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l. Namc of Property
historic name PerklnE Countv Courthouse
other names/site number PR04-001

L l-ocation
street & number Lincoln St bet 2nd & 3d Sts

w Grant
Perki

N/A
N/A
135

3. Classification
Ownership of Property
t I private.
[*]  publ ic- local
t  ]  publ ic-state

t 1 publ ic-Federal

Category of Property
xl bui lding(s)
J district
I site

] structure
I object

Number of Resources within Property
Contr ibuting

1
Noncontr ibuting

0

bui ld ings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

Name of related mult iple property l ist ing:
Countv Courthouses of Nebraska

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of
certify that this [x ] nomination [ ] request for determination
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
requirements set forth in 36 cFR Part 60. In my opinion,
National Regist6 criteria. t I &e pontinuation sheet.

'eservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby
of el igibi l i ty meets the documentation standards
Places and meets the procedural and professional
the property [X ] meets [ ] does not meet the

M a y  L 4 ,  1 9 9 0

DateSisnature of-  Nebraska S o c  i e t y
i fy inq  o f f i c ia l
a i e  H i s t o r i c a lt

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. [ ] See cont. sheet.

Signature of  comment ing or other of f ic ia l Date

5. Netional ParL Servicc C-r:rtificetion
I ,

t

t

t

t
t

hereby, certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register.
[ ] See continuation sheet
determined el igible for the National
Register. [ ] See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register.

removed from the National Register.
other, (explain:) _

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6- Function or Use
Ilistoric Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Government/courthouse Government /courthouse

7- Descrintion
Architectural Classif  icat ion
(enter categories from instructions)

Classica1 Revival

Mater ia ls (enter categor ies f rom instruct ions)

foundat ion stong
wal ls br ick

roof  asphal t
other stone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
[X] See continuation sheet, section 7, page l.

8. Stalement of Significancc
c" i t i ry i"goff i i iat-has"on, i@roperty inrelat iontootherpropert ies:

[ ] nationally [ ] statewide [x] locally

Appl icable Nat ional  Register Cr i ter ia [x]  e [ ]B [x]  C [ ]O

Cr i t e r i a  Cons ide ra t i ons  (Excep t i ons )  t lA  l lB  I lC  t lD  I 1E  I IF  I lC

Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
(Enter categories from instructions)
Pol itics,/qovernment 1926-40
Architecture l-926-27

Cultural Aff i l iat ion
N/A

Significant Person
N/A

Architect/Bui lder
R e v n o l d s ,  J .  F .

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance
noted above.

[X] See continuation sheet, section 8, page 1.
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Built in 1926-27, the Perkins county Courthouse is a fine example of the
Property TIT)e, county citadel. fdentifying features include: rectangu-
lar shape, centered entrance, costly naterials, diEtinctive ornamenta-
t ion, C1assical Revival styl ist ic inf luence, provision for f i reproof
storage, and the impresslon of a government building representing
nodernity, sinpllcity, atrength, and prosperity. In addition, the court-
house has other county cltadel characteristlcs: flat roof and designed
by an architect.

A nodest utillty shed on the slte waE not counted aE a resource. As one
of the nore elaborate courthouse designs, the building has a higher
degree of tolerance for its principal alteration, windorrE filled with
glass block. signiflcant orlginal exterior elenents and naterlals remain
to a sufficlent degree to recognize the architectural forn of the
building as a courthouse.

The courthouse ls rectangular and consists of three stories. The use of
rusticated brick (set upon a srnall etone foundation) and a water table
gives the appearance of a raised basement, but entrances are at grade.
A proninent entry pavilion on the east facade identifies the principal
entrance, but there is alEo access on the other three facades. The north
entrance was lntended to be a nonpublic entrance to the janitor's living
quarEers .

A serles of irnposing elernents focus attention on the centered nain
entrance. These include pairs of fluted engaged colunns, the broad
cornice, a fine carved eagle at the parapet, and the deeply recessed
entry. Two distinctive two-gIobe wal.I lights have sna1l lionrs heads and
a torch shape executed in netal flanking the entry.

The noulded cornice continues around the other facades, a unifying
feature along with the water table and brick parapet with panels. The
three secondary facades continue the naterials and elenents of the
prinary facade but in a slnplifled nanner and lacking entry pavilions.

Stone trirn provides an alternate texture to contraEt with the 1i9ht tan
face brlck. The tr in is used effect lvely to hlghl ight narron si l ls,
Trater table and other courses, pilaster bases and capitals, and at the
entry pavi l ion.

Tno bayE consisting of large window EpaceE on aLl floors flank the
principal entrance, and the other facades have five bays. Paired or
lingte- pilasters separate the bays effectively. The floorplan ls a



NPS Form l0-900-a NPS/Four Mile Research Company
(8-86) (Approved l/89)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Word Processor Format OMB Approval  No.  1024-0018

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 7 Paoe 2
Y

truncated x-shape on the ground floor, but is T-shaped on upper floors.
vault placernent ls variable.

The courthouse is a fine exarople of the county citadel courthouse
exhiblting Classlcal Revival stylistic elements. These include the
syrnrnetric arrangernent, rusticated base, nonunental engaged colurnns, and
such cLassical elenents as fluted Ionic columns and swags.

windows have been filled ln with glass block and two srnaller windows,
although the original shapes rernain. An historLc photograph at the
Nebraska State HistoricaL Society shows that the original windows
consisted of a number of horizontal and vertical divisiong. The fire
escape on the secondary or Eouth facade does not appear orlgina1, and
glass and netal doors are replacenents. fnterior nodifications include
acoustical tile ceilings and sone replacenent llghting. An elevator has
been added near the stairs to provide access to upper floors for the
handicapped.

Notable interior elenente lnclude grey narble staircases and wainscoting,
netal banisters in a geonetrlc pattern, noulded plaster panels and
corniceE in hal lways, and green netal counterE 1n off ices. The distr ict
courtroom retalns a nunber of inportant original featureE, lncludingt
attractive dark woodwork (bar, judgete bench) , rnoulded pilasters set on
high bases, and dist inct ive l ight f ixtures.

The Perkins County Courthouse enJoys a full courthouse square one block
fron the principal connerclal etreet of crant. There are houses on three
sides nith open space (rodeo grounds) behind the site. The slightly
sloplng site is atrewn with rnature trees. Pedestrian walks extend fron
the buiLding (whlch 1g centered on the eite) to the corners on Lincoln
Street, and there is also a central entry walk wlth a sma11 bench. A
snall parking lot and a modeat utillty shed (not counted for thls
nonination) are located on the rear or west side of the building.
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The Perkins county Courthouse ls architecturally significant (Criterion
c) and also histol ical ly slgnif icant (cr l ter lon A) for l ts associat ion
with politics and 1ocal government. [he property derives its historic
signlficance as a focal point for the adninlstration of local governrnent
and institutions in the county. It is a fine exampLe of public
architecture and contains good exanples of design features and facilities
distinctive to its design and use as a courthouse.

As a good exanple of the County Citadel Property Type, the courthouse
contains deslgn features and facilities dlstinctive to its design and use
(auch as fireproof vault8), has a rectangiul.ar shape, centered entrance,
costly uraterials, distinctlve ornarnentation, and ClassicaI Revival
styl ist ic inf luence. Elenenta of the design combine effect ively to
convey the impression of a governnent bullding representing modernity,
sinplicity, and prosperlty, also features of the County citadel. The
Period of Signif icance is 1926, when construction began, to 1940, when
the rrfifty year rulerr takee effect. The Perkins County courthouse is
being nornlnated as an exarnple of the Property EIT)e, county courthouses
of Nebraska (county citadel) of the context, County Governnent in
Nebraska, 1854-1941, from the ltultiple Property Subnission, county
courthouses of Nebraska.

Perkins county is located in the southwest part of the atate just south
of the Platte River. fts nestern boundary is the state line betneen
colorado and Nebraska. The area was settled in the I880s. During that
decade the chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad constructed a line
through ttre county. The tonn of Grant was platted that sane year, but
not at the present location. When it was learned the rail line would
miss Grant, the torirn site waE moved to a trackside location, a reflection
of the lnportance of rail connections.

Perkins county was established ln 1887 and fittlngly named for the
presldent of the railroad. Conmunitles competed for the county seat
designation, and two elect ions were required to select Grant in 1888.
A nodest frane courthouse was bullt whlch eerved the county until 1901
when a forrner bank !,tas acquired for courthouse purposes and used until
L927 .

In May of 1926 the county contracted uith J.F. Reynolds, an architect
fron Sioux city, Iowa, to deslgn the courthouse, in anticipation of a
successful bond electlon. The neasure passed at the end of the month,
and construction ptans proceeded. BondE, a tax levy, sale of old
buildings, and general fund monies paid for the building. on August 2,
;-926 the' geneial contractor lraE selected, cork and Ferrier fron
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uanhattan, Kansas. At that tiroe proposed stone pirasters for thesecondary facades were replaced with resi expensive bficx. on septernber
L, 1927, the county connissioners fornarly accepted the s126,ooo court-
house .
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[Xl See continuation sheet, section 9, page l.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
prel iminary determination of individual l ist ing Primary location of addit ional data:
(36 CFR 67) has been requested
previously l isted in the National Register

]  designated a Nat ional  Histor ic Landmark

]  recorded by Histor ic American Bui ld ings
Survey #

] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[rJ State historic preservation off ice

I 1 Other state agency
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t  I  Universi ty
t 1 Other
Specify repository:
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l0- Geocraphical Data
Acrease of orooertv I  acre

UTM References
A lu4 l  12  17  l0  l l l  0 l  0 l  l 4 t  s l  21  4 l  s t  11  0 l  B  t l l  I  l l l l l t l

Zone Easting Northing Tnne Easting Northing
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Tnne Easting Northing Tnne Easting Northing

I I  See continuation sheet, section 10, page 1.

Verbal Boundary Description

[X] See continuation sheet, section 10, page 1.

Boundary Justi f icat ion

[X] See continuation sheet, section 10, page 1.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The noninated property, the Perklns county Courthouse, occupies all of
block 32 of the origlnal Plat of Grant.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entLre city block that lras historical'Iy been
associated with the property.

1



Photo 1 of 3. View looking west showing east façade 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research, 1988, NSHS (8809/10:18a) 

Photo 2 of 3. View looking northeast showing south and west facades 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research, 1988, NSHS (8809/10:21a) 



Photo 3 of 3. View looking southwest showing detail of east facades 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research, 1988, NSHS (8809/10:31a) 


