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Pilot error is 
blamed for A300 
Nepal crash 
Misinterpretation of air field approach charts by 
one or both pilots is thought 
to have been the primary 
cause of Pakistan Interna 
tional Airlines (PIA) Airbus 
A300 accident near Kath 
mandu, Nepal, which hap 
pened in September 1992. 
That is the conclusion of a 
draft final report, completed 
in mid-March by the commis 
sion set up to investigate. 
The report is understood to 
call for the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation to de 
velop conventions to simplify 
commercial approach charts. 
It also recommends that radar 
and precision-approach guid 
ance equipment be installed 
at Kathmandu airport and 
that air-traffic controllers be 
given more authority to ad 
vise pilots of their position. 
The commission has con 
cluded that the PIA flightcrew 
inadvertently adopted an ap 
proach profile such that at 
each distance-measuring 
equipment (DME) "fix", the 
aircraft was at the altitude 
expected for the next fix, 
effectively making the A300 
one step ahead on the normal 
approach procedure. 
Factors were the "clut 
tered" nature of the approach 
chart, the complexity of the 
standard Kathmandu proce 
dure, PIA crew training and 
briefing materials. 
The final report is expected 
to suggest that charts could 
be simplified to use a stepped 
profile, with DME and alti 
tude provided in tabular 
form. The commission sees 
considerable scope for im 
provements to Kathmandu's 
Sierra approach procedure 
and associated charts. 
The final draft report, part 
of which has been leaked to 
Flight International, has been 
sent to Pakistan and France as 
the states of registry and 
manufacture, respectively, for 
comment before publication 
in mid-June. • 
Boeing prepares for 
stretched 777 launch 
BY GUY NORRIS 
IN LOS ANGELES 
Boeing is to lay the ground for launching the stretched 
version of the 777 by mid-
April, when it is expected to 
make the first firm proposals to 
Asia/Pacific customer airlines. 
The first talks are expected 
to take place with Cathay Pa 
cific, covering the conversion 
of some of the airline's 777 
options from the shorter, A-
market, version. 
Boeing will neither confirm 
nor deny the move and says 
that "...a stretch is part of the 
777 family plan and it is Boe 
ing philosophy that customers 
launch programmes. There has 
been no formal go-ahead." 
It is believed that the Boeing 
board has approved the pro 
gramme in principle, but says 
that the launch of the stretched 
777, a larger-capacity version 
of the long-range B-market air 
craft, is conditional on re 
ceiving orders for at least 20 
aircraft. Cathay, which has or 
dered 11 777s with options on 
Fokker cuts jobs 
Fokker is to cut 2,118 of its 12,500 workforce this year 
and put a block on wage in 
creases for the next two years. 
The company says that the 
move is in response to the 
continuing crisis in the civil-
aviation industry. 
As a result of the jobs cuts 
and other savings, Fokker 
hopes to reduce costs by 
DF1270 million ($145 million) 
annually — about DF1200 
coming from wage cuts. The 
company says that, where pos 
sible, it will retrieve subcon 
tract work. 
Earlier this year, Fokker said 
that it was cutting annual Fok 
ker 100 production from 59 to 
40 aircraft, and Fokker 50 out 
put from 27 to 20. • 
11 more, is expected to convert 
up to six of the options to the 
stretched version, depending 
on cost and specification. Other 
airlines pushing for the stretch 
include Japan AirlSines, All 
Nippon Airways and Thai In 
ternational Airways. 
The aircraft will have a max-
Family planning stretches 777 
imum gross take-off weight of 
268,000kg, requiring around 
395kN (89,0001b) of thrust 
from each engine. 
The 777 stretch will carry 
around 420 passengers, in 
three classes, and 44 LD-3 
cargo containers, or 30t of 
freight. It will be 3.5m longer 
than the 747-400, at around 
74m. According to the times-
cale originally discussed, 
Cathay could receive its first 
stretched 777 in May 1998. 
The airline's first standard A-
market aircraft is due to be 
delivered in March 1996. 
Some 90% of the 777 prod 
uct definition has been released 
to manufacturing and initial 
assembly of the first elements 
is under way. 
Analysis of the stress testing 
Undertaken on a developmental 
version of the all-composite 
horizontal stabiliser shows that 
the structure is stronger than 
required. Similar testing of a 
developmental fuselage is due 
to take place in May. 
First delivery of the A-
market aircraft to United Air 
lines is planned for 15 May, 
1995. First flight of the 777, 
which so far has collected 118 
firm orders and 95 options, is 
due in June 1994. D 
Airbus calls for R&D funding 
Asenior Airbus official has warned that Europe's civil-
aerospace sector will fall be 
hind that of the USA if 
Governments do not respond 
to die GATT trade agreement 
aerospace-subsidy limitations 
with more cash for research and 
development (R&D). 
Michel Dechelotte, Airbus 
international planning director, 
speaking on 24 March to a UK 
Parliamentary committee inves 
tigating the state of the British 
aerospace industry, said: "Gov 
ernments have to come up with 
more support if we are to stay 
in business. The lack of re-
search-and-development work 
in Europe will make itself felt 
by the end of the decade." 
The USA has been quick to 
adapt, with a five-fold increase 
in NASA's budget, he claims. 
Lack of a long-term Govern 
ment view in the UK over the 
past 12 years has caused indus 
try to fall behind and, now, 
even the French Government 
lacks a long-term view as a 
result of the GATT changes, 
says Airbus. 
The three major Airbus part 
ners, Aerospatiale, British Aer 
ospace and Deutsche Aero 
space, have already met to 
hammer out a ten-year research 
and development plan — the 
first attempt to carry out a 
common strategy through indi 
vidual government-funded 
work, he says. 
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