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LEIGH S'REET IIAPTIST CHURCH 
lliough t h e  Leigh S t r e e t  Bap t i s t  Church no longer  has  i t s  commanding 

view of Richmond, i t s  handsome c l a s s i c a l  facade s t i l l  dominates t h e  co rne r  
of Leigh and Tbenty-Fif th S t r e e t s .  The Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e ,  designed 
by Samuel Sloan of  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  has a  Grecian Dor ic ,  pedimented p o r t i c o  wi th  
s i x  f luced  columns and a f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  which cont inues  around t h e  s i d e  of  
t h e  church.  The porch and i t s  approaching s t a i r s  were o r i g i n a l l y  o f  wood. 
The p resen t  g r a n i t e  porch of  the  1880's  is reached by a  p a i r  of g r a n i t e  
s t a i r s  which tu rn  a t  r i g h t  ang les  t o  form a c e n t r a l  m a s s  up t o  t h e  two en- 
t r ances  under the  po r t i co .  The i n t r i c a t e l y  s c r o l l e d ,  c a s t - i r o n  s t a i r  r a i l i n g ,  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Asa Snyder, was added a t  t h e  time the s t a i r s  were changed. 
The t h r e e - s t o r i e d ,  s tuccoed church has  s ix  bays sepa ra t ed  by p i l a s t e r s  on i t s  
Leigh S t r e e t  facade,  and a  one-s tory  wing towards the  r e a r .  Attached t o  the  
r i g h t  s i d e  of  t h e  church is  a th ree - s to ry ,  wh i t e  s tucco  Sunday School a d d i t i o n  
(1917). S imi l a r  t o  the  church,  i t  has a t a l l  base  and a three-bayed facade 
wi th  p i l a s t e r s ,  a f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e ,  and a  ba lus t r ade .  Beyond t h i s  i s  a  1 

second annex (1930), a  two-story, f ive-bay,  whi te  s tucco  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  
pedimented gable  end roof .  The rear of  t h e  church is p l a i n  b r i c k  w i t h  a 
fou r t een  f o o t  long a d d i t i o n  (1911) which houses the  organ. 

The o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  church was s imple a lmost  t o  t h e  po in t  
of be ing  bare.  A photograph taken i n  1889 shows a c e n t r a l  a i s l e  w i t h  carved 
pews of da rk - s t a ined  wood curving  o f f  t o  each side. The end w a l l  has  no dec- 
o r a t i o n ,  except  f o r  a pa in ted  f l o r a l  border  a t  t h e  top and a t  a  l e v e l  j u s t  
above t h e  backs of  t h e  pews. A smal l ,  panel led  c h o i r  i s  formed by a square,  
cu r t a ined  opening i n  the  end w a l l .  A pane l l ed - f ron t  balcony supported by 
then columns extends  around t h e  church. The organ was i n  t h e  balcony a t  t h e  
rear of  t h e  church. 

I n  1911, t h e  g i f t  of  a  new organ caused t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  church 
t o  be rear ranged.  The c h o i r  was widened t o  fou r t een  f e e t  and supported by 
two, l a r g e ,  f l u t e d  columns i n  o r d e r  t o  accomodate the  organ. A p o r t i o n  of  
the  southern  w a l l  of  the  church was removed i n  1917 s o  a s  t o  connect t h e  
auditor ium of  t h e  Sunday School wing t o  the  church. I n  1930, a complete 
remodell ing of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  concluded i t s  evo lu t ion .  Today, t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  
the c e n t e r  a i s l e  w i t h  t h e  curved pews f ac ing  t h e  organ. The s i d e  ba lcon ies  
have been e l iminated  and replaced  by a s i n g l e  curv ing  one i n  t h e  r e a r  of the  
church. Panel led wainscot ing  has  been put  around t h e  bottom of  t h e  w a l l s  o! 
the  church and t h e  en t r ance  foyer  wh i l e  an e n t a b l a t u r e  of  t r i g l y p h s  and 
d e n t i l s  extends around t h e  base of the  panel led  c e i l i n g .  The ta l l , ,  s t r a i g h t  
windows on the  no r the rn  s i d e  o f t h e  church have r ec t angu la r  panes c o l o r e d  t o  
i m i t a t e  a l a b a s t e r .  Three windows i n  the  southern  wa l l  were e l i m i n a t e d  when 
the  Sunday School was b u i l t  and t h e  o t h e r  two have been l e f t  open. The 
audi tor ium of t h e  wing f aces  t h e  church and has  a  balcony a t  t h e  b a c k  which 
houses classrooms. 

Though t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  Leigh S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  i s  ve ry  much tiransformed, 
the  e x t e r i o r  r e t a i n s  t h e  s imple d i r e c t n e s s  which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i t  i n  t h e  
n ine teen th  century .  
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Sunday School. Between 1880 and 1885, the  wooden porch and s t e p s  on t h e  
f r o n t  en t r ance  of  t h e  church were removed and replaced  by a s tone  porch 
and s t e p s  wi th  ornamental iron-work, be l ieved  t o  have been t h e  work of Asa 
Snyder. Dark-stained wooden pews, a r ranged i n  a semi -c i r cu la r  f a sh ion ,  
were i n s t a l l e d  about  1889. I n  1911, a dema_nd f o r  space  requi red  the  
a d d i t i o n  of a Sunday School wing on the  southern  exposure of t h e  church,  
and a l a r g e  organ was placed behind the  p u l p i t  p la t form.  The educa t iona l  
c a p a c i t y  of t h e  church was enlarged i n  1930 by a n  annex t o  the  Sunday 
School wing. A t  t h e  same time, the  o u t s i d e  of t h e  church was r e p a i r e d ,  
t h e  Sunday School w a s  redecora ted ,  and t h e  i n t e r i o r  of the  main church was 
made over" from f l o o r  t o  c e i l i n g .  

Samuel Sloan (1815-1884) was a well-known Ph i l ade lph ia  a r c h i t e c t  
whose work included such monuments a s  t h e  Pennsylvania S t a t e  Building f o r  
t h e  1876 Expos i t ion  i n  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  the  Masonic Temple and Tradesman 
Nat ional  Bank i n  t h e  same c i t y ,  t h e  Fulton Opera House, and t h e  Connecticu 
S t a t e  Hospi ta l .  He was in s t rumen ta l  i n  t h e  formation of  the  Ph i l ade lph ia  
chap te r  of  t h e  American I n s t i t u t e  of  A r c h i t e c t s  and w a s  l a t e r  made a 
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8 .  I - 
res idences .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Leigh S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church, Sloan designed 
the Governor's Mansion (1883-1891) i n  Raleigh,  North Caro l ina ,  the  c i t y  i n  
which he s e t t l e d  and even tua l ly  d i e d .  

Leigh S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church is t ~ . a l d , e , s t w . k i ~ e ,  B,aptis t Church ..................... 
i n  tl>,c..c,ity t o  ...... c o n t i n u o u s l y ,  ......... 0cc.u m,. t h e  ... same bui~LGng.  The church i s  we l l -  
known t o  t h e  community a s  a s t r o n g  and c h a r i t a b l e  o rgan iza t ion  wi th  many 
members o f  t h e  congregat ion being t h e  descendants  of  i ts  founding f a t h e r s .  
Though remodelled on t h e  i n s i d e ,  the  e x t e r i o r  of S loan ' s  b u i l d i n g  has survived 
i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form - t o  r ~ g n & , ~ t _ h e  s p i r i t  of  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  exce l l ence  which 

/ .. . _ _  ....... .... 
cha rac te r i zed  antebel lum Richmond. 




