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1 (Check One) i 

Excel lent  Good Foir  Deteriorated R u i n s  U Unexposed 
CONDITION [Check One) 
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floor.  
Other features  which add t o  the charm of these Queen Anne houses i s  

the row of wooden carr iage houses with cupolas and gingerbread s c r o l l  work 
l ining the a l l e y  running behind the houses and the well-trimmed lawns with 
t h e i r  informal plantings.  

GPH 

These four,  stone-fronted houses stand on the south s ide  of Grove 
Avenue i n  the 2900 block facing the landscaped parking area and green rear  
lawn of the Virginia Museum. Three of these,  b u i l t  i n  the l a t e  1890ts ,  
a r e  i n  the Queen Anne s t y l e  with the fourth (2901), a squafe stone house w i  
some Spanish Mission features ,  a t  the eastern end of the block. 

The three Queen Anne houses a r e  s imilar  i n  form and present a 
v i sua l ly  uniform f ront  to  Grove Avenue. The stone i s  Ia id  i n  rough-faced, 
range masonry with finished jo in t s .  The i r regular ,  gabled roofs with t h e i  
patterned t i l e s  a r e  accented by the wedge-shaped, 'b i tch-hat ted" roofs on 
the corner projecting r and and the t u r r e t s  with conical  
roofs a t  the corners o bac the houses a r e  br ick l a id  i n  
American bond, painted white. The house a t  2905 employs rust-colored 
mortar with the stone,  while the others have a cream-colored mortar. Doub e 

porches 1 front  doors open i n  the corner of 2905 and 2911 and a r e  shel tered by conical  
with Eastlake s c r o l l  work decoration. Stained glass  transom 

and s ide l igh t s  surround the doors. The lower windows i n  the stony 
fronts  i n  2905 and 2911 have pediment heads with stained glass  a t  the apex. 
The r e s t  of the windows have double-hung one-over-one sash.  

A t  2905 and 2011, the double f ront  doors open in to  a small entrance 
h a l l  with a two-rung open-string s t a i r .  The massive square newel i s  
e laborately  incised,  and the l a t t i c e  r a i l i n g  has turned and carved members. 
A row of square vari-colored glazed t i l e s  runs up the rake of the s t a i r  and 
around the well. Double s l i d ing  doors with ocher glass  panes and a dog- 
wood blossom motif pccur a t  the s ide  and rear  of the small f ron t  parlour i n  
the projecting bay. The windows and doors have molded t r i m  with corner 
blocks with a flower motif. There a r e  f i rep laces  i n  every room with 
glazed colored scenic t i l e s .  Mantels vary from those i n  the c l a s s i c  
revival  mode, t o  those framed by elongated consoles. Many of the rooqs 
r e t a i n  o r ig ina l  brass chandeliers with c rys t a l s  incised with the date ,  1895 

The house a t  2901 was b u i l t  i n  1912. It has rough-finished, 
ranged stone masonry on the f ron t ,  and American bond br ick a t  the rear.  
The low-hipped roof i s  covered by red Spanish t i l e s .  A large stone porch 
with a round arch s h e l t e r s  the f ron t  door. The i n t e r i o r  moldings a r e  
pla in .  There is a f i rep lace  i n  the long parlour,  while t he . r e s t  of the 
house has cen t r a l  heating. An elevator  and a s t a i r  lead t o  the second 
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The land on which these houses is located was pa r t  of the holdings 
of the Harvie family i n  the f i r s t  pa r t  of the nineteenth century. 
Anthony Robinson bought the t r a c t  i n  1847. In  1086, the land south of 
Grove Avenue was sold t o  the West End Land Improvement Company, a jo in t  
sto'ck company headed by Major James Dooley and others.  This company, and 
several  others i n  Richmond, planned t o  sub-divide and develop the areas  
on the ou t sk i r t s  of town. This was done i n  many areas ,  but the 2900 bloc 
of Grove remains a s  an example a s  the most successful  survior of the 
success of the l a t e  nineteenth century Richmond. West End development. 

I n  Richmond, a c i t y  exhibi t ing various examples of r e s iden t i a l  and 
landscape a rch i tec ture  extending from the eighteenth through the twentietk 
centur ies ,  the 2900 block of Grove i s  unique. Situated on a busy 
through-fare, the tree-shaded block manages t o  r e t a i n  a secluded and 
peaceful atmosphere. This block i s  dominated by three f i ne  examples of 
the i n t r i c a t e  Queen Anne s ty l e ;  the row of carr iage houses adds t o  the 
unique qual i ty  of the area.  

GPH 
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