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1. Name 
historic 'fianas J. PKchie House 

andlor common 

2. Location 
street & number 324 Eas t  Beverley S t r e e t  & not tor publication 

city, town Staunton &vicinity of congressional district 6 t  h 

state V i r g i n i a  code 5 1  county Augusta code 790 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- dlstrict -public 2 L  occupied - agriculture - museum 
_X buiiding(s) _X private -unoccupied -commercial -park 
-structure - both -work in progress - educational -X_ private residence 
-site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment -religious 
-object - in process yes: restricted -government -scientific 

Q!h being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - trans~ortation 
- no mllitary - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
. . 

name c-,,,h F: NI,++ 

street & number 324  Eas t  Beverley S t r e e t  

city, town Staun ton n& vicinity ot state V i r g i n i a  2Wh51 

5. Location of Lesal Descri~tion 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. C i t v  H a l l  : Of £ i c e  o f  t h e  Clerk of C i r c u i t  Court 

street & number 109 -113  Eas t  Beverley S t r e e t  

city, town Staunton state V i r g i n i a  24401 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title See Coi1tii:uatic. Prleet $2 has this property been determined elegible? -yes H no ' 

date -federal - state -county -local 

depository for survey records 

clty, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
s e x c e l l e n t  deteriorated - unaltered 1L original site : I/A 
-good, -ruins 1L altered -moved date 
-fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

324 E a s t  Beverley S t r e e t  i s  a somewhat conse rva t ive  two-story,  double- 
p i l e  Greek Revival  dwel l ing  s i t e d  on a t e r r a c e d  h i l l s i d e  on t h e  sou th  s i d e  o f  
Eas t  Beverley S t r e e t  i n  Staunton.  The house i s  b u i l t  of b r i c k  p a i n t e d  gray 
and i s  crowned by a p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e  and a shal low hipped r o o f .  A l a t e r ,  
one-story wing ex t ends  to  t h e  w e s t .  The i n t e r i o r  has t y p i c a l  s imple  woodwork 
of t h e  p e r i o d  excep t  f o r  two e l a b o r a t e  country  Federa l  mantels  sa lvaged  from 
a demolished home. Surrounding t h e  house is a p l e a s a n t  yard .  Eas t  Beverley 
S t r e e t  is a n o t a b l y  handsome street wi th  f i n e  houses i t s  e n t i r e  l eng th ;  324 
is  one of t h e  o l d e s t  and most h i s t o r i c .  

ARCHITECTURAL AITALYSIS 

324 E a s t  Beverley S t r e e t  i s  a two-story,  three-bay s t r u c t u r e  of b r i c k  
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. To t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  main b lock  i s  a wing comprised of 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  detached k i t chen  and a connec t ing  s e c t i o n .  The house i s  pa in t ed  
l i g h t  g ray  wi th  wh i t e  t r i m  and t h e r e  a r e  louvered  wooden s h u t t e r s  p a i n t e d  
dark gray  on a l l  t h e  window openings.  Two t a l l  endwal l  chimneys a r e  on t h e  
l e f t  s i d e  wa l l .  There were o r i g i n a l l y  two s i m i l a r  chimneys on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  
w a l l ,  b u t  one was removed due t o  s t r u c t u r a l  problems du r ing  t h e  H o l t ' s  r e s i -  
dency (1906-1950). The metal  h ip  roof i s  topped by a be lvede re  and t h e r e  i s  
a wide undecorated e n t a b l a t u r e  under t h e  main r o o f l i n e .  A s imple  l a t e  19 th  
cen tury  i r o n  p i c k e t  f ence  runs  a long  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  p rope r ty .  

The c e n t r a l  bay i s  dominated by a one-s tory,  f l a t - r o o f e d  e n t r a n c e  porch 

I 
supported by f o u r  s l e n d e r  Tuscan columns which may be replacements  of e a r l i e r  

heav ie r  columns. On e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  porch a r e  c a s t - i r o n  b a l u s t r a d e s  of 
an i n t r i c a t e  Greek Revival  des ign.  This  same b a l u s t r a d e  i s  used on t h e  porch ' 
roof t o  form an u p s t a i r s  balcony and i s  a l s o  used on t h e  porch a t  t h e  r e a r  of 1 
t h e  house. The p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  r a i l i n g  des ign  i s  t aken  from P l a t e  L I V  o f  

I Asher Benjamin's B u i l d e r ' s  Guide (1839). 

The porch  frames t h e  main e n t r a n c e  which i s  f l anked  by b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s .  
The doorway has shouldered  a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  and a th ree-pane led  door w i th  
s i d e l i g h t s  and a transom w i t h  carved consoles .  The door on t h e  second s t o r y  
of t h e  c e n t r a l  bay opens o n t o  t h e  balcony: it i s  a s impler  v e r s i o n  of t h e  
main en t r ance  door and has p l a i n  t h r e e - p a r t  molding and s i d e l i g h t s .  The 
r i g h t  and l e f t  bays o f  t h e  main block have one window on each  f l o o r ;  t hey  a r e  
double-hung s a s h  windows w i t h  t h ree -pa r t  molding and 8/8 l i g h t s .  

The l e f t  s i d e  w a l l ,  which f a c e s  e a s t ,  has t h r e e  s m a l l  windows on each 
f l o o r  w i t h  louvered  s h u t t e r s  and 4/4 l i g h t s .  

The wing ex t ens ion  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  main block has  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s ,  
a l l  l a i d  i n  common bond. The f a r  r i g h t  s e c t i o n  i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  detached 
k i tchen;  i n  t h e  189O8s,  an open breezeway was c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  connect  it t o  
t h e  main house. The s e c t i o n  n e a r e s t  t h e  house i s  set back s e v e r a l  f e e t  from 
t h e  main facade.  I t  has  two s t o r i e s ,  one bay, and a f l a t  metal  roof .  There 

( t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  # 1) 
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8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 
& 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 

- archeology-historic - consewation X law -science 
- agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
X_ architecture -education - military - social1 
- art x englneering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - expiorationlsettiement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry - poiiticslgovernment - transportation 

- invention -other (specify) 

Specific dates 1847-48 BuilderlArchitect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEPIEWP 'OF :STGNIFT&,ANCE 

The handsome Greek Revival  dwel l ing  on S t a u n t o n ' s  p r e s t i g i o u s  Eas t  
Beverley S t r e e t  has been home f o r  s e v e r a l  of  t h e  c i t y ' s  most i l l u s t r i o u s  
c i t i z e n s .  I t s  f i r s t  owner, Thomas J. Michie,  r e p r e s e n t e d  Augusta County 
i n  t h e  House of Delegates .  L a t e r  owners i n c l u d e  Cla iborne  R i c e  Mason, a 
prominent c i v i l  engineer :  John Echols, founder  o f  t h e  Na t iona l  Val ley  Bank: 
Alan Caperton Braxton, a l e a d e r  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  S t a t e  Corpora- 
t i o n  Commission; and Henry Winston Hol t ,  a Chief J u s t i c e  of t h e  V i r g i n i a  
Supreme Court  of  Appeals. The house was b u i l t  i n  1847-48 and i s  t y p i c a l  
of t h e  conse rva t ive ,  s o l i d l y  propor t ioned  s t r u c t u r e s  favored  by l o c a l  
b u i l d e r s  working i n  t h e  Greek Revival  idiom. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The f i r s t  owner and apparen t  b u i l d e r  of 324 Eas t  Beverley was Thomas 
J. Michie, a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  lawyer who r ep re sen ted  Augusta County i n  t h e  
1833-34 s e s s i o n  of t h e  V i r g i n i a  General  Assembly and l a t e r  se rved  a s  t h e  
Commonwealth's At torney  f o r  Augusta County from 1844-1851. 

From 1858 u n t i l  1863, t h e  house was occupied by Cla iborne  R i c e  Mason, 
a s e l f - t a u g h t  eng inee r  who was a major c o n t r a c t o r  on t h e  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  
Chesapeake and Ohio Rai l road .  During t h e  C i v i l  W a r ,  Mason se rved  a s  a Lieu- 
t e n a n t  Colonel  of  Engineers  under General  T. J. "Stonewall"  Jackson.  Af t e r  
t h e  war, Mason r e l o c a t e d  i n  Augusta County and cont inued  t o  b u i l d  t h e  r a i l -  
way system as it moved w e s t .  

General  John Echols acqu i r ed  t h e  house i n  1869 from Asher W. Harman 
who had purchased it from Mason some y e a r s  before .  I n  1865, Echols founded 
t h e  Nat iona l  Val ley ~ a n k l  i n  Staunton;  he a l s o  se rved  as t h e  bank ' s  f i r s t  
p r e s i d e n t  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1896. Echols and h i s  w i f e  Mary Jane  Caperton 
were t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  Honorable Edward Echols who se rved  a s  V i r g i n i a ' s  
L i eu t enan t  Governor from 1898 u n t i l  1902. General  Echols l i v e d  a t  324 Eas t  
Beverley u n t i l  1888. 

The p r o p e r t y  w a s  owned b r i e f l y ,  from 1888-1890, by William and Ida  
Hudson who s o l d  it t o  Mary Caperton Braxton. M r s .  Braxton was t h e  mother 
of  Alan Caperton Braxton. a member o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Convention of 1901-1902. A s  Chairman of t h e  Committee of Corporat ions .  
Braxton was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of  t h e  S t a t e  Corporat ion 
Commission. Braxton e v i d e n t l y  bought t h e  house f o r  h i s  mother, bu t  l i v e d  
t h e r e  a s  w e l l .  

( t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  # 1) 
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9. Major Bibliographical References (see Continu;i::ion Sheet j i2) 
- -- 

Mays, George M. " H i s t o r i c  P o r t r a i t s  Ornament C o ~ r t h o u s e . ~  The Staunton 
Leader(Area B icen tenn ia l  E d i t i o n ) ,  Ju ly  2 ,  1976.  

Nut t ,  S a r a h  E. In te rv iews .  
Staunton Deed and Tax Records. C i t y  Ha l l ;  O f f i c e  of t h e  Clerk of t h e  ( con t . )  

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property qlinhtlv less than  1 Acre. 
Quadrangle name ,CLamtal Va. Quadrangle scale 1 : 2/90? 
UMT References 

AM 1616~91312101 1412(213191610] 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Eastlng 

u ' LLLW 
Northing 

Verbal ou r t ion end j us t i f i c~ t lon  E a t  a point on L\e STST ~ r n e r  of E 
St. a d  Ern mtersectmn wi&""E%lter St .  ; thence extenhng about 208~%l%~n: 
W side of alley; tl-ce about 360' 1.7 to  E side of alley; thence about 210' N a l q  E side of 
alley t o  S side of E. Beverley St.  ; thence about 130' E along S side of E. Beverley to point . . I".  J 

f i s ~ k h ~ ~ i e s  ~ii c o ~  

state n /, code county n/a code 

state n/a code county "/a code 

I 1. Form Prepared By 

organization H i s t o r i c  s t aun ton  Foundation date J U ~ V  1 9 8 2  

street & number p. 0. Box 2 5 3 4  telephone ( 7 0 3 )  885-7676 

cltv or town Staunton  state V i r a i n i a  .~ - - - - .~-- - - 
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification - - 

The evaluated significance of this property wlthin the state is: 
. . 

- natlonal 2 state -local 

As the deslgnated State Hlstoric Preservation Officer 
665). 1 hereby nominate this Dropertv for inclusion in 
according tothe criteria and procedures set forth b ecreation Service. 

State Hlstoric Preservation Officer signature 
h. L(ryan Piitchell, Wrecuave Yrrector 7 

1111, Virginia I-~istoric hndnarks Carclissio date JUL 2 0 i382 
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324 E a s t  Beverley S t r e e t ,  Staunton,  VA 
Continuation sheet #- 1 lternnurnbsr 7 1 8 Page I 

7. Descr ip t ion  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Analys i s  

i s  one window on each f l o o r  with 4/4 l i g h t s .  The one-s tory middle s e c t i o n  
is now enc losed  and has a meta l  gab le  roof  and two windows wi th  6/6 l i g h t s .  
The o r i g i n a l  k i t c h e n  has two windows w i t h  6/6 l i g h t s  and i s  one s t o r y  wi th  
a metal  h ip  roof .  There i s  a smal l  c o r b e l l e d  chimney on t h e  end wa l l .  

Due t o  t h e  downward s l o p e  of t h e  t e r r a c e d  l o t ,  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house 
has t h r e e  f u l l  s t o r i e s .  There i s  a two-story porch wi th  an i r o n  b a l u s t r a d e  
running t h e  f u l l  l e n g t h  of t h e  main block.  The porch i s  suppor ted  by p l a i n  
b r i c k  p i e r s  on t h e  basement l e v e l  and wooden columns w i t h  chamfered edges 
and molded c a p i t a l s  on t h e  main l e v e l .  Access t o  t h e  main f l o o r  i s  gained 
through e i t h e r  of  two doorways on t h e  p o r c h ' s  main l e v e l .  

I n s i d e  t h e  main b lock  o f  t h e  house a r e  many of t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e t a i l s  
such a s  t h e  r a i s e d  c o r n e r  blocks  and t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  around t h e  openings. 
Over t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  has undergone s e v e r a l  remodelings i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  a d d i t i o n  of two magni f icen t  mantels ,  one each i n  t h e  l i v i n g  and d i n i n g  
rooms, from a house i n  nearby Middlebrook t h a t  was being demolished. These 
mantels  d a t e  from c i r c a  1820 and a l though they  a r e  n o t  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h i s  
house, t h e y  a r e  ve ry  handsome and s e t  o f f  t h e  l a r g e  s c a l e  of  t h e s e  two rooms. 
The mantels  bo th  have c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l i n g  such a s  s h e l l  m o t i f s ,  reed ing ,  and 
f l u t e d  c o l o n e t t e s  f l a n k i n g  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  opening. 

On t h e  second f l o o r  a r e  f o u r  bedrooms, t h r e e  l a r g e  and one smal l .  The 
double door t h a t  opens on to  t h e  porch roof balcony i s  thought  by t h e  owner 
t o  be o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  house. 

The r e a r  gardens  o f f e r  a l o v e l y  view over looking t h e  grounds of both  
t h e  V i r g i n i a  School f o r  t h e  Deaf and Blind and t h e  o l d  s i t e  of  Western S t a t e  
Hospi ta l .  Two o u t b u i l d i n g s  remain: one i s  t h e  o l d  milkhouse and t h e  o t h e r  
a s e r v a n t s '  house t h a t  has  r e c e n t l y  been conver ted i n t o  an apar tment .  Though 
it i s  n o t  known i f  t h e s e  two o u t b u i l d i n g s  a r e  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  house, t hey  
a r e  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  on a Sanborn Insurance map of 1886. I n  days p a s t ,  t h e  
grounds inc luded  o t h e r  o u t b u i l d i n g s  such as a c o a l  house, smokehouse, and 
t o o l  house a s  w e l l  a s  g r a s s  t e n n i s  c o u r t  and c roque t  lawn. 

8. S i g n i f i c a n c e  

H i s t o r i c a l  Backaround 

I n  1906, V i r g i n i a  Holt  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  house. H e r  husbbnd was Judge 
Henry Winston Holt  who se rved  on t h e  S p e c i a l  Court  of Appeals from 1924 
u n t i l  1928 a t  which t i m e  he was named t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Supreme Court  of 
Appeals. Ho l t  was appoin ted  Chief J u s t i c e  of t h i s  c o u r t  i n  1946, bu t  he 

( t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  # 2) 
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8. S i q n i f i c a n c e  

H i s t o r i c a l  Backaround 

d i ed  a  y e a r  l a t e r .  The p r e s e n t  owner, M r s .  Joseph R. Nut t ,  Jr. and her  
l a t e  husband purchased t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1950 ' s  from t h e  Hol t  estate. 

The house i t s e l f  is a  f i n e  l o c a l  example of t h e  Greek Revival  s t y l e  a s  
i n t e r p r e t e d  by l o c a l  b u i l d e r s .  The Flemish bond brickwork i s  very s i m i l a r  
t o  t h a t  of t h e  Woodrow Wilson B i r thp lace  which i s  nearby and was b u i l t  about  
t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  

1 
For  f u r t h e r  in format ion  on Nat iona l  Val ley  Bank, see Nat iona l  Reg i s t e r  

nomination f o r  t h e  bank bu i ld ing  (1979).  

9. B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  References  

C i r c u i t  Court ,  S taunton ,  VA. 

Wayland, John W. H i s t o r i c  Homes of Northern Vi rq in i a .  Staunton:  The 
McClure Company, InC. 1937. 

* * * * * * *  

Note on t h i s  nomination,  s e c t i o n  6 , p a g e  1: T h i s  p rope r ty  i s  inc luded  i n  
H i s t o r i c  Staunton Founda t ion ' s  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Inventory ,  A p r i l  1976. F i l e s  
a r e  s t o r e d  a t  t h e  H i s t o r i c  Staunton Foundation o f f i c e  a t  218 East  Freder ick  
S t r e e t ,  S taunton ,  VA 2 4 4 0 1  (mai l ing  address :  P.O. Box 2534 ,  Staunton)  

10. G E W H I W  DATA -- Boundary Justification 

B a d a r y  Justification: The bounds have been drawn to  coincide with those of the c i ty  l o t  
on which the house, two outbuildiqs,  and the garden are located. 




