
NINETEENTH-CENTURY AMERICAN VENTRILOQUISTS 

Ryan Howard 

As a by-product of my study of the history of American puppets and marionettes in the 
nineteenth century, I have amassed a sizable amount of material about the ventriloquists 
of the period. Ventriloquists are mentioned in the nineteenth century press much more 
often than puppeteers, and the discovery of the names of so many ventriloquists who, as 
far as I know, are not mentioned in any book leads me to believe that the history of 
American ventriloquism has not yet been written. This subject is peripheral to my area of 
research, but I would not want the information I have collected to go to waste, so I am 
making it available to anyone who may find it of interest, and if there are any such 
persons, it would be great to hear from them!    As I continue my note taking, I shall 
update this listing, possibly on a monthly basis. Notes should not be regarded as direct 
quotes unless in quotation marks—but exact wording can probably be supplied if needed.  
I’ve included some early twentieth-century ventriloquists if I happened to come across 
them. The identification of ventriloquists is complicated by the fact that the word 
“ventriloquist” was sometimes used for Punch and Judy and marionette players.           
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Laurie, Joe Jr. Vaudeville: From the Honky-Tonks to the Palace. New York: Henry Holt 
and Company, 1953. Many of the ventriloquists mentioned in this source worked in the 
twentieth century.  

NYC: New York Clipper. The weekly New York Clipper, 1853-1924, was the first 
periodical devoted to the American entertainment industry; it was the forerunner of 
Variety. Odell’s Annals include Clipper references to New York performances until mid-
1894, but do not include the other parts of the country. I began my note taking with the 
issue of 11 Mar 1893. No claims are made to completeness, as the task involves reading 
pages and pages of names and places in often minuscule type.  As of now, I am up to 23 
Jan 1897 
 

 
 
NYT:  New York Times 

Odell, George Clinton Densmore. Annals of the New York Stage. 15 vols. New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1927-1949. During the twenty- two years that he devoted to 
this monumental contribution to the history of the New York theater, Odell (1866-
1949), Professor of Dramatic Literature at Columbia University, recorded thousands of 
theatrical performances up to mid-1894.  I have attempted to note all of the references 
to ventriloquists, but there are many omissions, since performers are often mentioned 
without identifying them as ventriloquists.  

Vox, Valentine. I Can See Your Lips Moving: The History and Art of Ventriloquism. 
Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey: Kaye & Ward Ltd, 1981. 

 

PERSONS 

Albertsonne, Hyram M. Nonsense Club of Eckford. Celebration at Anderson Dickey's, 4 Jul 
1906. "Among the celebrated performers who have been engaged for the occasion at a fabulous 
outlay are the celebrated ventriloquist, Prof. Hyram M. Albertsonne, who will introduce Punch 
and Judy and Mme. Albertsonne who will walk the tight rope thirty feet in mid air." (Daily News 
[Marshall, Michigan], 3 Jul 1906, p. 3). Sometimes the word “ventriloquist” was used for a 
puppeteer. 
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Alexandre, Monsieur. See Vattemare, Alexandre 

Allen, C. J.   

J.O.E. Allen's Lightning Cure Co., Dr. J.O.E. Allen, proprietor; C. J. Allen, 
ventriloquist and manager. They recently closed a two weeks' engagement at 
Ashville, N.C. (NYC, 29 Sep 1894, p. 472).  

C.J. Allen, ventriloquist, Dr. Allen’s Big Medicine Co, under canvas, closed 3 
Dec to four weeks of reported big business in Wilmington, N.C., and opened in 
New Berne, N.C., 8 Dec, for four weeks (NYC, 22 Dec 1894, p. 675).  

Allen, Lieut. W. 

Lieut. W. Allen, ventriloquist and magician. Can  be engaged for the tenting 
season. Address P.O. Box 529, St. Louis, Mo. (NYC 12 May 1894, p. 160). 

NYC, 2 Jun 1894, p. 208 

Notice, side show managers, On account of the only Adam Forepaugh Show 
closing I am at liberty for the balance of the season With Three Good Acts, 
Ventriloquist, Magic and Punch and Judy, also good all day talker. Address 1,914 
Whittier Street, St. Louis, Mo. (NYC, 15 Sep 1894, p. 466).  

Lieut. W. Allen, ventriloquist and magician, reports meeting with success with his 
gift carnival and monologue entertainment. (NYC, 24 Nov 1894, p. 607). 

Lieut. W. Allen, the ventriloquist and magician, is here [St. Louis, Missouri] 
visiting friends and resumes the tour of his Gift Carnival Exhibition 14 Jan 1894. 
(NYC, 5 Jan 1895, p. 699) 

Display ad: Notice, side show managers, Lieut. W. Allen, ventriloquist and 
magician, can be engaged for the tenting season of 1895, with three good acts, 
ventriloquist, magic and Punch and Judy, and is a good all day talker. Have been 
with the following circuses, and finished the whole season with them all: W.W. 
Cole, 1880, '82, '85, '86; Cooper & Jackson, 1881, '84; John Robinson, 1883; 
Chas. Andress, 1887; the 4 Paws Show, 1888-89-90-91-92; World's Fair, 
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Chicago, Ill., 1893;the only 4 Paw Show, 1894. Address 1914 Whittier St., St. 
Louis, Mo. (NYC, 19 Jan 1895, p. 741) 

Lieut. Allen, Frank Hall's Casino, Chicago, Illinois, week of 24 Feb 1895. (NYC, 
2 Mar 1895, p. 830). 

Display ad: To whom it may concern. Lieut. W. Allen, the royal ventriloquist, has 
just finished a successful engagement the week of March 11 at Havlin's Theatre, 
Chicago, Ill. His act was received nightly with screams of laughter, and the 
intricate working of the figures was the cause of much wonderment to the 
audience. The stage settings, figures and costume excel anything of the kind I 
have seen. Yours respectfully, E.M. Kayne, Manager. Pike's Opera House, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, March 17; Shea's Music Hall, Buffalo, N.Y., March 25; J.H. 
Moore's Wonderland, Rochester, N.Y., April 1. Pleased to hear from first class 
managers of combinations for the season (NYC, 23 Mar 1895, p. 48) 

Lieut. W. Allen, royal ventriloquist, invites managers to see act this week with 
Stroh's Vaudeville, Third Ave Theatre, New York City. (NYC, 13 Apr 1895, p. 
94).  

Lieut. W.W. [sic] Allen, ventriloquist, at present with Scribner & Smith's circus, 
can be engaged. He claims to have originated the rising figures in a box (NYC 13 
Jul 1895, p. 291).  

Display ad: Lieut. W. Allen, America's greatest ventriloquist, will be at liberty 
after the first week in October. At present with Scribner & Smith's Circus. Would 
like to hear from first class managers only. I will invest money in any convincing 
scheme.  Address as per route of Scribner & Smith's Circus, or, care of Clipper. 
To whom it may concern--I wish it known that I am the inventor of the rising 
figures in the box. Who can dispute it? There is more than one target. How many 
does this hit? (NYC, 13 Jul 1895, p. 304)  

Notice, sideshow managers. Lieut. W. Allen, America’s greatest ventriloquist, 
will be at liberty after Sept. 28. At present with the Scribner & Smith Show, 
which closes its season on the above date. Can furnish (3) good acts for 
sideshow—Ventriloquist, Magic and Punch and Judy, and talk at the door. All the 
above good. Address until Sept. 28 Care American House, Pittsburg, Pa. Care 
Scribner & Smith Show; after Sept. 28 care of Clipper. (NYC, 21 Sep 1895, p. 
466) 

Peter Conklin Wants a Man with Talking Figures. One that does magic. Also 
good Curiosity. One that does musical turn preferred. Address Union Hill, N.J. 
Lieutenant Allen, write (NYC, 12 Oct 1895, p. 513) 
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Allen, ventriloquist. Keith’s Union Square Theatre, New York, 19 Oct 1895 
(NYT, 20 Oct 1895, p. 11).  

Lieut. Allen, ventriloquist, Keith's Union Square Theatre, New York, week of 21 
Oct 1895 (NYC, 26 Oct 1895, p. 536) 

Lieut. Allen and his "Brownie" Family, Carncross' Opera House, Philadelphia, 
this week (NYC, 30 Nov 1895, p. 615).  

Lieut. W. Allen, Carncross Opera House, Philadelphia (NYC, 7 Dec 1895).  
"Lieutenant Allen and his curious family," Carncross' Opera House, Philadelphia. 
Crowded houses last week (p. 630). "Lieut. W. Allen, ventriloquist, is re-engaged 
at Carncross' Opera House, Philadelphia, this week." (p. 637). Display ad, p. 641: 
" Lieut. W. Allen, ventriloquist. Made a big hit last week, Nov. 25, at Carncross 
Opera House, Philadelphia. Re-engaged for this week, Dec 2. Figures and stage 
settings second to none, and a laugh from start to finish. Managers of Co.'s 
address care of CLIPPER." 

Lieut. Allen, curio hall, New Musee and Theatre, Columbus, Ohio, opening 30 
Dec 1896 (NYC, 4 Jan 1896, p. 697) 

Sideshow and annex of Washburn's Circus included Lieut. Allen, lecturer and 
ventriloquist, magic and Punch (NYC, 13 Jun 1896, p. 232) 

Display ad: "NOTICE, SIDESHOW MANAGERS. LIEUT. W. ALLEN, 
Ventriloquist and Magician, WILL BE AT LIBERTY AFTER SEPT. 26. Three 
good acts, Ventriloquist, Magic and Punch and Judy. Good free show with talking 
figures, and good all day talker. Address 43 North Ninth St., Philadelphia, Pa., 
care THOS. W. YOST. LIEUT. W. ALLEN." (NYC, 26 Sep 1896, p. 482) 

Lieut. W. Allen, who has been resting in St. Louis for a few weeks, has left for 
New Orleans to join Harris' Nickel Plate Shows (NYC, 28 Nov 1896, p. 617) 

"Geo. Hines, Lieut. W. Allen and Frank Schiffer report that they opened a tent 
show in New Orleans, La., Dec. 8. The Location is at Canal and Basin Streets, in 
the heart of the city." (NYC, 26 Dec 1896, p. 689) 

 

Allen, W.A., legerdemain and ventriloquism. Bowery Theatre, New York, 26 Feb 1875 
(Odell 9, p. 571)  

Alward, Gus and Nellie, illusionists, mind-readers, ventriloquists. Miner’s Bowery 
Theatre, New York (Odell 11, p. 564). 
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Ament, W.D. Capt. W.D. Ament, fancy rifle show and ventriloquist, Capt. W.D. Ament's 
Combined Shows (NYC, 21Mar 1896, p. 39) 

Andress, Charles (1852-1933).  Andress was a prominent figure in the history of the 
American circus, managing his own shows and also working in a managerial capacity for 
other circuses, including Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey. He started in show 
business at age 10 when he was hired as an assistant by an itinerant magician. When the 
magician died a couple of years later, Andress developed his own show, which involved 
magic, trained birds and animals, and ventriloquism—he later told an interviewer that he 
“was always gifted with the power or knack of imitating birds and animals and doing 
different stunts in so-called ventriloquism.” (Biographical History of Barton County, 
Kansas [Great Bend, Kansas: Great Bend Tribune, 1912], pp. 251-253)  

Archer, Frederick 

Fred Archer, ventriloquist. Standard Museum, Brooklyn, 31 Dec 1883-5 Jan 1884 
(Odell 12, p. 376) 

"FREDERICK ARCHER, ventriloquist, well known to the frequenters of dime 
museums, was found dead in a doorway at Canal and Forsyth Streets, this city, 
shortly before 12 o'clock A.M. Oct 19. He was coatless  and hatless, and the 
contents of his pockets consisted of a few pennies and bits of  paper inscribed 
with the sort of dialogue a ventriloquist must carry on with his dummies. Mr. 
Archer is said to have worn a new hat, a new cape overcoat and a new diagonal 
frock coat, and to have had money in his purse together with a ticket  for 
Lynchburg, Va., where he was to perform with the Miles Orton, when he left  the 
Gaiety Museum in the Bowery about 10 o'clock P.M. He was then sober and his 
friends think he was drugged and robbed. He was about thirty-seven years old. He 
was buried 20, in Evergreen Cemetery by the Actors' Fund." (NYC, 19 Oct 1892, 
p. 543) 

Arne 

Arne, polyphonist and humorist, appeared at Washington Hall, with his talking 
figures and shadow pantomimes; furthermore, he said he would give at the close 
of every performance $150 in presents.  27 Apr-2 May 1868 (Odell 8, p. 408). 

Arne, Prof., ventriloquist. Performed before “quite large audiences,” according to 
the Star, at Continental Hall, Greenpoint, New York, 20, 21, and 23 March 1868 
(Odell 8, p. 409). 

Astor, A.C. Good (Laurie, p. 114). 
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Bacon. Help the needy. The children of the Five Points at Palace Garden. Mr. C.A. de 
Forrest, the proprietor of the Palace Garden in 14th St. and 6th Ave., having kindly given 
the use of that celebrated place of resort free, to the “Five Points House of Industry,” the 
children of that institution will hold a pic-nic there on Wednesday, the 12th inst., during 
the entire day [….] Mr. Bacon, who is engaged in the Sunday-school of the Institution, 
will present, for the amusement of the children, a variety of pleasing experiments in 
chemistry, philosophy, and natural magic, and scenes in ventriloquism [….]. (NYT, 11 
Sep 1860, p. 7).  

Banderas. Olympic Vaudevilles: "We showed to an enthusiastic audience, 20, at 
Westport, Mo. Manager Plum, of Plums Opera House, made us a flattering offer for a 
return engagement, which we accepted….Also have signed Banderas, the burlesque 
ventriloquist. Everybody well and happy." (NYC, 4 Apr 1896, p. 68) 

Ballantine, Ballantyne, Ballentine 

The Helping Hand Association will hold its third musical and literary 
entertainment at the Union Tabernacle, No. 139 West Thirty-fifth Street, next 
Tuesday evening. Included T.A. Ballantine, elocutionist and ventriloquist (NYT, 
14 Nov 1886, p. 7).  

Initiation of new Knights, Legion of Honor of the United Council No. 1,035, 7 
Feb 1888 [….] Thomas Ballentine gave some striking examples of ventriloquial 
power (NYT, 5 Feb 1888, p. 8. 

Sid C. France’s Big Double Company, for 25-30 Mar 1889, presented various 
entertainers at the National Theatre, New York, including Thomas Ballantyne 
(Odell 14, p. 116). 

The Julian Comedy Company appeared, 4 Sep 1890, in the Flushing Opera 
House, in The Sea Waif. The cast included Thomas S. Ballantyne [….] In addition 
to the main play, the offering gave Ballantyne, in ventriloquism [….] (Odell 14, p. 
775).  

Thomas A. Ballantyne, in Tom Sawyer, Third Avenue Theatre, New York, 1-6 
June 1891 (Odell 14, p. 586). 

Tom Ballantyne, imitations of actors and humorous stories, Decoration Day, 1891 
[?], Barbara Frietchie Post, No. 11, Turn Hall, Greenpoint, New  York  (Odell 14, 
p. 774). 

Balmford, Prof.  
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Prof. Balmford, ventriloquist. Donald McKay's Specialty Show, touring south 
Pennsylvania. (NYC, 6 Oct 1894, p. 493) 

Hill's Pawnee Medicine and Specialty Company: "We are doing a banner 
business. July 14 was the Doctor's birthday, which the company celebrated. The 
Doctor received many handsome presents from members of his company, among 
them being a solitaire diamond shirt stud, presented to him by Manager Sampsell 
and Prof. Balmford. All spent an enjoyable day in camp. The company is 
composed of the following members: Dr. C. Hill, proprietor; Mae Hill, treasurer; 
J.E. Sampsell, manager, comedian and banjoist; Rose Sampell, pianist; Bob 
Harris, comedian and dancer, Prof. Balmford, magician and ventriloquist, Billy 
Thompson, musician and vocalist, Mexican Max Owens, fancy rifle shot; Reddy 
Kane, club swinger and juggler, Jack Hart, candy and song book man. We are 
touring Western Pennsylvania, and the 'big chief' dances every Sunday morning 
and The Clipper visits us regularly." (NYC, 25 Jul 1896, p. 325) 

Bauscher, Prof. A.C.  Gollman Brothers’ Great Circus and Menagerie. Prof. A.C. 
Bauscher, magician and ventriloquist, was on the roster when the show opened 12 May 
1894 at Baraboo, Wisconsin (NYC, 26 May 1894, p. 181). Bauscher later is often 
mentioned as the manager of Gollman Brothers’ side show, but not as a ventriloquist. 
Mrs. Bauscher, a snake charmer, was also part of the side show. Another act in the side 
show was a troupe of glassblowers, which Bauscher also took on tour when the circus 
was not on the road. In Oct 1895 the Bauschers were still features of the side show, when 
the circus disbanded: “We have received a communication signed by John Nehman, of 
Capac, Mich., in which the statement is made that Gollmar Bros.’ Circus collapsed at 
Bellville, Ill., Sept 28, and disbanded without an hour’s warning to the performers and 
musicians.” (NYC, 5 Oct. 1895, p. 489). The Bauschers rejoined the Gollman show later.  

Bayliss, Sam L., Irish and black face comedian, banjoist and ventriloquist, Kickapoo 
Indian Medicine Co., No. 18. We just closed a six weeks' stay at Sault St. Marie, Mich. 
We turned people away every night. We are now back in Canada, and playing to big 
business. 

Beach, Prof. Prof. Beach, with Punch and knee figures, Oregon Indian Medicine 
Company, Dr. F.M. Smollen (Dr. F. Cole), proprietor and manager. We are touring North 
Dakota to good business. We work east in three weeks. The man in snow delivers ice 
with silver hooks every Sunday (NYC, 12 Sep 1896, p. 442).  

Beattie, Doctor. Doctor Beattie’s Marvelous Vivisection. New York: Dick’s Publishing, 
n. d. [c. 1890]. Small 8vo; original pink pictorial wraps; vignette illustrations; fine. $125. 
A fine copy of this Victorian conjuring pamphlet, with illustrated instructions for 
performing various tricks, ventriloquism, and Punch and Judy shows. The rear cover 
shows Beattie’s Vivisection Act. (Dramatis Personae 2009) 
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Belldoun [sic?], Charles, ventriloquist, Hilton and Fales' "Parlor of Fun," touring the 
mountains for the summer. We have been out for four weeks, and every performer feels 
happy, as the ghost comes regularly…  (NYC, 3 Aug 1895, p. 342) 

Bernard, Barney. "Barney Bernard, the boy ventriloquist, reports his two weeks' 
engagement at Worth's Museum, New York, as very successful." (NYC, , 15 Sep 1894, p. 
441). 

Bernard, Junius 

Junius Bernard's Midget Automatons at Gaiety Museum, New York, 1889. (Odell 
14, p. 401). 

"Birthdays and Children's Parties entertained.Punch and Judy, ventriloquism, 
stereopticon views. Schools, churches, lodges, etc. Highest references. $3.50 
each occasion. Prof. Junius Bernard, Care Times office."  (Trenton Evening Times 
[Trenton, New Jersey], 23 Nov 1897, p. 1) 

Bill, Leo. A Frenchman, did a very novel act. There was a statue on the table and his wife 
entered with a feather duster and accidentally struck the statue and its head fell apart. 
Bill entered, found his wife all excited over the accident, and told her it was O.K. and he 
would put on a new head. He built the head on his fist and placed it on the broken 
statue and did his vent stuff à Señor Wences (Laurie, p. 115).  

Bilz, George. Prof. W.F. Baker, known years ago as a boy magician, has joined hands 
with George Bilz, ventriloquist and juggler. The two will make a tour of Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia (NYC, 7 Jul 1894, p. 275). 

Bingham, J.W., James W. Bingham. Appeared at General Tom Thumb’s Museum 
(Albano 2008, p. 29) 

Bingham, ventriloquist, Harry Miner’s New Theatre, Bowery, New York, 3-8 
Mar 1879  (Odell 10, p. 677). 

James W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Volksgarten, New York, 31 Mar-5 Apr 1879 
(Odell 10, p. 656).  

Bingham, ventriloquist, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, New York, Nov or Dec 1879 
(Odell 11, p. 135). 



10 
 

10 
 

Bingham (young ventriloquist), London Theatre, Bowery, Apr 1880 (Odell 10, p. 
132). (check year) 

Bingham, ventriloquist, Bunnell’s Museum, Brooklyn, 10 Oct 1881 (Odell 11, p. 
624).  

James W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s New Theatre, New York, 12 Dec 
1881 (Odell 11, p. 526). 

Bingham, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman’s, New York, Sept 1883 (Odell 12, p. 
372).  

Bingham, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 7-12 Dec 1885 (Odell 13, p. 
96).  

Bingham, ventriloquist and magician, Tony Pastor’s, New York, 25-30 Jan 1886 
(Odell 13, p. 84).  

Bingham, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York, 23-28 Dec 1889 
(Odell 14, p. 356). 

Bingham (“first appearance in ten years”), Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, New York, 
19-24 Jan 1891 (Odell 14, p. 650).  

James W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, New York, 19-24 
Oct 1891 (Odell 15, p. 140).  

Bingham, Olympic Theatre, Harlem, 4-9 Apr 1892 (Odell 15, p. 148). 

Bingham, ventriloquist, Grand Theatre, Williamsburg, N.Y. 18-23 Apr 1892 
(Odell 15, p. 251.  

Bingham, Proctor’s 23rd Street Theatre, New York, 18-23 Jun 1894 (Odell 15, p. 
700). 

James W. Bingham, who has managed the Lyceum Theatre, Boston, Mass., 
during the past two seasons, has severed his connection with that house, and 
appeared in a new ventriloquial act at Proctor’s Theatre, Boston, Mass. [sic], last 
week (NYC, 23 Jun 1894, p. 244). 

Bingham, Pavilion Theatres, Holyoke and Springfield, Mass. (NYC, 7 Jul 1894, 
p. 275).  

James W. Bingham, Trenton Museum, Trenton, NY, week of 1 Oct 1894. (NYC, 
13 Oct 1894, p. 504). 
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J.W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Proctor’s Pleasure Palace, New York (NYT, 13 Oct 
1895, p. 11).  

J.W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Proctor’s Pleasure Palace, New York, week of 14 
Oct 1895 (NYC, 19 Oct 1895, p. 520) 

Bingham, a ventriloquist, Holmes' Star, New York (NYC, 9 Nov 1895, p. 568)  

"Kittie Bingham has added stereopticon effects to her repertory of songs. She will 
appear in Philadelphia, Pa., Nov. 18, in conjunction with her parents: James W. 
Bingham, the ventriloquist, and Belle Verna, facial performer." (NYC, 16 Nov 
1895, p. 582) 

New York Star Notes: "Our recent acquisition, Bingham, the ventriloquist, is 
presenting a strong act, which is meeting with much favor. We were accorded an 
exceptionally good week at the Kensington, Philadelphia, Pa., many being turned 
away at the Saturday evening performance. The company are all in good health. 
Our foreign contingent, consisting of Ani and Ono, Mlle. Florizell, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Savado, missed the train from New York and had a fine opportunity of 
viewing the environs of Philadelphia at 3 A.M." [….] " (NYC, 25 Jan 1896, p. 
742) 

Miner's Bowery Theatre, New York: "Gus Hill's New York Stars are playing a 
return engagement this week, to excellent business. Several changes are 
noticeable in the programme…, and Bingham, the ventriloquist, has … been 
secured." (NYC, 4 Apr 1896, p. 70) 

Prof. Bingham, Kitty Bingham, Lincoln Park Theatre, Fall River, MA (NYC, 1 
Aug 1896, p. 343).  

Bingham, ventriloquist; Belle Verna, facialist, and Kibbie Bingham, vocalist, 
have just concluded an engagement at the Jefferson Roof Garden, Richmond, 
Virginia. They open at the Howard Athenaeum, Boston, Mass., Sept. 14 (NYC, 5 
Sep 1896, p. 422) 

Jas. W. Bingham's ventriloquial entertainment, Miner's Bowery Theatre, New 
York. He presented some new figures and mechanical effects, all of which were 
appreciated (NYC, 3 Oct 1896, p. 488) 

James W. Bingham, Miner’s Bowery Theatre, New York, opening 1 Feb (NYC 6 
Feb 1897, p. 780) 
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J.W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Proctor’s Twenty-Third Street Theatre, New York 
(NYT, 29 Aug 1897, p. 8). James W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Proctor’s Twenty-
Third Street Theatre, New York (NYT, 15 Aug 1897, p. 8). 

Bingham, the ventriloquist, Hurtig & Seanom’s Music Hall, New York (NYT, 5 
Mar 1899, p. 15).  

Biondi, Ugo. Italian-born quick-change artist 

 

Clipper, 16 May 1896, p. 177 

“Koster & Bial’s.—Big business continues to rule at this resort, and, despite the 
uncomfortably warm weather, May 11 was no exception. Two newcomers were 
added to the bill of last week, and an unusually interesting entertainment resulted. 
Ugo Biondi, who made on this occasion his first appearance before an American 
audience, commanded the most attention of the new arrivals. Sig. Biondi’s act is 
novel to this country. It consists of his assuming a number of characters in a tragic 
comedy in one act. His principal charm is his ability to change his clothes with 
lightning like rapidity.  There are four characters, three male and one female, in 
the play, and Biondi assumes them all cleverly, wearing a distinctive costume for 
each and making his changes with wonderful quickness. He sings in the various 
characters and also resorted to ventriloquism, and his act was thoroughly enjoyed. 
His success was emphatic.” (NYC 16 May 1896, p. 167) 

"Ugo Biondi has brought suit for $50,000 damages against Oscar Hammerstein 
for alleged libel. The article on which the action is brought appeared on the 
programme of the Olympia Music Hall, May 12, on which night Leopold [sic] 
Fregoli made his debut in this country." (NYC, 23 May 1896, p. 183) 

Ugo Biondi, Koster & Bial’s, New York (NYC, 23 May 1896, p. 192). Also 
participated in a professional matinee, 14 May (p. 183) 

Koster & Bial's, New York, week of 25 May 1896. "Ugo Biondi began his third 
week with a new sketch, entitled 'Artistic Contest,' in which he made twenty-two 
different changes of character, which won much applause." (NYC, 30 May 1896, 
p. 200) 
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Koster & Bial's, New York, 1 Jun 1896. "Ugo Biondi, fourth week, added new 
character changes to his act." (NYC, 6 Jun 1896, p. 216; also display ad, p. 225; 
20 Jun, p. 241) 

Koster & Bial's, New York, 8 Jun 1896. Ugo Biondi was still extremely well 
received (NYC, 13 Jun 1896, p. 232) 

Koster & Bial’s Music Hall. Biondi the Great. Roof Garden now open (NYC, 20 
Jun 1896, p. 256.  

"Biondi, transformation performer, who recently brought suit against Oscar 
Hammerstein for $50,000, claiming that he had been damaged to that extent by a 
statement printed in the Olympia programme, was ordered, on June 22, on motion 
of Mr. Hammerstein, in the Supreme Court, to give security for the costs of the 
case." (NYC, 27 Jun1896, p. 260) 

"Koster & Bial's Roof Garden was liberally patronized on Monday evening, June 
22, and the large assemblage enjoyed the cool breezes that were wafted through 
the decorations, as well as the excellent programme provided…." The attractions 
included "Ugo Biondi, in his clever character work, including 'Mimi' and 
celebrated leaders…." (NYC, 27 Jun 1896, p. 264) 

 

(Clipper, 27 Jun 1896, p. 272; 11 Jul 1896, p. 304) 

Koster & Bial's Roof Garden, New York. "Ugo Biondi, with his character 
changes, began his eighth week still a favorite." (NYC, 4 Jul 1896, p. 280) 

Orpheum Theatre, San Francisco, California. "S.R.O. was, as usual, displayed  
last evening [20 Jul 1896], when George Techow, the Valdis Sisters, Biondi and 
Rosa Snow made first appearances." (NYC, 25 Jul 1896, p. 324) 

Biondi, Schiller Theatre, Chicago (NYC, 5 Sep 1896, p. 425) 

Schiller Theatre, Chicago. The programme for this week has the Italian mimic, 
Biondi, as the feature (NYC, 26 Sep 1896, p. 469) 

Ugo Biondi, in his quick changes of costume, Keith's New Theatre, Boston, last 
week (NYC, 31 Oct 1896, p. 555) 
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Ugo Biondi, Keith’s New Theatre, Boston, week of 2 Nov 1896 (NYC, 7 Nov 
1896, p. 575) 

Biondi’s, Baltimore, MD, 9-14 Nov 1896 (NYC, 14 Nov 1896, p. 582) 

The Bijou, Philadelphia: Ugo Biondi, who plays all the characters in an opera 
himself, is this week's feature (NYC, 21 Nov 1896, p. 600) 

"Ugo Biondi's present engagement at Keith's Union Square Theatre will be his 
farewell one in New York. He stays two weeks, then goes to Chicago for three 
weeks, after which, with his bride (née Bial), he returns to Italy." (NYC, 5 Dec 
1896, p. 632) 

Schiller Theatre, Chicago: The bill for the week is headed by Biondi (NYC, 19 
Dec 1896, p. 669) 

Brigham [sic], ventriloquist. Tucker's Parlor Theatre, Springfield, MA.  (NYC, 15 Sep 
1894, p. 439). (Bingham?) 

Black, Harry W., ventriloquist.  

Harry Black, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York, 22 Jan 1883 (Odell 
12, p. 92).  

Harry Black, the ventriloquist and magician, joins Endor & Atkinson’s New 
Vaudeville, 31 Oct. 1896 (NYC, 7 Nov 1896, p. 568) 

Bliss, ventriloquist, Nickel Odeon, Boston, Mass, this week. (NYC, 16 Feb 1895, p. 795). 
Blitz? 

Blitz, Antonio. Vox 68 (Signor Blitz, Antonio Blitz). Burns 97-100. Much information, 
not yet transcribed. Illustrations in Albano 2008, p. 18. 

Blitz, Eugene. In 1880, according to the census of that year, the magician Eugene Blitz 
lived at 1150 or 1151 3rd Avenue in New York City. He was 29 years of age, and had 
been born in New Jersey; his father and mother were born in England. His wife, Mollie, 
was also 29 years old; she was born in Pennsylvania, her father was born in Ireland, and 
her mother was born in Scotland. They had three children: John (age 13), Mattie (age 9), 
and George (age 7). The Gettysburg (PA) Compiler reported in 1870 that Eugene Blitz 
was the son of the magician Jerome Blitz. It is sometimes difficult distinguish between 
Eugene and Jerome.  

Eugene Blitz, son and pupil of the celebrated Jerome Blitz, gave two of his 
popular exhibitions in Magic and Ventriloquism, in Agricultural Hall, last Friday 
and Saturday evenings. He is a proficient in his line, and does everything he 
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undertakes to perfection.--Many of his feats are novel, and all attractive. His 
representation of different characters was admirable, whilst "Punch and Judy" 
added no little to the entertainment. He has made his mark here, and can count 
on good houses whenever it may suit him to come this way. ("Magic and 
Ventriloquism." Gettysburg Compiler (Gettysburg, PA), 11 Mar 1870, p. 2) 

The performances by Blitz and Blitz jr. were full up to expectation. In sleight of 
hand and general diablerie, Jerome Blitz has had no rival for twenty years, and 
Eugene's Punch and Judy and other characterizations, are the best of the kind on 
this continent. The proprietor, Mr. Charles Forbes, unlike most showmen, is very 
much of a gentleman. ("Blitz." Waterloo Courier [Waterloo, Iowa], 25 Apr 1872, 
p. 3) 

 Eugene Blitz, ventriloquist. Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, 19 Aug 1872 (Odell 9, p. 
356). Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn: fifth season of the theatre opened 19 Aug 
1872—very attractive variety bill included Eugene Blitz, the Ventriloquist (BDE 19 
Aug 1872, p. 3). Olympic Theatre, 20 Aug 1872, included “Living 
Pictures,” by Signor Blitz; Punch and Judy was on same program (BDE 21 Aug 
1872, p. 4).  

Eugene Blitz, Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, Late Jan 1873 (Odell 9, p. 357). Olympic 
Theatre, Fulton St.: included Eugene Blitz, the man of many faces (BDE 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31 Jan 1873, p. 1).  

Eugene Blitz in his comic portraits, Tony Pastor’s Opera House (BDG 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21 Mar 1873, p. 1).  

Eugene Blitz, Tony Pastor's, Nov 1873 (Odell 9, p. 469). 

Eugene Blitz, Punch and Judy, Olympic Theatre, New York, 1874. USA (Odell 
1937) 

Eugene Blitz, introducing Punch and Judy, Olympic Theatre, New York, 19 Jan 
1874 (Odell 9, p. 404). The al fresco drama of “Punch and Judy” is represented by 
Mr. Eugene Blitz in the same fashion (so the bill says) as at Donnybrook fairs, 
those dead institutions of Hibernian fame (“Olympic Theatre, NYT 20 Jan 1874, p. 
5; also ad, p. 7). 

Eugene Blitz, Olympic Theatre, New York, 6 Apr 1874 (Odell 9, p. 405) 

Eugene Blitz, Punch and Judy, Olympic Theatre, New York, 1874 ("Olympic 
Theatre." The New York Times," 20 Jun 1874, p. 5; also ad, p. 7). 
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Blitz, Olympic Theatre, 10 Aug 1874 (BDE 10 Aug 1874, p. 2). Eugene?  

Eugene Blitz will present his Punch and Judy (Daily Gazette and Bulletin, 
Williamsport, PA, 18 Nov 1874, in Ancestry dot com).  Seems part of the 
entertainment presented by company of N.D. Roberts.  

At Grand Central Variety Theatre, Philadelphia, 2-20 Dec and again in Christmas 
week, 1874 (Philadelphia Public Ledger for these dates in PTA 404, s.v. Eugene 
Blitz). 

Eugene Blitz. Metropolitan Theatre, 2 Aug 1875 ("Metropolitan Theatre." The 
New York Times, 3 Aug 1875, p. 4). Punch and Judy, Metropolitan Theatre 585 
Broadway, New York, Aug 1875. (Odell 10, p. 84). 

 Eugene Blitz, Globe Theatre, New York, 10 Jan 1876 (Odell 10, p. 89)Eugene 
Blitz, Globe Theatre, 7 Feb 1876 (Odell 10, p. 90).Eugene Blitz, Globe Theatre, 
New York, 10 Jan 1876 (Odell 10, p. 89). 

Punch and Judy and Eugene Blitz, Metropolitan Theatre, Jul-Aug 1876 (Odell 10, 
p. 88). 

Olympic Theatre, New York, 1876. Mr. Blitz, with his Punch and Judy show, 
recalls vividly to the casual cockney the common street diversions of his 
metropolis. Eugene Blitz. (“The Olympic,” BDE 28 Sep 1876, p. 2). Olympic 
Theatre: The ventriloquial exhibition by Eugene Blitz is good (BDE 26 Sep 1876, p. 
2).  

Eugene Blitz, Comique, Williamsburgh, 4-8 Dec 1876 (Odell 10, p. 342). 

Eugene Blitz, Punch and Judy at the Eagle, Dec 1876. ("Grand Variety 
Entertainment." The New York Times, 20 Dec 1876, p. 7; 21 Dec 1876, p. 9) 

Eugene Blitz. Facial artist and Punch and Judy, John H. Murray’s [circus], 1877 
(Slout 1998, p. 28). 

Eugene Blitz, Tony Pastor's Theatre, 8 Jan 1877 (Odell 10, p. 268). 

Eugene Blitz, Theatre Comique, week of 26 Mar 1877 (Odell 10, p. 266). 

Eugene Blitz and his Punch and Judy, Hyde and Behmann's, Feb 1878 (Odell 10 p. 
524). 
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Eugene Blitz (funny faces, quaint characters, wooden heads"), Volksgarten, 14 
Jan-12 Feb 1878 (Odell 10, p. 461). 

Eugene Blitz in his Punch and Judy entertainment, Volks Garden (“Local 
Amusements,” BDE 10 Feb 1878, p. 3).  

Blitz, Theatre Comique, 5 May 1879 (Odell 10, p. 645). 

Eugene Blitz and Punch and Judy, Aberle's Tivoli, 21-26 Jul 1879 (Odell 10, p. 
685). Eugene Blitz. Punch and Judy, Aberle’s Tivoli, New York, 21-26 July 1879 
(playbill in Harvard College Library, in PTA 128).  At Tivoli Hall, New York, 21-26 
Jul 1879 (PTA 404). Eugene Blitz—a stage name, of course, but German—and his 
Punch were at Aberle’s Tivoli 21-26 July 1879 (PTA 229). 

1880 lived with wife and children at 1150 or 1151 3rd Avenue, New York City 
(1880 census) 

Eugene Blitz, National Theatre, New York, 8-13 Nov 1880 (Odell 11, p. 330).  

Miss Mattie Blitz was one of those attending a reception following a 
performance by the Arcadians at the Athenaeum, Brooklyn, 25 Jan 1888 (BDE 26 
Jan 1888, p. 2). Miss Mattie Blitz was a guest at wedding of John E. Wroe and 
Nellie Claxton, Feb 1888 (BDE 26 Feb 1888, p. 2).  

Blitz, François R.  

 "FRANCOIS THE MAGIC PRINCE. The most wonderful magician now in America. 5 
DIFFERENT EXHIBITIONS PRESENTED ON THE SAME EVENING 5. "FRANCOIS' THE 'MAGIC 
PRINCE." "FRANCOIS" THE "FIRE DEMON." FRANCOIS" THE "VENTRILOQUIST." 
"FRANCOIS" WITH HIS "PUNCH-AND-JUDY." And he also introduces his great London 
Sensation, the "ROYAL MARIONETTES,"   a troupe of MECHANICAL  FIGURES, performing 
the same as living people.  Having just concluded a very successful engagement of four 
weeks at the Museum ih Boston, he will be at liberty to accept engagements after 
October 1 with FIRST-CLASS MANAGERS. "FLY-BY-NIGHT MANAGERS please not answer, 
as my experience for the last ten years in the business has given me the pleasure of 
knowing ALL OF YOU.   For terms, etc, address FRANCOIS R. BLITZ, care of NEW YORK 
CLIPPER. Can be engaged for the Fairs. (NYC, 19 Sep 1974, p. 200)  

Blitz, Harry 

Harry Blitz, American-born son of Signor Blitz, who performed as Haba Haba 
(www.magictricks.com. Almost certainly not the son of Antonio Blitz. 

http://www.magictricks.com/�
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Harry Blitz’s Midgets, Gaiety Museum, New York, 19-24 May 1890 (Odell 14, p. 
404 [listed under “marionettes” in index]).  

Signor Harry Blitz, ventriloquist, participated in entertainment for the poor at St. 
Paul’s church, Brooklyn, 17 and 18 Oct 1894 (BDE, 15 Oct 1894, p. 7).  

Harry Blitz and Mons. Bushnell [?] got judgment against Pete Conklin, manager 
of Conklin's Cyclorama, for salaries due them, and served an attachment for same. 
Mr. Conklin says he will appeal the case. (NYC, 29 Dec 1894, p. 687).  

Harry Blitz, a fire eater, performing at the Gaiety Museum, New York, was 
recently charged by his wife, in the Harlem Police Court, with abandonment. He 
was ordered to give bond to pay his wife $4 a week, and in default was committed 
to prison. (NYC, 2 Feb 1895, p. 767) 

Blutch. Roster of the Umatilla Indian Medicine Co. included "Blutch, talking dummy." 
(NYC, 7 Dec 1895, p. 633) 

Bonde, Roy. Roy Bonde, magic and ventriloquist, Electric Remedy and Concert 
Company, touring Texas. "Everyone well and the man in white walks every Saturday 
night." (NYC. 2 May 1896, p. 133) 

Bones, Billy. Kiowa Indian Medicine Company, No. 22, touring the eastern part of 
Schuylkill County. Roster included Billy Bones, ventriloquist. N.B. Jones Brothers, Billy 
and Albert, musical mokes [sic] and sketch team, were also on the roster (NYC 16 May 
1896, p. 169) 

Bow, Prof., fire king and ventriloquist. He was a member of the troupe of Prof. Brown, 
magician, cabinet worker and illusionist, and Billie Stoner, comedian and Punch and Judy 
performer, who opened their season 9 Jun 1894 at Port Stanley, Ontario, Canada, where 
they were to remain for the summer (NYC 23 Jun 1894, p. 242). 

Brown, Prof. Portrait, Albano 2008, p. 27.  

Bruce, Mme., “the only known female ventriloquist,” American Museum, New York, 16 
Mar 1840 (Odell 4, p. 4129).  

Bryant, Harry. Some of these may have been another Harry Bryant 

Harry Bryant born c. 1845 in Connecticut (1880 census) 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Hooley’s Opera House, Brooklyn, week of 18 Sep 
1871 (Odell 9, p. 224). 
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Ventriloquism and fun! Harry Bryant, the wonderful ventriloquist and humorist, 
gives one of his inimitable performances at St. Peter’s Hall, West 20th St, near 8th 
Ave., Tuesday evening, 23 Jan (NYT, 22 Jan 1872, p. 7). 

Harry Bryant joined the roster at White’s Athenaeum, New York, 23 Dec 1872 
(Odell 9, p. 324). 

Harry Bryant, Tony Pastor’s Metropolitan, New York, 1 Nov 1875 (Odell 10, p. 
85).  

Harry Bryant, Colonel Sinn’s Park Theatre, Brooklyn, 13-18 Mar 1876 (Odell 10, 
p. 130). 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Metropolitan, New York, last of May and beginning 
of June 1876 (Odell 10, p. 88). 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York, 16 Oct 1876 
(Odell 10, p. 267).  

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Park Theatre, Brooklyn, 19-24 Mar 1877 (Odell 10, 
p. 320). 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Theatre Comique, New York, 5 Nov 1877 (Odell 10, 
p. 449).  

Harry Bryant, Third Ave. Theatre, New York, 13-25 May 1878 (Odell 10, p. 480). 

Mr. Harry Bryant, the ventriloquist, New York Aquarium this week (NYT, 19 
May 1878, p. 7). Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, New York Aquarium, 20 May 1878 
(Odell 10, p. 489). 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, 18 Nov 1878 (Odell 10, p. 
645). 

Harry Bryant, Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, 10-15 Mar 1879 (Odell 10, p. 735).  

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Harry Miner’s New Theatre, Brooklyn, Apr 1879 
(Odell 10, p. 678).  

1880 United States census: 191 West 10th Street, Manhattan. Residents: 

Harry H. Kane, 26, physician, born in New York, father born in New 
York, mother born in Vermont 

Mattie Kane, 18, wife, keeping house, born in Ohio, parents born in Ohio 
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Harry Bryant, 35, ventriloquist, born in Connecticut, parents born in 
Connecticut 

Fannie Bryant, 34, wife, born in Connecticut. Disabled with nervous fever, 
Parents born in Connecticut 

Mary Fatherley, 28, nurse 

Charles I. Kane, 61, boarder, retried manufacturer, born in New York, 
father born in Pennsylvania, mother born in New York (i.e. father of Harry 
H. Kane) 

Lucy E. Kane, 56, boarder, born in Vermont, parents born in New York 
(i.e. mother of Harry H. Kane) 

William Jenkins, servant 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist and mimic, London Theatre, Bowery, Jan 1880 (Odell 
11, p. 130). 

Harry Bryant, Hyde and Behman’s, early autumn, 1880 (Odell 11, p. 396). 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, Nov 1880 (Odell 11, p. 
341).  

Harry Bryant, 28 Feb-5 Mar 1881, London Theatre, New York (Odell 11, p. 343).  

Harry Bryant, Hyde and Behman’s, Brooklyn, Sep 1881 (Odell 11, p. 615). 

Harry Bryant, London Theatre, New York, Oct 1881 (Odell 11, p. 555). 

Harry Bryant, London Theatre, New York, Mar 1882 (Odell 11, p. 558). 

Harry Bryant, Steck Hall, New York, 20 Apr 1882 (Odell 11, p. 598). 

Harry Bryant, Cosmopolitan Theatre (late Aquarium), 24 Apr 1882 (Odell 11, p. 
541).  

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Bunnell’s Museum, NewYork, 7 Mar 1883 (Odell 12, 
p. 180).  

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Union Tabernacle, 35th St., between Broadway and 
Seventh Avenue, 29 May 1883 (Odell 12, p. 155).  

Bryant, ventriloquist, Faith Mission, Withers Street, 21 Dec 1884 (Odell 12, p. 
602).  
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Harry Bryant, Koster and Bial’s, New York, Dec 1887 (Odell 13, p. 536).  

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Gaiety and Bijou, New York (NYC, 30 Sep 1893, p. 
482). 

Harry Bryant, Proctor’s Theatre, New York (NYC, 11 Nov 1893, p. 578). 

Harry Bryant, Austin & Stone’s Museum, Boston, (NYC, 6 Jan 1894, p. 705).  

Harry Bryant, Worth’s Museum, New York (NYC, 10 Mar 1894, p. 5). 

Harry Bryant in the olio, Lyceum Theatre, Philadelphia (NYC, 9 Jun 1894, p. 
213). Which Harry Bryant? Also 23 June 1894, p. 243.  

Bryant, Harry C. It is sometimes difficult to distinguish the ventriloquist Harry Bryant 
from another Harry Bryant, who was a performer and theater manager; for several years, 
he was a member of Miaco's City Club Co.  He is sometimes referred to as Harry C. 
Bryant. According to his biography, published in New York Clipper, 14 Sep 1895, p. 1, 
he was born 25 July 1857 in Philadelphia. The ventriloquist was born c. 1845 in 
Connecticut.  According to the Clipper, 23 Nov 1895, p. 598, Harry C. Bryant was called 
to Cleveland 13 Nov due to the death of his father, Caleb Carpenter; Mrs. Carpenter had 
died the year before.  

Bryant, Harry T. Harry T. Bryant, humorist, came forth, on 18 Nov 1879, at the 
Presbyterian Church, Greenpoint (Odell 11, p. 207).  

Bryant, Henry J. Henry J. Bryant, Boston humorist and ventriloquist, was at the Bedford 
Avenue Reformed Church on 19 Feb1879 (Odell 10, p. 761).  

Bryant, Henry T. 

Professor Henry T. Bryant, ventriloquist and humorist, 29 Apr 1880, Presbyterian 
Church, Greenpoint (Odell 11, p.209).  

Henry T. Bryant, ventriloquist, 23 Feb and 7 Mar 1881, Reformed Church School 
Room, Astoria (Odell 11, p. 425).  

Henry T. Bryant, ventriloquist, Manhattan Athletic Club, 12 Nov 1887 (NYT, 13 
Nov 1887, p. 16). 

Bruns, Prof., ventriloquist. Wonderland Museum, Milwaukee, Wisconsin (NYC, 13 Jan 
1894, p. 723). 

Buckey or Buckley, Dr. E.L. Toured with an “educational entertainment” for school 
children, which included ventriloquism and other acts. In Davenport, “the doctor gave an 
exhibition of ventriloquism,” while in Rockford, Ill., the ventriloquist was Prof. Gillespie. 
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Most of the reviews were favorable, but the Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette said that 2000 
children were exposed to “slang and vulgarity” in a performance “palmed off on the 
schools as an educational affair,” and added that at a performance in New York the 
children, “enraged over being swindled out of five cents apiece,” destroyed the interior of 
the hall. (Hamilton Daily Republican (Hamilton, Ohio), 13 Jan 1895, p. 3; New York 
Clipper, 2 Feb 1895, p. 767; Davenport Daily Leader (Davenport, Iowa), 8 May 1895, p. 
7; Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette (Cedar Rapids, Iowa), 22 May 1895, p. 4; Waterloo 
Daily Courier (Waterloo, Iowa), 23 May 1895, p. 8) 

Burchard, Harry, ventriloquist 

First appearance of Harry Burchard, ventriloquist, at Charley White’s, New York, 
22 Oct 1866 (Odell 8, p. 223).  

Harry Burchard, ventriloquist, amused during the week of 3 June 1867, Fifth 
Avenue Opera House, New York (Odell 8, p. 219). Griffiin & Christy’s Minstrels, 
Fifth Avenue Opera House: First appearance of Mr. Harry Burchard, the great 
ventriloquist and comic imitator (NYT, 5, 7, 6, 8, 14 June 1894, p. 7).  

Burt, ventriloquist. Huber’s Palace Museum, New York, 5-10 Sep 1892 (Odell 15,  p. 
436). See Burt Queen.  

Callahan, George W., 1862-1894. Callahan published several books on ventriloquism—
WorldCat lists ten of them, which may be mostly different versions of the same book. Also, an 
article by Callahan, “Ventriloquism and How to Acquire This Amusing Art,” was published at the 
end of Frederic Maccabe’s Art of Ventriloquism and Vocal Illusions (New York: De Witt, 1875). 
An eBook version of this, Secrets of Ventriloquism and Vocal Illusions, in which Callahan’s 
contribution is put in front of Maccabe’s, is available at low cost from 8bitDownload.com (I am 
indebted to Lee Dean, who considers Callahan to have been the most influential early American 
ventriloquist, for this information.)  

George W. Callahan, ventriloquist, National Theatre, Bowery, New York, Jul 
1880 (Odell 11, p. 128)  

George W. Callahan, ventriloquist, Aberle’s New Theatre, New York, 4-9 Apr 
1881 (Odell 11, p. 322).  

Callahan, ventriloquist, Bunnell’s Museum, Brooklyn, Jan 1883 (Odell 12, p.179) 

On May 18, 1884, Callahan married Delina Rose, a bearded woman. (“Deaths in 
the Profession” NYC, 24 Nov 1894, p. 607). N.B. in Sep 1894, Rosa Callahan, 
bearded lady, was on the bill at Huber's, New York. 
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A double-sided handbill for Hagar, Campbell and Co.’s Dime Museum, 
Philadelphia, [c. 1885]. 5” x 12 1/4”; small tear to one lower corner (blank); 
central horizontal fold. $90 Hagar and Campbell purchased Wood’s Museum in 
1883 and transformed it into a more Barnumesque institution. This bill advertises 
the Wonder Hall, Novelty Palace, the third-floor Curio Conservatory (with 
Barnum’s Todas Indians, “descendants of the Lost Children of Israel”; Barnum’s 
Afghan Warrior’s and Andaman Islanders; “first appearance of Miss Pocohontas, 
of lineal descent of Pocohontas of historic fame”; Charles Tripp; and Beck’s 
London Punch and Judy. On the stage were seen Mrs. Tom Thumb in mid-air 
living statues and the ventriloquist Callahan. (Dramatis Personae Catalogue 95, 
2008) 
 
A four-page program for Austin and Stone’s Dime Museum, Boston, 19 October, 
1885. Folio; one central vertical and three horizontal creases; some fraying to 
edges and ends of creases. $45.The program featured a variety of vaudeville acts, 
the ventriloquist George W. Callahan, and the Russian boneless wonder (“human 
python!!!”) Cheltra (dramatis Personae catalogue 96, 2008) 
 
George W. Callahan, ventriloquist, 29 Mar-3 Apr 1886, National Theatre, New 
York (Odell 13, p. 91). 
 
G.W. Callahan, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 30 May-2 Jul 1887 (Odell 13, p. 328). 

George W. Callahan, ventriloquist, died Nov. 16 at his home in this city, after a 
long illness. The deceased was born Feb. 13, 1862, in this city. On May 18, 1884, 
he married Delina Rose, a bearded woman. The remains were interred in the 
family plot at Calvary Cemetery. (“Deaths in the Profession” NYC, 24 Nov 1894, 
p. 607).  

George W. Callahan, age 32, died 16 Nov 1894; death certificate number 
36882 (Ancestry.com. New York City Deaths, 1892-1902 [database on-
line]. Provo, UT, USA: The Generations Network, Inc., 2003. Original data: 
New York Department of Health. Deaths reported in the city of New York, 
1888-1965. New York, USA: Department of Health). 

 

Campbell, James. James Campbell Robinson (1833-1903), known professionally as James 
Campbell, was a ventriloquist, hypnotist, actor, character impersonator, dialect singer, magician, 
Punch and Judy showman, song writer, and theater manager. Mentioned frequently in Odell and 
Clipper. He was the father of the magician William Ellsworth Robinson (“Chung Ling Soo”). See 
Steinmeyer, Glorious Deception, 2005. 

Carleton, W. Carleton, who appeared in several New York theaters in 1871, is identified 
in the index of Odell 9 as a juggler. In his photograph in Odell 9 he is exhibiting what 
appears to be a Señor Wences type fist puppet. 
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Carroll, Clever 

Clever Carroll, Doris’ Harlem Museum, New York, 9-14 Feb 1891 (Odell 14, p. 
690). 

Clever Carroll, Grand Museum, New York, 23-28 Feb 1891 (Odell 14, p. 680). 

Clever Carroll, ventriloquist, Worth’s (Family) Museum, New York, 2-7 Mar 
1891 (Odell 14, p. 675). 

Clever Carroll, White’s London Dime Museum, Chicago (NYC, 16 Dec 1893, p. 
655). 

Clever Carroll, Kickapoo Indian Medicine Co., No. 41. (NYC, 1 Sep 1894, p. 
403).  

Clever Carroll, Wonderland Musée and Theatre, Des Moines, IO, 1 Oct 1894 
(NYC, 6 Oct 1894, p. 493).   

Clever Carroll, magician, Wonderland Musée, St. Louis, MO (NYC, 23 Mar 
1895, p. 37).  

""Wanted, for the Rialto Pavilion (Under Canvas), A First Class 
VENTRILOQUIST  that does Magic; must have a good outfit and the ability to 
handle it. Permanent location and long season to the right party. Season opens 
May 4. Would like to hear from CLEVER CARROLL, PROF. REILLY, Electric 
Tattooer, and WHITIE, property man with New Syndicate Shows last season. 
Other useful people write. Small Priviviles [sic] to rent. RIALTO, 638 Owen St., 
Philadelphia, Pa." (NYC, 21 Mar 1896, p. 46) 

Dr. George P. Wood writes that they are playing in the suburbs of Chicago with a 
large business. Roster includes Clever Carroll, ventriloquist (NYC, 23 May 1896, 
p. 184) 

Carroll, ventriloquist, White's London Museum, Chicago, this week (NYC, 13 Jun 
1896): Clever Carroll? 

Clever Carroll, ventriloquist, Kohl & Middleton's Globe Museum, Chicago 
(NYC, 14 Nov 1896, p. 590) 

Carroll, J.C.  

J.C. Carroll, ventriloquist, National Museum, 19 Jan 1879 (Odell 10, p. 662). 

Prof. J.C. Carroll, ventriloquist, “with life sized speaking figures and seven 
distinct voices,” Volksgarten, 23-28 Jun 1879 (Odell 10, p. 657). More in index? 
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Carroll, Prof. Professor Carroll, ventriloquist, The Comique, Williamsburg, 3 Mar 1879 
(Odell 10, p. 755)  

Carson, Thomas, ventriloquist. The Western Club will open their Society Circus in 
Detroit, Mich., Aug. 12, under canvas, with a seating capacity of four thousand. Theroster 
included Prof. Thomas Carson, ventriloquist. (NYC, 17  Aug 1895, p. 374) 

Case, F. J. "At liberty--Magician, Punch and Ventriloquist. Good apparatus, costumes 
and stage settings. Sober and reliable. Permanent museum situation preferred. Prof. F.J. 
Case, Lock Box H, Jamestown, N.Y. (NYC, 30 Nov 1895, p. 624) 

Chalet, William Francis. William Francis Chalet used Black and White standing and 
seated figures of adults and children (Burns 115). 

Chalet, “the world’s wonder,” Tony Pastor’s, New York, 8-13 Aug 1881 (Odell 
11, p. 318). 

Chalet, 26 Sep 1881, Metropolitan Museum (late Tony Pastor’s), New York 
(Odell 11, p. 534).  

Chalet, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman’s, New York, 3-8 Oct 1881 (Odell 11, p. 
616). 

Chalet, Metropolitan Theatre, New York, 21 Nov 1881 (Odell 11, p. 535). 

Chalet, London Theatre, New York, 26 Jun-8 Jul 1882 (Odell 11, p. 560).  

Charles, L. 

L. Charles, ventriloquist, Washington Hall, New York, 13-15 Sep 1819. In the 
Post of 2 Sep, says he “has received the applause of almost every court in 
Europe,” and has arrived in NY from Dublin. At Washington Hall, called himself 
“Professor of Mechanical Games and Philosophical Recreations to His Majesty, 
the King of Prussia.” Continued until yellow fever closed all amusements. Was at 
City Hotel, 4, 11, and 18 Nov 1819, which was his last night, according to the 
Columbian (Odell 2, p. 565). 

Charles, Washington Hall, New York, 3 and 4 July 1820 (Odell 2, p. 572). Also 
1-4 November (Odell 2, p. 1820).  

Mr. Charles: French ventriloquist and magician billed as “Professor of 
Mechanical Sciences to the King of Prussia.” 1821 seen by Harrington at the 
Washington Gardens Amphitheatre in Boston (Burns  101-103: Includes portrait 
and playbills) 
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Charles, Prof., magician and ventrilioquist. Bob Hunting’s Circus; and Menagerie 
(NYC, 2 Jun 1894, p. 195). 

Christie, Martine, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 5-10 Mar 1877 (Odell 10, 
p. 284).  

Clare, Johnson. Had a “tough kid,” which he called Squire (Laurie, p. 114). 

Claxton 

Prof. Claxton's. Austin, Pa., 10 Oct 1894; Ridgeway, 11 Oct; Reynoldsville, 12 
Oct; Bethlehem, 13 Oct.(NYC, 13 Oct 1894, p. 505).   

 

 

 NYC, 27 Oct 1894, p. 546 

 

Prof. Claxton’s, Newberry, Canada, 12, 13 Dec 1894; Oil Springs, 14, 15 (NYC, 
15 Dec 1894, p. 650).  

At liberty, the great Claxton. Magician, juggler, ventriloquist, and mesmerist. 
Open for anything. Special 3 sheet pictorial. Address 551 West 44th Street, New 
York City. (NYC, 13 Apr 1895, p. 92) 

 

NYC, 26 Sep 1896, p. 477 

 

Claxton, George H., magician and ventriloquist. Kickapoo Medicine Co., No. 35, under 
the management of Prof. Alfred Bailey, lecturer and tooth extractor (NYC, 5 Jan 1895, p. 
707) 
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Claxton, Thomas 

Thomas Claxton, manager of Bertholdi, with the Howard Athenaeum Company, 
has been booked at leading variety halls, to produce his ventriloquial act. It has 
been successful in England (NYC, 1 Jul 1893, p. 265). 

Thomas Claxton opened in his ventriloquial act at Shea’s Music Hall, Buffalo, 
last week with much success. He will play Keith’s Boston and Philadelphia 
houses and then Pastor’s at Holyoke, Mass (NYC, 5 Aug 1893, p. 349). 

Ena Bertoldi  will sail for Sept. 19 for America, fom England, to fill engagements 
over the Proctor and Keith circuits….Miss Bertoldi is under contract with Thomas 
Claxton until June, 1898. Mr. Claxton will visit this country next Spring." (NYC, 
12 Sep 1896, p. 438) 

Clement, W.H. Had the biggest walking figure act; he had a soldier and nurse outfit with 
a baby in a carriage (Laurie, p. 114) 

Clifton, Howard, ventriloquist and vocalist, Kickapoo Indian Medicine Co., No. 36. We 
have been in Portland, Me., for fourteen weeks and have five more to stay. (NYC, 27 Juk 
1895, p. 323) 

Clinton. Surf Hotel, Fire Island, 23 Aug 1875. The entertainment commenced with an 
exhibition of ventriloquism by Mr. Clinton, an amateur ventriloquist of great talent, 
whose clever handling of a droll manikin, which he was pleased to call Mrs. Fitzmorris, 
was exceedingly amusing, especially to the youthful members of the audience (NYT, 24 
Aug 1875, p. 4).  

Colby, Charles 

Trenton, New Jersey, Hospital Fair, 18 Mar 1893, included Charles Colby, the 
warbling ventriloquist, and Prof. Jackson's Punch and Judy ("Trenton City 
Hospital Fair." Trenton Times [Trenton, New Jersey], 17 Mar 1893, p. 4) 

Colby, Charles E., pantaloon and ventriloquist. Bates Brothers Humpty Dumpty 
Co. 1 (NYC, 10 Nov 1894, p. 575).  

Colby and Moy. Were the first to introduce a dancing doll in a vent act (Laurie, p. 115) 

 

Cole, Lieut. Walter. Worked with a group of figures called “Merry Folks.” (Laurie, p. 
114) 



29 
 

29 
 

Colestock, Clarence, vocalist and ventriloquist, Adell's New London Mystery and 
Novelty Co. (NYC, 3 Aug 1895, p. 343.  

Comacho, A.C. Amateur entertainment by Williamsburg Athletic Club, Brooklyn 
Academy of Music. Mr. A.C. Comacho distinguished himself in a series of funny 
impersonations of various characters, and by his ventriloquism (“Clever Amateur 
Minstrels,” NYT, 14 Dec 1884, p. 2). 

Conlon, Alfred Sanford.  

Beveridges' Montana Wildest West: This attraction was launched at Joliet, May 4, 
and has caused comments from wise people, who, notwithstanding their vain 
prophecies, have been sadly mistaken [….] Roster included Prof. and Mrs. A.S. 
Conlon, in magic, ventriloquial work, mind reading and Punch and Judy. (NYC, 
15 Jun 1895, p. 227).  

"A.S. Conlon informs us that, since the closing of the Beveridge Wild West he 
has, in conjunction with his wife, been playing the Indiana fairs, giving their act, 
consisting of mind reading, magic, ventriloquism and Punch and Judy. They are 
now playing school entertainments in Kentucky." (Clipper, 16 Nov 1895, p. 585) 

"Punch and Judy and ventriloquial figures constantly for sale by A.S. Conlon, 
Bossdale, Ky. Send two 2c stamps for list." (Clipper, 16 Nov 1895, p. 593) 

Cooper, John Walcott. 

 Born 1873 of African descent. One of the most acclaimed performers of the 
minstrel circuit (Burns 108-117). John W. Cooper was the first Negro vent 
(Laurie, p. 114). His act was called “Fun in a Barber Shop.” There was a 
manicurist, a Negro head in the towel box and when a towel\ was thrown in the 
head would pop out, man in chair getting shaved, newsboy standing with papers 
in hand, customer reading newspaper while waiting to be shaved, and a parrot on 
a perch. Real novel and real good (Laurie, pp. 114-115) 

“The South Carolina Jubilee Singers opened Sept.17, at Goshen, N.Y. Madam 
Morris, pianist and organist; Elmore Thomas, tenor; Prof. G.A. Morris, musical 
director; Prof. John Cooper, the ventriloquist; W.W. Handley, advance agent.” 
(NYC, 10 Oct 1 896, p. 503)  

Coram, with his Jerry, a crying doll, was one of the best (Laurie, p. 113) 

Crane Brothers. Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York. One of the attractions was the Crane 
Brothers, the Mud Town Rubes, whose two stuffed dummies and their own outlandish 
makeups made them favorites from the start. They are very clever dancers and fairly 
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carried the house by storm, their comical walk causing roars of laughter (NYC 4 Nov 
1893, p. 562). Ventriloquism?  

Cristo 

"PROF. CRISTO, ventriloquist, conjurer and monologuist, died Dec 6, at London, 
Eng., aged fifty-two years." (NYC 31 Dec 1892, p, 698) 

Crosby, O.M.  O.M. Crosby, magician and ventriloquist, Wells' Wonderland and 
Museum and Vaudeville Show. "We have a good band of eight pieces, and we travel in 
our own special car." (NYC, 30 Nov 1895, p. 613) 

Dale, Frank, ventriloquist. Dr. Hill's Pawanee [sic] Indian Medicine Co., opening for the 
summer season under canvas at Hyndman, Pa, 16 Apr 1895 (NYC, 20 Apr 1895, p. 103).  

Davenport, Prof. Prof. Davenport, ventriloquist and mesmerist, Cherokee Indian 
Medicine Co., No.  9 (NYC, 4 Jan 1896, p. 697) 

Davies, Alex. Portrait of Davies with his black figures, 1890 (Vox 63; Albano 2008, p. 
29).  

Davies, E. D.  
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E. D.  Davies (Vox 1981, p. 159)Davies, E. D. General Information 

E.D. Davies: an Irish ventriloquist who built himself a reputation in America (Steven Connor, 
Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism [Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000], p. 316) 

The pioneer of ventriloquy in the music halls was E. D. Davies Valentine Vox, "I Can See Your Lips 
Moving: The History and Art of Ventriloquism [Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey: Kaye & Wood Ltd, 
1981], p. 71) 

In 1875, Frederick Maccabe, after witnessing a performance by E.D. Davies with his two knee 
figures 'Tommy and Joe', wrote, 'May he find many imitators, so that when, in the course of 
time, he must shuffle off this mortal coil, the little fairy dolls will live on to make millions merry 
among generations unborn'. (Valentine Vox, "I Can See Your Lips Moving: The History and Art of 
Ventriloquism [Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey: Kaye & Wood Ltd, 1981], p. 137) 

 

Davies, E. D. Family 

Mrs. E.D. Davies, wife of the well known ventriloquist, died 7 Aug 1894 at her house in Adelaide, 
South Australia. The deceased was seventy years of age. A number of years ago she 
accompanied her husband in tour of the globe in his professional calling. (New York Clipper, 20 
Oct 1894, p. 522) 

c. 1894, at St. Paul’s Church, Adelaide, he married the daughter of Mr. George Oughton, once 
well known in Adelaide musical circles. (“The Late Mr. E. D. Davis,” The Barrier Miner (Broken 
Hill, NSW), 22 Apr 1896, p. 3). 

He married three times according to Australian papers, twice in the Southern Hemisphere (and I 
think once in England or America where he had a daughter) (Personal correspondence from 
Allister Hardiman, Melbourne, Australia, 18 July 2010)  

Daughter Eva Norah Davies, pianist—performed with him in Australia and New Zealand.  

 

Davies, E. D. Birthplace 

 Davies: one of the Englishmen who came over after the war (PTA, p. 132) 

 

“E.D. Davies was born I believe in Ireland as the earliest reference to him in the ERA is as an 
"Irish Singer" then in a minor role as an actor and then he suddenly is a ventriloquist. (Personal 
correspondence from Allister Hardiman, Melbourne, Australia, 18 July 2010) 
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Born in Ireland, 1836 (Vox 71).  

Born in Ireland (Albano 2008, p. 19) 

 E.D. Davies, an Irish ventriloquist who had built himself a reputation in America (Connor, 
Dumbstruck, 2000, p. 316) 

E.D. Davies, London ventriloquist, St. James Theatre, New York, 23 Oct 1871 (Odell 9, p.194). 

Born in Cheshire in 1820 (“The Late Mr. E. D. Davis,” The Barrier Miner (Broken Hill, NSW), 22 
Apr 1896, p. 3).  

 

 

E. D. Davies 

Odell 9, p. 112 
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Davies, E. D. 

Chronology 

Born in Cheshire in 1820 (“The Late Mr. E. D. Davis,” The Barrier Miner (Broken Hill, NSW), 22 
Apr 1896, p. 3).  

Born in Ireland in 1836 (Valentine Vox, "I Can See Your Lips Moving: The History and Art of 
Ventriloquism [Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey: Kaye & Wood Ltd, 1981], p. 71) 

At fifteen he made his stage debut at the Queens Theatre, Dublin, appearing as a comedian-
ventriloquist and billed as 'the Dublin boy'. (Valentine Vox, "I Can See Your Lips Moving: The 
History and Art of Ventriloquism [Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey: Kaye & Wood Ltd, 1981], p. 71) 

A few years later he introduced a new entertainment entitled, 'The Anecdotes and Adventures 
of the Funniest of Funny Folks', in which he used two fully-dressed knee figures, Tommy and 
Joey. Davies would sit these mouth-moving dolls on his knees and not only cause them to speak 
but also sing 'in a manner rivalling the celebrated songsters of the day'. His entertainment was 
further embellished by jigs, songs and distant voice technique as he spoke to imaginary persons 
behind the curtain, upstairs and inside a box. (Valentine Vox, "I Can See Your Lips Moving: The 
History and Art of Ventriloquism [Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey: Kaye & Wood Ltd, 1981], p. 71) 

1866 

E.D. Davis: Ventriloquist who performed with various puppets in the mid-XIX, most notably in 
the [third act of] the Black Crook extravaganza in 1866 (Cullen, Frank, et al. Vaudeville Old and 
New: An Encyclopedia of Variety Performers in America [New York: Routledge, 2007], p. 295).  

1870 

E. D. Davies (the Great Ventriloquist), Sun Music Hall, Knightsbridge (London) (The 
Era, 17 Jul 1870) 

1871 

Union Square Theatre, NY, 1 Jan 1871. E.D. Davies, “premier ventriloquist of the world.” Also 19 
Feb (Odell 9, p. 202) 

E.D. Davies, St. James Theatre, New York. Odell 9, p. 194. E.D. Davies, London ventriloquist, St. 
James Theatre, New York, 23 Oct 1871. E.D. Davies, with his frauds, Tom and Joe, 30 Oct 1871. 

E.D. Davies, Union Square Theatre, New York. Odell 9, p. 202. Union Square Theatre, NY, 1 Jan 
1871. E.D. Davies, “premier ventriloquist of the world.” Also 19 Feb (Odell 9, p. 202) 

1872 
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"Union-Square Theatre." The New York Times, 1, 2, 3, 5 Jan, 21, 23, 25 Feb 1872, p. 7. Ads for 
Union-Square Theatre, New York, 1872. Incl "the great ventriloquist" E.D. Davis.  

E.D. Davies, Hooley's, New York. Odell 9, p. 226.  E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, Hooley's, New York 
29 Jul 1872 

Round the Clock, Niblo’s. Show in the tradition of  Black Crook. Included  E.D. Davies and 
acrobats. Opened 30 Nov 1872 (Bordman, American Musical Theatre, pp. 34-35) 

1873 

 

In 1873, Davies published a guide to ventriloquism which played on the success of Cockton’s 

story, Valentine Vox, Resuscitated [New York: A.J. Fisher, 1873] (Steven Connor, Dumbstruck: A 

Cultural History of Ventriloquism [Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000], p. 316) 

E.D. Davies, Lyceum, Brooklyn, 1873. Odell 9, p. 359. E.D. Davies, Lyceum. Brooklyn, 14 Feb 
1873.   

E.D. Davies, Niblo's Garden, Mar 1873. Odell 9, pp. 275-276. Niblo's Garden, New York, 10 Mar 
1873: Davies, the ventriloquist, "voiced" several kinds of emotion. 20 Mar 1873; E.D. Davies had 
a benefit at which appeared many minstrels and variety performers.  

 "Disgraceful Conduct of a Third-Avenue Car-Driver." The New York Times, 1 Mar 1873, p. 8. E.D. 
Davies. “With Barney Meserole, another well-known actor, Mr. Davies, at 12:50 o’clock, got on 
the front platform of car No. 117 of the Third-avenue line. Both the rear platform and the inside 
of the car was [sic] crowded, and the snow blowing into his face. Mr. Davies opened out his 
umbrella. One of the two drivers on the car said: ‘---- ---- your soul, shut that up.’ Before Mr. 
Davies could close his umbrella, the other driver threw him off the front platform of the car. Mr. 
Davies’ left wrist was sprained, his face bruised, and, falling into a snow-bank, he lost a valuable 
diamond pin presented to him by the company of the London Alhambra. Mr. Davies will 
institute proceedings against the railway company, and the preliminary papers will be served to-
day. A number of citizens who were standing at the corner of Thirteenth-street, and who 
witnessed the brutal assault, have signified their intention of appearing and giving testimony.”   

"Home Notes." The New York Times, 20 Apr 1873, p. 1. The San Francisco papers of March 8 
1873 mention the appearance of J.W. Davies [sic], the ventriloquist, in that city, as having been 
remarkably successful. The Metropolitan Theatre was crowded, and Mr. Davies was recalled 
time and again after the amusing performance he has so often supplied in New York. San 
Francisco, California.  

E.D. Davies, Niblo's Garden, Aug 1873. Odell 9, p. 406. E.D. Davies, ventriloquist,. Niblo's Garden, 
New York, 18 Aug 1873.   
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Ads for Niblo's Garden, The New York Times, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 Sep 1873, all p. 7. Also 13-25 Sep 1873; 
14, 16, 20 Oct 1873.  

E.D. Davies, premier ventriloquist of the world, at Niblo's Garden, New York, 1873 (New York 
Times, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 25 Sep 1973) 

 E.D. Davies, Theatre Comique, New York, Nov 1873, Odell 9, p, 464. 

 E.D. Davies, Theatre Comique, New York, 3 Nov 1873 Born in Ireland in 1836 (Valentine Vox, "I 
Can See Your Lips Moving: The History and Art of Ventriloquism [Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey: 
Kaye & Wood Ltd, 1981], p. 71) 

"Home Gossip." The New York Times, 9 Nov 1873, p. 5. E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, performed for 
inmates of Charity Hospital, 1873. New York. (Odell 9, p. 464) 

E.D. Davies, Academy of Music, New York Nov 1873. E.D. Davies, benefit for Roman Catholic 
Orphan Asylum, Academy of Music, 13 Nov 1873.   

1874 

“Valentine Vox Resuscitated by E.D. Davies, the Premier Ventriloquist of the World.” New York 
Clipper, 3 Jan 1874, p. 814) "Tony Pastor, with His Traveling Company for 1874, will start 
Monday, April 6. Visiting all the principal cities of the East, West, North and South. E.D. Davies 
(The Original), the Premier Ventriloquist of the World, has been engaged at an enormous salary. 
[….] Valentine Vox  Resuscitated by E.D. Davies, the Premier Ventriloquist of the World" is his 
original entertainment entitled Anecdotes and Adventures of the Funniest of Funny Folks. Now 
performing with his usual success at Trimble's Varieties, Pittsburgh." [long ad with quotes from 
Pittsburg papers].  

"Valentine Vox Resuscitated by E.D. Davies, The Premier Ventriloquist of the World. In his 
original entertainment entitled Anecdotes and Adventures of the Funniest of Funny Folks. Now 
performing at Ford's Grand Opera-house, Washington." (New York Clipper, 10 Jan 1874, p. 828) 

 

Valentine Vox Resuscitated by E.D. Davies." New York Clipper, 17 Jan 1874, p. 881. "Valentine 
Vox Resuscitated by E.D. Davies, The Premier Ventriloquist of the World. Metropolitan Theatre, 
Broadway, New York."  

E.D. Davies, Metropolitan Theatre, 585 Broadway, New York. Odell 9, p. 468. E.D. Davies, the 
ventriloquist, Metropolitan Theatre, 585 Broadway, New York. Jan and Feb 1874.   

E.D. Davies, Olympic Theatre, New York, Feb 1874. Odell 1874, p. 498. E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, 
Olympic Theatre, New York, 16 Feb 1874. Odell 1874, p. 498.   
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E.D. Davies, Niblo's Garden, Mar 1874. New York Times, 30 Mar 1874, p. 7. First week of E.D. 
Davies, the greatest known ventriloquist, Niblo's Garden, New York. Mar 1874.   

 

1875 

Review of a performance by E.D. Davies at White's Rooms, Adelaide, 26 June 1875. Piano 
overture by Miss Eva Norah Davies. Acrobats. Barry O'Neil sang songs in character. Davies: 
extraordinary powers as ventriloquist. Dummies Tom and Joe held on his knees. Continuous 
laughter. Colloquy conducted in the dialect of Ireland, Yorkshire, also Hans Breitmann's English. 
Dummies sang in loud voices. No vulgarity. Also life-size figures of an old Dutchman and his wife, 
speaking in broken English. More piano playing by Miss Davies. Dr. Lynch's latest optical illusion, 
"the Enchanted Canopy." ("Mr. E.D. Davies, the Ventriloquist." South Australian Register 
(Adelaide), 28 Jun 1875, p. 6.) 

WHITE’S ROOMS. Immense Success. Enthusiastic Reception. E.D.DAVIES. PREMIER 
VENTRILOQUIST OF THE WORLD, FROM THE ROYAL POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTION, LONDON. HALL 
NIGHTLY CROWDED, To witness the MOST RECHERCHE EVENING’S ENTERTAINMENT That ever 
visited Adelaide, THIS EVENING (Friday), July 2, 1875. E.D. DAVIES, in his great Specialty, entitled 
ANECDOTES AND ADVENTURES of THE FUNNIEST OF FUNNY FOLKS, Assisted by his Daughter, 
MISS E.N. DAVIES, BROTHERS DU VILLE, And Dr. LYNCH’S ENCHANTED CANOPY. South Australian 
Register (Adelaide), 2 Jul 1875, p. 1) 

MASONIC HALL, OAMARU [New Zealand]. TO-NIGHT! TO-NIGHT! VENTRILOQUISM! 
Ventriloquism! E.D. DAVIES! Miss Nora Davies! And Company. THREE NIGHTS ONLY! TUESDAY, 
WEDNESDAY, & THURSDAY. September 28, 29, 30. Two Hours with E.D. DAVIES, Premier 
Ventriloquist of the World. Assisted by MISS EVA NORAH DAVIES, Solo Pianiste; and a Talented 
Company. (North Otago Times [New Zealand], 28 Sep 1875, p. 3)  

1876 

The Davenports—On New Year’s night the Davenport Brothers, Professor Fay, and Mr. E.D. 
Davies will appear at the Town Hall for the first time in Hobart Toen. Miss Eva Davies will be the 
pianist. A telegram from Launceston informs us that though it was raining very hard on Tuesday 
evening, the company had a crowded house, so that they must have taken ewll at the north. 
(The Mercury (Hobart, Australia), 28 Dec 1876, p. 2)  

1877 

Queen’s Theatre, York-street. HEGARTY’S NEW VARIETY SEASON commences TO-MORROW 
EVENING, Saturday, June 30th, when the following talented artistes will appear:--E.D. DAVIES. 
E.D. Davies, Premier Ventriloquist of the World. What! E.D, Davies who appeared at this Palace 
of Novelties, eighteen months’ ago, at a salary of $100 per week? Yes. How glad every one will 
be to see their old favourite back again. E.D. DAVIES, with his two boys Tom and Joe. How they 
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will talk about RUSH and TRICKETT during the evening. I told you, Joe, he’d win it. So you did 
Tom. He was Garden Honey’s man right through. (Sydney Morning Herald, 29 Jun 1877, p. 2) 

E.D. Davies, premier ventriloquist of the world, CAN BE ENGAGED for two or three weeks, 
previous to his departure for Niblo’s Theatre, New York. For terms, address E.D. Davies, Stott’s 
Hotel, Bourke street, Melbourne. (The Argus [Melbourne], 10 Dec 1977, p. 8) 

1878 

PORT AUGUSTA, November 4. Miss Firmin, with John Jack and Mr. E.D. Davies, performed in the 
Institute Hall on Friday and Saturday evenings, on each occasion to a crowded house. All the 
seats were taken beforehand. They perform this evening for the last time. (South Australian 
Advertiser (Adelaide), 5 Nov 1878, p. 1)  

1881 

Ventriloquism by E.D. Davies, Academy of Music, New York, 17 Mar 1881 (Odell 11, p. 518) 

E.D. Davies, "the world's premier ventriloquist," Tony Pastor's New Theatre, New York, 14 Nov 
1881 (Odell 11, p. 526).  

E.D. Davies, Miner's Eighth Avenue Theatre, 28 Nov-3 Dec 1881, 2-7 Jan 1882 (Odell 11, pp. 568-
569). 

 E. D. Davies, "premier ventriloquist of the world," Miner's Theatre, Bowery, Nov, Dec 1881 
(Odell 11, p. 561). 

1882 

 

 E.D. Davies, Aberle's New Theatre, Feb 1882 (Odell 11, p. 532). 

 E.D. Davies, Miner's Theatre, Bowery, Mar. 1882 (Odell 11, p. 564).  

E.D. Davies, Academy of Music, 14 Mar 1882 (Odell 11, p. 521). 

 E.D. Davies, "Premier ventriloquist of the world," Bijou Opera House, 3 Apr 1882 (Odelle 11, p. 
481). 

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, at the Bijou Opera House, New York, 1882.  He gave a humorous 
sketch which showed unusual ventriloquial powers. His rapid changes of dialect, humorous 
singing, and quaint remarks were greeted with laughter and applause, and he was recalled at 
the conclusion of his part. ("Herrmann at the Bijou." The New York Times, 4 Apr 1882, p. 4.) 

E.D. Davies, Thalia Theatre, 2 May 1882 (Odell 11, p. 498)  

E.D. Davies, Hyde and Behman's, 29 May-3 Jun 1882 (Odell 11, p. 618). 
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E.D. Davies, London Theatre, 19-24 Jun 1882 (Odell 11, p. 560).  

E.D. Davies, Niblo's Garden Theatre, 13-18 Nov 1882: ventriloquist (p. Odell 12, 48).  

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman's, 27 Nov-23 Dec 1882 (p. 176).  

E.D. Davies, Miner's Theatre, Bowery, Dec 1882 (Odell 12, p. 124).  

E.D. Davies, Grand Opera House, benefit for Elks lodge, 7 Dec 1882 (Odell 12, p. 51). 

Charity Benefit at Grand Opera House, New York, 7 Dec 1882. Included E.D. Davies, premier 
ventriloquist of the world, by permission of Mr. Harry Miner. (Ad for Grand Opera House. The 
New York Times, 7 Dec 1882, p.7) 

E.D. Davies, London Theatre, 18-23 Dec 1882 (Odell 12, p. 118).  

 

1883 

E.D. Davies, Miner's Theatre, Bowery, 2-7 Apr 1883 (Odell 12, p. 127). 

E.D. Davies, Miner's 8th Ave Theatre, Apr 1883 (Odell 12, p. 135) 

Humorous anecdote about E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, during trip to California with his wife.  
Pretended a doll was a real child and threw it into the water ("Miscellaneous." Cincinnati 
Enquirer; reprinted in Northern Times and Gazette (Darwin, Australia), 9 Jun 1883, p. 2)  

 

E.D. Davies, Hyde and Behman's, 25 Aug 1883 (Odell 12, p. 371).  

"E.D. Davies, Premier ventriloquist of the world," Koster and Bial's, from 3 Dec 1883 (Odell 12, p. 
306).  

E.D. Davies, Miner's Theatre, Bowery, 31 Dec 1883-5 Jan 1884 (Odell 12, p. 326). 

1884 

Milang. December 17. Mr. E.D. Davies, the well-known ventriloquist, gave an entertainment 
here tonight to a very appreciative audience, and spoke in very high terms if the institute. 
(South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide), 18 Dec 1884, p. 5)  

1885 

THEATRE ROYAL. E.D. DAVIES! E.D. DAVIES! The Great Ventriloquist. Received Nightly with 
Delight. (Brisbane Courier, 10 Aug 1885, p. 1)  
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1887 

LAUNCESTON. The manager of the exhibition has secured a great attraction in the person of Mr. 
E. D. Davies, a ventriloquist, both at home and in the colonies, who yesterday and to-day gave 
an exhibition of his powers, which proved very successful in bringing visitors to the building. 
(The Mercury [Hobart], 14 Feb 1887, p. 3) 

1894 

Tommy Hudson, of minstrel fame, commenced his career as a boy of seven, “the infant 
pedestal” at a benefit to E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, in England. This was forty-five years ago. 
Davies is now a broker, with his office not fifty yards from Hudson’s Bijou in Adelaide. (Star [New 
Zealand] , 6 Oct 1894, p. 2)   

Mrs. E.D. Davies, wife of the well known ventriloquist, died 7 Aug 1894 at her house in Adelaide, 
South Australia. The deceased was seventy years of age. A number of years ago she 
accompanied her husband in tour of the globe in his professional calling. (New York Clipper, 20 
Oct 1894, p. 522) 

c. 1894, at St. Paul’s Church, Adelaide, he married the daughter of Mr. George Oughton, once 

well known in Adelaide musical circles. (“The Late Mr. E. D. Davis,” The Barrier Miner (Broken 

Hill, NSW), 22 Apr 1896, p. 3). 

 

1896 

Esperance, Tuesday. “Mr. E.D. Davies, sharebroker and ventriloquist, well known in Adelaide as 

‘Teddy,’ suicide yesterday at the Pier Hotel by shooting himself with a revolver in the head while 

in bed.” (“Suicide of ‘Teddy’ Davies.” The Barrier Miner (Broken Hill, NSW), 22 Apr 1896, p. 1) 

“A West-Australian telegram in the late edition of yesterday's MINER reported the suicide of Mr. 

E.D, Davies at Esperance Bay. A farther message now received states that Mr. Davies arrived at 

Esperance about a fortnight ago. He was engaged on sharebroking business, and had 

instructions to look after a mine in which he was interested. He also intended to give a series of 

entertainments throughout the colony. He conducted an entertainment at Esperance on behalf 

of the local hospital last week, and it was a big success. Mr. Davies left for Norseman on 

Wednesday, but returned the same afternoon on foot, saying that he had had enough of the 

track.  On Monday morning he was observed to be in his usual spirits while at the Chronicle 
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office, and he spoke of the eulogistic remarks he would make about Esperance. As Mr. Davies 

did not appear at the dinner table at 2 o'clock, Mr. Symes, the landlord of the hotel, went to his 

room and found him in bed shot through the head. He had evidently undressed quietly and got 

into bed, where he deliberately committed the act. The revolver was found with the muzzle in 

his month, his thumb being on the trigger. Mrs. Davies, to whom he was married at St. Paul's 

Church, Adelaide, about two years ago, was expected to arrive on the following morning by the 

Steamer Halen Nicol, and both were to give another entertainment shortly. She is a daughter of 

Mr. George Oughton, once well known in Adelaide musical circles. . . . An excitable man, he was 

nevertheless widely popular; for his warm heart prompted countless kind actions, and so his sad 

death will be regretted by very many in all parts of the world.” (“The Late Mr. E. D. Davis,” The 

Barrier Miner (Broken Hill, NSW), 22 Apr 1896, p. 3).  

Esperance. April 23. The inquest on the body of Mr. E.D. Davies was held today. Mary Boland, a 

servant at the Pier Hotel, said she discovered the body. George Higinbotham, a boarder, heard a 

shot at 2 o’clock from the direction of Mr. Davies’s room, but did not make any inquiry. The 

deceased had been drinking heavily of late. George James Baining, of the Public Works 

Department, stated that he occupied the same room as Mr. Davies, who seemed queer, and 

witness noticed him on Saturday night rambling in his speech. He did not appear responsible for 

his actions. On Sunday night he appeared to be all right. Witness got a bottle of chlorodine for 

him and gave him 12 drops to relieve the pain he complained of. Mr. S.C. Tolly, solicitor, 

deposed that deceased told him on Monday morning that he was “as fit as a fiddle.” The 

deceased had been drinking, and witness advised him to keep right as his wife was coming to 

Esperance. Evidence was than given that the deceased bought a revolver at a store on Monday  

morning. Dr. Dennis proved that the cause of death was a bullet wound in the mouth. Death 

was instantaneous. The verdict was that the deceased shot himself while his mind was in an 

unsound state. ("Suicide of Mr. E.D. Davies." The Advertiser (Adelaide), 24 Apr 1896, p. 4). 
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"E.D. Davies, a ventriloquist, committed suicide by shooting April 20 in Australia. The deceased, 

who was about seventy-eight years of age, was well known in the United States a number of 

years ago. His wife survives him." ("Deaths in the Profession." New York Clipper, 6 Jun 1896, p. 

213) 
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Davies, J.W., ventriloquist. San Francisco papers of 8 March 1873 mention the 
appearance of J.W. Davis, ventriloquist. Metropolitan Theatre crowded, recalled Davies 
again and again. Amusing performance that he often gave in New York (NYT, 20 Apr 
1873, p. 1). 

Davis, Alexander. Prof. Davis was one of the creators of the mechanical walking and 
talking figures (Laurie, p. 114) 

Alexander Davis, ventriloquist, Wood’s Museum, New York, 5 Jan 1874 (Odell 
9, p. 412). Wood’s Museum. Positively one week only. Evening at 8, Afternoon at 
2. The renowned ventriloquist, Mr. Alex Davis (NYT, 6, 8, 12, 13, 14 Jan 1874, 
p. 7). 

The premier ventriloquist of the world, Alex. Davis. Wood’s Museum, New York. 
Evening at 8, Afternoon at 2 (NYT, 5 Apr 1874, p. 11).  

Professor Alexander Davis, Metropolitan Theatre, 585 Broadway, New York, 18 
May 1874 (Odell 9, p. 469). 

Alexander Davis, ventriloquist, Globe Theatre, 728 Broadway, New York, Aug 
1874 (Odell 9, p. 595). 

Professor Davis, Metropolitan Theatre, 585 Broadway, New York, 24 Aug 1874 
(Odell 9, p. 603). 

Alexander Davis, Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, week of 18 Jan 1875 (Odell 9, p. 
632). J 

Alexander Davis, ventriloquist, Harry Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 11-16 Oct 1880 
(Odell 11, p. 346).  

Alexander Davis, Novelty Theatre/Bowery Garden, New York, Apr 1881 (Odell 
11, p. 338). 

Professor Alexander Davis, ventriloquist, National Theatre, Bowery, week ending 
15 July 1882 (Odell 11, p. 554).   

Alexander Davis, magician, ventriloquist and humorist, Volksgarten (Volks 
Theate), New York, 16-21 Aug 1882 (Odell 12, p. 101). 

Prof. Alex Davis, Epstein’s Dime Museum, Chicago, this week (NYC, 1 Apr 
1893, p. 54).  
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Alex. Davis, the ventriloquist, has returned to New York after a six years’ 
absence. He has been with the Sells Brothers for the last three seasons, 
accompanying them to Australia. (NYC, 13 Jan 1894, p. 727).  

 

(NYC, 13 Jan 1894, p. 728) 

Wanted, partner to take half interest in Mirthful Mystery. Alex. Davis, the great 
wizard of the west and premier ventriloquist of the world. Alexander Davis—
Your stage setting is the most elaborate I have ever seen, and is fully in keeping 
with the high class character of your work. The tapestries of cardinal velvet, with 
their exquisite floral designs in handwork, have been the admiration of everyone, 
especially the ladies. Silas Bung, Address P.O. Box 27, Hawthorne, N.J. (NYC, 
27 Jan 1894m p. 761). 

Alex. Davis, The Great Wizard of the West, ventriloquist, vocalist and humorist, 
at liberty. Address 122 East Tenth Street, New York City (NYC, 7 Apr 1894, p. 
79). 

Prof. Davis a member of Billy Zehr’s Annex and Family Resort, now touring 
Illinois (NYC, 21 Apr 1894, p. 99). Alexander Davis? 

Prof. Davis at the New Wonderland, Norristown, Pennsylvania (NYC, 21 Apr 
1894, p. 99). Alexander Davis? 

Alex. Davis, Frank Hall’s Casino, Chicago (NYC, 19 May 1894, p. 163).  

Alex Davis, the ventriloquist and magician, who has been stopping here [St. Paul, 
Minnesota] some days, assisted at an entertainment, 10 Oct 1894, at the Meridian 
Lodge, No. 151, I.O.O.F. [Independent Order of Odd Fellows]. (NYC, 20 Oct 
1894, p. 520). 
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Prof. Davis, Barton’s New Theatre, Newport News, Va. (NYC, 13 Oct 1894, p. 
508; 27 Oct 1894, p. 537). Alexander Davis?  

Alex. Davis, U.S. Theatre (formerly the Empire), Chicago, week of 3 Feb 1895. 
NYC, 16 Feb 1895, p. 798) 

"Alex Davis, ventriloquist, and Edward [illegible], dancer, will present their 
'Mirthful Mystery,' and can be engaged." (NYC, 14 Dec 1895, p. 640) 

 

(Clipper, 25 Jan 1896, p. 750) 

Alex. Davis, magic and ventriloquist, The Great Wallace Shows, this season 
(NYC, 11 Apr 1896, p. 86) 

Alex. Davis, magic and ventriloquist, sideshow of the Great Wallace Shows 
(NYC. 11 Jul 1896, p. 293) 

 

(Clipper, 9 Jan 1897, p. 723) 

Davis, Alfred, ventriloquist. Dick Parker’s American Theatre, New York, 25-30 Apr 
1881 (Odell 11, p. 354).  

 De Bussey, Miss. Female. Had an act with soldier and boy figures (Laurie, p. 116) 



45 
 

45 
 

De Joe, J.K. J.K. De Joe, the ventriloquist, Heck and Avery's Museum, Cincinnati 
(NYC, 18 Apr 1896, p. 103) 

Dell, African 

African Dell, W.S. Cleveland's All United Minstrels and European Vaudevilles, 
Academy of Music, Buffalo, New York, 3-5 Aug 1893. English performer who 
gave "some fair ventriloquist impersonations and fine banjo imitations." (NYC, 
12 Aug 1893, p. 366) 

Dell, La, ventriloquist, Gem Theatre, Bridgeport, CT (NYC, 27 Oct 1894, p.537) 

D’Esta, Harry.  

Harry D’Esta, of D'Esta's Marionettes and Harry D'Esta's American Pantomime 
Company, was identified during appearances in Kingston, Jamaica, as “Harry 
D’Esta, Magician and Ventriloquist.” (The Gleaner [Kingston, Jamaica], 23 Feb 
1895, p. 2) 

Proctor's Pleasure Palace, New York, week of 2 Dec 1895. "The D'Estas 
entertained their audience with ventriloquism ….” (NYC, 7 Dec 1895, p. 632) 

Proctor’s Pleasure Palace, New York, week of 9 Dec 1895. “The D’Estas, 
ventriloquists, were popular holdovers.” (NYC, 14 Dec 12895, p. 648) 

Devere, Joe. "4 fine ventriloquist figures, $14; and marionette show complete, $20. Joe 
Devere, 412 West 29th St., New York City, Rear (NYC, 7 Dec 1895, p. 640) 

Devore, Charles, ventriloquist 

Charles Devore, ventriloquist, Flushing Opera House, New York, 16 Oct 1890 
(Odell 14, p. 776) 

Charles Devore, ventriloquist, Avon Hall, Williamsburgh, NY, 6 Dec 1890 (Odell 
14, p. 769) 

Charles Devore, ventriloquist, Proctor's Theatre, New York, week of 22 Apr. 
NYC, 27 Apr 1895, p. 118). 

Dewey, Alfred. Portrait, c. 1898 (Albano 2008, p. 31) 

De Winter, Grace. Very clever vent and impersonator. Female (Laurie, p. 116) 

De Witt, Prof.  



46 
 

46 
 

Roster of Hill's Pawnee Medicine and Specialty Co." Prof. De Witt, ventriloquist 
and mimic. (NYC 3 Feb 1897, p. 781) 

Dionne, Prof., magician and ventriloquist.  

Prof. Dionne, magician and ventriloquist. The Dr. Danny Mexican Co., Dr. A.E. 
Dionne, manager, opening under canvas in Dover, New Hampshire, 30 Apr 1894 
(NYC, 21 Apr1894, p. 99). 

Dr. Danney Specialty Co.: We have just crossed the line from New Hampshire 
into Maine. This is our fourteenth week under canvas and everybody is well and 
happy.. And the "white elephant" cuts his capers every Sunday with the long 
green. Roster: A.E. Dionne, manager […], Mrs. A.E. Dionne, treasurer […], 
Johnny and Edesse Dionne, song and dance and sketch […], Little Maude 
Dionne, vocalist and dancer; Prof. A.E.Dionne, magician and 
ventriloquist….(NYC, 10 Aug 1895, p. 355) 

Notes from Dr. Danney’s Specialty Co.: Good business is still the headline on our 
weekly banner, and the white mule does his antics with the white winged 
envelopes every Sunday afternoon. Prof. Dionne keeps the Rubes guessing with 
his sleight of hand and chases away wrinkles with his ventriloquism….Edesse 
Dionne’s songs and dances delight them all. (NYC, 24 Aug 1895, p. 390) 

Dougherty, John.  

John Dougherty {Dongherty?], ventriloquist, singer, and dancer, Dr. Bill's Oregon 
Indian Medicine Cos., now touring Missouri (NYC, 2 May 1896, p. 133) 

John Dougherty, ventriloquist, Dr. Bill’s Oregon Indian Medicine Cos., now 
touring Missouri (NYC, 23 May 1896, p. 184) 

Dreams, Lydia, ventriloquist (Walter Lambert, female impersonator). Came from 
England (Laurie, p. 115). Never removed his wig and the audience believed it was a lady. 
He was also a great portrait painter and made all his figures and props (Laurie, p. 115) 

Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist, did well at Proctor’s Pleasure Palace, New York, 
Thanksgiving week, 1895; Christmas week, 1895 (NYC, 30 Nov 1895, p. 616; 28 
Dec 1895, p. 680) 
 
"Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist and cartoonist, was well received" at Proctor's 
Theatre, New York, week of 30 Dec 1895-4 Jan 1896 (NYC, 4 Jan 1896, p. 696) 
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“Lydia Dreams, a clever ventriloquist,” Hyde  & Behman's, Brooklyn (NYC, 11 Jan 
1896, p. 713) 
 
Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York (NYT, 12 Jan 1896, 
p . 12) 
 
‘”Lydia Dreams” offered his now familiar act of ventriloquism and crayon work, 
and was favorably received: at Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York, week of 13                                                                                                                                
Jan 1896 (NYC, 18 Jan 1896, p. 728) 

 
Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York (NYT, 14 Jan 1896, 
p. 5) 
 
Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist and cartoonist, Proctor's Theatre, New York, week of 
9 Mar 1896 (NYC, 14 Mar 1896, p. 22) 
 
Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist, Proctor's Pleasure Palace, New York, week of 16 Mar 
1896 (NYC, 21 Mar 1896, p. 38) 
 
Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York (NYT, 22 Mar 1896, 
p. 10; 28 Mar 1896, pp. 54, 55) 
 
Lydia Dreams, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, New York (NYT, 22 Jan 1899, p. 17) 
 

Duncan, ventriloquist. Mostly or all the same as A.O. Duncan?  

Tableaux posed on 22 Nov 1877, at the Christian Endeavour Church, 
Williamsburgh; on 28 and 29, Duncan, ventriloquist, assisted. (Odell 10, p. 543).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, The McEvoy Hibernicon, week of 21-26 Apr 1879 (Odell 
10, p. 750).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, May l882 (Odell 11, p. 565).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Miner’s Eighth Ave. Theatre, 8-13 May 1882 (Odell 11, p. 
571).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman’s, Brooklyn, Jun 1882 (Odell 11, p.  
619).  
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Duncan, ventriloquist, Haverly’s 14th Street Theatre, New York, specialties in The 
Black Crook, Haverly’s 14th Street Theatre, three weeks beginning 13 Nov 1882 
(Odell 12, p. 34).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman’s, May 1883 (Odell 12, p. 178).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Grand Opera House, one week beginning 14 May 1883 
(Odell 12, p. 53).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Miner’s 8th Street Theatre, 18-23 Jun 1883 (Odell 12, p. 
136).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 18-30 Jun 1883 (Odell 12, p. 
128).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York, 31 Dec 1883 (Odell 12, 
p. 303).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York, Feb 1884 (Odell 12, p. 
304).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York, Nov 1884 (Odell 12, p. 
504).  

Duncan, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, Dec 1885 (Odell 13, p. 103).  

Duncan, Harry Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, Feb 1885 (Odell 12, p. 528).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Miner’s Eighth Ave. Theatre, New York, 24-29 Aug 1885 
(Odell 13, p. 109).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s, New York, 2-7 Feb 1885 (Odell 12, p. 505).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman’s, 25-30 Mar 1889 (Odell 14, p. 172).  

Duncan, Tony Pastor’s, 15-10 Apr 1889 (Odell 14, p. 111).  

Duncan, Tony Pastor’s, 23-28 Jun 1889 (Odell 14, p. 358).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman’s, 10-15 Feb 1890 (Odell 14, p. 454). 

Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s, 28 Jul-2 Aug 1890 (Odell 14, p. 359).  

Duncan, ventriloquist of note, Tony Pastor’s, 11 May 1891 (Odell 14, p. 640).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 13-18 Jul 1891 (Odell 14, p. 
641).  
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Duncan, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 9-14 May 1892 (Odell 15, p. 
138).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Park Theatre, New York, 31 Oct-5 Nov 1892 (Odell 15 , p. 
357).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, The Imperial, New York, 13 Nov 1893 (NYC, 18 Nov 
1893, p. 594).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, this week (NYT, 10 Dec 
1899, p. 18).  

Duncan, A.O. Used a group of figures, often incorporating them in political sketches. 
Duncan preferred to call the art of ventriloquism “vocal gyrations.” (Vox 77). A.O. 
Duncan: We know of his presence in 1883. He influenced John Cooper and inspired 
Harry Lester (Burns 115). A.O. Duncan was a pioneer in American ventriloquism 
(Laurie, p. 113). 

A. Duncan, ventriloquist, Bunnell’s Museum, Brooklyn, Apr 1882 (Odell 11, p. 
625). I need to recheck this—seems to be a mistake. 

A.O. Duncan: We know of his presence in 1883. (Burns 115) 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s, New York, 15 Nov 1885 (NYT, 15 
Nov 1885, p. 15).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s, New York, 28 Dec 1885-2 Jan 1886 
(Odell 13, p. 122).  

 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Miner’s 8th Aves. Theatre, New York, 4-9 Jan 1886 
(Odell 13, p. 111).  

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bial’s, New York, 10 Jan 1886. Mr. Duncan supplies a 
clever and amusing ventriloquial representation, but it is to be wished that 
somebody would invent fresher methods of exposition of the ventriloquist’s art 
than the perennial and grimacing dolls. Notwithstanding the exceeding familiarity 
of amusement seekers with his mediums, however, Mr. Duncan’s power of 
sending his voice to all points of the compass and his command of dialect made 
his task yesterday an agreeable one for the spectators. (“Amusements.” NYT, 11 
Jan 1886, p. 4). 

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bial’s, New York. (NYT, 11 Jan 1886, p. 7; also 12, 13, 
16 Jan.)  
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A.O. Duncan, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 18-23 Jan 1886 (Odell 13, p. 104).  

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bial’s, 21 Feb 1886 (“Amusements,” NYT, 22 Feb 1886, 
p. 4).  

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bial’s, 28 Feb 1886. Mr. A.O. Duncan, the ventriloquist, 
brought forth his loquacious puppets. (“Amusements,” NYT, 1 Mar 1886, p. 4).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 5-10 Apr 1886 (Odell 13, 
p. 106).  

Niblo’s, New York: “The Black Crook” included specialties in the third and 
fourth acts. The ventriloquism of Mr. Duncan keeps the audience in high glee. 
The delusion is almost perfect, and the aggressive little Irishman, though clearly 
an imitation of Mr. Harry Kennedy’s puppet, is funnier than the original.  (“Note 
on the Stage,” NYT, 15 Apr 1886, p. 4).  

A.O. Duncan, Miner’s 8th Ave. Theatre, New York, 30 Aug-4 Sep 1886 (Odell 
13, p. 330).  

A.O. Duncan, Niblo’s, New York. The Black Crook, including A.O. Duncan, 
ventriloquist, 11 Apr 1887 (Odell 13, p. 254). Also NYT, 10 Apr 1887, p. 15. 
Duncan, the ventriloquist, made his puppets uproariously funny (“Notes of the 
Theatre,” NYT, 12 Apr 1887, p. 5).  

A.O. Duncan, the ventriloquist now playing an engagement in "The Black Crook" 
company at Niblo's, denied last night that he was the mysterious stranger shot at 
in Crosby Street last night [….]. An acquaintance of Duncan said it might be a 
publicity stunt [….]. 16 Apr 1887 ("Still an Unsolved Mystery. No Light Thrown 
on the Shooting in Crosby-Street." New York Times, 17 Apr 1887, p. 9.) 

“The Black Crook” at the Grand Opera House, 23 May 1887, included a bright bit 
of ventriloquism (“Notes of the Stage,” NYT, 24 May 1887, p. 4).  

A.O. Duncan, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 7-12 May 1888 (Odell 13, p. 523).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s, 5-10 Nov 1888 (Odell 14, p. 109).  

A.O. Duncan, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 6-11 May 1889 (Odell 14, p. 123).  

A.O. Duncan, Tony Pastor’s, 16 Sep 1889 (Odell 14, p. 354).  

A.O. Duncan, Koster and Bials, 5-10 May 1890 (Odell 14, p. 353. 

A.O. Duncan, London Theatre, New York, 21-26 Jul 1890 (Odell 14, p. 365). 
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A.O. Duncan, Proctor’s (Novelty) Theatre, Brooklyn, 15-20 Sep 1890 (Odell 14, 
p. 795).  

A.O. Duncan, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 29 Sep 1890 (Odell 14, p. 648).  

A.O. Duncan, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 16-21 Feb 1891 (Odell 14, p. 651). 

A.O. Duncan, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 20-25 Apr 1891 (Odell 14, p. 652).  

A.O. Duncan, Mammoth Pavilion, 23 May 1891 (Odell 14, p. 660).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Casino, 4 Jun 1892 (Odell 15, p. 52).  

A.O. Duncan, Miner’s Eighth Avenue Theatre, 12-17 Sep 1892 (Odell 15, p. 
431).  

A.O. Duncan, Miner’s Eighth Ave. Theatre, 29 March 1893 (NYT, 25 Mar 1893, 
p. 38).  

A.O. Duncan, Miner’s Eighth Ave. Theatre, 15-20 May 1893 (Odell 15, p. 433).  

A.O. Duncan, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 19-24 Jun 1893 (Odell 15, p. 429).  

A.O. Duncan, Herrmann’s Theatre, New York, 25 Sep l893 (NYC, 30 Sep 1893, 
p. 483; Odell 15, p. 614).  

A.O. Duncan, Imperial Music Hall, New York, this week (NYC, 26 Aug 1893, p. 
398).  A.O. Duncan, Imperial Music Hall, 28 Aug-2 Sep 1893 (Odell 15, p. 690).  

A.O. Duncan, Gaiety and Bijou, Boston, this week (NYC, 14 Oct 1893, p. 513).  

A.O. Duncan, Bijou, Philadelphia, 20 Nov 1893 (NYC, 25 Nov 1893, p. 609).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Proctor’s Twenty-Third Street Theatre, 11-16 Dec 
1893 (Odell 15, p. 696). A.O. Duncan, Proctor’s, this week (NYC, 16 Dec 1893, 
p. 657).  

A.O. Duncan, Hyde & Behman’s, Brooklyn, week of 25 Dec 1893 (NYC, 30 Dec 
1893, p. 690).  

A.O. Duncan, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, New York, 1-6 Jan 1894 (Odell 15, 
p. 705).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, introduced his new walking figure at Koster & Bial’s, 
this week (NYC, 13 Jan 1894, p. 720). A.O. Duncan, Koster and Bial’s, 15-20 Jan 
1894 (Odell 15, p. 682). A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, was amusing at Koster and 
Bial’s, 15 Jan (NYC, 20 Jan 1894, p. 738).  
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A.O. Duncan, Gaiety and Bijou, Boston, week of 5 Feb 1894 (NYC, 10 Feb 1894, 
p. 785).  

A.O. Duncan, Gayety, Brooklyn, 5-10 Mar 1894 (Odell 15, p. 820).  

A.O. Duncan, Koster and Bial’s, 26-31 Mar 1894 (Odell 15, p. 683). Week of 26 
Mar, A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, made his reappearance and with walking figures 
won loud applause (NYC, 31 Mar 1894, p. 54). 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, 9-14 Jul 1894 (Odell 
15, p. 708). A.O. Duncan, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, 9 Jul 1894. Duncan has 
few equals in his line of work, and gives promise of occupying a position 
exclusively his own as an inventor of mechanical talking and walking figures 
(NYC, 14 Jul 1894, p. 293).  

B.F. Keith’s Amusement Enterprises: Four of the Handsomest and Most 
Prosperous Theatres in the World: New Theatre, Boston Mass.; Opera House, 
Providence, R.I.; Bijou Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.; New Union Square Theatre, 
New York City. B.F. Keith, Proprietor—E.F. Albee, General Manager. List of 
stars includes A.O. Duncan. (NYC, 28 Jul 1894, p. 336).  

A.O. Duncan, Albaugh Grand Opera House, Washington, D.C., this week (NYC, 
28 Jul 1894, p. 325). 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, made his reappearance at Koster and Bial’s, and won 
new friends by his entertaining turn, week of 6 Aug 1894 (NYC, 11 Aug 1894, p. 
358; display ad, p. 366). A.O. Duncan, Koster and Bials, 13-18 Aug 1894 (Odell 
15, p. 684). A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, began his second week a continued 
favorite, week of 13 Aug (NYC, 14 Aug 1894, p. 374).  

A.O. Duncan, the well known ventriloquist, is blossoming forth as a song writer 
and composer . He has composed two songs “The Butterfly and the Rose” and 
“After the Curtain Falls.” (NYC, 18 Aug 1894, p. 372).  

A.O. Duncan, Roof Garden and Casino Theatre, St. Louis, MO (NYC, 8 Sep 
1894, p. 421).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s, week of 24 Sep (NYC, 29 Sep 1894, 
p. 472).  

A.O. Duncan, Gayety, Brooklyn, 15 Oct 1894 (NYC, 20 Oct 1894, p. 524). 

A.O. Duncan, Proctor’s Theatre, New York, this week (NYT, 21 Oct 1894, p. 10).  

A.O. Duncan, Auditorium, Philadelphia (NYC, 17 Nov 1894, p. 591). 
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A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster & Bial's, New York, 3 Dec 1894. (NYC, 8 
Dec 1894, p. 638). 

A.O. Duncan returned to Koster & Bial's, New York, week of 7 Jan. (NYC, 12 
Jan 1895, p. 718). 

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bial’s, New York, week of 14 Jan 1894 (NYC, 19 Jan 
1894, p. 734) 

A.O. Duncan, Keith's New Theatre, Boston, this week. NYC, 26 Jan 1895, p. 
747). 

A.O. Duncan, International Vaudevilles, Howard Auditorium, Baltimore, 11 Feb 
1895 (NYC, 16 Feb 1895, p. 795) 

For Sale: Ventriloquists’ figures by W.J. Mills (NYC, 2 Mar 1895, p. 835). To 
ventriloquists, for sale cheap for cash, the Automatic Figures formerly used by 
“W.J. Mills.” Address 41 Bleecker St., New York, where they can be viewed by 
appointment. Would like to hear from A.O. Duncan (NYC, 2 Mar 1895, p. 838).  

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bial's, New York, week of 25 Feb 1895. (NYC, 2 Mar 
1895, p. 830). 

“After the Curtain Falls,” great A.O. Duncan’s song, forcible, eloquent, original. 
Sung with immense success by Miss Julia Mackey, Will F. Denny, Bernard 
Dyllyn. A.O. Duncan (the ventriloquist), 216 West Twenty-second Street, New 
York. (NYC, 2 Mar 1895, p. 839). 

A.O. Duncan, a popular holdover, Koster & Bial’s,  New York, week of 4 Mar 
1895 (NYC, 9 Mar 1895, p. 6).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster and Bial’s, 8 Apr 1895 (NYT, 7 Apr 1895, p. 
12). 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster & Bial's, New York, week of 27 May 1895 
(NYC, 1 Jun 1895, p. 197). 

A.O. Duncan is spending his vacation at home, enjoying extended trips on his 
bicycle to the various suburban watering places. (NYC, 3 Aug 1895, p. 340) 

A.O. Duncan, the ventriloquist, The Bijou, Philadelphia. (NYC, 10 Aug 1895, p. 
357). 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Grand Opera House, Boston. (NYC, 24 Aug 1895, p. 
389) 
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A.O.  Duncan, ventriloquist, Hyde & Behman’s, Brooklyn, 26 Aug 1895 (NYC, 
31 Aug 1895, p. 406) 

A.O. Duncan, a ventriloquial entertainer of unusual talent, Keith's Union Square 
Theatre, New York. Labor Day, 2 Sep 1895 (NYC, 7 Sep 1895, p. 422) 

A.O. Duncan, Keith’s New Theatre, New York, current week (NYC, 21 Sep 
1895, p. 453) 

A.O. Duncan, New Theatre, Pittsburgh, PA. (NYC, 9 Nov 1895, p. 567) 

A.O. Duncan, Avenue Theatre, Pittsburgh, PA, opening the new house 11 Nov 
1895 (NYC, 16 Nov 1895, p. 583) 

A.O. Duncan, Keith's New Theatre, New York. "Tremendous audiences have 
filled this refined and exclusive vaudeville house the past week." (NYC, 7 Dec 
1895, p. 631) 

A.O. Duncan, annual benefit of New Haven, CT, Lodge of Elks, II (NYC, 14 Dec 
1895, p. 645) 

O.A. Duncan [sic], ventriloquist, Star Theatre, Brooklyn, 9 Feb 1896 (NYC, 15 
Feb 1896, p. 792) 

Keith's New Theatre, New York: "The weekly list generally includes a special 
attraction for the children, who patronize this house so largely and frequently. 
This week Hewelt's Midget Theatre heads a long and attractive list, which 
includes […] A.O. Duncan…." (NYC, 22 Feb 1896, p. 805) 

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bial's Music Hall, New York, 26 Apr 1896: participated 
in benefit for Carver B. Cline, who had been business manager for Koster & 
Bial's for many years (NYC, 2 May 1896, p. 136) 

A.O. Duncan took part in benefit for Bennett Wilson, manager of the Gayety, 
Brooklyn, 26 Apr 1896 (NYC, 2 May 1896, p. 136) [sic: two benefits on the same 
day] 

A.O. Duncan, Keith's New Theatre, Boston (NYC, 22 Aug 1896, p. 391) 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Proctor’s Pleasure Palace, New York, this week 
(NYT, 30 Aug 1896, p.12). Duncan, the ventriloquist, Proctor’s Pleasure Palace, 
this week (NYT, 1 Sep 1896, p. 5).  
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Proctor's Theatre, New York, week of 7 Sep 1896. A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, 
introduced new sayings and songs in his act and was given a hearty reception 
(NYC, 12 Sep 1896, p. 440) 

A.O. Duncan, Proctor's Pleasure Palace, New York, 31 Aug 1896 (NYC, 5 Sep 
1896, p. 424) 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, became a favorite at Keith's Union Square Theatre, 
New York, opening 28 Sep 1896 (NYC, 3 Oct 1896, p. 488) 

A.O. Duncan was entertaining with his ventriloquism, Hammerstein's Olympia, 
New York, 5 Oct 1896 (NYC, 10 Oct 1896, p. 506) 

A.O. Duncan, Hammerstein’s Olympia, Evenings, 8.15. Sat. Mat. Adm. 50c 
(display ad, NYC, 17 Oct 1896, p. 530) 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Hopkins’ Theatre, Chicago, this week (NYC, 14 Nov 
1896, p. 590) 

A.O. Duncan, Hopkins-Duquesne, Pittsburgh (NYC, 28 Nov 1896, p. 617) 

Fountain Square Theatre, Cincinnati: M.C. Anderson's Own Company, which 
opens 29, is a house show, and the talent recruited for the week included….A.O. 
Duncan…." (NYC, 5 Dec 1896, p. 633) 

A.O. Duncan, Keith's New Theatre, New York, week of 14 Dec 1896 (NYC, 19 
Dec 1896, p. 667) 

A. O. Duncan, ventriloquist gave his will known entertaining act, Koster and 
Bial's, New York, week of 21 Dec. 1896. (NYC, 26 Dec 1896, p. 684) 

The Bijou, Philadelphia, PA: "The biograph, one of the latest life motion picture 
machines, will be placed on exhibition at this house this week, with all American 
views, which include President elect McKinley, Empire State express, Death's 
Curve, New York, and Joseph Jefferson at home. The other features of this week's 
bill are: A.O. Duncan, [etc]." (NYC, 2 Jan 1897, p. 698) 

“The Macy Mutual Aid Society held its tenth annual entertainment Jan. 29 at the 
Lenox Lyceum. Among the performers who took part in the vaudeville 
performance [was] A.O. Duncan.” (NYC 6 Feb 1897)  

The Premier Ventriloquist, A.O. Duncan, Worthy Successor to the Late Harry 
Kennedy, Hyde & Behman’s, Brooklyn ( BDE, 21 Feb 1897, p. 14; also Feb 22, 
23).  
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Duncan, ventriloquist, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, New York, this week 
(NYT, 28 Feb 1887, p. 21). A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Keith’s Union Square 
Theatre, this week (NYT, 2 Mar 1897, p. 7). 

Explosion in a cab. New York, Saturday evening, [6] March 1897. A.O. Duncan 
was one of the previous riders that evening. Performer at Keith'sTheatre. He went 
to the Lotos Club to an entertainment. Ventriloquist. Uses no explosives in his 
performance. Driver got down and left the vehicle while waiting for Duncan. 
("An Explosion in a Cab: Mysterious Occurrence of Saturday Night Which 
Puzzles the Police of the Twenty-third Precinct." New York Times, 8 Mar 1897, 
p. 1.)  

Explosion in a cab, New York, [6] March 1897. Ventriloquist Duncan, when 
asked if it was not possible that he had a bottle of some acid which he had 
dropped in the carriage, said he carried no properties aside from his dolls, and that 
they had been taken to the Lotos Club from the theater in a truck. The police were 
moved to ask the question because the trick of the smoking Irishman is an old one 
with ventriloquists, and sometimes sulfuric acid is used in performing it. ("Cab 
Explosion a Mystery: Police Have Been Unable to Find the Responsible Persons--
Sulfuric Acid was Used." New York Times, 9 Mar 1897, p. 12.) 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Olympia Music Hall, New York, this week (NYT, 26 
Oct 1897, p. 7). 

A.O. Duncan, the popular ventriloquist, Proctor’s Theatre, New York, this week 
(NYT, 20 Feb 1898, p. 5). The expert ventriloquism of Duncan, Proctor’s Theatre, 
this week (NYT, 22 Feb 1898, p. 7).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, at vaudeville entertainment, Waldorf-Astoria, in aid 
of the Lying-in Hospital (NYT, 24 Apr 1898). Duncan talked most cleverly to the 
audience through four wooden dummies, one of them an irrepressible Irish boy 
(NYT, 26 Apr 1898, p. 7).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Proctor’s Theatre, this week (NYT, 23 Apr 1899, p. 
17; 25 Apr 1899, p. 7).  

The Casino, Atlanta: "It is said that O.A. [sic] Duncan the ventriloquist at the 
Casino this week, raised ventriloquism to an art. Prior to his achievements 
ventriloquism for the most part was confined to Punch and Judy shows. Duncan's 
work has been a feature in all the prominent Keith vaudeville houses." (Atlanta 
Constitution, 10 Jun 1909, p. 8) 
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Duncan, William. Entertainment for children at Liederkranz Hall, East Fourth Street, 
New York, 30 Apr 1882. Included ventriloquism by William Duncan (NYT, 1 May 1882, 
p. 8).  

Durand, Howard W, the well known musician and ventriloquist, has opened a muse and 
theatre at Meridian, CT, under favorable conditions. The following re the people of the 
week: Princess Lucy, Little Dexton, Durand, Carvosso and Harry Stone (NYC, 11 Mar 
1893, p. 6).  

Ebbs, William. Did a travesty on vents. In his first act he was seated near a wicker lamp 
that had a large shade, with his midget brother concealed in the lamp. The supposed 
dummy, Ebbs, ate an apple and drank water while doing rapid-fire talk. Finally the light 
was put out and the midget fell down from the lamp, showing up the fake. In a later act 
he brought out the “dummy” in a suit case, took him out in front of the audience, worked 
as a regular vent act (of course with remarkable tricks because the midget did the 
talking),  and put the dummy back in the valise for an exit. They gave it away when 
taking bows (Laurie, p. 116) 

Edgar, Signor, “the best ventriloquist and magician in existence,” was exhibiting nightly 
at the Franklin Museum, New York, Oct 1850 (Odell 6, p. 79).  

Edwards, ventriloquist, Keith's Union Square Theatre, New York (NYC, 29 Aug 1896, 
p. 408  

Edwards, Maude. Sister of Tom. Female vent (Laurie, p. 116) 

Edwards, Tom. Tom Edwards, from England, with his “Father and Baby” act was very 
good (Laurie, p. 114) 

Emmett, Hugh J. 

Hughey Emmett, ventriloquist. Huber and Gebhardt’s Casino, Brooklyn, 18-23 
Sep 1893 (Odell 15, p. 799) 

Hugh J. Emmett, ventriloquist, Proctor’s Theatre, New York, week of 6 May1895 
(NYC, 11 May 1895, p. 150). 

Hugh J. Emmett, musical humorist and ventriloquist, YMCA, Montclair, NJ 
(NYT, 12 Jan 1896, p. 11) 

Hugh J. Emmett entertained with sayings, ventriloquism, and violin selections at 
annual concert and reception of the Institute Boat Club, Newark, New Jersey, 
(NYT, 5 Feb 1896, p. 6) 
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H.J. Emmett, ventriloquist, Lakewood Hotel, Lakewood, NY (NYT, 8 Mar 1896, 
p. 21) 

Hugh J. Emmett in a little music and nonsense, with some up-to-date 
ventriloquism, at smoker of Long Island Wheelmen, Brooklyn (NYT, 16 Mar 
1896, p. 6) 

Espinos, ventriloquist from London, was at Niblo’s Garden, New York, in mid-July 1834 
(Odell 3, p. 700).  

Everingham, Roy 

Ventriloquist’s Carnival Head. Roy Everingham. Southern New Jersey, late nineteenth 
century. Wood with traces of white paint. 14” x 8” x 4 ½”. Signed by the maker. 
Collection of Harvey and Isobel Kahn (Frank Maresca and Roger Ricco. American 
Vernacular: New Discoveries in Folk, Self-Taught, and Outsider Sculpture. A Bulfinch 
Press Book [Boston, New York, London: Little, Brown and Company, 2002], p. 85. This 
coffee table type book contains color photos of several nineteenth-century ventriloquist 
figures and heads by unknown makers. 

 

Fakir of Siva, The 

Ads for the Fakir of Siva appeared in the Memphis Appeal, 1 Feb 1851 and 20 
Nov 1852 (Index to The Memphis Appeal, 1843-1860). 

Magic and Mirth. Our citizens will rejoice to learn that the great Oriental 
Necromancer and Mysterialist, the Fakir of Siva, has arrived in town, and will 
give two of his unrivalled entertainments  at the Beebe [?] House this evening and 
tomorrow evening, July 29th and 30th. Our Exchanges are lavish in their praise of 
his performances and a rare treat awaits those who attend. Go early. (Elyria [OH] 
Courier, 29 Jul 1851, p. 3) 

The Fakir of Siva, a very celebrated character in his line of business is reported to 
be a perfect "trump," and among the many stories and anecdotes told of him is the 
following, cut from the Cleveland Herald: / Quite an exciting scene occurred at 
one of our wharfs yesterday. The hands on one of our steamers, were engaged in 
rolling off a cask, when to the consternation and surprise of the persons engaged 
in performing that operation a voice was heard within the cask. / "Roll it easy, 
these darn'd nails hurt; I'd rather pay my passage than to stand this!" / Holding up 
their hands, their visuals expanded to the size of two saucers, the two laborers 
exclaimed-- / "That beats the d-----!" / The mate coming up at this moment, and 
unaware of the cause of delay, commenced cursing them for their dilatoriness, 
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when from within the voice again came forth--- / "You're nobody; let me out of 
this cask!" / "What's that?" said the mate. / Why, it's me!" said the voice. I want to 
get out--I won't stand this any longer!" / "Up-end that cask!" said the mate. / "Oh! 
don't you kill me!" said the voice--"these darn's nails prick me! Look out! don't!" 
again said the casked up individual, as the men were turning it up. / "Cooper," 
said the mate, "unhead this cask and take out that man." / As the adzes sundered 
the hoops, and the head was coming out, the voice again broke forth--- / "Be easy, 
now; is there any one about? I don't want to be caught!" / Quite a crowd, had now 
gathered around the "scene of action," when, to the astonishment of all the 
bystanders a loud guttural laugh broke forth, which made our hair stand on end, 
and the cask was found filled up with "bacon." / "What does this mean?" says one. 
/ "I swear, it beats my time," said the mate. / We enjoyed the joke top well to 
"blow" as we walked off, arm in arm, with the "Fakir of Siva," the Ventriloquist 
and Magician. (Cleveland Herald; reprinted in De Pere (Wis) Advertiser, 24 Sep 
1851, p. 2) 

17 Nov 1851 the Fakir of Siva, a traveling “oriental magician and ventriloquist,” 
played to a crown of 500 in Meredith Hall, Lafayette, Indiana, and then went on 
to Crawfordsville and Indianapolis (“A Day in the Life of Tippecanoe County,” 
database of Tippecanoe County Historical Association).  

Our neighbors of Toledo, were some days ago, in ecstasies at the miraculous 
performances of the "Fakir of Siva." The papers puffed him, and the elite of the 
city flocked to his "levees," filling his pockets with "dollars and dimes"--those 
that hadn't the "needful" borrowed of those that had--while the "rest of 
mankind" listened at the key-holes, or peeped in at the windows, and all was 
"merry as a marriage bell," Great was the "Fakir of Siva," and there was none like 
him. But, lo! And behold!! In a few days along came the real "Fakir," and the ci-
divant  [sic] Fakir was no Faker [sic] at all! The Blade belabors him as a "drunken 
imposter," while the Republican stigmatizes him "an outrageous imposter--a 
bare-faced trader on stolen capital; and claims to have been "badly puzzled" all 
the while, as if it "smelt a rat," but admits that it was seduced by its "Cleveland, 
Buffalo, and Cincinnati contemporaries," to give the self-styled Fakir a favorable 
notice in advance." Some laughed at the hoax and some swore, especially those 
who hadn't dimes enough left to see the real "Fakir"--but the laughers were in 
the majority and carried the day, "All is well that ends well," and better luck 
to the Toledonians next time, say we. ("Hoaxed." Fort Wayne Times, 20 Nov 
1851, p. 2)  
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We see that the "Fakir of Siva" has left---or at least at the latest accounts about 
to leave--Indianapolis. We are sorry for that. His mountebankism would have, in 
a measure, diverted public attention from that of the Legislature, and saved the 
latter from ridicule. Query.--Did the Legislature invite him, by resolution, to 
perform before that "dignified body?" Query 2d--Did the "Authorities" present 
him with the "freedom of the city." (Ft. Wayne Times, 18 Dec 1851, p. 2) 

Fakir of Siva Coming. Chicago, May 5. Editor Free Democrat: The celebrated 
"Fakir of Siva" will commence his wonderful entertainments in Milwaukee, about 
the first of June. Maguire, Agent of the Fakir of Siva. (Milwaukee Daily Free 
Democrat, 6 May 1852, p. 3).  

The Fakir of Siva is Coming! Milwaukee Free Democrat, 15, 22 May 1852, p. 2.  

"Soirees Mysterieuses." Fakir of Siva. Gardiner's Hall, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday Nights, May 27th, 28th, and 29th. Three nights only. Grand mid-day 
soiree, Saturday afternoon. Doors open at 2 o'clock, for the accommodation of 
families, juveniles, invalids, and distant residents, who cannot attend at night. 
The Fakir if Siva, the celebrated prestidigotadore, ventriloquist  and 
necromancer, whose extraordinary and unparalleled  wonders before over four 
hundred thousand persons the past season, and having received medals of merit 
from four European monarchs, is considered a sufficient guarantee to the 
citizens of Milwaukee of his superior skill and ability. His magnificent and 
gorgeous Enchanted Palace, gotten up at the expense of a princely fortune, with 
all its machinery, decorations, enchantments and paraphernalia, will be fully 
displayed each evening. Laughable scenes in the mirth-provoking science of 
ventriloquism.  All the experiments are strictly scientific or mechanical. Nothing 
introduced to offend the most religious or scrupulous. Thousands of 
testimonials, from the most distinguished clergy and dignitaries of the land 
fully proving this fact. Doors open at 7--commence at 6 o'clock precisely [sic]. 
Cards of admission can be obtained in day time on application to Mr. Maguire, 
Treasurer. Tickets, 50 cents--Children under 12 years of age 25 cents. ("Soirees 
Mysterieuses." Milwaukee Daily Sentinel, 22, 25, 26, 29 May 1852, p. 2) 

Fakir of Siva! Grand gift soiree magique! At Gardiner's Hall, Thursday evening, 
Jun2 3, 1852. 400 dollars worth! Of princely gifts, will be distributed to the 
audience free, after the performances are over, by a committee of gentlemen 
appointed by the audiences. Go and look at them in Kirby's window. [….] One 
hundred gifts! Estimated at $400--all the articles warranted. The inimitable Fakir 
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of Siva! Will appear in his Enchanted Palace! Mons Maguire in dances. Sig. 
Veroni's automatons. Tickets 50 cents, entitling the holder to a gift--to be 
obtained at Kirby's and the Hall. For particulars see bills of the day. June 1. [….] 
Three night\s longer! At Gardiner's Hall. Monday. Tuesday & Wednesday May 
31, and June 1 and 2. The Fakir of Siva, will give his unique and wonderful soirees 
as above; and thankful for the patronage he has received in Milwaukee, and to 
enable all to attend, the admission will be only 25 cents. Cards of admission can 
be obtained in day time, on application to Mr. Maguire, at this Hall. May 31. 
("Fakir of Siva." Daily Free Democrat, Milwaukee, 1, 2, 3 Jun 1852, p. 2. 

The "Fakir of Siva" had a crowded audience last evening. To-night, he will give 
another representation, and after the performance, will distribute to the 
audience one hundred gifts (Milwaukee Free Democrat, 4 Jun 1852, p. 3) 

The "Fakir of Siva" has come out for Scott. This is an important accession in the 
Whig ranks, as the great magician is supposed to possess the power of having 
things his own way. His brother, Mr. Haskell, is one of the electors of Tennessee 
(Milwaukee Daily Free Democrat, 20 Aug 1852. p. 2) 

In September 1852, the New York Times reported that the magician and 
ventriloquist using the “mysterious appellation” Fakir of Siva had been traveling 
in the southern and western states for some time, and that local newspapers often 
published colorful and humorous anecdotes about him. The writer of the article 
suggested that these stories were deliberately planted publicity items, but went on 
to repeat one according to which the “inimitable joker” visited a horse auction in 
Cincinnati and cause a horse that was represented as healthy and only six years to 
state that it was really “spavined and nineteen years next foaling time.” “The 
Fakir of Siva.” The New York Daily Times, 24 Sep 1852, p. 1) 

On 25 September 1852, the Times reported that the Fakir of Siva was“astonishing 
the people of New-Orleans with his magic wand.” (“Amusements.” The New 
York Daily Times, 25 Sep 1852, p. 1).t 

According to an account in the New Orleans Crescent, reprinted in the New York 
Times, the Fakir drew an appreciative crowd in a bank when he handed the teller 
some money, caused the money to disappear, and then threw a voice under the  
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1  Fort Wayne Times, 20 Nov 1851 

2Fort Wayne Times, 20 Nov 1851 
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counter, which said that  the money would be found in the teller’s pocket, which it 
was. (“The Fakir of Siva.” The New York Daily Times, 28 Sep 1852, p. 2).  

On the night of Saturday, 20 Nov 1852, according to the Times, a man “somewhat 
celebrated as a ventriloquist, and who has often performed at theatres” was 
arrested for drunkenness and put in jail, where he caused panic among the other 
prisoners by setting up a horrible racket of roaring lions, growling tigers, snarling 
panthers, screeching wildcats, and hissing snakes, until he became exhausted and 
fell asleep. (Untitled article, The New York Daily Times, 26 Nov 1852, p.6).  This 
perhaps had nothing to do with the Fakir of Siva, but the date corresponds to the 
period of his recorded activity. 

In January 1853, the Fakir of Siva was arrested in Cincinnati and tried for the 
violation of the Ohio lottery law, after he gave out prizes of jewelry to his 
audience. He was fined $1000 and sentenced to three months in jail. (Untitled 
article, The New York Daily Times, 19 Jan 1853, p. 7). 

The Fakir of Siva having given a couple of entertainments at which he distributed 
prize-jewelry among the audience, was arrested and tried in the Criminal Court 
last week upon a charge of violating the law forbidding the drawing of lotteries in 
this State. The case was argued Friday, and the jury were discharged Saturday, not 
having been able to agree upon a verdict. The Fakir thereupon submitted the case 
to the Court, and Judge Turner fined him $1000 and sentenced him to 3 month's 
imprisonment. (Cleveland Plaindealer; reprinted in Zainesville (OH) Daily 
Courier, 20 Jan 1853, p. 2) 

The Fakir of Siva has been arrested in Washington city for fraud. (Milwaukee 
Daily Free Democrat, 29 Oct 1853, p. 4) 

The Fakir of Siva and two of his agents were arrested and tried recently at 
Newark, N.J., for swindling in selling prize tickets. The agents were fined $600 
each, but the Fakir escaped through some informality in the proceeding.  
("Swindling." Milwaukee Daily Free Democrat, 4 Apr 1854, p. 2. 

The notorious Fakir of Siva (Haskell,) who was at Louisville at last advices, has 
been again arrested for theft. He effected a compromise with his prosecutor, 
paying $75, and was then discharged (Milwaukee Free Democrat, 29 Apr 1854, p. 
3) 

The notorious Fakir of Siva, who had established himself at Odd-Fellows Hall, 
New Orleans, and was about to astonish the world by his grand "Presentation 
Festival, Milwaukee Daily Free Press, 11 Dec 1854. p. 2." absquatulated on 
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leaving the "Fourth Estate," his landlady and sundry others in the lurch. The 
Fakir, before his flight, left behind him a number of letters addressed to his 
indignant victims, thanking them for their generous hospitality (Milwaukee Daily 
Free Press, 11 Dec 1854. p. 2) 

The Fakir of Siva is one of the best [illegible] in his line that we have ever seen 
(Illinois State Chronicle (Decatur), 12 May 1855, p. 2) 

Our citizens--or some of them--will remember a juggler, or magician, named 
Haskell, who performed here some years since, under the oriental title of the 
Fakir of Siva. By a letter from Mount Pleasant, Iowa, written to the Lafayette 
(Iowa) Journal, we notice that this slight-of-hand [sic] gentleman has palmed 
himself off at that place as a D.D., and under a $1,000 salary is preaching to a 
Congregational church. Some of his congregation,  hearing that their clergyman 
was a showman have been endeavoring to ascertain his true character 
(Cleveland Herald; reprinted in Janesville (WI) Weekly Times, 10 May 1859, p. 2) 

The Rev. Dr. Haskill, who was formerly a wandering juggler known as the Fakir of 
Siva, had been engaged at a salary of $1,000, as a clergyman, at Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa. His preaching there is said to have consisted of harangues, stories and 
anecdotes, and his manner of conducting meetings to have been so disgusting 
that the most aged and experienced of the church were grieved, and ventured to 
state their grievances, whereupon he came down upon them in the most 
vituperative manner in the pulpit. Such has been his course and conduct that the 
church is quite broken up. It is rumored that the preacher and conjuror had 
eloped with a young lady of Lafayette, Indiana, and the western folks seem 
inclined to brand him as an impostor. (Portsmouth [OH] Times, 10 May 1859, p. 
2) 

Rev. Dr. Haskill, who was formerly a wandering juggler known as the Fakir of 
Siva, has been engaged at a salary of $1,000, as a clergyman, at Mount Pleasant, 
Iowa (Grand Traverse [MI] Herald, 20 May 1859, p. 3).  

The partizans of "Rev. Dr." Haskell, notorious some years since as the Fakir of 
Siva, now in pastoral charge of a congregation in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, have 
adopted a series of resolutions declaring their conviction that whatever his life 
may formerly have been, since his conversion some three years hence, his 
conduct has been entirely unexceptionable, and as he makes no concealment of 
his disreputable antecedents, he cannot be justly regarded as an impostor. 
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(Lafayette Journal. Reprinted in Dawsons Fort Wayne Daily Times, 9 June 1859, 
p. 2; and Racine Daily Journal, 11 June 1859, p. 11) 

The Weekly Journal of Yreka California reported that on 31 March 1861 the Fakir 
of Siva entertained on two evenings with “wonderful feats of magic” and “phunny 
tricks”;   then he made his way south. (freepages.history.rootsweb.com)  

"Prestidigitation."--This is a modern compound, expressive of what old-fashioned 
people were won't [sic] to call sleight of hand.--One of its practitioners is now 
performing at LeClaire Hall. Prof. Searl claims to be the original Fakir of Siva. 
Having no personal acquaintance with that distinguished gentleman, we cannot 
dispute his claims. His bills quote from the N.Y. Christian Advocate that "Prof. 
Searl is the most successful lecturer on natural and scientific magic now 
travelling." If so, he can anticipate appreciating audiences while in our city, and 
his performances last evening gave token that he is possessed of wonderful 
powers in the magic art, some of his feats being of a really astonishing character 
(Davenport (IO) Daily Gazette, 6 Feb 1862, p. 1) 

The Fakir of Siva gave a sleight of hand performance in Galveston. One of his 
feats was to make a marked dollar disappear in the sight of the crowd, which he 
successfully did. "That marked dollar will be found in the vest of that colored 
gentleman," said the Fakir, pointing with his magic wand at Sam Johnsing. All 
eyes were riveted on Sam, who advanced to the front, took some money from 
his vest pocket, and said: "Boss, heah is your change, I had two beers and a segar 
outen dat dollar you tole me to keep in my vest pocket till you called foah it." 
("An Untrustworthy African." Galveston News. Reprinted in Decatur  (IL) Daily 
Review, 15 Sep 1881, p. 3. Also reprinted in Chester (PA) Daily Times, 18 Feb 
1881) 

Article re refurbishing Levy Opera House, Charlottesville, VA, which opened in 
1852 as the Town Hall. Says that among those who performed at Town Hall were 
The Fakir of Siva and Wyman the Wizard ("Business takes over Town Hall." 
(Frederick [MD] Post, 6 Dec 1982, p. 16) 

Farrell, Frank. In 1890s, the Sautelle show included Frank Farrell, who played the saxophone 
and also learned to perform a ventriloquist act (Pfening, Fred D. Jr. "Sig Sautelle: New York 
Circus Owner." Bandwagon: The Journal of the Circus Society, Inc. Sep-Oct 2008, p. 4) 
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Finn, Thomas L. 

Thos. L. Finn, ventriloquist and magician, has signed with Chas. Lee’s London 
Shows for the next season (NYC, 17 Feb 1894, p. 801). 

Thos. Finn, ventriloquial and magic, was on the roster of Chas. Lee’s Great 
London Shows (NYC. 10 Mar 1894, p. 5).  

Wanted to buy--good "Punch" outfit. Must be in good condition and cheap. Send 
full particulars and lowest price at once. Thos. L. Finn, ventriloquist and 
illusionist. Canton, Pa., care of Lee's London Shows (NYC, 22 Sep 1894, p. 461). 

Lee's Circus: The announcements of Wallace and Finn, in the big show, catch 
good concerts. (NYC, 29 Sep 1894, p. 469). Thomas Finn, ventriloquist?  

Thos. L. Finn, ventriloquist and illusionist, has signed with Chas. Lee's London 
Shows for next season, making his second season with that show. (NYC, 19 Jan 
1895, p. 735) 

Thomas Finn, magician and lecturer and manager of side show, Charles Lee's 
London Shows. (NYC, 2 Mar 1895, p. 831) 

Notes from Chas. Lee's Shows: Thos. Finn, the ventriloquist and magician, will 
hereafter be known as Flash, the Wonder Worker. He will play the leading houses 
this season. (NYC, 20 Jul 1895, p. 307) 

“Thos. L. Finn, ventriloquist and illusionist, closed his second season with Lee’s 
London Shows, at Canton, Pa., and opens with his company Nov. 5, touring 
Vermont.” (NYC, 2 Nov 1895, p. 550) 

Notes from the Oregon Indian Medicine Co., No. 15: included Thomas Finn, magic and 
Punch ("Notes from the Oregon Indian Medicine Co., No. 15." New York Clipper, 14 Nov 
1896, p. 587) 

Notes from Oregon Medicine Co., No. 15: T. L. Finn, magic and Punch.  (Clipper, 28 Nov 
1896, p. 623)  

Thomas Finn, ventriloquist, Oregon Med. Co. No. 15 (NYC, 12 Dec 1896, p. 649) 

Thos. Finn, magician, Oregon Medicine Co., No. 15. Business big through Vermont (NYC, 
19 Dec 1896, p. 673) 

Notes from the Oregon Medicine Co., No. 15: "Business thus far has been excellent, and 
salaries are paid regularly. Dr. Flash, lecturer and office worker, thoroughly understands 
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his business [….] Thos. Finn, magician, ventriloquist and Punch; Jas. Fitzgerald, versatile 
performer [….] At Protersville we met John and Stella Mack, who are wintering there. 
They kindly volunteered their services one night. We close for the holidays, and reopen 
Jan. 4" (NYC, 26 Dec 1896, p. 689)  

"Items from Oregon Medicine Co., No. 15. Business has been excellent thus far in 
Vermont. Dr. Flash, lectureru and office worker, is a hustler, and doing the work….Thos. 
Finn's magic, ventriloquism and Punch is a good feature…." (NYC 6 Feb 1897, p. 781.) 

 

 

Tom Finn was the side show manager for the Sautelle show at some time during the 
1890s and did magic and Punch and Judy (Pfening, Fred D. Jr. "Sig Sautelle: New York 
Circus Owner." Bandwagon: The Journal of the Circus Society, Inc. Sep-Oct 2008, p. 5) 

Fitzgerald, J.A. 

“J.A. Fitzgerald, a ventriloquist, died Oct. 5, in Chicago, Ill., from consumption. 
The deceased was thirty-two years of age and had been in the profession for a 
number of years. His wife, professionally known as Komochi [sic], survives him.”  
(NYC, 17 Oct 1896, p. 527) 

"Kamochi [sic]," lady magician, opens Nov. 2 at the Howard Athenaeum, Boston, 
Mass., with Tony Pastor's to follow. She has booked return dates at Olympic and 
Chicago Opera House, Chicago, Ill., Dec 14 and 21." (NYC, 24 Oct 1896, p. 536) 

Flanders, Prof. Prof. Flanders, magician and ventriloquist, Kickapoo Indian Medicine 
Co., No. 47: Dr. Harry Gillett, tooth extractor, lecturer and manager. Business is very 
good with us. Dr. Gillett was fined $100 in Columbus, Mo., under the new Yeater bill, 
which calls for a license of $100 a month. (NYC, 14 Sep 1895, p. 435). 

Flash. North Adams, Mass. 30 Mar 1898. Ladies night held by Mountain Lodge, 
A.O.U.W., in Odd Fellows' lodge room. Various entertainers, including "ventriloquism, 
magic and a Punch and Judy show by Mr. Flash of Hoosick Falls, N.Y." ("Mountain Lodge 
Entertains." North Adams Transcript (North Adams, Mass), 31 Mar 1898, p. 8) See Finn 
 

Fox, Valentine Jr. Empress Theater, Salt Lake City, Utah, week of 15 Sep 1912. "The 
pictures offer a diversion and Valentine Fox, Jr., the ventriloquist, has made a big hit."  
("At the Theatre," Salt Lake Tribune, 15 Sep 1912, p. 52). Formerly listed erroneously as 
Valentine Vox, Jr.  
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Fregoli, Leopoldo. Born in Rome, 1867; became the most celebrated Italian ventriloquist 
(Vox 1981, p. 88). Some notices in Clipper and Times are too detailed to be transcribed 
fully. A rather extensive biography was published in the Clipper on 20 Jun 1896 
(“Leopold Fregoli.” New York Clipper, 20 Jun 1896, p. 247) 

 

 

 

(Clipper, 20 June 1896, p. 243) 

“He Plays Fifty Parts,” NYT, 3 May1896, p. 10) 

"Music Hall Notes." New York Times, 10 May 1896, p. 10. 

Fregoli, Olympia Music Hall. Neat, swift mimicry, polished style, strong 
individuality make his Italian songs fairly interesting. Quick character changes. 
Better than Biondi (NYT, 17 May 1896, p. 10). 

"Fregoli Changes His Bill." New York Times, 21 May 1896, p. 5. 

"Ugo Biondi has brought suit for $50,000 damages against Oscar Hammerstein 
for alleged libel. The article on which the action is brought appeared on the 
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programme of the Olympia Music Hall, May 12, on which night Leopold [sic] 
Fregoli made his debut in this country." (NYC, 23 May 1896, p. 183) 

 “Hammerstein’s Olympia,” NYC, 23 May 1896, p. 184) 

"The Theatres," New York Times, 24 May 1896, p. 10. 

"Fregoli at Olympia," New York Times, 28 May 1896, p. 4  

"The Theatres." New York Times, 31 May 1896, p. 10 "The Theatres." New York 
Times, 31 May 1896, p. 10. 

Fregoli is still at the Olympia Music Hall, has made a hit, and will remain a long 
time (NYT, 7 Jun 1896, p. 10). 

15 Jun 1896 dedication of Hammerstein's Olympia Roof Garden, the crowning 
glory of Mr. Hammerstein's amusement palace, amid a blaze of electric lights and 
in the presence of fully three thousand representative metropolitan theatregoers. 
When the audience called for Mr. Hammerstein, he allowed himself to be led 
before the footlights by Fregoli. He merely bowed his acknowledgements, 
however (NYC, 20 Jun 1896, p. 248) 

Display ad: Hammerstein's Olympia, B'way and 44th St. Roof Garden. Fregoli, 
and all of the best stars (NYC, 20 Jun 1896, p. 256) 

Hammerstein's Olympia Roof Garden. "Fregoli presented for the first time in this 
country his 'El Dorado,' in which he gave an entire music hall programme….His 
impersonation of a musical clown playing on sleigh bells, cow bells, xylophone 
and flute would put to shame many of the musical comedians of the vaudeville 
stage." This article includes a long list of characters Fregoli represented (NYC, 4 
Jul 1896, p. 280) 

 

(Clipper, 4 Jul 1896, p. 289) 

"Fregoli in Fifty Parts." New York Times, 5 Jul 1896, p. 10. 
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Hammerstein's Olympia Roof Garden, week of 6 Jul 1986: “Fregoli began his 
ninth week with no sign of a waning of his popularity." (NYC, 11 Jul 1896, p. 
296) 

"Fregoli, at the close of his present engagement in this city, will make a tour of 
the principal cities of the country, under the management of Henry Greenwall." 
(NYC, 18 Jul 1896, p. 309) 

Fregoli, last week, Olympia Roof Garden, New York, week of 17 Aug 1896 
(NYC, 22 Aug 1896, p. 392) 

Fregoli plays a two weeks' engagement at the Park Theatre, Philadelphia, 
commencing 24 Sep 1896 (NYC, 22 Aug 1896, p. 391) 

Fregoli, opening 14 Sep 1896 at the Columbia, Brooklyn, NY (NYC, 29 Aug 
1896, p. 408) 

Park Theatre, Boston, MA: "Fregoli comes to this house for an engagement of 
two weeks, during which he will be seen in his novel repertory. This engagement 
will mark the reopening of the regular season of the house under its new 
management." (NYC, 5 Sep 1896, p. 421) 

Fregoli's, Boston, Mass, 7-12 Sep 1896; New York, 14-19 (NYC, 12 Sep 1896, p. 
436) 

Columbia Theatre, Brooklyn: Fregoli will appear here next week (NYC, 12 Sep 
1896, p. 440) 

Fregoli (NYC, 19 Sep 1896).  Brooklyn, 14-19 Sep 1896, Philadelphia, 21-26 Sep 
1896 (p. 452). Park Theatre, Philadelphia, week of 21 Sep (p. 455). Columbia 
Theatre, Brooklyn, week of 14 Sep (p. 546) 
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(Clipper, 19 Sep 1896, p. 456) 

Fregoli's, Philadelphia, PA, 21-26 Sep 1896 (NYC. 26 Sep 1896, p. 468) 

"Frejoli [sic], whose acting in multitudinous characters has served to amuse New 
York for the last four months, will make his appearance at the Columbia 
[Chicago] next week." (Chicago Tribune, 4 Oct 1896, p. 40) 

Fregoli (NYC, 10 Oct 1896): Pittsburgh, 5-10 Oct 1896; Chicago, 12-17 (p. 502). 
New Grand Opera House, Pittsburgh: Fregoli and a specialty company hold the 
stage this week (p. 505) 

Fregoli (NYC, 17 Oct 1896): Chicago, 12 Oct, indefinite (p. 518). Philadelphia: 
“The closing of a high class vaudeville company, which played this city a short 
time ago, and the only fair business done by another last week, appear to indicate 
most emphatically that vaudeville in the regular priced houses will not pay. The 
notable exception to this was the large business done by Fregoli” p. 520)  

Fregoli’s: Chicago, 19-24 Oct 1896, Cincinnati, 26-31 Oct. (NYC, 24 Oct 1896, 
p. 534) 

Grand Opera House, Cincinnati, Ohio: "Fregoli will arrive Oct. 26, for a brief 
sojourn of five days, closing 30 to go to New Orleans for a final engagement prior 
to his invasion of South America." (NYC, 31 Oct 1896, p. 553). According to p. 
550, the Cincinnati engagement was for 26-31 Oct. 
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Fregoli, New Orleans, LA, 2-7 1896 (NYC, 7 Nov 1896, p. 566) 

Albaugh's Lyceum. Baltimore, Maryland. The season opened auspiciously 9 [Nov 
1896], when Fregoli was seen here for the first time in his novel entertainment. 
(NYC, 14 Nov 1896, p. 587) 

Leopoldo Fregoli (NYC, 21Nov 1896): Fregoli, Albaugh's Lyceum Theatre, 
Baltimore, Maryland, made a wonderful hit week ending 14 (p. 598). Fregoli is 
announced or week of 30 Nov 1896, the Auditorium, Philadelphia (p. 600). 
Albaugh's Lafayette Square Theatre, Washington, DC: This week we have Fregoli 
for the first time, and curiosity is on tiptoe, insuring excellent patronage (p. 601). 

Albaugh’s Lafayette Square Opera, Washington, D.C., had Fregoli, assisted by 
the [illegible] and Press Eldridge, a combination which made a very unique 
entertainment, and business was fair. (NYC, 28 Nov 1896, p. 614). Press 
Eldridge, who closed Nov. 21 with Fregoli, at Washington, D.C., has opened on 
the Keith circuit (p. 615)  

Frenchman, Ben. Ben Frenchman, ventriloquist, New York. Harlem Museum, 13 Oct-8 
Nov 1890, 12-17 Jan 1891; Worth's (Family) Museum, 8-13 Jun 1891 (Odell 14) 

Frickell, Junius. Magician and ventriloquist, with Punch and Judy, wishes engagement 
with sideshow or reliable med. Co. Salary low. Address Prof. Junius Frickell. 967 Park 
Avenue, New York. (NYC, 4 May 1895, p. 141) 

Gaby, Bessie: Female (Laurie, p. 116) 

Gallagher, ventriloquist 

Mr. Gallagher, the world-renowned, in amusing scenes in ventriloquism. St. 
Nicholas Exhibition Rooms, No. 495 Broadway (NYT, 27 May 1854, p. 5; Also 
ads 20 May 1854, p. 5; 26 May, p. 5; 27 May, p. 5. 

Gambling, John: Came from Cambridge, England. Started vent in 1881 as assistant to 
the then famous Signor Bosco (Burns 105) 

Gillispie, Prof D.H. 

Prof. Gillispie and his talking figures, museum, Shedman Bros.' Kuno Drom. 
(NYC, 1 Apr 1893, p. 68) 

At Liberty, Magician, Ventriloquist, Punch and Judy Manipulator: makes side 
show openings and announcements. A1 side show hustler; salary reasonable. D.H. 
Gillispie, Glen Roy. O (NYC, 11 Aug 1894, p. 364) 
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“Prof. Gillespie [sic] in his feats of ventriloquism proved a capable entertainer” as 
part of Dr. Buckey’s educational entertainment in Rockford, Illinois (Rockford 
Star, 3 May 1895, quoted in Waterloo Daily Courier [Waterloo, Iowa], 23 May 
1895, p. 8). See Buckey.  

At  Liberty, Ventriloquist, Magician and Punch and Judy Manipulator, Makes 
strong openings and announcements. A1 side show hustler. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Address Prof. D.H. Gillispie, Henderson, Kentucky. (NYC, 8 Jun 
1895, p. 220) 

D.H. Gillispie, ventriloquist, Great John Robinson & Franklin Brothers' Sideshow 
(NYC, 18 Apr 1896, p. 102) 

Glenfield, George, ventriloquist 

Glenfield, ventriloquist, Grand Street Museum, 11-16 Mar 1889 (Odell 14, p. 
134). 

Professor Glenfield’s Happy Family, Gaiety Museum, New York, 10-15 Mar 
1890 (Odell 14, p. 402). 

George R. [sic] Glenfield, Gaiety Museum, New York, 14-19 Apr 1890 (Odell 14, 
p. 403).  

Professor Glenfield, Worth’s Palace Museum, 21-26 Apr 1890 (Odell 14, p. 389).  

Professor Glenfield, Huber and Gebhardt’s Casino, Brooklyn, 15-20 Dec 1890 
(Odell 14, p. 741). 

Professor Glenfield, Atlantic Garden, New York, 8 Mar 1891 (Odell 14, p. 606).  

Professor Glenfield, humorist, Atlantic Garten, New York, 24-29 Oct 1892 (Odell 
15, p. 385). 

George Glenfield, Harlem Museum, 8-13 May 1893 (Odell 15, p. 460). 

S. Publiones, Proprietor and Director of Theatrical Combinations and Circus 
Companies in Havana, Cuba, and Central America, left the city of New York on 
the 30th of October, by the Spanish Transatlantic Mail Steamer Panama, with two 
different companies, one of Varieties Combination for the Grand Opera House of 
Tacon, in Havana, and the other for a circus. The following are some of the artists 
engaged: [….] Mr. M. [sic] Glenfield, Ventriloquist [….] (display ad, with more 
details, NYC, 4 Nov 1893, p. 569). 

George B. [sic] Glenfield, Harlem Museum, 11-16 Dec 1893 (Odell 15, p. 743). 
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Professor Glenfield, Proctor’s 23rd Street Theatre, New York, 7-12 May 1894 
(Odell 15, p. 700). 

George Glenfield, ventriloquist, Central Opera House Music Hall, New York, 21-
26 May 1894 (Odell 15, p. 711).  

George Glenfield, ventriloquist, Central Opera House Music Hall, New York, 21-
26 May 1894 (Odell 15, p. 711).  

George Glenfield, Atlantic Garten, New York, 18-23 Jun 1894 (Odell 15, p. 650). 

Glenfield, ventriloquist, Eden Musée, Paterson, NJ, week of 8 Oct 1894 (NYC, 13 
Oct 1894, p. 504). 

Prof. Glenfield, ventriloquist, Proctor’s Theatre, New York, week of 9 Dec 1895 
(NYC, 14 Dec 1895, p. 648) 

Prof. Glenfield, ventriloquist, Proctor's Theatre, New York, week of 30 Mar 1896 
(NYC, 4 Apr 1896, p. 70) 

Prof. Glenfield, Keith's New Theatre, Boston, for the current week (NYC, 26 Sep 
1896, p. 473)      

Glenfield, a ventriloquist, Huber’s Palace Museum, New York, 23Nov 1896 
(NYC, 28 Nov 1896, p. 618)                                                                                     

 

Gordon, F.  

Prof. F. Gordon, ventriloquist and magician, Gordon's Novelty Co. and Brooklyn 
Medicine Co., combined, Prof. F. Gordon, manager (NYC, 13 Jun 1896, p. 232).  

Roster and notes of Gordon Novelty and Brooklyn Medicine Co. "We are now at 
Beverly, working to good business. Our next stop will be at Riverside." Roster 
included Prof. Gordon, magician and ventriloquist.  "Prof. Gordon has purchased 
an elegant chariot and team of horses for our billing department." (NYC, 18 Jul 
1896, p. 309) 

"The Gordon Novelty Co. is now at Riverside and working to reported good 
business. Roster: Prof. Gordon, magician and ventriloquist; Johnson and Penson, 
musical act; Mrs. Mattie Moore, banjo soloist; the Moores, sketch team; Dr. 
Harding, medical lecturer and tooth; Harry Frye, advertising agent; Henry 
Cartwright, chief cook." (NYC, 25 Jul 1896, p. 325) 

Gorman, Prof. M.J., ventriloquist 
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Professor M.J. Gorman, ventriloquist, Harry Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, Aug 1881 
(Odell 11, p. 351). 

Professor Gorman, “king of ventriloquists,” Novelty Theatre (Bower Garden), 22 
Aug-3 Sep 1881 (Odell 11, p. 339).  

Professor Gormon [sic] with his wooden-headed family, Miner's Theatre, 
Bowery, New York, Jun 1886. (Odell 13, p. 107). I.e. M.J. Gorman? 

Prof. Gordon, ventriloquist and magician, Gordon Novelty Co., now at Pemberton 
(NYC, 22 Aug 1896, p. 392)  

Grey Vernon, ventriloquist 

A tall streamer for the Prince of Wales Theatre, Birkenhead, featuring the special 
engagement of “Prof. Jennion’s Marvelous Marionettes,” the week of 2 May, 1887. 10” 
x 30”; printed in red and black; a few very minor nicks to right margin; original posting 
holes near head; very good and bright. $175. A good deal of the upper half of the 
broadside is taken up with heralding and describing the puppet entertainment. Other 
performers were the ventriloquist Vernon Grey and the comic vocalists George Voles 
and N.C. Bostock. “Popular prices to suit the times.” (Dramatis Personae catalogue, 
2009) 

Vernon Grey, “England’s greatest ventriloquist,”  Tony Pastor’s,  New York, 29 
Oct-3 Nov 1888 (Odell 14, p. 109). 

Vernon Gray [sic], ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York (NYC, l16 Jun 
1894, p. 230). 

Griffin, Charles E. Magician and ventriloquist, sideshow manager. Robert Hunting’s, 
1885-92; New York Museum, February 1887; Charles E. Griffin’s Bohemian Glass 
Blowers and Wizard’s Annex, winter 1889. Wrote Four Years in Europe with Buffalo 
Bill. Wife was professionally known as Olivia (Slout 1998, p. 116). Charles Eldridge 
Griffith (Albano 2008, p. 25, with portraits) 

Titusville, PA. Professor Charles E. Griffin's troupe of Bohemian glassblowers: 
week's engagement at Armory Hall, Titusville, PA, beginning 20 Jan 1890; 
previously had had a week's engagement at City Hall, New Castle. "Professor 
Griffin in his line as an illusionist, ventriloquist and fire king was fine and received 
applause." The show also included Punch and Judy. Admission 10 cents. ("The 
Glass Blowers." Titusville Morning Herald (Titusville, PA), 17 Jan 1890, p. 4. 
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"Ventriloquism by Mail in 3 Lessons. Imitations, Talking Hand, Modern 
Ventriloquism, the Distant Voice and three new dialogues. Price, $1.00. Chas. E. 
Griffin, Publisher, Suffern, N.Y." (NYC, 21 Mar 1896, p. 42) 

Magicians, Ventriloquists, Fire Kings, Sword Swallowers, Second Sight People and 
Punch Men, do you want a book to sell? The Showman's Book of Wonders is the 
best seller ever offered, 20 pages, 7x11m $1 per hundred. Sample by mail, 6 cts. 
CHAS. E. GRIFFIN, Publisher, Suffern, N.Y. (NYC, 3 Oct 1896, p. 498) 

Hackney, Prof. Clem  

Prof. Clem Hackney, magician and ventriloquist, on roster or Hot Springs 
Medicine Co., still touring Maryland, this making their fifth month in the state 
(NYC, 3 Mar 1894, p. 835). 

Prof. Clem Hackney, on roster of Hot Springs Medicine and Concert Co. (NYC, 
26 May 1894, p. 79). 

Prof. Clem Hackney, magician and ventriloquist, on roster of Hot Springs 
Medicine Co., touring Maryland to good business. This is our tenth month in the 
state (NYC Clipper, 23 Jun 1894, p. 242).  

Prof. Clem Hackney, magician and ventriloquist, Hot Springs Medicine and 
Concert Co., Touring Maryland; business is reported to be good (NYC, 8 Sep 
1894, p. 423). 

Hot Springs Medicine Co. report that after a successful season of sixty-six weeks 
without a lay off, they closed at Palmyra, Pa., to reopen after the holidays….The 
members of the company visit their respective homes….Prof. Clem Hackney to 
Georgia (NYC, 29 Dec 1894, p. 687).  

Prof. Clem Hackney, magician and ventriloquist. Gypsy Remedy Co. We are 
touring Missouri to big business. Prof. Hackney is practicing a new ventriloquial 
act. Gypsy Remedy Co. We are touring Missouri to big business. (NYC, 9 Feb 
1895, p. 790)  

Prof. Clem Hackney, ventriloquist and magician, Turner Shaker Medicine Co No 
11, playing in Crawford's Opera House, Topeka, Kan, and to remain another 
week. Clem Hackney is business manager, and nothing remains towards making 
our show a grand success. (NYC, 4 May 1895, p. 131) 

Clem Hackney, magician and ventriloquist, Marcham’s Concert and Comedy 
Company, now touring Ohio, Kentucky and West Virginia. The show also 
included Prof. Hackney’s marionettes (NYC, 21 Mar 1896, p. 39).  
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Harrington. 

The Great Harrington, Ventriloquist, This week, Casto Theatre, Fall River and 
Lawrence. March 11 and 18 open; March 25, Tony Pastor’s (NYC, 23 Feb 1901, 
p. 1156) 

Harrington, ventriloquist, 1830s, 1840s 

Harrington began a visit ventriloquial and clever-handed, Peale’s Museum, New 
York, 17 Oct-25 Nov 1833 (Odell 3, p. 695). 

Harrington, the ventriloquial Bostonian of old, Peale’s Museum, 1 Jun 1834 
(Odell 4, p. 42). 

Harrington, ventriloquist, 17 Apr 1838, American Museum, New York (Odell 4, 
p. 256). 

Harrington, ventriloquist and magician, beginning 14 Mar1842, American 
Museum, New York (Odell 4, p. 584).  

Harrington, “the great Magician and Ventriloquist, Barnum’s American Museum, 
New York, 8 Sep 1842 (Odell 4, p. 666). 

Harrington, ventriloquist and magician, Peale’s New York Museum, 19 Sep 1842 
(Odell 4, p. 670). 

Harrington, ventriloquist and magician, Barnum’s American Museum, Jun 1843 
(Odell 4, p. 669). 

Harrington, ventriloquist and performer of legerdemain, Chatham Theatre, New 
York, 16 Jan 1843 (Odell 5, p. 198). 

Harrington, the necromancer, Vauxhall Gardens, New York, 13 Jul 1846 (Odell 5, 
p. 244). 

Harrington’s Sacred Dioramas of the Creation and the Deluge, Panorama Hall, 
598 Broadway, New York, Sep 1848 (Odell 5, p. 499). Not the ventriloquist? 

Mr. Harrington, Market Hall, 8 and 9 Jan 1849. “The  Greatest Ventriloquist in 
the World.” (newspaper ad reproduced in Albano 2008, p. 17) 

Harrington, ventriloquist, 1890s 
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Harrington, a ventriloquist, Globe Dime Museum, Chicago (NYC, 23 Jun 1894, p. 
242). 

Harrington, a ventriloquist, Clark Street Dime Museum, Chicago (NYC, 30 Jun 
1894, p. 263). 

Harrington's Magic, Kohl & Middleton's Dime Museum, Minneapolis, Minn, 17-
22 Jun. (NYC, 22 Jun 1895, p. 245). Ventriloquist? 

Harrington, Frank, magic and ventriloquism 

Frank Harrington, magic and ventriloquism, Oregon Indian Medicine Co., No. 7 
(NYC, 17 Oct 1896, p. 527) 

Frank Herrington [sic], magician, Chippewa Indian Medicine Co., No. 17. "The 
company is doing good and receives the CLIPPER every Sunday." (NYC, 2 Jan 
1897, p. 705) 

Harrington, J.C. (ventriloquist?) 

J.C. Harrington, Gayety, Brooklyn, week of 17 Dec 1894 (NYC, 22 Dec 1894, p. 
670). 

J.C. Harrington, Tony Pastor’s, New York (NYC, 29 Dec 1894, p. 686). 

J.C. Harrington, monologist, Tony Pastor's, New York, week of 2 Mar 1896 
(NYC, 78 Mar 1896, p. 6) 

Harrington, J.W. Not a ventriloquist? 

J.W. Harrington, New Grand Theatre, Boston (NYC 6 Feb 1897, p. 782) 

J.W. Harrington, in a monologue, Proctor’s Theatre, New York, (NYC, 18 Feb 
1901, p. 1148) 

Harrington, John, the American Magician and Ventriloquist, Barnum’s Museum, New 
York, 19 Jun 1848 (Odell 5, p. 390)  

Harrington, Jonathan. American ventriloquist. (Vox, p. 54). Jonathan Harrington, 
1809-1881. The next American-born ventriloquist after Potter to become famous (Burns 
101-103). Born in Boston. “The Greatest Ventriloquist in America.” First performance 
1826. At first used automatons. Performed 2 hours of hilarity. 1862 signed with Barnum 
(Albano 2008, p. 17, with portrait)  

Harris, Prof. 
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The New York Dime Museum opened its season at Worcester, MA, to good 
houses all last week. Attractions included Prof. Harris, with talking figures (NYC, 
31 Oct 1896, p. 555) 

Hart, Prof.  

Prof. Hart, Music Hall, Buffalo, New York. Participated in a benefit 31 Dec 1893 
for Michael Shea (NYC, 6 Jan 1894, p. 706). 

Prof. Hart, Wonderland Museum and Theatre, week of 18 Mar 1895 (NYC, 23 
Mar 1895, p. 35) 

Hart, Prof., and Mlle Bessie.  They appear frequently in the 1890s. Perhaps this Prof. 
Hart was different from the ventriloquist.  

Hart, Prof. Henry, ventriloquist, Law and Kingsley’s Fun Makers; the show opens 10 
Sep and is booked through the middle and eastern states (NYC, 12 Sep 1896, p. 438) 

Hart, Prof. J.S.  (See Harto) 

For sale. Two ventriloquial figures, Irish and Negro head. Eye and arm 
movements. Price $10. Address Prof. J.S. Hart, Hancock, Iowa (NYC, 23 Dec 
1893, p. 683).  

Prof. J.S. Hart, illusionist and ventriloquist, has been engaged as one of the 
special features for the side shows with Sells & Renfrow’s Millionaire Shows, 
under the management of B.L. Bowman, for the season of 1894 (NYC, 10 Feb 
1894, p. 787).  

Hart, Signor, magician, White’s London Dime Musee, Chicago, this week (NYC, 3 Oct 
1896, p. 489. Ventriloquist?  

Hartley, Charles, ventriloquist. Charles Hartley, ventriloquist, formerly of this city, with 
a specialty company, Scranton, Pa., Academy of Music, 22 Nov 1894. (NYC, 24 Nov 
1894, p. 605).  

Harto 

Notes and roster of the side show of the New Great Syndicate Circus and Paris 
Hippodrome.--B.L. Bowman and Wm. Young, proprietors and managers. We 
have one of the largest annexes in America. We carry an 80ft. Round top, with a 
40ft. Middle piece, with 24 double decked paintings. The roster included James S. 
Harto, lecturer, ventriloquist and general director …, Estella (Mrs. Young), 
performing birds… Prof. W. Young, magic and Punch and Judy. (NYC, 3 Aug 
1895, p. 341) 
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"Wanted, A1 Magician,That is a good Ventriloquist. Would like to hear from Jim 
Harto. None but A1 people need answer. Address SHAKER MEDICINE CO., 
Clinton, Iowai. N.B. Silence a polite negative." (NYC 6 Feb 1897, p. 788)  

Harvel, George W.  

George W.  Harvel: Worked with two Civil War soldiers, life-size, both one-
legged and using crutches (Laurie, p. 115) 

"Harvel, Lightning Change Ventriloquist" (two photographs, one showing the 
ventriloquist with leg amputated). "The above illustrates two scenes in the 
ventriloquial novelty recently introduced by George W. Harvel, of Washington 
D.C., and with which he intends to enter vaudeville. The time consumed in 
making entire change of costume and removal of leg is five seconds, and is 
pronounced to be one of the best finishes ever attempted in a ventriloquial act. 
Mr. Harvel for the past three years has been a society entertainer of the national 
capital, his last engagement on the road having been with the Eureka Comedy 
Company, in 1899."  (NYC, 28 Mar 1903, p. 111) 

Hawthorne, Hilda.  Female. One of the best (Laurie, p. 116) 

Hayes, George 

Display Ad: "At Liberty, for REPERTOIRE CO., SPECIALTY SHOW or 
MEDICINE CO., PROF. GEO. HAYES, Magician, Ventriloquist, Punch and 
Judy, Irish and Black Face Songs and Dances, Banjo and Tambo Solos, Speech, 
Comedy Acts, etc. Also MADAM HAYES, Mind Reader and Sketch Artist. All 
A1 turns. Good wardrobe and apparatus, up to the times. N.B.--Our mind reading 
is a feature for any show, and keeps them guessing. Address HOTEL OXFORD, 
Haverhilll, Mass." 

Hays, Court H., ventriloquist 

Court H. Hays, ventriloquist, Umatilla Indian Medicine Co., No. 26 (NYC, 15 Jul 
1893, p. 296). 

Court H. Hays, ventriloquist, closed with the Dr. Howard Curtis Concert Co. in 
Danville, Ill, Dec. 9, to join the Cummings Bros.’ Co. in Galveston, Tex., 16 
(NYC, 27 Dec 1893, p. 672).  

Heath, Phil. 

Heath, Phil, ventriloquist and magician. Permanent address, Adamsford, Del. Co., 
Pa. (NYC, 22 Sep 1894, p. 464)  
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Heath, ventriloquist, curio hall, Ninth and Arch Museum, Philadelphia, this week 
(NYC, 19 Dec 1896, p. 666)   

Henderson, Prof. 

Prof. Henderson, magical tricks, ventriloquism, and Punch and Judy at New 
Brighton Tennis Club kirmess, NY (NYT, 21 May 1886, p. 8). 

Prof. Henderson, children’s show consisting of magic, ventriloquism, and Punch 
and Judy shows, at Staten Island Kirmess (NYT, 8 May 1887, p. 3).  

Henderson, William. Wm. Henderson’s Temple of Wonders and All Feature Show. 
Wm. Henderson, magician, ventriloquist and comedian, is making a hit in his new 
specialties (NYC, 8 Sep 1894, p. 422).  

Henry, H.E. 

H.E. Henry, ventriloquist and magician, side show with Reynolds’ World’s 
United Shows (NYC, 25 May 1895, p. 181) 

“Prof. H.E. Henry, a magician and ventriloquist, died Sept. 15, at the St. Elizabeth 
Hospital, Dayton, O. Mr. Henry was forty-two years of age, and had been in the show 
business for many years. He had been connected with some of the leading circuses, and 
was also with Gus Lambrigger’s Zoological Exhibit, but for the past four years he had 
devoted his time to the dramatic line of business. Last season he and his wife were 
members of the Maud Henderson Stock Co., and before his death he had partly 
completed arrangements for a joint engagement with the Middleton Stock Co. for the 
present season.  Mr. Henry had not been well since last May, and had been in the 
hospital about eight weeks at the time of his death. He leaves a widow and a daughter 
three years old. The remains were taken to Tecumseh, Mich., and interred beside those 
of his little son, who died Aug. 29.” (NYC, 3 Oct 1903, p. 760) 

Henry, Prof. Prof. Henry, an itinerant vocalist, ventriloquist, and sleight-of-hand man, 
well known throughout the coke region, fell on the icy pavement in Connelsville, Penn., 
this morning [13 Jan 1888] and broke his neck. He leaves a family in almost destitute 
circumstances. (NYT, 14 Jan 1888, p. 5) 

Henry, Sir. Sir Henry, ventriloquist, Frank Howard's Congress of Wonders and Sir 
Henry's Merry Makers (NYC, 20 Oct 1894, p. 524).  

Hercat  

Ads and notices re Hercat. The New York Times, 2, 8, 16, 30 May 1887, p. 7; 8, 9, 
10 Jun 1887, p. 7: Ventriloquist Hercat at the Old London, New York, 1887. 
Great Hercat's marvelous entertainment (30 May 1887, p. 7). Hercat, emperor of 
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magicians and ventriloquist, in his great act, "Escamotage d'une personne vivante" 
(June 1887). Hercat, the distinguished escamoteur and ventriloquist in his 
marvelous entertainment of Mirth and Mystery (8, 15, 16 May). 

Thercat [sic], the well known ventriloquist, assumed the management of the Old 
London Street yesterday. He has been connected with the Crystal Palace in 
London and other European amusement enterprises and proposes to introduce 
more life into the precincts. Spelled Hercat in other references ("The New Amid 
the Old." The New York Times, 24 Apr 1887, p. 3).  

[Chater, R.D.] Hercat's Ventriloquist and Ventriloquial Dialogues. London: Dean 
& Sons, 1905 (Dramatis Personae catalogue, 1994) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Higgins, Prof.   

 

 
R. T. Rawson. Higgins, Ventriloqual Marvel and His Life Sized Figures, c. 1877. Pen and ink, 12” x 6 ½”; to a leaf 14 ½” x 8 1.8”. Design 

for a letterhead. Collection of R. Howard.  
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Prof. T.L. [sic] Higgins, wonder worker, ventriloquist, shadowgraphist, etc,  
Kickapoo Medicine Co. No. 35, under  the management of Profs. Bailey and 
Higgins (NTC, 13 Apr 1895, p. 87).  

Prof. F.L. [sic] Higgins, wonder worker, ventriloquist. Kickapoo Indian Medicine 
Co., No. 35, under the management of Bailey and Higgins. Opened their camping 
season in Galt, Ontario, 5 June 1895. (NYC, 15 Jun 1895, p.227) 

Kickapoo Co., No. 53, Dr. F.L. Higgins, manager and lecturer. Roster included 
Prof. Zolda, magician and ventriloquist; Higgins' Royal Marionettes; Bell's Punch 
and Judy Show ("Roster of Kickapoo Co., No. 53." New York Clipper, 28 Sep 
1895, p. 473) 

Hilton, Professor. A “Professor Hilton,” in 1868, advertised three singing and talking 
heads (Burns 115) 

Hines, T.A. 

T.A. Hines, ventriloquist and illusionist, has signed with A.C. Bauscher’s side 
show, Gollmar Brothers’ Circus (NYC, 16 Feb 1895, p. 795) 

Gollmar Brothers' Circus: side show people included Prof. Hines, ventriloquist 
and Punch; A.C. Bauscher, magician, Sadie Wray, serpent queen; Mrs. A.C. 
Bauscher, fire act. (NYC, 18 May 1895, p. 163) 

Gollmar Brothers' Great Circus, Menagerie and Arabian Horse Fair: Annex 
included  Prof. A.C. Bauscher and his wife (mind reading and magic) and Prof. 
Hines (ventriloquism and Punch). (NYC, 25 May 1895, p. 181) 

Gollmar Brother's' Circus: Prof. Hines closed last week and his place was filled 
by Frank Ross.  (NYC, 1 Jul 1895, p. 195) 

Hingsby, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman’s, 6-11 Apr, 1891 (Odell 14, p. 740) 

Holden, George, ventriloquist, Proctor’s Theatre, New York (NYT, 2 Sep 1894, p. 10) 

Houdini, Harry.  

Harry Houdini "confesses that his first stage business was the management of a 
'Punch and Judy' show, and he later became so adept in this that he was offered 
and accepted an engagement as a ventriloquist. A mind like Houdini's, with its 
multifarious cells of activity, was not to be bound by the limitations of any one 
calling, and hence this young man doubled his earnings by appearing also in the 
ring as a clown on the horizontal bars. Thus, he was at one time an acrobat, a 
ventriloquist and a 'Punch and Judy' manipulator." ("Thrilling Exploits of Diver 
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Who Defies Locks and Bars," Pittsburg Dispatch; rpt in Modesto News (Modesto, 
CA), 19 Dec 1911, p. 5) 

“He joined a small circus, and, being exceptionally 
bright, he soon learned to conduct the Punch and Judy 
show, to do a ventriloquial act, and also to play 
clown on the bars. It may be, too, that "he doubled in 
brass" or played in the band, though he has never said 
so.” ([Houdini, Harry.] The Adventurous Life of a Versatile Artist. Revised edition. 
New York: Audubon Printers, 1922.) (Houdini was with the Welsh Brothers Circus in 
1895) 

 

Howard: “The Howard moving picture show came to Graniers last Tuesday and Howard 
alone was the whole show, for he was ventriloquist, photographer, manipulator of the 
wooden man, the moving spirit, as well as the voice, of Punch, Judy, policeman, and 
devil, but he amused the crowd by swallowing (?) a newspaper and then drawing from his 
mouth yards of different colored ribbons. His sleight of hand tricks were quite transparent 
to a close observer.” (Pensacola, Florida, Journal, 16 Jul 1908, p. 2)  

Howard: Orpheum, Salt Lake City, week of 15 Dec 1912. "Although he was seen here 
last season, Howard, the ventriloquist, quickly won an enthusiastic response from the 
'first nighters' with his mannikins in his Scotch sketch, 'At the Doctor's.' The average 
ventriloquistic performance usually savors so much of the time-worn 'Punch and Judy' 
that it fails to attract the attention of  'grown-ups.' But Howard is no average ventriloquist. 
So realistic are the pranks and chatter of his two Scotch boys that one almost forgets the 
clever performer who makes them realistic. And at times it is difficult not to believe that 
all three 'performers' are talking at once. After the painful and equally laughable 
extraction of a tooth is performed by 'Doctor' Howard, he brings one of his mannikins 
into the audience and permits that young fellow to exchange some exceedingly clever 
patter with the audience. The act is easily one of the best of the bill." ("Amusements," 
Salt Lake Tribune, 16 Dec 1912, p. 9) 

Howard, the Great. From Scotland (Laurie, p. 114) 

Howard, Fred. Good (Laurie, p. 114) 

Hudson, Mabel. Female (Laurie, p. 116) 

Hussey. George W. Hussey did dialects (Laurie, p. 114).  

Major Hussey, the ventriloquist and lecturer, joined Welsh Bros.' Shows, June 24 
(NYC, 6 Jun1895, p. 277) 
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Worth's Museum, New York. "Herr Hussey furnishes his share of merriment with 
his ventriloquial powers." (NYC, 2 Nov 1895, p. 552)  

George Hussey, ventriloquist, Proctor's Theatre, New York, week of 27 Apr 1896 
(NYC, 2 May 1896) 

George Hussey, ventriloquist, Chappen Medicine Co., Dr. C.O. Spang, proprietor 
(NYC, 13 Jun 1896, p. 232) 

"3 [?] ventriloquial figures, $17; a marionette show, 10 figures, $15. Frank 
Hussey, 412 W. Twenty-ninth Street, N.Y. City." (NYC, 11 Jul 1896, p. 304) 

Igor 

Igor, the Irish ventriloquist, in the curio hall, White’s London Dime Museum, 
Chicago (NYC, 9 Jan 1897, p. 713) 

Jacobs. Mr. Jacobs, the “Justly Celebrated Royal Ventriloquist,” appeared in the Boston 
area 1841 (Burns 105; includes a playbill). Performed in the style set by Vattemare 
(Albano 2008, p. 16) 

James, ventriloquist 

Harry James, ventriloquist, Turner Shaker Medicine Co., No. 26, touring Missouri 
to good business (NYC, 9 Mar 1895, p. 7).  

Prof. James, ventriloquist, Turner Shaker Medicine Party, No. 26 (NYC, 23 Mar 
1895, p. 39) 

Jeffries, Prof. A.J.  

Prof. A.J. Jeffries, magician, ventriloquist and spiritualistic medium, Kickapoo 
Indian Medicine Co. No. 17. (NYC, 10 Aug 1895, p. 355). 

The celebrated ventriloquist and mimic A.J. Jeffries, Trenton Museum, Trenton, 
New Jersey, week of 9 Sep 1895 (Trenton Evening Times,” 9 Sep 1895, p. 4).  

Jester, G.W.  Anglo-French ventriloquist. Vox 67 . Billed as “The Man With the Talking 
Hand. Once challenged Maccabe to a ventriloquist duel (Albano 2008, p. 20, with 
portrait).  

G.W. Jester, ventriloquist, Tammany Hall, New York, 4 Apr 1870 (Odell 8, p. 
547).  

The Talking Hand, by G.W. Jester, the celebrated ventriloquist from London.  
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Olympic Theatre, New York (NYT, 6 and 8 June 1870, p. 7).  

Jester, the ventriloquist, week of 11 Jul 1870, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York  
(Odell 8, p. 644) 

Jester, 29 Aug 1870, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York (Odell 8, p. 645). 

Jester’s Talking Hand, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York, 25 Sep 1871 (Odell 9, 
p. 198). 

Mr. G.W. Jester, the premiere ventriloquist of the day. Bowery Theatre, New 
York (NYC, 23, 25 Feb 1873, p. 7). Jester, the ventriloquist, Bowery Theatre, 
New York, 17 Feb 1873 (Odell 9, p. 290).  

Jester, ventriloquist, National Theatre, New York, Sep 1883 (Odell 12, p. 312). 

 

G.W. Jester. Odell 12, opposite p. 140 

 

Jester, Hyde and Behman’s, Brooklyn, Dec 1883 (Odell 12, p. 373). 

Jester, ventriloquist, National Theatre, New York, Mar 1884 (Odell 13, p. 315). 
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Jester, venriloquist,, Tony Pastor's Theatre, New York, 16 Sep 1895. Singing is 
the best part of his act. (NYC, 21 Sep 1895, p. 454) 

Jester, ventriloquist, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, New York, 7 Oct 1895 (NYC, 
12 Oct 1895, p. 504) 

Jester, an Irish ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman's, New York, this week (NYC, 9 
Nov1895, p. 568) 

Johns, Prof. Andy: magician, ventriloquist, comedian, and author (Albano 2008, p. 23, 
with portraits) 

Johnson, Mable. Female. Used a “highly cultured” Boston dummy (Laurie, p. 116) 

 

 

 

Judd, W.J. 

W.J. Judd, No. 98 John Street, New York, in a booklet titled Punch and Judy: The Original 
& Only Punch & Judy Direct from London, c. 1880, published “Dialogue for a Pair of 
Ventriloquial Champions,” and offered for sale ventriloquists’ figures and books on 
ventriloquism. In the dialogue, the figures Joey and Freddy refer to the ventriloquist as 
“Mr. Valentine.”  
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Punch and Judy, c. 1880, p. 72 
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Punch and Judy, c. 1800, p. 80 

 

 

Kanataka, Mons., magician and ventriloquist, Forrester & Alford’s Vaudeville 
Extravaganza Co (NYC, 9 Feb 1895, p. 789) 

Karn, Prof. J.C.  

Prof. J.C. Karn, magician, ventriloquist and vocalist, with an entirely new outfit. 
Kickapoo Indian Medicine Co., No. 11. The company is touring southern 
Minnesota under canvas and doing good business (NYC, 2 Jun 1894, p. 194). 
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Prof. J.C. Karn, magician, fire king and comedian. Kickapoo Indian Medicine 
Co., No. 11. The company are touring southern Minnesota and report good 
business (NYC, 11 Aug 1894, p. 355).  

Karo, ventriloquist. R.J. Diegle’s Crystal Palace Oriental Museum, opening season 24 
May 1894 at Marion, Ohio, as the annex of the Elks’ Circus Carnival (NYC, 2 Jun 1894, 
p. 194).  

Kayne, Prof. J.M., ventriloquist, Frank Hall’s Casino, Chicago (NYC, 15 Jun 1895,p. 
226) 

 Kennedy, Harry. Harry Kennedy (William Henry Kennedy, c. 1855-1894) was born in 
Manchester, England, where he entertained his schoolmates with his abilities as a 
ventriloquist. Thanks to the obituaries published by the New York Clipper, the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle, and the New York Times (see the entries of 1894), we have more details 
about his life than is the case with most nineteenth-century ventriloquists. After brief 
stints as a school teacher and seaman, he settled in Montreal in 1871 and started giving 
performances as a ventriloquist. He first performed in New York in 1874, at the Theatre 
Comique, and his shows with his dummies Pete, Joe, John, and Sarah soon became a 
staple of the variety theaters of New York and Brooklyn. He also toured with several 
companies, including that of Tony Pastor. He made his home in Brooklyn, where he 
became a well known and popular personality. He was also a prolific composer of 
popular songs, which he published through his own firm, the Kennedy Publishing 
Company. In 1890 he tried his hand as a theater manager, leasing an older theater on 8th 
Street in New York and opening it as Harry Kennedy’s Theater. He abandoned this after 
one season, and opened a smaller theater, the Alhambra, at Coney Island. He apparently 
had more success as a saloon keeper, in the basement of 389 Fulton Street. He was 
married twice, both of his wives dying at a young age; he had five surviving children. His 
eldest daughter, Maud, was a talented soprano. Harry Kennedy died of Bright’s disease, 
at age thirty-nine.  
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Harry Kennedy (Odell 10, opposite p. 264) 

Harry Kennedy, Theatre Comique, New York, 14 Dec 1874 (Odell 9, p. 600). 

1875 a re7viewer re Harry Kennedy: “The excellence of his ventriloquism which 
has never been excelled if equaled.” Kennedy performed at Barnum’s American 
Museum and used both knee figures and bust type figures on stands (Burns  p. 
115). 
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“Opinions of the Press.” 1875 reviews reprinted in How to Become a 
Ventriloquist, 1880 
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Harry Kennedy, Park Theatre, Brooklyn, Mar 1875 (Odell 9, p. 627).  

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Park Theatre, Brooklyn (BDE, 15 Mar 1875, p. 3).  

First Week of America’s Ventriloquist, Harry Kennedy, New Park Theatre, 
Brooklyn (BDE, 15 Mar 1875, p. 1).  

The Celebrated Humorist and Ventriloquist Harry Kennedy, New Park Theatre, 
Brooklyn (BDE, 18 Mar 1875, p. 1).  

Grand Reception of the Greatest Ventriloquist, MR. HARRY KENNEDY. MR. 
HARRY KENNEDY. MR. HARRY KENNEDY, New Park Theatre, Brooklyn 
(BDE, 24 Mar 1875, p. 1).  

Grand Reception of the Famous Versatile Ventriloquist, Mr. HARRY 
KENNEDY, New Park Theatre, Brooklyn (BDE, 25 Mar 1875, p. 1).  
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Opening of the season at the New Park Theatre: As an illustration of the powers 
of ventriloquism we are to have the rising rival of Mr. [Alexander] Davis in Mr. 
Harry Kennedy with his speaking mummies [sic] and witty dialogue (BDE, 21 
Aug 1875, p. 2).  

The Wonderful Young Ventriloquist, MR. HARRY KENNEDY. MR. HARRY 
KENNEDY. MR. HARRY KENNEDY. MR. HARRY KENNEDY. New Park 
Theatre (BDE, 21 Aug 1875, p. 1).   

New Park Theatre, Brooklyn: A new ventriloquist, in the person of Mr. Harry 
Kennedy (BDE, 23 Aug 1875, p. 3). 

 Harry Kennedy, New Park Theatre (BDE, 28 Aug 1875, p. 1).  

1876 married first wife, Sep 1876 (“Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy’s Wooden Wedding.” 
(BDE, 10 Sep 1881, p. 4). Harry Kennedy, New Park Theatre. Brooklyn (BDE, 25 
Nov 1876, p. 1). Harry Kennedy, Park Theatre, Brooklyn (BDE, 27 Nov 1876, p. 
4).  

The Wonderful and Accomplished Ventriloquist, HARRY KENNEDY. HARRY 
KENNEDY. HARRY KENNEDY. HARRY KENNEDY. HARRY KENNEDY 
((BDE, 28 Nov 1876, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy, Eagle Theatre, week of 4 Dec 1876 (Odell 10, p. 260). 

Harry Kennedy, Theatre Comique, New York, 5 Mar 1877 (Odell 10, p. 265).  

Harry Kennedy, Park Theatre, Brooklyn, 4-9 Jun 1877 (Odell 10, p. 322).  

Park Theatre: Harry Kennedy, the well known ventriloquist (BDE, 3 Jun 1877, p. 
2).  

New Park Theatre: Harry Kennedy (BDE, 3 Jun 1877, p. 1).  

Park Theatre: Harry Kennedy—one of the neatest of ventriloquists (BDE, 7 Jun 
1877, p. 3).  

Tony Pastor’s, New York: Harry Kennedy, and the Daly Brothers will appear at 
Tony Pastor’s next week along with a little army of new and old favorites (BDE, 
25 Nov 1877, p. 3).  

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York, 17 Dec 1877 
(Odell 10, p. 453).  

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Park Theatre, Brooklyn, 7-12 Jan 1878 (Odell 10, 
p. 509).   
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New Park Theatre: the best of ventriloquists, Harry Kennedy, in his neat and 
original act with the speaking Midgets (BDE, 6 Jan 1878, p. 3).  

New Park Theatre: HARRY KENNEDY, With his Little Talking Figures (BDE, 8 
Jan 1878, p. 1).  

New Park Theatre: HARRY KENNEDY, HARRY KENNEDY (BDE, 11 Jan 
1878, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy, Eagle Theatre, week of 14 Jan 1878 (Odell 10, p. 446).  

Harry Kennedy, Volks Garden, Brooklyn (BDE, 20 Jan 18h78, p. 3).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde & Behman’s, 28 Jan-2 Feb 1878 (Odell 10, p. 524).  

Harry Kennedy, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York, 4 Feb 1878 (Odell 10, p. 454). 
Tony Pastor’s: the fine ventriloquist Harry Kennedy (BDE, 10 Feb 1878, p. 3).  

Although it will be many weeks before Pastor starts on his Summer trip, he has 
already secured many first class artists for his traveling company, 
including…Harry Kennedy (BDE, 24 Mar 1878, p. 2).  

Harry Kennedy, Grand Opera House, New York, week of 13 May 1878 (Odell 10, 
p. 394).  

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s, 21 Oct 1878 (Odell 10, p. 645).  

11 Jan 1879 Harry Kennedy called at Police Headquarters, said his mother was 
missing. General alarm was issued. Mary Kinsella Kennedy, age 46. For some 
years had been in an English Catholic convent. Very religious, sometimes slightly 
deranged on religious matters. About one month ago, her son brought her from 
England. Resided at 128 Duffield Street. Yesterday people in the house noticed 
she was acting strangely. She left the house. Unable to find her, hey telegraphed 
to Kennedy, who was in Washington. He came, arriving early this morning. So far 
nothing has been heard of her. Short, stout, wearing a gray mixed shawl, black 
dress, dark bonnet. Her left arm is much swollen (“Harry Kennedy, the 
Ventriloquist, is Searching for His Mother.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 11 Jan 1879, 
p. 4).  

Haverly’s Theatre, New York. “Mr. Harry Kennedy is an excellent ventriloquist, 
and produces some very laughable effects with his voice.” (NYT, 22 Apr 1879, p. 
4).  

Harry Kennedy, member of Haverly’s Mastodon Minstrels, Haverly’s Lyceum 
Theatre, New York, three weeks, May 1879 (Odell 10, p. 592).  
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Harry Kennedy, Park Theatre, Brooklyn, 12-24 May 1879 (Odell 10, p. 727).  

Brooklyn Park Theatre: after the finale of the first part of the show, came Mr. 
Harry Kennedy with his dummies. He was blacked up and therefore in greater 
peril of detection, but in spite of this fact succeeded in giving his entertainment 
without displaying any movement of the lips. Two seasons ago we ventured to 
pronounce Mr. Kennedy the vest ventriloquist on the stage. Since that time he has 
greatly improved, and now gives one of the most pleasing diversions one could 
desire for half an hour. New and bright dialogue, and new and startling effects 
have been felicitously introduced into his act. (BDE, 13 May 1879, p. 3).  

Brooklyn Park Theatre: HARRY KENNEDY In His Unequaled Ventriloquist 
Specialties (BDE, 22May 1879, p. 1).  

Benefit performance at Niblo’s Garden, 10 Dec 1879, for Patrick J. Lynch, a 
fireman hurt while saving lives. Included Harry Kennedy and other performers 
from Tony’s Pastor’s and other establishments. (NYT, 10 Dec 1879, p. 5).  

 

 

(Harry Kennedy. How to Become a Ventriloquist, 1880) 
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1880 began writing popular songs (“William Henry Kennedy.” The New York 
Clipper, 13 Jan 1894, p. 727). 

Harry Kennedy, San Francisco Minstrels, New York, opening 30 Aug 1880 
(Odell 11, p. 362). 

[Theatre?].Harry Kennedy, the well-known ventriloquist, seems a little out of the 
minstrel line, beginning on Jan 24, 1881. Bryant and Hoey were here from the 
31st. Salvini’s Backus’s Othello, A Hot Night in the City, Bryant and Hoey, Harry 
Kennedy and Harry Woodson in The Old Negro, constituted chief lure during the 
week of February 7th (Odell 11, p. 363). 

Harry Kennedy, the great ventriloquist, San Francisco Minstrels, New York 
(NYT, 28 Jan 1881, p. 7).  

Harry Kennedy, Grand Opera House, New York, benefit for the mother of Ella 
Mayo (recently deceased), 17 Feb 1881 (Odell 11, p. 276).  

Park Theatre, Brooklyn: Harry Kennedy, the remarkable ventriloquist comedian, 
with his families of dummies, Pete, Joe, John and Sarah, in new and original 
songs (BDE, 30 Aug 1881, p. 3).  

Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy’s Wooden Wedding: The wooden wedding, being the fifth 
anniversary of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kennedy, will take place at 
their residence, No. 118 Schermerhorn Street, next Monday evening, and they 
have announced the fact on wooden cards, which are thin enough to be 
transparent and take the printing ink as clearly as the best card board or paper. 
(“Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy’s Wooden Wedding.” (BDE, 10 Sep 1881, p. 4).  

Informal meeting of Elks, 22 Jan1882. Mr. Harry Kennedy occupied the chair 
(BDE, 23 Jan1882, p. 2).  

A sneak thief entered the residence of Mr. Harry Kennedy, at No. 118 
Schermerhorn Street, on Saturday afternoon, by means of a false key, and stole a 
sealskin dolman valued at $300. (“A Sneak Thief in Luck.” BDE, 20 Feb 1882, p. 
2). 

Lost and Found: Box is empty, the dolman gone; $100 reward, and no questions 
asked for the return of sealskin sacque taken from No. 118 Schemerhorn St., 
Brooklyn, Saturday, February 18. Address Harry Kennedy, San Francisco 
Minstrels, Twenty-ninth St., New York (BDE, 2 Mar 1882, p. 3).  
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Mr. Harry Kennedy has dedicated his latest song, “Little Mag and I,” to Colonel 
David T. Lynch, of the Hancock Legion, at whose reunion the pleasing 
production was sung with much effect. (BDE, 16 Apr 1882, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Grand Opera House, Brooklyn, benefit for manager 
Norton, 30 May 1882 (Odell 11, p. 621). Mr. Harry Kennedy will entertain the 
audience with an exhibition of ventriloquism (BDE, 28 May 1882, p. 5). Manager 
Norton, of the Grand Opera House, is to benefit by a performance at the Elm 
Place theater tonight—Mr. Harry Kennedy, will perform (BDE, 30 May 1882, p. 
3).  

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s, week of 17 Nov 1882 (Odell 12, p. 
91).  

Hyde & Behman’s Theater, 29 Jan 1883: Mr. Harry Kennedy gives some 
remarkably good exhibitions of ventriloquism (BDE, 30 Jan 1883, p. 3). 

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Hanson Baptist Church, Brooklyn, 16 May 1883 
(Odell 12, p. 189); BDE, 14 May 1883, p. 1). 

Mr. Harry Kennedy and family will soon depart for Chicago and then for the 
Clement Springs, Michigan (BDE, 6 Jun 1883, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy was present at a lecture given by Kenward Philp, the well known 
journalist, at Haverly’s Theater, 28 Oct 1883 (BDE, 29 Oct 1883, p. 2).  

DIED. KENNEDY—In this city, on Tuesday evening, November 20, Nellie, 
beloved wife of Harry Kennedy, aged 26 years. Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to attend the funeral from her late residence, No. 157 Hoyt St, 
on Friday, November 123, at 9 A.M., thence to St. Paul’s Church, Court and 
Congress Sts, where a solemn requiem mass will be offered for the repose of her 
soul. Interment at Holy Cross Cemetery. (BDE, 22 Nov 1883, p. 3).  

MR. HARRY KENNEDY. First annual benefit in aid of the charity fund of 
Brooklyn Lodge No. 22, Haverly’s Brooklyn Theater, 14 Feb 1884   (BDE, 11 
Feb 1884, p. 1). Every seat in Haverly’s Theater was occupied yesterday 
afternoon, at matinee performance for the benefit of Brooklyn Lodge, No. 22, 
B.P.O. Elks [….] Harry Kennedy exhibited his ventriloquial powers (BDE, 15 
Feb 1884, p. 3).  

Meeting of Brooklyn Protective Liquor Association, 14 Mar 1884. Nearly 100 
liquor dealers were present. Mr. Harry Kennedy, the secretary of the Executive 
Committee, made a report (BDE, 15 Mar 1884, p. 1).  
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The saloon owned by Mr. Harry Kennedy, the ventriloquist, in the basement of 
No. 389 Fulton Street, was entered this morning by thieves, who effected an 
entrance by forcing open the window in Adams Street, and four boxes of cigars 
and $4.50 in money were stolen (BDE, 18 Mar 1884, p. 4).  

Anniversary banquet of Brooklyn Lodge, No. 22, B.P.O. Elks, 27 Apr 1884. 
Harry Kennedy was among those present (BDE, 28 Apr 1884, p. 2).  

Benefit for Henry Behman and James Hyde, of Hyde & Behman’s Theatre, 
Monday evening. Harry Kennedy took part in the performance (BDE, 31 May 
1884, p. 3). This was the closing performance of the season at the theater, 2 Jun 
1884 (BDE, 1 Jun 1884, p. 7).  

Mr. Harry Kennedy, the well known ventriloquist, and a residence of this city, has 
composed an overture to the Bartholdi statue, and contributed 100,000 copies of 
the same for the benefit of the Pedestal Fund (BDE, 24 Aug 1884, p. 2). I.e. the 
Statue of Liberty. 

Mr. Harry Kennedy, the well known ventriloquist, of this city, and Mr. Billy 
Birch have reorganized the San Francisco Minstrels, and will shortly start out on a 
starring tour. They will make their bow, it is said, to the good people of Orange, 
and help to drive away dull and expensive care engendered by the flighty actions 
of recent New Jersey bank cashiers and presidents, and, having succeeded in 
doing this, will visit Brooklyn. (BDE, 21 Sep 1884, p. 2). 

San Francisco Minstrels once more began at the New Park Theatre 9 Oct 1884 
and remained until 25 Oct. Included Harry Kennedy (Odell 12, p. 473). 

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, member of the new San Francisco Minstrels, of 
which Mr. Billy Birch is the head and front, New Park Theatre, first appearance 9 
Oct 1884 (NYT, 9 Oct 1884, p. 5).  

Performance of the new San Francisco Minstrels at the New Park Theatre last 
night included the excellent ventriloquial entertainment of Mr. Harry Kennedy, 
which delighted everybody. The new San Francisco Minstrels will remain at the 
new Park Theatre for two weeks (NYT, 10 Oct 1894, p. 4).  

Wind storm at Coney Island on Saturday night was destructive. In West Brighton, 
the iron elephant which stands as a sign on top of Harry Kennedy’s Alhambra was 
made to stand on its head and is now waving its legs in the air. Kennedy, while 
the storm was at its height, locked up his place and swore that that finished Coney 
Island for him that season. (BDE, 8 Dec 1884, p. 4).  
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Monthly reception of the Columbian Club, 14 Jan 1884. Harry Kennedy was 
among the guests (BDE, 15 Jan 1885, p. 2). 

Harry Kennedy, Miner’s 8th Ave. Theatre, Feb 1885 (Odell 12, p. 535).  

 Extra matinee, Hyde & Behman’s, 23 Feb 1885. Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, 
took part (BDE, 22 Feb 1885, p. 7).  

Brooklyn contingent will leave on Monday morning at 10 o’clock to attend the 
inauguration in 4 March 1885. Included Harry Kennedy (BDE, 28 Feb 1885, p. 
6).  I.e. inauguration of President Grover Cleveland. 

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Novelty Theatre, Williamsburgh, Apr 1885 (Odell 
12, p. 595). Harry Kennedy, the ventriloquist, Novelty Theater, 20 Apr 1885 
(BDE, 21 Apr 1885, p. 5).  

Benefit performance for Elks, 23 Apr 1885. Harry Kennedy disclosed his 
remarkable gift of ventriloquism (BDE, 24 Apr 1885, p. 5). 

Mr. Harry Kennedy, the well known ventriloquist, composer and song writer, has 
just added a new gem to the productions of his prolific brain. It is a sentimental 
song entitled “Grandma’s Vacant Chair,” and bids fair to rival in popularity his 
“Empty is the Cradle.” The new song is dedicated to Miss Mamie H. Menninger, 
Coroner Menninger’s daughter. It will be remembered that a copy of Mr. 
Kennedy’s national anthem, entitled Liberty, was placed in the corner stone of the 
Bartholdi statue at the time it was laid, and the anthem will be played at the 
unveiling ceremonies and sung by a chorus of twelve hundred voices. (BDE, 3 
May 1885, p. 13).  

Harry Kennedy has written a new song, “Sweet Angels, Smile on Me Now.” 
(BDE, 19 May 1885, p. 6).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, Jun 1885 (Odell 12, p. 578).  

Harry Kennedy, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 22-27 Sep 1885 (Odell 13, p. 106).  

Annual meeting of the Brooklyn Liquor Dealers’ Central Organization, 25 Sep 
1885. Harry Kennedy was corresponding secretary of the fourth ward. (BDE, 26 
Sep 1885, p. 1).   

Joseph Pulitzer, the proprietor and editor of the New York World, is sued for libel 
by Joseph Kennedy, father of the ventriloquist. During he past season, Joseph 
Kennedy kept a saloon at the West Eng, Coney Island, opposite the Sea Beach 
Hotel. He says that on 6 Sept the World published an article on the gathering 
places at the West End. Claims that the pictures published represent his place as a 
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resort of loose characters and to entrap and victimize strangers. Sues for $25,000. 
D.L. Lynch for the plaintiff. (“A Newspaper Sued.” BDE, 1 Oct 1885, p. 6).  

Charles G. Hall, commander of the Dakin Post, G.A.R., is completing 
arrangements with Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, for a concert for the benefit of 
the fife and drum corps of the post. (BDE, 5 Oct 1885, p. 5).  

Social session of the Elks, 18 Oct 1885. Harry Kennedy, the ventriloquist, in the 
chair. A dog’s barking disturbed Mr. Kennedy’s favorite recitation, causing angry 
comments, until it was discovered the barking was done by Kennedy himself 
(BDE, 19 Oct 1885, p. 6).  

Harry Kennedy was among the Elks who went to Philadelphia by a special train 
12 Nov to attend the funeral of the tragedian John McCullough. (BDE, 12 Nov 
1885, p. 4; 13 Nov 1885, p. 6).  

Harry Kennedy elected to the financial committee, Elks, Brooklyn Lodge, No. 22 
(BDE, 15 Nov 1885, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, Brooklyn, 23-28 Nov 1885 (Odell 13, p. 
163). Harry Kennedy, comedy ventriloquism, Hyde and Behman’s, this week 
(BDE, 22 Nov 1885, p. 5). 

Harry Kennedy, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 30 Nov-5 Dec 1885 (Odell 13, p. 102). 

Benefit  performance for Elks, Brooklyn Park Theater, Friday afternoon. Harry 
Kennedy took part. (BDE, 12 Jan 1885, p. 6; 13 Jan 1885, pp. 1, 4; 14 Jan 1885, 
p. 1; 16 Jan, p. 2).  A man walking in the street wearing an elk’s head over his 
head was stopped by the police and explained that he had been hired by Harry 
Kennedy to advertise the Elks’ benefit; he was dismissed with a warning. “Officer 
Burke’s Prisoner.” BDE, 15 Jan 1885, p. 4).  

Testimonial for Supervisor William L. Bennem, of the 20th Ward, 27 Jan 1885. 
Harry Kennedy gave a perfect imitation of a bulldog barking behind a fence. 
(BDE, 28 Jan 1885, p. 2).  

Harry Kennedy and Miss Maud Kennedy (his daughter) attended the Volunteer 
Firemen’s Ball, Academy of Music, 1 Feb 1886. (BDE, 2 Feb 1886, p. 12). 

Harry Kennedy attended the Emerald Ball at the Academy of Music. (BDE, 4 Feb 
1886, p. 2).  

Coroner’s Clerk John Mitchell, Jr. was given a diamond badge by friends in the 
undertaking fraternity. Brief speeches of an appropriate nature were made by 
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Coroner Menninger, Excise Commissioner Evans and Harry Kennedy [the 
ventriloquist?]. (BDE, 14 Feb 1886, p. 1).  

Elks reception, Rivers Academy. Harry Kennedy was present. (BDE, 7 Mar 1886, 
p. 6).  

Harry Kennedy was on an Elks committee to draw up resolutions thanking the 
San Francisco Elks for the gift of a pair of elk antlers. (BDE, 12 Mar 1886, p. 1). 

Concord Council No. 9, Catholic Benevolent Legion: plans for a concert on 
Easter Monday. Harry Kennedy is to take part. (BDE, 14 Mar 1886, p. 6).  

Entertainment of the Dakin Post Fife and Drum Corps, 16 May 1886. Harry 
Kennedy, the ventriloquist, entertained the audience for half an hour, introducing 
“Grandmother’s Birthday,” “I had $15,000,” and other compositions. (BDE, 17 
Mar 1886, p. 1).  

Monthly Elks social, 2 Mar 1886. Mr. Harry Kennedy gave his latest composition, 
a vocal solo, “Grandmother’s Birthday,” and was assisted by the Philharmonic 
Quartet. He also sang “I’ve $15 in my Inside Pocket.” (BDE, 22 Mar 1886, p. 2).  

“A large audience was very much amused last evening at the Flatbush Asylum, in 
the little theater, where Clerk Shanon acts as the gentlemanly and enterprising 
manager. The rain did not affect the size of the gathering in the least, for all were 
mad, but not too much so. A car load of merry makers, led by Mr. Harry 
Kennedy, kept applause going for more than two hours. Among the performers 
were Professor Harlan, magician; Rennison and Miles, song and dance; the Leak 
sisters, song and dance; Moore and Martino, selections from “Mikado;” Moore 
and Roylt, German dialect artists, and a versatile gentleman named Maloney, 
whose jig dancing quite carried the house. An excellent orchestra of ten pieces did 
its full share in making things move just right. After all the fun came a lunch for 
the performers and invited guests, then a specially chartered horse car took them 
to Cool Burgess’ hotel, where a dance wound up the evening.” (“Fun at the 
Asylum: Five Hundred Lunatics Vastly Entertained.” BDE, 6 Apr 1886, p. 4).  

Annual entertainment of Catholic Benevolent Legion, 26 Apr 1886, included 
entertainment by Harry Kennedy. (BDE, 17 Apr 1886, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy, New York Lodge No.1, Elks, at the Academy, 2 May 1886 
(Odell 13, p. 82). 

The popular comedian and author, Mr. HARRY KENNEDY, With his wonderful 
automaton children, testimonial benefit to the widow and orphan child of 
Kenward Philp, Brooklyn Theater, 7 May 1886. BDE, 2 May 1886, p. 13; 3 May, 
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p. 1; 6 May, p. 1). The benefit expected to be a brilliant success. (BDE, 4 May 
1886, p. 6). Mr. Harry Kennedy came with his wonderful talking figures. (BDE, 8 
May 1886, p. 1). Harry Kennedy, Brooklyn Theatre, benefit for the widow and 
child of Kenward Philp, 7 May 1886 (Odell 13, p. 151).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, Brooklyn, 31 May 1886 (Odell 13, p. 165). 
Benefit for James Hyde and Henry W. Behman (BDE, 30 May 1886, p. 3).  

Elks social session, Sunday evening. Resolutions of thanks to Harry Kennedy for 
his contributions to the lodge, He had acted as chairman of the Executive 
Committee and conducted the charity fund of the lodge. (BDE, 4 Jun 1886, p. 1; 6 
Jun, p. 13).  

Benefit performance for Harry Kennedy, planned for 9 Jun 1886 Park Theater, 
Brooklyn. Everyone in show business wants to volunteer, enough for a week of 
performances. List of volunteers. Comedy, music, farce, tragedy (BDE, 6 Jun 
1886, p. 3). Park Theatre will be too small for the crowd; all boxes and most of 
stalls sold within two hours (BDE, 8 Jun 1894, p. 3). The array of artists who have 
volunteered has seldom been equaled on this stage. (BDE, 9 Jun 1886, p. 5). 
Review of the show in BDE, 10 Jun 1886? 

Benefit performance for Mr.George W. Sammis, Grand Opera House, planned for 
14 Jul 1886. Volunteers include Harry Kennedy (BDE, 4 Jul 1886, p. 15).  

Harry Kennedy says he has been doing some work lately that is far more 
ambitious than anything he has done in the line of verse. Thinks he has succeeded 
in producing some things that are better then he has done before. (BDE, 9 Jul 
1886, p. 6).  

Picnic of Liquor Dealers’ Protective Association, Ridgewood Park, 28 Jul 1886. 
When Harry Kennedy entered the room, he was called upon to sing a number of 
his original songs. (BDE, 29 Jul 1886, p. 2).  

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist and saloon keeper, met some friends at the Willink 
entrance to Prospect Park, 17 Aug 1886. Dispute with a stranger. Kennedy was 
thrown down and kicked. His friends, who were said to be under the influence of 
liquor, did not intervene. The stranger left the room and disappeared. Kennedy 
was taken in a carriage to his Coney Island saloon and confined to his bed. His 
face is cut in several places and his body covered with bruises. (BDE, 18 Aug 
1886, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 25-30 Oct 1886 (Odell 13, p. 325).  
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Harry Kennedy was a pallbearer at the funeral of John Hooley, Jr., advance agent 
of the “Rag Baby” Company (BDE, 8 Nov 1886, p. 2).  

Harry Kennedy was present at dinner of Madison Council No. 4 of the Catholic 
Benevolent  Legion (BDE, 13 Nov 1886, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, 13-18 Dec 1886 (Odell 13, p. 370; BDE, 14 
Dec 1886, p. 3). 

“The wedding reception of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kennedy, who have just returned 
from their bridal tour, took place last evening at their residence, 78 Lawrence 
Street . Many of the members of the Benevolent Order of Elks, of which Mr. 
Kennedy is a prominent member, were present, and they converted the reception 
into a brilliant literary and musical entertainment. Professor Spiers, tenor, sang 
“The Desert ;” Mr. L.M. Salmon recited the story of “Jim Farly, a Miner;” Miss 
McGeohan played selections on the piano from “Il Trovatore;” Miss Maggie 
Kehoe sang “Embarrassment” in a sweet soprano voice, and Mr. Percy Williams 
surprised everybody by his imitations of Mr. Kennedy; Mr. R.H. Irving 
contributed toward the amusement by feats of legerdemain; Mr. D.W. Robertson 
gave several tumbleronicon selections; Mr. George Gough, of the Garden City 
Cathedral choir, and Mr. Harry Woodson, of the Madison Square Company, 
responded to frequent encores, and Mr. Kennedy himself gave an exhibition of his 
marvelous ventriloquial powers; after which the collation was served. A serenade 
by a full orchestra concluded the musical part of the reception, after which 
dancing was indulged in.” (Harry Kennedy’s Wedding Reception: The Elks Assist 
in Making it a Very Entertaining Event.” BDE, 22 Dec 1886, p. 4).  

Entertainment of the Faustus Club, Everett Assembly Rooms, Wednesday 
evening. Harry Kennedy appeared in some of his inimitable specialties. (BDE, 26 
Dec 1886, (p. 3).  

Harry Kennedy, Windsor Theatre, New York, 26 Dec 1886 (Odell 13, p. 266).  

Harry Kennedy, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 27 Dec 1886-1 Jan 1887 (Odell 13, p. 
326).  

Harry Kennedy was among the many people enjoying sleighing on the Coney 
Island Boulevard (BDE, 11 Jan 1887, p. 4) 

Harry Kennedy entertained at a dinner at the Brooklyn Club one evening during 
the week (BDE, 23 Jan 1887, p. 16).  
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Harry Kennedy, Brooklyn Academy of Music, 27 Jan 1887 (BDE, 23 Jan 1887, p. 
13). Harry Kennedy participated in a benefit for Robert C. Hilliard at Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, 27 Jan 1887 (BDE, 28 Jan 1887, p. 3).  

Harry Kennedy, Assembly Rooms of the Academy, 28  [?] Jan 1887 (Odell 13, p. 
367). 

Reception at the Brooklyn Club,.29 Jan 1887. Mr. Harry Kennedy convulsed his 
audience with his excellent ventriloquistic efforts. (BDE, 30 Jan 1887, p. 16).  

Mr. Harry Kennedy, Ventriloquial Act. Benefit of monster proportions arranged 
by all the Brooklyn managers for the Actors Fund of America, Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, 4 Feb 1887 (BDE, 3 Feb 1887, p. 1). Harry Kennedy 
demonstrated his cleverness in ventriloquism. (BDE, 5 Feb 1887, p. 3).  

Harry Kennedy, Miner’s 8th Ave. Theatre, 7-12 Feb 1887 (Odell 13, p. 332). 

Harry Kennedy, the famous ventriloquist. Nolan benefit, Brooklyn Theater, 7 Apr 
1887. (BDE, 30 Mar 1887, p. 1).  

Ventriloquial selections by Harry Kennedy. Entertainment at Lee Avenue 
Academy, 16 May 1887. 

Benefit performance for Mr. Thomas Theall, ex-manager of the Novelty Theater, 
Lee Avenue Academy, 18 May 1887. Harry Kennedy appeared at the close. 
(BDE, 19 May 1887, p. 1).  

Grand Jury this morning took up the charges against Supervisor John Y. McKane 
made by the Assembly Investigating Committee. Many Coney Island residents 
and store keepers were examined, among them…Harry Kennedy. The result of 
the Grand Jury’s inquiry was not made known. (BDE, 31 May 1887, p. 31) 

Last Monday morning, witness waiting outside the Grand Jury room in the Court 
House heard a great commotion, scuffling, angry exclamations downstairs. It 
eventually turned out that this was all created by Harry Kennedy, who appared to 
be quietly looking out the window. (BDE, 4 Jun 1887, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy said that he had just returned from Boston with Mrs. Kennedy. On 
the way he had some fun with the crew of the Columbia and the passengers with 
the man overboard ventriloquial act. They stopped the boat and hunted until they 
realized their mistake, but did not did not discover the perpetrator. (BDE, 24 Aug 
1887, p. 4).  

Festival of the United Liquor Dealers, Ridgewood Park, 26 Aug 1887. Harry 
Kennedy was present. (BDE, 25 Aug 1887, p. 2). 
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Hilda Thomas to sing a new song by Harry Kennedy on tour with the Sheffer & 
Blakely company. (BDE, 28 Aug 1887, p. 15).  

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Hyde & Behman’s Theater, Brooklyn, 3 Oct 1887. 
(BDE, 4 Oct 1887, p. 5).  

In a bird store on Fulton Street, an elderly lady overheard a young man 
conversing with an extremely talkative parrot and bought the parrot, which turned 
to be incapable of speech. The young man was Harry Kennedy. (BDE, 4 Oct 
1887, p. 2).  

Harry Kennedy was elected 6 Nov Exalted Ruler of Brooklyn Lodge of Elks No. 
22. (BDE, 7 Nov 1887, p. 3).  

Harry Kennedy was one of the attendees at the banquet of the Catholic 
Benevolent Union, 10 Nov 1887. (BDE, 11 Nov 1887, p. 4).  

Hugh Stapleton, a peddler, was in Harry Kennedy’s café on Willoughby Street. 
Kennedy accused Stapleton of pocketing a billiard ball and demanded to search 
him. The ball was not in his pocket, and Stapleton sued Kennedy for $5000. The 
court ruled in favor of Kennedy. (BDE, 16 Nov 1887, p. 4).  

 

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquism, benefit for the Actors’ Fund, Grand Opera House, 
New York, 24 Nov 1887 (NYT, 27 Nov 1887, p. 2).  

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Amaranth informal reception. (BDE, 27 Nov 1887, 
p. 15).  

Harry Kennedy, Grand Opera House, New York, 28 Nov-3 Dec 1887 (Odell 13, 
p. 460).  

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, entertainment at College Catholic Club. (BDE, 2 
Dec 1887, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, 26-31 Dec 1887 (Odell 13, p. 571). Harry 
Kennedy, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman’s, this week (BDE, 25 Dec 1887, p. 
11).  

New Year reception at the residence of Mr. E.G. Williams, 141 St. Marks 
Avenue. The comic delineations of Harry Kennedy were a special feature of the 
evening. (BDE, 8 Jan 1888, p. 2).  
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Harry Kennedy, benefit for the veteran manager John P. Smith, Star Theatre, 
Sunday, 1 Jan 1888. Performers all volunteers, tickets $100 (NYT, 26 Dec 1887, 
p. 5).  

Harry Kennedy amused the company with a performance of ventriloquism at 
reception of Devin Post No. 148 of the Grand Army of the Republic. (BDE, 7 Jan 
887, p. 2).  

Meeting of Brooklyn Lodge No. 22 of Elks. Harry Kennedy, Exalted Ruler. 
(BDE, 9 Jan 1888, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy, People’s Theatre, benefit to T.W. Moore, 15 Jan 1888 (Odell 13, 
p. 473).  

Wedding of Albert E. Krahe and Elizabeth Armstrong. Harry Kennedy, who was 
playing at Miner’s New York Theater, with the aid of a little blacking, gave one 
of [illegible] a resemblance to his celebrated automa- [illegible] and the company 
witnessed and heard a [illegible]  display of ventriloquism . Also mind reading: 
articles hidden from him he found in three out of four cases by holding the hand 
of the hider. (BDE, 28 Jan 1888, p. 3).  

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kennedy were among the guests at the Emerald ball. (BDE, 2 
Feb 1888, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy attended the monthly stag reception of the Elks. (BDE, 13 Feb 
1888, p. 3).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, this week. (BDE, 26 Feb 1888, p. 11 28 
Feb, p. 5).  

Harry Kennedy, benefit in aid of Elks charity, Grand Opera House, 2 Mar 1888. 
(BDE, 25 Feb 1888, p. 1; 29 Feb, p. 4; 3 Mar, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy. Miner’s 8th Ave. Theatre, 9-14 Apr 1888 (Odell 13, p. 526). 

Harry Kennedy performed at testimonial benefit for Miss Letitia Gorman, 
Brooklyn Institute, 10 Apr 1888. (BDE, 10 Apr 1888, p. 6; 12 Apr, p. 1).  

Annual reception of pupils of J.T. Uris & Sons (dancing school, it seems), 10 Apr 
1888. Guests included Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kennedy and daughter. (BDE, 11 Apr 
1888, p. 1).  

Elks entertainment for ladies, 22 Apr 1888. Exalted Ruler Harry Kennedy. (BDE, 
23 Apr 1888, p. 1).  
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Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, reception of Aurora Grata Lodge No. 756. (BDE, 
20 May 1888, p. 15; 23 May, p. 1; 28 May, p. 1; 26 May, p. 5). 

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, benefit for Manager Jacobs at the Brooklyn, 1 Jun 
1888. (BDE, 31 May 1888, p. 1).  

Social Tea Party of St.Augustine’s Church at the Athenaeum, 31 May 1888. Mr. 
Harry Kennedy, the ventriloquist, gave a good exhibition of his ability, combining 
his regular rendition with a comic performance. (BDE, 1 Jun 1888, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy, Novelty Theatre, 25 Jun 1888 (Odell 13, p. 590; BDE, 26 Jun 
1888, p. 5).  

Harry Kennedy, the Pavilion, 18 Aug 1888. (BDE, 5 Aug 1888, p. 10).  

Harry Kennedy, Miner’s Bowery Theatre, 20 Aug 1888 (Odell 14, p. 121).  

Harry Kennedy, Sheffer and Blakely’s Refined Novelty and Comedy Company, 
Hyde and Behman’s, Brooklyn, 17-22 Sep 1888 (Odell 14, p. 169).  Sheffer and 
Blakely’s Company, including Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s this week. 
(BDE, 16 Sep 1888, p. 10; 18 Sep, p. 4).  

Elks opening social, 21 Oct 1888. Harry Kennedy sang “I Paid Ten Dollars to 
O’Grady,” and an original song of his own, a very sweet and tender bit of melody 
entitled “Hush, You’ll Wake the Baby.” (BDE, 22 Oct 1888, p. 4). 

Harry Kennedy with his ventriloquism and his automata, Dockstader’s Minstrels, 
New York, week of 22 Oct 1888 (NYT, 27 Oct 1888, p. 5).  

Robert H. Miley, formerly a partner with ventriloquist Harry Kennedy, on 
Willoughby Street, near City Hall, was the Democratic nominee for Assembly 
from the First Diptych. (BDE, 30 Oct 1888, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy, Dockstader’s, 12-17 Nov 1888 (Odell 14, p. 105). 

Mr. Kennedy, the ventriloquist, made automatons talk at Dockstader’s, 19 Nov 
1888 (NYT, 20 Nov 1888, p. 5).  

Reception at the home of Mr. and Mrs. P.H. Butler. Guests included Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Kennedy. Harry Kennedy sang his latest song. (BDE, 25 Nov 1888, p.11).  

Harry Kennedy, Dockstader’s, 26 Nov-1 Dec 1888 (Odell 14, p. 105).  

Harry Kennedy performed at Elks benefit at Brooklyn Theater, 18 Jan (BDE, 15 
Jan 1889, p. 4; 16 Jan, p. 4; 17 Jan, p. 6).  
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Harry Kennedy, Elks benefit, Brooklyn Theatre, 18 Jan 1889 (Odell 14, p. 163).  

Harry Kennedy to appear at the Mike Henry benefit Friday afternoon at the Grand 
Opera House. (BDE, 23 Jan 1889, p. 1). 

Monthly reception of the Unique Social Club at residence of Mr. W.M.Hyde, 
Clinto Avenue. Among the guests invited were Mr. Harry Kennedy and Professor 
Davis [Alexander?], whose clever songs and impersonations were highly enjoyed 
by all. (BDE, 24 Jan 1889, p.1).  

Harry Kennedy, the well-known ventriloquist, created unlimited fun by his new 
sketch, “Wooden-headed Aristocracy,” at Tony Pastor’s, New York, 18 Feb 1889 
(NYT, 18 Feb 1889, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy, 8th Ave. Theatre, New York, 25 Feb-12 Mar 1889 (Odell 14, p. 
125).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, Brooklyn, 3-8 Mar 1889 (Odell 14, p. 451). 

Harry Kennedy, Tony Pastor’s, 18 Mar 1889 (NYT, 20 Mar 1889, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy, automatic and pneumatic ventriloquial act, Harry Kennedy’s 
Theatre (formerly Poole’s), 21 Apr 1889 (Odell 14, p. 313).  

Harry Kennedy, Tony Pastor’s, 29 Apr-4 May 1889 (Odell 14, p. 111).  

Harry Kennedy, 8th Ave Theatre, 6-11 May 1889 (Odell 14, p. 126). 

Harry Kennedy, Harry Kennedy’s Theatre (formerly Poole’s), 2-7 Jun 1889 
(Odell 14, p. 314).  

Harry Kennedy, benefit for Charles Seymour, acting manager of the theatre, 
Brooklyn Theatre, 3 Jun 1889 (Odell 14, p. 164; BDE, 2 Jun 1889, p. 7; 3 Jun 
1889, p. 5).  

Harry Kennedy made the trip from New York to San Francisco in one day less 
than a month and played two weeks in San Francisco. (BDE, 9 Jun 1889, p. 100.  
(When?) 

Benefit for Harry Kennedy to take place at Brooklyn Theater, 25 Jul. 1889. (BDE, 
14 Jul 1889, p. 10; 17 Jul, p. 4; 20 Jul, p. 4; 24 Jul, p. 2). Benefit was a big 
success; Kennedy performed with his talking dog (BDE, 26 Jul 1889, p. 2, with 
further details).  

“Harry Kennedy is a very comfortable man by the way. He has a pretty house and 
a grand garden and orchard in Sackett Street. The selection of peaches and pears 
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and apples and plums and cherries and currants and gooseberries and roses and 
lilies and wisteria and morning glories and all sorts of other gracious vegetable 
growths is quite impressive. Harry has a extension which protrudes into this 
charming garden, and this extension has windows on three sides, and the roses 
and other climbing flowers tumble over the window sills in great profusion and 
come right into the room when the windows are open. Harry has a piano and 
organ in this room, and a large part of his work consists of sitting in a very 
comfortable chair smoking a fine cigar and waiting for ideas to bite. The Irishman 
who wanted to be bishop because he thought it was ‘a nice clane job,’ might well 
envy Harry. Harry is very fat and ruddy and well cared for just now, and he is 
doing some of the best work of his life.” (“Walks about the City.” BDE, 28 Jul 
1889, p.10).  

Harry Kennedy, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 11-16 Nov 1889 (Odell 14, p. 366). 

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist and song writer, Hyde and Behman’s next week. 
(BDE, 29 Nov 1889, p. 4; 1 Dec, p. 10; 4 Dec, p. 3; 6 Dec, p. 3). Harry Kennedy, 
the ventriloquist, was a special favorite of the show and he had “Jimmy” sing 
some new songs. (BDE, 3 Dec 1889, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, Brooklyn, week of 2 Dec 1889 (Odell 14, p. 
449).  

 

Harry Kennedy, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 31 Dec 1889-5 Jan 1890 (Odell 14, p. 
122).  

Harry Kennedy, Tony Pastor’s, 20-25 Jan 1890 (Odell 14, p. 356). 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kennedy attended the reception and exhibition at the Forty-
seventh’s Armory, 6 Feb 1890. (BDE, 7 Feb 1890, p. 3).  

Harry Kennedy, matinee benefit for George S. Knight, The Bijou, 27 Feb 1890 
(Odell 14, p. 288).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, this week. (BDE, 9 Mar 1890, p. 9). Harry 
Kennedy, ventriloquist, gives his dummies some new speeches, and made 
laughter with his local hits. (BDE, 11 Mar 1890, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy, Tony Pastor’s, New York, 21 Mar 1890 (BDE, 30 Mar 1890, p. 
18).  

Harry Kennedy and the Brooklyn Elks visited the Paterson Elks. (BDE, 4 Apr 
1890, p. 5). 
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Harry Kennedy, Miner’s 8th Ave. Theatre, 7-12 Apr 1890 (Odell 14, p. 373).  

April-July1890. Managed Harry Kennedy’s Theater.  

21 April opened Harry Kennedy’s Theater on 8th Street, as a straight vaudeville 
house. Formerly Poole’s and just before he took it over known as the Comedy. 
Not a success. In September opened under a new management (“William Henry 
Kennedy.” The New York Clipper, 13 Jan 1894, p. 727). 

HARRY KENNEDY’S THEATER, (FORMERLY POOLE’S), EIGHTH 
STREET, NEW YORK, Opposite  Cooper Institute. THE FAMILY THEATER 
OF NEW YORK. ELITE VAUDEVILLE [….] HARRY KENNEDY, The great 
ventriloquist and song writer. (BDE, 20 Apr 1890, p. 15).  

Leased the Eighth Street Theater, near Cooper Institute, NY. Will open it 21 Apr 
1890 as a first class family place of amusement with a vaudeville company. 
Entertainers will include Jennie Yeamans, the queen of soubrettes, the two Macs, 
fun makers, Maggie Cline, comic singer and monologuist, and Mr. Kennedy 
himself, whose power to make people laugh is a household word all over the 
country. One of the best known theaters in the city, beginning from the days when 
it became known as  Poole’s Theater. Alterations costing $38,000. For the first 
time in NY, reserved seats will be sold for 35 cents. The whole house except the 
gallery is to be reserved. The house is to be open all year. (“Harry Kennedy’s 
Theater.” BDE, 20 Apr 1890, p. 1).  

Found his investment to be a loss, gave up the venture. The house was not 
popular. The small theater had never been profitable under various managers—
changed hands a dozen times in as many years. The fact that the place was once a 
church has made Kennedy believe that this is a cause of the theater’s ill luck. His 
wife took ill the day he started there and during his fourteen weeks stay she has 
been ill and one of their children has dies. (“Manager Kennedy Gives Up.” BDE, 
31 Jul 1890, p. 6). Now wants to travel with the Transatlantic vaudevilles. (BDE, 
3 Aug 1890, p. 17).  

“A grim looking man on the grand stand who said bitterly when the fifth race was 
over: ‘---a man who won’t stay dead. Anderson was killed as fair as could be that 
time, but he got up and beat me out of $20 I had on the place.’ Harry Kennedy, a 
$5 dollar bill and a short, stout colored man, who was trying to steer him on to 
Sam Morse as a dead sure thing for a place in the sixth race. It was all good 
money and its roots were very hard to pull. It had the photograph of a president on 
it and the signature of two highly distinguished individuals in the bargain. Mr. 
Kennedy’s struggles with his conflicting emotions were positively painful to 
witness. The late lamented Richard III did not plunge around Bosworth Field 
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hunting Richmonds to kill with greater industry than Mr. Kennedy rooted about 
comparing odds. The flag fell before he could quite make up his mind as to what 
was the wisest course to pursue. He kept his $5, but deep down in his heart is 
whispering to-day the ghostly echo of a might have been, for the odds were two to 
one.” (“Things Seen and Heard.” BDE, 17 May 1890, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy’s theater seems a success. He will have a benefit there 8 Jun 1890. 
Performers include almost all the variety actors of note in this part of the country, 
as well as Robert C. Hilliard and the Royal Hungarian orchestra. (BDE, 7 Jun 
1890, p. 5).  

Harry Kennedy at benefit for the comedian Charles Wilson, Grand Opera House, 
15 Jul 1890. (BDE, 15 Jul 1890, p. 1).  

“Yesterday Harry Kennedy, the well known song writer, lost his youngest child, 
Harry, just 2 months old. The little one died suddenly. Mrs. Kennedy and the baby 
started out to pass the day at Coney Island. On the way to the station the child was 
taken with cramps. The mother hurried home with him, and had just time to reach 
the house when the baby breathed its last. The interment will take place at the 
Holy Cross cemetery and the funeral will be private.” (“Harry Kennedy’s 
Affliction.” BDE, 15 Jul 1890, p. 1).  

Having given up his theater, Kennedy now wants to travel with the Transatlantic 
vaudevilles. (BDE, 3 Aug 1890, p. 17).  

Harry Kennedy, Tony Pastor’s, 11-16 Aug 1890 (Odell 14, p. 359). 

“Mrs. Mary Kennedy died last evening, after a lingering illness, at her home, 643 
Carroll Street. Mrs. Kennedy was the wife of Harry Kennedy, the well known 
ventriloquist, song writer and theatrical manager, to whom she was married about 
three years ago. The infant child of the couple died recently, and it is thought that 
grief at its early death and the trouble attending its birth were the causes of Mrs. 
Kennedy’s demise.” (“Mrs. Kennedy is Dead.” BDE, 29 Aug 1890, p. 6).  

KENNEDY—At 643 Carroll St, on August 10, 1890, Mary, beloved wife of 
Harry Kennedy. Notice of funeral hereafter. (BDE, 29 Aug 1890, p. 5). 

KENNEDY—On Friday, August 28, 1890, Mary, the beloved wife of Harry 
Kennedy, aged 30 years. Funeral from her late residence, 643 Carroll St, on 
Sunday, August 31, at 2 P.M. Interment at Holy Cross Cemetery. (BDE, 30 Aug 
1890, p. 5).  

September 1890 Harry Kennedy’s Theatre opened under a new management 
(“William Henry Kennedy.” The New York Clipper, 13 Jan 1894, p. 727). 
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Harry Kennedy, Miner’s 8th Ave. Theatre, 2-7 Feb 1891 (Odell 14, p. 655).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, Brooklyn, 9-14 Feb 1891 (Odell 14, p. 
739). Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s (BDE, 8 Feb 1891, p. 13; 10 Feb 
1891, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy, Holmes’s Star Theatre, Brooklyn, 27 Apr-1 May 1891 (Odell 14, 
p. 737). HARRY KENNEDY. HARRY KENNEDY, TheVentriloquist. Holmes’ 
Star Theater, week commencing 4 May 1891 (BDE, 3 May 1891, p. 15).  

Harry Kennedy, benefit for the singer John Carroll, 10 May 1891, Star Theater. 
(BDE, 3 May 1891, p. 13; 11 May, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, John J. Roche benefit, Star Theatre, 3 May 1891. 
(BDE, 2 May 1891, p. 6; 4 May, p. 1).  

Harry Kennedy, Star Theater, 4 May 1891. (BDE, 5 May 1891, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy, Tony Pastor’s, 10-15 Aug 1891 (Odell 14, p. 641). 

Harry Kennedy, May Festival, Church of St. Francis Xavier, 12-15 May 1891. 
(BDE, 8 May 1891, p.5).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, 21-26 Dec 1891 (Odell 15, p. 222; 18 Dec, 
p. 5; 20 Dec, p. 19).  

Harry Kennedy, London Theatre, New York, 4-9 Jan 1892 (Odell 15, p. 137). 

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Koster and Bial’s, New York, 18-23 Apr 1892 
(Odell 15, p. 128).  

Harry Kennedy was one of the judges at a cake walk in the Clearmont Avenue 
rink, 1 Mar 1892. (BDE, 2 Mar 1892, p. 6, q.v. for information on cake walks).  

Brooklyn Press Club reception, 7 Apr 1892. Harry Kennedy sang two of his new 
songs, “There’s always a chance for me,” a  ballad of the sentimental order, and 
the uproarious “Patsey Brannigan.” He also gave an exhibition of his marvelous 
memory, naming, in order and out of order, thirty articles written out on 
numbered slips of paper by persons in the audience. The slips were held by the 
writers and after they had been named but once Mr. Kennedy allowed himself to 
be subjected to a severe cross examination by the members. In every case he gave 
the name with the appropriate number on the card. (BDE, 8 Apr 1892, p. 6).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde and Behman’s, next week. (BDE, 29 Apr 1892, p. 5). 
Captain Samm’s Majestics give the show this week—include Harry Kennedy 
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(BDE, 1 May 1892, p. 16). Harry Kennedy, with new things in ventriloquism 
(BDE, 3 May 1892,, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy et al., benefit for Henry Berhman, Hyde and Behman’s Theatre, 
Monday afternoon and night. (BDE, 27 May 1892, p. 5; 31 May, p. 4). 

Harry Kennedy, ventriloquist, Fox-Conroy benefit, Star Theater, 5 Jun 1892. 
(BDE, 5 Jun 1892, p. 13).  

Testimonial to Harry Kennedy, Columbia Theater, 29 Jun 1892. Kennedy has 
always been generous in volunteering for charitable purposes, and friends will 
take this opportunity to show appreciation. (BDE, 17 Jun 1892, p. 5). List of 
scheduled volunteers (BDE, 26 Jun 1892, p. 16).  

White face comedians, e.g. Harry Kennedy, average $200 to $400 a week. (“Well 
Paid Performers: Variety Actors Who Command Very Handsome Salaries.” BDE, 
17 Jul 1892, p. 19).  

Charity picnic for poor children, Phillips Grove. Harry Kennedy, the ventriloquist, 
made them laugh till they thought that they had not a laugh or a rib left between 
them. (BDE, 11 Aug 1892, p. 10). 

Harry Kennedy, Tony Pastor’s, 28 Aug-2 Sep 1892 (Odell 15, p. 415). 

Harry Kennedy will talk through his automatons, Hyde and Behman’s, 5 Sep 
1892. (BDE, 4 Sep 1892, p. 19). Harry Kennedy made his usual hit with his 
automatons (BDE, 6 Sep 1892, p. 4).  

Harry Kennedy, Park Theatre, 19-24 Sep 1892 (Odell 15, p. 357). 

Gaiety Theater: this new house will probably be filled this week. Entertainers 
include Harry Kennedy (BDE, 13 Nov 1892, p. 4). Harry Kennedy and his 
manikins. (BDE, 16 Nov 1892, p. 5).  

Harry Kennedy, Park Theatre, 12-17 Dec 1892 (Odell 15, p. 357).  

Harry Kennedy will exhibit ventriloquial effects, Hyde & Behman’s, this week 
(BDE, 15 Jan 1893, p. 15).  

Harry Kennedy, Twenty-third Street Theatre, 13-18 Feb 1893 (Odell 15, p. 352).  

The Amaranth performance will take place on 14 Feb 1893. The play will be 
Gillette’s comedy “All the Comforts of Home,” and Percy G. Williams will make 
his first appearance this season in the role that Harry Kennedy made noted, that of 
the old man Bender. (BDE, 5 Feb 1893, p. 4). (Amateur show) 
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Harry Kennedy, Gaiety Theater, next week (BDE, 17 Feb 1893, p. 5; 19 Feb, p. 
4).  

Harry Kennedy’s inaugural anthem, entitled “Our President’s Hymn,” has jumped 
into instant favor. It forms the overture at a number of metropolitan theatres, and 
is be [sic] introduced on the circuits with success. (NYC, 11 Mar 1893, p. 7).  

Harry Kennedy’s inaugural anthem, “Our President’s Hymn,” was played 
between acts one and two of “The Country Circus,” at Windsor Theatre, New 
York, 6 Mar 1894 (NYC, 11 Mar 1893, p. 6). 

Harry Kennedy says his latest song, “Say Au Revoir, But Not Good Bye,” has 
caught on big, and is following in the footsteps of “Molly and I and the Baby.” 
(NYC, 18 Mar 1893, p. 23). 

Harry Kennedy’s Hits: list of songs published by Kennedy Publishing House 
(NYC, 18 Mar 1893, p. 27).  

Harry Kennedy, Brooklyn Press Club, Saturday evening. (BDE, 27 Mar 1893, p. 
5).  

Harry Kennedy, Brooklyn Tabernacle, 28 Mar 1893, for benefit of the Tabernacle 
building fund. (BDE, 16 Mar 1893, p. 5; 18 Mar, p. 2; 20 Mar, p. 2; 23 Mar, p. 4; 
24 Mar, pp. 2, 4; 25 Mar, p. 2; 27 Mar, p. 2).  

Harry Kennedy, Koster & Bial’s, New York, matinees, Monday, Wednesday, 
Saturday (NYC, 15 Apr 1893, p. 93).  

Harry Kennedy was present at Elks meetings (BDE, 17 Apr 1893, p. 2).  

Harry Kennedy, Columbia Theater, 23 Apr 1893. Benefit for the sick and building 
fund of the Brooklyn Press Club. (BDE, 22 Apr 1893, p. 2; 23 Apr, p. 10).  

Harry Kennedy, Koster & Bial’s, 1 May 1893 (Odell 15, p. 408).  

Harry Kennedy, Hyde & Behmans, for the last week of their season. (BDE, 19 
May 1893, p. 5; 21 May, p. 5; 26 May, p. 2).  

“Brooklyn, N.Y., May 17, 1893. I’m Harry Kennedy’s figger Joe. See!” Ad for 
Kennedy’s songs. Written in dialect. Says Anita Austin sings “Say Au Revoir, but 
Not Good Bye” at Koster & Bial’s. Joe also sings it. Joe’s partner is named Pete. 
Kennedy Publishing House, 288 State Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. Signed “Yours, 
Ventrickolistically, Joe.” (NYC, 20 May 1893, p. 176).  
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Irene Kennedy, the five year old daughter of ventriloquist Harry Kennedy, had a 
narrow escape from being run over by a trolley car in Brooklyn, May 26. Joseph 
Kennedy, the child’s grandfather, who is seventy years old, rescued Irene, but in 
doing so sustained a fracture of the thigh. (NYC, 3 Jun 1893, p. 200).  

“When Harry Kennedy, the Brooklyn ventriloquist, was crossing the plains with 
Antonio Pastor’s company he troupe was paid off at a forsaken spot in the alkali 
desert in Wyoming, called Green River City, a place of thirty inhabitants and a 
dining room. A band of Indians had congregated about the station and it occurred 
to Mr. Kennedy to have some amusement from them. He had a number of half 
dollars in his pay envelope and with these he proceeded to perform one of 
Herrmann’s tricks, that of catching coins out of the atmosphere and throwing 
them through the bottom of his hat, where they were distinctly heard to clink as 
they came together. In doing this thing the magician uses but one coin in his right 
hand, pretending that it is a fresh one every time he takes it out of the air, or out of 
his knee, or out of the hair of one of his audience, while in the other hand that 
grasps he brim of his had he holds a number of pieces and drops them in, one at a 
time, at the same moment that he makes the pretended pass. He went to a grave 
Indian who was standing on the platform and began to ostentatiously extract half 
dollars from his clothes. The savage stared in amazement as the coins came out of 
his shirt, his hair, his blanket and his moccasins; but after he had been made to 
yield up about $10 worth of specie it occurred to him to get away and keep the 
rest of the wealth himself. He bowled off on a run and went into a patch of sage 
brush, where he shook himself and examined his clothing, expecting to see the 
money rain out of him, and was as much surprised when nothing came of this 
maneuver as he was when Mr. Kennedy ostensibly found him to be a mint.” 
(“Prestidigitation in the Desert.” BDE, 28 May 1893, p. 5).  

Harry Kennedy and other well known managers have booked their attractions at 
H.D. Clark’s New Ninth Street Opera House, Kansas City, Mo, through T.H. 
Winnett’s Exchange (NYC, 10 Jun 1893, p. 217).  

Brooklyn Elks visited those of Detroit—included Harry Kennedy. (BDE, 16 Jun 
1893, p. 5).  

Harry Kennedy’s latest composition, “Say Au Revoir, but Not Goodbye,” 
promises to be one of the successes of the season. Has three new songs in press. 
“Molly and I and the Baby” continues to sell well here as well as in Europe, large 
orders having been received from London last week. Surely the genial Harry is on 
the high tide of posterity. (NYC., 29 Jul 1893, p. 329). 
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NYC, 29 Jul 1883, p. 342 

Harry Kennedy, the popular ventriloquist, says he is on deck again for the ensuing 
season. He opens at Tony Pastor’s Theatre, this city, next week, in his new act, “A 
Ventriloquist’s Dream,” and will introduce several new songs. (NYC, 26 Aug 
1893, p. 398).  

 

 

 

NYC, 26 Aug 1893, p. 405 
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The great ventriloquist, Harry Kennedy, Tony Pastor’s (NYC, 2 Sep 1893, p. 
424). 

Tony Pastor’s Theatre.—This week’s programme teems with good things. First 
and foremost, in the way of individuality, is that redoubtable ventriloquist and 
clever song writer, Harry Kennedy. He has been a stranger for quite a long term, 
but he had not been forgotten, if the kingly reception he got on Monday night, 
Aug. 28, may be taken as evidence of an audience’s loyalty. Mr. Kennedy was in 
fine trim and he rewarded his admirers with a new departure in the ventriloquial 
field, besides introducing his latest song, styled “when Peggy and I Are Wed,” 
which promises to rival his famous ditty, “Molly and I and the Baby.” Mr. 
Kennedy possesses the unique faculty of touching matters of tender human import 
in his song composition, and his masterly manner of making this known cannot be 
questioned. In his new specialty, “The Ventriloquist’s Dream,” he does away with 
the array of stilted figures, so commonly adopted by ventriloquists. He uses an 
interior scene, and his figures are hidden in odd places. All conversation 
ventriloquially carried on gives the effect of daily incidents and happenings in the 
home circle. The act is decidedly refined and pleasing, and is thoroughly imbued 
with the charm of originality. (NYC, 2 Sep 1893, p. 416).  

Harry Kennedy, Proctor’s Twenty-Third Street Theatre, New York, 11-16 Sep 
1893 (Odell 15, p. 694).  

Big Success at Tony Pastor’s, Big Success at Koster & Bial’s, Big Success this 
week at Proctor’s. The Celebrated Author and Comedian, Harry Kennedy in the 
new specialty, “A Ventriloquist’s Dream,” Introducing his newest song, “When 
Peggy and I are Wed….Also reprints the Clipper review of 2 Sep 1893 and lists 
other Kennedy songs. (NYC, 16 Sep 1893, p. 453).  

Harry Kennedy, Koster and Bial’s, 2-7 Oct 1893 (Odell 15, p. 681). 

Harry Kennedy, Columbia Theater, 26 Oct 1893. Benefit for Immaculate 
Conception Day Nursery. (BDE, 26 Oct 1893, p. 12).  

“Joe’s Letter. 288 State St., Brooklyn, N.Y. I’m not advertisin’ any ting or eny 
body any more. See! I got wot people call “fresh” the oder day,and commenced 
fer give a send off ter der song “Say Au Revoir, But Not Good Bye.” [….]  
Mentions other songs by Kennedy. From your affectionate dummy Joe. P.S.—I 
forgot to tell you that you can get any of the songs by sending twenty cents in 
stamps to der Kennedy Publishing House, at the above address. (NYC, 4 Nov 
1893, p. 570).  
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Songs by Harry Kennedy at Elks meeting, 11 Nov 1893. (BDE, 12 Nov 1893, p. 
19).  

Harry Kennedy, Harlem Opera House, 27 Nov-2 Dec 1893 (Odell 15, p. 634). 

Harry Kennedy was a guest at Misses Grant reception at the home of their 
parents. (BDE, 3 Dec 1893.  p. 16). 

Harry Kennedy, member of “In His Power” Co. The company is under the 
management of Donaghy & Jacobs. Business is fair through Pennsylvania (NYC, 
16 Dec 1893, p. 655).  

Harry Kennedy died at home, 288 State Street, two minutes before midnight, 3 
Jan 1894. Bright’s disease of the kidneys. Probably the best known ventriloquist 
and song writer in he country. Made several tours of USA and Canada. [….]. 
Discovered ventriloquism at age 13, often performed for friends. Traveled with 
Tony Pastor and all the leading minstrel and variety companies and for a while 
had a company of his own. For the last few years did not often appear except at 
benefits. Wrote many songs. “Molly and I and the Baby” is now all the rage in 
England. Was one of the best known men in Brooklyn. A little below average 
height. Florid, pleasant face. Six weeks ago contracted a severe cold, which 
prostrated him. Recovered, but symptoms of Bright’s disease developed. Last 
Sunday he was out for the last time. His five children were at his bedside at his 
death. 3 boys and 2 girls. Oldest girl, Mary, 17, is an attendant at St. Joseph’s 
convent, Flushing. Funeral on Sunday in charge of the Elks. Interment at Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Flushing (“Death of Harry Kennedy,” BDE, 4 Jan 1894, p. 10).  

Kennedy’s powers as a ventriloquist made him known as a child.  Traveled with 
Haverly's Minstrels, joined Tony Pastor's company, and played with the San 
Ferancisco Minstrels at Birch, Wambold & Bachus's Theatre, Broadway. 
Managed Harry Kennedy's Theatre on 8th Street, New York City, for one season. 
Started a small theater at Coney Island. Wrote more than 200 songs. ("Song-
Writer Kennedy is Dead. He Wrote Many Melodies and Was Also Known as a 
Ventriloquist." New York Times, 5 Jan 1894, p. 9 

The death of Harry Kennedy, the popular ventriloquist and song writer, takes 
from the boards one of Brooklyn’s most famous entertainers. Generous to the 
extreme, ever liberal with his services in aid of charity, and popular in the 
different circles in which he moved, his loss is sincerely mourned (NYC, 13 Jan 
1894, p. 723).  

Elks expressed sorrow at their meeting. Kennedy: genial, modest, unassuming, 
loyal friend.  [etc. re the meeting and plans for funeral].  (BDE, 6 Jan 1894, p. 5).  
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Justice Truax, of the Supreme Court, has denied the motion of Walter H. Sanford 
for the appointment of a receiver for the Bijou Theatre, pending his suit against 
Henry R. Jacobs, Harry Kennedy and others to establish his claim to an interest in 
the theatre. (NYC, 13 Jan 1894, p. 723).  

Harry Kennedy 

Harry, dear friend of many years; 

Good heart—Oh, cease, ye blinding tears. 

How vain indeed it is to hope, 

We do but in the darkness grope. 

 

And yet, dear friend, tho’ thou art gone, 

Thy spirit for a while lives on; 

‘Twill speak to many through thy rhymes, 

And bring a thought of thee, betimes. 

 

Cheerful, whole souled, best of friends, 

We pray that death for thee portends. 

A better life, where troubles cease, 

And bring to thee sweet rest and peace. 

 

Jan 5, ’94                                     Martin Hennessey 

 

(NYC, 13 Jan 1894, p. 727). 

 

William Henry Kennedy, better known as Harry Kennedy, the ventriloquist and 
writer, and publisher of songs, died Jan. 3, at his home, 288 State Street, 
Brooklyn, N.Y., of Bright’s disease. He was born in Manchester, Eng., and was 
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thirty-nine years of age. He taught school for a short time in the city of his birth, 
but soon abandoned that vocation to become a sailor, eventually gaining 
command of a merchant ship. In 1871 he quitted the seafaring life and settled in 
Montreal. There he began to give exhibitions of ventriloquism, his skill in which  
had attracted attention in his boyhood. He joined a prestidigitateur, with whom he 
went on a tour of Canadian provinces. In 1874, his fame as a ventriloquist having 
preceded him, came to this city and made his metropolitan debut on Dec. 14 at the 
Theatre Comique, he being at that time less than twenty years of age. He was 
immediately recognized as a performer of universal merit and the foundation of 
his success was laid. He subsequently traveled with Haverly’s Minstrels,and was 
a member of Tony Pastor’s Co., played with the San Francisco Minstrels, and 
appeared with many other first class combinations. Latterly he for several years 
refused permanent engagements and only played special dates, and for the past 
few years has scarcely appeared at all in public except as a volunteer at benefit 
performances. I 1890 Mr. Kennedy acquired possession of the theatre on Eighth 
Street, this city (formerly Poole’s), and known immediately prior to his 
occupancy as the Comedy. This he rechristened Harry Kennedy’s Theatre, and 
opened it upon April 21 of that year, as a straight vaudeville house. His venture 
her was, however, not successful, and in the following September the house 
opened under a new management. Mr. Kennedy began writing songs in his youth, 
but was not at first successful. Later […] however, he again engaged in that 
pursuit, and soon acquired fame and excellent financial returns. He did not 
harmonize his songs, but wrote the works and the melody, he being especially 
gifted in the latter direction. He published his own works, and proved so prolific a 
song writer, and found so great a demand for his compositions, that his publishing 
business had for some time claimed all of his attention. Among the many popular 
songs of which he was author and composer, and all of which were written since 
1880, are: “Empty is the Cradle, Baby’s Gone,” “I Owe Ten Dollars to O’Grady,” 
“I Had Fifteen Dollars in My Inside Pocket,” “Little Blue Eyes at the Window,” 
“A Flower From My Angel Mother’s Grave,” “Little Empty Stockings by the 
Fire,” “Hush, Don’s Wake the Baby,” “Say Au Revoir, but Not Good Bye,” 
“When Peggy and I Are Wed” and “Mollie and I and the Baby.”  He wrote in all 
over two hundred songs, and had also written a play and an opera, which had, 
however, never been produced. Mr. Kennedy had been twice married, but was at 
the time of his death a widower, his second wife having died several years ago. 
He leaves five children, three daughters and two sons [Maud, Nellie, Irene, 
William L., Frank B.] He was a member of Madison Council, Catholic 
Benevolent Legion, and a Past Exalted Ruler of Brooklyn Lodge, No. 22, 
B.P.O.Elks. His remains were interred 7 in Holy Cross Cemetery, Flatbush. At the 
funeral services, which were held at his late residence, many lights of the 
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theatrical, political and social worlds were seen. For over two hours a steady 
stream of sorrowing friends filed past his casket, and hundreds who came to pay 
the last tribute were unable to gain admission to the house. The impressive funeral 
ceremonies of the order of Elks were performed by the officers of Brooklyn 
Lodge, No. 22, the Metropolitan quartet sang, and Past Exalted Ruler Wm. H. 
Friday recited the poem, “Cover Him Over With Beautiful Flowers.” Floral 
tributes from individuals and associations filled the room, and as the body was 
borne to the hearse the orchestra from Hyde & Behman’s Theatre rendered 
“Nearer My God to Thee,” changing as the cortege moved to “Say Aus Revoir, 
but Not Good Bye.” The pallbearers were: Gen.Horatio C. King, Wm. B. Lindsay, 
Exalted Ruler of the Elks; James J.Millard, President of the Tenth Ward Jefferson 
Club; Louis C. Behman, of Hyde & Behman’s Theatre; Chas. T. Ellis, James F. 
Finn, Hubert F. Kinney. (“William Henry Kennedy.” The New York Clipper, 13 
Jan 1894, p. 727). 

At Hyde & Behman’s, Helene Mora will sing a piece this week that was written 
by Harry Kennedy and called “When Peggy and I are Dead [sic].” (BDE, 14 Jan 
1894, p. 5) 

 

 

(NYC, 20 Jan 1894, p. 747) 

 

A testimonial to the late Harry Kennedy will be given at the Grand Opera House 
on Sunday night, 28 Jan. A committee of prominent citizens has the matter in 
charge (BDE, 14 Jan 1894, p. 1).  

A monster benefit is being arranged for the children of the late Harry Kennedy. 
Manager McCutcheon has given the use of his theatre (Grand Opera House), 28 
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Jan. (NYC, 20 Jan 1894, p. 738; BDE, 21Jan 1894, p. 2; Jan 26, p. 2; 28 Jan, p. 
7).  

Harry Kennedy, whose recent death caused so much surprise and sorrow to his 
many friends, left five minor children. Some of his nearest friends have made 
arrangements whereby the business of the Kennedy Publishing House will be 
continued, and the net revenue derived from the sale of the late composer’s songs 
will be devoted to the support of these children, whose mother has been dead for 
several years. All communications should be addressed to the Kennedy 
Publishing House, Box 194, Brooklyn, N.Y. (NYC, 20 Jan 1894, p. 739). 

Grand Opera House, Brooklyn. Sunday, 28 Jan: benefit for the children of the late 
Harry Kennedy, volunteers including Melville and Stetson, Ryan and Richfield, 
William H. Fox, Helene Mora, and Minnie Schult (Odell 15, p. 785).  

Arrangements are progressing for the monster benefit for the children of the late 
Harry Kennedy, to take place at the Grand Opera House 28 Jan (NYC, 27 Jan 
1894, p. 755).  

At a meeting of the Brooklyn Lodge, No. 30, Theatrical Mechanical Association, 
14 Jan, [….] resolutions of sorrow at the death of Harry Kennedy were adopted, 
and arrangements were made to attend the testimonial benefit, in a body. (NYC, 
27 Jan 1894, p. 755; BDE, 21 Jan 1894, p. 16), 

The Kennedy Testimonial.—The benefit performance at the Grand Opera House, 
Sunday, Jan. 28, for the children of the late Harry Kennedy was a success in every 
feature, and, when the returns are in, will net about fifteen hundred dollars for the 
beneficiaries. The house was packed at an early hour, and many people were 
unable to gain admission. Prominent people of political, theatrical and business 
life were conspicuous in the audience, and every act of the long programme was 
rewarded with deserved applause. Gen. Horatio C. King, a warm friend of the 
lamented ventriloquist, delivered a eulogistic address and the volunteers to appear 
in their best efforts were the Metropolitan Quartet, Ross and Fenton, Melville and 
Stetson, Ryan and Richfield, William H. Fox, “Judge William B. Green, Bernard 
Dyllyn, Perry Brothers, Johnnie Carroll, Edward Leslie, Bob Barry, son of Billy 
Barry, Helene Mora and Minnie Schult. An orchestra of sixty performers, led by 
M.Z. Hanau, furnished the music, and rendered many of the popular songs from 
Harry Kennedy’s musical pen. Joseph De La Harpe managed the stage. Manager 
Wallace McCutcheon donated the use of the theatre and service of the attendants, 
and assisted he committee in the grand result. (NYC, 3 Feb 1894, p, 770).  
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With the death of Harry Kennedy…, the question arises: "Have we any 
ventriloquists of note? He was at the top of his profession, known to variety 
audiences all over country. One of the most successful stars of vaudeville. 
Doubly popular, because his dummies could sing his own songs. Large salary: no 
less than $150 a week, often $200 or $250. One of the highest paid in the 
business. Said ventriloquism is not a natural gift. Muscles of throat have to be 
trained. As a school boy, was often punished for imitating his classmates. Made 
the teacher seem to say to the principal: "Oh, get out, you old thing; I won't do 
anything you want me to." Sound of wood being sawed under the stage, a voice 
gradually coming nearer, the sound of approaching and departing train are hard 
to do. An Australian ventriloquist did the sound of a dove cooing, gradually 
coming nearer. Most animal sounds fairly easy. Mr. Herbert F. Kenney, one of 
Kennedy's closest friends, said he had no equal in USA or abroad. 
("Ventriloquism. Harry Kennedy Explained It as Hard Work--Who Will Take His 
Place?" New York Morning Journal; reprinted in Galveston County Daily News 
[Galveston, Texas], 3 Feb 1894, p. 4) 

Helene Mora performed at Tony Pastor’s, 5 Feb 1894 and her first song was the 
last the late Harry Kennedy wrote, “When Peggy and I are Wed.” (NYC, 10 Feb 
1894, p. 786). Also reported on in BDE, 29 Jan 1894, p. 5. 

The account of the benefit for the children of Harry Kennedy [3 Feb 1884] 
credited Leader Hanau with being the conductor of the orchestra of the handsome 
arrangement of the songs of the lamented composer. The credit should have been 
given to Leader William E. Slater, musical director of Hyde & Behman’s  
Theatre, the arranger of the composition, and under whose directing baton the 
songs were so beautifully rendered. This correction is due to Mr. Slater, the 
rendition of this number of the programme being the musical feature of the 
evening. (NYC, 10 Feb 1894, p. 786).  

W.G.Wallace. “A Ventriloquist’s Dream. [A memory of the late Harry Kennedy.] 
BDE, 18 Nov 1894, p. 8. Poem.  

Memorial service for deceased Elks, including Harry Kennedy, 3 Dec 1894 (BDE, 
2 Dec 1894, p. 14; 3 Dec, p. 7; Also 2 Dec 1895, p. 4; 7 Dec 1896, p. 7; 5 Dec 
1898, p. 9; 2 Dec 1899, p. 2; 2 Dec 1901, p. 6; 8 Dec 1902, p. 8).   

Mr. Joseph Kennedy, the father of the late Harry Kennedy, and his grandson, 
William Linwood Kennedy, son of the composer, sailed for Europe on the 
Lucania yesterday. Mr. Kennedy goes to England to make his home with his son, 
Thomas, of Manchester, who is the European agent for the Kennedy Publishing 
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Company. His grandson expects to return in October. Last evening a bon voyage 
reception was given in their honor at the home of Miss Maud Kennedy, the 
daughter of the composer, and the musical entertainment was of a high character. 
Miss Miley sang a number of the Kennedy songs and ballads and she was 
accompanied by Miss Maud Kennedy, who also rendered several vocal selections, 
including “Nightingale,” by Mlle. Parepa [….]. Among those present were Miss 
Nellie Kennedy, Miss Irene, Kennedy, William L. Kennedy, Frank B. Kennedy 
[….] (BDE, 8 Aug 1897, p. 15). 

Miss Maud Kennedy, daughter of Harry Kennedy, took part in an entertainment 
for boys of the Truant School (BDE, 24 Jul 1898, p. 9).  

Miss Maud Kennedy, daughter of Harry Kennedy, sang the solo parts of the mass 
at funeral of Miss Mary MacKenna. (BDE, 28 Apr 1899, p. 11). 

Commencement of St. Joseph’s Academy, 21 Jun 1899. Miss Maud Kennedy, 
class of ’97, who has been for the last two years a student in the vocal department, 
received a diploma in vocal music, the first every bestowed at St. Joseph’s 
Academy. She is the soprano soloist in the choir at St. James’ Pre-Cathedral. 
(BDE, 22 Jun 1899, p. 8).  

Mrs. A.A.Gill and Miss Regina McGinley are entertaining Miss Nellie Kennedy, 
daughter of the late Harry Kennedy, at St. Patrick’s rectory, Bay Shore. (BDE, 19 
Aug 1899, p. 3).  

Miss Maud Kennedy sang at convention of Music Teachers’ Association, 
Saratoga [….] (BDE, 1 Jul 1900, p. 24). 

Minnie Schult dead. Wife of museum proprietor George Huber. Popular singer. 
Popularized Harry Kennedy’s songs (BDE, 5 Nov 1900, p. 3). Also see biography 
with portrait, Clipper, 3 Jul 1897, p. 283.  

Maud Kennedy sang with Sousa band at Atlantic City (BDE, 20 Jul 1902, p. 25).  

Great  Hits. “Sing Me Those Pretty Songs Again.” “Say Au Revoir, But Not 
Goodbye.” French and German Editions. Beautiful waltz, “Au Revoir.” “Darling, 
Don’t Believe a Word They Say.” Compositions of the late HARRY KENNEDY. 
For sale at all music stores or KENNEDY PUBLISHING HOUSE, 288 [?] State 
Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. (NYC, 20 Oct 1894, p. 532).  

"The Latest Hits Just Out, By the late Harry Kennedy." (NYC, 26 Oct 1895, p. 
543). List of songs. Kennedy Publishing House, Brooklyn. "Any of the above 
songs, with orchestral parts, 10c to the profession. To be had at all Music Dealers 
and of the Publisher." 
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Kennedy, S.A., ventriloquist.  

S.A. Kennedy, ventriloquist, Dr. P.A. Gibb’s Museum, opening at Lake Side 
Park, Indiana, 4 July 1894 (NYC, 14 Jul 1894, p. 291).  

S.A. Kennedy, manager, Gibbs’ Olympic Museum, opening 31 July at 
Middletown, NJ (NYC, 25 Aug 1894, p. 386).  

Trenton Museum, Trenton, New Jersey. Week of 22 Oct 1894. Lecture hall 
attractions included Jo Jo the Human Skye Terrier; Kennedy, ventriloquist; and 
Allen's funny Punch and Judy ("Trenton Museum." Trenton Times (Trenton, New 
Jersey), 26 Oct 1894, p. 6; 27 Oct, p. 8)   S.A. Kennedy? 

S.A. Kennedy, ventriloquist, with his wife and daughter, are wintering at New 
Orleans, La., where they will remain until after the Mardi Gras Carnival in 
February. (NYC, 9 Feb 1895, p. 780) 

Prof. Kennedy and wife are giving a mesmeric entertainment at Army and Navy 
Hall, Cleveland, and will continue for another week (NYC 9 Mar 1895, p. 5). S.A. 
Kennedy? 

S.A. Kennedy, ventriloquist and lecturer—his fifth season with Doc. Gibbs’ 
Olympic Museum. We open our fair season at Greenfield, O., July 30 (NYC, 6 Jul 
1895, p. 275).  

At  liberty Oct. 14. S.A. Kennedy and wife. Strong outside all day 
announcements. Understand ballooning thoroughly. Work knee figures. Evalyn, 
snake charmer, with snakes. Salary or per cent. Address Marion, Ohio. (NYC, 28 
Sep 1895, p. 477) 

"S.A. Kennedy and wife were called home to Cleveland, O., from Atlanta, Ga., on 
account of the sudden death of Mr. Kennedy's brother, W.F. Kennedy, who died 
in Baltimore, Md., Oct. 22." (NYC, 9 Nov 1895, p. 569) 

Prof. S.A. Kennedy, ventriloquist and lecturer, Gibbs & Kennedy's Medicine Show; the 
roster also included the Kennedy Children in song and dances. "We use a 50ft. top with 
two 30ft. middle pieces. Business is good. We are making one and two week stands. Our 
tent is fitted out like an opera house. Everybody is well, and the man in white comes 
around every Sunday." (NYC, 4 Jul 1896, p., 276) 

"The C. L. Sheppard Concert Co. roster is as follows: Dr. C. L. Sheppard, proprietor; S.A. 
Kennedy, manager and lecturer; George Mann, treasurer; Prof. Mondana, magician; 
Mann's animated picture machine and gramophone; Ammon Metzler, comedian and 
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banjoist; S.A. Kennedy, ventriloquist; Mrs. S.A. Kennedy and Iris Kennedy." (NYC, 26 Dec 
18n96, p. 689) 

Kerrigan, J.W., ventriloquist 

J.W. Kerrigan, ventriloquist, Worth’s Museum, New York, 17-22 Apr 1893 
(Odell 15, p. 447).  

 Professor Kerrigan, Harlem Museum, New York, 24-29 Apr 1893 (Odell 15, p. 
459). 

Prof. Kerrigan, ventriloquist, curio hall, Wonderland Theatre and Musée, Detroit. 
(NYC, 1 Sep 1895, p. 420) 

Kirbye, George Washington. Born in Cincinnati, 1828 (Albano 2008, p. 18). Wrote two 
books: 

Kirbye, George Washington. Autobiography, or A sketch of the life and adventures of 
George W. Kirbye, professionally known as a ventriloquist, magician, equilibrist and 
athlete. Giving full details of his extraordinary career and romantic history 
from his birth until the present time.   [Milford, NH:] the author, 1860s (WorldCat; 
only copy listed is in New York Public Library) 

 

Kirbye, George Washington. Origin and history of ventriloquism; with full & 
comprehensive instructions in the art, embracing many eccentric 
anecdotes of distinguished performers, illustrating the astonishing effects 
produced by this peculiar art. Philadelphia: the author, 1861 (World Cat; only copy 
listed is in New York Public Library).  

GEORGE W. KIRBY [sic]. Died in Atlanta, Georgia, in Jan 1893. Born in Cincinnati in 1828 
[?]. Lengthy obituary. (NYC 4 Feb 1893, p. 777) 

Lamond, spiritualism, ventriloquism, and magic, Turnhalle, Williamsburg, New York, 
Feb 1883 (Odell 12, p. 197), 

Lauder, George S. From Australia; worked with five dummies (Laurie, p. 114) 

Lawrence  

Lawrence, mimic and ventriloquist. Reed’s Winter Circus, opening the season the 
week of 2 Apr 1894 at the Wonderland, Jamestown, Pennsylvania (NYC, 7 Apr 
1894, p. 70).  

Lawrence, magician and ventriloquist, Woodward’s Fun Makers. We are touring 
western Massachusetts and business is excellent. (NYC, 24 Aug 1895, p. 389) 
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Leary, D. For sale, 4 ventriloquist figures, in first class order. $10 takes them. D. Leary, 
410 West Thirty-first Street, N.Y. City (NYC, 4 Aug 1894, p. 351). (Laurie, p. 114) 

Le Claire, Charles D. "VENTRILOQUISM.--Everybody a ventriloquist in two minutes 
using a newly imported invention by means of which they can throw he voice near and 
far and mimic, etc. with the best professionals. It never fails and lasts a lifetime. 
Apparatus perfectly invisible. No reed or whistle. Money refunded if not satisfactory. 
Agents wanted to handle in gross lots. Foreign price $5. but sent prepaid for $1 by the 
sole American agent. PROF. CHARLES D. LE CLAIR…Palace Hotel, Chicago, Ill." 
(NYC, 7 Nov 1896, p. 578) 

Leitensdorfer, Eugene. Eugene Leitensdorfer, born in Austria as Gerrasio Probasie 
Santuri. Arrived in USA 1809 and headed W. First ventriloquist known to have 
entertained W of the Mississippi. Retired in 1835 at age 63 (Burns 104-105).  1772-1849 
(Albano 2008, p. 16) 

Lenoir, George. "Geo. Lenoir, ventriloquist, and Laura Rionel, second sight, are with the 
side show of the Van Amburgh Circus." (NYC, 4 Jul 1896, p. 278) 

Le Roal, Harry, juggler, ventriloquist, magician, and Punch and Judy, Indian Herb 
Remedy Co, No. 18. We are in our fifth week of the camping season and doing fine 
business. (NYC, 22 Jun 1895, p. 243) 

Le Roy, William 

[In July 1984, W.D. Le Roy, 103 Court Street, Boston, was the American agent 
for the book Shadowgraphs, published in Paris (NYC, 7 Jul 1894, p. 284)] 

Notes from the Olympian Show: William Le Roy, magician and ventriloquist, 
was on the roster. We open July 20 at Benton, Pa., under an 80ft. Top and drawn 
with eight head of horses. (NYC, 20 Jul 1895, p. 306).  

Prof. Le Roy, magician, Wonderland Museum, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, week of 
30 Dec 1895-4 Jan 1896 (NYC, 4 Jan 1896, p. 693). William Le Roy? 

Leroy, Charles 

Woodward notes: We opened our summer season May 3, under canvas, at South 
Waterboro, Mo. [sic], to good business. This is our second season in 
Maine….Charles Leroy, magician and ventriloquist, does several specialties 
(NYC 9 May 1896, p. 152.  

Lester, Harry. Twentieth-century ventriloquist. Harry Lester: became known as “The 
Great Lester.” Influenced by A.O. Duncan (Burns 2000oth, p. 115).  The Great Lester 
was first to do the distant voice clearly before the mike was invented. He claimed to be 
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the originator of drinking while making a humming noise, but a playbill dated 1821 
shows that Mons. Alexandre drank while talking. The Great Lester’s phone bit when he 
called up Heaven and Hell in search of his sister was outstanding and long remembered; 
you could hear when he lifted the phone off the hook, the busy signal, etc. His dummy 
was named Frank Byron. He was the first to walk among the audience with his lips 
tightly closed and his dummy whistling a tune. A real great vent was the Great Lester! 
(Laurie, p. 114). The web site Ventriloquist Central 
(http://www.ventriloquistcentral.com/index.htm) contains a great deal of information 
about Harry Lester: he was born Maryan Czaijkoski or Tschaikowski in Poland in 1880 
and lived until 1956. The site also includes a copy of a 1945 article about Lester (Don 
Drury. “Stepfather to Charlie McCarthy.” Coronet, March 1945, pp. 115-116). Thanks to 
Lee Dean for bringing this to my attention. Harry Lester became interested in 
ventriloquism after seeing O.M. Mitchell’s show (Drury, Don. "Stepfather to Charlie 
McCarthy." Coronet, Mar 1945, pp. 115-118).  

 

Lingerman, Prof. Samuel H., ventriloquist 

Prof. S.H. Lingerman, ventriloquist, can be secured (NYC, 2 Sep 1893, p. 416). 

Prof. Samuel H. Lingerman. Ventriloquist. Having a complete set of five well 
dressed talking figures, representing several different characters, also imitations 
of noted characters in many positions—the whole representing an act to please all 
who may witness it. Eden Musée, Reading, Pa. June 10, 1893,--To managers: 
Prof. Lingerman, ventriloquist, has played my house two successive weeks, and 
gave entire satisfaction—He is a good performer, and I can cheerfully recommend 
him to all managers as a drawing card.—G.W. Middleton, Proprietor. Responsible 
managers only will address Prof. S.H. Lingerman, 2332 Rednor Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. or care of Clipper. Charles Herman, Agent, 149 E. 15th St., N.Y. 
(NYC, 2 Sep 1893, p. 425).  

S.H. Lingerman, ventriloquist, and Harry C. Gardner, prestidigateur, are now 
conducting a traveling museum. (NYC, 27 Jan 1894, p. 752). 

S.H. Lingerman, ventriloquist, is playing one night stands through New 
Hampshire and Vermont, to fair business (NYC, 16 Jun 1894, p. 277). 

S.H. Lingerman, Harlem Museum, New York (NYC, 17 Oct 1894, p. 540). 

Lingerman and Gardner’s, Clay, PA, 14 Nov 1894; Brunnersville, 15 Nov; Lititz, 
16 Nov (NYC, 17 Nov 1894, p. 587).  

http://www.ventriloquistcentral.com/index.htm�
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Lorenzo, Chick. Prof. Chick Lorenzo, ventriloquist. Has been touring the country for 
more than a quarter century. Has a college education. Just finished an engagement with 
Ringling Brothers, and passed through Kansas City on way to a 6 months' engagement 
with a medicine show. Rather substantial article with info on the art of ventriloquism 
("Tricks of a Ventriloquist." Kansas City Star; rpt in Washington Post (Washington, 
D.C.), 20 Aug 1911, p. 4) 

 

Love, William Edward. British ventriloquist who toured America. Vox 64, 65, 67, 68. 
Burns, 52-53. See other volumes of Odell. Portraits: Albano 
2008, p. 16.  

 

Love, the polyphonist, seen early in the summer 1837 
at the Vauxhill, New York (Odell 4, p. 256). 

 

Love, the polyphonist, American Museum, New 
York, later August and early September 1837 (Odell 
4, p. 256). 

 

Love, the polyphonist, appeared nightly at Vauxhall 
Gardens, New York, June 1838. According to the 
Post, included “Love’s Lucubrations, Mine Host’s 
Dilemmas, Love in all shapes, etc. He introduced his 
“extraordinary illustrations of polyphony, being a 
recent….improvement, in point of clearness, distance, 
power, number of voices and variety of expression, on the art erroneously 
denominated Ventriloquism—on a principle never attained by any other Artist.” It 
is disappointing, after wading through all that polyphony, to learn that Mr. Love 
was only a superior ventriloquist after all. (Odell 4, p. 266). 

Love, the Polyphonist, came to Park Theatre, New York, 6 Aug 1838, in his well-
knoiwn Love in All Shapes, also in Love’s Labour Lost, in the course  of which 
he performed eight characters. (Odell 4, p. 289). 

Love, Wallach’s, New York, 14 Aug 1838 (Odell 4). 

Love, American Museum, New York, Sept 1838 (Odell 4, p. 321). 

 

Love, Polyphonist (Odell 4, 
opposite p. 256) 
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Love, the polyphonist, Peale’s Museum, 24 Feb 1839 (Odell 4, p. 417). 

“Mr. Love the Polyphonist, in twelve of the Principal Characters, in his Popular 
Entertainments, entitled, “Love in all Shapes,” “Love’s Inges Falui” and “Love’s 
Labour Lost,” delivered by him with unprecedented success at the St. James’ 
Theatre, City of London Tavern & Almacks.” [London: Ingrey and Madeley, c. 
1840.] 14 1/2” x 11 3/4”. This colored lithograph depicts Love standing behind a 
draped table, surrounded by sketches of himself in eleven of the principal 
characters (three in drag) of his popular entertainments modeled on the Mathews’ 
At Homes and Vattemare’s Adventures of a Ventriloquist. His “claim for 
distinctiveness lay in his designation of himself as a ‘polyphonist’ rather than a 
‘ventriloquist.’ He seems to have meant by this a much broader claim of the 
powers of the voice to reconstruct the experience of space (Connor).” (Dramatis 
Personae Booksellers, Catalog 94, 2007) 

Love, Tivoli Garden, Richmond Hall, 24 Aug 1840, in Love in All Shapes and 
Love’s Labour Lost, and in a “zoological” concert. His benefit, on 2 Sep, 
presented him in A Soporific Draught, in which he impersonated eight characters; 
he also acted the Watchman, in Past Ten o’Clock, and a Cloudy [sic] Night. 
(Odell 4, p. 435). 

Love, in his well known Love in all Shapes, added spice to the programme on 19 
Aug 1841, Tivoli Garden. On 25 Aug, he gave his equally familiar Dinner at Five 
Precisely (Odell 4, p. 525). 

Maccabe, Frederic. British ventriloquist who toured America. Vox 66, 67, 68. Frederic 
Maccabe, Burns 56, 57, 66, 69, 140, 151, 236. Frederick [sic] MacCabe [sic] was a 
famous English vent who played American Big Time; he did not use figures but was a 
distant voice exponent and a good one (Laurie, p. 115). Portraits in Albano 2008, p. 20.  
Published various books, including The art of ventriloquism, including full directions to 
learners how to acquire a pleasing vocalization, with amusing dialogues (London and New York: 
F. Warne, 1875; also other editions) and numerous songbooks and sheet music for individual 
songs. 
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STEINWAY HALL. PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT. Oct. 14, first 
appearance in the United States of the eminent musical trouvere, and great 
character delineator, Mr. FREDERICK [sic] MACCABE, in his universally 
popular entertainment BEGONE DULL CARE, or an Elysium of Humor, Music, 
and Ventriloquism, in which he will display his marvelous power of changing 
voice, figure, and face, with rapid and picturesque changes of costumes, 
introducing new and original songs, appropriate music, etc. For particulars see 
bills of the day (NYT, 25-29 Sep, 1 Oct 1874, p. 7 or 11). 

MACCABE. STEINWAY HALL, WEDNESDAY, OCT. 14. First appearance in 
America of England’s renowned Mimic and Ventriloquist, Frederic Maccabe, in 
his original character entertainment, BEGONE DULL CARE . A vocal, 
ventriloquial, musical, sartorial mélange. Pronounced by the London and leading 
provincial journals throughout England and Scotland, the most successful 
monologue entertainment ever produced. (NYT, 7 Oct 1874, p. 7).  

MACCABE.—TWICE TO-DAY. STEINWAY HALL. Matinée at 2. Evening at 
8. FREDERIC MACCABE, in his original entertainment, BEGONE, DULL 
CARE. The most original and pleasing entertainment ever presented to the public, 
depending solely on the versatility and talent of a single artist.—Public Opinion. 
(NYT, 24 Oct 1874, p. 11). 

MACCABE MATINEE TO-DAY AT 2. BEGONE, DULL CARE is given at 
every matinee precisely as at night, and is now the magnetic point of attraction in 
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New-York. Wondering and delighted thousands are bewildered with surprise, and 
wish to know how it is all done by one person. They refuse to believe their eyes, 
and say “It is impossible.” (NYT, 24 Oct 1874, p. 11). 

MACCABE.—STEINWAY HALL TO DAY AT 2 AND 8.—Twenty-four of his 
original, bright, and delightful PERSONATIONS AND SONGS, elegant, novel, 
and diversified, replete with intensely comic incidents and situations. Every taste 
suited. Beautiful melodies, operatic selections, piano recitals, a superb exposition 
of Ventriloquism and Character Delineations. Admission, 50 cents: reserved seats 
50 cents extra. Reserved seats can be secured at Steinway Hall, Schirmer’s, No. 
701 Broadway: No. 114 Broadway: Schuberth’s No. 23 Union Square, and at all 
the principal hotels. (NYT, 24 Sep 1874, p. 11). 

Mr. Frederic Maccabe, Steinway Hall, beginning next Wednesday. Excellent 
mimic and ventriloquist, good delineator of character (NYT, 11 Oct 1874, p. 7).a 

MACCABE.—STEINWAY HALL—MACCABE. Every evening at 8. Matinée 
Saturday at 2. Fourth week of the notable and overwhelming success of 
FREDERIC MACCABE, in his original entertainment, BEGONE DULL CARE; 
or and Elysium of Humor, Music, and Ventriloquism. MACCABE’S 
TRANSITION OF CHARACTER. The entire press is unanimous as to the 
marvelous rapidity and wonder with which each change of character is effected. 
Never has such a versatility of voice, features, and embodiment been exhibited in 
any entertainment of modern times. MACCABE’S PRESENT ATTRACTIVE 
PROGRAMME of original MIRTH, PERSONATIONS and SONGS, including 
those marvels of delineations, the FASCINATING FELLOW, MISS MARY 
MAY, THE WANDERING MINSTRELS, and THE ENGLISH RAILWAY 
PORTER, in which Mr. MACCABE will impersonate seven individuals without 
leaving the sight of the audience, will be repeated evening until further notice. 
Admission, 50c.; reserved seats, 25c. and 50c, extra, Reserved seats at Steinway 
Hall daily, from 9 till 5. (NYT, 3 Nov 1874, p. 7). 

MACCABE. STEINWAY HALL. LAST DAY. LAST MATINEE TO-DAY AT 
2. LAST REPRESENTATION THIS EVENING AT 8, of the brilliant success of 
FREDERIC MACCABE in his sparkling Monologue Entertainment, BEGONE 
DULL CAREFL; Or, An Elysium of Humor, Music and Ventriloquism. (NYT, 21 
Nov 1874, p. 7). 

MACCABE’S LAST DAY AT STEINWAY HALL. MATINEE AT 2 
O’CLOCK. EVENING AT 8. LAST TWO REPRESENTATIONS OF 
MACCABE’S present attractive programme of original MIRTH, 
PERSONIFICATION, AND SONGS, including those marvels of delineations, the 
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FASCINATING FELLOW! MISS MARY MAY! THE WANDERING 
MINSTREL! and THE ENGLISH RAILWAY PORTER. Ticket office at 
Steinway Hall open daily from 9 till 5. (NYT, 21 Nov 1874, p. 7). 

MACCABE. ROBINSON HALL. EVERY EVENING in a revised edition of his 
entertainment “BEGONE DULL CARE,” comprising, with countless additions, 
the same REPERTOIRE OF MIMICAL ODDITIES as presented by Mr. 
MACCABE during his late season of FIFTY NIGHTS at Steinway Hall.). (NYT, 
16-31 Dec 1874, p. 7). 

MACCABE. ROBINSON HALL—TO-NIGHT. BRILLIANT SUCCESS OF 
THE NEW PROGRAMME, including the sensational deceptions of SIR 
ROWLAND THE RUFF-UN: in which Mr. MACCABE will personate two 
characters at once (male and female) remaining upon the stage, in full sight of the 
audience. MACCABE’S BEGONE DULL CARE is on of the most wonderful, 
pleasing, and astonishing entertainments now to be seen. The mystery of all 
beholders is how any one performer can represent so many characters 
simultaneously. From old age to youth and beauty in a few seconds, from 
fashionable foppery to rustic simplicity immediately. Everything in all, but 
nothing long. “How is it done?” is the universal exclamation and inquiry. (NYT, 
16-31 Dec 1874, p. 7). 

MACCABE.—EVERY EVENING AT ROBINSON Hall, East 16th Street, in 24 
of his original PERSONATIONS AND SONGS. Elegant, Novel, and Diversified, 
replete with intensely Comic Incidents. Every taste suited. Beautiful Melodies, 
Operatic Selections, Piano Recitals, a superb exposition of Ventriloquism and 
Character Delineations. Admission, 50 cents; Reserved Seats, 50 cents extra. 
Ticket Office, Robinson Hall, open daily from 9 till 5. (NYT, 16-31 Dec 1874, p. 
7). 

MACCABE—ROBINSON HALL, 16TH ST., between 5th av. And Union square, 
every evening at 8, in his highly successful Monologue. BEGONE DULL CARE. 
Music, Ventriloquism, and Character Delineations, Personations, and Songs. 
Romance and Reality—“Miss Mary May,” “The Fascinating Fellow,” Love, 
Beautiful Love8,” “The English Railway Porter,” and dual deceptions of “SIR 
ROWLAND THE RUFF-UN,” in which Mr. MACCABE will personate two 
characters at once (male and female), remaining upon the stage in full sight of the 
audience. Admission, 50c.; Reserved Seats, 50c. extra; Family Circle, 25c. Ticket 
Office, Robinson Hall, open daily from 9 till 5. (NYT, 4, 7, 8, 13 Jan 1875, p. 7). 

MACCABE. ROBINSON HALL, 16TH ST.  Every evening at 8. Matinée 
Saturday at 2. Fourth month in New-York of the brilliant success of FREDERIC 
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MACCABE, in his original mirthful and ventriloquial entertainment, BEGONE 
DULL CARE. The popular and artistic success of Mr. Maccabe’s present 
engagement is without parallel in New-York. The audiences which have honored 
his matchless performances during the PAST THREE MONTHS are the 
GREATEST and MOST FASHIONABLE ever gathered to witness an 
entertainment. The programme for the present week will be of SURPASSING 
EXCELLENCE, Including “The Wandering Minstrels,” “Miss Mary May,” “The 
Fascinating Fellow,” “The English Railway Porter,” “Terry O’Mulligan,” and the 
dual deception of ‘SIR ROWLAND THE RUFF-UN,”  In which Mr. MACCABE 
will PERSONATE TWO CHARACTERS AT ONCE (MALE AND FEMALEO.) 
Ticket-office, Robinson Hall, open daily from 9 till 5. (NYT, 25 Jan 1875, p. 7)  

Frederic Maccabe is poor and ill in London. Wilson Barrett has started a 
subscription for his relief. He gave delightful entertainments called “Begone Dull 
Care” in Robinson Hall, E 16th Street, New York, for a long period in the 1870s. 
His ventriloquism was never surpassed here, even by Harry Kennedy (“The 
Drama,” The New York Times Illustrated Magazine, 25 Dec 1898, p. 6). 

Mack, Charlie. Charlie Mack, Burns 73, 162, 253. Same as Charles W. Mack (Charles 
McCarty), Punch and Judy performer? 

Charlie Mack, ventriloquist and magic, Electric Remedy Co., No. 14. After two 
weeks' vacation we have opened in opera houses." (NYC, 2 Nov 1895, p. 553)  

Mado or Mardo, ventriloquist. N.B. the Gollmar Circus had an elephant named Mardo 
(NYC, 20 Jul 1895, p. 307; 27 Jul 1895, p. 325) 

Mado, ventriloquist. Nickelodeon, Boston (NYC, 8 Dec 1894, p. 637) 

Ventriloquist Mado, Nickel Odeon, Boston, this week (NYC, 15 Dec 1894, p. 
653)  

Prof. Mardo [sic], ventriloquist, Nickel Odeon, Boston. (NYC, 29 Dec 1894, p. 
683) 

'Twas said at the Walnut Street [Cincinnati] that Mardo, the juggler, and Louise 
Hoope, one of the coryphees of "The Black Crook," had been married. (NYC, 5 
Jan 1895, p. 701) 

Prof. Mardo, ventriloquist, Nickel Odeon, Boston, this week. New York Clipper, 
19 Jan 1895, p. 733. 

McVicker's Theatre, Chicago: Eugene Tompkins' production of "The Black Crook 
began the second week of its fairly prosperous engagement 13 Jan 
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1895…..Specialties by Mardo and the Athos Family add materially to the merit of 
the pereformance. (NYC, 19 Jan 1895, p. 734). Not the same as Mardo the 
ventriloquist? 

Mardo, ventriloquist, Nickel Odeon, Boston, this week. NYC, 26 Jan 1895, p. 
747). 

Mardo, ventriloquist, Nickel Odeon, Boston, week of 28 Jan 1895 (NYC, 2 Feb 
1895, p. 763).  

Mardo, ventriloquist, Nickel Odeon, Boston, Mass, week of 25 Feb 1895. NYC, 2 
Mar 1895, p. 828). 

Mardo, ventriloquist, Nickel Odeon, Boston, Mass (NYC, 16 Mar 1895, p. 19). 

Mardo, ventriloquist, Nickel Odeon, Boston, Mass (NYC, 23 Mar 1895, p. 36). 

Mardo, a juggler, Keith's Union Square Theatre, New York, 3 Jun 1895. (NYC, 8 
Jun 1895, p. 214). 

Clown - Mardo - Juggler Has been Re-engaged with "The Black Crook" Co. for 
the Coming Season. (NYC, 17 Aug 1895, p. 382) 

Mardo, ventriloquist, Dunn's Nickel Odeon, Boston, week of 7 Oct 1895 (NYC, 
12 Oct 1895, p. 503) 

Mardo, ventriloquist, Dunn's Nickelodeon, Boston, this week (NYC, 23 Nov 
1895, p. 599) 

Mardo, Nickelodeon, Boston, next week (NYC, 7 Dec 1895, p. 631) 

Mardo, the juggler, Academy of Music, Chicago (NYC, 28 Dec 1895, p. 679) 

Mardo, Wonderland Museum, Lynn, Mass. New house, opened 22 Dec (NYC, 28 
Dec 1895, p. 679) 

Mardo, Nickelodeon, Boston, week of 26 Jan 1896 (NYC, 25 Jan 1896, p. 743) 

Mardo, The Bijou, Philadelphia, week of 23 Mar 1896 (NYC, 28 Mar 1896, p. 53) 

Mardo, clown juggler, Hammerstein's Olympia Roof Garden, New York, week of 
6 Jul 1896 (NYC, 11 Jul 1896, p. 296) 
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(Clipper, 23 Jan 1897, p. 758) 

 

(Clipper, 30 Jan 1897, p. 774) 

 

Martine or Martyne, Prof. A.J.  

Prof. A.J. Martine, ventriloquist, Keith's Union Square Theatre, New York, this 
week. (NYC, 2 Mar 1895, p. 830). 

A.J. Martyne, Austin & Stone’s Museum, Boston (NYC, 16 Mar 1895, p. 19) 

Prof. Martyne, Keith's Theatre, Boston, this week. (NYC, 28 Sep 1895, p. 469)  

A.J. Martyne, Elks Bazaar, Proctor’s Opera House, Hartford, CT, opening 5 Oct 
1895 (NYC, 12 Oct 1895, p. 501) 

Prof. Martyne, Keith's New Theatre, Boston, week of 4 May 1896 (NYC, 9 May 
1896, p. 151)  

Martino, “the far-famed California illusionist and ventriloquist.” Third annual season, 9 
Oct  1871 (playbill, Burns 104) 

Mathews, Charles. English performer who visited USA 

Mathews [Charles]. Sketches of Mr. Mathews' Celebrated Trip to Paris, 
Comprising A Full Account of His Admirable Lecture on Peculiarities, 
Characters and Manners, With the Most Laughable of the Stories and Adventures, 
and Seven Original Comic Songs,... And an Analysis of the Laughable 
Monopologue, La Diligence. London: J. Limbird, n. d. [c. 1820]. The first of 



140 
 

140 
 

Mathews’ At Homes as performed at the English Opera House. The hand-colored 
frontispiece, by Robert Cruikshank, shows Mathews in an inn yard, in women’s 
(Dramatis Personae catalogue, 2007).  

The London Mathews; Containing An Account of this celebrated Comedian’s Trip 
to America, Being An Actual Lecture on Peculiarities, Characters, and Manners, 
founded on his own Observations and Adventures, To Which are Prefixed, Several 
Original Comic Songs.... Embellished with Six Copper-plate Engravings. 
Philadelphia: McCarty & Davis and Morgan & Yeager, 1824. This scarce 
American edition of Mathews’ At Home, “Trip to America,” includes the songs 
“Opossum Up a Gum-Tree,” “Militia Muster Folk,” “Boston Post-Office,” “Ode 
to General Jackson,” “Illinois Inventory,” and “The American Jester’s Song.” The 
folding frontispiece (hand colored) represents Mathews in six different characters. 
It is quite different (although the characters portrayed are the same) from that of 
the London issue, the plate of which was engraved by George Cruikshank. The 
plate in this copy is undoubtedly the work of Joseph Yaeger of Philadelphia who 
at this time made copies of the etchings by Cruikshank and other English 
illustrators. (Dramatis Personae catalogue, 2007).  

Mr. Mathews’ Memorandum Book, of Peculiarities, Character, and Manners, 
Collected by him on his various Trips. Interspersed With Most Laughable Tales, 
Anecdotes, Eccentricities, and Original Comic Songs. London: Duncombe, n. d. 
[c. 1825]. One of Mathews’ At Homes as performed at the English Opera House. 
The anecdotes include one, “ludicrous and laughable,” regarding John Philip 
Kemble and Robert Bensley. The two landscape illustrations to the frontispiece, 
with original hand coloring, depict Mathews in eight different characters of his 
Memorandum Book and in a scene in the monopologue (included in the text) The 
Crown in Danger (Dramatis Personae catalogue, 2007).  

Mr. Mathews in the Characters of his Invitations [and] The City Barge. [London]: 
J. Limbird, [1826]. Etching, 5 1/8” x 7”; minimal dusting. $45. Mathews is 
depicted in the characters of seven different sketches in his Invitations, with a 
scene from “The City Barge” below (Dramatis Personae catalogue, 2009) 

Mathews, New York, 1828-29. Odell 3: 4 Sep 1828, Park Theatre, New York.  
"Mr. Matthews [sic], from the Surrey Theatre and Royal Gardens, Vauxhall," 
made his first appearance in America, in "the much celebrated and highly 
amusing Tragical Comedy and Comical Tragedy, of Punchinello, or, Punch and 
Judy (p. 378). At the Chatham Museum, in the Spectaculum, beginning 27 Sep 
1828, Mr. Mathews, of the Surrey Theatre, London, gave the comic tragedy of 
Punch and Judy--continued for the rest of the season (p. 425). Punch and Judy 
remained at the Chatham Museum in April 1829 (p. 425).  
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Mathews, [Charles] and [Edmund] Yates. Mathews & Yates at Home. Mr. 
Mathews’s New Entertainment... The Spring Meeting.... Also, Mr. Yates’ Singular 
Report of Promise of Marriage, in the Irish Court of Justice,.. Called, Love 
Among the Lawyers.... The Whole Performed at the Adelphi Theatre. London: J. 
Duncombe, n. d. [c. 1829]. 12mo; modern blue wraps; folding, engraved, 
handcolored frontispiece; light thumbsoiling to fore-edges; contemporary owner’s 
inscription to head of one page; untrimmed. $120. The “only correct edition.” The 
handcolored frontispiece shows “Messrs. Mathews and Yates in All Their 
Characters,” fourteen in total (including Harlequin). (Dramatis Personae 
Catalogue 2009). 
 

Charles Mathews used mimicry and ventriloquism, keeping up a dialogue of 6 to8 
characters, with ventriloquism used for off-stage voices; in 1819, used 
ventriloquism with a doll (Albano 2008, p. 15) 

See Paul McPharlin. The Puppet Theatre in America: A History, with a List of 
Puppeteers 1524-1948 (New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1949), pp. 116-
118, 123. 

Maurettus, Prof. Charles E. 

Prof. C.E. Maurittas [?], ventriloquist and conjuror. Kickapoo Indian Medicine 
Co., No. 2. In spite of rainy weather all along the line, business is stated to be 
good. (NYC, 13 May 1893, p. 151). 

For sale cheap, magic marionettes and ventriloquial figures. Prof. Chas. E. 
Maurettus (ventriloquist), McLouth, Jefferson Co., Kansas. Regards to all friends 
(with money) (NYC, 26 Jan 1895, p. 758) 

“Charles Maurittius [sic], clown and pantomimist, died May 30, at his home in 
Philadelphia, Pa., after a lingering illness. His wife and two children survive 
him.” (NYC, 19 Jun 1897, p. 255) 

McNulty, Prof. Ventriloquist and Punch and Judy showman 

Prof. McNulty and wooden headed family, Dr. C.J. Foster's Comedy Co, now touring S 
Texas to reported good business (NYC, 26 Jan 1895, p. 751) 

Prof McNulty, Punch and Judy, Wonderland Theatre and Musée, Detroit, (NYC, 16 Mar 
1895, p. 19) 

The Unique, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 17 Mar 1908: "Mr. McAnulty came next 
with his wonderful ventriloquism, and his three dummies, which he handled with 
masterly genius and strong dramatic power. His dialogues are tempered with a 
refreshing humor. There is a charm about his work which captivates his audience. 
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His work is original in conception and execution." (Eau Claire Leader, 18 Mar 
1908, p. 8). Later in the week, this artist, who also gave a Punch and Judy show, 
was referred to as Prof. McNully and Prof. McNulty.  

McKee, ventriloquist.  

Mckee, ventriloquist, Wonderland, Milwaukee, Wisconsin (NYC, 3 Mar 1894, p. 
833).  

McKee, a ventriloquist, Kohl & Middleton’s Clark Street Dime Museum, 
Chicago, this week (NYC, 25 Aug 1894, p. 387). 

McKee, a ventriloquist, Kohl & Middleton's Globe Musée, Chicago. (NYC, 1 Sep 
1894, p. 407). 

W.D. McKee, ventriloquist, Wonderland Theatre and Musée, Detroit, Michigan 
(NYC, 6 Oct 1894, p. 488). 

W.D. McKee, ventriloquist, Wonderland Musée and Theatre, Rochester, NY, this 
week (NYC, 20 Oct 1894, p. 524). 

W.D. McKee, Eden Musée, Paterson, NJ (NYC, 27 Oct 1894. p. 537).  

W.D. McKee, Trenton Museum, Trenton, NJ, week of 12 Nov 1894 (NYC, 17 
Nov 1894, p. 586).  

Professor McKee, Wonderland, Utica, New York. (NYC, 22 Dec 1894, 
p.670).Ventriloquist? 

Mello, Prof, magician and ventriloquist, Great American Shows. “Business thus far has 
been excellent.” (NYC, 1 Aug 1896, p. 343.  

Melton, Herr, magician and ventriloquist. Welch & Sands’ Big City Show, Royal British 
Museum, Colossal Carnival of Novelties and Trained Animal Combine. Show also 
included Mlle. Melton, mind-reader. Season opened June 17, at York, Pa., playing to 
packed houses, both afternoon and evening. The show travels by rail, and makes three 
days and week stands. (NYC, 1 Jul 1893, p. 264).  

Melvin, Charles, ventriloquist and clown. New Colossal Shows, Jess. Brown, sole owner 
and manager. Also Nina Melvin, flying rings and contortionist. Both Melvins were also 
among the concert people. The show is now in Texas, and doing a phenomenal business. 
We have an 80ft. round top, with a 40ft. middle, and a 30ft. Dressing tent, and twenty-
five head of fine stock, and have never missed a salary day (NYC, 5 Jan 1895, p. 703) 

Metayer  
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The Philadelphia Public Ledger for 7 December 1847 heralds the coming to Temperance 
Hall, Third Street below Green, on 9 December, of Monsieur Metayer, the famous 
ventriloquist, with "nine speaking automata," probably the dummies into which he 
threw his voice. (McPharlin, Puppet Theatre in America, 1949, p. 108) 

 

Millis, Frank (Australian). I.e. Frank W. Millis? 

Millis, Frederick W., ventriloquist  

Fred W. Millis, ventriloquist, Windsor Theatre, New York, 27 Dec 1886-1 Jan  
1887 (Odell 13, p. 266).  

Fred. W. Millis, the incomparable ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s, New York, 16 
Jan 1887 (NYT, 16 Jan 1887, p. 11). Frederick W. Millis, Australian 
ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s, 16 Jan 1887 (Odell 13, p. 339). 

Mr. F.W. Millis, ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s, 23 Jan 1887 (NYT, 23 Jan 1887, 
p. 2).  

Mr. F.W. Millis, a new ventriloquist, enlivened the performance at Koster & 
Bial’s, 23 Jan 1887 (NYT 24 Jan 1887, p. 5).  

Fred Mills [sic], ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s (NYT, 29 Jan 1887, p. 3).  

Fred W. Millis, the eminent Australian ventriloquist, and his manikins, Koster & 
Bial’s, New York, 30 Jan 1887 (NYT, 30 Jan 1887, p. 11).  Mr. F.W. Millis, the 
new ventriloquist, will take part in tonight’s entertainment at Koster & Bial’s 
(NYT, 30 Jan 1887, p. 2).  

Fred W. Millis, Australian ventriloquist, Niblo’s, New York, 21 Feb 1887 (Odell 
13, p. 254).  

A new ventriloquist, Frederick W. Millis, did some clever work at the Windsor 
Theater, 21 Mar 1887 (NYT, 22 Mar 1887, p. 4).  

Frederick W. Millis, the Australian ventriloquist, does some astonishing vocal 
tricks with marionettes at the Windsor Theatre (NYT, 27 Dec 1887, p. 5).  

Millis, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman’s, Brooklyn,, 2-7 Jan 1888 (Odell 13, p. 
571).  

Mr. Frederic [sic] W. Millis gave a good exhibition of ventriloquism, Koster & 
Bial’s, 25 Jun 1888 (NYT, 26 Jun 1888, 4).  
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Frederick W. Millis shows much cleverness and ability as a mimic and 
ventriloquist at Koster & Bial’s this week (NYT, 10 Jul 1888, p. 2).  

Fred W. Millis, ventriloquist, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 25 Feb-2 Mar 1889 
(Odell 14, p. 122). 

Fred Mills [sic], the humorist and ventriloquist, was a feature of the program at 
Dockstaders, 18 Mar 1889, and provoked roars of laughter for 20 minutes (NYT, 
19 Mar 1889, p. 4). 

Fred Millis, “young Australian ventriloquist,” Zipp’s Casino, Brooklyn, 8-13 Aprf 
1889 (Odel.l 14, p. 177).  

Mills, J.W., ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s, 4 Jan 1886 (NYT, 4 Jan 1886 and other 
dates). 

Mills, William J., ventriloquist 

William J. Mills, “automatic figures, life size,” London Theatre, New York, 4-9 
Feb 1884 (Odell 12, p. 320). 

William J. Mills, Hyde and Behman’s, 18-23 Feb 1884 (Odell 12, p. 374).  

William J. Mills, ventriloquist, “with six life-like figures,” Miner’s 8th Ave. 
Theatre, New York, 10-15 Mar 1884 (Odell 12, p. 332).  

William J. Mills, ventriloquist, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 2-7 Nov 1885 (Odell 
13, p. 102).  

(J.W. Mills., ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s, 4 Jan 1886 (NYT, 4 Jan 1886 and 
other dates). 

William J. Mills, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 28 Dec 1886-2 Jan 
1887 (Odell 13, p. 96).  

William J. Mills, ventriloquist, Standard Museum, Brooklyn, 24-29 Sep 1888 
(Odell 14, p. 173) 

William J. Mills, People’s Theatre, New York, 116-21 Jan 1893 (Odell 15, p. 36 

William J. Mills, People’s Theatre, New York, 116-21 Jan 1893 (Odell 15, p. 
367).  

William J. Mills, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, 2-7 Oct 1893 (Odell 15, p. 702).  

W. J. Mills, Atlantic Garten, New York, 13-18 Nov 1893 (Odell 15, p. 649).  
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For Sale: Ventriloquists’ figures by W.J. Mills (NYC, 2 Mar 1895, p. 835). To 
ventriloquists, for sale cheap for cash, the Automatic Figures formerly used by 
“W.J. Mills.” Address 41 Bleecker St., New York, where they can be viewed by 
appointment. Would like to hear from A.O. Duncan (NYC, 2 Mar 1895, p. 838).  

To ventriloquists: for sale cheap the ventriloquial figures lately used by W.J. 
Mills, consisting of old man, old woman, little girl, song and dance boy, revolving 
nigger wench and cuckoo clock; all figures life size. Prefer to sell them altogether, 
can now be shown at any time. (NYC, 1Jun1895, p. 206)Address 10 Union 
Square, New York City. USA. 19 century. Persons. 1895. William J.Mills 

Milo, Charles, ventriloquist. Chas. Milo, ventriloquist, Electric Comedy Co. Wm. 
Hammond, manager, (NYC, 21 Jul 1894, p. 307 

Mitchell, O.M. (Orm McKnight). Was said by nearly all vents to be the best of the 
distant-voice vents (Laurie, p. 115).  Harry Lester became interested in ventriloquism 
after seeing Mitchell’s show (Drury, Don. "Stepfather to Charlie McCarthy." Coronet, 
Mar 1945, pp. 115-118).  

Mohr, Prof. R.H., ventriloquist  

Prof. R.H. Mohr, in ventriloquism, rapid crayon sketching, and his great mystery. 
Eden Musée, New York, 4 May 1885 (NYT, 4 May 1885, p. 7; also 7 May). ). 
R.H. Mohr, and his mystery, Oena, early May 1885, Eden Musée (Odell 12, p. 
540).  

The cabalistic and ventriloquial performances of Prof. R.H. Mohr now lend 
interest to the proceedings at the Eden Musée. Master of legerdemain. His varied 
and amusing entertainment concludes with the well-known but ever-wonderful 
optical delusion that convinces the beholder that a human form can set the laws of 
gravity at defiance and float in midair unsupported (NYT , 15 May 1885, p. 4). 

Prof. Mohr, ventriloquist, banjo concert, Chickering Hall, next Friday evening 
(NYT, 10 Mar 1889, p. 3). Prof. Mohr, ventriloquist and charcoal sketching, 
grand banjo concert, Chickering Hall, Friday evening, 15 Mar 1889 (NYT, 3 Mar 
1889, p. 7; Odell 14, p. 144).  

Mohr, ventriloquist, Steinway Hall, New York, 22 Apr 1889 (Odell 14, p. 149).  

R.H. Mohre [sic], c. 1891 (Burns  115).  

R.H. Mohr, ventriloquist and lightning chalk artist, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, 
27 Nov-2 Dec 1893 (Odell 15, p. 703).  

R.H. Mohr, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, 8-13 Jan 1894 (Odell 15, p. 705).  
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R.H. Mohr, ventriloquist, Keith’s New Theatre, New York, week of 28 Sep 
(NYC, 3 Oct 1896, p. 487) 

Montgomery, Marshall (Laurie, p. 116) 

Mooney, Tom. 4 ventriloquist figures in fine order. Life size, $15. Punch set complete, 
$5. Tom Mooney, 412 West Twenty ninth St., New York City. (NYC, 24 Aug 1894, p. 
395.  

Moore, Dr., ventriloquist, Bayside Library, Flushing, 5 and 9 Oct 1878 (Odell 10, p. 
770). 

Mordo, ventriloquist. Nickel Odeon, Boston, this week (NYC, 5 Jan 1895, p. 701) 

Morris, Ella. The first female vent (Laurie, p. 116) 

Ella Morris, ventriloquist, Proctor’s 23rd Street Theatre, New York, week of 9-14 
Jul 1894 (Odell 15, p. 701). 

Ella Morris, lady ventriloquist, Proctor’s Theatre, New York (NYC, 14 Jul 1894, 
p. 293). 

Ella Morris, Eden Musée, Paterson, NJ. Season opened 27 Aug (NYC, 25 Aug 
1894, p. 387).  

Ella Morris, Wonderland Musée, Wilmington, Delaware, week of 16 Dec. (NYC, 
15 Dec 1894, p. 655) 

Ella Morris, Trenton Museum, Trenton, New Jersey, week of 17 Dec 1894 (NYC, 
22 Dec 1894, p. 666).  

Ella Morris, ventriloquial act, Bon Ton, Jersey City, New Jersey, last week. That 
she is a comedienne was manifested by her work with the dummies. (NYC, 1 Jun 
1895) 

Ella Morris, ventriloquist. Kohl & Middleton's Globe Museum, Chicago.(NYC, 
14 Sep 1895, p. 439). 

Ella Morris, ventriloquist, Auditorium, Toledo, Ohio, week of 23 Dec 1895. 
(NYC, 28 Dec 1895, p. 679) 

Ella Morris, Harry Davis' Eden Museum, Altoona, PA, week of 18 Jan 1896 
(NYC. 18 Jan 1896, p. 727) 

Ella Morris, Eden Musee, Harrisburg, PA (NYC, 8 Feb 1896, p. 774. 
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Ella Morris, The Museum, Philadelphia, week of 16 Mar 1896 (NYC, 21 Mar 
1896, p. 37).  

Ella Morris, Savoy Theatre, Lowell, Mass., week of 23 Mar 1896 (NYC, 28 Mar 
1896, p. 55). 

Ella Morris, Harlem Opera House, week of 20 Apr 1896 (NYC, 25 Apr 1896, p. 
120) 

Ella Morris, Wonderland Theatre, Rochester, NY, week of 18 May 1896 (NYC, 
23 May 1896, p. 184)  

Ella Morris, Keith's Theatre, Boston, MA, 20 Jul 1896 (NYC, 25 Jul 1896, p. 327) 

Ella Morris, Lake Erie Park Casino, Toledo, OH, week of 27 Jul 1896 (NYC, 1 
Aug 1896, p. 343) 

Ella Morris, Lake Park Casino, Mansfield, OH (NYC, 8 Aug 1986, p. 359) 

Ella Morris, ventriloquist, Proctor's Theatre, New York (NYC, 21 Nov 1896, p. 
602) 

Ella Morris, Heck & Avery's Museum, Cincinnati (NYC, 23 Jan 1897, p. 747) 

 

Morton, Harry, ventriloquist, Winslow Comedy Co., playing the towns along the 
Mississippi River, traveling in their boat, Wonder Worker. Lieut. Harry Morton, stage 
manager (NYC, 20 Oct 1894, p. 524).  

Moulton, Harry 

 Harry Moulton, ventriloquist and character impersonator, Umatilla Indian 
Medicine Co. No., now touring Missouri (NYC, 13 Apr 1895, p. 87). 

Roster of the Umatilla Indian Medicine Co., No. 45, now touring Missouri. Harry 
Moulton, ventriloquist and character impersonator [….] Harry Moulton closes 19, 
to accept a position offered him at a sanitarium in Plainfield, N.J (NYC 26 Oct 
1895, p. 537) 

Myers, Frank, ventriloquist 

Frank Myers, ventriloquist and magician, last summer with the Goldmar Bros.’ 
Show, intends placing his own company on the road this winter, to tour Iowa and 
Illinois, and will open about Nov. 16. He has engaged the Australian wonder 
(NYC, 7 Oct 1883, p. 496).  
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Hereafter Prof. F.M. Myers, ventriloquist and magician, will be known as Canada 
Frank (NYC, 30 Dec 1893, p. 698).  

Prof. F.M. Myers, magician and ventriloquist, W.F. Kirkhart’s Great American 
Circus and Wild West. The show is playing through Iowa to good business (NYC, 
9 Jun 1984, p. 213).  

Nad, Les Frères. A couple of French vents (Laurie, p. 114) 

Nadradge, Richard. Germany’s best (Laurie, p. 114) 

Nelson, W.C. 

W.C. Nelson, ventriloquist, Great American Shows. We are in our ninth week and 
business is fair (NYC, 6 Jul 1895, p. 277) 

W.C. Nelson, magician and Punch and Judy performer, at liberty. Address New 
Milford, Ill. (NYC 13 Jul 1895, p. 302) 

Nichols, ventriloquist 

 Nichols, a young American of 19, displayed, at Tammany Hall, on 24 and 26 Jul 
1821, his talent ventriloquial (Odell 2, p. 608).  

At Tammany Hall, on 20 Oct 1821, the American ventriloquist Nichols (or 
Nicholls) performed wonders. According to the American, he “will converse with 
a voice in he chimney pass along the ceiling of the room, and from thence back 
into the fireplace. He will throw his voice out of the window into the street and 
converse with it near and at a distance.” (Odell 3, p. 38). 

Nichols, ventriloquist , Washington Hall, New York, 30 Oct 1821 (Odell 3, p. 32).  

Nichols or Nicholls, American Museum, New York, four nights beginning 22 Oct 
1827 (Odell 3, p. 366).  

Mr. Nichols. In Boston Advertiser, 1827, claimed to be America’s first and only 
ventriloquist. (Burns, pp. 101, 103.  

Mr. Nichols. Appeared at the Boston Coffee House, 1827 (Albano 2008, p. 16) 

Nichols, ventriloquist, according to the Post, was closing an engagement at the 
American Museum on 7 Jul 1829, but he continued until 1 Aug, then transferred 
for an engagement at Peale’s (Odell 3, p.. 427). 

Nichols, ventriloquist, Masonic Hall, New York, mid-Dec 1829 (Odell 3, p. 475). 
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Nichols, ventrilioquist, filled the “lecture room” of Peale’s Museum with voices, 
5 Aug 1831 (Odell 3, p. 534). 

Nichols, ventriloquist, Vauxhall Gardens, New York, 21 May 1838 (Odell 4, p. 
265).  Nichols, ventriloquist, Vauxhall Gardens, New York, a week or more, May 
1838 (Odell 4, p. 266).  

Nichols, ventriloquist, American Museum, 26 Nov 1838 (Odell 4, pp. 321-322). 

Nobel or Noble, Lieut., ventriloquist. Lieut. Noble was one of the first to bring out a 
walking figure (Laurie, p. 114). Same as Carl Nobel? 

Lent [sic] Noble, ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s, New York, Sep 1896 (NYT, 8 Jul 
1896, p. 5).  

Lieut. Nobel, ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s, New York, this week (NYT, 6 Sep 
1896, p. 11). 

Lieut. Nobel, a Scandinavian ventriloquist, a new visitor to this country, proved 
himself to be a master of his art, and made a distinct success, at Koster & Bial’s, 
New York, opening 7 Sep 1896 (NYC, 12 Sep 1896, p. 440).  

Koster & Bial's, New York: Lieut. Noble, ventriloquist, popular holdover for 
second week (NYC, 19 Sep 1896, p. 456) 

Lieut. Nobel, ventriloquist, a favorite at Koster & Biel's, fourth week (NYC, 3 
Oct. 1896, p. 488) 

Lieut. Nobel, ventriloquist, Koster & Bial's, New York, 5 Oct 1896 (NYC, 10 Oct 
1896, p. 506) 

Koster & Bial’s, New York: Lieut. Noble [sic], in his ventriloquial entertainment, 
is still popular (NYC, 17 Oct 1896, p. 522) 

Lieut. Nobel, Swedish ventriloquist, appeared at Tremont Theatre, Boston, for the 
first time beginning the night of 26 Oct 1896 (NYC, 31 Oct 1896, p. 555) 

Lieut. Nobel, ventriloquist, was a continued favorite at Proctor’s Pleasure Palace, 
New York, week of 9 Nov 1896 (NYC, 14 Nov 1896, p. 586) 

Proctor's Theatre, New York: Lieut. Nobel, ventriloquist, reappeared and won 
approval for his entertaining act.  (NYC, 28 Nov 1896, p. 618) 

Uihlein Theatre, Milwaukee, Wisconsin: This new resort opened 20 as a high 
class vaudeville house, to a large attendance. The opening bill included…Lieut. 
Nobel. (NYC, 26 Dec 1896, p. 685) 
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Nobel Carl. Scandinavian (Laurie, p. 114). From Copenhagen. Had a remarkable act. A 
Woman hobbled out with Carl on her back and a Frenchman on his, and beneath her 
heavy burden sang in a harsh voice, while Nobel also sang and the Frenchman on his 
back nodded and leered approvingly. The act looked like there was only one living 
person and two dummies. He made the figures and mechanism himself (Laurie, p. 116). 
Same as Lieut. Nobel? 

Norris, ventriloquist. Norris, ventriloquist, Nickelodeon, Boston (NYC, 18 Apr 1896, p. 
103) 

Okiell, ventriloquist, and his wife, Mlle. Tusini, sailed last week for Paris. The recently 
finished a successful tour of South America (NYC, 16 Sep 1893, p. 446). 

Peak, F. E.  

Peak, F.E., ventriloquist. Flagg Liver Pad Concert and Advertising Company, No. 
5. Business is good (NYC, 7 Jul 1894, p. 274).  

F.E. Peak, ventriloquist, and Punch and Judy and magic, with Kickapoo Indian 
Medicine Co., Party No. 23, touring western Pennsylvania to reported good 
business, with Prof. F.E. Peak at the wheel (NYC, 20 Jun 1896, p. 245) 

"Jim E. Hurst, of Kickapoo Indian Medicine Co., No. 23, writes as follows: Prof. 
F.E. Peak, manager, was presented last week with a gold badge, K. of P., the gift 
of Henry and Moulton. Jim E. Henry, comedian, was presented with a watch, and 
Prof. H.H. Mouton a pair of gold cuff buttons in return as a gift from Prof. Peak. 
We are in the Allegheny Mountains meeting with good success and get THE OLD 
RELIABLE every week." (NYC, 4 Jul 1896, p. 276) 

Prof. F.E. Peak, ventriloquist, Punch and magic. Kickapoo Indian Medicine 
Company, Prof. F.E. Peak, manager (NYC, 12 Sep 1896, p. 441) 

Prof. F.E. Peak, ventriloquist, Punch, parlor magic, and hypnotist, Kickapoo 
Indian Medicine Company, No. 23, touring western Pennsylvania, Dr. Charles 
Boyd, manager and lecturer (NYC, 10 Oct 1896, p. 503) 

Pearl, Prof. F.E. 

Prof. F.E. Pearl, ventriloquist and magician, is a general favorite. Flagg Liver Pad 
and Advertising Company, No. 2. Business has been good all winter (NYC, 28 
Apr 1894, p. 119) 

Prof. F.E. Pearl, Flagg Liver Pad Concert and Advertising Co., No. 5. Business is 
good, considering the condition of the country. (NYC, 28 Jul 1894, p. 322). 
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Pender, C.H. 

C.H. Pender, magician and ventriloquist, opened with his Parlor of Fun Co. at 
Lyndonville, New York, 30 Apr 1894, and will travel east into the Adirondacks. 
Mr. Pender will have one advance man ad four people with the show (NYC, 5 
May 1894, p. 135) 

"Prof. C.H. Pender, magician and ventriloquist, is busily engaged at his home in 
Medina, N.Y., getting out special advertising matter for his show, which will go 
on the road in a few weeks. He is also having built several large illusions." (NYC, 
30 May 1896, p. 197) 

"PENDER, magician and ventriloquist, opened his season Sept. 7, at Brockton, 
N.Y., and is playing in the Western part of the State. He has added several new 
illusions to his repertory, and has new advertising. He plays two night stands. This 
is his twelfth season on the road." (NYC, 26 Sep 1896) 

Pender--Little Valley, NY, 30 Sep-1 Oct 1896; Franklinville, 2-3 Oct (NYC, 3 
Oct 1896, p. 484) 

Pentland, Joe, clown, ventriloquist, etc, 1816-1873. Slout 1998, p. 235. 

Porter, R.  "Dr. R. Porter, the famous ventriloquist, gave an exhibition of his man Polby, 
Punch and Judy and other specialties at the [River View] schoolhouse on Monday and 
Tuesday evenings, Sept. 26th and 27th, which proved quite entertaining to the people of 
this community." ("McCall's Ferry." Delta Herald (Delta, PA), 7 Oct 1887, p. 3) 

Potter, Richard. Potter, ventriloquist, announced in the Post of 2 Feb 1819 that he would 
begin on that evening at Washington Hall, New York (Odell 2, p.542). Richard Potter, 
1783-1835. The first vocal manipulator who was not of Indian parentage. Son of a black 
slave in the household of Sir Charles Henry Frankland, Boston  (Burns  91-97). See 
Charles J. Pecor, The Ten Year Tour of John Rannie: A Magician-Ventriloquist in Early 
America (Glenwood, IL: David Meyer Magic Books, 1998), pp. 37-38. Albano, p. 14, has 
a photo of Potter’s tombstone.  

Prelle, Charlie. A German. Prelle’s Ventriloquial Dogs: had a bunch of dogs fitted with 
human masks, with movable mouths. The dogs were trained so that when he spoke a 
certain character, the mouth of that dog would move as if talking (Laurie, p. 115)). 

Prince, Arthur. “…really one of the great ventriloquists of vaude [….] He was a classy 
guy and spoke good English (maybe it was because he was an Englishman), so naturally 
he had us at a disadvantage.” (Laurie, p. 113). “Arthur Prince was not a good voice 
thrower, but was marvelous when changing from one voice to another; he was the 
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highest-priced vent in vaude. Prince was also the first to give his whole act in the form of 
a sketch with one figure placed away from the body.” (Laurie, pp. 113-114).  

Queen, Burt (see Burt) 

Burt Queen, vocal ventriloquist, and his figures, Tom and Joe, National Theatre, 
Bowery, 1-6 Mar 1880 (Odell 11, p. 126). 

Burt Queen, ventriloquist, Harry Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, Dec 1880 (Odell 11, 
p. 347). 

Burt Queen, 6-11 Dec 1880, National Theatre, New York (Odell 11, p. 330).  

Burt Queen, 21-26 Feb 1881, Harry Bower’s Theatre, Bowery (Odell 11, p. 348).  

Burt Queen, Miner’s Eighth Ave. Theatre, 31 Jul-5Aug 1881 (Odell 11, p. 572).  

Burt Queen, ventriloquist, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 8-13 May 1882 (Odell 11, p. 
566).  

Burt Queen, ventriloquist, Miner’s Eighth Ave. Theatre, New York, 22-27 May 
1882 (Odell 11, p. 571).  

Burt, ventriloquist. Huber’s Palace Museum, New York, 5-10 Sep 1892 (Odell 15, 
p. 436.  

Executor's Sale. Goods of the Late Prof. Queen. Fine set of Marionettes, first class 
Stereopticon, with high grade views, also a lot of Magical Apparatus. All in order 
and ready to use. Call or send stamp for description. C. Milton Chase, 45 
Cambridge Street, Boston. (NYC, 15 Sep 1894, p 448). Burt Queen?  

Rannie, John, Scottish ventriloquist. The Post and the Chronicle sometimes published 
woodcuts of his achievements (Odell 2, p. 210). John Rannie: magician and ventriloquist. 
One of two brothers using the stage name “Mr. Rannie”) European in USA. Most 
prominent ventriloquist in US until he retired in 1811 (Burns 91-92). See Charles J. 
Pecor, The Ten Year Tour of John Rannie: A Magician-Ventriloquist in Early America 
(Glenwood, IL: David Meyer Magic Books, 1998). 

A broadside dated Boston, 1801, announced: Ventriloquism: the ladies and 
gentlemen of Boston, are respectfully informed, that on…Dec. 9, 1801, will be 
displayed…the powers of the European ventriloquist.” (WorldCat). Probably 
Rannie  

Rannie, Lovett’s Hotel, Broadway, 15 Dec 1801, again opened “his much 
admired exhibition in Ventriloquism, or, Speaking as it were from the Belly.” He 
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gave “a great variety of unparalleled Imitations, done by the power of his own 
voice”; he also “mimics Birds Whistling.” Celebrated new Philosophical and 
Magical Deceptions” followed, then “Perpendicular, Triangular and Horizontal 
Whirligig of Balancing.” Then Ground and Lofty Tumbling.” (Odell 2, p. 143).  

Commercial Advertiser, 22 Feb 1802, reported that “Mr. Rannie (not the Mr. 
Rannie who performed in this city lately) but Mr. Rannie Senior” would give 
ventriloquial and curious performances at Little’s Large Room, Broad Street, New 
York, beginning that date. Old trick of cutting off the rooster’s head without harm 
to the bird.” Also other tricks. Had been in Boston for 46 nights, and this would 
be his second appearance in any town in America. Brought certificates from Great 
Britain, signed by “principal Noblemen.” Was still in New York on 13 March, 
exhibiting at the Tontine City Assembly Room. His last night, before going to 
Philadelphia, was listed in the Commercial Advertiser Saturday, 17 April. But 
appeared again 20 April, “in consequence of the overflow of Company on 
Saturday, and by general desire.” (Odell 2, pp. 143-144) 

The elder Rannie, “just from the West Indies,” ventriloquist and expert handyman 
of art, began a series of performances on 5 Apr 1804, at the City Assembly 
Rooms (Odell 2, pp. 201-210). 

Chronicle, 24 May 1804: woodcut of Rannie balancing on his face a goblet, a 
playing card on that, a coin on that, a sword’s point on that, and a plate on the hilt 
of the sword; at the same time balanced on a slack-wire and shooting a pistol with 
his  right hand (Odell 2, p. 210). 

William Frederick Pinchbeck, The Expositor; or Many Mysteries Unravelled 
(Boston, 1805; facsimile edition, Kansas City, Kansas, 1996), discusses and 
describes various automata and magical tricks. Discusses a “gentleman who has 
lately arrived here by the name of Ranie” [sic] and his “feats of legerdemain”; 
describes and explains several of his tricks and says “He also has the gift of 
Ventriloquism, which he performs with much judgment and great effect” (p. 40). 

One of the Rannies returned to New York, at the City Assembly Rooms, on 7 Mar 
1810: feats of ventriloquism, optical illusions, etc. Ads in the Post assert that he is 
not the other Rannie. His object was to expose the practices of artful impostors, 
magicians, etc, who pretended that they could bring back the spirits of the dead. 
(Odell 2, p. 344).  

Rannie, James. Younger brother of John Rannie 

Rapp, Augustus, 1871-1961: wandering magician, musician, ventriloquist, and 
puppeteer who performed in the smallest towns of the Midwest and South. His 
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autobiography includes the script of one of his routines with his dummy Shorty 
(Augustus Rapp. The Life and Times of Augustus Rapp the Small Town Showman. 2nd, 
revised ed. Glenwood, Illinois: Magicbooks, Publisher, 1991) 

Red Boy, Punch and Judy and ventriloquist, Oka Squaw Indian Medicine Company. We 
just arrived from Canada, where we have been all summer. The man in white comes 
around every Sunday, and all are happy. Business has been big since we struck New York 
State. (NYC, 5 Sep 1896, p. 425) 

Reed, Billy 

Billy Reed, comic conjurer and ventriloquist, Reed & Irving's Olympian Show. 
We are now in our fourth week, and have met nothing but pleasant weather and 
full tents. At Wyalusing we broke the record for good business. Billy Reed went 
ahead for a few days 3. Reed and Irving, sole proprietors. (NYC, 17 Aug 1895, p. 
374) 

Notes from W.H. Reed's Olympian Show. "All our last season's stuff has been 
repainted, and will make a nice appearance. Our show will not be enlarged for the 
coming season. Mr. Reed is now in New York looking after the new printing." 
Roster included "Billy Reed, comic conjuror and ventriloquist." (NYC, 8 Feb 
1896, p. 773) 

Billy Reed, door talker, ventriloquism and magic, Rice Brothers' Shows. “We 
have closed the regular season, and are now playing the fairs in Eastern O. We 
have been doing an excellent business…." (NYC, 10 Oct 1896, p. 505) 

Reynard Ed. American. Vox 76, 77. Ed Reynard was a pioneer in American 
ventriloquism (Laurie, p. 113). With his “Morning in Hicksville, was ranked as the 
biggest and best vent production (Laurie, p. 114). Also known as Edward Sharpless and 
The Great Reynard. Famous routine: “Morning in Hicksville” (Albano 2008, p. 27, with 
portraits).  

Reynard, magician and ventriloquist, closed with Diegle’s Crystal Palace  
Museum, Fredricktown, Ohio, 23 June 1894, and joined Herbert’s Musical 
Comedy Co., at St . Louis (NYC. 7 Jul 1894, p. 274).  

Prof. E. Reynard, magician and ventriloquist, Kickapoo Medicine Company No. 
47. (NYC, 8 Sep 1894, p. 423). 

Prof. E. Reynard, magician and ventriloquist, Kickapoo Medicine Co., No. 47. 
Now touring central Missouri and report good business. Then will go to St. Louis 
for indefinite period. (NYC, 23 Feb 1895, p. 815.) 
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Prof. E. Reynard, magician and ventrilolquist, Kickapoo Indian Medicine Co. No. 
47. Prof. Reynard leaves to join Iler, Burke & Randall's Minstrels. We wish him 
success. He has been with us for thirty-eight weeks. (NYC, 13 Apr 1895, p. 87).  

Reynard, the ventriloquist and magician, closed his company on April 13, at 
Sedalia, Mo. Business through Kansas, Iowa and Missouri has been, we are 
informed, very profitable. He will return to his home in Marion, Ohio, where he 
will take a few weeks' rest, and then joins Iler, Brurke & Randall's Minstrels for 
the summer season.(NYC, 20 Apr 1895, p. 100).  

Reynard, the ventriloquist, has signed with Iler, Burke & Randall's Minstrels for 
the summer season (NYC, 18 May 1895, p. 164) 

Prof, E. Reynard, magician and ventriloquist, Shaker Medicine Co., No. 26.  
Touring Missouri to good business (NYC, 22 Jun 1895, p. 243) 

Ed. F. Reynard, magician and ventriloquist, Shaker Medicine Co., No. 26. We are 
touring through Missouri to very good business. The eighth of this month being 
the birthday of Prof. Reynard, rthe members of the company andhismany friends 
determined that he should always remember the occasion; so, after the evening 
performance, the entire company and friends sat down to a sumptuous banquet. 
After several toasts were drank [sic] Dr, Pardey [lecturer and manager] arose, and, 
on behalf of the company, presented Mr. Reynard with a fine gold headed cane. 
The gentleman was entirely overwhelmed with surprise, but expressed his thanks 
very gracefully. After which the company broke up, wishing Prof. Reynard many 
happy returns of the day. (NYC, 17 Aug 1895, p. 374) 

Ed. F. Reynard, magician and ventriloquist, Shaker Med. Co. No. 26 (NYC, 31 
Aug 1895, p. 403) 

Prof. Ed. Reynard, magician and ventriloquist, Shaker Medicine and Concert Co., 
No. 30: Herbert and Reynard, proprietors (NYC, 16 Nov 1895, p. 585; 21 Dec 
1895, p.  665; 28 Dec 1895, p. 681)  

Prof. Ed. Reynard, ventriloquist and magician, Herbert & Reynard's Musical 
Comedy Company, touring Missouri, Iowa, and Illinois (NYC, 15 Feb 1896, p. 
590).  

Herbert & Reynard's Musical Comedy: "Since our opening, eight weeks ago, we 
have not had a losing week. At Centerville, Ia., we opened to good business and 
the last three nights we displayed the S.R.O. sign. At Memphis, Mo., our good 
reputation went ahead of us, and the entire house was sold on our arrival." (NYC, 
29 Feb 1896, p. 823) 



156 
 

156 
 

Ed. Reynard, Herbert & Reynard's Musical Co., touring Missouri, Iowa and 
Illinois, to excellent business, Herbert and Reynard, proprietors and managers 
(NYC, 21 Mar 1896, p. 36).  

E. Reynard, Herbert Reynard's Musical Comedy Co. now touring Iowa (NYC, 18 
Apr 1896, p. 100) 

 “Reynard, ventriloquist, invites offers from responsible managers.” (NYC, 11 Jul 
1896, p. 293) 

 

Clipper, 11 Jul 1896, p. 306 

"Reynard, ventriloquist, is filling a three weeks' engagement at Riverview Park, 
Burlington, Ia., with Hopkins' Theatre, Chicago, Ill., to follow." (NYC. 29 Aug 
1896, p. 406) 

Edward Reynard, ventriloquist, and Cora Johnson (non professional) were 
married Oct. 8, at the La Clede Hotel, St. Louis, Mo. They went immediately to 
Louisville, Ky., where Mr. Reynard filled an engagement at the Buckingham 
Theatre. The couple have gone to Marion, O., where they will remain until after 
election." (NYC, 31 Oct 1896, p. 552) 

Reynard, Zulella or Zulelia. Mme. Zulelia [Zulella?] Reynard, ventriloquist, New 
Wonderland Theatre Musee, Toledo, Ohio, formally opened 2 Nov 1896 (NYC, 7 Nov 
1896, p. 569). Female.  

Rhodes, Albert. St. Louis, Missouri. Mulatto. Ventriloquist, whistler, Bellowing of bull, 
cackling of chickens, barking of dogs, roaring of lions, etc. Trains, engines, birds, etc. 
Dog catching a rat and the rat’s squalls. Natural ventriloquist. Singing in tenor and alto 
voices at same time. Etc. (“A St. Louis Negro’s Vocal Powers.” From the St. Louis 
Globe-Democrat, Aug. 19; reprinted in the New York Times, 26 Aug 1877, p. 5). 

Richards, Henri, ventriloquist, Worth’s Museum, New York, this week (NYC, 19 Oct 
1895, p. 520) 

Richardson, Blair. Salt Lake City, Utah. Woodmen of the World "Christmas Tree" party, 
Eagles' Hall, 21 Dec 1907. Blair Richardson gave an excellent exhibition of ventriloquism 
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and also a "Punch and Judy" show ("Woodmen of World Xmas Entertainment." Salt Lake 
Tribune (Salt Lake City, Utah), 22 Dec 1907, p. 17) 

Ripon, Alf. From Scotland (Laurie, p. 114) 

Robinson, William Ellsworth. William Ellsworth Robinson (1861-1918), who had 
considerable success as the Chinese magician Chung Ling Soo, was the son of James Campbell. In 
his earlier shows, he included a ventriloquist act, calling himself “Robinson, the Man of Many 
Voices,” and using some of his father’s dummies (Steinmeyer, Glorious Deception, 2005, p. 61) 

Rogers, Frank. A Negro ventriloquist, he came later than Cooper (Laurie, p. 114) 

Rolla, Harry, ventriloquist.  

The roster of Rolla’s Royal Entertainers and Superb Specialty Co. included Harry 
Rolla, ventriloquist and contortionist. They will play Pennsylvania and Ohio this 
summer (NYC, 5 May 1804, p. 132).  

Harry Rolla's Royal Entertainers report a good business notwithstanding the warm 
weather and hard times. "The man in white" appears every Sunday. S.D. Charlton, 
piano player, joined the company last week. Everybody is well. They are en route 
south (NYC 21 Jul 1894, p. 307). 

Jas. E. McIver, formerly manager of Willis' Comedy Co., will manage Harry 
Rolla's Royal Entertainers. The company will number nine people, and will open 
at Wilmington, N.C. We are booked solid through N and S Carolina, Georgia and 
Alabama. Haskell and Boyd, musical team, and Fannie Adams have signed with 
the company. Mr. Rolla is now in Cincinnati, looking after our lithographs and 
printing (NYC, 18 Aug 1894, p. 372).  

Wanted, for Rolla's Royal Entertainers. Two (2) young ladies that can sing and 
dance. Must be good looking. Talented amateurs preferred. Must send photos, and 
state age, size and lowest salary. Also juggler that can do two turns. Long 
engagement to right parties. Salary sure. Address Rolla & McIver, Rocky Mount, 
N.C. (NYC, 18 Aug 1894, p. 382).  

Royal Entertainers [Rolla’s?]. Deadwood, SD, 22, 23 Aus 1894; Central City, 24, 
25; Lead City, 26, 27; Fort Robinson, 28 (NYC, 25 Aug 1894, p. 386).  

Roster of Rolla's Entertainers. Harry Rolla, proprietor; Jas. E. McIver, manager; 
Adam Rolla, advance; Nelson Sinclair, canine paradox; Leon Melvino, Fannie 
Adams, Armstrong Sisters, Bertie Ostrander, Jessie Desmond. Their season opens 
Sept. 10.  (NYC, 8 Sep 1894, p. 428). 
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Royal Entertainers, Funke [sic], Nebraska.  (NYC, 15 Sep 1894, p. 437). Did a 
fair business 13, 14, 15 Sep 1894 (NYC, 6 Oct 1894. p. 488). Rolla?  

Harry Rolla's New Big Co.: “Notwithstanding the hard times and cold weather we 
continue to do a good business through Maryland, Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia.” The roster included Harry Rolla and Adam Rolla. (NYC, 25 Jan 1896, 
p. 741) 

"Harry Rolla (Robert Fifer), a contortionist, died Dec. 4, at his home, in Staunton, 
Va., from consumption. He was about twenty years of age, and had been in the 
profession for several years. He leaves two brothers and one sister.” (NYC, 19 
Dec 1896, p. 673) 

Rosa. Madeleine. English. Her husband, Frank Travis, taught her the art. Vox 74, 75, 77. 
Illustration, Albano 2008, p. 26.  

Mlle. Rosa (character changes and dances), Aberle's New Theatre, Feb-Mar 1883 
(p. 99). Mlle. Rosa, ventriloquist, New Park Theatre, Sep 1884 (p. 472). Madeline 
Rosa, Harry Miner's Theater, Bowery, Oct 1884 (p. 526). Madeline Rosa, "the 
only lady ventriloquist in the world," Miner's Eighth Ave Theatre, Nov (?) 1884 
(p. 533) (Odell 12) 

English variety troupe arrived in New York, 1884. Included Miss Rosa, 
ventriloquist (NYT, 26 Aug 1884, p. 5) 

Mlle. Rosa, "the only lady ventriloquist in the world. Royal British Burlesque 
Company. Park Theatre, New York, 1884 (NYT, 14 Sep 1884, p. 8; also ad, p. 
15) 

Madeline Rosa, Hyde and Behman's, New York, 8-13 Oct 1888. (Odell 14, p. 
170). 

Madeline Rosa at Koster and Bial's, 1-12 Jan 1889; London Theatre, 22-27 Apr 
1889.( Odell 14, pp. 107, 120). 

Madeleine Rosa at Koster & Bial's, New York (NYT, 11 Feb 1889, p. 7; 16 Feb, 
p. 7) 

Mlle Rosa, Harlem Museum, New York, 1893. (Odell 15, pp. 458, 742). 

Miner’s Eighth Avenue Theatre, New York: Mlle. Madaline [sic] Rosa was 
welcomed as a performer who gained recognition here some years ago as a clever 
ventriloquist (NYC, 21 Sep 1895, p. 454) 
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Mlle. Madeline Rosa, the only woman ventriloquist in the world, at Tony Pastor's 
Theatre. (NYT, 20 Oct 1895, p. 11)  

 

New York Clipper, 26 Oct 1895, p. 544 

Miner's Bowery Theatre, New York, opening 18 Nov. "Mlle. Madeline Rosa, said 
to be the only lady ventriloquist in the world, made a favorable impression. She 
employs several novel features in the arrangement of her dummies with good 
effect." (NYC, 23 Nov 1895, p. 600) 

Madeline Rosa, ventriloquist, Hyde & Behman's, Brooklyn, New York, week of 
17 Feb 1896 (NYC, 22 Feb 1896, p. 808) 

“Madeline Rosa’s ventriloquial exhibition, in which she introduced several new 
figures, was…voted a success” at Miner’s Bowery Theatre, New York, week of 
24 Feb 1896 (NYC, 29 Feb 1896, p. 824) 

Ross, Frank. Ventriloquist? Gollmar Brother's' Circus: Prof. Hines closed last week and 
his place was filled by Frank Ross. (NYC, 1 Jun 1895, p.195) 

Russell, Albert, the prestidigitateur and ventriloquist, at Hope Chapel, No. 720 
Broadway, this evening and every evening this week. Grand matinee Wednesday and 
Saturday afternoon, At 2 o’clock (NYT, 25, 27 Apr 1866, p. 7).  

Russell, Fred.  

Fred Russell was one of the first to work the whole act with one figure, which he 
called “Coster Joe”; they all copied working the figure on the knee from him and 
also took many of his gags. (Laurie, p. 113) 

Fred Russell, “the father of modern ventriloquism,” to be honored by the English 
Heritage Society with a plaque outside his former home in London (“Father of 
Vent To Be Honored, Distant Voices, Summer 2009, pp. 22-25) 
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Ryan, Captain Jeremiah: sea captain who sailed around the world with his figure. 
Entertained homeless crowds in Sa Francisco after 1906 earthquake (Albano 2008, p. 30, 
with photo of dummy) 

Sandor, Paul. His “Miniature Cirque” used a circus for a background (Laurie, p. 113) 

Savindo, Prof. 

Prof. Savindo, in ventriloquial acts, Koster & Bial’s, New York, on the same 
programme with Miss Blanche Marsden, daughter of the dramatist Fred Marsden, 
in her debut. (“Blanche Marsden’s Debut.” NYT, 21 Aug 1888, p. 8). 

Professor Sabino [sic], ventriloquist, Worth’s Palace Museum, late Aug and early 
Sep 1888—at least two weeks (Odell 14, p. 127).  

Savindo, ventriloquist, National Theatre, New York, 12-17 Nov 1888 (Odell 14, 
p. 113)   

Savindo, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 22-27 Apr 1889 (Odell 14, p. 123).  

Salvino [sic], Mount Morris Museum, 29 Apr-4 May 1889 (Odell 14, p. 140).  

Scheidler, J. G.  

"LEARN Magic, Ventriloquism, Punch and Judy, Fire Eating, Sword 
Swallowing, Mind Reading, Hypnotism. Large book, 10c. J.G. SCHEIDLER, 
Cleveland, O." (NYC, 19 Dec 1896, p. 660) 

Seaman, a ventriloquist, only four feet high, and with "a peculiar organization of limbs," 
New York Museum, beginning 29 Dec 1830 (Odell 3,pp. 535-536) 

Seamon [or Seaman]. P.H. P.H. Seamon.  [or Seaman]. Yankee clown. George W. 
DeHaven’s, 1860-61; Robinson & Lake, 1862-64; John Robinson’s, 1863-64; George W. 
DeHaven & Co., 1865-67. Retired from the profession and opened a saloon at Sauk 
Centre, MN, 1868. However, was back on the road as clown and equestrian director, 
Michael O’Conner & Co., 1869; George W. DeHaven’s, 1870; ventriloquist, Great 
Eastern, 1872; Stevens & Begun, 1874; Curtis’ Great Roman Hippodrome, 1877; H. C. 
Lee’s Great Eastern, winter 1877-78; Great Chicago Circus, 1879; Silas Dutton’s 
Southern, winter 1879-80, 1880 (Slout 1998, p. 269) 

Segommer, ventriloquist 

Segomer [sic], ventriloquist, Koster & Bial’s, New York (NYC, 24 Jun 1893, p. 
252).  
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Segommer, ventriloquist from the Folies Bergeres, Paris. Koster & Bial’s, New 
York (NYC, 26 May 1894, p. 182). 

 Segommer, a noted animal imitator, ventriloquist, and shadowgraphist, from the 
Casino in Paris. Koster & Bial’s, New York, this week. (NYT, 20 Oct 1895, p. 
11) 

The principal new-comer at Koster & Bial’s this week is a mimic and 
ventriloquist who calls himself Segommer. His “turn” was well liked last night. 
He employs a number of life-size figures, and the novelty of his manipulation of 
them lies in his ingenious employment of electricity. A droll gentleman in the 
prime of life, with a queer voice, an elastic neck, and a bad habit of expectorating 
in public; a mature but gushing spinster, a one-legged French veteran, a German 
prima donna, and a Pierrot are among his human puppets, and they are all 
surprisingly life-like. An intelligent tiger, and a demonstrative bull are chief 
among the dummy brutes. As a ventriloquist, Segommer is second rate, but his 
imitations are good, and he will be a profitable addition to the show. (“Segommer 
at Koster & Bial’s.” The New York Times, 22 Oct 1895, p. 5).  

Koster & Bial's, New York, 21 Oct 1895. "The chief event of the evening was the 
American debut of Segommer, ventriloquist, mimic and shadowgraphist. This 
new aspirant for honors on the vaudeville style in this country is truly artistic in 
his work, and is a thorough entertainer. He worked his figures, which include 
men, women and various animals, very cleverly, and as a ventrilolquist and 
imitator proved himself to be in the front rank. His walking figures are 
particularly pleasing. He seems to leave no room for improvement in his line, and 
he made a pronounced success." (NYC, 26 Oct 1895, p. 536) 

Koster & Bial's, New York, 2 Dec 1895. "Segommer, ventriloquist and mimic 
(seventh week), was a popular holdover." (NYC, 7 Dec 1895) 

Segommer, the ventriloquist. Koster & Bial’s, New York, this week. (NYT, 8 Dec 
1895, p. 12).  

Koster & Bial's, New York. "Segommer, ventriloquist and animal imitator, began 
his third week with increased popularity." (NYC, 9 Nov 1895, p. 568) 

Koster & Bial’s, New York.” “Segommer, ventriloquist and mimic, began his 
fourth week, and  added  new admirers to his list. His work is always entertaining, 
and he audience are ever loath to see him leave the stage.” (NYC, 16 Nov 1895, p. 
584) 
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Koster & Bial's, New York. "Segommer, ventriloquist and mimic, began his 
eighth and last week a continued favorite." (NYC, 14 Dec 1895, p. 648) 

Koster & Bial's, New York. "Segommer, ventriloquist and mimic, was retained, 
and began his ninth week as popular as ever." (NYC, 21 Dec 1895, p. 664) 

Koster & Bial’s, New York. "Sigommer [sic], ventriloquist and mimic, began his 
tenth and last week a pronounced favorite. He was recalled a number of times." 
(NYC, 28 Dec 1895, p. 680) 

Keith’s Union Square Theatre, New York, week of 30 Dec 1895-4 Jan 1896. 
Record-breaking audiences. “The bill of continuous vaudeville then presented 
contained many features of more than passing interest, the initial appearance upon 
this stage of Segommer, ventriloquist, mimic and crayon expert, being of chief 
note.”  (NYC, 4 Jan 1896, p. 696) 

Segommer, the ventriloquist, has been re-engaged for this week at Keith’s Union 
Square Theatre (NYT, 5 Jan 1896, p. 12). Segommer, the ventriloquist, 
reappeared (NYT, 7 Jan 1896, p. 5).  

Keith’s Union Square Theatre, week of 6 Jan 1896 included Segommer, “whose 
ventriloquial act is par excellence.” (NYC, 11 Jan 1896, p. 712) 

Segommer, the French ventriloquist, Keith's New Theatre, Boston, week of 13 Jan 
1896 (NYC, 18 Jan 1896, p. 729); "Happily, some of the star features of last 
week's list are to be carried over to this week; notably Segommer, the 
ventriloquist." (NYC, 25 Jan 1896, p. 743). Week of 27 Jan 1896 (NYC, 1 Feb 
1896, p. 761).  

Segommer, the ventriloquist, The Bijou, Philadelphia, this week (NYC, 8 Feb 
1896, p. 774) 

Segommer, the French ventriloquist, Imperial Music Hall, Chicago, week of 24 
Feb 1896. Three weeks' engagement (NYC, 29 Feb 1896, p. 820) 

Imperial Theatre, Chicago, week of 2 Mar 1896: Segommer, who remains for two 
weeks more (NYC, 7 Mar 1896, p.10) 

Sharp, James H. (“Peter Hauntz”), 1830-1908. Marionette player and ventriloquist who traveled 
around central Pennsylvania in covered wagon 1865-1908. He adopted the name of his main 
marionette character, Peter Hauntz (Peter Hans), a stock character popular in English shows in 
Pennsylvania German districts.  

According to Paul McPharlin, Sharp’s “skill in ventriloquism added to the uncanniness of 
his presence.  Once a heaping plate of hard-boiled eggs was placed on the breakfast 
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table of a country hotel where he was staying. Immediately a succession of cheepings 
was heard. The guests drew back in horror as Sharp ate egg after egg despite the cries of 
the chicks in them, finishing the whole plate. At a school party on Epiphany at Cherry 
Run, Kolbe's Gap, where Sharp had done a puppet show, an old man, Sam Sherk, who 
had studied with Ole Bull and owned what was marked a Stradivarius, was to play his 
fiddle on the program. He sat in the front row nursing the precious instrument. / Sharp 
stepped to the front of the platform after his part of the entertainment and said, "Sam 
Sherk and I have been friends since boyhood.  I respect his ability with that Strad, but I 
can do more with it than any   man living." / There was a murmur in the crowd; nobody 
had ever heard Sharp perform on the violin. When silence fell, he pointed to the Strad 
and (p. 233) swept his arm slowly upward; as he did so, it rose out of the fiddler's grasp, 
floated upward, and brushed the garlands of greenery near the ceiling. The pointing 
finger moved a little up and down, the violin rose and dipped, and the sweet strains of a 
Christmas hymn sang from its unbowed strings. At another motion the Strad descended 
and came back gently into its owner's arms. As a ventriloquial dummy, Sharp had a 
miniature of himself, complete to black beard and coat. This Peter Hauntz was 
somewhat more waggish than his original, however. As he sat on Sharp's knee his roving 
eye noted the pretty girls in the room, and he would say, "See that pippin in the next to 
last row, the one with the snapping dark eyes. And look at her nice red hat!" While 
Sharp remonstrated with the dummy for his boldness, the girl blushed in delight and the 
crowd snickered.” (The Puppet Theatre in America: A History, with a List of Puppeteers 
1524-1948 (New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1949), pp. 233-234) 

Sharp’s shows also included sleight of hand, “lung music” (a combination of vocalization 
and whistling), playing the comb, poetic recitations, and bass renditions of popular 
ballads.  

Henry W. Shoemaker, "This Morning's Comment. Memories of Peter Hauntz," Altoona 
Tribune, 14 Jul. 1949, contains interesting details about Sharp’s life. McPharlin also cites 
another article by Shoemaker in the Tribune of 1 December 1942, which I have not 
found. 

Skelline, ventriloquist. 

Skelline, ventriloquist, American Museum, New York, 12 Feb 1838 (Odell 4, p. 
256). 

Skelline, ventriloquist, Brooklyn Institute, 8-10 Mar 1838 (Odell 4, p. 269).  

Smith, ventriloquist. Oregon Indian Medicine Co. No. 7. The company opened in Secor 
[sic: Secane, Pennsylvania?] in their new camp to good business (NYC, 30 Jun 1894, p. 
259). 

Starrett, Howard  S. 
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Howard S. Starrett with his Phunny Phamily, Flushing  Opera House, 1 Nov 
1888; also Mrs. Howard Starrett, recitations  (Odell 14, p. 181). 

Birthday party for Lillie May Lewis, 7th birthday, Brooklyn, 18 Mar 1890. 
“Professor Howard Starrett exhibited the marital difficulties of Punch and Judy” 
(BDE 22 Mar 1890, p. 6) 

Howard S. Starrett, Turn Hall, Greenpoint, 25 Apr 1892. (Odell 15, p. 259) 

Prof. Sterett [sic] and his wooden heads and family, J.P. Gallagher's New 
Consolidated Shows, Circus and Museum. The show opened at Medina, NY, 30 
May (NYC,9 Jun 1894, p. 213) 

Fair of the Brooklyn Orphan Asylum, Academy of Music. Punch and Judy, 
shadowgraphing and ventriloquism  in character by Howard S. Starrett. (BDE, 18 
Nov 1896, p. 2). 

Brooklyn. Entertainment for children of Brooklyn Orphan Asylum. Professor 
Starrett gave a Punch and Judy show (BDE 3 Jan 1889, p. 12). 

Shriners’ matinee. Included ventriloquil oddities by Howard S.Starrett (BDE 20 
Feb 1898, p. 32) 

"Midway Park will be opened next Sunday [7 May 1899] by H.S.Starrett. There 
have been several parties looking over the place with the expressed intention of 
buying it, but nothing tangible developed until to-day, when a deal was made with 
Mr. Starrett. A license will be taken out and the Orange county beer will be on 
sale. Mr. Starrett has been the manager of Upton Lake Park, near Poughkeepsie. 
He is the representative of president McKeige, of the Traction company. He is a 
ventriloquist, Punch and Judy man, manipulator of shadow graphs [sic]. He was 
for fourteen years commissary of the Third Battery, Brooklyn." (Middletown 
Daily Argus (Middletown, New York), 2 May 1899, p. 1) 

St. Germain, Prof. and his automat, King Fu, first appeared at the matinee, 16 Dec 1882, 
Germania Theatre, New York, (Odell 12, p. 71: listed in index as St. German, 
ventriloquist).  

Stephens, James, ventriloquist. Cook's Minstrels:  This company was reorganized last 
week, and many important changes occurred. The company now numbers thirty people 
and prospects are very bright for success during the remainder of the season. Our grand 
illuminated street parade, with our showy Newmarket topcoats and latest style silk hats, 
is a great success, and the catchy minstel music…attracts a great audience. We open at 
the Lyceum Theatre, Elizabeth, N.J., 14." The roster included James Stephens, 
ventriloquist (NYC, 14 Dec 1895, p. 646) 
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Theodore 

Theodore, ventriloquist, Eden Musée, Paterson, NJ, week of 28 Jan 1895 (NYC, 2 
Feb 1895, p. 763). N.B. “Theo” appeared at the Gayety, Brooklyn, in Feb 1895 
(NYC, 9 Feb 1895, p. 782)  

Theodore, ventriloquist, Palace Theatre and Musee, Easton, Pa., this week (NYC, 
11 Apr 1896, p. 87) 

Theodore, ventriloquist, Proctor's Theatre, New York, week of 4 May 1896 
(NYC, 9 May 1896, p. 152) 

Theodore, ventriloquist, Proctor’s Pleasure Palace, NewYork, week of 11 May 
1896 (NYC, 16 May 1896, p. 168)  

Thomas, Punch and ventriloquist, Salvail & Thomas' Side Show. We have a front of ten 
double deck paintings. We open in Brockville,Ont., July 12 and make three day stands, 
making all large towns in Canada. (NYC, 13 Jul 1895, p. 291). 

Trevelle, the ventriloquist, Pleasure Palace, New York (NYT, 29 May 1898, p. 9).  

Treviloo, ventriloquist. Masonic Roof Garden, Chicago (NYC, 28 Sep 1895, p. 469). 

Trovello, ventriloquist, Keith's New Theatre, Boston, week of 6 Jul 1896 (NYC, 11Jul 
1896, p. 295) 

Trovollo, ventriloquist: Trovollo was one of the creators of the walking and talking 
figures (Laurie, p. 114) 

Trovollo, Ocean View, Virginia (NYC, 29 Aug 1896, p. 405.  

Travoilo [sic] has finished a two week's engagement at Ocean View, VA, and is 
now playing the Davis circuit (NYC, 26 Sep 1896, p. 470) 

"Trovollo, ventriloquist, has closed with Pilor Morin's 'Orange Blossom' Co., and 
is now playing the Olympic Theatre and Chicago Opera House, Chicago, Ill." 
(NYC, 31 Oct 1896, p. 552) 

 

Clipper, 14 Nov 1896, p. 593 
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Royal Music Hall, Chicago: At the head of the programme for this week is 
Trovolo [sic], ventriloquist. (NYC, 28 Nov 1896, p. 622) 

Trovollo, the ventriloquist, played the Lyceum Theatre and Royal Music Hall, 
Chicago, Ill, and the Academy of Music, Milwaukee, Wis., recently, and opens 
Nov. 30 at the Buckingham, Louisville, Ky. (NYC, 5 Dec 1896, p. 632) 

Trovollo, Royal Music Hall, Chicago, this week (NYC, 23 Jan 1897, p. 745) 

Trovollo the ventriloquist, Olympia Music Hall, New York, 11 Apr 1898 (NYT, 
10 Apr 1898, p. 9) 

Trovolo [sic], Hyde & Behman's, Brooklyn, 18 Feb 1901 (NYC, 23 Feb 1901, p. 
1148) 

 

Travelle, Trevelle, Travellis  

Juggling Trevelles, Tony Pastor’s, New York, 4-11 Jun 1894 (Odell 15, p. 690). 

Travellis, shadowgraphists and jugglers, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, New 
York, 9-14 Jul 1894 (Odell 15, p. 708). 

The Trevellis, shadowgraphs, jugglers, etc., Keith’s Union Square Theatre, New 
York, 9 Jul 1884 (NYC, 14 Jul 1894, p. 294).  

Travelle, World's Museum Theatre, Pittsburg, Pa, this week (NYC, 5 Jan 1895, p. 
699) 

Travelle-Fantastic Shadowisque; assisted by Mlle. Travelle. Harry Davies' Eden 
Musée, Altoona, Pa, this week. (NYC, 19 Jan 1895, p. 736). 

Travelli, New World's Museum Theatre, Pittsburg, this week. (NYC, 12 Oct 
1895, p. 503). 

Travelles, Pastor’s, New York (NYC, 22 Aug 1896, p. 396) 

Travelle, Bon Ton, Jersey City. "The house opened the regular season Aug. 22, 
with a matinee performance. The house was packed to the doors, and at night 
standing room was at a premium and hundreds were turned away."  (NYC, 29 
Aug 1896, p. 408) 

Travelles, Keith's New Theatre, New York (NYC, 12 Sep 1896, p. 441) 
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Display ad: "The Only Travelle. The Leading Fantaisist and Absolute Master 
Shadowist of the World, Assisted by Mme. Travelle, at liberty for the coming 
season. A hit at Keith's last week…." (NYC, 19 Sep 1896, p. 465) 

Trovallo, New World’s Theatre, Pittsburgh, this week (NYC, 3 Oct 1896, p. 487) 

Travelles, Gus Hill’s Stars, coming to Pearl Street Museum, Albany, NY (NYC. 
10 Oct 1896, p. 507) 

"The Trocadero Specialty Co., which appeared last week at the New Pearl Street 
Theatre, Albany, N.Y., included…Travelle and Mme. Travelle." (NYC, 17 Oct 
1896, p. 520) 

Hyde & Behman’s, Brooklyn: “The most excellent bill presented here this week is 
Tony Pastor’s Own Co., and people were turned away at the opening 
performances, 12. Others on the bill are…the Gravelles [sic], in their 
“Shadowgraph” act.” (NYC, 17 Oct 1896, p. 523) 

Travis, Cole. Had walking figures, barking dogs, chickens, etc.—a very good act 
(Laurie, p. 113) 

Travis, Frank. Husband of Madeleine Rosa. Vox 72, 73, 77 Re America? 

Trick, Prof. Prof. Trick, ventriloquist, Huber's Eighth Avenue Museum, New York, 
week of 1 Jun 1896  (NYC, 6 Jun 1896, p. 214) 

Valentine, ventriloquist. See Odell 34 

Valentini, Giuseppe 

Giuseppe Valentini, “the real Valentine Vox,” ventriloquism, the Tabernacle, 17 
Jul 1844 (Odell 5, p.. 67).  

Giuseppe Valentini, “in his great tight-rope feats,” Bowery Amphitheatre, 2 Sep 
1844 (Odell 5, p. 140). 

Signor Giuseppe Valentini, ventriloquist, and Valentini, Sr., professor ofthe 
instrument known as the Harmonico Mandolino," Croton Hall, corner of the 
Bowery and Division Street, New York, 10 Nov 1846 (Odell 5, p. 310). 

Ventriloquism by Signor Valentini, Odeon, New York, 10 Jan 1848 (Odellk 5, p. 
397).  

Van, ventriloquist. Relationship is unclear:  Van Standts, Jules Van Standt; Prof. Van; 
Jules Van; Dr. Jules Vernon 
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The Van Standts (black art), Grand Museum, New York, 29 Apr-4 May 1889 
(Odell 14, p. 134).  

Jules Van Standt’s Funny Folks, Harlem Museum, 25-30 Mar 1889 (Odell 14, 
p.138). 

Notes from Walter L. Main’s Great Shows. At Van Wert, Ohio, Van, the 
ventriloquist, called with his sister (NYC, 9 Jun 1894, p. 213).  

Prof. Van’s talking figures booked at the Wonderland Museum, Springfield, 
Illinois (NYC, 7 Apr 1894, p. 70). 

Dr. Jules Vernon and wife celebrated their cotton wedding on Oct. 10 at 
Loveland, Oh. Dr. Vernon was presented with a handsome gold headed cane and 
Mrs. Vernon with an elegant set of furs, by the members of the company. The 
Doctor responded with wine and cigars, and a good time was enjoyed. The 
company are in Ohio, and business is good. Personnel included Dr. Jules Vernon, 
lecturer; Mme. Vernon, mind reader, and Prof. Van, ventriloquist and eccentric 
comedian. (NYC, 20 Oct 1894, p. 524) 

Manager Jules Van reports a steady business and good weather. The entire staff is 
now complete. We carry seven people, 300ft. Wall, 12x12 stage, scenery and 
canopy. Roster included Jules Van, manager, proprietor, ventriloquist, and 
magician. We played t0 crowded tents July 4, turning people away at night. 
(NYC, 13 Jul 1895, p. 291) 

Jules Vernon, ventriloquist, and Mrs. Minnie Vernon, magic and mind reading, 
Davenport Electric Bell Co., Prof. J.C. Davenport, lecturer and tooth extractor. 
"After a run of 128 consecutive weeks, we take a lay off of a week to get ready 
for our canvas season. Business has been fair, and the 'bogie man' has not even 
had a cold. The Vernons close May 2 and take out their own company." (NYC, 2 
May 1896, p. 133) 

Prof. Jules Vernon and wife, wonder workers, have closed with the Davenport 
Co., after a season of forty weeks. They begin a two weeks engagement at the 
Eden Musee, St. Joseph, Mo., May 18, then go on to St. Louis, Mo., to join the 
Blankner Comedy Co. for the Summer 
season (NYC, 11 May 1896, p. 169) 

Nebraska State Journal (Lincoln), 30 Mar 
1909, p. 7: 
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Majestic Theatre, Lincoln, Nebraska: One must not forget the work of the 
ventriloquist, with Punch and Judy figures. His vocal gymnastics are no better 
than his manipulation of the figures and that speaks well for his voice." (“At the 
Majestic,” Nebraska State Journal, Lincoln, 30 Mar 1909, p. 7) 

Van Standt, Jules. Ventriloquist? 

Varno, ventriloquist, Nickel Odeon, Boston, this week. NYC, 23 Feb 1895, p. 811). 

Varroll, Kaye. Female (Laurie, p. 116) 

Vattemare, Nicolas Marie (Monsieur Alexandre). French ventriloquist who appeared in 
USA. Vox, 55-60; Burns, 234-238.  Died in France 1864 (Vox 60). French vent. A 
playbill of 1821 shows that he drank while talking. He was the founder of the Boston 
Public Library and his name is in the library entrance (Laurie, p. 114). As a publicity 
stunt, made dead people call for help as if buried alive; quick-change artist with many 
characters. The Rogueries of Nicholas, 1822:  book of anecdotes re Vattemare (Albano 
2008, p. 15, with illustrations). Nicolas Marie Alexandre Vattemare (Paris, 1796 – 1864), 
also known under the stage name Monsieur Alexandre, was a French ventriloquist and 
philanthropist who created the first international system for the exchange of items among 
libraries and museums (Wikipedia) 

Moncrieff, W.T. Memoirs and anecdotes of Monsieur Alexandre, the celebrated 
dramatic ventriloquist. Adventures of a ventriloquist; or, The rogueries of 
Nicholas; an entirely new comic, characteristic, vocalic, mimitic, multiformical, 
maniloquous, ubiquitarical entertainment, in three parts, as embodied, illustrated, 
and delivered at the Adelphi Theatre, Strand. Illustrations by Robert Cruikshank. 
London: J. Lowndes, 1822. 

Cruikshank, Robert. “Monsr. Alexandre as Miss Flirtilla Pillbury,” [London: c. 1822.] 
Etching, 4” x 6 5/8”plus margin at head and foot; colored by hand; one gentle crease. 
$75. The French ventriloquist is depicted, full length, in costume as a female character in 
W.T. Moncrieff’s Adventures of a Ventriloquist. He stands in a nightgown and cap, 
beside a dressing table, a rose held in his right hand. Moncrieff wove several of 
Alexandre’s ventriloquial routines into the semblance of a continuous drama in which 
the latter played all parts (by means of a combination of quick change and 
ventriloquism). (Dramatis Personae 2009). I have a copy of this, if wanted. 

Vaz, Joe, ventriloquist. Joe Vaz, the ventriloquist, the magician Hermann and his wife, 
and one of the Lorella brothers were arrested after their show in Georgia while passing 
through the town of Conyers on a train, charged with gambling on the train. They were 
turned in by a preacher. Bond of $250. (“A Minister Terrible Shocked,” New York 
Times, 25 Feb 1881, p. 2).  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1796�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1864�
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Venetta, Sig[nor]. Geary's Museum, opposite the post office, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
Season opened 5 Oct 1891. Attractions included Sig. Venetta, ventriloquist ("Geary's 
Museum." Fort Wayne Gazette [Fort Wayne, Indiana], 4 Oct 1891, p. 8) 

Ventril, Maude. Nickel Odeon, Boston, this week. (NYC, 12 Jan 1895, p. 718). 
Ventriloquist? 

Vernon, Prof. Jules. Jules Vernon, assisted by his wife, was stricken by blindness while 
playing the Orpheum in Spokane, Washington, in 1920. He kept on in the act with his six 
figures and kept it a secret that he was blind. When the stand on which the figures were 
mounted was moved onto the stage, there was a black thread tied to the stand and gt the 
wings, and when Vernon entered he followed the black thread until he got to his stand. 
Some of the figures were worked from the back of the head, others with a pneumatic hose 
and foot treadle. (Laurie, p. 115). Relationship is unclear:  Van Standts, Jules Van Standt; 
Prof. Van; Jules Van; Dr. Jules Vernon 

Prof. Jules Vernon, magician and ventriloquist, proprietor of Vernon’s Vaudeville 
Stars, now touring southern Illinois, to good biz (NYC, 3 Mar 1894, p. 832). 

Prof. Jules Vernon and wife, wonder workers, closed with the Six Nation 
Medicine Co. in Three Rivers, Mich., to visit relatives for a short summer 
vacation, and after enjoying two weeks of fishing and boating  on the Wisconsin 
River, they joined the Davenports Electric Entertainers, who, under a 40x70 
canvas, are showing to packed tents every night. (NYC, 3 Aug 1895, p. 342) 

Dr. Jules Vernon and wife celebrated their cotton wedding on Oct. 10 at 
Loveland, Oh. Dr. Vernon was presented with a handsome gold headed cane and 
Mrs. Vernon with an elegant set of furs, by the members of the company. The 
Doctor responded with wine and cigars, and a good time was enjoyed. The 
company are in Ohio, and business is good. Personnel included Dr. Jules Vernon, 
lecturer; Mme. Vernon, mind reader, and Prof. Van, ventriloquist and eccentric 
comedian. (NYC, 20 Oct 1894, p. 524).  

Vernon, a ventriloquist, at Proctor's Theatre, New York, 1899. (NYT, 12 Dec 
1899, p. 7). Jules Vernon?  

Villers, Dr. J. Jay: humorist, impersonator, and ventriloquist. Impersonated Mark Twain 
and Charles Dickens.  Did an impersonation of ventriloquist E.D. Davies. Used a dummy 
named Little Pompey (Albano 2008, p. 21, with portrait)  

Vinton, Prof. Leo, ventriloquist. Prof. Leo Vinton, illusionist and ventriloquist, Col. 
M.H. Welsh's Conclave of English-American Glassblowers, Caravan of Human Marvels 
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and Histrionic Art Entertainment, opening 28 Nov at Coatesville, Pa. (NYC. 18 Nov 
1893, p. 595).  

Victor, Prof, ventriloquist, White’s London Dime Musée, Chicago, Illinois (NYC, 5 
May 1894, p. 130).  

Voce, Prof. Thomas 

Prof. Voce, ventriloquist, Doris’s Harlem Museum, New York, 1891-92 (Odell 
15, p. 167).  

Prof. Voce, Wonderland Museum, Milwaukee (NYC, 16 Dec. 1893, p. 654).  

Prof. Voce, Wonderland Museum, Des Moines, Iowa (NYC, 27 Jan 1894, p. 753). 

Prof. T. Voce, Dr. Bill's Concert, Comedy and Kickapoo Indian Medicine 
Company, No. 38. (NYC, 21 Jul 1894, p. 307). 

Thomas Voce, ventriloquist and magician, Dr. Bill’s Concert and Comedy Co., 
touring NW Missouri, selling Kickapoo Indian remedies (NYC, 15 Sep 1894, p. 
440). 

Dr. Bill’s Kickapoo Indian Medicine Co., now in Holt County, Missouri: Tommy 
Voce, ventriloquist, magician, and punch [sic] [….] The quartet, Madden, Voce, 
Biggar and Brady, are making a hit [….] Prof. Voce and J.D. Madden are 
preparing a new sketch. (NYC , 27 Oct 1894, p. 541). 

Prof. T. Voce, magic and ventriloquist. Kickapoo Medicine Co, No. 38, now 
touring N. Nebraska to reported good business. Dr. Bill, sole proprietor and 
manager (NYC, 5 Jan 1895, p. 707).  

Prof. Voce, magician and ventriloquist, Kickapoo Indian Medicine Co., Party 38 
(NYC, 8 Jun 1895,p. 210). 

Prof. T. Voce, Oregon Indian Medicine Co and Dr. Bill’s ‘s Congress  of Novelty 
and Concert Companies (NYC, 31 Aug 1895, p. 403) 

Prof. Voce, Eden Musée, St. Joseph, Missouri, week of 7 Oct 1895 (NYC, 19 Oct 
1895, p. 519) 

“Wanted, by Tom Voce, Ventriloquist, Magician, Marionettes, Bagpiper, Dancer, 
Character Singer and Aerial Suspension Act. ENGAGEMENT WITH 
RELIABLE MEDICINE PARTY OR COMBINATION. Address  EDEN 
MUSEE, Pittsburg, Pa.” (NYC, 6 Feb 1897, p. 787) 
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Vose, Valentine or Val: English ventriloquist, c. 1851-1887. His real name apparently 
was  Thomas Davis Eaton, and the stage name Valentine Vose was an allusion to the 
fictitious hero of Henry Cockton’s The Life and Adventures of Valentine Vox, the 
Ventriloquist, 1840. He toured extensively, in Europe, America, Australia, New Zealand, 
and Asia. (Information from Allister Hardiman, of Melbourne, Australia, who very 
kindly shared with me his extensive research notes)   
 

Val Vose, ventriloquist, Theatre Comique, New York, 20 Aug 1877: his début in 
America (Odell 10, p. 228).  

Val Vose, ventriloquist, Park Theatre, Brooklyn, 3-8 Sep 1877 (Odell 10, p. 506)  

In 1880, a critic wrote, “Val Vose the ventriloquist could do almost anything with 
his voice.” Vose performed with Alexander Herrmann, who was a most illustrious 
magician of his day. (Burns 115) 

Val Vose, the best and most entertaining ventriloquist now before the public. 
Haverly’s 14th-Street Theatre, New York (New York Times, 2 Apr, 4, 5, 6, 7 May 
1880, p. 7 or 11).  

Val Vose, ventriloquist, Haverly’s Lyceum Theatre, New York (Odell 11, p. 42).  

The very clever ventriloquist Val Vose furnishes 20 minutes of amusement by the 
introduction of his “Merry Old Folks,” at Haverly’s Theatre (NYT, 4 May 1880, 
p. 4).  

Val Vose, ventriloquist, Haverly’s Theatre (NYC, 9 May 1880, p. 7).  

Val Vose helped to amuse the audience at Haverly’s with “grotesquerie” an 
ventriloquism, 17 May 1880 (NYT, 18 May 1880, p. 5).  

Val Vose, Grand Opera House, New York, 8 Nov 1880 (Odell 11, p. 275). 
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Val Vose, Park Theatre, Brooklyn, week of 17 Jan 1881 (Odell 11, p. 385). 

 

Val Vose. Sketch by Allister Hardiman 
 from a photograph in the Performing Arts 

Museum, Melbourne, Australia 
 

 

Val Vose, London Theatre, New York, 8-13 May 1881 (Odell 11, p. 559)  

Val Vose, Aberle’s New Theatre, New York, summer 1881 (Odell 11, p. 534).  

Val Vose, 12-17 Sep 1881, Hyde and Behman’s (Odell 11, p. 616).  

Val Vose, [check theater], 21 Nov 1881 (Odell 11, p. 556).  

Val Vose, Bunnell’s Museum, New York, 27 Feb 1882 (Odell 11, p. 579).  

Val Vose—Ventriloquist—Val Vose. Bunnell’s Broadway Museum (NYT, 28 
Feb 1882, p. 9; 2, 3, 4, 5 Mar 1882, p. 7  

Prof. Vose, a sleight of hand man, Kohl & Middleton’s Clark Street Musée, 
Chicago (NYC, 23 Dec 1893, p.691). 
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Prof. Vose, a ventriloquist, Kohl & Middleton’s Globe Dime Musée, Chicago 
(NYC, 20 Jan 1894, p. 735).  

Voss, ventriloquist. Dime Museum, Omaha, Nebraska. (NYC, 5 Oct 1895, p. 486). 
Same as Vose? Other mentions were missed because not identified as a ventriloquist? 

Vox, J.J. Ventriloquist? Welsh Brothers' show: Business continues excellent, had despite 
the many shows we are compelled to play against. We have several blow downs the past 
few weeks, which resulted in the loss of a new sideshow canvas.  (NYC, 22Jun1895, p. 
243) 

Vox, Valentine Jr. See Fox 

Walker, E. Figure maker. 

Papier mache and properties of every kind made quick and cheap. Productions 
solicited. Indian clubs, weight 1 pound each. Ventriloquial figures, etc. E. Walker, 
Property Room, 1607 Broadway, New York City. Call and see my work (NYC, 
10 Aug 1895, p. 363; 17 Aug 1895, p. 379; 24 Aug 1895, p. 395) 

For sale, new ventriloquial figure, Yellow Kid from "Hogan's Alley," outfit for 
Three Leg Man and Dwarf Dance, Comedy High Hats, Set Dog Pedestals. 
Walker's Property Rooms, 1607 Broadway, New York City. All new goods 
(NYC, 14 Nov 1896, p. 591) 

 

Wallace, Grace. Female (Laurie, p. 116) 

 

Walter, Alf. Prof. Alf Walter, magic and ventriloquism, Kickapoo Medicine Company. 
"Business fair, and everybody with the company happy." (NYC, 14 Dec 1895, p. 645) 

Walters, Walter and Emily. Specialized in baby crying (Laurie, p. 114). 

Warts, Dale, ventriloquist and high wire outside, Tom Delavanti's Show, opening at 
Antwerp, NY, 28 Aug, as their first fair date. (NYC, 8 Sep 1894, p. 422). 

Watkins, G.W., 

G.W. Watkins, musical ventriloquist. Wonderland Museum, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin (NYC, 20 Jan 1894, p. 736). 

Prof. Watkins, ventriloquist, Wonderland Museum, Milwaukee, Wis. (NYC, 16 
Mar 1895, p. 22). 
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Watson, Sam. Had a “Barnyard Circus” (Laurie, p. 113) 

Wells, William.  "Wanted, a first class ventriloquial outfit in A1 condition. Must by 
cheap for cash. Would like to hear from owner of outfit formerly used by Wm. Wells. 
Address, with full particulars, make, movements, etc., and lowest cash price. P.O. Box 
571, Rich Hills, Mo." (NYC, 7 Dec 1895, p. 647) 

Wenzel. All the same person? According to Ernest Russell, Wenzell [sic] was a Punch 
showman in America in the later 19th century (Ernest Russell. “The Most Popular Play in 
the World.” Outing Magazine, Jan 1908, p. 473).  

Fred Wenzel (Teutonic). Volksgarten, New York, Oct 1875 (Odell 10, p. 275) 

Signor Wenzel, ventriloquist, Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, Oct 1875 (Odell 10, p 
141, listed in index as Fred Wenzel) 

Wenzel, Olympic Theatre, Nov 1875 (Odell 10, p. 142, listed in index as Fred 
Wenzel) 

Punch and Judy by Herr Wenzel, Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, 15 Nov 1875 
(BDE, 16 Nov 1875, p. 4) 

Fred Wenzel, National Varieties, Eighth Avenue, New York, Mar 1879 (Odell 10, 
p. 688) 

Fred Wenzel and Jessie Forrester, National Garden, 3 and 6 Apr 1879 (Odell 10, 
p. 663) 

Fred Wenzel, Dutch Songs, Bowery Theatre (Bowery Garden), New York, July 
1882 (Odell 11, p. 549).  

Wenzel and Barton, Scenes from South Carolina, Bowery Garten Theatre, Sept 
1882 (Odell 12, p. 103) 

Wenzel and Burton, Bowery Garten Theatre, Sep 1883 (Odell 12, p. 311). 

Wenzel and Burton, Standard Museum, Brooklyn, Feb 1884 (Odell 12, p. 377). 

Fred Wenzel (German comedian), Holmes’s Standard Museum, Brooklyn, Mar 
1885 (Odell 12, p. 580) 

Fred Wenzel (“the funny little Dutchman,” in Slattery’s Boarding House), 
Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 11-16 Jan 1886 (Odell 13, p. 104) 

Morris and Wenzel, Gunther’s Palm Garten, Oct 1886 (Odell 13, p. 335) 
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Wenzel and Morris, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 8-13 Nov 1886 (Odell 13, p. 325) 

Wenzel and Morris, Miner’s 8th Ave Theatre, 20-25 Dec 1886 (Odell 13, p. 331) 

Fred Wenzel, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, Apr 1887 (Odell 11, p. 327) 

Wenzel and Morris, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 19-31 Dec 1887 (Odell 13, p. 521) 

Wenzel and Morris, National Theatre, New York, 28 May-2 Jun 1888 (Odell 13, 
p. 528) 

Herr Wenzel, Harlem Museum, New York, Dec 1890 (Odell 14, p. 694) 

Wenzel’s Punch and Judy, Harlem Museum, New York, Dec 1890 (Odell 14, p. 
694). 

Wenzel’s Punch and Judy, Harlem Museum, New York, week of 26-31 Jan 1891 
(Odell 14, p. 694) 

Wenzel’s Little Folks, Harlem Museum, New York, 16-21 Feb 1891 (Odell 14, p. 
695) 

Wenzel’s Little Folks, Harlem Museum, New York, 23-28 Feb 1891 (Odell 14, p. 
695) 

Professor Wenzel’s Midget Actors, Harlem Museum, New York, 2-7 Mar 189i1 
(Odell 14, p. 695) 

Wenzel’s Midgets, Harlem Museum, New York, 16-21 Mar 1891 (Odell 14, p. 
695) 

Wenzel’s Punch and Judy, Harlem Museum, New York, 30 Mar-4 Apr 1891 
(Odell 14, p. 695-696) 

Wenzel’s Punch and Judy, Harlem Museum, New York, 13-18 Apr 1891 (Odell 
14, p. 696) 

Fred Wenzel, Eden Musée, Paterson, NJ, week of 28 Jan 1895 (NYC, 2 Feb 1895, 
p. 793) 

White, Horace, English ventriloquist 

Horace White, English ventriloquist, Olympia Theatre, New York (NYT, 15 Mar 
1896, p. 16).  

Horace White, ventriloquist, Olympia Theatre, New York, this week (NYT, 24 
Mar 1896, p. 4).  
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Hammerstein’s Olympia, New York, week of 23 Mar 1896. "Horace White, 
ventriloquist, made his American debut, and was fairly well received. Mr. White, 
in his act, performs upon a piano. He is an excellent pianist, but as a ventriloquist 
he does not rank very high." (NYC, 28 Mar 1896, p. 54) 

Horace White, ventriloquist, third week, was well liked, Hammerstein's Olympia, 
New York, week of 6 Apr 1896 n(NYC, 11 Apr 1896, p. 88) 

Horace White, English ventriloquist and musician, Proctor’s Theatre, New York, 
this week (NYT, 29 Oct 1899, p. 14).  

Horace White, ventriloquist and musician, New York début, 30 Oct 1899 [sic] 
(NYT, 31 Oct 1899, p. 5)  

White Chief, ventriloquist, E.E. Eisenbarth's Sensation of Novelties. We have been 
touring West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois to big business. (NYC, 20 Jun 1896, p. 
245) 

Whittle, W.E., ventriloquist. Impersonated Teddy Roosevelt and talked with his dummy 
about topics of the day (Laurie, p. 114). Born c. 1862; died 1924 in Bloomfield, NY. 
Used two life-size dummies (Albano 2008, p. 31, with portrait) 

To managers. W.E. Whittle, ventriloquist, Now with the Bob Fitzsimmons Co., 
will appear at Miners' Bowery Theatre week of 22  [Oct 1894], at Miner's Eighth 
Avenue week of 29. What the Philadelphia press has to say of MR. WHITTLE'S 
turn: PHILA INQUIRER, Oct. 9, '94--W.E. Whittle in a ventriloquist act that 
made a hit. PHILA. ITEM, Oct 12, '94--W.E. Whittle, who is at the Lyceum 
Theatre this week with the Bob Fitzsimmons Show, is one of the cleverest 
ventriloquists on the stage today. He receives at each performance a goodly and 
well deserved share of applause. Would like to hear from managers for season '95 
and '96. Address W.E. Whittle, 415 Fourth Street, Harrison, N.J. (NYC, 27 Oct 
1894, p. 549). 

Whilttle [sic], ventriloquist, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, New York (NYT, 16 
Feb 1896, p. 10).  

William Whittle, ventriloquist, Central Opera House Music Hall, New York, this 
week. (NYC, 10 Aug 1895, p. 357)   

"W.E. Whittle, the ventriloquist, when not playing, gives his time to 'The Human 
Telephone,' a resort for theatrical people at Harrison, N.J." (NYC, 19 Oct 1895, p. 
521) 
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Whittle, a ventriloquist, Fourteenth Street Theatre, New York. (NYC, 9 Nov 
1895, p. 568). 

Whittle, Doris' Gaiety Theatre, New York, 23 Mar 1896 (NYC, 28 Mar 1896, p. 
54) 

W. E. Whittle, Proctor’s Theatre, New York, 17 Aug 1896 (NYC, 22 Aug 1896, 
p. 392) 

Ventriloquist Whittle, Keith's New Theatre, Boston, last week (NYC, 31 Oct 
1896, p. 555) 

 

Clipper, 14 Nov 1896, p. 594 

 

 

Wilder, Marshall P., ventriloquist. A very agreeable entertainment was given yesterday 
afternoon in the Madison Square Theatre for the benefit of Mr. Marshall P. wilder, an 
amusing mimic, whose services are frequently given in aid of charity [….] He told 
anecdotes and made imitations. Very clever. His telephone sketch is capital (NYT, 16 
Apr 1886, p. 5). 

Williams, ventriloquist 

Williams the ventriloquist, Olympia Music Hall, New York (NYT, 6 Dec 1896, p. 
11).  

Williams the ventriloquist, Pleasure Palace, New York (NYT, 12 Sep 1897, p. 20)  

Williams, C.D., ventriloquist. C.D. Williams, ventriloquist [sic: C.W. Williams?], Al. 
Reeves' Show. We will commence our season the week of Aug. 26-31, and play two 
houses during the week, in Tony Pastor's, New York City, and the Unique Theatre in 
Brooklyn. Proprietor Al. Reeves has arranged for three carriages to carry the performers 
back and forth. (NYC, 24 Aug 1895, p. 388) 
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Williams, C.W., ventriloquist 

C.W. Williams, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, Sep 1887 (Odell 13, p. 
514).  

C.W. Williams, London Theatre, New York, 14-19 Nov 1887 (Odell 13, p. 515).  

C.W. Williams, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behman’s, Brooklyn, 30 Jan-4 Feb 1888 
(Odell 13, p. 571).  

C.W. Williams, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 16-21 Sep 1889 (Odell 
14, p. 360). 

C.W. Williams, London Theatre, New York, 23-28 Dec 1889 (Odell 14, p. 362).  

C.W. Williams Company, Olympia Theatre, Harlem, 17-22 Nov 1890 (Odell 14, 
p. 658).  

The C.W. Williams Parisian Folly Company, London Theatre, New York, 1-6 
Dec 1890 (Odell 14, p. 643).  

The Parisian Folly and Spectacular Company of C.W. Williams, Miner’s 8th Ave. 
Theatre, New York, 22-27 Dec 1890 (Odell 14, p. 655).  

Williams’s Parisian Folly Company, Grand Theatre, New York, 16-21 Feb 1891 
(Odell 14, p. 763).  

C.W. Williams’s Parisian Folly Company, Grand Theatre, Williamsburgh, 
31Aug-5 Sep 1891 (Odell 15, p. 249).  

C.W. Williams’s Parisian Folly Company, London Theatre, New York, 14-19 
Dec 1891 (Odell 15, p. 136).  

C.W. Williams Company, Olympic Theatre, Harlem, 21-26 Dec 1891 (Odell 15, 
p. 147).  

C.W. Williams’s Parisian Folly Company, Miner’s Eighth Ave. Theatre, New 
York, 11-16 Jan 1892 (Odell 15, p. 145).  

The Parisian Folly and Spectacular Company, Grand Theatre, Williamsburgh, 7-
12 Mar 1892 (Odell 15, p. 251). 

C.W. Williams’s Vaudeville and Burlesque Company, London Theatre, New 
York, 14-19 Mar 1892 (Odell 15, p. 138). 
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C.W. Williams Company, third visit to Olympic Theatre, Harlem, 21-26 Mar 
1892 (Odell 15, p. 148). 

C.W. Williams, ventriloquism, Tony Pastor’s, New York, 8-13 Aug 1892 (Odell 
15, p. 135).  

C.W. Williams Company, Olympic Theatre, Harlem, 26 Sep-1 Oct 1892 (Odell 
15, p. 433).  

C.W. Williams’ Big Show, London Theatre, New York, 12-17 Dec 1892 (Odell 
15, p. 421).  

C.W. Williams’ Big Show, London Theatre, New York, 20-25 Feb 1893 (Odell 
15, p. 422).  

C.W. Williams’ Company, Olympic Theatre, Harlem, 20-15 Mar 1893 (Odell 15, 
p. 435).  

C.W. Williams, Tony Pastor’s, New York, 5-10 Jun 1893 (Odell 15, p. 414).  

C.W. Williams, London Theatre, New York, 4-9 Sep 1893 (Odell 15, p. 712).  

C.W. Williams’s Big Show, Olympic Theatre, 18-23 Dec 1893 (Odell 15, p. 724).  

C.W. Williams, Huber and Gebhardts’s Casino, New York, 12-17 Feb 1894 
(Odell 15, p. 800).  

C.W. Williams, ventriloquist, Union Square Theatre, New York (NYC, 3 Mar 
1894, p. 834).  

C.W. Williams Comedians, London Theatre, New York, 19-24 Mar 1894 (Odell 
15, p. 715).  

C.W. Williams’ Comedians, including C.W. Williams in ventriloquial imitations, 
London Theatre, New York (NYC, 24 Mar 1894, p. 238).  

C.W. Williams, ventriloquist, Central Opera House Music Hall, New York, 2 Apr 
1894 (NYC, 7 Apr 1894, p. 70).  

C.W. Williams, ventriloquist and mimic, Keith’s Union Square Theatre, New 
York, 30 Jul 1894 (NYC, 4 Aug 1894, p. 342). 

C.W. Williams, ventriloquist, now on tour under the management of Al. Reeves, 
was the recipient, he informs us, of a telegram from his uncle, Chas. Williams, of 
Chicago, stating that a vast tract of land jointly held by them at Idaho Falls, Idaho, 
had been sole to a mining syndicate for the sum of fifty-five thousand dollars, 
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forty thousand dollars to be paid in cash, on or before the 15th of November next, 
and the balance in stock. (NYC, 29 Sep 1894, p. 470). 

C.W. Williams, ventriloquial imitations, London Theatre, New York, 15 Oct 
1894. (NYC, 20 Oct 1894, p. 524). 

C.W. Williams, ventriloquist, The Casino, New York, 20 Feb 1895. (NYC, 2 Mar 
1895, p. 830) 

 

 

 

C.W. Williams, Keith's New Theatre, Boston, week of 24 May 1896 (NYC, 30 May 1896, 
p. 199) 

C.W. Williams, ventriloquist, Casino, Bergen Beach, Brooklyn, New York, Jul 1896 (NYC, 
11 Jul 1896, p. 292) 

C.W. Williams ventriloquized at Tony Pastor's Theatre, New York, week of 3 Aug 1896 
(NYC, 8 Aug 1896) 

C.W. Williams, Tony Pastor's Theatre, New York, week of 14 Sep 1896 (NYC, 19 Sep 
1896, p. 456) 

Williams, a ventriloquist, Tony Pastor's Theatre, New York (NYC, 5 Dec 1896, p. 634) 
C.W. Williams?  

Hammerstein’s Olympia, New York: C. W. Williams, a clever ventriloquist, was a new 
comer, and he soon became very popular (NYC, 12 Dec 1896, p. 652)  

 

(New York Clipper, 31 Aug 1895, p. 411) 
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Temple Theatre, Alton, Illinois. Summer season opened Sunday 16 May 1909, featuring 
C.W. Williams, Punch and Judy show (Alton Evening Telegraph, 13 May, p. 8). "Another 
good house was in evidence at the Temple last night [19 May] when an entirely new 
program of moving pictures was presented together with C.W. Williams' very clever 
Punch and Judy act, 'The Doctor's Day.' Mr. Williams has an act that is not only original 
but clever and entertaining as well. The prices are in the reach of all. A special matinee 
will be given Saturday for the benefit of the children. This troupe of mechanical actors 
please the old and young folks." (Alton Evening Telegraph, 20 May 1909, p. 2) 

Williams, John, ventriloquist, Huber’s Palace Museum, New York, 8-13 Sep 1890 
(Odell 14, p. 661).  

Wills, William, ventriloquist, Grand Museum, New York, 24-31 Aug 1889 (Odell 14, p. 
395).  

Wilson, Alexander, ventriloquist,  

Alexander Wilson, ventriloquist, Bowery Theatre (Bowery Garden), New York, 5 
Dec 1881 (Odell 11, p. 548). 

Alexander Wilson, ventriloquist, National Theatre, New York, Jan 1883 (Odell 
12, p. 111).  

Alexander Wilson, ventriloquist, National Theatre, New York, Mar 1883 (Odell 
12, p. 112).  

Alexander Wilson, ventriloquist, National Theatre, New York, Feb 1885 Odell 
12, p. 515).  

Alexander Wilson, ventriloquist, National Theatre, New York, Jan 1886 (Odell 
13, p. 90).  

Alexander Wilson, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 15-22 Nov 1886, p. 
320).  

Alexander Wilson, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 30 Jan-4 Feb 1888 
(Odell 13, p. 516).  

Alexandre [sic] Wilson, Miner’s Theatre, Bowery, 9-14 Apr 1888 (Odell 13, p. 
522).  

Alexandre [sic] Wilson, ventriloquist, National Theatre, New York, 17-22 Sep, 
1888 (Odell 14, p. 112).  
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Alexander Wilson, Pilling’s (National) Theatre, 14-19 Oct 1889 (Odell 14, p. 
378).  

Alexander Wilson, ventriloquist, Harry Davis' Eden Musée, Pittsburg, Pa. (NYC, 
24 Nov 1894, p. 605). 

Alexander Wilson, Harry Davis' Eden Musée, Altoona, Pa, this week. (NYC, 1 
Dec 1894, p. 619). 

Royal, Montreal, Canada. Alex. Wilson, ventriloquist, was the leading feature of 
the olio, 23-28 Nov 1896 (NYC, 5 Dec 1896) 

Winter, Winona. Daughter of the famous Banks Winter, the song writer. Female vent. 
Worked with one figure, telling funny stories and giving a good impersonation of 
Trovollo, another great vent (Laurie, p. 116). 

Winton, Jay W. Had a laughing dummy (Laurie, p. 114). Had a dummy named McGinty 
and at the finish of his act McGinty would climb up a rope (Laurie, p. 115) 

Wood, Will B., wizard and ventriloquist.  

Invented an act called Edna, which played dime museums in Pittsburgh in early 
1888. Female figure floated in space, was billed as “The Only Human Being Who 
Walks in Open Space…No Glass, Wires or Ropes Used.” This was done by 
means of machinery hidden by curtains (Steinmeyer, Jim. The Glorious 
Deception: The Double Life of William Robinson, aka Chung Ling Soo the 
"Marvelous Chinese Conjurer." 2005, p. 108) 

4th annual foreign tour, now en route through Chili, South America, EDNA & 
WOOD. Gran Compania de Misterios y Novedades. WOOD, the Famous Wizard 
and Ventriloquist; Edna, the Air Walker, and Company of 12 people. Foreign 
address: care of CONSUL AMERICANO, Valparaiso (NYC, 22 Sep 1894, p. 
465; also 6 Oct-15 Dec 1894).  

Edna-Wood—En route through South America (NYC, 6 Oct 1894, p. 489; also 13 
Oct 1894-29 Jun 1895; 20 Jul 1895-27 Jul 1895). 

The Edna and Wood Company of Novelties is touring South America (NYC, 6 Jul 
1895, p. 278) 

5th Annual Foreign Tour. Tremendous success everywhere of EDNA & WOOD'S 
GRAN COMPANIA DE MISTERIAS Y NOVEDADES, now en route through 
Argentina, South America. WOOD, the Talented Prestidigitator, The Famous 
Ventriloquist. EDNA, the Air Walker, and Company of Foreign Artists. Foreign 
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Address, care Consul N. Americano, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (NYC, 6 Jul 1895,p. 
284; also 13 Jul 1895-28 Sep 1895. 

 

"The Edna-Wood Co. sailed from Pernambuco, Brazil, Sept. 29, arriving at 
Lisbon, Portugal, Oct. 8. Mr. Wood proceeded to London, Eng. where he will 
engage performers for their European tour." (NYC, 26 Oct 1895, p. 537.  

"Edna-Wood--En route through Europe." New York Clipper, 26 Oct 1895, p. 533; 
also 2 Nov 1895-2 Feb 1896 

 

 

(New York Clipper, 14 Dec 1895, p. 656; also 21 Dec 1895-22 Feb 1896) 

 

New York Clipper, 6 Jul 1895, p. 284 



185 
 

185 
 

"Edna and Wood, after a three years' tour abroad, arrived here Feb. 15." (NYC, 22 
Feb 1896, p. 809) 

Display ad: "The Recognized Favorites of Twenty Countries. Edna & Wood's 
Gran Compania de Misterios Novedades. Will B. Wood, The World's 
Prestidigitator and Ventriloquist (NYC, 29 Feb 1896, p. 834) 

Wood, James 

Prof. James Wood, ventriloquist, magician, and Punch and Judy, Chippewa Indian 
Medicine Camp No.10 (NYC, 22 Jun 1894, p. 194) 

Prof. Wood, Punch and Judy, magic and marionettes, Chippewa Medicine Co, 
Camp No. 10, touring eastern Pennsylvania to good business. (NYC, 11 
May1895, p. 147) 

Woods, Frank, ventriloquist, performed during the festival of Purim at Synagogue Beth 
Elohim, Brooklyn (Brooklyn Eagle, 18 Mar 1889, p. 4).  

Woods, Johnny. A Negro. Had a dummy do a restaurant eating act sitting at a table 
(Laurie, p. 115) 

Woods, Lew. The Royal, San Antonio, Texas. Week of 18 Nov 1911. Bill included "That 
Human Wonder Voice, Lew Woods, Ventriloquist" (display ad). Show included "a 
modernized 'Punch and Judy' show by one of the world's most famous ventriloquists." "It 
has been many years since a man who was master of voice throwing has been in San 
Antonio. One is coming to the Royal in the person of Lew Woods, ventriloquist. He 
reproduced the fascinating 'Punch and Judy' show along modern lines. In voice throwing 
he is simply as marvel, having for years been considered the best in America. This is an 
act that will appeal to young and old alike." ("Bill Sparkling with Comedy at the Royal." 
San Antonio Express, 19 Nov 1911, p. B 23; Also display act on the same page) 

Wright, ventriloquist and escomateur, Allen’s Mechanical Dime Museum, Brooklyn, late 
Dec 1880 (Odell 11, p. 401). 

Wyman. John, 1818-1881 (“Prof. John Wyman,” The New York Times, 2 Aug 1881, p. 
5). American ventriloquist and magician. Like Signor Blitz, used automata in his shows. 
Became a foremost entertainer of his day. Performed five times in White House for 
presidents Fillmore and Lincoln (Vox 68). John Wyman Jr. (Burns 97, 103-104). Knee 
figure named Tommy (Albano 2008, p. 18) 

Wyman, ventriloquist, and Miss J.E. Wyman, magician, Peale’s Museum, New 
York, late June 1839 (Odell 4, p. 418).  
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Vauxhall, 27 Jun 1840, Vauxhall, New York: “feats of legerdemain by the 
wonderful young sybil [sic] and enchantress, Miss Wyman, only 14 years of age,” 
and ventriloquism, comic and negro songs, dancing, etc. by Messrs. Wyman and 
others (Odell 4, p. 433).  

Miss Wyman, magician, and Wyman the ventriloquist, with his “Automaton 
Speaking Figure,” Peale’s Museum, New York, 18 Dec 1840 (Odell 4, p. 513).  

Wyman, the wizard, Athenaeum, New York, beginning 7 Mar 1854 (Odell 6, p. 
339).  

Wyman, Athenaeum, New York, almost two weeks beginning 16 Apr 1854 (Odell 
6, p. 421).  

Wyman, Athenaeum, New York, six nights beginning 7 Apr 1855 (Odell 6, p. 
509).  

BARNUM’S AMERICAN MUSEUM. ALL THIS WEEK, from MONDAY, Aug 
6 to SATURDAY, Aug. 11 WYMAN, the necromancer, whose wonderful 
exploits in Legerdemain have won for him the title of GREATEST MAGICIAN 
OF THE AGE, will appear EVERY AFTERNOON and EVERY EVENING at 8 
in some of his feats of magic and ventriloquism (NYT, 6 Aug 1855,  p. 5).  

Wyman spent a summer month, 1856, at Barnum’s American Museum (Odell 6, 
p. 565). 

BARNUM’S AMERICAN MUSEUM.—Summer Varieties!  EVERY 
AFTERNOON at 3, and EVERY EVENING AT 7 ¾ o’clock. WYMAN, the 
WIZARD, will present his MIRACULOUS ILLUSIONS, his NATURAL 
MAGIC, his VENTRILOQUIAL STUBTLETIES, &c (NYT, 8 Jul 1856, p. 5).  

BARNUM’S AMERICAN MUSEUM. Positively and unequivocally the last 
week of that great artist, WYMAN, the WIZARD; will present his amazing feats 
and experiments EVERY AFTERNOON and EVENING, at 3 and 7 ¾ o’clock, 
besides his exquisite VENTRILOQUIAL SCENES in EIGHT VOICES, his life-
moving figures, &c. (NYT, 30 Aug 1856, p. 5).  

BARNUM’S AMERICAN MUSEUM. ALL THIS WEEK, from MONDAY, Aug 
8 to SATURDAY, Aug. 11 WYMAN, the necromancer, whose wonderful 
exploits in Legerdemain have won for him the title of the GREATEST 
MAGICIAN OF THE AGE, will appear EVERY AFTERNOON and EVERY 
EVENING at 8 to some of his feats of magic and ventriloquism. (NYT, 6 Aug 
1855, p. 5).  
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BARNUM’S AMERICAN MUSEUM. THURSDAY, Aug. 23 THIRD AND 
LAST WEEK of WYMAN, the Necromancer, whose wonderful exploits in 
Legerdemain have won for him the title of the GREATEST MAGICIAN OF THE 
AGE will appear THIS AFTERNOON at 3 o’clock, and THIS EVENING at 8, in 
a choice variety of his beautiful feats of magic and ventriloquism. (NYT, 23 Aug 
1855, p. 5).  

BARNUM’S AMERICAN MUSEUM.—Positively and unequivocally the last 
week of that great artist, WYMAN, the WIZARD, will present his amazing feats 
and experiments EVERY AFTERNOON and EVENING, a 3 and 7 ¾ o/clock, 
besides his exquisite VENTRILOQUIAL SCENES in EIGHT VOICES, his life-
moving figures, &c. (NYT, 30 Aug 1856 [?], p. 5). 

Wyman, 1, 2, 3 Sep 1856, Athenaeum, New York (Odell 6, p. 600).  

Wyman, 5 Sep 1856, Odeon, Williamsburgh, according to the New York Herald 
(Odell 6, p. 60-3).  

BARNUM’S AMERICAN MUSEUM.—THIS AFTERNOON, at 3, and 
EVENING, at 8, the novelties and quasi miracles of that Prince of Necromancers, 
Prof. WYMAN, in his extraordinary and wholly unprecedented list of 
SCIENTIFIC ILLUSIONS, VENTRILOQUISM, &c. (NYT, July-Sept 1857).  

(Advertisement) HE IS A WONDER.—He certainly is. As a magician or 
necromancer, as a ventriloquist, as a humorist, Professor WYMAN, who hold 
forth [sic] every afternoon and evening at BARNUM’S MUSEUM, is perfectly 
unrivalled. He is the Phoenix among diablerie workers. (NYT, 22 Jul 1857, p. 8).  

BARNUM’S AMERICAN MUSEUM.—THIS AFTERNOON, at 3, and 
EVENING, at 8, the novelties and quasi miracles of that Prince of Necromancers, 
Prof. WYMAN, in his extraordinary and wholly unprecedented  list of 
SCIENTIFIC ILLUSIONS, VENTRILOQUISM, &c. (NYT, 22 Jul-5 Sep 1857).  

Wyman, Barnum’s American Museum, 7 Sep 1857 and thereafter (Odell 7, p. 58).  

BARNUM’S AMERICAN MUSEUM.—THE very last chance to 
see….thatworld renowned Master of the Mysterious, Wyman the Wizard, [who 
is] about to leave the City….MONDAY, Sept 7, 1857….the celebrated Wyman, 
the Wizard, now in his ninth, and positively last week, will appear in magical and 
necromantic performances his feats of ventriloquism, &c. (NYT, 6 Sep 1857, p. 
6). 

BARNUM’S MUSEUM.—ADVENT OF THE SUMMER SEASON!—That 
celebrated and popular artiste WYMAN, THE WIZARD AND 
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VENTRILOQUIST, who will appear THIS EVENING, at 7 ¼ o’clock, also, 
THIS AFTERNOON, in his bizarre, astonishingly subtle, laughably mysterious 
illustration of the wonders of physical and mechanical science. His 
ILLUMINATED MYSTIC TEMPLE, gorgeously set off with all the 
paraphernalia of this species of diablerie, will be brilliantly perfect in all its 
details. (NYT, 4 Jul-14 Aug 1858).  

Wyman, Barnum’s American Museum, 12 Jul-14 Aug 1858 (Odell 7, p. 61).  

Wyman, the wizard and ventriloquist, Barnum’s American Museum, 31 Jul 1858 
(NYT, 31 Jul 1858, p. 4).  

Wyman, the Wizard and Ventriloquist, announces his last week at Barnum’s 
Museum. After this popular favorite shall have terminated his engagement, the 
theatre will be refitted for Theodore’s mechanical exhibition of moving figures 
(NYT, 9 Aug 1858, p. 1).  

Wyman, the wizard and ventriloquist, Athenaeum, New York, for a week 
beginning 23 Aug 1858 (Odell 7, p. 105).  

Wyman, 11 Jul-6 Aug 1859, Barnum’s American Museum (Odell 7, p. 155).  

BARNUM’S MUSEUM.—PROFESSOR WYMAN the Grand Plenipotentiary of 
the Regent of Darkness, and Representative of the Mysterious and Miraculous, 
has arrived, and will open his Budget of Amusing Marvels at this establishment. 
THIS AFTERNOON and EVENING, TUESDAY, July 12, at 3 and 7 ¾ o’clock, 
astonishing and delighting crowds with feats of Necromancy, Magnetism, 
Spiritualism, Magic and Ventriloquism, infinitely varied in number, and wholly 
unparalleled in character, in the history of the Incomprehensible. (NYT, 12-20 Jul 
1859, p. 7).  

BARNUM’S MUSEUM.—WYMAN’S LAST VISIT to New-York as he has 
been secured for a five years’ absence in Europe. Over 12,000 different 
experiments compose the catalogue of his feats, and a grand selection from them, 
embracing novelties in Magic, Spiritualism, and Ventriloquism, &c., will be 
presented. THIS AFTERNOON and  EVENING, at 3 and 7 ¾ o’clock, calculated 
to please and interest all beholders. (NYT, 23 Jul 1859, p. 8).  

Prof. John Wyman, the “senior of American prestidigitateurs,” died 31 Jul 1881 at 
his home in Burlington, New Jersey. Born in 1816, in Albany, N.Y. At age 20 
was hired by Charles D. Selding to perform as ventriloquist at the Boston 
Museum. Later worked for P.T. Barnum in New York. In recent years, lived in 
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retirement in Burlington. (“Prof. John Wyman.” The New York Times, 2 Aug 
1881, p. 5).  

John Wyman Jr. (Burns 2000oth, p. 97) (Burns 2000oth, pp. 103-104). Died Jul 
1881 at age 65 (p. 104).  

Article re refurbishing Levy Opera House, Charlottesville, VA, which opened in 
1852 as the Town Hall. Says that among those who performed at Town Hall were 
The Fakir of Siva and Wyman the Wizard ("Business takes over Town Hall." 
(Frederick [MD] Post, 6 Dec 1982, p. 16) 

Young, Prof. Charles, ventriloquist 

Professor Young, “greatest ventriloquist of the age,” Theatre Comique, 514 
Broadway, New York, 17 Jan 1870 (Odell 8, p. 643).  

Charles and Marion Young, Tony Pastor’s, New York, Mar 1872 (Odell 9, p. 
330). Ventriloquist? 

Charles Young, ventriloquist, Tony Pastor’s Theatre, New York, Dec 1874 (Odell 
9, p. 602). 

Charles Young, ventriloquist, the Tivoli, New York, Jan 1875 (Odell 9, p. 585).  

Charles Young, Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, 3 May 1875 (Odell 9, p. 632.  

Charles Young, “master ventriloquist,”Globe Theatre, New York, Dec 1875-Jan 
1876 (Odell 10, p. 89)  

Charles Young, ventriloquist, Palace of Wonders, P.T. Barnum, 1876 (William L. 
Slout, Olympians of the Sawdust Circle: A Biographical Dictionary of the 
Nineteenth Century American Circus [San Bernardino, CA, The Borgo Press, 
1998], p. 337) 

Charles and Marion Young, the Tivoli, New York, mid-May 1876 (Odell 10, p. 
92) Ventriloquist? 

Charles and Marion Young, Hooley’s Theatre, New York, 10-15 Apr 1876 (Odell 
10, p. 140) Ventriloquist?  

Charles Young, New American Museum, New York, 30 Apr 1877 (Odell 10, p. 
294). George B. Bunnell and Company opened this new museum at 103-105 
Bowery the week of 27 Nov 1876, declaring it to be “neat, respectable and 
refined,” and the “only Museum in New York. Ten Thousand Novel Curiosities, 
Living Giants, Dwarfs, Cannibals, Aztecs, Circassians, Mammoth Women, 
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Magicians, Ventriloquists, Wax Figures, Birds, Fish, Reptiles, the Infernal 
Regions, Moving Mechanical Marvels, Statuary, Pictures, etc.” (Odell 10, p. 294)  

Prof. Charles Young and his marionettes, performances at the New York 
Aquarium this week (NYT, 1 Jul 1877, p. 7) 

Prof. Young, Ventriloquist, talking heads, and manikins. The Great New York 
Aquarium, Broadway and 35th Street (NYT, 11, 24, 28 Jul 1877, p. 7). 

Prof. Young, the ventriloquist, performances at the Aquarium daily (NYT, 26 
Aug 1877, p. 7).  

Prof. Young, Marvelous Ventriloquist. The Great New York Aquarium (NYT, 29, 
31 Aug 1877, p. 7).  

Prof. Young, Wonderful Ventriloquist. The Great New York Aquarium (NYT, 26 
Dec 1877, p. 7). 

Prof. Young, the marvelous ventriloquist, with talking heads and funny little men 
(NYT, 1 Jan 1878, p. 7).  

Younk, Prof. John J. Sully writes regarding the losses to performers at Wrentham, 
Mass., on Feb 20 1895: Prof. Younk [sic] lost his ventriloquial figures, magical 
apparatus, black art, etc (NYC, 9 Mar 1895, p. 4). Professor Young?  

Yunko, ventriloquist, Dunn’s Nickel Odeon, Boston, week of 14 Oct 1894 (NYC, 19 Oct 
1894, p. 519) 

 
Zolda, Prof. Kickapoo Co., No. 53, Dr. F.L. Higgins, manager and lecturer. Roster 
included Prof. Zolda, magician and ventriloquist (NYC, 28 Sep 1895, p. 473)
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WANT ADS 

 

 

Ad in NYC,  18 Aug 1894, p. 384, and other dates in 1893 and 1894 
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Clipper, 28 Mar 1896, p. 59 

 

(Others to be added)  
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Revisions and Additions 
 

 

Archer, Frederick: Clipper, 29 Oct 1892 

Bingham: Clipper, 6 Feb 1897, p. 780 

Blitz, François R.: Clipper, 19 Sep 1874 

 

Cristo: Added 

Davies, E.D.: Major overhaul  

De Witt: Added 

Duncan, A.O.: Clipper, 6 Feb 1897 

Finn: Clipper, 6 Feb 1897, p. 781 

Harrington, J.W.: Added 

Hart: Revised 

Harto: Added 

Hercat: 1905 book added  

Higgins: drawing, c. 1877 

Kirby (Kirbye): Clipper, 4 Feb 1893 

Mardo: Clipper, 23 Jan 1897, 30 Jan 1897 

Morris: Clipper, 23 Jan 1897 

Trovollo: Clipper, 23 Jan 1897, 23 Feb 1901 

Voce: Clipper, 6 Feb 1897, p. 787.  


	Vose, Valentine or Val: English ventriloquist, c. 1851-1887. His real name apparently was  Thomas Davis Eaton, and the stage name Valentine Vose was an allusion to the fictitious hero of Henry Cockton’s The Life and Adventures of Valentine Vox, the Ve...

