedural and professional requirements set fodh in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property I meets [X] does not meet the National
Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant I nationally fl statewide fl locally. ([Xl See continuation sheet for
addithnal comments.)

I n9

Director, Nebraska State Historical Society
State or Federal agency and bureau

3. State/Federal Agency Gertification

In my opinion, the property [] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sig natu re of ce rtifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Gertification

l, hereby, certify that this property is:

[ ]entered in the National Register.

[ ]  see continuation sheet.

[ ] determined eligible for the National Register.

[ ]  see continuation sheet.

[ ]  determined not el igible for the National Register.

[] removed from the National Register.

[ ]  other, (explain):
Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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ln the opinion of the Nebraska State Historic Preservation Officer, the majority of the acreage that comprise this
boundary increase is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Specifically, the
approximately seventy acres west and north of the previously listed property and directly west of the heavy timber
growth should not be considered eligible for the Register. Currently in agricultural production, these acres have
undergone significant physical changes within the past fifty years, and have been visually and physically
separated from the National Registerlisted farmstead by substantial volunteer shrub and tree growth. As
evidenced by aerial photography and on-site inspection by a number of experts in Nebraska agricultural history
and soil conservation practices, these changes have been caused by soil conservation practices within the past
fifty years. ln the SHPO opinion, therefore, the acreage does not exhibit the characteristics of late 19'" and early
20'n century agricultural practices

However, in the SHPO opinion, approximately thirty acres east of the heavy timber growth directly north of the
currently listed property and included in this boundary increase are eligible for the Register. These acres,
currently in grass and hay production, appear largely unchanged in the past flfty years as evidenced by aerial
photography and on-site inspection.

The SHPO opinion is based upon a laboriously developed methodology meant to identify acreages associated
with significant agricultural practices and assess their historic integrity. This methodology was developed through
several years of professional research and public input. This methodology was judged as "useful" and "valuable"
by the Keeper of the National Register in her April 29, 2004 lefter upholding the property ownet's appeal that this
boundary increase be listed in the National Register.

In the SHPO opinion, the approximately seventy acres that exhibit physical changes imposed within the past fifty
years does not retain historic integrity as defined by the methodology established for this purpose. These non-
historic changes were caused by 1950's and 1960's soil conservation practices---conservation terraces---€nd
concurrent agricultural practices which produced substantial volunteer tree and shrub grov(h which create a
visual and physical separation from the National Register farmstead. As is her privilege, the Keeper of the
National Register disagrees with this assessment.
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S e c t i 6 n _ 1 ,  5 ,  6  P a g e  1 F l o r f o r  F - a r m s l - e a d

name of  proper ty

T , a n c a s f e r  C o r r n t y ,  N e l r r a . q k a

coun ty  and  s ta te

5.  CLASSIFICATION

Category of Property: District

A rural property including bui ldings as well  as land is considered
a  d is t r i c t .

iVumber oi Resources within Propertyi Contributingr: 1 site

The proper ty 's  120 acres  are  de f inec i  as  one s i te .

Number af ContrihutiJrgr Resour ces PreviousLy Listed in the Wational
Register ' .  9 bui ldings

6. FUNCTION OR USE

Hi .s tor ic  Funct .zons I

Add ur rder  AGRICLILTURAL/SUBSISTENCE:  agr i  cu- l tu ra l  f  ie ld

Current  Fur tc t ions:

Add  under  AGRICULTURAL/SUBSISTENCE:  aq r i cu i ru ra l  f i e l d
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name of  proper ty

T , a n c a s t e r  C o r r n t y ,  N e l ^ ' r a s k a

coun ty  and  s ta te

1 .  DESCRIPTION

The amendment  increases the h is tor ic  d is t r ic t ' s  boundary  to  inc lude
120 acres,  add ing 100 acres to  the 20 acres covered by the or ig ina l
nomina t i on . '  The  h i s to r i c  d i s t r i c t  i s  l - oca ted  i n  a  ru ra l  se t t i ng  i n
Sec t i on  9  o f  S tock tcn  Townsh ip ,  Lancas te r  Coun ty ,  Nebraska ,  abou t
f  i ve  m i l es  eas t  o f  L i nco ln .  The  en t i r e  pa rce l  cons i s t s  o f  t h r . ee
zones :  the f  a rmstead on the southeast  corner  (  the sub j  ec t  o f  . the

o r i g i na l  nom ina t i on ) ,  a  pas tu re  t o  t he  no r t h ,  and  a  cu l t i va ted
f ie ld  west  o f  the farmstead and pasture .  The land s lopes away f rom
the  fa rms tead ,  wh ich  s tands  on  the  h ighes t  po in t  o f  t he  pa rce i  a t
an  e l -eva t i on  o f  app rox ima te l y  1 ,  330  f  ee t .  A  s l i gh t  r i c i ge  ex tends
i ror thwesc f - rom the f  armstead.  The land drops gradual ly  to '  about
I  r  210 f  eet  a t  the proper ty '  s  nor thwest  and southwest  corner*s  .  T ,he
s teepes t  g rade  changes  a re  apparen t  a long  the  gu l l i es  edg ing ' t he
pas tu re  i n  t he  p rope r t y '  s  no r theas t  co rne r .  The  d i s t r i c t  i s
de l i nea ted  by  148 th  S t ree t  t o  t he  eas t ,  P ioneer  to  the  no r th ,  and
fa rm f i e lds  to  the  sou th  and  wes t .

The rec tangular  farmstead inc ludes a  house,  barn,  and outbu i ld ings,
w j - th  a  dr iveway prov id ing acces s  f  rom 14 Bth  St  reet  .  Just  nor th  o f
the  fa rms teaC and  ba rnya rd  i s  t he  t r i angu l -a r  pas tu re ,  wh ich  i s
bor :nded to  the ea.s t  by  14 Bth  St reet  and to  t 'he  nor th  by  F ioneer  .
D i tches and a  barbwi re  fence separate  the pasture  f rom both  roads.
Osage orange and other deciCuous trees edge t .he northern €trrd of  the
pasture ,  mark ing a  or : I Iy  that  u l t imate ly  dra ins  in to  Stevens Creek.
The  pas tu re '  s  eas te rn  bo rde r  i s  l a rge l y  open .  I t s  wes te r r i  s i de  i s

'  Thre  foJ- l< ;w ing  descr ip t ion
the  au t ' i ' ro r '  o r r  Decemoer  28 ,  2000,
and on  the  USGS topograph ic  map

is  based ,cn  observa t ions  dur ing  s i te  v is i t s  by
M a r c h  1 4  a n d  A u g u s t  2 8 ,  2 0 0 7 ,  a n c i  M a y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 2 ,
fo r  the  Wal t r - . ,n ,  l Jebraska,  quac i rang le .
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de f i ned  by  ano the r  t ree - I i ned  gu l l y  t ha t  meanders  a t  a  s l i gh t
nor thwest -southeast  ang le .  At  one t ime,  a  smal - I  fa rm pond fed by a
f resh  wa te r  sp r i ng  was  l oca ted  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  bu t  i t .  has  l ong
been dry .  The var ie ty  o f  vegeta t ion has evo lved over  t ime,  but  the
bas i c ,pa t t e rn  o f  vege ta t i on  has  rema ined  cons i s ten t  and  t he
in teg r i t y  o f  t he  pas tu re  i s  ve ry  good . '

The  pe r ime te r  o f  t he  f i e ld  to  the  wes t  i s  de f i ned  by  dec iduous
t rees ,  many  p lan ted  as  '  w indb reaks  .  The  f i e ld  i s  open  and
cu l t i va ted ,  excep t  f o r  g rassy  a reas  f l ank ing  the  gu l l i es  r , ha t

ex tenC scu theas t  f rom the  no r thwes t  co rne r  and  no r theas t ' f r om the
sou thwes t .  co rne r .  P lan t i ng  pa t te rns  i n  t h i s  work ing  l andscdpr3
f  o1 low  the  son tou rs  o f  t he  l and  I  a  p rac t i ce  tha t  reduces  e ros  j -on .

The  f i e ld ,  wh rch  h ras  no t  been  te r raced ,  ma in ta ins  ve ry  good
in teg r i t y .

)' Wayne and ltrorma
' i  

: : * f  a r  T r r r . a  ' l  1  ) n i )
. - v L L - \ . ! '  9 q r j L .  L L f  , L V r . a . .

Haga tnan  and  Joe l  and  Ka thy  Sa r to re  t o  Ca : :o I  Shu l I ,
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H e r l - e r  F - a r m s t e a c l

name of  proper ty

T , a n c a s t e r  C o r r n f y ,  N e k r r a s k a

count .y  and s ta te

S IGNI FICANCE

Per iod  o f  S ign i f i cance :  1BB5-1953
I

The Her ter  Farmsteac i  was l is ted in  the Nat iona l -  Regis ter  on Jra ly
24 ,  2000 ,  unde r  C r i t e r i on  A  because  i t  * i l l u s t r a tes  an  h i s t o r i ca l
f  a.rmstead in Eastern Nebras ka. "  The Queen Anne style house was also
found e l ig ib le  under  Cr i te r ion C.  The nominat ion for  the proper ty ,
which cornpr isec i  the 20-acre  farmstead,  def ined the per iod o f
s i gn i  f  i cance  beg inn ing  i n  1BB5  and  end ing  i n  1930 .1  The  f o l - I ow ing
documentat . i .on jus t i f ies  an extens ion o f  the per iod o f  s ign i f icance
to  1953  anC an  expans ion  o f  t he  p rope r t y ' s  boundar ies  f rom 20  to
I20  ac res .

Fa rm f i e lds  a re ,  by  de f i n i t i on ,  i n teg ra l  t o  t he  h i s to ry  o f  t h re
working farmsteads that have tended them, and the Herter Farmstead
is  no except ion.  The expanded h is tor ic  d is t r ic t  was assoc ia ted wi th
the Her ter  fami ly  for  over  a  century .  Abraham Her ter  'came.  to
Amer i ca  f rom Sw i t ze r land  i n  1855  a t  t he  age  o f  twen ty - th ree ,  and
eventua lJ .y  saved enough money to  purchase a  farm in  Sa in t  C la i r
Coun ty ,  I l l i no i s .  I n  1861  he  mar r i ed  a  German  immig ran t ,  Ca the r ine
Ober le .  Cf  the ten ch i ld ren born to  the couple ,  on iy  three surv ived
to  adu l - t hood :  Jacob  W.  ,  Ka t i e  C .  ,  and  F rede r i ck  C .

The beg inn ing  o f  the  per rod  o f  s ign i f i cance is  incor rec t ly  g iven  as  IB16
or )  the  sumnary  fo r  Sec t i .on  B on  the  or ig ina l  nominat ion  fo r rn ;  the  1BB5 date ,
h o w e v e r ,  i s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  S e c t i o n  B  n a r r a t i v e .  S e e  T o d C  K n i p s e l ,  " H e r t e r
F a r m s t e a d ,  "  A p r i l  7 ,  2 0 0 0 ,  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P i a c e s  R e E i - - s t r a t i o n
F o r m ,  a v a i l a b l e  a t  N e b r a . s k a  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  L i n c o l n .
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America in the mid- to late nineteenth century was character ized by
mass migra t . ion,  wh ich carved the western  f ront ier  in to  farms and
v i l l  ages  .  The  Her te rs  j  o ined  tha t  su rge  ,  a r r i v i ng  i n  Lancas te r
Coun ty ,  Nebraska ,  i n  1876 .  I n i t i a l l y  acqu i r i ng  80  ac res  i n  Sec t i on
10  o f  S tock ton  Townsh i  p  and  ano the r  1  60  ac res  i n  S tevens  Creek
TownshJ-p to the north,  they establ- ished a farmstead on the Stockton
Townsh ip  l and .  By  t he  l a te  1BB0s ,  t he i r  ho ld i ngs  had  i nc reased  t o
520  ac res ,  i nc i -ud rng  I20  ac res  i n  Sec t i on  9  j  us t  ac ross  a  sec t i on
l -  i ne  road  (now 14  B tn  S t ree t  )  wes t  .  o f  t he  f  a rms tead .  The  Her te rs
purchased the 720-acre parcel ,  the subject of  th is nominat ion, f rcrn
the  es ta te  o f  Char l -es  Gu thman  in  1885 .  The  pa rce l  had  o r i g ina l - l y
been  g ran ted  t , o  t he  Bur l l ng ton  and  M issou r i  Ra i l r oad  i n  1870  to
encourage  the  l i ne ' s  deve lopmen t  i n  t he  a r "a .  '

An  e tch ing  i n  a  l oca l  h i s to ry  pub l i shed  i n  1BB8  shows  a  bu i l d ing
and rows o f  t rees on the southeast  corner  o f  Sect ion 9 ,  suggest ing
that some developrnent might have occurred on the s i te pr ior to the
I le r ters '  ownersh ip  .  Ma j  o r  improvemerr ts  ,  however ,  were inaugurated
in the 1890.s when fa: : rning operat ions were taken over by Abraham and
Ca the r i ne ' s  son  Jacob ,  who  had  been  bo rn  i n  l l l i no i s  i n  1864 .  The
probable st imul-us for th is development was Jacob's marr iage to l ' lary
E l i zabe th  Meye r  i n  1892 .  A round  t h i s  t ime ,  a  sma l l  ex i s t i ng  house
was expanded and given a Queen Anne f  acel  j -  f  t . ,  and a barn and a
nu rnber  ,o f  ou tbu i l d ings  were  cons t ruc ted .  A l - I  t o ld ,  Jacob  was  to

'  Por t ra i . t  and B iograph ica l -  ALbum o f  Lancas ter  County ,  Nebraska (Ch icago:
Chapman Bro ther ,s r  lBBB) ;  Executors  o f  Char ]es  Guthman es ta te  to  Abraham Her te r ,
J u n e  3 ,  1 8 8 5 ,  D e e c i  2 3 2 2 2 7  ,  l - o c a t , e d  a t  L a n c a s t e r  C o u n t y  C c u r t h o D s e r  l + i n c o l n ,
N e b r a s k a ;  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  n o r n i n a t i o n ,  B - 1 .
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ove rsee  the  fa rmt  s  ope ra t i ons  fo r  nea r l y  s i x  decades  .3

Abraham Her ter  had been descr ibed as "one o f  the most  ex tens ive
a g r i c u l t u r j - s t s  o f  S t o c k t o n  P r e c i n c t . H i s  l a n d  h a s  y i e l d e d

generous l y  under  ca re fu l -  and  j  ud i c ious  cu l t i va t i on  the  r i ches t
c rops  o f  t h i s  sec t i on  o f  t he  S ta te .  "  Jacob  ca r r i ed  on  th i s
t rad i . t ion .  Known locat ly  as  "Jake,  "  Jacob a lso earnec l  the n ickname

"Al - fa l fa  B i l } "  fo r  h is  ro le  in  promot ing that  c rop in  the reg ion in
the  ea r l y  twen t ie th  cen tu ry .n  P ra i r i e  hay  had  been  a  s tap le  ca t t l e

3 J 'acob of f ic ia l ly  obtairred t i t l .e to the tz}  acres in 1905; see Abraham and
C a t h e r r n e  H e r t e r  t o  J .  W .  H e r t e r ,  M a y  2 9 ,  1 9 0 5 ,  D e e d  1 2 6 z  4 6 6 ,  l o c a t e d  a t
Lancas ter  County  Cour thouse,  L inco ln ,  Nebraska.  Add i t iona l  re fe rences :  Por t ra i t
and B iograph ica l -  A lbuw Kn ipse l ,  1 - I i  Norma Hagaman,  "Jacob W.  Her te r , "  1991,

u n p u b l i s h e d  m a n u s c r i p t ,  l o c a t e d  a t  N e b r a s k a  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  L i n c o l n ;
I i t ro rma Her te r  Hagaman,  unL i t led  typed manuscr ip t ,  n  .  d .  ,  ava i lab le  f  rom Mrs  .
Hagaman,  Lancas ter  County ,  Nebraska.

a  Fred  Retz la f f  in te rv iew,  March  14 ,  20OI ;  por t ra i t  and 'B iograph icaL A lbun.
The n ickname "A l fa l fa  B i I l "  was  presumably  bor rowed f rom Wi l l iam H.  Mur ray ,  a
co lo r fu l  po l i t i c ian  and fa rm ac t iv is t  who was born  in  Texas  in  1869 and moved to
t h e  C h i . c k a s a w  N a t i o n  ( l a t e r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  O k l a h o n r a )  i n  1 8 9 8 .  B i o g r a p h e r  K e i t h  L .
Bryant Jr .  explained that Murray was "an advocate of  d iversi f ied agr icul ture.  His
speeches in  favor  o f  the  cu l t i va t ion  o f  a l fa l - fa  led  to  the  sobr iquet  A l fa l fa
Bi l l .  "  Murray was the f  i rst  Speaker of  the l louse of  Representat ives when Okl-ahoma
ach ieved s ta tehood in  1 ,907.  He was e lec ted  gcvernor  j -n  1930,  and competed w i th
Frank l in  D.  Rooseve l - t  fo r  the  Democra t ic  p res ident ia l -  nominat ion  in  1932.  Bryant
a lso  no tes  tha t  Mur ray '  "wro te  numerous  panrph le ts  and books  a t tack ingp
indus t r ia i i za t ion ,  u rban iza t . ion ,  and mechan iza t ion . "  Th is  perspec t ive  wou l -d  have
been at t ract ive to Jacob Herter '  who eschewed el-ectr ic i ty and indoor plumbing in
h is  house and used horses  tc  pu l l  fa r rn  equ i -pment  long a f te r  most  ne ighbors  had
acqu i red  t rac t -o r *s .  Bryant ' s  quotes  are  fcund a t  the  Handbook c f  Texas  On l ine

{www. ts } ra .u texas .edu/hadnbook lon l ine /ar t j -c1es /v : .ew/MM/ f rau16.h tml - )  .  For  add i t iona l
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  M u r r a y ,  s e e  , K e i t h  L .  B r y a n t  J r . ,  A l f a f f a  B i l L  , I " I u r r a y  ( N o r m a n :
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feed  un t i i  t he  a r r i va l  o f  a l f a l f a ,  wh ich  cou ld  be  ha rves ted  th ree
o r  fou r  t imes  a  yea r .  A l - f a l f a  was  i n t roduced  in to  Kansas  i n  abou t
1B  94  and  Nebraska  soon  the rea f te r .  s  Nebras  ka '  s  Ag r i cu l t u ra l
Exper iment  St .a t ion began tes t ing a l - fa l - fa  a t  the turn  o f  the
century .  A l -  f  a l -  f  a  promised more cons is tent  y ie lds  and a  h igher  f  eed
va l ,ue  pe r  bushe l -  t han  whea t ,  oa ts ,  ba r ley ,  and  r ye  .  I t  became the
lead ing  hay  c rop  i n  t he  s ta te ,  occupy ing  1  pe rcen t  o f  t he  s la te ' s
cu i t i va ted  l and  i n  L921  .  Du r ing  the  I920s  and  1930s ,  Nebraska  l -ed
the t ta t ion in  a I  f  a I  f  a  acreage .  I t  a t ta ined th is  rank by add ing cver
500  '  000 '  ac res  t o  a l f a l  f a  cu l t i va t i on  be t .ween  1909  and  L9L9 ,  a  11  . 2
pe rcen t  i nc rease ,  mos t l y  i n  t he  eas te rn  th i rd  o f  t he  s ta te .  To ta l
a l f a l - f a  ac reage  in  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  nea r l y  doub l -ed  i n  ' t he  sa rne '
pe rJ -od ,  a r f t e r  doub l - i ng  be tween  1899  and  1909 .  "

A I fa I fa  was  p r imar i l y  ra i sed  as  l i ves tock  feed .  Accc rd ing  to  the
ea-r ly  twent ie th-century  Book o f  A l - f  aJ  f  a ,  "The cat t le  feeder  is  not

Univers i ty  o f  Ok iahoma Press ,  1968)  .  For  a  more  fo lksy  approach tha t  appeared a t
the  t ime Mur ray  nade h is  p res ident ia l  b id ,  see  Gordon F l ines ,  A l - fa l fa  B i l . t - :  An
I n t i m a t e  B i o g r a p h y  ( C k l a h o m a  C : t y :  O k l a h o m a  p r e s s ,  1 9 3 2 ) .

s  Joseph E.  Wing ,  A l fa f  fa  Farming in  Aner ica  (C l r i cago:  Sanders  Pub l ish ing
C o m p a n y ,  I 9 t 2 ) ,  1 1 .

F r e d  R e t z L a f f ,  i n t e r v i e w  b y  a u t h o r ,  M a r c h  7 4 ,  2 O O L ;  H .  M .  T y s d a l  a n d  T .
A .  ' K i e s s e l - b a c h ,  A L f a l _ f a  i n  N e b r a s k a ,  N e b r a s k a  E x p e r i m e n t  S t a t i o n  B u l l _ e t i n  3 3 1
( L i n c o l n :  A g r i c u l t u r a l -  E x p e r i n e n t  S t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s r t y  o f  N e b r a s k a  C o l l e g e  o f

Agr icu l tu re  ,  794I )  ,  3 ;  I {a ro ld  Hedges and F .  F .  E l - i i .o t t  ,  Ty t r tes  o f  Farming in
A ' e b r a s k a '  B u l l e t i n  2 4 4  ( L i n c o l n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e
t l xper iment  S ta t ion ,  1930)  ,  I ] - ;  Georqe Stewar t  ,  AJ fa f fa -Growing  in  the  - t ln i t :ed

S t a t e s  a n d  C a n a d a  ( N e w  Y c r k :  M a c M i l l - a n  C o m p a n y ,  1 9 2 6 )  ,  3 - B ;  4 1 € r ;  . - r .  L "  B c 1 t o n ,
A l f a L f a :  B . o t a n y ,  C u l - t i v a t i o n ,  a n < L  U t t l i z a t i . o n  ( L o n d . o n :  L e o n a r d  H i l l  I B o o k s ]
L i r n i t e d ,  a n d  N e w  Y o r k :  r n t e r s c i e n c e  p u b r i . s h e r s ,  L 9 6 2 ) ,  3 8 .
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much given to sent iment and cares less for the beauty of  the purple
f l owers  o f  t he  a l f a l f a  t han  he  does  fo r  t he  bes t  me thod  o f
conver t ing those purp le  f lowers  and the accompany ing fo l - iage in to
marketab le  bee f  . "  Both  a i fa l - fa  and l - ives tock were key components  o f
the -area t  s  "mixed f  armi  ng"  economy.  "A f  armer  who pract ices mixed
fa rm ing ,  "  exp la ins  geographer  John  F rase r  Har t ,  t 'may  se l - l  some o f
h is  c rops for  cash,  but  he feeds most  o f  them to  fa t ten ing an imals
or to workstock on the farm, and he returns manure from the animals
to  the so i  I  to  rna j -n ta in  i ts  fer t i l i t y  fo r  c rop product ion.  "  Typ ica l
mixed- f  arm crops inc luded corn,  smal l  g ra i  ns ,  and h"y ,  a l l  o f  wh ich
.were grown annual ly  but  ro ta ted f rom f ie ld  to  f ie fC to  sust ,a in  the
so i I .  A ] fa f fa  was  pa r t i cu la r l y  e f f i c i en t  a t  re tu rn ing  nu t r i en ts  to '
t he  so i l  . 7

Mixed farming "was par t  o f  the agr icu l tura l  revo lu t ion in  Europe,  "
according , to Hart .  "German-speaking farmers brought the concept tc
southeastern Pennsylvania long before the Revolut ionar l '  War,  and in
the  ea r l y  1BO0s  the i r  descendan ts  t ransp l -an ted  i t  t o  t he  M iami
vaf ley  o f  southwestern  Ohio ,  wh ich was the seedbed of  the Corn
Be l - t . . "  I n  Lancas te r  Coun ty ,  l t r eb raska ,  t he  t r ansm iss ion  o f  t h i s
pract ice  came more d i rec t ly  in  the l -a te  n ineteenth  century  f rom
newly  ar r ived German immigrants ,  inc lud ing the Her ters  .  8

Mixed farming was a log ica l  choice for  Nebraska farmers in  the la te

I  r .  D .  c o b u r n ,
Use-q as a Forage and
F r a s e r  H a r t ,  " C h a n g e
G. 1

The Book o f  A l fa f fa :  H is to ry ,  Cu l t i va t ion
Fert i l izer (New York:  Orange Judd Company,
i r i  - ,he  Corn  BeI t r "  Geograph ica l  Rev iew 76

and Mer iLs,  I ts
1 9 0 8 ) ,  1 3 8 ;  J o h n
( J a n u a r y  1 9 8 6 ) :

8  
l i a r t  ,  51
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.  nineteenth and ear ly twent ieth centur ies,  as a bul- l -et in f rom the
Nebraska Experiment Stat ion explained: ' .L i .vestock usual ly provides
the best means for economic ut i l izat ion of  the feed grain and
forage crops, which occupy such a large proporEion of the farm area
of Nebraska. That such Nebraska crops are disposed of largely thru
l ivestock is evident f rom the smal. l  proport ions of  the crops that
are marketed in their  or ig inal  form., ,  Between 1923 and 1927, for

.example, Nebraska farms used over 96 percent of  the al fal fa they
grew for their  own f ivestock. During that same per iod, three-
quarters of  the farmers, income came from sei l ing l ivestock and
l ivestock products,  part icular ly beef catt fe (28 percent)  and hogs
(30 percent)  .  Jacob and Mary t ler ter raised both, as welt  as dairy
catt le.  Their  granddaughter Norma, who grew up on the farm, later

.  wrote the "corn was raised and picked by hand and used for
l ivestock feed and also seed for plant ing the next spr ing" Al fa1fa

.  and prair ie hay was cut and put in the barn for feeding the
. l ivestock. Cane was raisecl  for a roughage feed for the catt1e., ,  The

Shorthorn and dairy catt le grazed in the pasture direct ly north of
. ,  the farm.bui lc i ings t-hat of fered an open f ie ld for forage, a wooded

area for protect ion from the elements,  and a smal l  pond for water.
The farmsteaC included a smokehouse where meat f rom butchered
animal-s was processed.. '

Mary died in 1952. Jake l - ived on the farm unt i l  1960 when, at  the
age of 97, he passed away. H. is son Edward and daughter- in- law

e Haro lc i  Hec jges  and F .  F .  E l - I io t t ,  Types  o t '  Farming in  Nebr -aska,  Nebraska
Exper iment  S ta t : -on  BuI l -e t - i -n  243 (L inco f  n :  Un lvers i - t_v  o f  Nebraska Co l lege o f
A g r i c u l t u r e  E x p e r i r n e n r -  S t a t i  o n ,  M a y  1 9 3 0 )  ,  5 - 6 ,  1 1 ,  1 5 ,  L ' l  ;  H a g a m a n r  u n t i t - i e d
t y p e d  m a n u s c r i p t ,  n . d .
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Margueri te,  who had marr ied in L926, stepped in to manage the farm.
A f te r  Edward ' s  dea th  i n  i 913 ,  f a rm opera t i ons  were  passed  to  h i s
daughter ,  Norma,  anc l  her  husband,  Wayne Hagaman,  a l though
Marguer i t e  occup ied  the  house  un t i i  1988 .  The  Hagamans  fa rm 100
acres of  the property today, cont inuing a four-generaLion tradi t ion
spanning more than a cent.ury.  They discont j -rrued dairy cperat ions at
the  fa rm in to  the  ea r l y  1970s ,  anc t  so ld  the  bu i i d ings  and  20  ac res
in  1  995 to  Joe l -  and Kathy Sar tore ,  who are  preserv ing the
st ruc tures.  The Sar tores substant ia l ly  upgraded the house 's  min imal
e lec t . r ica l  w i r ing and in t roduced indoor  p lumbing;  ear :1y  owners  had
re l  ied  on an out .house .  

10

The l -ack  o f  indoor  p lumbing exempl i f ied  the Her ters '  conservat ive
approach to f  arrning .  Jacob Herter rei  ied on horses f  or plowing and
other farm work long after raost neighbors had shi f ted their  loyal ty
to  t rac tors .  and combines.  Trad i t ion  was t rus ted over  new
techno logy .  Th i s  ph i l osophy  l ed  to  a  th r i f t y  I i f es t y le  tha t  he lped
the fami ly weather the economic downturns that per iodical ly plagued
agt icul ture.  I t  a lso encouraged th.em to ccnt inue with rni  xeci  farming

10 Fred Retz la f f ,  in te rv iew by  au thor ,  March  14 ,  2OOL;  Hagaman;  Nat iona l
R e g i s t e r  n o m i n a t i o n ,  8 - 1  a n d  1 - 2 ;  A n g e l a  H e y w o o d  B i b l e ,  " P r e s e r v i n g  t h e  P a s t :
Sartores Restore Farmhouse to I ts Ful l  Splendorr  "  L incol-n , . iournal  Star,  September
2 4 ,  2 0 0 0 .  T h e  H e r t e r s '  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  a d o p t  m o d e r n  u t i l i t i e s  w a s  n o t  a  c o m p l e l e
surpr ise  in  Nebraska,  wh ich  was genera t ly  s low to  conver t  to  these conven iences , '
i n  1 9 4 0 ,  o n l y  2 2 . 3  p e r c e n i :  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  f a r m h o u s e s  h a d  r u n n i n g  w a t e r ,  I 2 . 4
percent  had f lush  to i le ts ,  74 . I  percent  had ba th tubs  or  showers ,  and 16 .3  percent
had cent ra l  heat ing .  See Rt rby  Loper ,  Margare t  Fedde,  Margare t  L is ton ,  and T .  A .
F i l ip i ,  ' )Pos twar  Hou-s ing  and t rqu ipmel r t ,  "  in  Nebras , l ;a  Lcoks  AheaC:  pos twar .

Agr icul tural-  Probiems and Propcsed Progz'anis,  Bul let in 380 (Lincoln:  Universi ty cf
N e b r a s k a  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r r c u l . t r r - r e ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r : , m e n t  S t a t i o r r ,  1 9 4 5 ) ,  B € ' .
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a f  t e r  V {o r l d  War  I  I  ,  when  many  l oca l  f  a rmers  spec ia l  i  zed  the i r
ope ra t i ons -e i t he r  expand ing  l i ves tock  feed lo t s r  o r  ge t t i ng  ou t  o f
l - i ves tock  and  i n to  cash -g ra in  fa rm ing .

a

Whi le  success i ve  genera t i ons  o f  Her te rs  bough t  and  so l c l  many
parceJ-s  o f  land dur ing the course o f  the twent ie th  century ,  th re
I2]- 'acre Herter Farrnstead Histor ic Di str ict  remained the nucf eu-s of
farm l - i fe  throughout  rnost  o f  that  per iod.  Other  land that  was
h is tor ica i ly  par t  o f  the far rn  has been conpromised by new
deve lopmen t ,  mak ing  the  i nc lus ion  o f  t he  i n tac t  720  ac res  i n  t he
h i s to r i c  d i s t r i c t  a i I  t he  more  c ruc ia l .

I .  Conclus ion

Farm ing  i s  one  o f  t he  mos t  s i . gn i f i can t  f ac to rs  i n  Nebraska ' s
h i s to ry .  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  l andscapes  a re  work ing  Iandscapes  .  As  a
proper ty  type,  f  a rms in  eas tern  Nebrars  ka are  character i  zed by a
farmstead-wi th  a  house,  barn,  and var ious outbu i ld ings-and
assoc ia tec i  f  a rml -and.  There is ,  h is tc r ica l iy ,  a  fundamenta i  phys ica l -
and  func t i ona l  re la t i onsh ip  be tween  a  fa rms tead  and  i t s  f i e l ds ,
pasture ,  and o ther  ho ld ings.  L ivestock,  fo r  example,  need a  pasture
fo r  g razLng ,  f eed  f rom the  f i e ids  fo r  w in te r  nou r i shmen t ,  and  a
ba rn  f o r  she l t e r .

The Her ter  Farmstead exempl i f ies  the s ta te 's  agr icu l tura l  her i tage.
Because  the  ex i s t i ng  d i v i s i on  o f  t he  fa rm 's  120  ac res  i n to
f  a rms tead . ,  pas tu re ,  and  f  i e l d  con t i nues  the  pa t tenn  o f  use
t rac i i t i ona l l y  assoc ia ted  w i t h ' t h i s  I and ,  t he  He r te r  Fa rms tead
H is to r i c  D is t r i c t  shou l -d  be  expanc led  to  i r i c l ude  the  en t i re  L20
acres.  And because farming operat ions cont inue cn the proper ty  much
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as they have s ince the la te  n ineteenth  century ,  the per iod o f
s ign i f icance should  be extended to  1953,  re f lec t ing the f i f ty -year
cu to f f  t yp i ca l l y  adop ted  fo r  Na t i ona l  Reg is le r  p rope r t i es .
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MM/ finul 6 . html- .

Herter,  Abraham and Cather irre,  to J.  W. Herter.  Deed 126:.  466,
May 29, 1905. Located at Lancaster CouDty Courthouse,
Lincol-n,  Nebras ka .

Kn ipse l ,  Todd .  \He rce r  Fa rms tead . "  Na t i ona l  Reg is te r  o f  H i s to r i c
P laces  Reg is t ra t i on  Fo rm,  Ap r i l  1 - ,  2000 .  Ava i l ab le  a t
Nebraska  S ta te  H is to r i ca l  Soc ie t y ,  L inco ln .

Re tz la f f ,  Da le .  I n te rv iew  by  au tho r ,  March  14 . ,  2001 .

Re tz la f f ,  F red .  I n te rv iew  by  au tho r ,  March  14 ,  2001_ .
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S e c t i c n  1 0  P a g e  1

O M B  N o .  L 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8

H e r J -  c r  F  e r m s f  e : c l

name of  proper ty

T , a n c a s t e r  C o r r n t y r  N e l r r a s k a

coun ty  and  s ta te

10 . GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage  o f  p rope r t y :  I 20  ac res  ( i nc l . ud ing  20  ac res  p rev ious l y
l i s t ed )

UTII  References:

Zone
i .  L4
.2 .  14

.  : 3 .  74
,  4 .  14

Eas t . i ng
7  0B  650
1 09260
1 49280
708680

Nor th ing
45L5900
4515920
4515L20
4  515110

Verbaf Boundary Description

'The nominated area is 120 acres of land occupying the eastern
three-quarters of the northeast quarter of Section 9, Township
9N, Range 8E, in Lancaster County, Nebraska.

Boundary .Tusti f  icat ion

The boundary encompasses the entire original tract of l-and
acquired by Abraharn Herter in 1885 f: :om the executors of the
estate of Charles Guthman. This tract became the nucfeus of the

. farm that Herter and his,heirs operated for over one hundred
years. The Herters acquired addit ionaf parcels of land during

. that t ime, but the intdgri ty of these parcels has been darnaged by
mcdern construction. The pasture, f ield, and farmstead on the
original 120 acres, however, are a welf-preserved functional- unit
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Un i ted  S ta tes  Depar tmen t  o f  t he  In te r i o r
Na t iona l  Pa rk  Se rv i ce

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PI,ACES

CONTINUATTON SIIEET

oMB No .  7024-O01 I

'  Sectionl0- Page- ? Herl- e,-^ F'a rnt

name of property

T , a n c a s t e r  C o r r n t y r  N e h r a s k a  _ -

county  and s ta te

representa t ive  o f  a  typ ica l  fa rming operat ion in  the area.  The
boundary  inc ludes the f ,armstead,  which was prev ious ly  l i s ted in
the  Na t iona l  Reg is te r .



NPS Fo rm 10 -900 -a
(B /86 )

Un i ted  SLa tes  Depar tmen t  o f  t he  fn te r i o r
Na t iona l -  Pa rk  Se rv i ce

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PI.,ACES

CONTINUATION SHEET

S e c t i o n  i 1  _  P a g e _ _ _ l

o M B  N o .  L 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8

F { p r t o r  F - a r m s t - e a c l

name of property

T . a n r - a s t e r  C n r r n f y ,  N e h r a s k a

cou.n ty  and s ta te

11.  FORM PREPARED BY

Char lene  Ro ise ,  Hess ,  Rc ise  a r rC  Company
1 0 0  l i o r t h  F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M N  5 5 4 0 1
672-338-1981

February  2003

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

USGS map
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U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r

N a t i  o n a l  P a r k  S e r : v i c e

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PI,ACES
CONTINUATION STIEET

S e c t i o n  P h o t o . s  P a g e _ l  o f  1 _  I { e ' r t e r  F a - m . s t e a c l

narre of  propert  y

T,a c-a s.t er_C-_cuntler 'Nehr^a s ka

cour r t y  and  s ta te

O M B  N o .  I O 2 4 - C  0  I  B

For  a l l  pho tog raphs :

D h ^ + ^ ^ - . 6 h 6 r :  C h a r l e n e  R o i s e
Date :  Augus t  29 ,  2OOL
Original  negat ives located at Hess, Roise and Company, 100 North
F i r s t ,  S t ree t ,  M inneapo l i s ,  M inneso ta . .55401

1 .  Sou thwes t  co rne r  o f .  p rope r t y  f rom eas t  s ide  o f  f i e fd
(behind farnstead) .  Looking southwest.

2 .  Cen te r  o f  p rope r t y  f rom eas t  s rde  o f  f i e l d  (beh ind
farmstead) .  Locking northwes t ' .

3.  .  Pasture on northeast quadrant r) f  properF-y.  Lookj-ng
southwest f ronr 14 6'"  Street.

4 j . :  WesE. s ide of  f  ieJ-d,  near scjuthwelsr-  corner. '  of  p: :o; . rer i :y.
Looking northeast.  ,
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Photo 3 
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