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 NAME , 
" ~ o n t e s c e n a ; ~ '  David S. Creigh Place  HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 
Boorie Farm 

STREET& NUMBER 

Davis-Stuart Road -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Lewisburg L VICINITY OF Second 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West Vi rg in ia  54 Greenbrier 025 

BCLASSIFICATION . 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC 

X_BUILDING(SI YPRIVATP 
-STRUCTURE -BOTH 

- S ~ E  PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
ZOCCUPIED 
-UNOCCUPIED 

-WORK I N  PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
 YES: RESTRICTED 

-YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
A G R I C U L N R E  -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

NAME 10 and Neva Boone 

STREET & NUMBER 
Davis-Stuart  Road 

CITY. TOWN e STATE 
Lewisburg VICINITY OF West Vi rg in ia  

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

DEEDSET= Greenbrier  County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 
Randolph and Court S t r e e t s  

CITY. TOWN STATE 
Lewisburg West Vi rg in ia  - 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

-FEDERAL S T A T E  -COUNTY LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

UXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED a~~~~~~~ SITE - 
-GOOD -RUINS  ZALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
8 t ~ o n t e s c e n a j ' o r  t h e  David S. Creigh Place ,  was cons t ruc t ed  i n  1834 a long  t h e  o l d  

Lewisburg-Ronceverte Road about  two mi l e s  southwest of Lewisburg. Probably b u i l t  by 
t h e  h igh ly  regarded a r e a  briclanason, c o n t r a c t o r  and a r c h i t e c t ,  John W. Dunn, t he  house 
is  a h igh ,  two-and-one-half s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s .  Con- 
s t r u c t e d  of b r i ck ,  t h e  f r o n t  ( e a s t )  has  a  t y p i c a l  arrangement o f  f i v e  openings on t h e  
f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  Each h a s  a  c e n t r a l  door ( t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  door has  an  over-  
l i g h t )  surrounded by two windows t o  t h e  r i g h t  and l e f t .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  was a  Greek 
Revival  p o r t i c o  on t h i s  e l e v a t i o n ,  b u t  a  wide Vic to r i an  veranda r ep laced  i t  about 1900 
and extended across  t h e  e a s t  and n o r t h  s i d e s .  The p re sen t  des ign  of  t h e  facade  was 
accomplished about 1925 when t h e  veranda was removed and a  deep, two-story porch 
supported by s i x  l a r g e ,  wooden columns was b u i l t . ' .  A small ,  s emi -c i r cu l a r  balcony was 
put  o u t s i d e  t h e  second-story door.  

The o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  of"Montescendfhas s tepped gables  on t h e  n o r t h  and south wi th  
two h igh  chimneys p r o j e c t i n g  from e i t h e r  end. Windows on t h e s e  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  unusual ly 
placed,  f o r  they a r e  l oca t ed  w i t h i n  t h e  space between t h e  chimneys, two on both t h e  
f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  and one on t h e  t h i r d .  Windows here,-as throughout t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
(except t h e  dormers),  have s t o n e  l i n t e l s  and a r e  1/1 double hung. The f r o n t  has  
P a l l a d i a n  windows i n  t h e  two p r o j e c t i n g  dormers. 

- 

U n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  t h e  house cons i s t ed  of f o u r  rooms on f i r s t  and 
second f l o o r s  and two rooms and a  s t o r a g e  a r e a  on t h e  t h i r d .  Then a  two-story a d d i t i o n  
was made t o  t h e  r e a r ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number of  rooms by s i x .  The s t y l e  of  t h e  a d d i t i o n  
i s  completely i n  keeping wi th  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  and it complements t h e  o v e r a l l  f i neness  of 
t h e  bui ld ing .  When t h e  V i c t o r i a n  veranda was removed i n  1925, i t  was decided t h a t  t h e  
a r e a  where t h e  new s e c t i o n  began on t h e  no r th  s i d e  should be  improved by t h e  cons t ruc t ion  
of  a two-story porch. This p r o j e c t s  from t h e  back of  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  and 
cont inues  f l u s h  wi th  t h e  w a l l s  i n  t h e  new s e c t i o n .  

I n t e r i o r  woodwork i s  bold  and matches t h e  mood of t h e  l a r g e ,  h igh -ce i l i nged  rooms. 
Some of  t h e  f i r e p l a c e s  now have  handsome Vic to r i an  mantels w i th  m i r r o r s  above, bu t  t h e  
o r i g i n a l s  were massive, hand-carved ve r s ions .  Of g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  farmhouse's 
s e v e r a l  dependencies i s  t h e  smal l ,  wooden u n i t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  main house. This 
has  a  r o o t  c e l l a r  and may have been used a t  sometime a s  an o u t s i d e  k i t chen .  



a SIGNIFICANCE 
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-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1834 (constructed);  1863 .BUILDER/ARCHITECT John W. Dunn (?)  

"Montescena," o r  the  David S. Creigh Place, i s  a large  and well-proportioned 
b r ick  s t r u c t u r e  with many Greek Revival d e t a i l s  ( loosely i n t e r p r e t e d )  and o the r  out- 
s tanding a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f ea tu res .  Bu i l t  i n  1834 f o r  David S. Creigh, t h e  s i t e  i s  most 
remembered f o r  the  death of a Union s o l d i e r  i n  1863 and t h e  t r a g i c  impl ica t ions  which 
led t o  t h e  hanging of i t s  owner by Federal  troops i n  June of 1864. 

When f i r s t  constructed,  "Montescena" was a two-and-a-half s t o r y  house, rectangular  
i n  shape and consis t ing  of four  rooms on the  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  and two rooms 
(plus s to rage  areas)  i n  t h e  upper l eve l .  Wall surfaces  were r a t h e r  smooth, having no 
re -en t ran t  angles, and the  roof was of a moderate p i t ch  between stepped gables which 
housed two chimneys each. A l l  windows and doors were trabeated wi th  a rec tangular  
over l igh t  above the  main entrance. Originally,  t h e r e  was a Greek Revival por t i co  on 
t h e  e a s t  e levat ion,  but t h i s  has been changed twice. Presently,  t h e r e  i s  a two-story 
porch on t h e  facade. The s t r u c t u r e  i s  l a r g e r  now, having had an e l l  added t o  the  r e a r ,  
but  i t s  grandness i s  s t i l l  apparent,  prominently expressed i n  the  two dormers with 
Pal ladian  windows which grace t h e  f r o n t .  

David S. Creigh had h i s  house b u i l t  i n  1834 along the  o l d  Lewisburg-Ronceverte 
Road about two miles southwest of Lewisburg. Creigh was a member of a prominent area  
family which had been associa ted  wi th  t h e  mercanti le  business. David was himself a 
merchant u n t i l  about 1833, when he  married Emily Arbuckle (descendant of another noted 
Greenbrier l i n e )  and s e t t l e d  t o  a l i f e  devoted t o  agr icu l tu re .  An honorable man i n  
h i s  community, he refused many o f f e r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  publ ic  a c t i v i t y ,  only agreeing 
t o  serve  as  a magis t ra te  and bank d i r e c t o r .  After 1857, David was a l s o  an e lde r  of the  
Old Stone Presbyterian Church a t  Lewisburg. 

Creigh, as  so many o the rs  i n  t h i s  region, was of Southern sympathies during t h e  
C i v i l  War. Above a l l ,  though, he  was a man of compassion and helped Union and Confed- 
e r a t e  a l i k e  a f t e r  t h e  B a t t l e  of Lewisburg i n  1862. There i s  a l i m i t  t o  anyone's 
to lerance ,  however, and David Creigh reached h i s  on o r  about November 8, 1863. A Union 
s o l d i e r  had entered t h e  Creigh house and began p i l l a g i n g  and ve rba l ly  abusing Mrs. 
Creigh. When David entered and found t h e  man, a f i g h t  ensued and a gun acc iden ta l ly  
f i r e d  a s  they s t ruggled t o  t h e  por t i co .  The s o l d i e r  was e i t h e r  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  manner 
o r  with an ax which one of Creigh's  s l aves  urged him t o  use. A t  any r a t e ,  i t  was 
decided t o  get  r i d  of the  body without r e lease  of news, f o r  a proper c i v i l  cour t  t r i a l  
could not be had, and the  m i l i t a r y  atmosphere was not inv i t ing .  

Word of t h e  inc iden t  apparently spread among neighboring s laves ,  and one informed 
Union s o l d i e r s  a t  nearby Bunger's M i l l .  Creigh was a r res ted  and t ranspor ted  t h e r e  f o r  
" t r i a l . "  Although h i s  wife, two daughters and two f r iends ,  John W. Dunn-and Mrs. James 
Arbuckle, were taken t h e r e  a l s o ,  they were not permitted t o  speak i n  defense. .A cour t  
m a r t i a l  was held on June 2, 1864. Creigh was adjudged g u i l t y  of murder and sentenced 
t o  hang. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont inued)  

Since t h e  army was t o  proceed i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of Staunton, Vi rg in ia ,  David Creigh 
was forced t o  walk about one hundred mi l e s .  While t h e  f o r c e  encamped i n  Rockbridge 
County on June 10, h e  was hanged, h i s  body l e f t  i n  p l ace  f o r  t h e  w i f e  of  a m i n i s t e r  

1 
and o t h e r  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  t o  remove. Creigh was temporar i ly  bu r i ed  nearby. Before 
h i s  death,  he  had w r i t t e n  h i s  w i f e  t o  "bear up" under t h e  l o s s  and mentioned t h a t  
t h e i r  house was t o  be  burned a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  sentence.  This  l a t t e r  p o r t i o n  was n o t  
c a r r i e d  ou t .  

On J u l y  28, Creigh 's  body was taken  t o  h i s  homeplace by a son who rece ived  
l eave  from General Breckenridge 's  cormand. On J u l y  31, h e  was removed t o  t h e  cemetery 
o f  t h e  Old Stone Church and i n t e r r e d .  The f u n e r a l  c o r t e g e  was r epo r t ed  t o  be more 
than  a m i l e  long, and t h e  g r i e f  imparted t o  Lewisburg was c a r r i e d  h e a v i l y  by many. 

The David S. Creigh. P lace  s t ands  today a s  a f i n e  example of b u i l d i n g  on t h e  
i n t e r i o r  f r o n t i e r  of t h e  1830s. Nore impor tan t ly ,  i t  i s  a monument t o  t h e  so -ca l l ed  
Greenbrier  martyr.  

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFEREKES (cont inued)  

Donnelly, Clarence S h i r l e y .  David S. Creigh - the Greenbrier  Martyr. Oak H i l l ,  
W.Va.: p r i v a t e l y  p r i n t e d ,  1950 (1972 r e p r i n t ) .  
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~ G E O G R A P H I C A L  DATA 
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BU 
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STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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N A M E  / TITLE 

C.E. Turley,  Research A s s i s t a n t  and James E.  Harding, Research Analyst 
ORGANIZATION DATE 
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - s ~ T  E fl." LOCAL - 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for according to the 
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, 
I 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE S I G ~ T U R E  . . 
', 
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