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Foreword
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The XXX Olympic Games London 2012 are upon us. This 
will be the sixth performance of Croatian athletes at the 
Summer Olympics since the country’s independence. 

With joy and pride we remember each won medal. 

Now again the moment has arrived when our Olympians will 
play against the best of the best. 108 of them will comprise, 
together with their professional staff, the largest Croatian 
Olympic delegation ever.

Performance at the Olympics is what every athlete dreams 
of. To take place among the 10.500 best in the world is 
already a great success itself. But Croatian athletes are not 
going to London only to perform there, but they are going to 
win the medals. The Croatian Olympic Committee, but also 
the Croatian sports public, have great hopes for the Croatian 
Olympic team, among which there are the European, World 
and Olympic champions. All of them have dedicated their 
whole life, not just one Olympic cycle, to the discipline, 
sacrifice and hard work, and all that thanks to the great love 
for sports.

In the world we live in, sports exceeds its frames. Sports can 
unite when ethnicity, politics and culture often separate. 
And therefore the Olympics are not only the biggest 
sports event in this year where success is measured only 
in centimeters, meters, seconds; they show to the world 
community the Olympic spirit by sending an important 
message of peace, friendship, respect and fair play. 

We believe that the Croatian Olympians will communicate 
this message at any time, not only with their performance, 
but also with their behavior at sports arenas and outside 
them. 

To all the participants of the Olympic Games 
in London I wish the best personal results 
and a lot of satisfaction.

Dear athletes, dear sports friends

President of the 
Croatian Olympic 
Committee 

Zlatko Mateša
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The most important sports event of the year is upon us 
– the Olympic Games in London, where we can expect 
16 days of unforgettable sports competitions. From 

July 27th to August 12th London will bring together 10.500 
athletes from 205 National Olympic Committees of the 
world. Among the top athletes there are 108 Croatian ones. 
Croatian sports aces will perform in 18 sports disciplines. 
Each of them managed, through dedicated and hard work, to 
achieve their sports dreams, to the pride of their loved ones 
and to the satisfaction of all of us.

The Croatian Olympic Committee, as the highest Croatian 
sports authority, with great responsibility started providing 
conditions for the best preparation of Croatian athletes, 
in order to help them to achieve in London, a three times 
Olympic Games host, the best personal results. 
The Project Olympics London 2012 was accepted by the 
COC Assembly in December 2008. Thus the COC, through a 
four-year project, provided support to Croatian athletes in 
their efforts to perform at the Olympics.

I am convinced that the Croatian athletes will do their best 
to in order to add to the Croatian sports Treasury, which 
already has 27 Olympic medals, a few more from London. 
The expectations are high: we would be happy with five 
medals (as in Beijing in 2008), but we still secretly dream of 
a few more. 

We want  everyone’s hard work to bear fruit and overjoy all 
of us with their results. 

Olympians, good luck! 

Dear sports friends, 

Secretary General of 
the Croatian Olympic 
Committee 

Josip Čop





Foreword

The Croatian Olympic delegation of the London Olympics 
consists of  108 top Croatian players whose qualifying success 
represents a remarkable sports achievement itself, making 

every member of the Croatian sports family extremely proud . 
The facts on the historical step forward and competition of 
Croatian athletes in  three new sports - judo, fencing and distance 
swimming, as well as participation of female basketball and hand-
ball players at the XXX. Olympic Games in London speak in favour 
of this. 
 
They are accompanied by 94 members of the professional staff 
under the leadership of experienced sports experts with the high-
est sports, medical, training and logistic expertise, which every 
Croatian athlete can fully rely on. 
 
In my name and in the name of the colleagues who have worked 
intensively and with the highest responsibility on the project of 
the Olympic Games in London 2012, to each member of the Croa-
tian Olympic Delegation I wish outstanding athletic Appearance, 
creative relationship of friendship, understanding of sports, cultural 
and other differences, fair play, justice and mutual respect before, 
during and after the London Olympics. 
 
The Croatian Olympic Committee and the Office for the Olym-
pic program, in cooperation with the master sports federations 
have given maximum effort to fulfill the top conditions of sports 
creativity of each candidate for the Games. I am sure that this will 
be confirmed by the sports results and medals both for individu-
als and teams at this world’s biggest sports event 2012 - London 
Olympics. Next in line are the athletes. We wish them success. 
 
Successful Games to everyone!
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Dear Olympic friends, 

Chef de Mission 
of the Croatian 
Olympic Delegation 
London 2012 

Damir Šegota
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Delegation

SPORT
ATHLETES

TOTAL
ATHLETES

OFFICIALS
TOTAL

OFFICIALS
TOTAL

M F
“P”

substitute
athletes

“Ac” “P” “Ao” “Ao”
1st rotation

“Ao”
2nd rotation

ATHLETICS 5 4  9   1 3 2 6 15 

BASKETBALL  12  12   5 1  6 18

CYCLING 2   2   2   2 4

DISTANCE SWIMMING  1  1    1  1 2

FENCING 1   1   1   1 2

GYMNASTICS 1 1  2   2   2 4

HANDBALL 14 14 2 30   11 3  14 14

JUDO 1 1  2   2   2 4

KAYAK 1   1   2   1 2

ROWING 5   5 1  3   4 9

SAILING 9 3  12 1  8 4  13 25

SHOOTING 4 1  5  1 2   3 8

SWIMMING 1 2  3   1   1 4

TABLE TENNIS 2 2  4   2   2 6

TAEKWONDO  2  2   1 1  2 4

TENNIS 3 1  4  2 1   3 7

WATERPOLO 13   13   5 2  7 20

WRESTLING 2   2   1   1 3

MISSION     3  4 3  10 10

MEDICAL TEAM       7 6  13 13

TOTAL 64 44 2 110 5 3 60 24 2 94 204
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CHEF DE MISSION 

Damir Šegota

Date of birth: 
22 May 1966
Place of birth: 
Zagreb

OLyMPIC ATTACHé

Predrag 
StoJČeVIĆ
Date of birth: 
2 November 1955
Place of birth: 
Karlovac

MISSION MEMBER

Petra NoSSo
Date of birth: 
29 August 1975
Place of birth: 
Zagreb

MISSION MEMBER

Darko MeSaReK
Date of birth: 
30 July 1976
Place of birth: 
Zagreb

MISSION MEMBER

Zoran ŠteFeC
Date of birth: 
30 July 1971
Place of birth: 
Koprivnica

DEPUTy CHEF DE 
MISSION

Miroslav ZeČIĆ

Date of birth: 
9 September 1975
Place of birth: 
Zagreb

PRESS ATTACHé

Manuela 
SeNtĐeRĐI 

Date of birth: 
15 October 1979 
Place of birth: 
Ludwigsburg (Germany) 

MISSION MEMBER

Višnja PeRaN

Date of birth: 
11 November 1967
Place of birth: 
Zagreb

MISSION MEMBER

Maja geNCeL 
FaLKoNI
Date of birth: 
24 September 1976
Place of birth: 
Rijeka

MISSION MEMBER

Ivana 
VoLaReVIĆ
Date of birth: 
15 August 1981
Place of birth: 
Zagreb
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Athletics

IVaN HoRVat  
(Pole Vault)

Date of birth:
17 August 1993
Place of birth:
Osijek

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games
 
Career Highlights:
2nd place at the European Youth Olympic 
Festival (Tampere 2009)
8th place at the World Youth Championships  
(Bressanone 2009)  
2nd place at the World Youth Championships  
(Barcelona 2012)  

18

aNDRaS HaKLItS
(Hammer Throw)

Date of birth:
23 September 1977
Place of birth:
Szombathely
(Hungary)

Olympic Appearances:
Sydney 2000 (hammer throw)
Atena 2004 (hammer throw)
Peking 2008 (hammer throw)
Vancouver 2010 (bobsleigh)
 
Career Highlights:
5th place at the Mediterranean Games 2005 
in Almeria 
7th place at the Mediterranean Games 2009 
in Pescara 
8th place at the Beijing 2008 
7th place at the World Championship Berlin, 
2009



MaRtIN MaRIĆ
(Discus Throw)

Date of birth: 
19 april 1984
Place of birth: 
Beograd
(Serbia)

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008
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NIKoLINa HoRVat 
(400 m Hurdles)

Date of birth:
18 September 1986
Place of birth:
Zagreb

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008
 
Career Highlights:
3rd place at the Mediterranean Games Pes-
cara, 2009 
7th place at the European Championship 
(U-23) Debrecen, 2007
6th place at the European Junior Champion-
ship Kaunas, 2005 
6th place at IAAF Grand Prix Zagreb, 2004



Athletics

Sandra PeRKoVIĆ 
(Discus Throw)

Date of birth: 
21 June 1990
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

User of IOC’s Olympic Solidarity scholarship 
for athletes for the Olympic Games London 
2012 

COC Greatest Hope of Croatian Sports 2009 
Winner of COC award ”Dražen Petrović“ in 
2009

Career Highlights:
1st place at the European Championship 
Helsinki 2012 - 67.62 
1st place at the European Championship 
Barcelona 2010 - 64.67
1st place at the European Junior Champion-
ship Novi Sad 2009 - 62.44

Nedžad MULaBegoVIĆ 
(Shot Put)

Date of birth: 
4 February 1981
Place of birth:
Derventa 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

Olympic Appearances:
Athens 2004
Beijing 2008 

Career Highlights:
4th place at the European Indoor Champi-
onship Paris 2011
6th place at the European Championship 
Barcelona 2010
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Lisa Christina StUBLIĆ 
(Marathon)

Date of birth: 
18 May 1984
Place of birth:
Farmington CT (USA)

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

Career Highlights:
1st place at the OMV Linz marathon April 
10th, 2011 

aNa ŠIMIĆ 
(High Jump)

Date of birth: 
5  May 1990
Place of birth: 
Gradačac 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

Career Highlights:
7th place at the European Championship 
(U-23) Ostrava



Athletics
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Roland Robert VaRga 
(Discus Throw)

Date of birth: 
22 October 1977
Place of birth:
Budapest (Hungary)

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

Career Highlights:
6th place on the annual EF ranking 2010

Olympic Park
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TEAM LEADER

Milan 
oReŠKoVIĆ
Date of birth: 
10 January 1952
Place of birth: 
Virovitica

COACH

Josip gaŠPaRaC

Date of birth: 
1 October 1937
Place of birth: 
Nedelišće

COACH

Slavko PetRoVIĆ

Date of birth: 
22 September 1980
Place of birth: 
Zagreb

COACH

Ivan IVaNČIĆ

Date of birth: 
6 December 1937
Place of birth: 
Grabovica 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

COACH

edvard JoSIPoVIĆ
Date of birth: 
9 April 1961
Place of birth: 
Banja Luka
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

COACH

Ivan VeŠtIĆ

Date of birth: 
1 January 1962
Place of birth: 
Sedramić



Basketball

LUCa IVaNKoVIĆ

Date of birth: 
26 September 1987
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

IVa CIgLaR

Date of birth: 
12 December 1985
Place of birth:
Slavonski Brod

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games
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JeLeNa IVeZIĆ

Date of birth: 
17 March 1984
Place of birth:
Slavonski Brod

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games
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aNĐa JeLaVIĆ

Date of birth: 
21 september 1980
Place of birth:
Tomislavgrad 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games



Basketball

 aNa LeLaS

Date of birth: 
2 April 1983
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

LISa aNN KaRČIĆ

Date of birth: 
11 November 1986
Place of birth:
New Hyde Park 
(USA)

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games
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SaNDRa MaNDIR

Date of birth: 
4 August 1977
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

MIRNa MaZIĆ

Date of birth: 
24 December 1985
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games
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Basketball

aNtoNIJa MIŠURa

Date of birth: 
19 May 1988
Place of birth:
Šibenik

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

eMaNUeLa SaLoPeK

Date of birth:
18 April 1987
Place of birth:
Niš (Serbia)

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

28



29

IVa SLIŠKoVIĆ

Date of birth: 
4 September 1984
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

MaRIJa VRSaLJKo

Date of birth: 
8 August 1989
Place of birth:
Zadar

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games



Basketball
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TEAM LEADER

Boris 
JaKIMeNKo
Date of birth:
2 November 1958
Place of birth:
Zagreb

COACH

Dejan 
KoRoNSoVaC
Date of birth:
18 July 1967
Place of birth:
Osijek

DOCTOR

Nenad BožIĆ

Date of birth:
31 January 1963
Place of birth:
Karlovac

HEAD COACH

Stipe BRaLIĆ

Date of birth:
10 June 1973
Place of birth:
Šibenik

COACH

Branka MatKoVIĆ

Date of birth:
30 May 1953
Place of birth:
Borovo

PHySIOTHERAPIST

Ivana HaCe

Date of birth:
22 September 1986
Place of birth:
Nova Gradiška

Basketball Arena
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Cycling
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RaDoSLaV RogINa
(Road Race) 

Date of birth:
3 March 1979
Place of birth:
Varaždin

Olympic Appearances: 
Beijing 2008 

Career Highlights:
2nd place at the 2011 A Category Interna-
tional Competition

RoBeRt KIŠeRLoVSKI
(Road Race) 

Date of birth:
9 August 1986 
Place of birth:
Čačak (Serbia)

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Career Highlights:
32nd place on the UCI Ranking 
(stand in May 2012)
10st place in total Giro d’Italia 2010
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TEAM LEADER

eugen PLeŠKo

Date of birth:
10 November 1948
Place of birth:
Zagreb 

COACH

Ivo RILoVIĆ

Date of birth:
16 May 1967
Place of birth:
Zagreb 

Velodrome



Distance swimming

TEAM LEADER/COACH

Slaven ŠItIĆ 

Date of birth:
18 March 1965
Place of birth:
Split

34

KaRLa ŠItIĆ
(Marathon 10 km)
 
Date of birth: 
6 May 1992 
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 
 
Career Highlights:
5th place at the European Championship 
Eilat 2011 (10km)
8th place at the European Championship 
Balaton 2010 (25km)
7th place at the European Junior Champion-
ship Poreč 2009 (5km)
7th team place at the European Junior 
Championship Poreč 2009 (3km)



BoJaN JoVaNoVIĆ
(Foil Individual)

Date of birth: 
31 January 1980 
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Career Highlights:
5th place at the European Championship 
Sheffield 2011 (floret/single)
1st place at the World Cup Venezuela 2010 
(floret)

TEAM LEADER/COACH

Darko LIMoV

Date of birth: 
22 December 1970
Place of birth:
Zagreb

35

Fencing



Gymnastics

FILIP UDe 
(All-round)

Date of birth:
3 June 1986
Place of birth:
Čakovec

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008 
(silver medal in men’s pommel horse) 

User of IOC’s Olympic Solidarity scholarship 
for athletes for the Olympic Games London 
2012

COC Croatia’s Best Male Athlete 2008 Member 
of COC’s Active Athletes Commission.
In 2008 awarded the annual “Franjo Bučar” 
State Award for Sports 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Cup Osijek 2010 
(pommel horse)
5th place at the World Championship 
Rotterdam 2010
2nd place at the Mediterranean Games 
Pescara 2009 (floor)
3rd place at the World Cup Maribor 2009
6th place at the total ranking on the 
World Ranking 2009
2nd place at the World Cup Tianjin 2008 
(pommel horse)

tINa eRCeg
(All-round)

Date of birth: 
3 May 1988
Place of birth:
Split

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

Career Highlights:
2nd place at the World Cup Maribor 2011 
(floor)
2nd place at the World Cup Doha 2010 
(beam)
2nd place at the World Cup Osijek 2010 
(floor)
2nd place at the World Cup Doha 2009 
(beam and floor)
3rd place at the World Cup Osijek 2009 
(beam and floor)
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COACH

Magda ILIĆ

Date of birth:
10 June 1952
Place of birth:
Pula

COACH

Igor KRIaJIMSKII

Date of birth:
14  July 1959
Place of birth:
Magadan (Russia)
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Handball (M)

MIRKo aLILoVIĆ

Date of birth:
15 September 1985
Place of birth:
Ljubuški 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2008 and 2009 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012
2nd place at the World Championship 
Hrvatska 2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
2nd place at the European Championship 
Lillehammer 2008
4th place at the Beijing 2008

38

IVaNo BaLIĆ

Date of birth:
1 April 1979
Place of birth:
Split

Olympic Appearances:
Athens 2004 (gold medal)
Beijing 2008 (flag-bearer)

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2003, 2004, 2006, 2008 and 2009 
COC Best Male Athlete 2007 
Received the medal of the Order of Danica 
Hrvatska (the Croatian Morning Star) with the 
image of Franjo Bučar
Double winner of the “Franjo Bučar” State 
Award for Sports 
World Player of the Year 2003 and 2006 
IHF Best Male Handball Player Ever 2010
MVP at the World Championship 2003, Eu-
ropean Championship 2004, Olympic Games 
2004, World Championship  2005, European 
Championship  2006, World Championship  
2007 and European Championship  2008

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012 
2nd place at the World Championship Croatia 
2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
2nd place at the World Championship Tunisia 
2005
2nd place at the European Championship 
Lillehammer 2008
4th place at the Beijing 2008



DaMIR BIČaNIĆ

Date of birth:
29 June 1985
Place of birth:
Vukovar

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Career Highlights:
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010 
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012
2nd place at the Mediterranean Games 
Almeria 2005
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DeNIS BUNtIĆ

Date of birth:
13 October 1982 
Place of birth:
Ljubuški
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2009

Career Highlights:
2nd place at the World Championship 
Croatia 2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012
2nd place at the Mediterranean Games 
Almeria 2005
2nd place at the World Championship 
Tunisia 2005



Handball (M)

DoMagoJ DUVNJaK

Date of birth:
1 June 1988
Place of birth:
Đakovo

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

Winner of COC award „Dražen Petrović“ 
2007

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2008 and 2009 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012 
2nd place at the World Championship 
Croatia 2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
2nd place at the World Championship 
Tunisis 2005
2nd place at the European Championship 
Lillehammer 2008
4th place at the Beijing 2008

IVaN ČUPIĆ

Date of birth:
27 March 1986
Place of birth:
Metković

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2008 and 2009

Career Highlights:
2nd place at the World Championship 
Croatia 2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012
2nd place at the Mediterranean Games 
Almeria 2005

40
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JaKoV goJUN

Date of birth:
18 April 1986
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2009

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012 
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
2nd place at the World Championship 
Croatia 2009

ZLatKo HoRVat

Date of birth:
25 September 1984
Place of birth:
Zagreb

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008 

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2008 and 2009

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012 
2nd place at the World Championship 
Croatia 2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
2nd place at the European Championship 
Lillehammer 2008 
4th place at the Beijing 2008



Handball (M)

MaRKo KoPLJaR

Date of birth:
12 February 1986 
Place of birth:
Požega

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2009

Career Highlights:
2nd place at the World Championship 
Croatia 2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012
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BLažeNKo LaCKoVIĆ

Date of birth:
25 December 1980
Place of birth:
Varaždin

Olympic Appearances:
Athens 2004 (gold medal)
Beijing 2008

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2003, 2004, 2006, 2008 and 2009 

Received the medal of the Order of Danica 
Hrvatska (the Croatian Morning Star) with 
the image of Franjo Bučar

Winner of the “Franjo Bučar” State Award 
for Sports 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012 
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
2nd place at the World Championship 
Croatia 2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Lillehammer 2008



VeNIo LoSeRt

Date of birth:
25 July 1976
Place of birth:
Zavidovići 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

Olympic Appearances:
Atlanta 1996 (gold medal)
Athens 2004 (gold medal)
Beijing 2008

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2004, 2006 and 2009

Winner of the „Franjo Bučar“ State Award 
for Sports. 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
2nd place at the World Championship 
Croatia 2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Lillehammer 2008
4th place at the Beijing 2008
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IVaN NINČeVIĆ

Date of birth:
27 October 1981
Place of birth:
Zadar

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2009

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012 
2nd place at the World Championship 
Croatia 2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010



Handball (M)

MaNUeL ŠtRLeK

Date of birth:
1 December 1988
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Winner of the COC award „Dražen Petrović“  
2007

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
2nd place at the World Championship for 
Juniors Bahraim 2007

IgoR VoRI

Date of birth:
20 September 1980
Place of birth:
Zagreb

Olympic Appearances:
Athens 2004 (gold medal)
Beijing 2008

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2003, 2004, 2006, 2008 and 2009 

Received the medal of the Order of Danica 
Hrvatska (the Croatian Morning Star) with 
the image of Franjo Bučar

Winner of the “Franjo Bučar” State Award 
for Sports 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012 
2nd place at the World Championship 
Croatia 2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
2nd place at the World Championship 
Tunisia 2005
2nd place at the European Championship 
Lillehammer 2008
4th place at the Beijing 2008
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DRago VUKoVIĆ

Date of birth:
3 August 1983 
Place of birth:
Split

Olympic Appearances:
Athens 2004 (gold medal)
Beijing 2008

COC Member of the Most Successful Male 
Team 2004, 2006 and 2008 
Received the medal of the Order of Danica 
Hrvatska (the Croatian Morning Star) with 
the image of Franjo Bučar

Winner of the “Franjo Bučar” State Award 
for Sports 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Belgrade 2012 
2nd place at the World Championship 
Croatia 2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Austria 2010
2nd place at the World Championship 
Tunisia 2005
2nd place at the European Championship 
Lillehammer 2008
4th place at the Beijing 2008



Handball (M)
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TEAM LEADER

Ivica UDoVIČIĆ
Date of birth:
22 January 1964
Place of birth:
Zagreb

COACH

željko BaBIĆ

Date of birth:
19 May 1972
Place of birth:
Metković

COACH

Zdenko ZoRKo

Date of birth:
18 August 1950
Place of birth:
Zagreb

PHySIOTHERAPIST 

Damir KaJBa

Date of birth:
9 November 1969
Place of birth:
Zagreb

HEAD COACH

Slavko goLUža

Date of birth:
17 September 1971
Place of birth:
Pješivac 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

COACH

Mario 
toMLJaNoVIĆ
Date of birth:
24 September 1970
Place of birth:
Brisbane (Australija)

DOCTOR

tomislav KUKIN

Date of birth:
19 November 1953
Place of birth:
Beograd (Serbia)

PHySIOTHERAPIST 

goran KRUŠeLJ

Date of birth:
5 October 1981
Place of birth:
Zagreb
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Handball (W)

MaIDa aRSLaNagIĆ 

Date of birth: 
20 April 1984
Place of birth:
Banja Luka 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

SoNJa BaŠIĆ 

Date of birth: 
26 November 1987
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games
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KRIStINa FRaNIĆ (eLeZ)

Date of birth: 
22 May 1987
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

aNIta gaĆe

Date of birth: 
14 April 1983
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games



Handball (W)

LIDIJa HoRVat

Date of birth: 
5 May 1982
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

JeLeNa gRUBIŠIĆ

Date of birth: 
20 January 1987
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games
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IVaNa JeLČIĆ
 
Date of birth: 
16 March 1980
Place of birth:
Mostar 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games
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DIJaNa JoVetIĆ

Date of birth: 
21 May 1984
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games



Handball (W)

IVaNa LoVRIĆ

Date of birth: 
1 September 1984
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

VeSNa MILaNoVIĆ LItRe

Date of birth: 
30 May 1986
Place of birth:
Sinj

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games
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Handball (W)



aNDRea PeNeZIĆ

Date of birth: 
13 November 1985
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

NIKICa PUŠIĆ KoRoLJeVIĆ 

Date of birth: 
19 March 1983
Place of birth:
Požega

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games



Handball (W)

aNDRea ŠeRIĆ

Date of birth: 
3 August 1985
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games
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MIRaNDa tataRI

Date of birth: 
20 September 1983
Place of birth:
Koprivnica

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games



MaJa ZeBIĆ 

Date of birth: 
31 May 1982
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games



 Handball (W)
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TEAM LEADER

Ratko BaLeNoVIĆ

Date of birth:
18 August 1953
Place of birth:
Zagreb

COACH 

Boris DVoRŠeK

Date of birth:
9 November 1970
Place of birth:
Zagreb

PHySIOTHERAPIST

antun aRIĆ

Date of birth:
16 May 1958
Place of birth:
Nova Gradiška

HEAD COACH

Vladimir CaNJUga

Date of birth:
3 April 1960
Place of birth:
Jerovac

COACH 

goran 
tRaJKoVSKI
Date of birth:
18 February 1977
Place of birth:
Zagreb

PHySIOTHERAPIST

Vesna HoDIĆ

Date of birth:
8 February 1973
Place of birth:
Koprivnica

Handball Arena
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Judo

toMISLaV MaRIJaNoVIĆ
(-81 kg)

Date of birth: 
30 August 1981 
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

User of IOC’s Olympic Solidarity scholarship 
for athletes for the Olympic Games London 
2012

Career Highlights:
5th place at the European Championship 
Istanbul 2011
9-16th place at the World Championship 
Rotterdam, 2009

MaRIJaNa MIŠKoVIĆ
(-63 kg)

Date of birth: 
8 July 1982 
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Tbilisi 2009
1th place at the World Cup Vienna 2009
7th place at the European Championship 
Lisbon 2008.
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TEAM LEADER 

Dragomir taVRa

Date of birth:
3 January 1961
Place of birth:
Podbila
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

COACH

Nenad MaLeŠ

Date of birth:
10 October 1959
Place of birth:
Split



Kayak Slalom

DINKo MULIĆ
(K 1)

Date of birth: 
8 September 1983
Place of birth: 
Bihać
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

Olympic Appearances:
Athens 2004 

Career Highlights:
9th crew place at the World Championship 
2010 
17th place at the European Championship 
Augsburg 2012
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TEAM LEADER

Stjepan PeReStegI

Date of birth:
20 August 1973
Place of birth:
Zagreb 
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Rowing

DaMIR MaRtIN
(Quadruple Sculls)

Date of birth: 
14 July 1988 
Place of birth:
Vukovar

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games

COC Member of the Most Successful Crew 
2010

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Championship Bled 
2011 (4x)
1st place at the World Championship U-23 
Brest 2010 (4x)
1st place at the World Championship Lake 
Karapiro 2010 (4x)
2nd place at the European Championship 
Montemor-o-Velho 2010 (4x)
1st place at the World Championship U-23 
Račice 2009 (4x)

MaRtIN SINKoVIĆ
(Quadruple Sculls)

Date of birth: 
10 November 1989 
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

COC Member of the Most Successful Crew 
2010

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Championship Bled 
2011
1st place at the World Championship Lake 
Karapiro 2010 (4x)
2nd place at the European Championship 
Montemor-o-Velho 2010 (4x)
1st place at the World Championship U-23 
Brest 2010 (4x)
1st place at the World Championship U-23 
Račice 2009 (4x)
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VaLeNt SINKoVIĆ
(Quadruple Sculls)

Date of birth: 
2 August 1988
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games

COC Member of the Most Successful Crew 
2010

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Championship Bled 
2011 (4x)
1st place at the World Championship U-23 
Brest 2010 (4x)
1st place at the World Championship Lake 
Karapiro 2010 (4x)
2nd place at the European Championship 
Montemor-o-Velho 2010 (4x)
1st place at the World Championship U-23 
Račice 2009 (4x)

DaVID ŠaIN
(Quadruple Sculls)

Date of birth: 
8 February 1988
Place of birth:
Osijek

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games

COC Member of the Most Successful Crew 
2010

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Championship Bled 
2011 (4x)
1st place at the World Championship Lake 
Karapiro 2010 (4x)
2nd place at the European Championship 
Montemor-o-Velho 2010 (4x)
1st place at the World Championship U-23 
Brest 2010 (4x)
1st place at the World Championship U-23 
Račice 2009 (4x)
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Rowing

MaRIo VeKIĆ
(Single Sculls)
 
Date of birth: 
27 December 1982 
Place of birth:
Osijek

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008 
 
Career Highlights: :
3rd place at the European Championship 
Plovdiv 2011
3rd place at the European Championship 
Brest 2009
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TEAM LEADER

Zdravko gaJŠaK

Date of birth:
3 May 1979
Place of birth:
Varaždin

COACH

Nikola BRaLIĆ

Date of birth:
2  January 1952
Place of birth:
Prisoje

COACH

Dragutin 
MILINKoVIĆ
Date of birth:
17 April 1952
Place of birth:
Zagreb

PHySIOTHERAPIST 

Ivan 
goLUBIČeK 
Date of birth:
29 March 1981
Place of birth:
Zagreb



Sailing

PetaR CUPaĆ
(49er)

Date of birth: 
1 February 1980
Place of birth:
Zadar

Olympic Appearances:
Athens 2004
Beijing 2008

Winner of COC Fair play award 2008

Career Highlights:
2nd place at the World Cup Kiel 2007 (49er)
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ŠIMe FaNteLa
(470)

Date of birth: 
19 January 1986 
Place of birth:
Zadar

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008 

User of IOC’s Olympic Solidarity scholarship 
for athletes for the Olympic Games London 
2012
COC Member of the Most Successful Crew 
2011 

Career Highlights: 
3rd place at the World Championship Perth 
2011
3rd place at the World Championship Fre-
mantle 2011 
1st place at the European Championship 
Helsinki 2011 
3rd place at the World Championship The 
Hague 2010
1st place at the World Championship 
Rungsted 2009 
1st place at the European Championship 
Traunsee 2009



PaVLe KoStoV
(49er)

Date of birth: 
28 September 1987 
Place of birth:
Zadar

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

Winner of COC Fair play award 2008

Career Highlights:
17th place at the Beijing 2008
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IVaN KLJaKoVIĆ gaŠPIĆ
 (Finn)

Date of birth: 
24 May 1984 
Place of birth:
Split

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

User of IOC’s Olympic Solidarity scholarship 
for athletes for the Olympic Games London 
2012
COC Most Successful Athlete 2009 

Career Highlights:
2nd place at the European Championship 
Helsinki 2011 
1st place at the European Senior and Junior 
Championship Split 2010 
1st place at the European Senior and Junior 
Championship Varna 2009
3rd place at the World Championship Val-
lensbeak 2009 
2nd place at the European Championship 
Scarlin 2008



Sailing
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MaRIN LoVRoVIĆ
(Star)

Date of birth: 
16 June 1973 
Place of birth:
Rijeka

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

Career Highlights:
2nd place at the European Championship 
Lake Thoun 2005
14th place on the annual ISAF Ranking 
2008

DaN LoVRoVIĆ
(Star)

Date of birth: 
7 December 1984 
Place of birth:
Rijeka

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 
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IgoR MaReNIĆ
(470)

Date of birth: 
2 January 1986 
Place of birth:
Mali Lošinj

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

User of IOC’s Olympic Solidarity scholarship 
for athletes for the Olympic Games London 
2012
COC The Greatest Hope of Croatian Sports 
2005 
COC Member of the Most Successful Crew 
2011 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Championship Perth 
2011 
1st place at the European Championship 
Helsinki 2011 
3rd place at the World Championship The 
Hague 2010
1st place at the World Championship 
Rungsted 2009
1st place at the European Championship 
Traunsee 2009

tINa MIHeLIĆ
(Laser Radial)

Date of birth: 
30 December 1988 
Place of birth:
Rijeka

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

User of IOC’s Olympic Solidarity scholarship 
for athletes for the Olympic Games London 
2012

Career Highlights:
2nd place at the European Championship 
Helsinki 2011 
1st place at the European Championship 
Tallin 2010 
1st place at the European Championship 
Charlotenlund 2009



Sailing
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LUKa MRatoVIĆ
(RS: X)

Date of birth: 
7 April 1987
Place of birth:
Split

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

Career Highlights:
30th place at the World Championship 
Perth 2011 
39th place on the Annual ISAF Ranking 
2011

eNIa NINČeVIĆ
(470)

Date of birth: 
9 July 1990
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Career Highlights:
24th place at the World Championship for 
the class 470 Barcelona 2012 
25th place at the annual ISAF Ranking 
2010



RoMaNa žUPaN
(470)

Date of birth: 
22 May 1987 
Place of birth:
Zadar 

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Career Highlights:
24th place at the World Championship for 
the class 470 Barcelona 2012
25th place at the annual ISAF Ranking 
2010 
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toNĆI StIPaNoVIĆ
(Laser)

Date of birth: 
13 June 1986
Place of birth:
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Career Highlights:
1st place at the European Senior and Junior 
Championship Tallin 2010 
1st place at the European Senior and Junior 
Championship Helsinki 2011



Sailing
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TEAM LEADER

Marko MIŠURa

Date of birth: 
21 June 1971
Place of birth:
Split

PHySIOTHERAPIST

Dario KaRaMatIĆ

Date of birth: 
1 May 1978
Place of birth:
Doboj 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

COACH 470 (M)

edo FaNteLa

Date of birth: 
23 January 1958
Place of birth:
Lastovo

COACH LASER RADIAL

tonči aNtUNoVIĆ 

Date of birth: 
7  August 1971
Place of birth:
Split

COACH 49ER

Robert SaNDaLIĆ

Date of birth: 
11 July 1968
Place of birth:
Zadar

COACH FINN

Marin 
SIRIŠČeVIĆ
Date of birth: 
27 February 1989
Place of birth:
Split
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COACH RS:X

aleksandar 
JoCIĆ
Date of birth: 
22 December 1977
Place of birth:
Split

COACH LASER

Jozo JaKeLIĆ

Date of birth: 
4 April 1975
Place of birth:
Split

DOCTOR

Vlado IVaNČeV

Date of birth: 
13 February 1972
Place of birth:
Bijeljina 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

COACH STAR

Roberto 
BeNaMatI

Date of birth: 
27 June 1960
Place of birth:
Malcesine (Italia)

COACH 470 (W)

Karlo 
KRPeLJeVIĆ
Date of birth: 
10 January 1983
Place of birth:
Zabok

TECHNICAL 
PERSONNEL

Ivo JaIĆ

Date of birth: 
26 June 1968
Place of birth:
Split

PHySIOTHERAPIST

Dean MIStURa

Date of birth: 
28 December 1970
Place of birth:
Rijeka



Shooting

gIoVaNNI CeRNogoRaZ
(Trap)

Date of birth: 
27 December 1982
Place of birth:
Koper
(Slovenia)

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games

Career Highlights:
2nd team place at the European Champion-
ship in the discipline traps Osijek 2009

BoJaN ĐURKoVIĆ
(50 m Rifle Prone, 50 m Rifle 3 
Positions, 10 m Air Rifle)

Date of birth: 
17 October 1989
Place of birth:
Bjelovar

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games
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aNtoN gLaSNoVIĆ
(Trap, Double Trap)

Date of birth: 
18 January 1981
Place of birth:
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games

User of IOC’s Olympic Solidarity scholarship 
for athletes for the Olympic Games London 
2012

Career Highlights:
1st place at the European Championship 
Lamaca 2012 (team)  - running target
2nd team place at the European Champion-
ship in the discipline traps Osijek 2009
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PetaR goRŠa 
(10 m Air Rifle)

Date of birth: 
11 January 1988
Place of birth:
Bjelovar

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games

Career Highlights:
1st place at the (10 m air rifle) European 
Junior Championship Moscow 2006 
2nd place at the (10 m air rifle) European 
Junior Championship Zagreb 2006 

Proclaimed the Greatest Hope of Croatian 
Sports 2006



Shooting
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SNJežaNa PeJČIĆ
(50 m Rifle 3 Positions, 
10 m Air Rifle)

Date of birth: 
13 July 1982
Place of birth:
Rijeka

Previous Appearances:
Beijing 2008 
- bronze medal (air rifle 10m)

User of IOC’s Olympic Solidarity scholarship 
for athletes for the Olympic Games London 
2012

Career Highlights:
1st place at the European Championship 
Prague 2009 - air rifle 10m / 
397+103,5
2nd team place at the 
European Champion-
ship Prague 2009 - air 
rifle 10m 
2nd team place at the 
European Championship 
Brescia 2011 - air rifle 
10m

First Croatian Female 
Athlete that won the 
medal on Summer Olym-
pics since the indepen-
dence of Croatia.

For extreme contribution 
to the Croatian sports, in 
2008 she was awarded 
the annual “Franjo Bučar” 
State Award for Sports.
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COACH

Seno Čusto

Date of birth: 
22 January 1955
Place of birth:
Bugojno (Bosnia & Herzegovina)

COACH

Josip gLaSNoVIĆ

Date of birth: 
7 May 1983
Place of birth:
Zagreb

COACH

Zlatko LoBoReC

Date of birth: 
9 January 1956
Place of birth:
Osijek

Royal Artillery Barracks



Swimming

KIM DaNIeLa PaVLIN
(100 m Backstroke, 
200 m Individual Medley)

Date of birth: 
25 April 1992
Place of birth:
Hartford (SAD)

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games 
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SaNJa JoVaNoVIĆ
(100 m Backstroke)

Date of birth: 
15 September 1986
Place of birth:
Dubrovnik

Previous Appearances:
OG Atena 2004.
Beijing 2008

Career Highlights:
1st place at the European Championship 
Eindhoven 2010 (50 m backstroke)
1st place at the European Championship 
Istanbul 2009 (50 m backstroke)
2nd place at the European Championship 
Debrecen 2012 (50 m backstroke)
2nd place at the European Championship 
Istanbul 2009 (100 m backstroke)

Aqua Centre



MaRIo toDoRoVIĆ  
(50 m Freestyle)

Date of birth: 
11 October 1988
Place of birth:
Dubrovnik

Previous Appearances:
Beijing 2008

Career Highlights:
2nd place at the European Championship 
Istanbul 2009 (4x50 freestyle)

TEAM LEADER

MILoŠ MILoŠeVIĆ  

Date of birth: 
10 May 1972
Place of birth:
Split
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Table Tennis

aNDReJ gaĆINa

Date of birth: 
21 May 1986 
Place of birth:
Zadar

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

Career Highlights:
1st place at the European Championship 
Gdansk 2011 (pairs)
5. - 8. place at the European Championship 
Stuttgart 2009 (pairs)

CoRNeLIa MoLNaR

Date of birth: 
26 November 1983
Place of birth:
Targu Mures 
(Romania)

Olympic Appearances:
Athens 2004
Beijing 2008

Member of the Most Successful Female 
Sports team 2003, 2005, 2008 and 2009

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the European Championship 
Stuttgart 2009
2nd place at the (team) European Champi-
onship Aarhaus 2005
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YUaN tIaN

Date of birth: 
12 January 1975
Place of birth:
Shenyang (China)

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Career Highlights:
110th place on ITTF World Female Ranking 
(May 2012)
45th place on ITTF European Female Rank-
ing (May 2012)

ZoRaN PRIMoRaC

Date of birth: 
10 May 1969
Place of birth: 
Zadar

Olympic Appearances:
Seoul 1988 (silver medal)
Barcelona 1992
Atlanta 1996
Sydney 2000
Athens 2004
Beijing 2008

President of the Croatian Olympians Club 
since 2010 

Chairman of the ITTF Players Association..

Winner of the annual „Franjo Bučar“ State 
Reward for Sports 1993 

Career Highlights:
2nd place (1998) in ITTF World ranking
1987 World Championships New Delhi,   
Bronze (Men’s team)
1987 World Championships New Delhi,   
Silver (Men’s doubles)
1991 World Championships Chiba,   
Silver (Men’s team)
1993 World Championships Gothenburg,  
 Bronze (Men’s singles)
1995 World Championships Tianjin,   
Silver (Men’s doubles) 
1993 World Championships Gothenburg,  
Bronze (Men’s singles) 
1994 European Championships Birming-
ham,  Bronze (Men’s singles)
1998 European Championships Eindhoven,  
Silver (Men’s singles)
2000 European Championships Bremen,   
Silver (Men’s singles)
2002 European Championships Zagreb,   
Bronze (Men’s singles)
2005 European Championships Aarhus,  
Bronze (Men’s singles)



Table Tennis

COACH

Neven CegNaR

Date of birth: 
23 November 1960
Place of birth:
Zagreb

COACH

Zvonimir KoReNIĆ

Date of birth: 
24 March 1974
Place of birth:
Zagreb

82

Olympic Stadium
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Taekwondo 

84

aNa ZaNINoVIĆ
(-57kg)

Date of birth: 
26 June 1987
Place of birth: 
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games

COC Most Successful Female Athlete 2011

Career Highlights:
1st place at the World Championship 
Gyeongju 2011 
2nd place at the World Championship 
Beijing 2007 
2nd place at the World Championship 
Manchester 2012

LUCIJa ZaNINoVIĆ
(-49kg)

Date of birth: 
26 June 1987
Place of birth: 
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Qualification 
Tournament Baku 2011
1st place at the World Championship 
St. Petersburg 2010
1st place at the World Championship 
Manchester 2012



TEAM LEADER/COACH

toni toMaS

Date of birth: 
17 December 1980
Place of birth: 
Split

COACH

Petar JoSIPoVIĆ

Date of birth: 
11 May 1974
Place of birth: 
Zabrđe (Bosnia & Herzegovina) 
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Tennis

MaRIN ČILIĆ

Date of birth:
28 September 1988
Place of birth:
Mostar 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina)

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

Career Highlights:
Career titles 7
Highest ranking: 9 
(22 February 2010)
Grand Slam Singles results:
Australian Open SF (2010)
French Open 4R (2009, 2010)
Wimbledon 4R (2008, 2012)
US Open QF (2009)
Roland Garros (Paris) 2005 - 1st place 
(juniors) 

IVaN DoDIg
 
Date of birth:
2 January 1985
Place of birth:
Mostar 
                       

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Career Highlights:
Career titles 1
Highest ranking: 32 (10 October 2011)
Grand Slam Doubles results :
French Open QF (2012)
Wimbledon QF (2012) Atp Zagreb Indoors 
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IVo KaRLoVIĆ

Date of birth:
28 February 1979
Place of birth:
Zagreb 

 
Olympic Appearances:
Athens 2004 

Career Highlights:
Career titles 4
Highest ranking: 14 (August 18, 2008)
Grand Slam Singles results:
Australian Open 4R (2010)
French Open 2R (2006, 2007)
Wimbledon QF (2009)
US Open 3R (2003, 2008, 2011)
Davis cup winner 2005
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PetRa MaRtIĆ 
 
Date of birth:
19 January 1991
Place of birth:
Split 

London 2012 - first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games

Career Highlights:
Highest ranking: 42 (June 11, 2012) 
Roland Garros 4R (2012)



Tennis
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TEAM LEADER

Marina MIHeLIĆ

Date of birth: 
30 March 1957
Place of birth: 
Rijeka

COACH

željko KRaJaN

Date of birth: 
3 February 1979
Place of birth: 
Varaždin

COACH

Iva MaJoLI

Date of birth: 
12 August 1977
Place of birth: 
Zagreb

Eton Manor
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Waterpolo

SaMIR BaRaĆ

Date of birth: 
2 November 1973
Place of birth: 
Rijeka

Olympic Appearances:
Sydney 2000
Athens 2004
Beijing 2008 

COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2007, 2010 and 2011 

Career Highlights:
1st place at the World Championship Mel-
bourne 2007 
3rd place at the World Championship Shang-
hai 2011
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010
3rd place at the World Championship Rome 
2009

MIHo BoŠKoVIĆ

Date of birth: 
11 January 1983
Place of birth: 
Dubrovnik

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

LEN Best European Water Polo Player 2007
COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2007, 2010 and 2011

Career Highlights:
1st place at the World Championship Mel-
bourne 2007 
3rd place at the World Championship Shang-
hai 2011
3rd place at the World Championship Rome 
2009
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010
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IVaN BULJUBaŠIĆ

Date of birth: 
31 October 1987 
Place of birth: 
Makarska

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games

COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2010 and 2011 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Championship Shang-
hai 2011
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010
3rd place at the World Championship Rome 
2009

DaMIR BURIĆ

Date of birth: 
2 December 1980
Place of birth: 
Pula

Previous Appearance at the Games:
Athens 2004 
Beijing 2008 

COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2007, 2010 and 2011 

Career Highlights:
1st place at the World Championship Mel-
bourne 2007 
3rd place at the World Championship Shang-
hai 2011
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010
3rd place at the World Championship Rome 
2009
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Waterpolo

aNDRo BUŠLJe

Date of birth: 
4 January 1986
Place of birth: 
Dubrovnik

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2007, 2010 and 2011

Career Highlights:
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010
3rd place at the World Championship Rome 
2009
3rd place at the World Championship Shang-
hai 2011

NIKŠa DoBUD

Date of birth: 
5 August 1985
Place of birth: 
Dubrovnik

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games

COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2010 and 2011 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Championship Shang-
hai 2011
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010
3rd place at the World Championship Rome 
2009
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IgoR HINIĆ

Date of birth: 
4 December 1975 
Place of birth: 
Rijeka

Olympic Appearances:
Atlanta 1996 (silver medal)
Sydney 2000
Athens 2004
Beijing 2008

COC Member of the Most Successful team 
2007 and 2010

Received the medal of the Order of Danica 
Hrvatska (the Croatian Morning Star) with 
the image of Franjo Bučar

Career Highlights:
1st place at the World Championship 
Melbourne 2007 
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010
3rd place at the World Championship Rome 
2009

MaRo JoKoVIĆ

Date of birth: 
1 October 1987 
Place of birth: 
Dubrovnik

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008 

COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2007, 2010 and 2011

Career Highlights:
1st place at the World Championship 
Melbourne 2007 
3rd place at the World Championship Shang-
hai 2011
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010
3rd place at the World Championship Rome 
2009
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Waterpolo

PetaR MUSLIM

Date of birth: 
26 March 1988
Place of birth: 
Split

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2010 and 2011 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Championship Shang-
hai 2011
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010

PaULo oBRaDoVIĆ

Date of birth: 
9 March 1986  
Place of birth: 
Dubrovnik

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2010 and 2011

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Championship Shang-
hai 2011
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010
3rd place at the World Championship Rim 
2009
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 JoSIP PaVIĆ

Date of birth: 
15 January 1982
Place of birth: 
Split

Olympic Appearances:
Beijing 2008

COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2007, 2010 and 2011

Career Highlights:
1st place at the World Championship 
Melbourne 2007 
3rd place at the World Championship Shang-
hai 2011
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010
3rd place at the World Championship Rome 
2009

SaNDRo SUKNo

Date of birth: 
30 June 1990
Place of birth: 
Dubrovnik

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Games

COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2010 and 2011

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Championship Shang-
hai 2011
1st place at the European Championship 
Zagreb 2010
3rd place at the World Championship Rome 
2009



Waterpolo

FRaNo VIĆaN

Date of birth: 
24 January 1976
Place of birth: 
Dubrovnik

Olympic Appearances:
Athens 2004
Beijing 2008 

COC Member of the Most Successful Team 
2007 

Career Highlights:
1st place at the World Championship 
Melbourne 2007 
3rd place at the World Championship Rome 
2009
2nd place at the European Championship 
Firenca 1999 
2nd place at the European Championship 
Kranj 2003
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TEAM LEADER

Renato 
žIVKoVIĆ
Date of birth: 
8 July 1966
Place of birth: 
Split

COACH

elvis FatoVIĆ

Date of birth: 
8 May 1971
Place of birth: 
Dubrovnik

TECHNICAL PERSONNEL

Zoran KaČIĆ

Date of birth: 
9 September 1953
Place of birth: 
Split

HEAD COACH

Ratko RUDIĆ

Date of birth: 
7 June 1948
Place of birth: 
Beograd (Serbia)

COACH

Vjekoslav 
KoBeŠĆaK
Date of birth: 
20 January 1974
Place of birth: 
Zagreb

PHySIOTHERAPIST

Damir LUKetIĆ 

Date of birth: 
5 May 1972
Place of birth: 
Tuzla (Bosnia & Herze-
govina)

ADMINISTRATIVE 
PERSONNEL

Perica BUKIĆ

Date of birth: 
20 February 1966
Place of birth: 
Šibenik

Water Polo Arena



Wrestling

NeVeN žUgaJ
(Greco-Roman 74 kg)

Date of birth: 
19 April 1983
Place of birth: 
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Career Highlights:
3rd place at the World Championship Istan-
bul 2011 
8th place at the World Championship Mos-
cow 2010
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NeNaD žUgaJ
(Greco-Roman 84 kg)

Date of birth: 
19 April 1983
Place of birth: 
Zagreb

London 2012 – first Appearance at 
the Olympic Games 

Career Highlights:
7th place at the World Championship Istan-
bul 2011 
3rd place at the World Championship Mos-
cow 2010
5th place at the European Championship 
Baku 2010



TEAM LEADER / COACH

Davor JaKUBeK

Date of birth: 
17 December 1969
Place of birth: 
Zagreb
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Medical team
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DOCTOR

Boris LaBaR
Date of birth: 
9 April 1947
Place of birth: 
Zadar

DOCTOR

Dinko PIVaLICa

Date of birth: 
11 March 1963
Place of birth: 
Split

DOCTOR

Igor BoRIĆ

Date of birth: 
22 May 1966
Place of birth: 
Makarska

DOCTOR

Miroslav 
SMeRDeLJ
Date of birth: 
11 July 1953
Place of birth: 
Osijek

DOCTOR

ante žUPaNoVIĆ
Date of birth: 
27 September 1949
Place of birth: 
Zagreb

DOCTOR

Lucian VUKeLIĆ

Date of birth: 
26 January 1963
Place of birth: 
Beograd 
(Serbia)
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PhysiotheraPist

Stevo KURIC
Date of birth: 
14 september 1960
Place of birth: 
Josipovac

PhysiotheraPist

Zdenka ANDRUN

Date of birth: 
9 June 1961
Place of birth:
Zavidovići
(Bosnia & herzegovina)

PhysiotheraPist

Franjo PAVLOVIĆ

Date of birth: 
9 september 1967
Place of birth: 
Bugojno
(Bosnia & herzegovina)

PhysiotheraPist

Emir MUJAGIĆ
Date of birth: 
6  september 1966
Place of birth: 
Zenica
(Bosnia & herzegovina)

PhysiotheraPist

Robert PRUSAC

Date of birth: 
22 December 1966
Place of birth: 
strumica
(Makedonija)

PhysiotheraPist

Mario 
NOVAK-STANKO
Date of birth: 
12 January 1974
Place of birth: 
Zagreb 

PhysiotheraPist

Dejan SPASIĆ

Date of birth: 
26 august 1972
Place of birth: 
Zagreb



Croatian House

The Croatian house, a meeting place 
of the Croatian athletes, domestic 
and foreign guests, businessmen and 

reporters at the Olympic Games during the 
Olympic Games in London was organized at 
the Pelham Hotel in South Kensigton (15 
Cromwell Place) near Victoria & Albert and 
Natural History Museum, Harrods, Hyde 
Park and British concert hall, the Royal 
Albert hall. 

The Croatian house is open from July 
28th to August 12th and comprises COC’s 
press center, a Sports Television studio 
(Sptv),the offices of the Hrvatska Gospo-
darska Komora - HGK (Croatian Chamber 
of Economy) and the Hrvatska turistička 
zajednica - HTZ (Croatian National Tourist 
Board) and business club of COC partners in 
the project: THT, Agrokor-Jamnica, Kutjevo, 
Sptv , HGK and HTZ. 
 
The COC’s Press center, equipped by the 
Hrvatski telekom, is available to all the 

interested media representatives and 
press conferences are held there daily with 
athletes and other members of the Croatian 
Olympic Delegation. 
 
The Head of the Croatian House is Ranko 
Cetkovic, the Assistant to COC’s General 
Secretary for marketing. The Press center 
shall be headed by Marin Sarec, Sports Tele-
vision journalist. All the events in Croatian 
House will be recorded online on the web-
site www.hoo.hr in a special section - COC 
in London 2012. 
 
A visit to the Croatian House and press the 
center of the COC is possible only with the 
appropriate official accreditation of the 
Olympic Games in London or the Croatian 
Olympic Committee.

 
Croatian House in London 
The Pelham Hotel, 15 Cromwell Place, 
London 
Tel.: 020 75898288
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Croatian House in London
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COC

T
he Croatian Olympic Committee, 
the highest sports body in Croatia, 
was founded in Zagreb on 10 
September 1991. The Executive 
Board of the International Olympic 

Committee led by its then President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch granted the Croatian 
Olympic Committee provisional recognition 
on 17 January 1992, thus including it in 
the Olympic family and making it possible 
for Croatian athletes to participate under 
the Croatian flag in the Olympic Winter 
Games in Albertville and in the Games of 
the Olympiad in Barcelona that very same 
year. The IOC granted the Croatian Olympic 
Committee outright recognition at its 101st 
Session, held in Monaco on 24 September 
1993. Since 1995, the Croatian Olympic 

Winter Olympic Games Vancouver 2010

Croatian
Olympic 
Committee 
today 



Committee has been marking 17 January, 
the date of the provisional recognition by 
the IOC, as the Great Day of Croatian Sport.

The first President of the Croatian Olym-
pic Committee was Antun Vrdoljak (1991 – 
2000), who was appointed to the IOC at its 
104th Assembly in Budapest in 1995. As an 
IOC Member, Antun Vrdoljak was appointed 
to the IOC Radio and Television Commission 
in 1996 and to the IOC Culture and Olympic 
Education Commission in 2006.

Since 2002, the President of the Croa-
tian Olympic Committee has been Zlatko 
Mateša, a prominent sports official, who 
earned his doctoral degree in Organization 
of Olympic Games at the Beijing Sport Uni-
versity in 2008. Zlatko Mateša is a member 
of the EOC Executive Board (2009), the EOC 

Commission for the Preparation 
of the Olympic Games (2006) 
and the Executive Board of 
the International Committee of 
Mediterranean Games (ICMG) 
(2009).

Members of the Croatian 
Olympic Committee are national 
sports associations (39 of 
them are Olympic and 41 
non-Olympic sports), 20 county 
sports associations and the City 
of Zagreb and 9 associations 
and institutions of interest for 
Croatian sport and the activities 
of the Croatian Olympic Com-
mittee.

The Croatian Olympic Com-
mittee is a full member of the 
Association of National Olympic 
Committees (ANOC), the 
European Olympic Committees 
(EOC), the International Com-
mittee of Mediterranean Games 
(ICMG) and the European Non-
Governmental Sports Organiza-
tions (ENGSO).

The Croatian Olympic 
Committee is the founder of 
the Croatian Olympians Club 
(1993), the Croatian Olympic 
Academy (1996), the Sports 

Arbitration Council and Sports Arbitration 
Tribunal (1999), and the co-founder of 
the European Fair Play Movement (1994), 
the Croatian Athletes Foundation (2006), 
the Croatian Fair-Play Committee (2006), 
the Female Sports Coordinators Network 
(2006) and a number of other organizations 
belonging to the Croatian and international 
Olympic movement.

The first specialized digital sports chan-
nel in Croatia, Sports Television (Sportska 
televizija) began broadcasting its regular 
program with sports news exactly at 5 P.M. 
on April 4th of this pre-Olympic year. 

Unique for its founder - the COC, the only 
national Olympic commit-
tee which is the founder 
of the TV company, by 
the end of May Sports 
Television had more than 
40 broadcasts - 19 inter-

national and 21 national sporting events, 
and the first to enjoy the program were the 
basketball fans who watched live coverage 
of the matches from Sinj between Alkar and 
Zadar. 
 The Sports Television program, which on 
average lasts 10 hours a day, enabled 60 
sports federations to find their place within 
it, ten of them were given more minutes 
either in the form of a report, magazine 
or interview on the occasion of individual 
projects. 
IOC’s President Jacques Rogge gave a spe-
cial interview for SPTV.

Croatian Olympic Committee introduced 
in 2012 on the website www.hoo.hr the 
national online news service called “Sports 
Croatia”. It provides direct, decentralized 
promotion of 
activities of 
COC members 
regardless of 
whether the Web, Facebook or blog page of 
members or athletes. Sports, along with lo-
cal communities of the Republic of Croatia, 
is currently the only activity in which this 
independent public transmission of news 
is applied free of physical or content limita-
tions.
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Media Representatives

TV JOURNALIST AND TECHNICIANSPRESS JOURNALIST
 
Marko Bilić
Dražen Brajdić
Romana Eibl
Maja Giljanović
Zlatko Horvat
Igor Kralj
Daniel Lacko
Krešimir Lacković
Damir Mrvec
Siniša Hajduk
Dražen Pinević
Tvrtko Puljić
Dea Redžić
Damir Senčar
Hrvoje Slišković
Pero Smolčić
Drago Sopta
Bojan Stilin
Sanjin Strukić
Robertino Šalinović
Marin Šarec
Ivana Vaupotić
Tomo Židak

RADIO JOURNALIST

Naglić Ognjen
Lovorko Magdić
Krešimir Gotlin
Marko Šivak
Nino Barhanović
Srđan Fabijanac
Željko Kesovija
Božidar Rožman
Davor Iljadica
Davor Lulić
Marijana Mikulić
Lana Frančić
Tea Rožman-Svedrović

Stjepan Balog
Lana Banely
Slavko Cvitković
Drago Ćosić
Mićo Dušanović
Mihovil Horvat
Mila Horvat
Viki Ivanović
Boris Jelavić
Daniel Križ
Josip Šarić
Mirna Zidarić
Grgo Juroš
Senka Biluš
Nenad Ban
Siniša Bulajić
Davorka Fuzul
Dražen Iričanin
Damir Lovrenčić
Snježana Pejaković
Zoran Rogić
Jerko Trošelj
Nikolina Jaklinović
Tihomir Tonžetić
Saša Petrić
Dubravko Prugovečki
Damir Đurčević
Bogdan Tankosić
Dalibor Pukec
Boris Lukša
Tomislav Zubčić
Nikola Biuk
Marko Buljan
Mladen Kostanjšek
Siniša Galar
Davor Petričić
Dražen Lipka
Hrvoje Baranašić
Mario Šešerko

Tomislav Škrnjug
Krunoslav Ljubanović
Robert Đurđević
Kristijan Turina
Saša Sušec
Marko Šapit
Bruno Uhernik
Dubravko Bijelić
Brano Lazarević
Robert Jakopčević
Mario Hrastinski
Zvonimir Jukica
Robert Brkić
Alen Topolovec
Robert Petrinec
Davor Nađ
Boris Juroš
Dražen Muđer
Siniša Valetić
Goran Kričković



COC
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PRESIDENT:
Zlatko Mateša

SECRETARY GENERAL:
Josip Čop

COUNCIL COC (July 2012):
Zlatko Mateša 
(President)

Slavko Goluža 
(Vice-president)

Danko Radić 
(Vice-president)

Nada Senčar 
(Vice-president)

Luciano Sušanj 
(Vice-president) 

Duško Mrduljaš 
(Member)

Morana Paliković Gruden 
(Member)

Zvjezdana Tuma Pavlov
 (Member)

Miho Glavić
(Member)

Goran Sukno
(Member)

Marijan Maras 
(Member)

Marijan Klanac 
(Member)

Boris Mesarić 
(Member)

Ivo Goran Munivrana 
(Member) 

Dragutin Kamenski 
(Member)

HEADQUARTERS
CROATIAN OLYMPIC 

COMMITTEE 

HR-10000 Zagreb, 
Trg Krešimira Ćosića 11
Tel: +385 1 3659 666, 
Fax: +385 1 3659 600

E-mail:  hoo@hoo.hr
www.hoo.hr

CRoatIaN oLYMPIC CoMMItee



Croatian Olympians

at the Games of the Olympiad

BARCELONA 1992

Flag bearers: 
At the Opening Ceremony:
Goran Ivanišević

At the Closing Ceremony:
Dražen Petrović

PPPMedals:
SILVER
Croatian men’s basketball team
Vladan Alanović, Franjo Arapović, Danko 
Cvjetićanin, Alan Gregov, Arijan 
Komazec, Toni Kukoč, Aramis Naglić, Velimir 
Perasović, Dražen Petrović, Dino Rađa, Žan 
Tabak, Stojko Vranković 

BRONZE
Goran Ivanišević 
and Goran Prpić
men’s tennis doubles

BRONZE
Goran Ivanišević
men’s tennis singles
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ATLANTA 1996

Flag bearers: 
At the Opening Ceremony:
Perica Bukić

At the Closing Ceremony:
Goran Perkovac

PPPMedals
GOLD 
Men’s handball team 
Patrik Ćavar, Slavko Goluža, Božidar 
Jović, Nenad Kljaić, Venio Losert, Val-
ter Matošević, Alvaro Načinović, Goran 
Perkovac, Iztok Puc, Zlatko Saračević, Irfan 
Smajlagić, Bruno Gudelj, Zoran Mikulić, 
Vladimir Jelčić, Valner Franković, Vladimir 
Šujster 

SILVER
Men’s water polo team 
Maro Balić, Perica Bukić, Damir Glavan, Igor 
Hinić, Vjekoslav Kobešćak, Joško Kreković, 
Ognjen Kržić, Dubravko Šimenc, Siniša 
Školneković, Ratko Štritof, Renato Vrbičić, 
Zdeslav Vrdoljak, Tino Vegar 



SyDNEy 2000

Flag bearers: 
At the Opening Ceremony:
Zoran Primorac

At the Closing Ceremony:
Igor Boraska

PPPMedals
GOLD 
Nikolay Pechalov
Weightlifting (-62 kg)

BRONZE
Rowing men’s eight
Igor Boraska, Tihomir Franković, Krešimir 
Čuljak, Branimir Vujević, Tomislav Smoljanić, 
Nikša Skelin, Siniša Skelin, cox Silvijo 
Petriško

ATENA 2004

Flag bearers: 
At the Opening Ceremony:
Dubravko Šimenc 

At the Closing Ceremony:
Siniša Skelin 

PPPMedals
GOLD 
Men’s handball team
Ivano Balić, Davor Dominković, Mirza 
Džomba, Slavko Goluža, Nikša Kaleb, 
Blaženko Lacković, Venio Losert, Valter 
Matošević, Petar Metličić, Vlado Šola, Denis 
Špoljarić, Goran Šprem, Igor Vori, Davor 
Vuković and Vedran Zrnić 

SILVER
Duje Draganja 
Swimming 
(50 m freestyle) 

Siniša & Nikša Skelin 
Rowing (coxless pair) 

BRONZE 
Nikolay Pechalov 
Weightlifting (-69 kg) 

Mario Ančić & Ivan Ljubičić 
men’s tennis doubles
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PEKING 2008

Flag bearers: 
At the Opening Ceremony:
Ivano Balić 

At the Closing Ceremony:
Tamara Boroš 

PPPMedals:
SILVER
Blanka Vlašić 
Athletics (high jump) 

Filip Ude 
Gymnastics 
(pommel horse) 

BRONZE
Snježana Pejčić 
Shooting (air rifle)

Martina Zubčić 
Taekwondo (-57 kg) 

Sandra Šarić 
Taekwondo (-67 kg)
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ALBERTVILLE 1992

Flag bearers: 
At the Opening Ceremony:
Tomislav Čižmešija

At the Closing Ceremony:
Siniša Vukonić

LILLEHAMMER 1994

Flag bearers: 
At the Opening Ceremony:
Vedran Pavlek

At the Closing Ceremony:
Vedran Pavlek

NAGANO 1998

Flag bearers: 
At the Opening Ceremony: 
Janica Kostelić 

At the Closing Ceremony: 
Vedran Pavlek

Croatian Olympians

at the Games of the Olympiad



SALT LAKE CITy 2002

Flag bearers: 
At the Opening Ceremony:
Janica Kostelić

At the Closing Ceremony:
Ivan Šola 

PPPMedals
GOLD 
Janica Kostelić 
alpine skiing (giant slalom) 

GOLD 
Janica Kostelić 
alpine skiing (alpine combined) 

GOLD
Janica Kostelić 
alpine skiing (slalom) 

SILVER
Janica Kostelić 
alpine skiing (super giant slalom)

TORINO 2006

Flag bearers: 
At the Opening Ceremony: 
Janica Kostelić 

At the Closing Ceremony: 
Ivan Šola 

PPPMedals
GOLD 
Janica Kostelić 
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Alpine skiing
(women’s combined) 

SILVER
Janica Kostelić 
Alpine skiing (super giant slalom)

Ivica Kostelić 
Alpine skiing (men’s combined)

VANCOuVER 2010

Flag bearers: 
At the Opening Ceremony:
Jakov Fak 

At the Closing Ceremony:
Ivan Šola 

PPPMedals
SILVER
Ivica Kostelić 
Alpine skiing
(super combined) 
(slalom) 

BRONZE
Jakov Fak 
Biathlon (10 km)



Croatian Sports

Regardless of its size, Croatia 
is a very sporty nation. With 
only 4,5 million inhabitants, 
Croatia has achieved and still 
achieves numerous success-
es. Almost every second Croat 
has something to do with 
sports or knows something 
about it.

Ivano Balić Goran Ivanišević

Janica Kostelić

Nikša & Siniša Skelin Dubravko Šimenc



SPoRt 
tradition

Dražen Petrović

Davor Šuker Blanka Vlašić

Ivica Kostelić



Croatian Sports

R
egardless of its size, Croatia is 
a very sporty nation. With only 
4,5 million inhabitants, Croatia 
has achieved and still achieves 
numerous successes. Almost 
every second Croat has some-

thing to do with sports or knows something 
about it. Croatia is famous for being a country 
that knows how to create an atmosphere. 
The nation itself, the common and ordinary 
people are very proud of their sports legends, 
whether they do the individual or the team 
sports.

Let’s start with the individuals. The 
siblings, Janica and Ivica Kostelić are Croatian 
most successful alpine skiers. Even though 
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Sandra Šarić Duje Draganja Snježana Pejčić

Nikolaj Pešalov Mirza Džomba

Rowing men’s eight



Janica retired from skiing, she still represents a role model 
and a symbol of success for many people. She won 3 golden 
and one bronze medal in alpine skiing at the 2002 Salt Lake 
City Winter Olympic Games, a golden and silver medal in 
Turin in 2006 and she was proudly wearing the title of a 
World Cup Champion in 2001, 2003 and 2006. 

Her brother Ivica was considered for a long time a brother 
of the best female skier on the world, but in the last couple 
of years he noticeably stepped out of that shadow. Ivica is 
a triple Olympic vice-champion: Turin 2006 in combined and 
Vancouver 2010, again in combined and slalom. In the past 
season 2010/2011 Kostelić won the overall World Cup title, 
thus adding into his collection of small crystal globes the 
second trophy from slalom and the first combined.

Duje Draganja is a famous Croatian swimmer. His best 

Snježana Pejčić  Ivan Ljubičić & Mario Ančić

Filip Ude

Martina ZubčićJakov Fak



Croatian Sports

accomplishment was the silver medal in 
the men’s 50-meter freestyle at the 2004 
Summer Olympics in Athens. Draganja 
won a silver medal in 2005 World Aquat-
ics Championship held in Montreal in 50 m 
freestyle. He has 4 medals from World Short 
Course Swimming Championships. In 2006 
and 2008 he won a gold medal in 50 meter 
freestyle. Also he has bronze medal in 100 
m freestyle (2008) and bronze medal in 50 
m butterfly (2006). 

Sanja Jovanović is a female backstroke 
swimmer from Dubrovnik. On December 
12th, 2009, she broke the world record in 
50 meters backstroke at European Short 
Course Swimming Championship.

Goran Ivanišević is a former tennis player 
but the sound of his name still echoes 
around the world. He won the men’s singles 
at Wimbledon in 2001.  Another famous 
name in tennis is that of Ivan Ljubičić and 
his best accomplishment is the bronze 
medal in tennis doubles at the 2004 
Olympics in where he teamed up with Mario 
Ančić. Together with Ivo Karlović they also 
won the Davis Cup (2005). Marin Čilić is 
very successful player - semifinalist 2010 
Australian Open and a former Top 10 player 
(15th at ATP ranking list on July 9, 2012)

Let’s also mention Iva Majoli, Roland 

Water Polo team

Ana & Lucija Zaninović

Sandra Perković Quadruple Sculls
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Since its independence, Croatia 
has won 17 medals at the Summer 
Olympics: three golden, six silver 
and eight bronze medals. 

Quadruple Sculls

Blanka Vlašić

Igor Marenić &  Šime Fantela



Croatian Sports

Garros champion in 1997 and former Number 4 
in the world.

Blanka Vlašić is another great sports individual. 
She is a world champion (2007, 2009) and silver 
medal winner at Beijing 2008 Olympics, Euro-
pean champion many times… Sandra Perković is 
another great Croatian athlete competing in the 
queen of sports - athletics. The discus thrower 
is the double European champion and is only 22 
years of age.

Sailing is another sport that is developing very 
fast in Croatia. The 470 class crew, formed by 
Šime Fantela and Igor Marenić, is a former world 
champion (2009). They also won bronze three 
times in the World Championship and just won 
their third European title. Ivan Kljaković-Gašpić 
won Croatia’s first medal in World Championship 
coming third in Finn in 2009 First Laser medal for 
Croatia was won by Tonči Stipanović in 2012. 

When it comes to team sports, football, hand-
ball, basketball, water polo… You name it.

At Croatia’s first FIFA World Cup in 1998, the 
team finished third and provided the tourna-
ment’s top scorer, Davor Šuker. Today Croatia is 
one of the ten best national teams of the world, 
for already two years in a row.

The Croatian Handball Team is very successful, 
regardless of its short history. At 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics, they won the golden medal and the 

Perica Bukić

Marin Čilić

Iva Majoli Handball Team 
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same happened in Athens in 2004. World 
Championships: gold (2003), silver (1995, 
2005, 2009). European Championships: silver 
(2008, 2010), bronze (1994, 2012).

Back in 1992, the Croatian Basketball Team 
ended up winning second place at the Olym-
pics. World Championships: bronze (1994). Eu-
ropean Championships: bronze (1993, 1995).

Let us also here remember the great Dražen 
Petrović who made a big splash in the NBA but, 
unfortunately, died too early in a car accident 
(June 7th, 1993).

The Water Polo Team has achieved some 
memorable results: Croatia won silver at the 
1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta. The team 
also won gold at the 2010 European Water 
Polo Championship in Zagreb and silvers at 
the 1999 and 2003 European Water Polo 
Championship. In 2007, Croatia won, for the 
first time, the World Water Polo Championship 
in Melbourne and took bronze at the 2009 
FINA World Championships in Rome and 2011 
in Shanghai. 

Since its independence, Croatia has won 17 
medals at the Summer Olympics: three golden, 
six silver and eight bronze medals. 

At Winter Olympics we brought home ten 
medals: Janica’s four golden medals, five silver 
(three Ivica, two Janica) and one bronze medal, 
by Jakov Fak in Vancouver biathlon.

Stojko Vranković

Luka Modrić

Janica KostelićSanja Jovanović
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Zagreb

Area: 56.542 km2
Population: 4.500.000
Capital city: Zagreb
Language: Croatian
Currency: kuna (HRK)

Republic of Croatia is a country at the crossroads of the 
Mediterranean, Central Europe, and the Southeast 
Europe. Its capital is Zagreb. Croatia borders with Slo-

venia to the west and Hungary to the north, Serbia to the 
northeast, Bosnia and Herzegovina to the east, Montenegro 
to the far southeast, and the Adriatic Sea to the south. 
Croatia entered into NATO’s Partnership for Peace in 2000, 
which began the process of accession into the alliance. The 
country received an invitation to join at the 2008 Bucharest 
Summit and became a full member on April 1, 2009  
On October 17, 2007 Croatia became a non-permanent 
member of the United Nations Security Council for the 
2008-2009 term. 
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S
ince October 3rd, 2005, when negotiations on 
accession of Croatia to the European Union for-
mally and officially began, all the obstacles have 
been crossed and all claims resolved in order for 

Croatia to finally become a part of the great European 
family. 
And so, on December 9th, 2011, in Brussels, following 
the successful completion of negotiations, the Republic 
of Croatia signed the Accession Treaty with the Euro-
pean Union. 
July 1st, 2013 is determined as a target date of acces-
sion to the European Union and the Republic of Croatia 
will soon become the 28th full member of the EU.

About Republic of Croatia



Croatia in the Eu
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and
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B
elonging to the Middle-European 
and Mediterranean cultural and 
civilisation circle and tradition, Croa-
tia is extremely rich with valuable 

cultural and historical heritage, pointing to 
the millenium old presence of Croatia in the 
area.
The specific urban culture of coastal and 
island areas is easily seen in towns such 
as: Poreč, Rovinj, Pula, Zadar, Šibenik, Hvar, 
Korčula and Ston, with Split (Diocletian’s 
Palace) and Dubrovnik representing a part 
of the world cultural heritage under UN.

Arts 

and

Culture
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Geography 
and Nature

About Republic of Croatia
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C
roatia is situated 
close to dense-
ly populated and 
industrially developed 

European countries. Many 
internationally important 
transport routes cross Croa-
tia. The importance of the 
geographical position of the 
Republic of Croatia is also 
enhanced by the Adriatic 
Sea, the northernmost gulf 
of the Mediterranean. 
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10000 Zagreb , Croatia
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