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The Jefferson County Court House bui l t  1890-1892 is one of Nebraskats
most exemplary court house structures, in the clasSical Romanesque mode
of architecture. The bui lding is compl.ete r,r i th 114 foot, four faced
clock tower cupola, and four statues, one over each of the acial entranc
in a c lass ica l  character .

The bui lding is constructed of rust icated l imestone with cornice and
window detai l ing in smooth faced stone. I t  stands two ful l  stories with
the basement proj ect ing up a ful l  window height. This project ion f orms
the Sase of  the c lass ic  combinat ion of  base,  shaf t ,  and capi to l .  The
low corner rel iefs are capped by ornate roof structures wit,h pseudo-
dotmers. This e(aggerated detai l ing along with the cupola gives a
victorian air to the otherrtr ise classic Romanesque f eatures.

The integrity of the courthouse has
of the interior furnishings remaining in
noticeable deteriorat ion in the e(terior
statues atop .the structure.

survived unaltered to the extent
their original order. The only
is minor damage to three of the
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Fai rbury  was es tab l i shed as  Je f ie rson County  Seat  in  1871 and E i re

town was incorpora ted  in  January ,  L872.  I t  was  soon reaLLzed EnaE to

conduct  gover ruren ta l  du t ies  p roper ly  a  cour thouse bu i ld ing  was needed.

A sma1 l  two s to ry  b r ick  bu i ld ing  was er rec ted  in  1873 to  ser f /e  as  a
Eer rporar )  cour thouse un t i l  a  more  permanent  s t ruc tu re  cou ld  be  f  inanced

a n d  b u i l t .

Need for  a new county cour thouse becane ev ident  by 1880 as Ehe tenp-
orary s tuc lure was beconing Eoo smal1 to accomnodate couaiy  business and
it was found to have no room to sEore records properly. I*r lr i le f inancial
and contracEual  arrangeinents were being nade the county of f ices were
:.^oved into Ehe top two f loors of the "Opera House" which had just been
bui l t  in  l iovenber  of  1882.

Again the Jef ferson countyrs adminisErat ion had ouEgrown i ts  rented
of f iee by 1885.  Proposals  for  a new cour t  house s/ere under took in  1887
and in 1889 the issue was voted upon and bonds were drarrn up and sold in
the €unount of $ 60 , 000 .

In  AugusE,  1890 p lans submit ted by J .  C.  I io l land,  a Topeka,  Kansas
Archi tect ,  were adopted,  and construcEion of  the new cour t  house was
conpleted in L892.

The Je f fe rson County  Cour t  House is  representa t ive  o f  EhaE per iod
when arch icec ts  were  very  f r i . vo lous  and f i ck le  in  the i r  searches  fo r
ec lec t i c  so lu t ions  in  a rch i tecEure .  Th is  in  tu rn  shows very  ev ident ly  in
the  cong lonera t ions  o f  s ty les ,  tex tu res ,  mater ia ls ,  and fo rns  wh ich
becane un i ted  in  many o f  the  bu i ld ings  o f  ch is  e ra  we ca l l  the  v ic to r ian
p e r i o d ,  1 8 8 0  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 t s .  T h e  c o u r E  h o u s e  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  m a n y  t i n e s
gave the  arch iEecE the  chance to  p rac t ice  these ec lec t i c  bor rough ing
techn iques  to  the i r  fu11es t .  Th is  a1 l  was  done in  lue  o f  the  grand iose
ef fec t ,  wh ich  i t  was  assured o f  ach iev ing .  These ear ly  cour t  houses  a iso
p layed on  pub l ic  p r ide  and were  bu i l c  par t ia l l y  as  a  p ro jec t ion  o f  the
Prosper i ty  o f  these ne l t l y  fonred  counEy seaEs.  Many t ines  Ehe se lec t ion
of Ehe councy seat involved ser ious feuds between the cowrrs aspir ing
toward the same end.

TLr is  publ ic  bui ld ing is  s ign i f icant
has renained unal tered and yet  funct ional

because i t  i s  one o f  few wh ich
through iEs  many years  o f  use .

archi tectura l  rev iew of  Neb' raska cour t  houses.
Z : : - o n i n : n r  p o q i l -  i n n  i n  a n r  I
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As the  des ig ,na ted  S ta te  L ia i son  Of f i ce r  fo r  the  Na-

t i ona l  H is to r i c  P reserva t ion  Ac t  o f  1966  (Pub l i c  I . aw

89605) .  I  he reby  nomina te  th i s  p roper t y  fo r  i nc lus ion

rn  ihe  l {a t i ona l  Reg is te r  and  ce r t . i f y  tha t  i t  has  been

eva iua ted  accord ing  to  the  c r i t e r i a  and  p rocedr res  se t

for th by the Nat ional  Park Service.  
' l 'he recommended

level  of  s igni f icance of  th is nominat ion is :
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