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(Check One) 

CONDITION 
Excellent Good Fair  a Deteriorated Ruins Unexposed -- 

(Check One) 1 (Check One) 

The house i s  t h e  product of a  union between a  1798 b r i c k  c o t t a g e  
and a n  1840 Greek Revival mansion. As you approach t h e  house from 
t h e  f r o n t ,  a n  imposing 3% s t o r y  e l e v a t o r  i s  p resented .  The Greek- 
Revival  s t y l e  i s  represented  by t h e  l - s t o r y  porch i n  t h e  s t y l e  of 
a  smal l  temple and a  widows' walk on t h e  roof peak. 

The b r i c k s ,  which were made on t h e  premises f o r  a  per iod  of 
14 yea r s  be fo re  t h e  house was begun, a r e  l a i d  i n  a n  American Bond. 
The columns a r e  hand-carved Cor in th ian  s t y l e .  Each of t h e  f r o n t  
fou r  i s  carved from a  s i n g l e  t r e e  t runk.  These a r e  t h e  only  Corin- 
t h i a n  s t y l e  columns i n  t he  South Branch Valley.  The s p e c u l a t i o n  
i s  t h a t  t he  b u i l d e r ,  F e l i x  Seymour, imported a wood c a r v e r  from 
t h e  e a s t  coas t  t o  make them. A l o c a l  craf tsman would have been 
asked t o  produce these  columns aga in  and a g a i n  f o r  t he  a f f l u e n t  
f a m i l i e s  who were j u s t  embarking on t h e i r  second s t a g e  of  house 
b u i l d i n g  i n  t he  va l l ey .  The f i r s t  s t a g e  produced F o r t  P l e a s a n t ,  
Willow Wall, and Hickory H i l l ;  t h i s  per iod l a s t e d  from 1790-1812. 
The second s t a g e  of  h i s t o r i c  bu i ld ing  i n  Hardy County was t o  produce 
a  s e r i e s  of  e l egan t  Greek Revival homes of which M i l l  I s l a n d  was 
t h e  most sp lendid .  

The facade i s  a  very  simple arrangement of  b r i c k  and wood. 
The basement windows a r e  t h r e e  f e e t  h igh ,  which makes t h e  basement 
Light ,  a i r y ,  and very  l i v e a b l e .  I n  yea r s  gone by, many o f  t h e  
house se rvan t s  d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  l i v e  i n  t h e  basement. The main f l o o r  
i s  l i g h t e d  by windows t h a t  a r e  12 f e e t  h igh  wi th  almost a l l  of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  g l a s s  s t i l l  i n  place.  The second f l o o r  windows a r e  8  
f e e t  high.  The c e i l i n g s  i n  t h e  second f l o o r  rooms a r e  not  a s  h igh  
a s  - the f i r s t ,  bu t  a r e  s t i l l  very  grand. The t h i r d  f l o o r ,  a t  f i r s t  
g l ance ,  would seem impossible  t o  use. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r i c k  of 
eyebrow windows he lps  conceal  t h e  he igh t  of t h e  facade.  The t h i r d  
f l o o r  con ta ins  t h r e e  huge rooms with a c e i l i n g  h e i g h t  of  7  f e e t .  
The eyebrow windows a r e  a t  knee l e v e l  and do no t  make t h e  rooms 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  b r i g h t  o r  a t t r a c t i v e ,  bu t  t h e  b u i l d e r ,  F e l i x  Seymour, 
probably d id  not  c a r e ,  s i n c e  the  space was t o  be used only  as a  
house se rvan t  dormitory. 

The r e s t r a i n e d  qu ie tnes s  of t he  e x t e r i o r  h a r d l y  prepares  t h e  
b i s i t o r  f o r  t h e  beauty of t h e  i n t e r i o r .  As t h e  gues t  e n t e r s  t h e  
f r o n t  door,  he s t e p s  i n t o  a  f r o n t  h a l l  o f  remarkable propor t ions .  
The f i f t e e n - f o o t - h i g h  c e i l i n g s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  needed f o r  
t h e  heavy c o r n i c e  work above each door and window. There i s  a  
15 '  x  17' r e c e p t i o n  a r e a  i n  t he  f r o n t  h a l l  which leads  t o  t h e  
s t a i r c a s e .  The s t a i r c a s e  i s a p a r t i a l l y  f l y i n g  ova l  s t a i r  t h a t  
reaches  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r .  From t h e  c e i l i n g  of t h e  
t h i r d  f l o o r  a l a r g e  l a n t e r n ,  now e l e c t r i f i e d ,  hangs t o  l i g h t  t h e  
s t a i r s  a s  i t  d id  i n  F e l i x  Seymour's day. Each s t a i r  has  a n  end 
p i ece  fashioned i n  a n  elongated Greek key design.  Leading i n t o  
t h e  h a l l  a r e  four  doorways, each with a  heavy co rn ice  ca rv ing  i n  
a  r e s t r a i n e d  elegance.  To t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  h a l l  i s  t h e  huge room 
(18 '  x  40 ' )  known i n  e a r l i e r  days a s  t h e  "ballroom," which i s  now 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  "drawing room." This  room i s  f i n i s h e d  wi th  t h e  
same k ind  of heavy co rn ice  work above each door and window, bu t  
t h i s  t ime made more e l a b o r a t e  by the  a d d i t i o n  of  a  d e n t i l  mold a 
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j u s t  under the  top  crown molding. The f l o o r  of t h i s  room, a s  we l l  
a s  a l l  o the r  rooms i n  t he  house, i s  made of 11," h e a r t  p ine  l a i d  over  
12-inch cen te r  beams (each beam i s  4 inches wide). 

The f i r e p l a c e s  i n  the  ballroom a r e  very  s imple,  r u s t i c a t e d ,  
ionic-capped pos ts  i n  s l i g h t  r e l i e f .  There a r e  two such mantels ,  
each serv ing  h a l f  of t h e  room. There i s  no evidence t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  
t h e  suppos i t ion  t h a t  a t  any time could the  room have been d iv ided .  

On the  oppos i t e  s i d e  of t he  h a l l  a r e  two l a r g e  p a r l o r s .  They 
con ta in  the  same heavy corn ice  work and p l a i n  mantels a s  t h e  h a l l ,  
which blend we l l  wi th  t he  door and window moldings bu t  do not  compete 
with them. 

The d in ing  room i s  i n  t he  1798 po r t ion  of t h e  house. The 
c e i l i n g s  a r e  not  a s  h igh  nor i s  t he  woodwork a s  e l egan t .  The k i t c h e n  
used t o  be i n  t h e  basement, d i r e c t l y  below t h e  d in ing  room. Around 
1870 a dumbwaiter was i n s t a l l e d  t o  s e rve  the  foods promptly from 
below. The dumbwaiter booth and the  b e l l  f o r  s e r v i c e  s t i l l  e x i s t  
i n  t h e  corner  of  t h e  room. 

The u p s t a i r s  has  f i v e  major bedrooms, a  s l eep ing  a l cove ,  a  
l a r g e  hallway s i t t i n g  room, a  huge l i b r a r y ,  and two b a t h s .  I n  a l l ,  
t h e r e  a r e  some 18 rooms with f i r e p l a c e s  and t h r e e  rooms wi thout .  

A t  p resent  t h e  house i s  t he  proper ty  of  M r .  and Mrs. Donald 
Pryce-Jones. They have furnished i t  wi th  French and I t a l i a n  
Antiques from t h e  1 5 t h . ,  16 th . ,  17 th . ,  and 18th.  Cen tu r i e s .  Such 
a  combination of  r a r e  and anc ien t  f u r n i t u r e  and a  count ry  Greek 
Revival  home might cause a  resounding c l a s h  of s t y l e ,  bu t  it 
says  so  much f o r  t h e  house, " M i l l  I s l a n d , "  and i t s  owners' t a s t e ,  
t h a t  everything looks a t  home and- jus t  a s  i f  each had always been 
wa i t i ng  f o r  t h e  o t h e r .  

Continued from 8  S ign i f i cance - -  

t he  C i v i l  War. I t  was removed i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900's  because of  water  
seepage i n t o  t h e  cracked b r i cks  t h e r e .  

As a  l i v i n g  s ta tement  of t he  h o s p i t a b l e  ways of  a  p l a n t e r ' s  
a r i s t o c r a c y ,  t h e  house has g r e a t  s o c i a l  and h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
As a  present  example of  a  r epos i to ry  of an t ique  I t a l i a n  and French 
f u r n i t u r e  and a r t ,  t h e  house now has unpa ra l l e l ed  a r t i s t i c  s i g n i -  
f  i cance  f o r  West V i rg in i ans .  

The house has been open t o  t h e  publ ic  y e a r l y  on t h e  Annual 
Her i t age  Weekend Tour of  Hardy County. I t  i s  t he  f i r m  conv ic t ion  
of most of those  on t h e  tou r  t h a t  " M i l l  I s land"  i s  of  ou ts tanding  
meaning when viewed a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  a way of  l i f e  long gone. 

G P O  9 2 1 - 7 2 +  
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I T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

" M i l l  I s l a n d , "  more than  any o t h e r  home i n  t h e  South Branch 
Val ley ,  i s  a s o c i a l  s ta tement  of a way of l i f e  t h a t  i s  remembered 
i n  many a s t i c k y  romance of t he  "gone a r e  t h e  days" type.  The 
home was b u i l t  a s  evidence of t h e  s o c i a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of F e l i x  
Seymour. He had made a succes s fu l  marriage t o  Sidney McNeil of 
Willow Wall. Her home was, and s t i l l  i s ,  t h e  grandes t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
achievement i n  t h e  South Branch Valley.  Sidney McNeills family 
was the  most wealthy and i n f l u e n t i a l  family of t he  v a l l e y  a t  t h e  
t ime of h e r  marriage, The Seymours were only  second gene ra t ion  
"Johnny-come-latelys" of good breeding ,  good p o l i t i c a l  connect ions,  
and well- to-dd,  bu t  s t i l l  not  one of t h e  "Old" f ami l i e s .  A t  
t h e  time of h i s  marr iage,  a l l  t h a t  F e l i x  Seymour had t o  o f f e r  
Sidney was seven hundred ac re s  of prime v a l l e y  land,  a g r e a t  d e a l  
of money, a family myth of connect ion wi th  Jane  Seymour's family 
of  Henry V I I I  fame, and a b r i c k  c o t t a g e  of f i v e  rooms. 

" M i l l  I s l and"  was b u i l t  a s  a s u i t a b l e  background f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  
success  t h a t  F e l i x  and Sidney Seymour were t o  achieve.  The g r e a t  
ballroom, r ecep t ion  h a l l ,  p a r l o r s  and huge d in ing  room were cons t an t ly  
f u l l  of dances,  enter tainments  and magnif icent  d inne r s .  The hos- 
p i t a l i t y  of  " M i l l  island" became a l i v i n g  legend. Fr iends  and 
r e l a t i v e s  came t o  spend a n  hour o r  a yea r ;  i t  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  ma t t e r ,  
f o r  t h e r e  was p l en ty  of room, p l en ty  of  food and t h e  s e r v i c e  
never  f a l t e r e d .  

A l o c a l  unpublished d i a r y  of  a young 15 yea r  o ld  g i r l ,  da ted  
1854, desc r ibes  a romp he ld  f o r  F e l i x  and Sidney ' s  o l d e s t  daughter :  

The young l a d i e s  en tered  by t h e  f r o n t  foo r ,  t h e  young men by 
t h e  s i d e  door. A s  each came i n ,  they  were g iven  a s t r i n g  t o  fol low 
a s  i t  wound 'round and 'round through t h e  house. Somewhere i n  t he  
house each g i r l  met t he  young man who was fol lowing h i s  end of 
t h e  same s t r i n g .  H e  became h e r  d inne r  p a r t n e r  and e s c o r t  f o r  t he  
evening. 

During t h e  C i v i l  War the  house was bu t  s l i g h t l y  damaged, 
poss ib ly  because i t  was f a r  ou t  of t he  way. I t  was o f t e n  used a s  
a h o s p i t a l  f o r  members of  t he  Confederate  r a i d e r s  known a s  McNeilts 
Rangers. One o f  the  Miss Seymours marr ied dur ing  the  war i n  a 
wedding o f  g r e a t  elegance f o r  war time. The dancing and d in ing  
went on t i ll  dawn. The house was always open t o  fo lks  from Moorc- 
f i e l d  who were s u f f e r i n g  from "war nerves."  During the  C i v i l  War 
t h e  town was o f t e n  f u l l  of Union s o l d i e r s  and t h e  l a d i e s  of 
Moorefield were f i rm Confederates .  One cannon b a l l  i n  t he  upper 
r i g h t  w a l l  of t h e  house was t h e  only s i g n  t h a t  t h e  house bore of 
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N A M E  A N D  T I T L E .  

Mrs. Nancy snider, Field Research Agent 

As the des igna ted  S ta te  Lia i son  Off icer  for t h e  N a -  

t ional  Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n  Act  of 19613 ( P u b l i c  L a w  

O R G A N 1  Z A T I O N  

West Virginia Antiquities Commission 

89-665).  I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  

D A T E  

August 1972 

in  t h e  Nat iona l  Regis te r  a n d  cert ify t h a t  it h a s  b e e n  

eva lua ted  according to t h e  cri ter ia  and procedures s e t  

forth by the National  P a r k  Service.  T h e  recommended 

leve l  of s ign i f icance  of t h i s  nomination i s :  

S T R E E T  A N D N U M B E R .  

Old Mountainlair- West Virginia University 

National  0 Sta te  

Maurjce Brooks 

Liaison Officer 
J 

Date March 26, 1973 

T A  T E  

West Virginia 26506 
I C O O E  

8 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERlFlCATlON 

I hereby cert ify that t h i s  property i s  included in  t h e  

Nationa 1  Regis te r .  

Chief ,  Office of Archeology a n d  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  

Date  

ATTEST: 

Keeper  of T h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
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P o r t e  Crayon- The Old South I l l u s t r a t e d  - - P l a t e  I 

I Mrs. Nancy s n i d e r ,  F i e l d  Research Agent 1 
O R G A N !  Z A T I O N  D A T E  

West V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  C o m i s s i o n  August 1972  I 

S T R E E T  AND N U M B E R :  

Old Mountainlair-  West V i r g i n i a  Un ive r s i t y  
C I T Y  O R  TOWN: S T A T E  C O D E  

Morgan-town West V i r g i n i a  26506 54 
1 - 

. STATE LIAISON OFFICER c ~ % = I  ION 
I 

# N A f  lONAL REG1Sf  ER VERfFICATIQN 

A s  the  des igna ted  S ta te  Lia i son  Officer  for t h e  Na- 

t iona l  His tor ic  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Act of 1966 ( P u b l i c  Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  

i n  t h e  Nat iona l  Regis te r  and  cerl ify tha t  i t  h a s  b e e n  

eva lua ted  accordmg to  t h e  cri ter ia  and procedures  s e t  

forth b y  the National  P a r k  Service.  T h e  recommended 

l e v e l  of s ign i f icance  of t h i s  nomination i s :  

Nat iona l  S ta te  

D a t e  March 26, 1973 

I hereby  cer t i fy  that t h i s  property is included i n  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  Regis te r .  

--- - ---- 

Chief,  O f f i c e  of Archeology a n d  H l s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  

C a t e  

ATTEST: 

K e e p e r  of T h e  Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  

L a t e  
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