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Gold occurrences

Mineral deposits with up to 1 tonne of gold (95)

Mineral deposits with 1 to 10 tonnes of gold (200)

Mineral deposits with 10 to 100 tonnes of gold (138)

Mineral deposits with 100 to 1000 tonnes of gold (36)

Mineral deposits with 1000 to 2000 tonnes of gold (1)

Mineral deposits with more than 2000 tonnes of gold (2)

Geological regions with up to 10 tonnes of gold

Geological regions with 10 to 100 tonnes of gold

Geological regions with 100 to 1000 tonnes of gold

Geological regions with 1000 to 2000 tonnes of gold

Geological regions with more than 2000 tonnes of gold

Geological regions boundary, broken where subdivided
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Number of deposits shown in brackets

sources of gold by type

Archean lode (greenstone) Au
44.8%

ost-Archean lode Au
17.5%

0%

Global resources of gold by age

Proterozoic
29%

Archean
45.8%

Paleozoic
25.2%

Mesozoic
1.1%

Gold ore (million tonnes)
 100 000 1 000 000 10 000 000 100 000 000 1000 000 000 10000 000 000

Archean lode (greenstone) Au 
Cobar-style Zn-Pb-Cu (Ag-Au)
Intrusion-related Au (Cu)
Iron-oxide Cu-Au (U-Pb-Zn)
Post-Archean lode Au (Cu-Pb-Zn)
Low sulphidation epithermal
Porphyry Au
Porphyry Cu-Au
Volcanic associated massive sulphide
Other types

"Other types" includes deposit types with less
than 1% of global resources:
    High sulphidation epithermal
    Komatiitic Ni-Cu
    Mount Isa-type Cu
    Mount Isa-type Zn-Pb-Ag
    Polymetallic replacement
    Skarn Cu-Au (Pb-Zn)
    Unconformity-related U (Au-base metals)
    Unknown

Only deposits with both grade and tonnage 
of ore have been plotted.
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