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“May 28 is the torch 
of freedom and 
independence”

by Armen Hakobyan

SARDARABAD, Armenia – The 
monument to the Battle of Sarda-
rabad was draped in festive colors 
on the 90th anniversary of the 
fateful battle. On these very days 
90 years ago, the Armenian people 
found the strength to resist the 
Turkish army, which had come to 
finish the last remnants of the Ar-

menian people in their native land. 
In life-or-death battles in Bash-Aba-
ran, near Kara-Kilisa, and here in 
Sardarabad, Armenians not only 
prevailed and pushed back the Turk-
ish army, which enjoyed superiority 
of numbers and materiel, but also 
restored Armenian statehood.

“Are you going to the Battle?” 
asked Vlad, the thirty-something 
driver of a Yerevan-Armavir mini-
bus. Having gotten an affirmative 
answer, he volunteered, “I go to the 
Battle every year. I’d go this year 
too, but alas I am on duty. I’ll prob-
ably go in the evening. It is, after all, 
my holiday, my real holiday.”

Vlad complained that there is 
much injustice in life. “You know, 

I love my country. If I didn’t love it, 
I wouldn’t go to war for it. I would 
have left it. I love my country. I just 
wish it would love me back a bit 
more! Whatever. Happy Indepen-
dence Day, brother!”

Now powerful engines are rum-
bling overhead and warplanes fly 
by in the peaceful sky. They leave 
red, blue, and apricot smoke in 
their wake. Parachutists descend, 
unfurling a tricolor banner. It is a 
day of celebration.

Inspecting the military parade is 
the president of the republic, Serge 
Sargsian, former President Rob-
ert Kocharian, the Catholicos of 

Middle East scholars 
protest Turkish 
government 
interference in 
academic freedom

by Lou Ann Matossian

MINNEAPOLIS – In a sharply 
worded protest to Prime Minis-
ter Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, the 
Middle East Studies Association 
on May 27 condemned the forced 
resignation of Donald Quataert 
from the chair of the Institute of 
Turkish Studies after Prof. Qua-
taert affirmed in a book review that 

“what happened to the Armenians 
readily satisfies the U.N. definition 
of genocide.”

“After the long lapse of serious 
Ottomanist scholarship on the Ar-
menian question, it now appears 
that the Ottomanist wall of silence 
is crumbling,” Prof. Quataert (pro-
nounced KWA-tairt) had written in 
the August 2006 Journal of Interdis-
ciplinary History. “Although it may 
provoke anger among some of my 
Ottomanist colleagues,” he added, 
avoidance of the term genocide 

in his essay “runs the risk of sug-
gesting denial of the massive and 
systematic atrocities that the Otto-
man state and some of its military 
and general populace committed 
against the Armenians.” Describing 
Ottomanists as falling “into a camp 
of either silence or denial -- both 
of which are forms of complicity,” 
Prof. Quataert urged his colleagues 

“to take their rightful responsibility 
to perform the proper research” on 
1915 and its aftermath.

“Dr. Quataert’s relinquishment 
of his position came after he re-
fused to accede to the request of 
ITS’s honorary chairman, Ambas-
sador Nebi Şensoy, that he issue 
a retraction of a scholarly book 
review he wrote about the killings 
of Armenians (1915–1918) in the 
Ottoman Empire,” wrote MESA 
president Mervat Hatem in the 
open letter to Mr. Erdoğan. “We 
are enormously concerned that 
unnamed high officials in Ankara 
felt it was inappropriate for Profes-
sor Quataert to continue as chair-
man of the board of governors and 
threatened to revoke the funding 
for the ITS if he did not publicly 
retract statements made in his re-
view or separate himself from the 
Chairmanship of the ITS,” Prof. Ha-
tem added. Prof. Quataert resigned 
in December 2006.

It was members of the Turkish 
Studies Association, “scandalized 
by the news of Professor Quataert’s 
mistreatment at the hands of the 
Institute of Turkish Studies,” who 
raised the issue at the TSA annual 
business meeting, which was held 
in conjunction with MESA’s annual 
meeting in November 2007. The 
TSA board referred the case to ME-
SA’s Committee on Academic Free-
dom and expressed support for its 
response, the letter explained.

The ITS, a nonprofit educational 
foundation established in 1982, dis-
tributes the proceeds of a $3 million 
endowment from the Turkish gov-
ernment to support Turkish stud-
ies in the United States.

“The reputation and integrity of 
the ITS as a non-political institu-
tion funding scholarly projects that 
meet stringent academic criteria is 
blackened when there is govern-
ment interference in and blatant 
disregard for the principle of aca-
demic freedom,” MESA declared. “A 
clear message is sent to those who 
would apply for ITS funds or par-
ticipate in ITS activities that the 
board does not stand behind the 
principle of academic freedom, and 
that politics can vitiate profession-
al standards.”
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Dancers spread joy at Sardarabad on May 28. Photo: Photolure.

Institute of Turkish Studies chair was 
ousted for acknowledging Genocide

The victory of May 1918 is 
remembered at Sardarabad
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Community

Reps. Adam Schiff (D.-Calif.), Al-
lyson Schwartz (D.-Penn.) and 
Wayne Gilchrest (R.-Md.) visited 
Baku on May 24–25 and Yerevan 
on May 26–27, meeting with Azer-
baijani and Armenian presidents 
and other officials, their offices 
reported. “We consider Armenia 

an important partner and ally,” Mr. 
Schiff said. The trip was the first vis-
it to Armenia by members of Con-
gress since 2005 and was organized 
through the ad hoc House Democ-
racy Assistance Commission.

See story on page 2 m

Congressional delegation in Armenia, region

National

Arts & Culture

Community

Armenia

A glimpse into the Bronx of the 1930s: A class picture of the Tourian Armenian 
School, with “the incredible Deegeen Paboojian” standing on the far right. (The 
young Mary Zararian is seated in the second row, 6th from the left.)

An Internet Café in the Bronx – circa 1935
Mary Zararian Liebermann recalls 
her Armenian school, her church, 
and the Armenian charcouterie in 
the middle of a huge open-air mar-
ket in the Bronx. The store was the 

Internet café of an earlier genera-
tion, where friends caught up on 
each other’s news.

See essay on page C11 m

Life is hard – and getting lonelier – in villages at 
Armenia’s border with Azerbaijan

In the past five months, only one 
child has been born in Barekama-
van village, on the border with 
Azerbaijan, not far from Georgia. 
She is a girl named Asia. Since 
Barekamavan is an aging village, 
for the past few years the number 
of people passing away is greater 
than the number of those being 

born. Seven people have already 
died this year.

Tatul Hakobyan reports on vis-
its nine border villages, where he 
found that emigration in search of 
work – to Russia and to Yerevan – is 
increasing.

See story on page 18 m

Diana Der-Hovanessian  leads an ALMA audience 
through the art of translating poetry

On Sunday afternoon, May 18, at 
the Armenian Library and Mu-
seum of America (ALMA), lovely 
and haunting Armenian melodies 
accompanied an hour of discuss-
ing “The Art of Translating Poetry,” 
Yvette K. Harpootian reports.

The forum, moderated by ALMA 
librarian Berj Chekijian, featured 
Diana Der-Hovanessian discussing 

her approach to the challenge of 
translating Armenian poetry, and 
reading poems she selected as pe-
rennial favorites.

Besides moderating the discus-
sion, Chekijian recited the poems 
in Armenian after Der-Hovanes-
sian read them in English. 

See story on page 6m

Glendale Police Department is reaching out 
to the Armenian community.

As they rush to hire new officers to 
fill a fast-depleting force, Glendale 
Police Department officials say they 
are on the lookout for Armenian-
American candidates – so the agen-
cy can reflect the ethnic make-up of 
its city, Alex Dobuzinskis reports.

Police officials say their recruit-
ment is always bound by the need 
to get the best candidates – and 
that they are competing with 
other police agencies for a small 

pool of Armenian-American can-
didates.

But even as the department in 
the last decade has drastically in-
creased its number of Armenian-
American officers from three in 
1998 to 15 this year, those officers 
make up only 6 percent of its force. 
Perhaps 40 percent of the city’s 
residents are of Armenian descent, 

See story on page 14 m
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National

Washington briefing

by Emil Sanamyan

Congressional 
delegation in Armenia, 
region
Reps. Adam Schiff (D.-Calif.), 
Allyson Schwartz (D.-Penn.) 
and Wayne Gilchrest (R.-Md.) 
visited Baku on May 24–25 and 
Yerevan on May 26–27, meeting 
with Azerbaijani and Armenian 
presidents and other officials, 
their offices reported. The trip 
was the first visit to Armenia by 
members of Congress since 2005 

and was organized through the ad 
hoc House Democracy Assistance 
Commission.

Rep. Schiff, who represents 
the cities of Glendale and Pasa-
dena, with the largest proportion 
of Armenian-American voters in 
the United States, told President 
Serge Sargsian, “We consider Ar-
menia an important partner and 
ally. Consequently, we wish to as 
far as possible assist its political 
and economic progress.”

In an interview with RFE/RL Ar-
menian Service, Rep. Schiff said 
that he and other members were 

“concerned with the problems that 
occurred during the election [in Ar-
menia], the violence that occurred 
after the election.”

“We are here to try to assess the 
situation and talk with the Arme-
nian government about how we 
can help move the government fur-

ther in the direction of democracy,” 
Rep. Schiff added.

Rep. Schiff’s delegation also 
met with aides to Levon Ter-
Petrossian, the opposition figure 
and former president, who focused 
on the recent election campaign 
and its outcome.

While in Baku, the members of 
Congress heard criticisms of Ar-
menia and the Armenian diaspora, 
with few details reported.

From Armenia the delegation flew 
on to Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Georgian ruling 
party election sweep 
welcomed, protested 
The National Movement Party led 
by President Mikheil Saakashvili 
swept the May 21 parliamentary 
election winning more than 110 
seats in the 150-seat legislature, 

according to preliminary results 
made available via the Civil.ge 
news portal.

The remaining seats were won by 
the Nine-party Opposition Alliance 
(about 16 seats) led by David Gam-
krelidze, the Christian Democratic 
Party of former TV anchor Giorgi 
Targamadze (8 seats), the Labor 
Party of populist politician Shalva 
Natelashvili  (6 seats), and the op-
position Republican Party led by 
David Berdzenishvili (2 seats).

Three of the seats in parliament 
went to ethnic Armenians, as the Ar-
menian Reporter reported last week.

The opposition alliance quickly 
called for annulment of results, 
pointing to electoral violations. It 
also launched several well-attended 
protest rallies and vowed it would 
prevent the new parliament from 
convening.

Western observers suggested 

that the government’s efforts to 
meet democratic standards for elec-
tions were “uneven and incomplete.” 
(The observers gave a more upbeat 
assessment of the presidential elec-
tion last January calling it “demo-
cratic.” See this page in the January 
12, 2008 Armenian Reporter.)

According to the observers there 
were problems with vote count in 
16 percent of precincts inspect-
ed – about the same number as 
in Georgian, as well as Armenian, 
presidential polls earlier this year. 
Nevertheless, the U.S. State Depart-
ment was “encouraged” by what it 
thought were “improvements” in 
election conduct compared to the 
previous poll. 

Georgia has been possibly the 
most eager ally of the United State 
in recent years, sending one of the 
largest military contingents in sup-
port of U.S.-led Iraq operations. f 

A full-length observational documen-
tary, The Blue Book, which had its 
U.S. premiere in Pasadena, Calif., on 
May 29, tracks historian Ara Sara-
fian as he argues in the U.K. and Tur-
key against the official Turkish denial 
of the Armenian Genocide. On May 
28, Vincent Lima asked Mr. Sarafian 
about his work on the British Parlia-
mentary Blue Book on the Armenian 
Genocide and about his research and 
advocacy work in Turkey and beyond. 
Mr. Sarafian is the director of the 
Gomidas Institute (UK). (Mr. Lima, 
the editor of the Armenian Reporter, 
is a former director of the Gomidas 
Institute.)

Armenian Reporter: In Blue Book, 
the documentary, we see you argu-
ing forcefully for the authenticity 
of the British Parliamentary Blue 
Book that made the case for the 
Armenian Genocide back in 1916. 
Do you find that your scholarly and 
advocacy work regarding the Blue 
Book has had an impact?

Ara Sarafian: Yes, I think the 
Blue Book has had an impact, as 
has my other documentary work 
on United States archives. When-
ever the issue of the Blue Book 
comes up in the United Kingdom, 
the “Uncensored” or critical edi-
tion of the work is cited as the ba-
sis of discussion. (James Bryce and 
Arnold Toynbee, The Treatment of 
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, 
1915–1916: Documents Presented to 
Viscount Grey of Fallodon by Viscount 
Bryce [Uncensored Edition], ed. and 
intro. Ara Sarafian.) Even in Tur-
key a number of scholars credit the 
critical edition in their discussions 
of the 1916 work.

This work has also had an impact 
by forcing old-time deniers, most 
notably Sukru Elekdag and Jus-
tin McCarthy, to make changes 
to their position. For example, the 
original 1916 work omitted some 
names of sources to safeguard 
them because they were still in the 
Ottoman Empire in 1916. This in-

formation was published in a sepa-
rate confidential key in 1916. Until 
recently, deniers ignored the exis-
tence of the key and argued that 
the missing names were merely a 
ruse to hide the poor sources un-
derpinning the 1916 work.

Since the publication of the criti-
cal edition in 2000, these deniers 
have “discovered” the confidential 
key, even though it has been avail-
able since 1916, including in librar-
ies and archival collections cited by 
deniers over the past 30 years. They 
have been forced to change their 
position with this “discovery” be-
cause they could no longer simply 
deny the existence of the confiden-
tial key to support their accusa-
tions. Now that they are forced to 
acknowledge the existence of the 
confidential key, they insist that 
the content of the key supports 
their thesis. This is simply not true 
and their position is now more pre-
carious, even in their own ranks.

The critical edition of the Blue 
Book has had a positive influence 
on debates and it serves as a text-
book case of Armenian Genocide 
denial.

Deniers are having a 
hard time

 Reporter: As we can see in the 
documentary, you have long been a 
frequent traveler to Turkey, where 
you have done research as well as 
public speaking. Let me ask you 
first about your public engage-
ments: Looking at various groups 
within Turkey – scholars, students, 
political activists of various stripes, 
the media, and the public at large 

– do you see any shift in attitude 
toward the Genocide?

Sarafian: Yes, I see a change in 
all of the groups you have men-
tioned. You only have to follow 
Turkish newspapers or television 
programs, or speak to students. 
The deniers are still there, but they 
are having a hard time. Turkey is a 

much more open society now and 
this may paradoxically explain why 
there is still a continuous stream of 
anti-Armenian publications along-
side more sensible ones in Turkish 
bookstores. This is not because the 
deniers are strong but because they 
are weaker today than ever. They 
need to reinvigorate public support 
for their position.

In my experience even some 
Turkish nationalists have shown a 
remarkable softening of their posi-
tion toward Armenians regarding 
1915, typically stating that “some-
thing terrible happened to Arme-
nians in 1915,” and that “Arme-
nians have a right to be angry,” but 
invariably insisting that we should 
not call all this “genocide.” To me 
this is a fundamental shift, which, 
when genuine, is an opening for 
real dialogue; and if it is contrived, 
it is a more sophisticated form of 
denial that also needs to be under-
stood and addressed.

Reporter: Do you find that your 
arguments are disseminated fairly 
through the Turkish media? When 
I look at stories involving you, your 
critique of Armenian scholars 
seems to get more play than your 
arguments about the Genocide.

Sarafian: I always make a point 
of calling the events of 1915 a geno-
cide, both to the print media and 
television. Some Turkish journals 
ask me additional questions about 
the Genocide and quoted me talk-
ing about the issue.

Sometimes what is written in 
Turkish papers regarding what I 
have said is not correct, but more 
often it is correct. As a rule I sub-
mit my interviews in writing so 
that there is a record of what I 
actually said. Regarding content, 
it is not surprising that Turkish 
journalists ask me critical ques-
tions about Armenian historiog-
raphy. The same is true for Ar-
menian newspapers asking me 
questions about Turkish histori-
ography. For example, I have nev-

er been asked about limitations 
to the Armenian Genocide thesis 
by an Armenian newspaper, but I 
have been asked about limitations 
to Ottoman archives.

Reporter: I do not understand 
the second parallel. In 1985 the 
Turkish prime minister announced 
that the Ottoman archives are open 
for the scrutiny of scholars and 
that any work on the Armenian 
Genocide must account for these 
archives. It is therefore wholly ap-
propriate to ask you, as someone 
who has worked in Ottoman ar-
chives, whether those archives are 
truly open and what they show. In 
any case, you have chosen to pub-
lish on the matter.

On the other hand, why would a 
newspaper without an ax to grind 
ask you about “limitations to the 
Armenian Genocide thesis”? Have 
you published an article about any 
specific limitation that has been 
ignored?

Sarafian: I think the veracity 
of the Genocide is well established, 
but there are some important as-
pects of the events of 1915 that can 
be questioned. It depends on what 
you ask and how you ask it. For ex-
ample, one could debate the role of 
Jemal Pasha and question whether 
he really was part of the so-called 
CUP triumvirate that organized 
the Genocide. I have my serious 
doubts and the issue can be de-
bated. Did Ottoman officials try to 
destroy every single Armenian in 
the Ottoman Empire in 1915? Not 
necessarily, and the issue can be 
debated.

Reporter: The attitude of Arme-
nian scholars for many years had 
been to avoid engaging debates 
about the veracity of the Armenian 
Genocide. The reasoning has gone 
something like this: people who 
deny the genocide are not bona fide 
historians in search of the truth, 
but agents of the Turkish state 
whose mission is to show that the 
Armenian Genocide is not settled 

historical fact. By debating them, 
we’re confirming that the Genocide 
is debatable. Do you accept this rea-
soning today?

Sarafian: I think we can dis-
cern the real deniers of the geno-
cide from those who have genuine 
questions to ask, even if they ap-
pear naïve sometimes. It is our job 
as scholars to debate such people 
in an appropriate way, in an ap-
propriate forum. I have found that 
many Turks today are interested in 
the genocide issue and are open to 
meaningful discussion even if they 
may not use the “G” word to start.

When they recognize the awful 
treatment and massacre of Arme-
nians in 1915, I think one can take 
the conversation from there.

“Scored an own goal”
Reporter: You had a very public 
exchange with Yusuf Halacoglu, 
the head of the THS, where you is-
sued press releases and he granted 
interviews to CNN-Turk. You just 
attended a meeting in Oslo with 
Justin McCarthy and others. What, 
in your view, is to be gained from 
these encounters?

Sarafian: When I had my ex-
change with Halacoglu regarding a 
case study on Harput, the initiative 
came from me, and I framed the 
proposal. It was a fair, manageable 
proposal and the Turkish media 
gave it prominence by reporting 
on it. It was CNN-Turk which asked 
the critical question to Halacoglu 
regarding the Ottoman records at 
the heart of my proposal, and Hala-
coglu admitted to a Turkish jour-
nalist that the records I had asked 
to see did not exist (in Turkish ar-
chives today). I cannot overstress 
the importance of this interview in 
Turkey. 

Similarly, one of the biggest 
names in Turkish journalism, 
Mehmet Ali Birand, commented 
on Halacoglu’s words regarding 

Sarafian: Genocide deniers weaker today than ever

President 
Serge Sargsian 
greeting Reps. 
Adam Schiff and 
Allyson Schwartz. 
Photo: Photolure.

Young Georgians 
protest the 
conduct of 
parliamentary 
elections. Photo: 
Photolure.

Continued on page 3 m
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the non-availability of the records 
in question under the headline 

“We Scored an Own Goal.” Birand 
pointed out that while Turkish 
authorities have argued about the 
richness of Ottoman archives re-
lated to the 1915 deportations, the 
completeness of Ottoman records, 
and the unwillingness of Arme-
nians to work there, we now have a 
scenario where an Armenian histo-
rian has publicly asked to examine 
these core records and he is told 
that they are unavailable. Birand’s 
column was carried in several ma-
jor Turkish newspapers.

So what was gained? We learned 
that the Ottoman records are fun-
damentally lacking in some funda-
mental respects, we saw that there 
are some decent Turkish journal-
ists, and we allowed the Armenian 
issue to be discussed in a critical 
way in Turkey. These are all positive 
developments.

Halacoglu then went on to state, 
in an interview to a Turkish news-
paper, that I had pulled out of 
the Harput project because I was 
afraid of the Armenian diaspora. 
That explanation was not true 
because I had not said any such 
thing. The case study came to an 
end when Halacoglu stated that 
the relevant records, which he had 
initially agreed to use as the basis 
of the joint case study, were not 
available. I don’t think any Arme-
nian newspaper asked me how the 
whole affair ended, so Halacoglu’s 
explanation was not refuted any-
where.

Reporter: But the Armenian 
Reporter ran an interview with you 
(March 10, 2007, p. A2) in which 
you announced that the affair had 
ended and you explained the cir-
cumstances. 

Sarafian: Perhaps I missed it. I 
did not see any serious discussion 
about what Halacoglu said and its 
significance. Is it conceivable that 
records were not kept regarding 
the deportation and settlement of 
people in 1915, despite Ottoman 
laws and regulations? What were 
these laws and regulations? If such 
records were kept, is it conceivable 
that they all have gone missing 
from local and central archives? Do 
we take Halacoglu’s word for any 
of this? Are there avenues whereby 
such information can be checked 
today independently of Halacoglu? 
After all, Halacoglu is the head of 
the Turkish Historical Society and 
not the archives.

Regarding the recent meeting in 
Oslo, that was something differ-
ent. It was a closed meeting to see 
if there were any positive ways to 
move ahead on the Turkish-Arme-
nian issue. The advantage of such 
meetings is that one could be more 

frank in discussions. If anything 
substantial was decided, it would 
have been made public, and I cer-
tainly would have insisted on it. 

Genocide, in all its 
complexity
Reporter: Turning to your re-
search in Turkey, you worked in Ot-
toman archives in Istanbul in the 
early 90s; you reported that in spite 
of lots of trouble with access, the 
documents you studied “corrobo-
rate Western accounts of the Arme-
nian Genocide.” You have now been 
back in Ottoman archives. What is 
your current experience?

Sarafian: I have not been back 
to Ottoman archives since being 
readmitted in 2006. It all has to 
do with funding, and I have none 
for working in Ottoman archives. 
However. I have kept up with pub-
lished sources put out by the ar-
chives themselves (there is always 
interesting new material coming 
out), and I have been able to dis-
cuss developments with Turkish 
colleagues. My understanding is 
that Ottoman archives still cor-
roborate the Armenian Genocide, 
but there is a caveat to my an-
swer.

Ottoman records corroborate 
the Armenian Genocide thesis in 
all of its complexities, some as-
pects of which have been left out 
of discussions by mainstream Ar-
menians scholars. Just to give you 
an example: we know that most 
deportees were killed during the 
deportations of 1915, wasted away 
in Der Zor, or killed outright at the 
end of 1916. However, it is also true 
that perhaps up to 200,000 Arme-
nians were sent to western Syria in 
1915. These convoys suffered a great 
deal from privations and disease, 
but they were not murdered as in 
Der Zor. As a consequence, many 
Armenians survived 1915 in west-
ern Syria and Jordan – though un-
der awful conditions and with great 
losses. This episode of the Arme-
nian Genocide, the deportations to 
western Syria, has not been incor-

porated into conventional accounts 
of the Genocide itself.

Such information about western 
Syria, combined with what Otto-
man archives have to say, can be 
used to devastating effect by de-
niers of the Genocide. They can use 
such information to question the 
credibility of the whole Genocide 
thesis.

Only recently, Turkish Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
stated that Armenian deportees 
were given pocket money in 1915. 
Technically, that is true: that is, 
there were instances where some 
deportees were given some mon-
ey by some Ottoman authorities. 
This is even recorded in Armenian 
sources. See Vahram Dadrian’s 
To the Desert: Pages from My Di-
ary. However, it is also true that 
such cases were not typical by any 
stretch of the imagination, and 
even these caravans were liable 
to be robbed and massacred after-
ward.

Just to illustrate the point fur-
ther, a member of the Turkish His-
torical Society stated that Arme-
nian intellectuals who were arrest-
ed and exiled from Constantinople 
on April 24 were given money by 
the Ottoman authorities. He im-
plied that such treatment was an 
indication of how well these pris-
oners were treated. He implied that 
these people could not have been 
massacred.

Yet Armenian sources, to their 
credit, also recorded that the April 
24 deportees were given some 
funds by their captors. They also 
named and stated that most of 
these people disappeared while in 
state custody. Ottoman Turkish 
sources do not give the names of 
the deportees and they certainly 
do not say what happened to these 
people.

Reporter: I’m not sure I un-
derstand how the fact that Ar-
menians survived in western 
Syria and Jordan could be used 
to undermine the Genocide the-
sis. Is there any controversy as to 
whether hundreds of thousands 

of Armenians survived the Geno-
cide? Vahram Dadrian’s book, to 
take your example, was published 
in Armenian in the 1940s, no? 
These accounts are not secret. The 
issue, perhaps, is that scholars of 
the early-twentieth-century his-
tory of Asia Minor need to take 
responsibility for Armenian-lan-
guage sources.

Access to archives
On the subject of access to archives, 
what is the state of access to Ar-
menian archives? Last week, the 
head of the Turkish Historical So-
ciety complained about closed Ar-
menian archives and said he had 
offered money to help Armenians 
open them. You characterized this 
as a publicity stunt. At the same 
time, however, you noted that the 
archives of the Zoryan Institute 
and the Jerusalem Armenian Pa-
triarchate are not open. Could you 
describe your concerns?

Sarafian: The Zoryan Institute 
collected the private papers of in-
dividual Armenians in the 1980s. 
It also microfilmed materials from 
other archives. A few months back 
I was informed that these records 
were still not available for scrutiny, 
though the institute’s oral history 
records have been digitized and are 
available by special request. This 
was disappointing news to me be-
cause of the importance of all archi-
val collections related to the Geno-
cide, as well as my concern that the 
Zoryan materials may well have 
deteriorated. Certainly I expected 
the Zoryan people to afford more 
attention to these records given on-
going debates about the Armenian 
Genocide and the importance of 
Armenian sources. If nothing else, 
the institute could have classified 
parts of its collection in an ongoing 
process. These records have been 
kept under lock-and-key for over 
two decades.

In the case of the Jerusalem 
Patriarchate’s archives, these are 
of immense interest because many 
key records related to the genocide 
ended up there. A few Armenian 
scholars (most notably Vahakn N. 
Dadrian and Richard G. Hovan-
nisian) have used documents from 
these archives without disclosing 
information about their physical 
condition, or the fact that they are 
not freely accessible. I have been 
told that these materials are now 
in very poor condition because of 
neglect.

I personally tried to gain access 
to these archives twice in the 1990s 
and was simply told that no such 
archives existed. 

The current state of the Jerusa-
lem archives does not seem to be an 
active concern amongst Armenian 
scholars. Perhaps they will show 
interest when Turkish historians 

begin to make the Jerusalem ar-
chives into a political issue. I hope 
no records have been lost through 
neglect because the absence of 
documents will only play into the 
hands of deniers.

Reporter: You have been un-
sparing in your criticism of Arme-
nian scholars. It is axiomatic that 
to maintain high standards, schol-
ars must criticize each other’s work. 
But we tend to see your critiques in 
the Turkish press. Are the normal 
avenues of scholarly peer review 

– book reviews, monographs, argu-
ing in conferences – not working in 
Armenian studies?

Sarafian: I think you are exag-
gerating when you say I have been 

“unsparing” in my criticism. In the 
past 20 years I have reviewed or 
commented on the works of Arme-
nian scholars in Armenian Review, 
Armenian Forum, The Armenian 
Weekly, and Journal of the Society 
for Armenian Studies. In each case 
I have tried to be balanced. Where 
I have criticized, I have done so in 
good faith, with argument, and 
with the knowledge that the people 
concerned can respond. In fact, I 
have welcomed such responses to 
my reviews. This is how scholarship 
works.

On the other hand, I have had 
Armenian scholars tell me I should 
not criticize other Armenian schol-
ars, “because Turks will use such 
criticism against us.” I reject such 
statements as a matter of course. 
I am against censorship, including 
self-censorship, especially in aca-
demia. 

In recent years, I have also made 
remarks in the Turkish press when 
asked about scholarship and the 
politics surrounding scholarship 
related to the Armenian Genocide. 
My comments have been critical 
of some Turkish and Armenian 
authors and institutions. If I have 
been unfair to anyone, I am sure 
the appropriate people will re-
spond to what I have said. I might 
even be shown to be mistaken, in 
which case I will take note and is-
sue a retraction. That is all part of 
the scholarly process.

Reporter: What are you work-
ing on now? Any forthcoming pub-
lications?

Sarafian: I am working full time 
at the Gomidas Institute with sev-
eral publications pending. My per-
sonal research focus right now is on 
the forgotten or silenced Armenian 
sources on the Genocide, especially 
those related to the deportations 
to western Syria in 1915–17. I hope 
to integrate this issue into a broad-
er understanding of the Genocide, 
both for a better understanding of 
the Genocide itself, as well as to 
preclude the manipulation of such 
information by deniers.

Reporter: Thank you. f

Such concerns are not new. In the 
Spring 1995 issue of Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies, scholars Roger 
W. Smith, Erik Markusen, and 
Robert Jay Lifton exposed a long-
standing arrangement by which 
ITS founding executive director 
Heath Lowry served the Turkish 
government in its campaign to dis-
credit scholarship on the Armenian 
Genocide.

A professor of history at the State 
University of New York at Bing-
hamton, Mr. Quataert chaired the 
ITS board of governors from 2001 
until December 13, 2006. In 1985, as 
an associate professor at the Uni-
versity of Houston, he was among 

the 69 Ottoman, Turkish, and Mid-
dle Eastern area scholars who peti-
tioned against a House Joint Reso-
lution that memorialized “the one 
and one half million people of Ar-
menian ancestry who were victims 
of genocide perpetrated in Turkey 
between 1915 and 1923.”

As he recalled the emerging Ot-
toman and Turkish area scholar-
ship of the 1980s from a vantage 
point twenty years later, Prof. Qua-
taert wrote in his book review, “the 
authors were not writing critical 
history but polemics” and “many 
of their works were directly spon-
sored and published by the Turkish 
government.” To date, said MESA, 
most of the scholarship in this area 
still fails to adhere to the highest 

professional standards “and as 
such serves neither the field of Ot-
toman-Turkish studies nor the in-
terests of the Republic of Turkey 
and its citizens.”

Nevertheless, both Prof. Qua-
taert in his review and MESA with 
its 2005 Academic Freedom Award 
lauded the new wave of critical 
thinking in this field – specifically 
mentioning a conference held at 
Istanbul’s Bilgi University “despite 
official intimidation and public 
harassment,” as Prof. Quataert re-
called. Prominent among the orga-
nizers and presenters of that con-
ference were members of the Work-
shop for Armenian/Turkish Schol-
arship, including WATS co-founder 
Fatma Müge Göçek, a sociologist 

at the University of Michigan.
Prof. Göçek, who did not sign the 

“69 scholars” petition, said she was 
surprised to learn from MESA’s let-
ter that she was still an ITS board 
member.

“One problem at ITS seems to be 
that neither the process through 
which who gets invited from among 
the associate members to review 
the grants, nor the proceedings of 
the Board meetings is shared with 
the rest of the ITS body,” she wrote 
in an open letter to the other board 
members. If Prof. Quataert “was 
indeed punished in his capacity as 
the Board chairman for what he 
wrote in his capacity as a research 
scholar,” she added, “then I would 
regard that as an infringement on 

his academic freedom.” Prof. Göçek 
confirmed for the Armenian Re-
porter that in the wake of MESA’s 
letter, two ITS board members had 
already resigned and two more in 
addition to herself were consider-
ing whether to do so.

Addressing Prime Minister 
Erdoğan, MESA pointed out that 

“the attitude towards Dr. Quataert 
sharply contrasts with your govern-
ment’s recent call to leave the debate 
regarding the events of 1915 to the 
independent study and judgment of 
scholars.” The organization called for 
Prof. Quataert to be reinstated and 
ITS endowment funds to be placed 

“in an irrevocable trust immune from 
political interference and infringe-
ment of academic freedom.” f

ITS chair was ousted for acknowledging Armenian Genocide
n Continued from page 1

Sarafian: Genocide deniers weaker today than ever
n Continued from page 2

Ara Sarafian in the new documentary, The Blue Blue. Photo courtesy: Ani Sounds.
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by Dr. Lynn Cetin

BAYSIDE, N.Y.� – Th e Holy Mar-
tyrs Church Educational Ministry 
Program welcomed Fr. Columba 
Stewart to speak on “Preserving Ar-
menian Manuscripts: Th e Work of 
the Hill Museum and Manuscript 
Library,” during a special program 
on March 25.

Fr. Stewart is chair of the de-
partment of Th eology at St. John’s 
School of Th eology in Collegeville, 
Minn., and also serves as the exec-
utive director of the Hill Museum 
and Manuscript Library (hmml). 
He began his presentation in Bay-
side with an overview of the his-
tory of hmml, followed by a de-
scription of new projects related 
to ancient Armenian manuscripts. 
Fr. Columba spoke eloquently and 
passionately about the mission of 
hmml, and supplemented his talk 
with beautiful photographs and an-
ecdotal stories from his travels.

Th e Hill Museum and Manuscript 
Library was founded 40 years ago 
by Benedictine monks, in response 
to the devastating loss of manu-
scripts and books during the two 
World Wars. Since then it has built 
the largest collection of manuscript 
images in the world, having pho-
tographed almost 100,000 manu-
scripts. Since the 1970s, hmml has 
been photographing collections of 
Eastern Christian manuscripts, and 
its collections of Armenian, Syriac, 
and Christian Arabic manuscripts 
are signifi cant resource for the 
study of Eastern Christian manu-
scripts. Th e collection currently 
contains more than 1,300 micro-
fi lms of Armenian manuscripts, 

with outreach eff orts underway to 
several major Armenian centers.

(Th e library’s website, www.
hmml.org, gives detailed informa-
tion on the history of the project.)

During the Bayside presenta-
tion, Fr. Stewart described hmml’s 
mission of preserving manuscript 
images as being driven by three 
considerations: respect for the 
rights of the manuscript owners 
to retain custody of manuscript 

originals; the preservation ben-
efi t of having photographic “back-
ups” of originals; and the benefi t 
to scholars of having a “library of 
libraries.”

He told how manuscript pres-
ervation is done in phases. Phase 
one involves capturing high-qual-
ity images of the manuscripts 
with digital equipment. Because 
of the sensitivity issue of the 
manuscript materials to their 

owners, hmml trains local people 
in the digitization process and 
technical support so that no one 
other than local personnel handle 
the manuscripts. Photographic 
studios are set up in each area 
where manuscripts are located 
to respect the local people who 
are providing the manuscripts 
to hmml. No manuscripts ever 
leave the communities, and cop-
ies of the images remain in these 

communities so that no one can 
question the authenticity of the 
images in the future.

Phase two of the preservation of 
manuscripts requires archiving and 
cataloguing of the digital images. 
Th is is a labor-intensive task which 
needs to be continuously updated 
as technology changes.

Phase three of the preservation 
of manuscripts involves the mis-
sion to provide a needed service to 
researchers and scholars of manu-
scripts, so that anyone, anywhere 
in the world can access these his-
torical treasures. hmml is currently 
raising funds for Armenian-related 
projects in Lebanon, Turkey, and 
Syria. Rich collections in Italy and 
Eastern Europe are also in need of 
preservation.

Holy Martyrs pastor Fr. Vahan 
Hovhanessian expressed gratitude 
to Fr. Stewart for preserving manu-
scripts vitally important to the his-
tory and culture of the Armenian 
people.

For the evening’s program, a 
large group of interested students 
from St. John’s University Arme-
nian Club were in the audience, and 
during the wine and cheese fellow-
ship that followed the presenta-
tion, the young people continued 
discussions with Fr. Stewart about 
his work.

Fr. Hovhanessian and the par-
ish’s Educational Ministry Pro-
gram hold educational events 
throughout the year. For infor-
mation, or to support the Educa-
tional Ministry Program, visit the 
parish website www.holy-martyrs.
org, or contact the church offi  ce at 
(718) 225-0235 or offi  ce@holy-mar-
tytrs.org. �

Bayside parish discusses preservation of Armenian manuscripts

NEW MILFORD, N.J.� – Th e 
Hovnanian School’s alumni as-
sociation hosted a “Texas Hold 
’Em” poker tournament on the 
evening of Saturday, May 17, at 
the school.

A professional company provid-
ed tables and dealers, and food and 
drinks were also served to attend-
ees, all in an eff ort to fundraise for 
the Hovnanian School.

Th ose who did not know how 
to play poker were able to enjoy 
games like backgammon and cards, 
as well.

Th e top fi ve winners of the tour-
nament received some great prizes 

-- including a grand prize of $2,500, 
won by the school’s kindergarten 
teacher, Tania Bakalian.

Th e alumni association expressed 
its gratitude to everyone who took 
part in the fundraiser, to the moth-
ers who donated their time to make 
the food, to the prize donors, and 
to all the table sponsors. Th e poker 
tournament was another eff ort in 
the association’s continuing fund-
raising projects for the Hovnanian 
School. �

At a Hovnanian School fundraiser, 
you gotta know when to hold ’em

Fr. Stewart, of the Hill Museum and Manuscript Library, along with Holy Martyrs Churchpastor Fr. Hovhanessian, members 
of the parish educational ministry program, and attendees at a special program on manuscript preservation.

NEW YORK� – Jack (Hagop) 
Soultanian died on May 21, at the 
age of 90.

Th e son of Gulu Soultanian, and 
brother to Stephan, Elyse, Agvani, 
and Kevork, he was born in Istan-
bul in 1917, and came to America 
in 1933. He worked as a photo en-
graver, and served in the army dur-
ing World War II, for which he was 
awarded the Purple Heart.

In 1946, he married Rose Ham-
parian, his wife of 62 years, who 
survives him. He is also survived 
by their children Takoug, Steve, 
and Jack, Jr., in-laws Ed and Sil-
via, and grandchildren Chad, Mi-
chelle, Stephanie, and Erica. Fam-
ily members said he will be sorely 
missed.

In-lieu-of-fl owers donations in 
Jack Soultanian’s name may be 

sent to the Holy Martyrs Armenian 
Church of Bayside, and to the New 
York Armenian Home for the Aged 
in Flushing. �

Jack Soultanian dies at 90

Jack Soultanian (1917-2008)

TULSA, Okla.� – Barkev Y. Baka-
mjian, a dedicated teacher and an 
accomplished scientist, died on 
Friday, April 25, at his Tulsa home 
in the company of family members 
who had supported him during his 
valiant battle against cancer. He 
was 84.

Bakamjian was born August 17, 
1923, near Beirut, Lebanon, the 
youngest child of Yeghia and San-
toukht Bakamjian, survivors of the 
Armenian Genocide. He attended 
an English missionary orphanage 
grammar school led by his father, 
who taught him to place a high val-
ue on education. He moved on to 
a French secondary school before 
studying at the American Univer-
sity of Beirut, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in physics in 1944 
and a bachelor’s degree in civil en-
gineering in 1946.

In September 1946, Barkev trav-
eled by ship to the United States 
along with his older sister, Veroni-
ca, a doctor, to start a new life. He 
earned a master’s degree in physics 
from Columbia University in 1947 
and a doctorate in physics from Co-
lumbia in 1953. He and his Colum-
bia faculty advisor, L.H. Th omas, 
published a paper in Physical Re-
view in December 1953 titled “Rela-
tivistic Particle Dynamics, II” that 
has been cited in more than 200 
other articles.

Also in December 1953, Barkev, 
married the former Grace M. Nori-
an, and the two enjoyed a marriage 
remarkable tenderness and depth 
of love.

Prof. Bakamjian was an instruc-
tor or assistant professor of engi-
neering or physics at several insti-
tutions during his fi rst 15 years in 
the United States: at the New York 

Maritime College, the University of 
Oklahoma, the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley, the University of 
Minnesota Duluth, Northeastern 
University, and fi nally at Pennsyl-
vania State University.

His passion for teaching was 
expressed in many less formal set-
tings after he left academics for 
a career in industry. Bakamjian 
worked at the Schlumberger-Doll 
Research Center in Ridgefi eld, 
Conn., from 1961 to 72, guiding the 
mathematics department during 
most of his tenure there. After two 
years in research and development 
with Addressograph-Multigraph 
Corp. in the Cleveland, Ohio, area, 
he returned to the petroleum in-
dustry, working as a geophysicist 
at the Amoco Research Center in 
Tulsa from 1974 until his retire-
ment in 1992.

He briefl y served as a research 
associate at the University of Tul-
sa following his retirement from 
Amoco, and in 1994 participated in 
a U.S. Department of Energy con-
ference in Armenia focused on the 
newly independent former Soviet 
state’s energy future.

An amateur violinist, he shared 
a love of music with his wife Grace, 
a pianist and piano teacher. Th ey 
were active together in Tulsa’s clas-
sical music scene for 30 years.

While living in Pennsylvania and 
Connecticut, Barkev and Grace 
were industrious Unitarian-Univer-
salists, playing instrumental roles 
in starting two U.U. fellowships.

Th ey have been active supporters 
of Armenian causes, especially edu-
cation and relief eff orts.

He is survived by his wife 
Grace; a brother, Dr. Vahram 
Bakamjian of Port Washington, 

N.Y.; his three sons, Ted and Tim 
Bakamjian of Tulsa, and David 
Bakamjian of Woodside, N.Y.; and 
three grandchildren, Josh, Alli-
son, and Jeff . Barkev’s sister, Ve-
ronica Bakamjian, preceded him 
in death.

Family members related that 
Barkev Bakamjian will be remem-
bered for his warm smile and gener-
ous spirit, as well as for his intellect 
and professional accomplishments. 
A service celebrating his life was 
held May 3 at All Souls Unitarian 
Church in Tulsa.

In-lieu-of-fl owers donations 
may be made to the Armenian 
Missionary Association of Amer-
ica (31 West Century Road, Para-
mus, N.J., 07652); gifts in Barkev 
Bakamjian’s honor will be direct-
ed to the amaa’s child education 
eff orts. �

Physicist and teacher Barkev 
Bakamjian dies at 84

Barkev Bakamjian (1923-2008).
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“Art @ the Cathedral: 
Giving Form to Faith” 
will open June 19
NEW YORK� – It was 1968 when 
St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral 
opened its doors to faithful, at the 
corner of 34th Street and Second 
Avenue in Manhattan. Th is unique-
ly beautiful edifi ce stands in New 
York City as an eloquent tribute to 
traditional Armenian architecture: 
the culmination of the dreams of 
Armenians who never lost sight 
of their vision to create a spiritual 
home and symbol for Armenians in 
the new world.

Th is year marks 40 years since 
the sanctuary’s consecration, and 
the cathedral -- along with the ad-
jacent Diocesan Center and plaza -- 
has planned a series of celebrations 
to honor this signifi cant milestone.

Th e fi rst of these, scheduled for 
Th ursday, June 19, will focus on the 
role of the arts at St. Vartan Ca-
thedral. 

Th e event will combine a pro-
gram of music with the opening of 
an art exhibition, titled “Art @ the 
Cathedral: Giving Form to Faith.” 
Th e art exhibit will encompass the 
works of such Armenian masters 
as Arshile Gorky, Reuben Nakian 
and Hovsep Pushman, as well as 
numerous contemporary artists 
whose works are being displayed 
under the aegis of the Eastern Di-
ocese of the Armenian Church of 
America for the fi rst time.

Th e opening reception is sched-
uled for 5:30 p.m., with remarks at 
6:45 p.m.

Classical and 
contemporary art
Th e exhibition was a result of the 
desire of Diocesan Primate Arch-
bishop Khajag Barsamian to 

highlight part of the collection of 
the Diocese, and also to bring to-
day’s artists to the attention of the 
community.

Exhibiting classical and con-
temporary art together illustrates 
the continuum linking the art-
works of the past, present, and 
future. Various media, including 
painting, photography and video 
art, will be represented. A curato-
rial committee chaired by Vicki 
Hovanessian has selected and 
organized the works slated for 
display.

Th e musical program for June 
19, put together by master pianist 
Şahan Arzruni, will take place 
in the cathedral sanctuary and is 
slated for 7:30 p.m. Among the per-
formers will be veteran soprano 
Lucine Amara, gifted cellist Ani 
Aznavoorian and Mr. Arzruni 
himself on piano.

Lucine Amara is one of the 
treasures not only of the Arme-
nian community but of the entire 
musical world, who has adorned 
the Metropolitan Opera for 41 
consecutive seasons. Her elegant 
stage presence ranked her among 
the most distinguished and be-
loved stars during what has 
come to be known as the “Golden 
Age” of the Metropolitan Opera. 

In the words of Time magazine, 
Miss Amara has “brought to the 
stage the kind of dazzling vo-
cal splendor that made the Met 
famous. By sheer longevity and 
her phenomenal vocal talent, she 
remains a dramatic artist of the 
highest order.

Cellist Ani Aznavoorian, a na-
tive of Chicago, is in demand as 
a soloist and chamber musician 
with some of the world’s most 
recognized ensembles, including 
the Chicago Symphony Orches-
tra, the Boston Pops, the Tokyo 
Philharmonic, the Helsinki Phil-
harmonic, the International Se-
jong Soloists, the Indianapolis 
Philharmonic, and the Juilliard 
Orchestra. Ms. Aznavoorian has 
also appeared as recitalist and 
chamber musician throughout 
the United States, Italy, France, 
Finland, Yugoslavia, Japan, Ko-
rea, Australia, Taiwan, and Can-
ada. She was recently hailed by 
the Los Angeles Times as a “cel-
list who shows great sensitivity 
and great virtuosity at all mo-
ments.”

At the concert on June 19, she 
will perform Adam Khudoyan’s 
First Sonata for solo cello, Edvard 
Mirzoyan’s “Poem” and Alexander 
Harutiunyan’s “Impromptu.”

Şahan Arzruni, who will as-
sist both Lucine Amara and Ani 
Aznavoorian at the piano, just 
returned from Istanbul, where 
he organized the cultural events 
celebrating the 175th anniver-
sary of the foundation of Sourp 
Prgich Armenian Hospital. Mr. 
Arzruni was the executive pro-
ducer on a compact disc record-
ing featuring the music of some 
15 composers who were born in 
Asia Minor during the reigns of 
Ottoman and Republic of Turkey. 
On May 1 and 2, two concerts 
were presented at the Turkish 
University of Bosphorus to in-
troduce the music and artists 
featured on the CD. On Septem-
ber 28, Mr. Arzruni will present 

a similar concert at New York’s 
Merkin Hall under the auspices 
of the Istanbul Hospital.

Serene, mystical, 
mysterious
In an interview, Mr. Arzruni said 
he hoped that the June concert 
would rekindle the tradition of 
presenting musical performanc-
es in St. Vartan Cathedral. “Th e 
structure acoustically enhances 
the tone of stringed instruments, 
and shows off  the voice to great 
advantage. Th e space is serene, 
mystical and mysterious.”

Th e June 19 concert is being 
made possible through the gen-
erosity of the Edward and Grace 
Alexanian Fund. Mr. Alexanian 
chaired the Bronx chapter of the 
fundraising committee that built 
the cathedral, and was also part of 
the groundbreaking ceremonies.

Chairing the 40th consecra-
tion anniversary commemorative 
events throughout the coming 
months are Sandra Shahinian 
Leitner and Lynn Beylerian, 
with guidance from Fr. Mardiros 
Chevian, dean of the cathedral.

Tickets for the concert are avail-
able by calling (212) 686-0710. Th e 
admission is $20 for adults, and 
$15 for students. Th e art exhibi-
tion is free and will run through 
June 24. �

St. Vartan Cathedral will honor its 40th anniversary with a 
concert and art exhibit

Şahan Arzruni. Lucine Amara. Ani Aznavoorian.
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by Yvette K. Harpootian

WATERTOWN, Mass.� – On 
Sunday afternoon, May 18, at the 
Armenian Library and Museum of 
America (alma), lovely and haunt-
ing Armenian melodies accompa-
nied an hour of discussing “Th e Art 
of Translating Poetry.” Th e forum, 
moderated by alma librarian Berj 
Chekijian, featured Diana Der-
Hovanessian discussing her ap-
proach to the challenge of translat-
ing Armenian poetry, and reading 
poems she selected as perennial 
favorites.

Besides moderating the discus-
sion, Chekijian recited the poems 
in Armenian after Der-Hovanes-
sian read them in English. His 
strong and vibrant voice would 
crescendo and then subtly fade in 
perfect rhythm to the poems; and 
the accompanying Armenian mu-
sic performed by pianist by Ani 
Hovsepian blended beautifully 
with the voices, making this a truly 
memorable afternoon.

Th e program began with a discus-
sion of the challenges of translat-
ing Armenian poetry.

“Armenians are the only nation 
that has a church holiday called 
the Day of the Holy Translators,” 
Chekijian said. “And since the be-
ginning of Armenian literature, 
the fi nest poets have also been the 
fi nest translators.” He turned to 
Der-Hovanessian and asked her to 
explain how she approached the 
demanding art of translating Ar-
menian poetry.

She explained that fi rst, the 
translator owes the poet the best 
possible translation into the second 

language. After all, the poet’s style 
and work can only emerge through 
the skill of the translator.

Second, the translator has a debt 
to the poem. “It has to be closest in 
music that he can get to the origi-
nal. Th at means word order is often 
changed. Armenian is infl ected, it 
has built-in rhymes,” Der-Hovanes-
sian said.

Th ird, the translator owes the 
reader the purest fi delity to the 
poem as the original poet wrote 
it -- which must override what the 
translator may want it to say. “Th e 
art of translation is the art of poet-
ry, but it’s someone else’s poem you 
are crafting and giving a second life 
to,” Der-Hovanessian added.

Diana began doing translations 
after a Bulgarian poet asked her to 
help him with an anthology of Bul-
garian poetry. She realized, howev-
er, that before she could help him, 
she needed to off er Armenians an 
anthology of their fi nest verse; the 
only other eff ort, by Alice Stone 
Blackwell, had been long out of 
print.

Since its publication, Diana 
Der-Hovanessian’s Anthology of 
Armenian Poetry has been integral 
in documenting and promoting 
Armenian poetry throughout the 
English-speaking world.

Literal, but not poetry
She began her selection of read-
ings with one of the oldest known 
poems in Armenian, about the sun 
god, “Th e Birth of Vahakn,”…Yergn-
er Yergir Yev.

Continuing the theme of sun 
worship before the nation em-
braced Christianity was a poem by 
the medieval poet Koutchag: “Early 
in the morning the sun in my eyes 
/ I met one more lovely than sun or 
moon rise.”

Eventually, from such pagan 
themes of light came the light of 
Christianity, beautifully described 
in St. Gregory of Narek’s prayer, 

“Oh righteous sun, blessed light, lu-
minous image … Creator Christ.”

Pausing between reading the po-
ems, Diana imparted that “Trans-
lating poetry isn’t the same as 

translating a simple sentence. It’s 
putting it back into another poem. 
I translate because before I started, 
translations of our poetry were all 
by academics, not poets. Th ey were 
literal, word for word, and correct 

-- but they were not poetry.”
She defi ned the three main in-

fl uences on modern Armenian po-
etry: ancient folk songs and poems, 
the chant, and the Genocide. Po-
ets such as Siamanto wrote of the 
destruction of families and homes, 
typifi ed by a sad, poignant poem 
often read at funerals: “Apm mu 
mokhir.”

Another poet, Vahan Tekeyan, 
wrote a very bitter poem, “We shall 
say to God,” recited with intense 
emotion by Diana and Berj. In con-
trast was a memorable love poem 
by Vahan Derian, “I love your dark 
and wicked eyes.”

Der-Hovanessian also discussed 
several other poets, giving brief facts 
about their lives and how they wrote.

Th e program was rich and infor-
mative, enhanced by Hovsepian’s 
playing and Chekijian’s dramatic 
recitations. At the close of the pre-
sentation, Diana Der-Hovanessian 
graciously answered questions, 
sharing her insight and love for the 
world of poetry, and for Armenians 
and their poetry.

Th e modern poet she chose to 
conclude the program was Iran-
born Yeghishe Charents. His best-
loved poem is “Yes eem anoush 
Hayastani” -- which Diana rendered 
as, “I love the sun-sweet taste of 
Armenian words.” Th e poem and its 
sentiment were the perfect ending 
to a program devoted to the beauty 
of Armenian poetry and the art of 
translating it. �

Diana Der-Hovanessian discusses the art of translating poetry

Author of over 23 books of poetry 
and translations, Der-Hovanes-
sian continues to teach and write. 
She is president of the New Eng-
land Poetry Club, and has received 
awards from the NEA and the Po-
etry Society of America, among 
others. Her most recent role as an 
ambassador of Armenian poetry 
came last November, when she 
was a guest at the Taipei Poetry 
Festival in Taiwan.

She has twice been a Fulbright 
professor in Armenia, and has 
published two new books of po-
ems, Th e Second Question and her 
most recent translation, Th e Other 
Voice: Armenian Women’s Poetry.

Diana Der-Hovanessian

At alma, Diana Der-Hovanessian (center) explains her translations of important 
Armenian poems, as pianist Ani Hovsepian provides a musical accompaniment. 
alma librarian Berj Chekijian (right) was on hand to recite the selected poems in 
Armenian.

Diana Der-Hovanessian.



Community
Th e Armenian Reporter | May 24, 2008 7

BAYSIDE, N.Y.� – On the after-
noon of Sunday May 4, the Arad-
zani Dance Group of Holy Martyrs 
Armenian Church presented a pro-
gram of Armenian songs and danc-
es from the region of Kharpert.

Following Fr. Vahan Hovha-
nessian’s prayer and welcoming 
remarks, the program proceeded 
with live music provided by the 
Tarpnian family, featuring John 
on the oud, his brother Jerry on 
dumbeg, and John’s daughter Lisa 
on vocals. When Lisa sang Hars ou 
pesa, the Aradzani juniors danced 
behind the “bride” and “groom,” 
played by Margaret Sakar and Ar-
men Demirjian (the latter of whom 
was also celebrating his seventh 
birthday).

Th e Holy Martyrs Junior Choir 
under the direction of Shoushan 
Saraydarian and Talar Aydin sang 
a medley of songs from the Kharp-
ert region, and ended the pro-
gram with the patriotic song, Yerk 
Bantkhdoutian.

A novel dance called the Chayda 
chira, or the candle dance, was per-
formed by the senior members of 
the Aradzani troupe.

Th e seniors group also danced 
two versions of the Chnkoush Ha-
lay, which is said to embody the 

“soul” of the Armenians. One ver-
sion was taught to the group by 

Aradzani member Shakeh Hartu-
nian, who learned the steps from 
her father.

Th anks to instructor Robert Ha-
routunian’s extensive research the 
group mastered fi ve variations of 
the Tamzara, including the “couple 

version” from Palu featuring the 
hands joined behind the back at 
waist level and a triple turn. Ac-
cording to the late Arsen Anooshi-
an, an authority on Armenian folk 
dancing, the name “Tamzara” is 
derived from “Tammuz Ara,” an 

ancient fertility divinity of pagan 
Armenia.

Th e Aradzani dance group per-
forms the pre-1915 Armenian danc-
es in their original state, without 
choreography. Robert Haroutunian 
provided extensive background in-

formation for the performance, and 
set up a display of historic pictures 
from the Kharpert region. Th e pro-
gram, both entertaining and educa-
tional, showed that the songs and 
dances of Kharpert still resonate 
deeply in Armenian culture. .�

Holy Martyrs’ Aradzani dance group performs the dances of Kharpert

Th e junior 
members 
of Bayside’s 
Aradzani dance 
group surround 
the “hars” and 

“pesa” (Margaret 
Sakar and Armen 
Demirjian) 
during a May 4 
performance

BELMONT, Mass.� – Dr. Razmik 
Panossian, of the International 
Center for Human Rights and 
Democratic Development in Mon-
treal, Canada, will give a lecture 
titled “Change without Transition: 
Politics in Post-Soviet Armenia” on 
Monday, June 9, at 7:30 p.m., at 
the National Association for Arme-
nian Studies and Research (naasr) 
Center, 395 Concord Ave., in Bel-
mont. Dr. Panossian’s lecture will 
be co-sponsored by naasr and the 
Armenian Relief Society Summer 
Youth Program.

Panossian’s lecture will exam-
ine the challenges contemporary 
Armenia faces in its post-Soviet 
transition. It will focus primarily 
on the political processes that have 
led to regime changes, including 
problematic elections and violence, 
the long-term consequences of the 
Karabakh confl ict, and the role of 
the diaspora.

Dr. Razmik Panossian is the 
author of Th e Armenians: From 
Kings and Priests to Merchants and 
Commissars (Columbia University 
Press), which traces the evolution 
of Armenia and Armenian collec-
tive identity from its beginnings 
down to the present day. Panos-
sian received a Ph.D. from the 
London School of Economics and 
Political Science. His dissertation 
won the 2001 Lord Bryce Prize for 
Best Dissertation in Comparative 
and International Politics, award-
ed by the UK Political Studies 
Association. He is currently the 
director of Program and Policy at 
the International Center for Hu-
man Rights and Democratic De-
velopment.

Admission to the event is free 
(donations appreciated). Ample 
parking is available around the 
building and in adjacent areas. 
Th e lecture will begin promptly 
at 7:30 p.m. Information on the 
lecture is available by calling (617) 
489-1610, or by e-mailing hq@na-
asr.org. �

Panossian 
to speak at 
naasr
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WATERTOWN, Mass.� – Th e 
Armenia Tree Project (atp) and a 
number of co-sponsoring organiza-
tions will host a public forum on 
Th ursday, June 19, titled “Sustain-
able Development Strategies for 
Armenia’s Future,” at the Armenian 
Cultural Foundation, in Arlington, 
Mass.

According to studies by interna-
tional forestry experts, Armenia 
is one of the vulnerable countries 
with a forest cover of less than 
10 percent. As a result, Armenia 
faces challenges caused by erosion, 
landslides, water management, cli-
mate change, and desertifi cation. 
A number of factors have contrib-
uted to this crisis, some of which 
are related to geopolitics, poverty, 
corruption, and poor land manage-
ment practices.

Since 1994, Armenia Tree Project 
(atp) has been working to imple-

ment solutions to these problems 
by planting trees at hundreds of 
urban and rural areas around the 
country.

Th e June 19 forum will highlight 
the next phase of this work. It pro-
gram will begin with the screening 
of a recent documentary fi lm by 
Vem Media Arts of Yerevan, fol-
lowed by a presentation by atp ex-
ecutive director Jeff  Masarjian and 
Zachary Parisa of the Yale Univer-
sity School of Forestry and Envi-
ronmental Studies.

Mr. Parisa has done fi eld work in 
the forests of northern Armenia, 
near atp’s 15-acre Mirak Family Re-
forestation Nursery in Margahovit 
Village, and he is drafting a sustain-
able forestry manual for Armenia.

Th is event is being co-sponsored 
by the Armenia Tree Project, the 
Armenian Assembly, Armenian 
Cultural Foundation, Armenian 

Environmental Network, Arme-
nian National Committee, and Vem 
Media Arts.

“We are very excited to be collabo-
rating with these organizations, all 
which have recently partnered with 
atp to spread the message about 
sustainable development and the 
threat of deforestation,” said Ma-
sarjian. “It is our sincere hope that 
the list of organizations grows in 
the coming years as we advance 
our reforestation programs in Ar-
menia.”

Th e Th ursday, June 19 event will 
begin with a complimentary re-
ception at 6:00 p.m., followed by 
a public presentation at 7:00 p.m. 
Th e Armenian Cultural Foundation 
is located at 441 Mystic Avenue, 
Arlington, Mass. Seating is limited, 
so rsvp by June 13 by calling (781) 
646-3090, or by e-mailing acf.hmh@
verizon.net.  �

Armenia Tree Project will co-sponsor a forum on sustainable 
development strategies

Zachary Parisa 
(right) from the 
Yale University 
School of 
Forestry and 
Environmental 
Studies has done 
fi eld work in 
Armenia’s forests 
near ATP’s 
Mirak Family 
Reforestation 
Nursery and 
he is drafting 
a sustainable 
forestry manual 
for Armenia. 
Photo: Kathryn 
Howard.

by Tom Vartabedian

ANDOVER, Mass.� – Over the 
past quarter century, vocalist Sandi 
Bedrosian has performed at dozens 
of venues from the posh Ritz Carl-
ton Hotel to the rollicking Spirit of 
Boston cruises.

She’s starred in numerous musi-
cal productions like Fiorello, Carou-
sel and Die Fledermaus and opened 
for national acts like Barbara Man-
drell, Sheena Easton, and Gary 
Charrone of Van Halen.

She credits her musical infl u-
ences to Julie Andrews, Cecilia 
Bartoli, Andrea Bocelli, Nat King 
Cole, Ella Fitzgerald, Judy Gar-
land, Sting --- and her parents. 
Her logo reads: “Dedicated to Mu-
sical Excellence.”

Whether performing solo or 
with her Sandi Bedrosian Trio, this 
46-year-old diva has conquered the 
world of music in a big way and her 
career knows no bounds, whether 
it’s jazz, classical, contemporary or 
rhythm and blues. 

Bedrosian owns a voice studio 
in Andover and works as a teacher 
and vocal coach to new and profes-
sional artists when not singing her-
self. (Check out her website: sand-
ibedrosian.com.)

In this interview, the woman be-
hind the microphone talked about 
her role.

���
Tom Vartabedian: What’s your 

background, Sandi?
Sandi Bedrosian: I grew up 

with music in my home. My father 
sang and performed in Armenian 
musicals and operettas. Mom had 
a voice, too. My older brother is 
a music major and runs a piano 
school with his wife. My sister is 
also musical. She teaches and danc-
es as well. I earned my degree from 
UMass/Lowell and give private in-
struction at my voice studio in An-
dover and at Milton Academy.

TV: How would you compare 
teaching with performing?

SB: Teaching is a wonderful way 
to continue the process of learning 
and if you’re lucky, it also keeps you 
humble. Performing keeps me in 
shape -- and in the loop. You’ve got 
to be in the running.

TV: What is your Armenian 
background? Which Armenian 
composer/singer impresses you 
the most? What’s your opinion of 
Armenian music?

SB: My entire family was involved 
with the Armenian Church, Sunday 
School, parish council and choir. I 

had the opportunity to join the Ye-
revan Choral Society conducted by 
Fr. Oshagan Minassian when I was 
just 16. Th at exposed me to these 
brilliant Armenian works and sing-
ing in Armenian.

TV: What type of music do you 
prefer most?

SB: I have always loved the music 
of the ’30s and ’40s. Perhaps I’m 
a throwback. It seems to suit me 
-- singing Gershwin, Berlin and 
Ellington. Th e music is timeless. 
However, I’m also very drawn to 
Motown and Mozart. How con-
trary!

TV: Where does Armenian music 
rank?

SB: It still fl ows through my 
veins as though I am cued the mo-
ment I hear the minor keys and 
Middle Eastern rhythms. I’ve 
made a promise to myself that 
my future performances and next 
CD will embrace my Armenian 
heritage. Th e music is brilliant and 
quite profound. It can express the 
emotional journey and resound-
ing spirit of a people so driven to 
survive.

TV: How did you start singing 
and who inspired you?

SB: I can’t remember ever not 
singing -- in the car, the shower, 
my room, the backyard. But I sang 
very quietly. My mom would al-
ways says, “Can you please sing a 
little louder so we can hear you, 
too?” She was lovely and truly 
amazing. Dad encouraged me, too. 
“Now don’t force your voice. Let 
it out naturally,” he used to say. 

His tenor voice was beautiful. But 
they were not professional sing-
ers. Th ey ran a small dry cleaning 
business.

TV: Where did you go from 
there?

SB: No one really knew I could 
sing until I was in my late teens. 
Aside from my parents, I was great-
ly infl uenced by Nat King Cole, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Judy Garland and Julie 
Andrews to name a few. I sang my 
fi rst paying job at a wedding cer-
emony as a church soloist when 
I was 17. Hmmm? Maybe that’s 
where it all began?

TV: Tell me something about 
your Trio and the Baboian Quartet 
connection?

SB: My jazz trio has been per-
forming around New England for 
the past 12 years, keeping the mu-
sic of the great American songbook 
alive. My musicians are some of the 
best in Greater Boston and it’s a 
joy for me to work with them. I am 
grateful for their artistic talent and 
musical camaraderie.

John Baboian and I met on a gig 
about eight years ago and were both 
astonished that our musical paths 
had never crossed. He’s a brilliant 
musician whose guitar skills are 
stellar. I love working with him.

TV: What are some highlights of 
your 25-year career?

SB: In the 1990s, I shared billing 
with some headline artists such as 
Barbara Mandrell, Sheena Easton, 
and Gary Charrone. Th at was excit-
ing! Th eir level of talent, up close 
and personal, exceeds any notion 
you may have in your mind.

TV: Any disappointments?
SB: Being in the performing arts 

always brings some disappoint-
ments. You can’t please all of the 
people all of the time, as they say. 
So you continue to do what you 
love and do the best you can.

TV: Why are you so passionate 
about music, and what does it do 
for your life?

SB: Sometimes I think music 
chose me. When I was very young, 
I spent a lot of time doing very 
artistic thinks like drawing and 
singing and listening to famous 
recording artists -- trying to emu-
late them to unravel their artis-
tic qualities and what made them 
so amazing. Somehow, I found a 
wonderful creative vehicle – a way 
to express myself through music 
and lyrics. A song becomes my 
canvas.

TV: How do you prepare your-
self for a gig? And what’s your most 
challenging role?

SB: Th ere are many things a 
singer does to prepare, depending 
on the venue, repertoire and the 
singer. Generally, there are vocal 
warm-ups, hydrating with lots of 
water and fi nding some calming 
way to relax and compose yourself, 
maybe say a little prayer. Person-
ally, I do all of the above, and it 
actually helps.

TV: How demanding is opera, 
say, to jazz or Broadway?

SB: I have sung a lot of light 
classical, liturgical and some op-
era. Preparing to sing a soprano 
aria with my mezzo soprano range 
was somewhat challenging for the 
part of Rosalinda in Die Fledermaus 
when I was in my 20s.

I am moved by Andrea Bocelli’s 
voice because he does what I have 
always said I would do. Th at is, 
transcending vocally from the clas-
sical realm to contemporary or 
pop eff ortlessly and authentically. 
If I were asked to chose one genre 
of music and sing only that reper-
toire, it would be sad. I thrive on 
versatility.

TV: What was your most mean-
ingful encounter with a diva or 
some other recording star?

SB: It would have to be Tom Sul-
livan. I sang in the late 1990s with 
a jazz quintet that was hired to 
play at a wedding reception. Th e 
uncle of the bride happened to be 
Tom Sullivan, a well-known vocal-
ist/pianist from the 1970s. Mr. 

Sullivan was an idol of mine from 
the time I was a little girl. His mu-
sicianship was unparalleled, soul-
ful and riveting. I screamed out 
his name as he walked by with his 
seeing-eye dog. He seemed quite 
fl attered. Later, we sang together 
and he told me his next project 
was to take up skydiving. I’m not 
kidding. Th e man was remark-
able. 

TV: Your favorite piece of mu-
sic?

SB: It would have to be Gershwin 
or “Panis Angelicas” (“Bread of the 
Angels”) or “How Great Th ou Art.” 
Or my absolute favorite Armenian 
song, “Eenchoo terrard yev heratza-
hd.” Oh, gosh! Is that even a title?

TV: What’s ahead? Where do you 
see yourself 10 years from now?

SB: No huge visions of gran-
deur, just to be the best I can be 
and successful at it. As a young 
aspiring singer, I’ve always strived 
for perfection but I’ve never been 
very competitive. However, I tru-
ly appreciate how supportive and 
receptive people have been over 
the years and plan to fi nally fi nish 
my jazz CD for release by year’s 
end.

TV: Anything else you wish to 
add?

SB: I really owe everything I am 
to my late parents. I am very grate-
ful that somehow, someway I have 
been able to do something I love. I 
thank God for that. �

Sandi Bedrosian turns jazz into pizzazz

Vocalist Sandi Bedrosian.

TENAFLY, N.J.� – Kourken 
Arshag Daglian celebrated his 
90th birthday last week, sur-
rounded by more than 35 rela-
tives and friends.

According to Krikor Daglian, 
Kourken and his parents, Elise 
and Parnag, came to America 
from Turkey in 1923 to start a 
new life after the horrors they 
had witnessed in their home-
land.

For more than 50 years, 
Kourken worked as a dentist and 
oral surgeon in New York City. 
He also served in the 101st Air-
borne Division as a captain dur-
ing World War II and the Korean 
War. Mr. Daglian has made his 
home for the past 45 years in 
Tenafl y, where his four children 
were raised. �

Family and friends celebrate 90th 
birthday of Kourken Daglian

Kourken Daglian.
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L.A. organizations will join forces to fundraise for an epic fi lm 
on Armenian history
LOS ANGELES� – On Sunday, 
June 22, the producers behind the 
forthcoming fi lm East of Byzantium 
will stage a show-stopping fund-
raiser sponsored by several Arme-
nian organizations.

Th e event will help support the 
production of a fi lm about Armenia 
during the last days of the Roman 
Empire, which its producers call a 
cross between Braveheart, Th e Pas-
sion of the Christ, and 300.

East of Byzantium is being 
planned as a state-of-the-art spe-
cial eff ects fi lm helmed by writer/
director Roger Kupelian, whose 
fi lm production company, Fugitive 
Studios, specializes in award-win-
ning visual eff ects -- including such 
recent credits as the fi lms Clover-
fi eld and Charlie Wilson’s War.

At the June 22 event, Alex Kal-
ognomos, director of the Arpa In-
ternational Film Festival, will serve 
as master of ceremonies. Th e event 
will unveil brand new footage of 
the fi lm and present special guest 
speakers, entertainers, and the 
fi lm’s cast and crew, which includes 
Vahe Berberian.

According to Kalognomos, “Th e 
characters of East of Byzantium are 
epic men and women of Armenian 

history – Gregory the Illuminator, 
Vartan Mamigonian, and the great 
warrior goddess Anahita. We hope 
fi lm audiences worldwide will em-
brace them as heroes of humanity 
as well as heroes of a blockbuster 
Hollywood fi lm.”

Th e Armenian General Benevo-
lent Union’s Young Professionals 
group of Los Angeles (agbu-yp la), 
the Kaiser Permanente Armenian 
Association (kpaa), and the Arpa 
Foundation for Film, Music and 
Art (affma), are among the orga-
nizations leading the joint eff ort 
to fundraise for East of Byzantium. 
Th e goal for the evening is to raise 
$50,000 in donations, which will go 
towards pre-production costs like 
hiring a top screenwriter, casting 
director, and actors.

According to the producers, Serj 
Tankian of the rock band System 
Of A Down has confi rmed that he 
will score the soundtrack for the 
fi lm, and top Hollywood agencies 
have been meeting with East of Byz-
antium fi lmmakers to develop and 
package the fi lm.

Community eff ort
Fr. Andon Saroyan of the St. 
Gregory Armenian Church, who 

hosted an East of Byzantium fund-
raiser in April, said of the project: 
“Vartan Mamigonian and his pre-
decessors portrayed during the 
150-year arc of East of Byzantium 
fought for spiritual ideals that are 
still pertinent today.” He added: 
“Kupelian has gathered a team of 
dedicated professionals from ev-
ery cultural background who fi nd 
value in this story of fi ghting for 
one’s identity.”

During last month’s commemo-
ration of the Armenian Genocide, 
St. Gregory’s A & M Hovsepian 
School principal Shahe Manker-
ian referenced the fi lm project to 
teach his students about the issue 
of Armenian survival. “I wanted 
my students to do something posi-

tive for the sake of their identity. 
Supporting East of Byzantium is 
part of that.”

Mankerian introduced the pro-
ducers to his students and made a 
donation to Kupelian’s fi lm by pur-
chasing the painting “451: Th e Last 
Stand.” As a method of fundraising, 
Kupelian commissioned an exclu-
sive series of limited edition prints 
based on East of Byzantium concept 
art. (Th e paintings and other items 
inspired by the fi lm’s heroic charac-
ters and by landscapes of Armenia 
are available for viewing at www.
itsmyseat.com, or by calling (323) 
666-6626.

Th e June 22 event is the third 
major East of Byzantium fundrais-
er staged in Los Angeles. “We are 

making this fi lm with the support 
of our community,” said Roger Ku-
pelian. “We stage these events not 
only to fundraise and share our 
vision, but also to unite our com-
munity so we can accomplish this 
goal.”

“Our fi rst fundraiser was at-
tended by over 400 guests on Oscar 
night. We hope to have 800 people 
attend this event and learn about 
our work,” added Kupelian.

“Th is is a signifi cant time,” noted 
Alex Kalognomos. “Th e Hollywood 
industry is supporting the burst of 
talent and creativity of Armenian 
fi lmmakers working in our commu-
nity. It’s a major movement lead by 
Roger Kupelian and his vision for 
East of Byzantium.”

Th e East of Byzantium fi lm pro-
duction fundraiser (sponsored by 
affma, agbu-yp, and kpaa) will 
take place on Sunday, June 22, 
at 6:00 p.m., at 3229 Casitas Av-
enue, in Los Angeles. Tickets are 
available at www.ItsMySeat.com 
(for a tax-deductible donation of 
$40 pre-sale, or $50 at the door). 
For information, or to volunteer 
for the event, visit www.Eastof-
Byzantium.com, or call (323) 666-
6626. �

Parents and 
students face 
daunting choices

by Sylvie Tertzakian

Two girlfriends and I have made 
a tradition to get together for 
monthly lunches. Of course, the 
food is secondary. What matters 
is the substance of our conversa-
tions. We cover every possible topic 
under the Southern California 
sun: our kids, politics, vacations, 
etc. Th e last two lunches, however, 
have been focused around the topic 
of college admissions. I must say 
that since my children have already 
joined the workforce, most of the 
discussion took place between my 
two friends. I was merely an ob-
server, interjecting a few questions 
and comments.

Both friends have bypassed the 
public-school system and have in-
stead opted to send their kids to 
the same exclusive private school. 
Th ey have done so to off er them 
the highest standard of education, 
in smaller-size classes under strict 
supervision, as well as to protect 
them from the environment of 
drugs, alcohol, and sex. Further-
more, both mothers believe that 
the move will ensure that their 
children excel and compete for the 
limited spots in the top universi-
ties of the nation. Does this mean 
that the public schools off er sub-
standard education? Are the public 
schools in the danger zones of the 
above mentioned-risky elements? 
In my observation, many students 
who have graduated from public 
schools have made it to the top 
universities; they have resisted the 
above-mentioned temptations. In 
my opinion, parental involvement 
and guidance are the key elements. 

Th e topic of fi nancing their kids’ 
education never came up. Luck-
ily for them, that was a non-issue. 
While the governor of California 
is proposing to slash higher-edu-
cation funding by about 10, tens 
of thousands of qualifi ed students 

will not be admitted to the state 
system. Th e plan will reduce the 
number of enrollment in the state 
system by 27,000 in the next two 
to three years (Los Angeles Times, 
April 17). In addition, given the rise 
in tuition costs and the exorbitant 
tuition that private universities 
charge, the near future does not 
bode well for the incoming fresh-
men. Th e only factor that mattered 
for my friends is their kids’ admis-
sion into the top public/private 
universities.   

To respect their privacy, I will call 
them Linda and Alice. Linda’s older 
child is graduating next month 
from one of the Ivy League univer-
sities. Th e younger one has to make 
her decision, by May 1, as to which 
university she wants to say yes to. 
Th e most diffi  cult deadline – March 
31, 5:00 p.m. eastern time, when 
the students got their fi nal yes/no 
answers from the universities – has 
come and gone.

Alice’s two kids are still in high 
school; her oldest will be a senior 
this coming year. Th e anxiety level 
at the table made me question if it 
was fair for them to involve me in 
their angst-driven conversation. 
I listened to them with both ad-
miration and horror. Admiration, 
because they are 100 involved 
parents who help their kids with 
every step of the admission pro-
cess: they stay up late at night 
while their students study, they 
help them out with their applica-
tions, they fi nd them internships, 
etc. Horror, because Linda’s child, 
who has a very high gpa and a 
sat score very close to the perfect 
2400, was not admitted to the top 
college of her choice. Th is, despite 
the fact that she has all the APs 
and many college credits, has done 
fundraising for a project in Arme-
nia, has done local internships for 
the elderly and for disabled chil-
dren, and she has won state com-
petitions in music. Please, don’t 
misunderstand me. While she 
was admitted at a multitude of 
top-tier public (with scholarships) 
and a few Ivy League universities, 
she was disappointed when she 
did not get in to the university of 
her choice. 

Alice’s child is in a similar situa-
tion. He has a very high sat score 
and gpa, has acquired college cred-
its, and been involved in varsity 
tennis, music, etc. However, Alice 
is not sure if her child will get in to 
ucla. “You are joking” I said. “Syl-
vie, you don’t understand, this year 
and the next [next year being the 
peak], are the baby-boom years for 
college admissions. About 55,000 
students applied to the freshman 
class for the fall quarter of 2008 
at ucla, about 4,700 students will 
end up attending the freshman 
year. Out of 27,000 who applied 
to Harvard, close to 1,600 got in.” 
Out of these numbers, the colleges 
allocate percentages to minority 
students and students with fi nan-
cial, family, or personal challenges. 
Th e top-tier universities take appli-
cants from 7,500 high schools from 
135 countries. Th at is not a joke!

As their conversation got more 
heated, I decided to ask them a few 
questions and share their thoughts 
with my readers. According to Linda, 

“You feel sad for your children be-
cause they have worked beyond and 
above all possibilities. At 17, they are 
expected to be perfect students with 
perfect portfolios. Th ey have not 
enjoyed their childhood, and we as 
parents have felt the pain. Raising 
children is the biggest challenge for 
parents. It’s important to instill in 
our kids the value of high character, 
so they resist temptations.” Sensing 
the sadness in her voice, I felt bad, 
both for her and her child. However, 
she was also the radiant and proud 
parent who couldn’t count on her 
fi ngers the endless list of colleges her 
child has been admitted to. “Weath-
er it’s the college of her fi rst choice 
or not, the caliber of education she 
will receive will be excellent,” she 
said. “In fact, how she applies her 
education in the real world will mat-
ter the most.” She was right on. One 
comes across entrepreneurs and ap-
pointed high-level government of-
fi cials who may be neither college 
graduates nor graduates of the top 
US colleges. Luckily, the system of-
fers opportunities to those who are 
ready and eager to face challenges. 

Alice’s child will graduate high 
school at 17. “He is too young to go 

far away, he is only a kid,” she said. 
“I want him to attend ucla, where 
he can get an excellent education, 
and at the same time he will be close 
to home.” Th at was an Armenian 
mother speaking. She was not keen 
on the idea that her child attend a 
university outside California, so that 
they, the parents, would continue 
to give him the much-needed love 
and guidance. I remembered when 
I bade farewell to our son at George-
town, the fi rst day of his freshman 
year eight years ago; I had tears in 
my eyes. However, I knew he had 
made the right choice: to be away 
from home. It made him grow up 
and make friends outside his high-
school circle of friends. I remem-
bered my own experiences as a par-
ent with college-bound kids: waiting 
for that admissions envelope to ar-
rive in the mail. Even at that time, it 
was a challenge in the competitive 
world of college admissions. Yet it 
was not as cutthroat as it is now. 

Another factor that weighs into 
the formula is the colleges students 
get admitted to. Th is is about a 
status symbol for parents and stu-
dents alike. Th e name of a presti-
gious college is a testimony to the 
good job parents have done raising 
their kids. It becomes the center of 
conversation at parties, even many 
years after the students have grad-
uated from that university.

Of course, Linda and Alice, these 
two educated mothers, are lucky. 
Most immigrant parents have nei-
ther the language skills nor the 
knowledge about the admission 
process. Neither do they have the 
fi nancial means to think of sending 
their children to the top-tier uni-
versities. Th eir kids apply to two-
year colleges (where tuition is al-
most nil), with the hope that if they 
excel, they will get admitted into 
the UC or California State system. 
However, this is not limited to the 
Armenian community. Most ethnic 
groups and many whose parents 
were born in the US face similar 
challenges.

Th e food on our plates was getting 
cold and the aroma was enticing. 
However, my friends barely noticed 
the arrival of their meal. It seemed 
the only item on their plates was 

their intense and anxious discus-
sion about college admissions.

Th e subject shifted to dating and 
marriage. Should their children 
date within their culture and reli-
gion? Alice was adamant that her 
son date an Armenian girl when 
the time is ripe. According to her, 
dating should not divert him from 
his focus to pursue his degree. 
Linda was more fl exible, but she 
agreed with Alice that marriage 
within the same culture and reli-
gion increases the chance of a suc-
cessful relationship in the long run. 
Th us, yet another dimension came 
to the play in their discussion of 
college admissions. Which univer-
sity has a large Armenian student 
body, where their kids can interact 
with other Armenians?

I let them continue to pursue their 
highly heated discussion, and bade 
them goodbye. As I was driving to 
my next venue of the day’s agenda, 
I was thinking: Wouldn’t it be great 
to have an Armenian university in 
the US? After all, the Mormons, the 
Catholics, the Japanese, and the 
Jews have theirs. In fact, the Arme-
nian community of Beirut, Lebanon, 
has the Haigazian College. However, 
sustaining an Armenian university 
will be a major undertaking. It will 
add yet another burden to the Ar-
menian community, which is over-
whelmed with supporting projects 
in Armenia and sustaining local 
schools, churches, organizations, 
and programs. It will also create an 
isolationist mentality in a country 
based on integration.

As I got further and further away, 
I was happy that the challenge of col-
lege admissions is behind me. In fact, 
the process of college admissions 
does not start in the junior year of 
high school. It starts in kindergar-
ten. Which kindergarten prepares 
the child for a sound foundation for 
quality education? It’s a long pro-
cess that parents and their children 
experience from kindergarten on to 
graduation from high school.

Th e food was delicious. Howev-
er, the thought of what will be on 
my friends’ plates this time next 
year, when we will continue to get 
together for our monthly lunch-
es, lingered on in my mind.  �

Th e anxiety over college admissions

Promotional 
artwork for the 
planned fi lm, 
East of Byzantium.
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FAIR LAWN, N.J.� -- On Sun-
day, June 1, Fair Lawn’s St. Leon 
Armenian Church will hold its an-
nual picnic on the church grounds, 
from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. rain 
or shine.

Th e parish is pleased to announce 
that the picnic will feature a special 
guest appearance by singing great 
Onnik Dinkjian.

Th e live band featuring Dickie 
Barsamian (on oud and vocals), Ara 
Dinkjian (keyboard), Harold Hago-
pian (clarinet), and Chuck Yegian 
(dumbeg) will keep the day’s events 
moving with the rhythms of tradi-
tional Armenian folk music.

In the spirit of a traditional Ar-
menian tashtahantes (“open-coun-
try feast”) the food will include 

several varieties of kebab, salads, 
and other homemade Armenian 
delicacies.

Admission is free, and children, 
friends and neighbors are wel-
come to share the rich Armenian 
heritage. For information, contact 
the church offi  ce at (201) 791-2862. 
St. Leon Church is located at 12-61 
Saddle River Road, in Fair Lawn. �

St. Leon Church’s annual picnic will 
feature live music by Onnik Dinkjian

OMNILEVER 
OUTSOURCING TO ARMENIA

Contacts: (201) 654-4267, info@omnilever.com
Established US Clientele 

ISO 9001:2000 – QUALITY STANDARD

* IT, Business Process, Day-to-Day Management
* Database and Web Programming
* Medical, Clinical Data Management 
* Financial, Legal Document Processing 
* Customer Contact, Data Center

by Tom Vartabedian

HAVERHILL, Mass.� – When 
it came to achieving a solid voca-
tional experience, Karen Sarkisian 
has always held her students and 
faculty in her heart.

For 18 years, she stood by them, 
with them, and among them as 
superintendent-director of Whit-
tier Regional Vocational Technical 
High School.

She will soon bid adieu to an 
institution that has achieved high 
prestige under her leadership – a 
school which has achieved the top 
mcas (Massachusetts Comprehen-
sive Assessment System) scores, 
and the highest rate of college ac-
ceptances among others of its kind 
in Massachusetts.

A packed house turned out for 
her retirement on May 7, to ex-
press a heavy dose of sentiment 
and pride in the aff able Armenian-
American educator.

Most school superintendents 
don’t last 18 years on the job, and 
rarely do so in the same district. 
But Sarkisian had that kind of stay-
ing power at Whittier.

“She thrived that long because 
she’s done the job with consistent 
integrity and with only one over-
riding goal: to do what’s best for 
the students,” said School Commit-
tee chair Michael Gilbert.

When she fi rst arrived on the 
scene in 1990 at the age of 37, 
sweeping changes were in order. 
A discipline code was strictly en-
forced. Incompetent teachers were 
replaced by others more suitable.

Sarkisian added foreign language 
classes, college preparatory courses, 
and expanded bilingual services for 
students.

She instituted a reorganization 
plan sought for years by the School 

Committee that revamped and 
streamlined the school’s adminis-
trative structure while overseeing a 
budget of $20 million.

She appointed an advisory 
board composed of civic and busi-
ness leaders meant to improve the 
school’s structure in the district’s 
11 cities and towns.

An article published in 1990 
said how Whittier’s reputation in 
the community had deteriorated 
from a failure by administrators 
to keep up with the trends and 
developments in vocational edu-
cation.

According to Sarkisian, the 
school was “a sleeping giant.” But 
without some major changes, the 
school was headed for a disastrous 
dead-end.

Th e achievements during her 
tenure were legion.

Th e school started a SkillsUSA 
program, which encourages stu-
dents to compete in their techni-
cal areas at the state and national 
level.

It promoted a high, positive 
placement rate for students. In 
follow-up studies one year after 
graduation, more than 80 percent 
of Whittier students are either in 
college, working their trade, or in 
the military.

Th e school now has an out-
standing athletic program, with a 
no-cut policy and free transpor-
tation, and an equally outstand-
ing theater arts program, which 
features an annual musical and 
holiday concert.

Under Sarkisian’s leadership a 
strong adult education program 
was created, which trains and pro-
vides courses for licensing adults in 
trade and technical areas.

And add to that the building of 
a new restaurant for culinary arts 
students, a student bank and retail 
stores, along with a new athletic 
fi eld.

Round the clock, seven 
days a week
On the all-important mcas end, 
Whittier was used as a prototype for 
other schools by the Massachusetts 
Department of Education. Whit-
tier was one of only six schools in 
the state to have 100 percent of its 
junior and senior population pass 
the exam – a tribute to Sarkisian’s 
ingenuity and persistence.

Under her direction, fi ve new 
state-of-the art labs were con-
structed to prepare students for 
the academic testing.

She is also proud of the fact that 
Whittier is an anti-vivisection 
school. Sarkisian did away with the 
dissection of animals for biology 
classes during her fi rst year as su-
perintendent. She found no need 
to cut up animals when models 
and computer programs were just 
as compatible. And much more be-
nign, too.

In short, it’s been a career that 
couldn’t have been better designed 
by an architect.

“It’s been round the clock, seven 
days a week,” she said. “But I’ve en-

joyed it immensely.” But, she adds, 
“I would recommend people doing it 
the last 10 years of their career, and 
not the outset.”

Before coming to Whittier, Sarki-
sian was a guidance counselor and 
assistant principal at a technical 
high school in Lexington. She was 
also executive director of Occupa-
tional Education for the Cambridge 
schools.

It all adds up to 30 years.
At sporting events, Sarkisian’s 

vocal side remains obvious. She’s 
known to sit on the bench and 
encourage the athletes, confront 
offi  cials on a bad call, even design 
plays of her own. Not every coach 
would endorse the meddling – but 
that’s Karen.

Th e Armenian in her remains 
feisty. Enter her school and you’ll 
see the tricolor fl ying from the 
rafters. She grew up in Water-
town, the daughter of Harry and 
Aghavnie Sarkisian, and was a 
product of St. Stephen’s Church. 
She attended Armenian and Sun-
day school, and was deeply in-
volved as a child in her ethnicity, 
along with other members of her 
family.

“We’re proud of the manner in 
which she has maintained her heri-
tage,” say her folks. “No doubt, she 
drew upon it to become a success-
ful administrator.”

During one graduates program 
at St. Gregory Armenian Church 
in North Andover, Sarkisian ad-
dressed the high school graduates 
and told them that education can’t 
be bought, but needs to be learned 
through hard work and diligence. 
Th e message was well taken.

So what will tomorrow bring for 
this woman who knew no other fu-
ture during her tenure?

“Whatever the day may bring,” 
she said with a smile. �

Th e wonderful vocational world of Karen Sarkisian

Karen Sarkisian, the outgoing 
superintendent-director of Whittier 
Vocational Regional Technical High 
School in Haverhill, smiles after 18 
years at the helm.

Karen Sarkisian with members of her family, parents Harry and Aghavnie of 
Watertown, and brother Paul.

NORTHERN NJ  
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needed to care for a sweet 
middle aged women for her 

activities of daily living. 
Part/Full time 
or even live-in.   

Call Rich at 
201-261-5852I
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Th e amazing story 
of nfl great Garo 
Yepremian

by Ed Barmakian

Avondale, Pa.� – When he came 
to the United States in 1966 at the 
age of 22, Garabed Sarkis Yepre-
mian couldn’t speak English, had 
never seen a football game, and 
didn’t even have a high school di-
ploma.

Today, the man from Cypress 
has authored three books, carved 
out a career as a motivational 
speaker, and is famous for his feats 
as a professional kicker in the Na-
tional Football League. He’s also 
a budding artist and has formed 
a foundation to fund brain tumor 
research.

Th e Giants’ 2008 Super Bowl vic-
tory this year ended the New Eng-
land Patriots’ bid for an undefeated 
season – and left Yepremian and 
his 1972 Miami Dolphins to retain 
their remarkable distinction as the 
only team to complete a perfect 
NFL season. Every year that passes 
without an undefeated team makes 
what Miami did 36 years ago seem 
more special. And, in turn, brings 
into focus the career of Yepremian 

– unquestionably the most accom-
plished Armenian ever to play pro-
fessional football.

“Th is year was very memorable, 
because it ended a quest for an 
undefeated season,” Yepremian 
said. “I watched at the home of my 
son’s in-laws with about 25 people 
in one big room. Th e last couple of 
minutes, there were no bathroom 
breaks, and everyone was on the 
edge of their seats. When it was 
over, it was like New Year’s Eve all 
over again.”

“If the New England Patriots 
couldn’t do it, I don’t know if any-
body can go undefeated again,” 
he said. “Th e game is over and 
you think about being part of a 
team that did something so spe-
cial. One of the greatest teams to 
play the game couldn’t do what 
we did.”

Perhaps just as remarkable as 
Miami’s 1972 season is Yepremi-
an’s personal story, and how he 
taught himself how to play, made 
the kick that won the longest play-
off  game in history, and developed 
into one of the best kickers ever in 
the NFL.

Yepremian’s brother, Krikor, 
starred for the Indiana University 
soccer team in the 1960s and no-
ticed that Pete Gogolak, a native off  
Hungary, and his brother, Charlie, 
were making their names as the 
fi rst “soccer-style kickers” in the 
NFL.

“Everyone was bragging about 
how good the Gogolak brothers 
were, and my brother knew that 
I was known on the island of Cy-
press for my strong kick; I could 
score from almost anywhere on the 
soccer fi eld,” Garo said.

Krikor, who later proved that he 
had an eye for talent when he be-

came the general manager of the 
New York Cosmos soccer team, 
sent for Garo. Th e idea was for 
Garo to obtain a college scholarship 
to kick for the Indiana University 
football team. But the 22-year-old 
Garo hadn’t graduated from high 
school, and was ineligible.

“When one door closes, another 
one opens,” Garo said. “As it turned 
out, I was a genius. I didn’t have to 
go to college.”

Krikor coached his brother, 
teaching Garo to kick. In six weeks, 
the 5-foot 7-inch, 142-pound Garo 
learned how to kick a football and 
was ready to try out for the NFL. 
On a Wednesday he tried out for 
the Atlanta Falcons and they of-
fered him a contract. Th e next day 
the Detroit Lions liked what they 
saw, too, and gave him a second 
choice.

Oscar and Felix – meet 
Garo

“I felt Detroit was the better place 
for me because they had a great Ar-
menian community,” Garo said. “I 
signed with Detroit on a Th ursday. 
Spent Friday at the immigration of-
fi ce getting my Green Card, and on 
Sunday I was in Baltimore playing 
in a game against the Colts.”

“It was the fi rst football game I 
ever saw, and I played in it,” he re-
called.

“We were losing and I went in 
and kicked an extra point and I 
came off  the fi eld with my arms 
raised and I’m celebrating. A 
teammate of mine, Alex Karras, 
asked me what I was so happy 
about and I said: ‘I keek touch-
down.’ Th at’s the title of one of 
my books, and there were a lot of 
jokes made about that.”

Karras repeated the story on 
the Johnny Carson show, and 
Yepremian parlayed that one line 
into an appearance on the Odd 
Couple TV show, and also was in-
vited to do a bit on a Bob Hope 
Special in 1975.

“I was the fi rst to speak Armenian 
on a nationally televised program,” 
Yepremian said. “On the Bob Hope 
show, comedian George Gobel 
asked me the questions and I would 
answer in Armenian. He asked me 
how I got into kicking, and I would 
say that when I was born, the fi rst 
thing I did was kick something out 
of my mother’s hands and it went 
50 yards.”

But Yepremian, despite his com-
ical start and all the jokes at his 
expense, turned into a very seri-
ous kicker. In his fi fth game of his 
fi rst season in 1966, he set a single-
game NFL record (since broken) 
when he booted six fi eld goals in a 
32-31 victory over Minnesota. After 
two years with the Detroit Lions, 
Yepremian was going to be draft-
ed into the Army. Th e Lions told 
him to return to Cypress to avoid 
serving and then come back for the 
next season.

“I said no, I wanted to make this 
my home, so I entered the Army 
reserves,” said Yepremian, who be-
came a U.S. citizen in 1971. “When I 
came back, someone else had taken 
my job. I sat out a year, and then I 
went to Miami and had to fi ght for 
a job with the Dolphins.”

In 1971, Garo led the NFL in scor-
ing with 117 points. In his 14-year 
career that ended in 1981, he kicked 
210 fi eld goals, making 67.1 percent 
overall, and connected on 444 ex-
tra points for 1,074 career points. 
He also played in three Super Bowls 
with Miami.

Kicker of the Decade
Perhaps the signature mo-
ment in Yepremian’s career was 
Christmas Day, 1971, when his 
37-yard field goal gave Miami a 
27-24 afc playoff victory over 
the Kansas City Chiefs. The 
game, which lasted 82 minutes 
and 40 seconds, is the longest 
game in NFL history. It also 
marked the final football game 
played at Municipal Stadium in 
Kansas City. The Dolphins went 

on to reach the Super Bowl that 
year.

With 35 seconds left in regula-
tion, Jan Stenerud of the Chiefs 
had a chance to win the game with 
a fi eld goal, but missed. Ironically, 
Stenerud is the only kicker elect-
ed to the NFL’s Hall of Fame, even 
though Yepremian was named 
the “Kicker of the Decade” for the 
1970s by Sports Illustrated and the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame. He also 
kicked fi ve fi eld goals in the 1974 
Pro Bowl, where he was named 
the MVP of the game. Yepremian 
also put together a streak of 20 
straight fi eld goals made one sea-
son.

“Th at’s the big question every-
one asks: why I’m not in the Hall 
of Fame and Stenerud is,” he said. 

“I tell everyone I’m a shoe-in. My 
shoes from the longest game are 
in the Hall of Fame. I don’t worry 
about it anymore. Th ere are a lot 
of players in the Hall of Fame, but 
only 45 athletes who can say they 
were on an undefeated team. And 
I’m one of them.”

Yepremian is also notorious for 
his part in the most recounted play 
of Miami’s 14-7 Super Bowl victory 
over the Washington Redskins that 
completed the Dolphins’ 17-0 sea-
son in 1972.

Miami was leading 14-0 late in 
the game, when Yepremian was 
sent out to kick a fi eld goal. Th e 
kick was blocked, but Garo picked 
up the bouncing ball and made the 
ill-advised decision to attempt a 
pass.

Th e “pass” went straight up in 
the air and when it came down 
Garo batted it with his hand, allow-
ing Mike Bass of the Redskins to 
grab the ball out of the air and take 
it in for Washington’s only score of 
the game. Th e play brought laugh-
ter to what had been a dull game 
to that point, and became the most 
remembered highlight of that his-
toric triumph.

Yepremian is still receiving divi-
dends from that play, which can 

be seen on YouTube and is tagged: 
“Garo’s Gaff e.” Most recently, he 
was hired to act in a commercial 
produced by Reebok at the Super 
Bowl before the Giants-Patriots 
game in Arizona.

“We go to the Super Bowl every 
year and I work for whoever wants 
me’’ said Yepremian, who lives in 
Avondale, Pa., a suburb of Philadel-
phia.

In the commercial, Garo hud-
dles with his former Miami team-
mates in a touch football game 
and jokes about his Super Bowl 
moment: “So guys, I’m the QB.” 
Former quarterback Earl Morrall 
replies: “No, you’re the kicker, re-
member?”

Yepremian returned home the 
morning of the Super Bowl to 
watch the Giants-Patriots game on 
television with friends and fam-
ily. He now makes his living as a 
motivational speaker, telling his in-
credible story. He even was the key-
note speaker at the Football Hall of 
Fame one year.

“I talk about values and the crazy 
things that have happened in my 
life,” Yepremian said. “I make them 
laugh, I make them cry.”

Activism born of 
tragedy
Yepremian always has been loyal 
to his Armenian heritage and 
America, the country he has made 
his home.

“Th e Armenian nation will always 
survive because there are Arme-
nians all over the world,” he said. 

“I love this country. It’s the great-
est country in the world. It doesn’t 
persecute me for being Armenian 
or Christian. Th at’s why I still do 
work for the USO. I visited our 
troops in Bosnia after 9/11 and I 
still do work for them.”

In recent years, however, Yepre-
mian has expanded his interest, 
setting up a foundation to fund 
brain tumor research and getting 
into oil painting. Both passions 
arose out of a personal tragedy.

“My son was dating an Armenian 
girl and when she turned 20 they 
found out that she had a brain tu-
mor and gave her six months to 
live,” he said. “My son, Azad, de-
cided to marry her and take care 
of her. He helped keep her alive for 
six years.”

Debby-Lu Yepremian (nee 
Tashjian) died in 2004. But the 
foundation Yepremian runs is still 
raising money that goes to research 
at Th omas Jeff erson Hospital in 
Philadelphia.

“Debby-Lu was a wonderful per-
son, and because of her we’re doing 
some good work.”

While Debby-Lu was fi ghting her 
illness, Yepremian woke up one day 
and decided he would paint.

“My wife would be crying and 
something told me I should start 
painting,” he said. “I do a lot of ab-
stract stuff . Colors excite me. It’s 
all happy stuff . When you look at 
my work, you’re not going to fi nd 
anything depressing. In the last 
four years, I’ve done 370 paintings. 
Anything I get for them will go to 
the foundation.” �

Far left: 
Yepremian 
during his days 
with the Miami 
Dolphins.
Left  top: nfl 
great Garo 
Yepremian today.
Left bottom: 
One of Garo’s 
paintings, a 
passion he 
developed in 
response to a 
family tragedy. 
A foundation 
Yepremian 
established raises 
money for brain 
tumor research.

Still undefeated – on the gridiron and in life

N. Lael Telfeyan, Ph.D., LCSW

Counseling and Psychotherapy
with Individuals, Families and Couples

Adults and Adolescents

140 West 97th St.
New York, NY 10025
By appointment  917-975-3109

24 Windsor Road
Great Neck, NY 11021
e-mail: nlael@aol.com

Live-out
Infant Care needed

Professional, Armenian mom and dad seek loving 
and energetic person experienced with infants to 

live-out and care for our newborn beginning 8/08. 
Hours are 7 am - 6 pm, Monday through Friday. 

Prefer some basic English skills however not a 
necessity if Armenian-speaking. Must be able to 
provide own transportation to/from our Murray 

Hill apartment. 

Look forward to hearing from you!
Call 917.301.2491 
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Linebacker Alain 
Karatepeyan 
becomes free agent 
with the Dallas 
Cowboys

by Tenny Issakhanian 
Avanesian

DALLAS, Texas� – Armenians 
are about to increase their repre-
sentation in the nfl as Alain Ka-
ratepeyan joins its ranks. Th e Los 
Angeles-born, Oklahoma-educated 
linebacker just signed a three-year 
free-agent deal with the Dallas 
Cowboys after graduating from the 
University of Tulsa in May 2008 
with a degree in business manage-
ment.

On nfl Draft Sunday, Alain was 
expecting the call from Dallas that 
he would get picked up in the 6th 
round in the end, as a scout had as-
sured him. However, a recent injury 
and the team’s sudden change in its 
needs compelled it to pick someone 
else. Instead, the team called Alain 
the next day and signed him as a 
free agent. 

But he prefers it that way. “With 
a draft, if you get picked by a team, 
you have no choice,” he says. “Th at’s 
the team you go to. But as a free 
agent, you can decide which team 
you want to join, where you fi t 
best.” And Alain has had plenty 
to choose from: the San Francisco 
49ers, Houston Texans, New York 
Jets, Kansas City Chiefs, and Dallas 
Cowboys. 

So why the Cowboys? “I fi t per-
fectly into their defense,” Alain ex-
plains, rationally considering the 
contribution he can make to the 
team. Teamwork aside, Alain adds, 

“And it’s the Dallas Cowboys. Why 
not go to a team that had a very 
good chance of winning the Super 
Bowl the last couple of years and 
is the most televised team in the 
nfl?”

According to Alain, every year, 
a team drafts six-seven players 
and off ers free agency to another 
15-20. Fortunately, he need not 
compete against all 15-20 of the 
Cowboys’ free agents for a place 
on the 53-member lineup that 
dresses at each game of the sea-
son or for a place on the 80-per-
son roster. “I’m not competing 
against anybody right now. I’m 
the only rookie guy who’s a line-
backer,” Alain says. “So I’m com-
peting to earn a spot by taking 
somebody else’s spot, somebody 
who’s already in there.” And the 
prospects look good. “I’m just 
competing with someone who’s 
only been in the nfl for one year, 
but he’s also new to the team… 
He didn’t play at all last year.”

Sport of choice
Alain’s initial exposure to foot-

ball was a fl uke, a challenge that 
he accepted. “I always played bas-
ketball. I never played football,” he 
says. But all that changed when his 
childhood friend encouraged him 
to try out for football. Alain ini-
tially dismissed the comment. “And 
my friend said, ‘Yeah, you don’t 
look like a football player anyway.’” 
Alain recalls fondly: “I didn’t like 
that comment, so I went out there 
and made the team.” Until today, 
his friend will not let him forget 
who awoke in him his dormant tal-
ent for the sport.

Nearing his high-school gradu-
ation, Alain was recruited by nu-
merous pac-10 schools, including 
USC. But after he tore his knee 
during his last game and had re-
constructive surgery, “Recruiting 

went away,” he explains. “Th ey 
knew I couldn’t play so a lot of 
teams backed down. But Boise 
State stayed with me.” 

Alain matriculated there. Due 
to his knee injury, he was a red 
shirt his freshman year and did 
not play the entire season. When 
coaching changes occurred, Alain 
left Boise State, went to a junior 
college, played one year there, and 
became All-American. “If I was to 
transfer to another four-year uni-
versity from Boise State, I would 
have had to sit out that whole 
football year, whereas if I went to 
a junior college, I could still play 
that year and get recruited to play 
somewhere else the next year,” he 
explains. A successful year of play, 
combined with Alain’s coach’s 
connections at Tulsa, earned him 
a full scholarship and a spot on 
the University of Tulsa Golden 
Hurricane team. 

Th e Tulsa years
During his three years at Tulsa, 
Alain was named “Player of the 
Week” several times at Conference 
usa, his team won the conference 
championship game twice, and at 
the last game of his college career 
he became “Defense Player of the 
Week.”

Alain and his team played and 
won the Liberty Bowl back in 2005. 
Th ey also played in the Armed 
Forces Bowl and the gmac Bowl. 
Th e gmac Bowl was particularly re-
warding. “Th e score was 63-7. It was 
the largest margin in college histo-
ry,” Alain announces proudly. Th at 
game also earned him an individual 
record. “I needed three tackle-for-
losses [tfl] to take the school re-
cord. I got six that day, so I took the 
school record with 22 tfls,” he says. 

“So that was a nice honor to have.”
All this glory has come at a price, 

of course. In his short seven-year ca-

reer, Alain has had total reconstruc-
tive surgery on his right knee and 
suff ered an assortment of shoulder 
and neck injuries. “I’ve been in con-
stant pain for the past seven years,” 
he admits, quite amused. “Th rough 
the season you’re in constant pain 
because you don’t have time to heel. 
As soon as the game is over, the 
next day, you practice again. Th ere 
is no recovery time.”

But like a true champ, Alain re-
fuses to let these temporary set-
backs cloud his focus. “I’m not try-
ing to get hurt, but if you try to 
avoid getting hurt, you’ll get even 
more hurt,” he ponders wisely. “So 
I just go out there and play and just 
do what I do.”

And that he does. A particu-
larly memorable game for Alain 
was that against the University 
of El Paso. Th e score was 31-12 in 
El Paso’s favor. “So I go out there, 
third down and long, I hit the 
quarterback, and, when I hit him, 
the ball pops up in the air, I catch 
it, and score a touchdown,” Alain 
remembers. Even though this mo-
ment was years ago, the exhila-
ration of it all has not waned in 
the slightest. He continues, “After 
that touchdown, the momentum 
shifted and we just came back and 
scored and scored and scored.” 
Perhaps the turning point of that 
game is sentimental for another 
reason: Alain’s father.

A father’s prayer
At the very moment that the ball 
popped up in the air at the game 
against El Paso, Alain said a prayer 
to himself. Little did he know that 
his biggest and most devoted fan, 
his father, did the same.

Alain’s father, Levon Karate-
peyan, preferred basketball for 
his son. Nevertheless, he was 
always unequivocally and abso-
lutely supportive of Alain’s choice. 

“I mean, there were times when 
I doubted going into the nfl. I 
said, ‘I don’t know if I want to go. 
I don’t know if I can go,’” Alain 
remembers. “So when he passed 
away, I decided that I have to go. 
I would do whatever it takes. I 
don’t care if I have to break some-
thing to make it there.” It was 
that sheer will and determination 
that caught the eye of the nfl 
and earned his current contract 
and opportunity with the Dallas 
Cowboys.

During Alain’s fi rst year at 
Tulsa, although Levon was bat-

tling cancer, he fl ew out to every 
single game without exception. “I 
didn’t know he had cancer at the 
time,” Alain says. “I found out af-
ter the last game of my fi rst year. 
He had to tell me because his hair 
was starting to fall out.” During 
Alain’s second year at Tulsa, his 
father’s hip began to give out but 
he was undeterred by his use of 
a wheelchair. “And he still came. 
Yeah, he still came,” Alain states, 
referring to his home games that 
year. Even before Alain’s matricu-
lation at Tulsa, Levon was always 
there. “He went to every game, 
basketball, football, even showed 
up at practice.”

Th e big El Paso game that stands 
out in Alain’s mind was another 
bonding moment for him. “After 
the game, when I told my dad that 
during the game’s turning point, I 
prayed to God to help me do some-
thing out there, he told me that he 
prayed too at the same time,” Alain 
says. “He didn’t know I was praying. 
When he told me this, it just start-
ed making me cry because that was 
also the fi rst time I ever saw my 
dad in a wheelchair.”

Looking ahead
With the support of the Arme-
nian community, his family, and a 
guardian angel named Levon, Alain 
counts his blessings and appre-
ciates the journey so far. He also 
looks ahead and anticipates the 
great things it will do for him and 
his family. And it already has.

“Football has done a lot for me,” 
he says. “It’s just kept me straight, 
kept me in school… It’s brought 
my family a lot closer and I love 
that.” Alain is mature beyond his 
years, perhaps because of recent 
life circumstances, or perhaps 
because he is a role model to his 
two younger brothers. In any case, 
he admits, “Football has built my 
character. So I really appreciate 
what I have.”

We appreciate what he has too, 
both in terms of values and ath-
letic talent. To get a fi rst glimpse 
of the budding football star as he 
prepares for the upcoming nfl sea-
son, be sure to catch him on hbo’s 

“Hard Knox” in early August, when 
the show documents the Cowboys 
at their training camp in Oxnard, 
California. If all goes well there, 
Alain will be dressed and on the 
fi eld on August 8 for the pre-season 
game against the San Diego Char-
gers. Stay tuned!    �

Th e newest addition to the nfl

Alain is a local hero with many fans in Tulsa.

Alain Karatepeyan and his biggest fan and father, Levon Karatepeyan.

 Alain Karatepeyan (44) plays defensive linebacker in a 
game against Tulane University.

University of Tulsa’s championship rings when it won Conference USA in 2005.
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All Armenians, Karekin II, Prime 
Minister Tigran Sarkisian, Speak-
er of Parliament Tigran Torosian, 
other officials, foreign diplomats, 
and visitors from the diaspora. The 
visitors from the diaspora are espe-
cially excited and proud.

Everyone climbs up, approaches 
the bell tower, and places wreaths, 
bowing in memory of the heroes 
of Sardarabad, the founders of the 
Armenian republic.

This is our land
There are people from every part of 
Armenia here. There is a large ban-
quet table for each province of the 
Republic of Armenia, and one for 
Artsakh. All are invited to partake 
of the food and raise a glass to the 
republic. In minutes, the food is all 
gone, but the party continues with 
song and dance.

Artur Avagian is the chef for the 
Artsakh banquet table. He came in 
from Stepanakert, the capital. “We 
have come to celebrate our most 
important holiday, to celebrate the 
restoration of our statehood, and 
to provide hospitality to people 
with our traditional, true Armenian 
foods, korkot, zhengialov hats…. For 
us, this is a big nationalistic holiday. 
Congratulations!”

Fenia Shaboyan, 60, has come 
from Russia. “I am from Anipemza 
[in Armenia], but I live in Russia. 
I have come to see my sister, who 
lives in Shenavan. We are here with 
her sons and daughters-in-law, to 
pay our respects to our heroes. This 
is the most important holiday. And 
all of us want to participate because 
we all want to see Armenia good 
and prosperous. Why should we 
stay in Russia? That isn’t our land. 
This is our land. We want to come 
back, but there is no drinking wa-
ter in Anipemza. No school. We are 
waiting for it. We live in hope, son.”

The sun is burning hot, but the 
river of people does not let up. 
Hrach Poladian is walking with 
his two sons, Arshak and Aram. 
They are wearing a military cos-
tume. It turns out that they are 
studying Tae Kwon Do and were 
part of a show. “It is a wonderful 
holiday. We can call this the sec-
ond Avarair,” he said, referring to 
the well-known battle of 451. “It is 
a celebration of the salvation and 
rebirth of our nation. It has great 
educational significance for our 
generations,” he says.

Schoolteacher Anna Danielian 
has come with her two daughters. 

“This holiday is very significant. We 
have gone over this lesson with the 
kids and we have come to express 
our gratitude to the memory of the 
people who were able to reach vic-
tory and maintain, create a state 
for us. That’s the most important 
thing.”

Col. Poghos Abrahamian is in 
dress uniform and his battle med-
als command respect. He notes, 

“For me, May 28 is the torch of free-
dom and independence. I think we 
must emphasize more the aspect of 
the establishment of the national 
state. After a break of a few hun-
dred years, we were able to restore 
our statehood, we got a new chance. 
God gave us the chance to find our-
selves again. And thanks to God 
and to Aram Manukian’s talent and 
leadership and to our finding our 
national spirit, we were able to es-
tablish a state again. Independence 
lasted for a very short time, and we 
must understand why.”

Citizenship is a great 
honor

“Our country will have a bright fu-
ture, but the government alone 
cannot be responsible for creating 

tomorrow. Every child of our na-
tion has a role to play. Being a citi-
zen of the Republic of Armenia is a 
great honor; serving our people, a 
great mission,” said President Sarg-
sian.

“The two and half years of the 
first Republic of Armenia com-
pressed excitement and sadness 
alike, achievements and painful 
losses, and seared in our collective 
memory three permanent lessons,” 
the president continued. 

“First, the importance of national 
unity. Our state born nine decades 
ago was the result of our collective 
national will. Unity, the absence 
of which became one of the main 
reasons for the collapse of the first 
Republic of Armenia. Today we do 
not have the right not to be united. 
More than ever, we must maintain 
the united spirit of 1918. 

“Second, consciousness that the 
state is irreplaceable. There is no 
structure that can replace the state 
for us. No ideology, that is above 
the interests of the state. If our 
country gets weaker, no one of us 
gets stronger, no one of us benefits. 
We all lose.

“Third, the confidence to confront 
challenges with our own powers. 
No one can solve our country’s 
problems in our place. No one can 
defend us, develop our economy, 

strengthen our democracy, and 
make Armenia a progressive state. 
We must do all that ourselves. Work 
not to please other but ourselves. 
History has shown that no one has 
a greater interest in Armenia’s rise 
than we, the citizens of Armenia.”

And a protest
About a thousand of those citizens 
had come to Sardarabad to hold a 
protest rally, not against the state 
but against the head of state. Yell-
ing, “Levon, Levon,” “Freedom,” 

“We have won,” they held a rally at 
the monument. Former President 
Levon Ter-Petrossian arrived at 
about 1 p.m., accompanied by fellow 
oppositionists Stepan Demirch-
ian, Hovhannes Hovhannisian, 
Aram Z. Sargsian, and others.

They placed flowers at the monu-
ment. Mr. Ter-Petrossian intoned, 

“You must fight until you reach the 
goal. This is not my issue. It is abso-
lutely not my issue. Whatever you 
do, you do for your children. Stand 
till the end.”

The former president’s detractors 
are as passionate as his supporters. 
An older woman with medals from 
the Second World War on her chest 
looked at the former president 
with disgust and said, “Oh Levon. 
Have you no shame showing your 
face among people?” f

Armenia

The victory of May 1918 is remembered at Sardarabad
n Continued from page 1

Scenes from the celebration on May 28. Photos: Photolure.
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Th e Glendale Police 
Department is 
reaching out to 
the Armenian 
community

by Alex Dobuzinskis

GLENDALE, Calif.� – As they 
rush to hire new offi  cers to fi ll a 
fast-depleting force, Glendale Po-
lice Department offi  cials say they 
are on the lookout for Armenian-
American candidates – so the agen-
cy can refl ect the ethnic make-up 
of its city.

But even as the department in 
the last decade has drastically in-
creased its number of Armenian-
American offi  cers from three in 
1998 to 15 this year, those offi  cers 
make up only 6 percent of its force.

In a city where an estimated 
40 percent of the residents are of 
Armenian descent, the Police De-
partment has taken steps to recruit 
Armenian-American offi  cers and to 
reach out to the community. But 
police offi  cials say their recruit-
ment is always bound by the need 
to get the best candidates – and 
that they are competing with other 
police agencies for a small pool of 
Armenian-American candidates.

“Th e department has recognized 
that in order to serve this commu-
nity, we have to refl ect this commu-
nity,” said police Capt. Kirk Palm-
er of the Administrative Services 
Division. “So I can tell you, from 
the chief on down, we’re commit-
ted to doing that.”

As part of its eff ort to increase its 
number of Armenian-speaking of-
fi cers, the department has created 
a special hiring category for candi-
dates who speak a second language. 
Th ose candidates are evaluated 
separately from the larger pool of 
candidates who only speak Eng-
lish, which means that applicants 

who speak Armenian or Korean get 
looked at fi rst, offi  cials said.

City Councilman Bob Yousefi an 
said the department has changed 
in recent years by working hard to 
recruit Armenian-American candi-
dates, despite a rigid civil-service 
code that makes for slow change.

“I think it’s a far cry from what it 
used to be in the past,” Yousefi an 
said. “I’m actually happy about that 
at this point.”

But Yousefi an said he remains 
concerned that the hiring process 
is not completely transparent, es-
pecially at the oral-interview stage 
of the evaluation.

“It’s a very subjective matter, and 
that’s the problem I have with the 
testing process,” he said. “A bunch 
of police offi  cers get together and 
they decide who’s going to be in 
and who’s going to be out.”

At the request of the City Coun-
cil, city auditors examined the Po-
lice Department’s hiring process 
between 2003 and 2005. Th e audit 
report found no evidence of dis-
crimination against minority can-
didates, but it dissected a rigorous 
screening process that resulted in 
a hire rate of only 2.7 percent for 

all candidates, said Jason Bradford, 
principal internal auditor.

Seven Armenian-American of-
fi cers were hired during that time 
out of 173 who applied, which came 
out to a hire rate of 4 percent, Brad-
ford said.

Th e three-offi  cer interview pan-
els that evaluate candidates typi-
cally have minority or female offi  -
cers on them, said Lt. Todd Stokes 
of the Professional Services Bureau, 
who added that the interview pro-
cess is fair. 

“I’ve been to Armenia, I’ve studied 
the Armenian language, and I’m in 
a good position, being in charge of 
police personnel to oversee things 
and make sure there isn’t anything 
biased happening in our hiring pro-
cess,” Stokes said.

Th e department’s eff orts to re-
cruit Armenian candidates come as 
the department has lost many of-
fi cers to retirement in recent years. 
With 248 offi  cers in total, the de-
partment has ten vacancies and it’s 
competing with other Southern 
California police agencies for a lim-
ited pool of candidates.

As the department has sought 
to increase its number of Arme-

nian-speaking offi  cers, it has also 
hired more Armenian-Americans 
to work in support-staff  positions. 
Th e department has at least a doz-
en Armenian-American employees 
who are not police offi  cers, Stokes 
said.

Th e department has many young 
Armenian-Americans work as ca-
dets, thanks to a program that al-
lows Glendale Community College 
(gcc) students to work for the de-
partment while going to school full-
time, offi  cials said. gcc has a large 
population of Armenian-American 
students, and offi  cials say that pro-
gram has been especially successful 
in recruiting candidates from the 
Armenian community.

But the department continues 
to be on the lookout for Armenian-
speaking candidates to fi ll posi-
tions in communications, jail cus-
tody, and records – because those 
employees interact with civilians 
who often speak only Armenian.

“We’ve probably been more suc-
cessful in the cadet program than 
some of the other [positions], but 
we’re rapidly gaining ground in 
those other areas,” Stokes said.

Th e department has taken other 
steps to reach out to the Armenian 
community.

Armenian-speaking offi  cers reg-
ularly appear as guests on Arme-
nian-language community-access 
cable shows in Glendale.

Th e department is also in the 
process of creating an English-lan-
guage outreach video about law 
enforcement and police-offi  cer ca-
reers, which will be shown on Ar-
menian cable shows.

Within the department itself, 
offi  cials have undertaken sporadic 
eff orts to train offi  cers about Ar-
menian language and culture, al-
though the department has not 
done a department-wide training 
program specifi c to any one ethnic 
culture, Palmer said.

An Armenian-American police 
sergeant with the department 
taught offi  cers under his watch 
some Armenian terms during daily 

briefi ngs, and the department re-
cently had a one-day seminar for 
about 35 offi  cers that covered Ar-
menian history, the Genocide, and 
the signifi cance of April 24.

As offi  cers have interacted with 
the Armenian community in re-
cent years, they have encountered 
one problem often associated 
with immigrant groups – the un-
der-reporting of crime because of 
a distrust of police, Stokes said. 
But he added that the department 
has gained more trust in the Ar-
menian community by providing 
good service.

“We realize it takes time, but 
there’s been a lot of progress, I’d 
say over the last ten years, where 
I don’t have the same feeling that 
many, many crimes are going un-
reported,” Stokes said. “Our work 
isn’t done in that area, but we’ve 
come a long way.”

Another hot issue for Glendale’s 
Armenian community in recent 
years has been resident complaints 
against banquet halls, many of 
which are owned by Armenian-
Americans. But despite the criti-
cism the banquet halls sometimes 
receive, Offi  cer John Balian, a 
spokesman for the Glendale Po-
lice Department, said offi  cers have 
been called to respond to only a 
couple incidents of fi ghting at ban-
quet halls in the last year.

Offi  cials said that as they con-
tinue to build on the department’s 
rapport with the Armenian com-
munity, the recruitment of Arme-
nian-Americans will be a key prior-
ity, because community members 
expect the department to have Ar-
menian-speaking offi  cers. 

“Th ese individuals are looking 
for a police department that is re-
sponsive to their needs, that can 
speak the language when neces-
sary,” Palmer said. “In an emer-
gency, mom might be at home 
and can’t speak the [English] 
language, and in those cases it’s 
good when we can deploy some-
one who speaks the language and 
understands the culture.”  �

A changing police force

Hamazkayin Yeraz 
Dance Company 
to hold annual 
performance on 
June 8

by Alene Tchekmedyian

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif.� – In-
spired by classical Armenian dance, 
Pearlene Varjabedian always 
instructs her dancers to adopt a 
sense of naz on stage and in their 
daily lives. 

“I always say to them, ‘When you 
walk into a room you, will know what 
it is to have naz,’” she said, describ-
ing it as an aura of coyness and mod-
esty portrayed not only by twirling 
one’s hands but also through one’s 
posture and personality.

For the past two months, stu-
dents of the Hamazkayin Yeraz 
School of Armenian Dance have 
been rigorously rehearsing nazbar 
and other classical dances for their 
annual performance, which will 
take place on June 8.

Under the direction of Varjabe-
dian and guest choreographer Ara 
Melkonian, the 2008 recital is 
themed “We Are the Future,” im-
plying that to pass the art of Arme-
nian dance to the youth is to pre-
serve history and culture for future 

generations of Armenians. “We are 
today’s Armenian youth,” Varjabe-
dian said. “We have respect for 
what our people have been through 
and we have pride in what we are. 
My dream for my children and for 
all Armenian youths is to carry on 
the torch. I want to transfer my 
passion to today’s youth.” 

Founded in 2003 by Varjabedian, 
a former dancer of the Sayat Nova 
Dance Company of Boston, Yeraz has 
grown from an independent dance 
group of 15 dancers to a branch of 
the Hamazkayin Armenian Cultural 
and Educational Association, with 
35 dancers. Varjabedian explains 
that merging with Hamazkayin was 
a decision based on the shared vi-
sion of promoting Armenian culture 
among the youth.

Th e upcoming performance takes 
what Varjabedian describes as a 

“new age” approach to dance. Her 
choreography juxtaposes classical 
and modern techniques, which re-
fl ects the development and evolu-
tion of Armenia and Armenian cul-
ture since independence. “I imple-
ment movements that are coy and 
proud,” she explained. “My inspira-
tion comes from not only what is in 
the past, but also the future. Th is is 
what we were, this is what we are, 
and this is what we will be. What-
ever it is we will be, we will always 
maintain what we were and are be-
cause we are proud Armenians.”

Along with classical pieces, Yer-
az will be performing a hip-hop 

variation to a song titled Yerazank 
– by the group Arevig, an Arme-
nia-based children’s choir. “In the 
middle of the song you hear duduk, 
which gives it a new twist,” Varjabe-
dian said. “[Th e choreography has] 
some hip-hop movements and 
you see classical Armenian move-
ments. Th ere is a New-Age rhythm 
and compilation of music.” For this 
piece, the dancers will be dressed in 
cargo pants, tank tops, and rhine-
stone belts.

Th ese costumes are in sharp con-
trast to those of the rest of the show. 
For the traditional dances, the cos-
tumes are fully embroidered with 
gold fabric, lace, and headpieces. 
Th e girls add hair extensions to cre-
ate long, thick braids to fall down 
the front of their dresses. “For each 
dance, the costume is appropriate 
for that dance,” Varjabedian said. 

Th e costumes correspond to the 
traditional meaning behind each 

dance. “Th e meaning of each dance 
is powerful,” Varjabedian contin-
ued. “Th e girls feel exactly what 
they mean because when I teach, I 
tell my students what [the dances] 
mean.” 

Varjabedian said she has a strict 
style of teaching, intended to in-
still discipline. “Th ey are taught 
posture, how to walk, bow, to keep 
their shoulders down, arms up, and 
stomachs in,” she said. “Th e disci-
pline transfers on to other things 
in life. [Th e students] are taught [to 
develop a sense of] pride and self-
esteem and to work hard.”

Based in Orange County, Yeraz 
has faced challenges in terms re-
tention, due to the fact that the 
local Armenian community is geo-
graphically scattered. Unlike in 
Glendale, where there are over 20 
dance groups within close proximi-
ty, students of Yeraz reside far from 
one another. “Some of my students 

drive 45 minutes to get to rehearsal 
because we are in such a spread-out 
Armenian community” Varjabe-
dian said. “It is hard to maintain 
because everyone has diff erent 
activities and it is not a close-knit 
Armenian community due to the 
distance.” 

Among other challenges are the 
busy schedules of the youth, as 
each dancer is involved in a variety 
of extracurricular activities. 

Two months ago, Yeraz added a 
male element to the company. Th e 
boys’ dances are choreographed 
by Melkonian. “He has strong 
Armenian technical movements” 
Varjabedian said, commenting on 
her collaboration with Melkonian, 
who is also the director of the ARA 
Dance Studio in San Fernando 
Valley. “Th e partnership we have 
is a wonderful mix,” Varjabedian 
continued. “Each of us has been 
trained diff erently, but we work 
very well together and share our 
visions. Both of us are working to-
ward the same goal.” 

Melkonian believes community 
support is crucial for fostering 
a more serious environment for 
young dancers. “[Th e students need 
to] learn about their roots and cul-
ture and become closer to their cul-
ture,” he said. “Every Armenian in 
every art form should go down to 
the roots.”  �

connect:
(714) 403-0875.

Carrying the cultural torch through dance 

Th inking about a career in law enforcement? Th e Glendale PD may have a job for 
you.

Th e Yeraz Dance Company on stage.
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New York
JUNE 8 - OUTDOOR PLAY-
DATE AT ARMENIAN SOCIETY 
OF NY, 12 noon - 4PM at 39-03 
Little Neck Pkwy. Kids 2-5. Info: 
646-734-0610. 
JUNE 8 – NEW YORK ARME-
NIAN HOME’S ANNUAL PICNIC 
ON THE HOME GROUNDS AT 
137-31 45TH AVENUE, FLUSH-
ING, NY. MUSIC BY John Yar-
pinian, Souren Baronian, Jerry 
Tarpinian, and Chris Marashl-
ian, vocals by Elias Sarkar. DE-
LICIOUS FOOD. PARKING IS 
AVAILABLE. STARTS FROM 
1:00 PM - ? FOR INFO CALL 718-
4611504.
JUNE 19-24 - ART @ THE CA-
THEDRAL: GIVING FORM TO 
FAITH Art exhibition and con-
cert in celebration of the 40th 
anniversary of the consecration 
of St. Vartan Armenian Cathe-
dral, presented by the Diocese of 
the Armenian Church of Ameri-
ca (Eastern). Th e exhibition will 
highlight the collection of the Di-
ocese, including works by Arshile 
Gorky, and showcase a range 
of works by contemporary and 
emerging Armenian-American 
artists. It opens at the Diocesan 
Center, 630 Second Ave., New 
York, N.Y., on June 19 at 5:30 p.m. 
and continues through June 24. 
Admission is free. An opening 
night concert, featuring Lucine 
Amara, soprano; Sahan Arzruni, 
piano; Ani Aznavoorian, cello; 
will begin at 7:30 p.m. Call 212-
293-1270 to order concert tickets 
($20 adults; $15 students). 
JUNE 19-24  - ART @ THE CA-
THEDRAL: GIVING FORM TO 
FAITH Art exhibition and con-
cert in celebration of the 40th 
anniversary of the consecration 
of St. Vartan Armenian Cathe-
dral, presented by the Diocese 
of the Armenian Church of 
America (Eastern). Th e exhibi-
tion will highlight the collection 
of the Diocese, including works 
by Arshile Gorky, and showcase 
a range of works by contempo-
rary and emerging Armenian-
American artists. It opens at the 
Diocesan Center, 630 Second 
Ave., New York, N.Y., on June 
19 at 5:30 p.m. and continues 
through June 24. Admission is 
free. An opening night concert, 

featuring Lucine Amara, sopra-
no, Sahan Arzruni, piano, Ani 
Aznavoorian, cello, will begin at 
7:30 p.m. Call 212-293-1270 to or-
der concert tickets ($20 adults; 
$15 students). 
SEPTEMBER 13 - ANCA East-
ern Region Annual Banquet in 
New York. Mark your calendar 
for the Second Annual Banquet 
sponsored by the Armenian Na-
tional Committee of America, 
Eastern Region. Cocktails and 
silent auction followed by din-
ner and special awards program. 
Th e Grand Hyatt, 109 East 42nd 
Street at Grand Central Terminal, 
New York. Tickets $250. Mention 

“ANC Banquet” for special hotel 
room rate (limited availability). 
More details to follow.
SEPTEMBER 27-28 - 59th An-
nual Artists’ Ball, presented by 
NY ASA. Two-day art exhibit. 
Gallerie Icosahedron, TriBeca, 
NY. ASA looking for new art-
ists to join show. Application 
due May 30, 2008. Go to www.
asainc.org/newyork/artistsball 
or email ArtistsBall@gmail.com. 
OCTOBER 24 - CHILDREN OF 
ARMENIA FUND’s 5th Annual 
Save a Generation Awards Din-
ner at Cipriani 42nd St., NYC.  
www.coafkids.org. 

New Jersey
MAY 31 - Celebrating 90th An-
niversary of Th e First Republic 
of Armenia Organized by ARF 
DRO Gomideh of New Jersey. 
Featured performers include 
Sayat Nova Dance Group of 
Boston, Nersik Ispirian and 
Salbi Mailyan from Los Angeles, 
Akh’tamar Dance Ensemble of 
St. Th omas Armenian Church, 

NJ Hamazkayin Nayiri Dance 
Group, and NJ Hamazkayin 
Children’s Choir. 7pm. Felician 
College, 262 S. Main St. Lodi, NJ 
07644. Admission: $50, $35, $25. 
For tickets or more information 
please call Mari Keshishian 201-
227-9884, ARF Offi  ce 201-945-
0011 or Arfdro@gmail.com.
JUNE 1 - Annual St. Leon Ar-
menian Church Picnic -- KEBAB 
& KEF --  Live Music with spe-
cial guest appearance by ON-
NIK DINKJIAN. Great food and 
great fun for the whole family 

- FREE ADMISSION - Sunday, 
noon - 5:00 p.m. Rain or shine. 
For info call Church Offi  ce,  201- 
791-2862. At St. Leon Armenian 
Church, 12-61 Saddle River Rd. 
Fair Lawn, NJ
JUNE 1 - AAHPO MEDICAL 
WORKSHOP. Th e Armenian 
American Health Professionals 
Organization welcome all to at-
tend this workshop and meet 
and learn about various health 
issues from health care pro-
fessionals. At St. Gregory Th e 
Enlightener Church in White 
Plains, NY. 12:00 noon immedi-
ately following badarak.
JUNE 7-8 - St. Mary Armenian 
Church - 2 Day Food & Music Fes-
tival, Food, music, kids activities 
Saturday, noon-8 pm; Sunday, 
noon-6 pm, 200 W. Mt. Pleasant 
Ave. Livingston 973 -533-9794 
JUNE 14 - HOVNANIAN 
SCHOOL ANNUAL DINNER 
DANCE. Honoring the Class of  
2008. Sponsored by the Hovna-
nian School PTO. Please save 
the date.
JUNE 14-  Father’s Day Eve 
DINNER DANCE sponsored by 
St. Th omas Armenian Church, 
Saturday,  8:00 PM; Corner of 

Rt. 9W & E. Clinton Avenue, 
Tenafl y, NJ 07670; Music by 
MOSHE & Company. Adults $50 
per person, Children 11 & under 
$20. Includes Full Mezze, Dinner, 
Dessert, Soft Drinks & Coff ee! 
Cash Bar Available. For reser-
vations contact: Sylva Torosian, 
(201) 894-0143, Tanya Vartanyan 
(201) 941-6764, Rosine Hovse-
pian (201) 265-1275 and Church 
Offi  ce (201) 567-5446.
JUNE 22 - AGAU Alumni As-
soc 46th Annual Scholarship 
luncheon. Sunday. At the Land-
mark II, E. Rutherford, NJ Do-
nation $35. For reservations call 
Rose Kirian at 201-791-5886.
SEPTEMBER 25 -  River Vale, 
NJ. Sts. Vartanantz Church 6th 
Annual Golf Outing. River Vale 
Country Club. Lunch, Dinner, 
Golf and More. Shotgun start 
at 12:45pm. For reservations 
or more info please call : Mark 
Alashaian 201-483-3200, Rich 
Krikorian 201-664-6885, Sarkis 
Shirinian 201-307-0825 or the 
Church Offi  ce 201- 943-2950. 
OCTOBER 3 & 4 - Save the 
Date! Hamazkayin of New Jer-

sey presents: For the 40th Anni-
versary of NJ Chapter and 80th 
Anniversary of Hamazkayin 
- Cultural Seminar - Armenian 
Movie Screening, Literary Com-
petition, Identity and the Arme-
nian Youth
OCTOBER 25 - Gala celebration 
of the 50th Anniversary of the 
Prelacy of the Armenian Apos-
tolic Church of America under 
the jurisdiction of the Great 
House of Cilicia and the 110th 
anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Armenian Church 
in America. Marriott at Glen-
pointe, Teaneck, New Jersey. 
Details to follow. 

California
MAY 31 – “AN AFTERNOON 
OF CULINARY ART.” Presented 
by San Gabriel Valley Ararat 
Guild. Featuring Chef Gerald 
Isacsson. Saturday, 11:00 a.m. 
Altadena Town & Country Club, 
2290 Country Club Dr., Altade-
na, CA. Donation: $35.00 For 
tickets contact Alice Mgrublian, 
(323) 255-3769.

by Lory Tatoulian

GLENDALE, Calif.� - In a cool 
jazz setting at Glendale’s Notte 
Luna Restaurant, tucked away in a 
nondescript alleyway, music lovers 
and supporters of the Ara Project 
gathered on May 24 to raise funds 
for a summer camp in Gyumri 
while listening to the wild piano 
riff s of master jazz pianist Tigran 
Hamasyan. 

“We’re here tonight to continue 
our series of events that help us 
raise money to fund the Endanik 
Summer Camp in Gyumri,” Ara 
Project Chairman Vasken Khan-
jian said. 

Th e Ara Project is a nonprofi t or-
ganization that was founded by a 
group of family and friends of the 
late Ara Baran, who was a 23-year-
old medical student when he sud-
denly died of a pulmonary embo-
lism nearly seven years ago. In re-
sponse to the tragedy, Ara’s friends 
became proactive and formed an 
organization that would help dis-
advantaged Armenian children in 
memory of their beloved friend. As 
the grassroots organization gained 
steam over the years, the number 

of volunteers grew along with the 
number of dollars raised. 

Since its inception, the Ara Proj-
ect has hosted a number of fund-
raising events to benefi t many of 
its humanitarian outreach projects, 
ranging from buying boots, winter 
clothes, and Christmas gifts for 
children living in extreme poverty 
to sponsoring a summer camp pro-
gram for orphans living in Vana-
dzor. 

In 2005, the down-home orga-
nization sent over $3,000 to assist 

children in Gyumri. In 2006, the Ara 
Project increased its fi nancial sup-
port fi ve-fold by sending $15,000 to 
the Endanik Summer Camp. At this 
year’s event, over $5,000 was raised 
to once again underwrite the costs 
of sending children to camp.

“Instead of building a statue or 
plaque to memorialize Ara, we 
wanted to create a living memo-
rial,” Khanjian said. “Th ese pro-
grams really encapsulate what Ara 
was about, his love for life, his 
compassion for helping others, 

and his fi rm belief in the Christian 
faith.”

Th e project’s primary focus has 
been its support of the Endanik 
Charity Society in Gyumri, a pro-
gram that helps over 1,500 indi-
viduals, including disabled youths, 
orphans, and underprivileged 
families living in the region. Th e 
Endanik School also off ers an af-
terschool program where children 
have the opportunity to learn 
skills such as dance, computer de-
sign, theater, journalism, jewelry 
design, foreign languages, and 
woodworking. 

Th e summer camp is regarded as 
the highlight of the children’s expe-
rience at Endanik. Th e Ara Project 
sponsors nearly 150 children to at-
tend the camp. Th e camp is divided 
into two weeks. Th e fi rst week is 
geared towards children from poor 
families; the second is designed to 
cater to children who are physically 
disabled. 

“We really make sure the kids get 
the full camp experience and enjoy 
themselves,” Khanjian said. “Th ey 
put on elaborate performances, 
they make arts and crafts, they eat 
great food, the children really have 
the time of their lives.”

In addition to the camp, the Ara 
Project launched its Endanik Child 
Sponsorship program, through 
which children are provided with 
basic living necessities for a dollar 
a day. 

“Fifty percent of the sponsored 
money goes to home needs and 
the other half goes to support the 
Endanik School,” Ara Project Trea-
surer Ani Jambazian said. “All the 
money that is raised goes straight 
to the kids.”

Guests enjoyed the copious 
buff et of Armenian food while 
relishing the thundering piano 
compositions of Hamasyan, and 
made donations between jazz 
sets. 

Hamasyan, who has gained in-
ternational fame after winning the 
much-coveted Th elonious Monk 
Jazz Award, felt a special connect-
edness to the event, as he is a na-
tive of Gyumri. 

“I am glad that something like this 
is happening,” he said. “Many of 
these kids are so talented and they 
deserve to have the chance to be 
fully supported in their talents.”   �

connect:
araproject.com

Ara Project raises funds for summer camp in Gyumri

Scenes from the Endanik Summer Camp. Campers enjoying watermelon and ice 
cream.
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Entrepreneurial 
sisters take on 
the world of 
cosmoceuticals 

by Mariette Tachdjian

Th ree continents. Two devoted 
sisters. One fl ourishing business. 
For Irma and Carla-Maria Khan-
jian, having oceans between them 
has only catapulted their success 
to new heights. With operations 
divided between Montreal and 
Geneva (with a foothold in Asia as 
well), their biotechnology company, 
Befutur, is up against some of the 
biggest players in the cutthroat 
industry of cosmoceuticals. Part 
global businesswomen, part scien-
tists, and part cosmetologists, this 
tenacious twosome exemplifi es 
success born out of sibling devo-
tion and fi erce perseverance.

As CEO and executive director, 
respectively, of Befutur Suisse, Car-
la-Maria and Irma never imagined 
becoming leaders in the fi eld of skin 
care, let alone owning a whole bio-
technology company. In fact, the 
word “biotechnology” never even 
entered their vocabulary as they 
were growing up. Th e sisters, who 
were born and educated in Beirut, 
studied economics at the American 
University of Beirut – Carla-Ma-
ria earning a Master’s and Irma 
a Bachelor’s. After escaping the 
Lebanese civil war and immigrat-
ing with their family to Montreal, 
Irma excelled in human resources 
and recruitment while Carla-Maria 
worked in various high-level posi-
tions in China, Europe, and the 
Middle East.

As fate would have it, Irma’s per-
sonal life took her to Switzerland. 

In Geneva she joined an invest-
ment fi rm whose clients included 
the founder of Befutur Suisse, a 
cutting-edge Swiss biotech com-
pany that specialized in cell and 
tissue engineering. Soon the two 
sisters were asked to join the cor-
porate ranks of Befutur Suisse as 
project specialists, to help develop 
and launch a new line of skin-care 
products. Teaming up with an elite 
laboratory and renowned scien-
tists, the company developed new 
methods of harvesting human skin 
cells, which in turn were sold to top 
skin-care companies for 

cosmetological testing. After a 
number of years building experi-
ence and professional relationships, 
the sisters began to strategize a 
business partnership together. By 
2002, after tireless eff orts, sleepless 
nights, and a shared vision, they 
bought out Befutur Suisse, becom-
ing its sole owners.

Th e relentless work, which com-
bined years of marketing skills and 
fi nancial strategies, fi nally paid off  
when they licensed and launched 
Befutur’s own, proprietary cellular 
complex as a skin-care line. La Peau 
(which, appropriately, means “skin” 
in French) was marketed as a line of 
skin creams that claims to outper-
form some of the leading brands 
with its antioxidant and anti-wrin-
kle agents. Mostly through word 
of mouth, interested buyers soon 
emerged, ranging from medical and 
scientifi c circles to beauty-prod-
uct retailers. But the sisters’ work 
did not stop there. Th ey continued 
their eff orts in heavy marketing 
and public relations, hitting mar-
kets in Asia and the Middle East. 
With only two pairs of hands and 
little fi nancial backing, the sisters 
have seen a small company reach 
global appeal with very limited re-
sources, believing you don’t need 
millions to realize your passion. 

“When we bought the company, the 

product line was just a concept,” 
Irma says. “Our merit lies in the 
fact that, yes, although we inher-
ited a concept, we made it happen 
by our own means.” 

Gaining rave reviews at a steady 
rate, their product has now be-
gun penetrating celebrity circles. 
Singer/songwriter Gloria Estefan 
is among their newest clients, as 
is actress Susan Sarandon. Th e dy-
namic duo’s motto, “You promise, 
you deliver,” can be heard loud and 
clear in their voices. Th eir sense 
of integrity and uncompromising 
work ethic resonate through their 
tremendous energy and excite-
ment for a product which has been 
developed to represent quality and 
good health. 

In 2007, Carla-Maria was hon-
ored as one of three nominees for 
the Earnst & Young “Entrepreneur 
of the Year” award in Canada. Th e 
Khanjian sisters’ story has also 
appeared in various publications, 
and La Peau has graced the pages 
of Elle, Marie Claire, and Cosmopoli-
tan, among others. But their most 
critical test was passed when they 
gained acceptance and respect from 
the world’s most fi nicky connois-
seurs of scientifi c-grade skin care, 
the Swiss themselves. Th eir next 
step is to partner with an investor 
or distributor to market and dis-
tribute their products on A larger 
scale.

Despite the distance that still 
keeps them apart, this sisterhood 
thrives on its unique working styles, 
which complement each other. 

“Carla sometimes is more of a risk-
taker, I am more down to earth. 
We learn from each other,” Irma 
explains. Not surprisingly, they say 
they were over-achievers in school, 
both in academics and competitive 
sports. To this day they both still 
compete in athletics. Carla-Maria 
has participated in multiple tri-
athlons and Irma is an avid swim-

mer and runner. Th e term “wonder 
woman” comes to mind. 

One message Irma and Carla-
Maria would like to pass on to the 
reader is that exercise and sports 
may just be the best coping mecha-
nisms for surviving some of life’s 
worst hardships. Th e sisters have 
empowered and mentored numer-
ous women through professional 
networks as well as community 
outreach programs – which have 
included mentoring of immigrant 
women. 

As proud Armenians, Carla-Ma-
ria and Irma feel blessed to have 
been raised by loving parents “who 
instilled trust, hard work, and eth-
ics.” Th e sisters were always active 
participants in girl scouts and Ar-
menian clubs. Th ey said they feel 

very proud of being Armenian and 
always emphasize that they are 
Lebanese/Canadian sisters of Ar-
menian origin. Perhaps it is that 
fl exibility and adaptability that has 
helped manifest their dreams into 
reality. Indeed, Carla-Maria’s dream 
of someday being on the cover of 
Forbes doesn’t seem so far-fetched. 
After all, they have already paved 
a unique path for future female 
entrepreneurs. We look forward to 
watching their stars rise higher and 
higher. 

An interesting tidbit: Irma and 
Carla-Maria are cousins to another 
successful woman, actress Arsinée 
Khanjian. �

connect
lapeauskincare.com

Skin deep and oceans wide

Irma and Carla-Maria Khanjian.

Argam 
DerHartunian and 
Scott Badenoch 
turn their passion 
for environmental 
preservation into a 
global initiative

by Jon Alexanian

LOS ANGELES� – In 2007, Ar-
gam DerHartunian was in his fi nal 
semester of law school at Pepper-
dine University when he decided 
to take the path less traveled. 
Th ough he fi nished the year at the 
top of his class, after attending a 
few interviews at large law fi rms 
he decided practicing law was not 
going to give him the personal ful-
fi llment he desired. DerHartuni-
an’s passion for the environment 
was cultivated at a young age. Now, 
as an adult, he is determined to 
spark a global “green” revolution 
via his Web platform, CreativeCiti-
zen.com. 

Prior to law school, Der Hartunian 
graduated from UC Berkeley with 
a degree in political science. An 
avid follower of Armenian aff airs, 
he interned at the anca offi  ces 
in Washington, and participated 
in Birthright Armenia projects by 
working for usaid in Yerevan and 
the Land and Culture Organization 
in Karabakh. 

In his last academic semester 
at law school, DerHartunian de-
veloped a business model with 
his partner, Scott Badenoch, and 
eventually created CreativeCitizen.
com. In a nutshell, the website in-
corporates member input, creative 
thinking, and analytical calcula-
tions, in order to fi nd environmen-
tally sound solutions for people to 
adapt to their everyday life.

Global warming is no longer the 
only major environmental issue. 
Carbon emissions are only one 
component of the equation. “We 
have smog in the air and mercury 
in our water, deteriorating forests, 
and much more,” DerHartunian 
says. “To create a community that 
doesn’t abuse the world’s resources 
and to rethink the way things are 
done. Th at’s where Creative Citizen 
comes into play.”

Creating a user profi le on the 
easy-to-navigate CreativeCitizen.
com is similar to many social-net-
work websites. DerHartunian is 
optimistic that the synergy of mul-
tiple users will help spawn effi  cient 
plans to better preserve and save 
the environment from further de-
terioration. Th e concept behind the 
site was made simple in order to ef-
fectively expand the amount of con-
tributors. Even it its early stages, 
the site has already generated a lot 
of attention. CreativeCitizen.com 
was selected as a sponsor of events 
such as Vernare’s Green Showroom 
in Los Angeles and the EcoCities 
Digital Be-in in San Francisco. 

“Once you start breaking down 
small tasks that can be done to 
conserve resources, it almost 

becomes contagious,” DerHartu-
nian says. “From something as 
large as cutting down pollution 
emitted by vehicles to something 
as small as making sure none of 
your faucets in the home leak 
water, there are tons of ways to 
help out. Our website serves as a 
forum to share this content and 
actually will actually run a valu-
ation on the amount of benefi t it 
will provide to society.”

For example, if you think of a 
new way to reduce the amount of 
water wasted in your household 
by two gallons a day, you may sub-
mit your idea, which is termed as 
a “creative solution,” and Creative 
Citizen will quantify the impact 
it will have on the environment, 
then assign the user an amount of 

“greenage.” Users can subsequently 
track their progress as citizens and 
see how much they have saved in 
terms of waste, water, emissions, 
energy, and money. 

Greenage will be tied in with 
philanthropic contributions. A sig-
nifi cant amount of the company’s 
revenue will consist of contribu-
tions from causes that share the 
same values as the online commu-
nity, with contributions growing in 
proportion to greenage generated 
by users. Th e more greenage, the 
better.

After creative solutions are sub-
mitted, site members will have op-
portunities to rank, edit, and cri-
tique them, in essence making the 
site function like a “Green-Wikipe-
dia.” DerHartunian explains, “Th e 
concept is to allow humans to 
govern their own ideas, and this 
in turn will bring about the most 
effi  cient ways to save the environ-
ment. If you think about it, global 
economies and businesses operate 
the same way. Th e ‘free market’ dic-
tates the direction of business as 
the ‘free ideas’ will dictate the di-
rection on ideas on CreativeCitizen.

com. As the administrator of the 
site, I really won’t impose anything 
more than my own personal opin-
ion as any user would.”

Th e concept of zero resources 
is something businesses are al-
ready trending toward and look-
ing at as the future. “Essential 
Living Foods is a company that 
created organic products that are 
also made with zero resources,” 
DerHartunian says. “Rainwater is 
used to grow corps and provide 
a very holistic approach. Th is is 
the type of eco-friendly produc-
tion that society needs to adopt.” 
DerHartunian adds that the op-
portunity to improve global en-
vironmental conditions is more 
signifi cant than ever and it will 
take a shift in the way things are 
done to truly produce sustainable 
conditions.

Creative Citizen represents a sig-
nifi cant paradigm shift. Instead of 
continuing down the same path of 
global unawareness and consump-
tion, a Creative Citizen helps re-
duce worldwide problems through 
daily, personal solutions. 

“It’s time to be the creators in-
stead of the takers,” DerHartunian 
says. “With the input of the global 
population, we can fi ne tangible 
ways together. Our goal is to help 
each person see how little acts have 
truly big eff ects.”

CreativeCitizen.com is always 
seeking to add to its talent pool 
and staff . Internship opportuni-
ties are also available. For further 
details or questions about the web-
site, contact argam@creativecitizen.
com �

Creative Citizen’s path to green

Co-owners Argam DerHartunian (right) and Scott Badenoch.

ROAD LESS TRAVELED
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Sirusho takes fourth 
place

by Betty Panossian-Ter 
Sarkissian

YEREVAN – In its third year in the 
Eurovision Song Contest, Arme-
nia took an important step closer 
to pleasing a wider European au-
dience. At the finals which took 
place in Belgrade, Serbia, on May 
24, Sirusho, accompanied by the 
backup vocals of Armenian pop 
singers Tigran Petrosyan and 
Razmik Amyan, ended up at in 
4th place out of 26 participants. Ar-
menia took 8th place last year and 
the year before.

Eurovision is Europe’s most fa-
mous music festival, which is sup-
posed to produce new hits for the 
European music market. “Qele-
Qele,” meaning “C’mon, c’mon” 
(lyrics by Sirusho, music by Der-
Hova) definitely became one.

“I was very much surprised to see 
the audience sing every word of ‘Qele-
Qele,’ and not just the English words,” 
said Sirusho during a press confer-
ence after her return to Yerevan. 

“They were actually singing the Arme-
nian opening ‘Yes im mair hoghits 
yela verev…’ (I emerged from my 
mother earth.) Every word of it!”

Sirusho did bring home an award, 
one of the four Official Eurovision 
Fan Awards. “We received an award 
for best stage presence and perfor-
mance, and I consider it the unison 
of all the other awards,” said Sirusho.

How much did diaspora 
voting count?
“Qele-Qele,” an up-tempo East-
ern-ethnic pop song, was a clever 

choice, a definite crowd pleaser. A 
youthful and beautiful Sirusho had 
a dynamic performance and with 
her flirty short-skirt dress, semi-
belly dancing, absolutely turned 
some heads at every corner of Eu-
rope.

How much of her success did 
Sirusho owe to the Armenian 
diaspora in Europe? In the past 
two years, it was a much easier 
guess. This year Armenia received 
votes from such countries as San 
Marino and Montenegro, where 
some Armenians may live, but 
an organized Armenian commu-
nity does not exist. As in previ-

ous years, Armenia received high 
scores from France, Greece, Rus-
sia, Turkey, and Spain, among 
other countries.

Diaspora voting, as always, did 
count for almost all participant 
countries. Neighbors voted to 
neighbors, enemies ignored each 
other. Viewers in Turkey gave the 
highest 12 points to Azerbaijan, a 
first-time participant. Azerbaijani 
viewers reciprocated. Armenia re-
ceived nothing from Azerbaijan 
but generously gave it two points. 
Georgia too, another first-time 
participant, gave its highest scores 
to Armenia.

As in previous years, the rep-
resentatives of Public TV argued 
that Armenia was among the best 
not solely due to the efforts of the 
diaspora. But both Public TV of-
ficials and Sirusho herself repeat-
edly thanked Armenians in Europe 
(including Armenia) for their sup-
port. 

“Unlike previous years, this year 
we received scores from most of 
the voting countries,” said Armen 
Arzoumanyan, the executive di-
rector of Armenia’s Public Televi-
sion Channel.

“Eurovision has just 
begun”
Going to Belgrade definitely made 
Sirusho a favorite young female 
singer in music circles in various 
countries in Europe. 

While in Belgrade, Sirusho ex-

panded the horizons of her career 
even before the final contest took 
place. She wrote the lyrics and 
composed the music of a song for 
the participant representing Ro-
mania. “It was the first time in the 
history of Eurovision that before 
the contest a participant wrote 
a song for another participant,” 
said Sirusho and added that the 
given song was first presented to 
the public during the party fol-
lowing the contest and that it was 
well received.

“According to me, the most im-
portant achievement for Sirusho 
at Belgrade was to gain the inter-
est of major music record compa-
nies,” said Mr. Arzoumanyan. He 
revealed that Sirusho has received 
an offer from the Greek branch of 
EMI Records to record the Greek 
version of “Qele-Qele.” “This is a 
great opportunity. Only through 
the gates of Eurovision Song Con-
test could a singer from Armenia 
receive such a proposal from a 
global record company,” claimed 
Mr. Arzoumanyan.

Other future projects for Sirusho 
are tours in various European 
countries following her successes 
at the song contest. “To me Eurovi-
sion did not just end, but it has just 
begun,” said Sirusho. “I will simply 
continue to work with the same 
vigor.” f

At Eurovision, Armenia inches closer to the top

Sirusho, who 
performed “Qele-
Qele” in Belgrade 
and took fourth 
place in Europe’s 
Eurovision Song 
Contest. Photo: 
Photolure.

Armenia

From Armenia, in brief
ARF switches ministers 
as World Congress 
concludes
The 30th World Congress of the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Federation 
concluded on May 26. If the del-
egates – representing party units 
in Armenia, Karabakh, Georgia, 
and the diaspora – had misgivings 
about the policies adopted and ac-
tions taken by the party’s execu-
tive body, the Bureau, over the last 
four years, there was no evidence 
of that in the formal results of the 
congress. Seven of the nine mem-
bers of the Bureau were reelected. 
The Bureau was expanded to eleven 
members. The three ARF members 
who are members of the govern-
ment are among the new members 

of the Bureau. Hrant Markarian 
remains the the Bureau represen-
tative.

The three ministers, Agriculture 
Minister Davit Lokian, Social Se-
curity Minister Aghvan Vartani-
an, and Education Minister Levon 
Mkrtchian, resigned from the 
government. Under the coalition 
agreement, they will be replaced by 
other ARF designees.

In an announcement, the World 
Congress confirmed that the party 
had intended to enter the opposi-
tion after the presidential elections 
but remained in government in the 
interest of maintaining stability in 
the tense – and bloody – post-elec-
tion situation. The party may re-
view its continued membership in 
the government on a periodic basis.

North Atlantic Council 
members pleased
Armenia’s progress in the process 
of implementation of its Individual 
Partnership Action Plan (IPAP) with 
NATO was discussed on May 28 at 
the session of the North-Atlantic 
Council, Mediamax reported.

Foreign Minister Eduard Na-
lbandian confirmed Armenia’s 
commitment to the peaceful reso-
lution of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict. He also noted Armenia’s 
continued readiness, without pre-
conditions, to establish relations 
with NATO member Turkey. Both 
points are IPAP principles.

Defense Minister Seyran Oha-
nian discussed the process of mili-
tary reform, steps taken toward 

a Strategic Defense Review (SDR), 
and measures aimed to the increase 
of interoperability of Armenia’s 
armed forces with NATO forces.

Sefilian may be denied 
citizenship
Jirair Sefilian, a Lebanese citi-
zen who moved to Armenia and 
attained prominence in the libera-
tion of Shushi – a turning point in 
the Karabakh War – may be denied 
Armenian citizenship because of 
a criminal record. He is currently 
serving an 18-month prison sen-
tence. In late 2006, he was arrested 
and charged with sedition. He was 
acquitted of that charge but found 
guilty of possessing an illegal fire-
arm – a gift from Samvel Babayan, 

the onetime commander of Nago-
rno-Karabakh’s Defense Army.

The police last week moved to 
have him deported at the end of 
his prison sentence, but the peti-
tion was rejected by the court. Un-
der Armenian law, a person who 
has custody of minors cannot be 
deported, and Mr. Sefilian is the fa-
ther of two minors.

Asked about the case of Mr. Se-
filian, who was in the ARF during 
the Karabakh War, but has long 
since parted ways with that party, 
Bureau Representative (and fellow 
Karabakh veteran) Hrant Margar-
ian said, “We believe all Armenians 
are entitled to citizenship and that 
applies to Jirair Sefilian as well.” f

See more briefs on page 20

Trustee contributions to the AGMM

Financial contributions by former and current members of the Board of Trustees of 
Armenian Genocide Museum and Memorial (AGMM) for the benefit of the AGMM as of 
September 2006
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Life is hard – and getting lonelier – on the border
by Tatul Hakobyan

TAVUSH MARZ, Armenia – In the 
past five months, only one child has 
been born in Barekamavan village: 
a girl named Asia. Since Barekama-
van is an aging village, for the past 
few years the number of people 
passing away is greater than the 
number of those being born. Seven 
people have already died this year.

Hovik Gharakeshishian, the 
head of the village, is concerned 
about Barekamavan’s future.

“At this rate, in 15 to 20 years 
Barekamavan will end. A few de-
cades ago the village had 1,000 
residents. Today the number is 330. 
There was a time when the village 
school had more than 200 students; 
today the number is 44. At best, 
three or four children are born each 
year,” says Mr. Gharakeshishian.

Barekamavan has no godfathers. 
Even during elections, candidates 
fail to visit the village – an index of 
just how neglected and ignored this 
border village has become. “During 
the presidential elections, when 
Serge Sargsian came to Noyembe-
rian on his campaign, they asked us 
to take some people from our village 
for a meeting with the presidential 
candidate. We took 60 people to 
Noyemberian. All officials ostenta-
tiously visit the fertile villages of the 
Ararat plateau. No one visits these 
parts,” says the village headman.

Serjhik Gharakeshishian, 
one of the remaining residents 
of Barekamavan, complains that 
only Nagorno-Karabakh occupies 
the center of the state’s attention 

– even though Barekamavan is also 
Karabakh.

“During the years of the conflict, 
up to 160 people were armed from 
this village, while today, the num-
ber could only be 20 to 25,” he com-
plains, presenting these figures as 
evidence that no other village in 
Armenia is as neglected, ignored, 
and poor as Barekamavan. 

To the northeast of Armenia, 
where the Armenia-Georgia border 
ends, the Armenia-Azerbaijan bor-
der begins. Tavush marz has about 
20 Armenian settlements scattered 
along its 100-mile border with Azer-
baijan. In this section of the border, 
some villages are directly in the 
enemy’s line of fire. In the wake of 
the May 1994 ceasefire, this remains 
the most unstable section of the Ar-
menia-Azerbaijan border. Dozens of 
peaceful residents and soldiers have 
fallen victim to snipers.

Barekamavan has an eight-kilo-
meter long border with Azerbaijan. 
Four hundred hectares of the vil-
lages’ arable lands and orchards 
have not been cultivated for the 
past 15 years, as they are on the 
border and have been mined. The 
residents of Barekamavan can cul-
tivate only 55 hectares of land – a 
very small area even for a village of 
330 residents.

“First of all, everything must be 
done so that the remaining 20 to 25 
young families of the village contin-
ue living here, otherwise the village 
will completely vanish,” the head of 
the village says, with a grave tone.

Under enemy control
Berkaber village – which, unlike 
Barekamavan, is not secluded from 
the main highway – is also aging. 
Today, only 53 students study in 
a village school that had 165 stu-
dents in 1990. Berkaber village 
head Suren Khudaverdian notes 
that a new wave of flight from the 
village is noticeable this year. Lead-
ers and citizens of the nine villages 
we visited confirmed this year’s 
increase in the number of people 
fleeing their hometowns.

Incidentally, if in the 1990s peo-
ple preferred to emigrate abroad, 

mainly to Russia, today they are 
moving both to Yerevan and Rus-
sia equally. Hikes in the cost of liv-
ing pushes people out of the border 
towns, while construction employ-
ment in Yerevan is a lure to able-
bodied residents.

“What are these authorities 
building? Yerevan and the North-
ern Avenue. People are leaving the 
village because of the continuous 
price rises. They either find work in 
construction in the capital city, or 
in Russia. A villager must cultivate 
land and keep animals. The lands 
of this village are under the control 
of the enemy. Until this latest price 
rise it was still possible to exist, but 
now it is impossible,” says Mr. Khu-
daverdian.

The 800 hectares of mostly fruit 
bearing orchards of Berkaber 

– which shares a 10-kilometer bor-
der with Azerbaijan – are under the 
control of the enemy. The remain-
ing lands are dangerous for cultiva-
tion. Berkaber is separated from its 
neighboring four Azerbaijani vil-
lages by the Joghaz reservoir, con-
structed in 1970 for irrigating Ar-
menian and Azerbaijani lands. The 
main part of the reservoir covers 
Armenian lands, but in order to use 
it the Armenians must pass though 
two Azerbaijani villages, which is 
impossible.

And so, for about 20 years the 
reservoir has not been used, even 
for fishing; for as soon as the Arme-
nians from Berkaber approach the 
shore to fish, the Azerbaijanis fire.

The Armenian army is consid-
ered the most efficient in the re-
gion. A strong army is one of the 
principal guarantors of the defense 
of Armenian lands from the en-
croachments of neighbors. But the 
Armenian soldier is more coura-
geous when he feels support from 
the land-cultivating, lawn-mowing, 
tree-planting villagers. Land is kept 

first of all though cultivation – but 
if the current hopeless situation 
continues in the border regions, 
keeping those borders secure will 
become harder. An Armenian sol-
dier, especially a border-guard, is 
more valiant with the support of 
his family.

Voskepar village became the cen-
ter of the Armenian-Azerbaijani 
conflict in 1990–91. Today, 50 of 
the 250 village houses have been 
locked shut for the past 15 years. 
Mekhak Stepanian, one of the 
young people still living in Voske-
par, says that the government ig-
nores the residents of the border 
village. There is no seed, fuel is very 
expensive, and the only available 
agricultural machines are leftovers 
from Soviet times.

“The residents of those 50 locked 
houses will never return, as they 
have settled in Russia. That is 
where their children and grandchil-
dren were born,” says Mr. Stepan-
ian. “Of the remaining 200 houses, 
80 of them are inhabited by the el-
derly. Those houses are also going 
to be locked up in 15 to 20 years. 
There was a time when the village 
school had more than 300 students, 
while today there are only 135. This 
year a new wave of emigration has 
started. Leaving Voskepar and set-
tling in Russia, the youth see that 
life is easier and happier there, and 
so they remain in Russia.”

An atmosphere of fear
While confirming the latest wave of 
emigration from the border villages, 
residents give different reasons for 
the flight. For example in Bagha-
nis village, African swine fever – a 
disease infecting pigs – is consid-
ered the main reason for emigra-
tion. Because of this disease there 
was an unprecedented drop in the 
numbers of pigs registered in Ar-
menia. In Baghanis, because of the 

disease, about 500 pigs either died 
or were slaughtered. Head of the 
village Arthur Ghukasian says 
that a few youngsters who used to 
keep pigs left for Yerevan or Rus-
sia, as they could not find work 
anywhere, apart from the luxury 
construction going on in Armenia’s 
capital city.

“According to the veterinarians, 
pig farming will be impossible in 
the upcoming five years. Even dur-
ing the Soviet years this village 
was mostly occupied with animal 
husbandry. Cultivating lands is 
not profitable, as our lands are not 
fruit-bearing and are directly in the 
Azerbaijani line of fire. Last year 
a tractor could only cultivate two 
hectares of land before the Azer-
baijanis would fire, and so the ar-
able land remained uncultivated. 
People do not have money to buy 
fertilizers, although the state al-
locates some subsidized fertilizers. 
For example, the market price of 
one sack is 5,000 drams, but they 
sell it at 3,700 drams,” says the head 
of the village.

Even during the Soviet years, 
people from Baghanis’s neighbor-
ing village of Voskevan used to 
leave in search for work. The main 
reason was the shortage and infer-
tility of its lands. However, when 
the war started, the villagers start-
ed to cultivate their lands in an at-
mosphere of fear. People were will-
ing to cultivate their infertile lands, 
rather than die from the enemy’s 
bullet.

“Many things have been left to 
the Azerbaijanis’ whim. They can 
fire on and kill the farmers at any 
given time. Sometimes they fire 
and sometimes they do not. Our 
side can fire on their farms too, but 
they usually do not open fire,” says 
agriculturist Hrachik Antonian 
from Voskevan.

In the past few years life had tak-
en a turn for the positive in the bor-
der villages of Tavush. But the lat-
est price hikes and animal deaths 
has placed the villagers in a difficult 
situation. Unable to find a better 
alternative, some of them leave the 
village temporarily – or forever.

The recent presidential election 
and the post-election develop-
ments “encouraged” the emigration. 
According to official data, former 
President Levon Ter-Petrossian 
has a high reputation in the Ta-
vush marz. But after the March 1 
events, the first president’s trusted 
representatives are being hounded 
throughout Armenia – including 
Tavush. This fact has had an addi-
tional negative impact on the gen-
eral disposition of the people.

Koti is one of the villages where 
Mr. Ter-Petrossian beat President 
Serge Sargsian. Apart from being 

famous for being the birthplace of 
Ter-Petrossian–era Interior Minis-
ter and fugitive Vano Siradeghi-
an, this village is also famous for 
having a 38-kilometer long border 
with Azerbaijan. For this reason 
only 500 hectares of Koti’s 1,500 
hectares are being cultivated. Cur-
rently less than 2,000 people reside 
in the village, which used to have 
about 3,000 residents. Felix Me-
likian notices that even though 
there is no emigration, the number 
of people, especially the youngsters, 
working abroad has increased.

In recent years the cultivation 
of tobacco has been revived in this 
village. The Grand Tobacco Com-
pany signs contracts with the vil-
lagers and pledges to buy the to-
bacco. This year about 25 hectares 
of tobacco have been planted. The 
IFAD project is implementing the 
construction works of the Koti ir-
rigation water project. According 
to Melikian, this is a major project 
and a few hundred hectares of non-
irrigated land will have water.

The price of war
Different projects are being imple-
mented in Koti, as in the rest of 
the border villages, with assistance 
from the government or interna-
tional organizations. However, as 
yet they have not improved the 
villagers’ lives. Many villages are 
simply lagging behind in the devel-
opment which has been registered 
elsewhere in Armenia over the past 
few years. Whenever, for example, 
Yerevan’s development is obvious, 
then one can be sure that the bor-
der villages will continue to be poor. 
In some ways Yerevans’ develop-
ment has had a negative impact 
on the villages, where the already 
small number of younger residents 
aim to go to the capital city with 
the hope of work and a better life. 
Some of them settle in Yerevan, 
and as a result Armenia’s borders 
are weakened.

The problems and difficulties 
in border villages vary. It is even 
more difficult for people to live in 
those settlements where the lands 
are not fertile and are close to the 
enemy’s line of fire, and where the 
villages are secluded from the main 
highway or are far from the marz 
centers. 

However, residents of the border 
villages have one thing in common: 
they all want peace, even though 
they are the ones who have suffered 
the most during the Armenia-Azer-
baijan war. Their perception of war 
and peace is completely different 
from that of people in Yerevan. The 
residents of the border villages at-
tach a greater significance to peace, 
as they have personally suffered, and 
are well aware of the price of war. f

Left: On the 
left side of the 
reservoir is 
the Azerbaijani 
village of 
Mazamli. On 
the right, is the 
Armenian village 
of Berkaber.  
Armenian 
Reporter maps by 
Grigor Beglaryan.

Hovik Gharakeshishian. Photos: Armenian Reporter.



Armenia
The Armenian Reporter | May 31, 2008 19

IFAD helps village economies grow
by Armen Hakobyan

SEVAN, Armenia – Among the ma-
jor projects supporting Armenia’s 
rural development are two agricul-
tural loan programs sponsored by 
the International Fund for Agricul-
tural Development (IFAD) and the 
World Bank. The IFAD program was 
launched in October 2005 and the 
World Bank program in 2006. 

The programs are coordinated 
and monitored by the Rural Fund-
ing Structure, headed by Ara Mu-
radian. He said in an interview that 
around $6 million out of $8.9 million 
allocated by IFAD has been loaned, 
and 315 farms, farmers, or process-
ing companies in the least developed 
mountainous regions of Armenia 
have received low-interest loans.

The World Bank in turn has al-
located $5.3 million, Mr. Muradian 
said, of which $2.2 million has been 
loaned. Around 40 farms have re-
ceived credit.

Another way to get on 
their feet
Beyond the bare figures are real 
people who wish to find the eco-
nomic opportunity to stand firmly 
on their feet on their native land. 
Over the last year and half, Arthur 
Smbatian, 36, has tried to revive 
the once-powerful Sevan Poultry 
Factory, which belongs to the firm 
Basis Sar. Mr. Smbatian is the main 
shareholder of Basis Sar, and he ac-
quired the poultry factory in 1993.

He said in an interview that the 
factory at the time had 30 huge hen 
coops that were desolated. In 1994, 
he said, “in those bad years, those 
terrible years of the Armenian Na-
tional Movement’s rule, I brought 
30,000 birds from Pyatigorsk, Rus-
sia, by air. They were good, egg-lay-
ing hens. In 1997 I was forced to 
shut down the factory because they 

were bringing in cheap eggs from 
Iran. We faced bankruptcy,” he said 
bitterly.

He had now restarted, investing 
in the renovation of one of his hen 
coops and 20–25 hens. He employs 
25 people from Sevan and neigh-
boring settlements. His firm has 
received an IFAD loan, with which 
he expects to double the capacity of 
his factory.

“Having learned about this loan 
program I submitted a loan appli-
cation to Inecobank, and took an 
$85,000 five-year loan at 12 percent,” 
Mr. Smbatian said. “I took the loan 
last spring and renovated another 
hen coop with that money. Part of 
the money we invested in the bird-
seed kitchen and we bought Ford 
and Gazel vehicles for egg delivery. 
The equipment for the hen coop I 
bought with my own money. This 
new hen coop is for 35,000 birds. I 
am going to buy chickens, mostly 
egg-laying, and I expect to raise 
monthly output from the current 
400,000 eggs to 1 million. By the 

way, during the last year, we al-
ready paid off $15,000 of the prin-
ciple,” he added.

This loan is his first ever. “I would 
be able to reach this level in five 
years without the loan; with the 
help of the loan, I have reached it 
in 1 year,” he noted.

A fertile greenhouse in 
one year
In a greenhouse not far from Ar-
zni village, a bumper crop of toma-
toes is ripening. The greenhouse 
belongs to Rasfood. The executive 
manager, Arsen Zadoian, notes 
that the greenhouse was built only 
a year ago. Mr Zadoian’s father is a 
former minister of agriculture.

The founders of the company, Ar-
sen Zadoian said in an interview, 
learned about the loan programs, 
and knowing that he has experi-
ence in greenhouse work, decided 
to take a loan and construct a 
greenhouse. This loan came from 
the World Bank.

“The greenhouse occupies terri-
tory of 2,000 square meters. The 
company took also a $140,000 loan 
for a 6-year term and 11 percent 
interest from Inecobank for equip-
ment when we started construc-
tion work here. After receiving the 
loan we worked on a larger scale. 
This greenhouse was started from 
scratch. Now we cultivate hothouse 
Dutch tomatoes here. Around 4,500 
plants were put here with the ex-
pectation of up to 10 kg crop ca-
pacity from a plant in 1 year,” Mr. 
Zadoian said.

The greenhouse provides 4–5 jobs 
in Arzni with average monthly sal-
ary of 60,000 drams. The company 
is planning to build more green-
houses in its 1 hectare of land and 
to buy more land. 

Due diligence
What kind of due diligence do the 
lenders perform? Mr. Muradian 
said potential borrowers apply to 
one of eight approved banks. The 
bank considers the application and 

if it is satisfied, forwards it to the 
coordinating office. If it agrees to 
fund the loan, it forwards the funds 
to the bank, which becomes respon-
sible for repayment.

Then, within three months, the 
coordinating office begins moni-
toring visits to ensure that the loan 
is being used as intended. If the 
funds are being misused, the office 
demands repayment in full from 
the bank. It may also suspend the 
bank from the program. 

Mr. Muradian said that loans 
more than 90 days overdue make 
up 2.1 percent of the total.

A large share of IFAD loans go 
to border villages, Mr. Muradian 
notes. (See adjacent story by 
Tatul Hakobyan.) In Gomk vil-
lage in the Vayots Dzor province, 
a loan allowed a dairy to increase 
cheese production. That led to 
loans to local farms to increase 
their milk production and im-
prove their milk storage capac-
ity, Mr. Muradian noted with 
pride. f

Arsen Zadoian and his hothouse tomatoes. Artur Smbatian’s chicken coop.

A permanent move

by Betty Panossian-Ter 
Sarkissian

YEREVAN – Vicky Odeh is one 
of many Iranian-Armenians who 
have chosen their historic home-
land as a suitable country in which 
to settle permanently. Already a 
full-time resident of Armenia for 
five years, Vicky talked to the Re-
porter about the rewards of living 
in the homeland, as well as the 
little difficulties that complicate 
everyday life.

Moving to Yerevan
Back in Tehran, Vicky cherished 
hopes of becoming a musician 
and a choir conductor. But in the 
late 1970s, political circumstances 
pushed her out of music school and 
she devoted the ensuing years to 
her family and children.

By the early 1980s, however, 
Vicky did manage to make use of her 
knowledge in music and conduct-
ing. “Back in those days, there was 
a sharp need in Tehran to provide 
a modern rhythmic interpretation 
to our patriotic and revolutionary 
songs. The ARF Central Committee 
assigned several of my friends and 
me to carry out the task. I must 
say that my work as a choir con-
ductor was not professional, since I 
had not completed my education in 
music,” recalled Vicky.

The result of this initiative was 
Potorik, a choir famous in the dias-
pora especially in the 1980s for its 

dynamic interpretation of Arme-
nian patriotic songs.

Vicky says that around a decade 
ago, she embraced a family tradi-
tion of practicing skin-care, and 
took courses at the offices of a fa-
mous French brand specializing in 
skin care. In 2002, she spent some 
months in Paris to qualify as a prac-
titioner in the field.

“By then we were already con-
sidering moving to Armenia,” 
recalled Vicky. It was a step her 
family had always wanted to take, 
following the independence of 
Armenia. 

“We had several motives, but 
the basic one was to satisfy our 
need of completely belonging to 
a place. We wanted to put an end 
to our temporary belonging to a 
place.” She and her husband also 
wanted their kids to spend part 
of their growing years in their fa-
therland.

Settling down
One of the first things Vicky did af-
ter moving to Yerevan was to rent a 
space on Pushkin Street and open 
her own skin care center, called 

“Vitak” – referring to a valued glit-
tery fabric in Armenian. Vitak was 
a warm and cozy corner operating 
with the French approach of offer-
ing professional skin care to the 
residents of Yerevan. 

The facility in the heart of Ye-
revan operated for four years, 
during which Vicky succeeded in 
gathering a clientele that appreci-
ated the novelty and the profes-
sional approach Vitak brought to 
the city.

By that time, her children were 
enrolled in public schools. Soon, 
her daughter graduated from high 
school, and enrolled at the French 
University in Yerevan to study law. 
She will graduate this summer. 
Vicky’s teenage boy will soon grad-
uate from high school and plans to 
continue his studies at the Poly-
technic Institute.

Toward the end of 2007, Vicky 
moved her practice into the prem-
ises of Shoonch, a yoga and spa 
center owned by two of her friends. 
For the past two months, she has 
been offering courses in “face yoga” 
to her clients – another novel ap-
proach to skincare in Yerevan.

Back in 2003, Vitak was one of 
the very few high-quality skin 

health centers in Yerevan. But five 
years later, deluxe centers with 
lavish interiors operate at almost 
every corner in the downtown 
area. Despite the increased com-
petition (or maybe because of it), 
Vicky’s center continues to keep 
faith with her original approach. 

“My center has never been for 
the elite, or for those who seek 
a brand name behind the service 
they get,” she said.

Vicky said that in establishing 
her small business in Yerevan, she 
has not encountered any unusual 
difficulties. But she’s quick to men-
tion some aspects of Armenia’s tax 
code that hinder the expansion of 
the business.

“I may see a brand in the market 
with a suspiciously low price,” she 
said. “That means the given prod-
uct reached the market through 
some illegal path. This dishonest 
competition makes it difficult 
for many, including me, to im-
port new brands for our business 

– simply because after paying all 
the taxes, it becomes impossible 
to sell it with a price even close 
to the one in the market,” says 
Vicky.

Over the past five years, Vicky 
has tried to suggest a new way of 
understanding skin care. “One of 
the main problems I encountered 
in my profession after moving to 
Yerevan was the attitude of people 
toward skin care. Unfortunately, 
routine care is not yet part of the 
lifestyle of women in Armenia. To 
make matters worse, obsolete ap-
proaches have settled deep in the 
mindset of people, and skin care is 

often confused with facial makeup,” 
said Vicky.

She considers it a challenge to 
try to changing that mindset – and 
when she succeeds, it’s the appre-
ciation of her efforts that drives 
her forward.

Anyone moving their family to 
another country can expect to en-
counter difficulties. Before moving 
to Yerevan, Vicky and her family 
would visit Armenia once a year; 
but she said that the real difficul-
ties became apparent to her only 
after settling down.

“The foremost was the integra-
tion of the children into their new 
environment, and getting adapted 
to their new world,” she said.

She was philosophical about the 
more general challenges to adapt-
ing to an entirely new setting, with 
its own existing problems. “When 
you try to understand those prob-
lems and their causes, it becomes 
easier to overcome them,” she said. 

“Of course, there are several short-
comings in our fatherland. But 
what we can do is either patiently 
wait for their solution, or act to 
have whatever positive impact we 
can have in our country.”

“If one considers the fatherland 
as a possession, then it cannot be 
abandoned, even after seeing its 
weak points.”

“I think Armenia is the final home 
for our family. I cannot decide for 
my children, but my hope is that 
they stay here. My husband and I 
do whatever we can to make our 
children inclined to establishing 
their lives in our homeland,” con-
cluded Vicky. f

A skin-care specialist takes her family and practice to Yerevan

Vicky Odeh.
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Defeated in soccer
The Under-19 national team of Ar-
menia suffered a 2-1 defeat from 
the Turkish team on May 22 in the 
opening match of a UEFA Europe-
an Under-19 Championship Elite 
Round Group 7 tournament hosted 
in Armenia, May 22-27.

The Armenians first conceded a 
goal to Turkey’s Sercan Yildirim 
in the tenth minute. They equal-
ized just before half-time thanks 
to Tigran Voskanyan’s effort. But 
Erhan Senturk struck just past 
the hour, and the score remained 
unchanged until the end of the 
match.

The two countries’ main teams 
are drawn in the same World Cup 
2010 qualifying group and are due 
to start their campaigns with a 
game in Yerevan in early Septem-
ber. Before that, the two countries’ 
under-21 teams will play in a Euro-
2009 qualifier also in Yerevan on 
August 20.

Meanwhile, Ukraine beat Arme-
nia 0-1 and Spain beat Armenia 2-4.

With no points at all Armenia is 
at the bottom of the group of coun-
tries which are qualifying for Euro-
pean under-19 championship.

Aram Karapetian 
released
Aram Karapetian, the leader of 
the New Times Party, who has been 
in pretrial detention since late Feb-
ruary, on May 26 was released on 
the strength of a pledge not to leave 
the country. He had been hospital-
ized on May 16 with heart problems. 
He is accused of disseminating false 
accusations of criminal wrongdoing. 
The charges stem from a DVD accus-
ing top officials of complicity in the 
assassination of the prime minister, 
the Speaker of parliament, and oth-
er officials on October 27, 1999. f

by the Cascade 
Investments team

A. Rates and bonds
Rates
The Central Bank of Armenia (CBA), 
announced on May 5 that the CBA 
Board had raised the refinancing 
rate by 25 basis points to 6.75 per-
cent from 6.50 percent. The board 
justified this move with reference 
to inflationary pressures, noting 
that in April, 12-month inflation 
had reached 10.7 percent, which 
was 4 percentage points higher 
than in 2007. Further tighten-
ing policy might be favored in the 
short-term: “The Board agrees 
that the inflationary pressures will 
persist, and gradual tightening of 
monetary conditions is aimed at 
moderating secondary impacts and 
inflation expectations conditioned 
by external developments.”

The tightening of the rates so 
far has impacted short-term yields, 
which is explained by the uncer-
tainty in world commodity price 
trends in the medium term.

Exchange Rates
There were no significant changes 
in the USD/AMD rate compared 
with the beginning of the year. 
On the other hand, the EUR/AMD 
pair was much more volatile and 
the euro appreciated by almost 
5–10 percent since the beginning of 
2008, along with general strength-
ening of currency in international 
markets associated with European 
Central Bank’s decision not to cut 
rates. USD/AMD movements are 
more associated with currency re-

mittances, financial accounts, as 
well as the population’s preference 
for holding dollar-denominated 
assets, whereas EUR/AMD fluctua-
tions can be substantially impacted 
by trade flows (around 50 percent 
of exports go to the EU).

The average weighted rates indi-
cated in April at Armex were 309.18 
against 1 USD and 486.43 drams 
against 1 EUR. 

Corporate Securities
The average weighted yield of cor-
porate bonds in April has increased 
by 30 basis points as compared with 
the previous month. This was as-
sociated with the expectation that 
the base rate would increase.

Indexes
Cascade Business Sentiment Index 

(CBSI)
The Cascade Business Sentiment 

Index for the months of April-May 
2008 is 5.0, which is a slightly de-
crease over the last month. The 
main concern of market partici-
pants is the uncertainty in the 
world economic outlook as well 
as the rise of commodity prices 
(which has already resulted in high 

inflationary expectations).
The Cascade Business Sentiment 

Index is our approach to forecast-
ing sentiment about Armenia’s 
business trends. The Sentiment 
Index is based on a survey, the re-
spondents of which are a group of 
individuals who own or operate 
stable and growing businesses in 
Armenia. The survey measures the 
business owners’ expectations for 
the near future by addressing to 
them questions and calculating the 
weighted average of their replies 

on a numerical scale (from 1, the 
most pessimistic, to 10, the most 
optimistic).

Cascade Commodity index (CCI)
The Cascade Commodity Index 

for April-May 2008 is 18023. The 
index indicates a monthly increase 
in the last few months (7.5 percent 
as compared with the last month). 
However the CBA is making an ef-
fort to resist inflationary pressures; 
thus it is expected that in the fol-
lowing month the main commod-
ity prices will be stabilized.

The commodities tracked by the 
index are (1) petroleum (20 liters); 
(2) steel (100 kg); (3) pork (10 kg); 
(4) flour (10 kg); (5) corn oil (10 li-
ters).

Major Events
“Finances, Loans, Insurance, and 

Audit Expo-2008” launched in Yere-
van at the beginning of May

Over 25 organizations partici-
pated in the exhibition “Finances, 
Loans, Insurance, and Audit Expo-
2008” organized by LOGOS EXPO 
Center Company.

The following sections were pre-
sented at the exhibition: banking; 
banking services for legal entities 
and individuals; mortgage credit-
ing; crediting of small and medium 
enterprises; consumer express-
crediting; car crediting; financial 
consulting; investment manage-
ment; insurance; realtor and as-
sessment services; audit services.

“The exhibition is meant to im-
prove the understanding of the 
society on the financial service pro-
vided in Armenia. The organization 
of such events is an important step 
from the point of view of securing 
transparency of the financial sys-
tem and protecting the rights of 
consumers of financial services,” 
Artur Javadyan, deputy chair of 
the CBA, stated at the exhibition.

Russian AFK “Sistema” confirms in-
terest in acquiring a bank in Armenia

The Moscow Bank for Recon-
struction and Development (MBRD) 
intends to acquire a bank in Arme-
nia.

The chair of the Board of MBRD, 
Sergey Zaitsev, said this in an 
interview with Interfax. Accord-
ing to him, in 2008 MBRD plans to 
invest in deals on acquiring about 
$570 million in banking assets. The 
main shareholder of MBRD, among 
the 50 largest banks of Russia in 

terms of the volume of capital and 
net assets, is the AFK “Sistema” 
Corporation. AFK “Sistema” already 
owns large assets in Armenia: an 
80 percent share of the Armenian 

“VivaCell” mobile operator belongs 
to MTS Company, which is affiliated 
with “Sistema”, and another com-
pany of the holding, “Comstar-OTS,” 
owns the Armenian “Cornet-AM” 
Internet service provider.

Fourteen banks and 1 credit organi-
zation entered the list of 300 largest 
taxpayers in Armenia 

The largest taxpayer in the bank-
ing sector of Armenia in the first 
quarter is Ardshininvestbank. The 
total sum of the taxes paid by the 
bank was 578.7 million drams. Ar-
dshininvestbank occupies the 22nd 
place in the list of 300 largest tax-
payers of Armenia.

The 30th place in the list is occupied 
by ACBA-Credit Agricole Bank, which 
paid 501.3 million drams in taxes. The 
51st place is occupied by HSBC Bank 
Armenia (302.7 million drams). 

The 259th place in the list is 
occupied by Finca Universal 
Credit Organization (58.4 million 
drams).

“HSBC Bank Armenia” wins Global 
Finance and The Banker magazine 
awards

HSBC Bank Armenia won the 
“Best Bank in Armenia” award in 
Global Finance magazine’s “Best 
Emerging Market Bank in Asia” 
competition for 2008.

The press service of HSBC Bank 
Armenia reports that the criteria 
for choosing the winners includ-
ed growth in assets, profitability, 
strategic relationships, customer 
service, competitive pricing, and 
innovative products. The selection 
was made based on the opinion of 
Global Finance editors, as well as 
the expert conclusions of compe-
tent specialists. 

HSBC Bank Armenia also re-
ceived the award Bank of the Year 
in Armenia – 2007 from The Banker 
magazine. f

Market update

More Armenia briefs
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“Character makes the man and woman”
An address to graduating 
students

by Dr. Vartan Gregorian

I want to pay tribute to Clark University for 
not abandoning Worcester, for not walking 
away from Worcester; for not giving up on K-
to-12 education but providing models for its 
renewal; for not giving up on local communi-
ties but rather forming productive partner-
ships such as Clark Park; for Clark’s convic-
tion that democracy and excellence are not 
mutually exclusive.

Commencements are special, symbolic, 
solemn, and joyous occasions marking the 
end of one phase of life and the beginning of 
another. As I look out today, I am delighted 
that there are so many people to celebrate 
this wonderful day with you. In 1958 when 
I graduated from Stanford University, I had 
no family in this country, and indeed I had 
no one to attend my graduation ceremony. 
So I did not march. In 1964 when Ph.D. de-
grees were awarded, I was teaching. I had 
once again no opportunity to attend that cer-
emony either. So today it is with envy, great 
enthusiasm, and admiration that I am par-
ticipating in your commencement, and, for 
the first time, my sister and brother-in-law 
from Iran and my nephew from Boston are 
attending my graduation.

Rest at ease. I am not a politician in search 
of votes or in need of yet another platform to 

“clarify,” once again, my previous positions on 
a variety of issues. Thank God I am not one of 
those who is famous for being famous. I am 
here as an academic, to witness this solemn 
day of your commencement, your new be-
ginning that marks the sacrifice of your par-
ents, dedication of your professors and, most 
importantly, your own sustained hard work, 
faith, determination, and accomplishments.

Commencement speeches mark a rite of 
passage. While I am honored to be part of 
your celebration and the class of 2008, I have 
no illusion about my role. After all, hardly 
anyone remembers their commencement 
speech, or even who gave it, unless it was 
a celebrity like Jennifer Anniston, Quen-
tin Tarantino, Bruce Willis, Orlando Bloom, 
Oprah Winfrey, or even the President of the 
United States.

I checked to see what have been the most 
memorable commencement speeches ever 
given so that I would not be off the mark. 
Looking back half a century, I was astonished 
to find that, according to The Washington Post, 
there were three unforgettable commence-
ment addresses: one was given in 1947 by 
U.S. Secretary of State George Marshall, who 
announced the legendary U.S. plan to rebuild 
Europe after World War II. Another was given 
in 1963 by President John F. Kennedy, who 
announced a moratorium on nuclear weap-
ons tests. The third one, however, which had 
no news value at all, was given in 1997. It 
featured my late friend Kurt Vonnegut. It 
began with a famous line: “Ladies and gen-
tlemen of the class of ‘97. Wear sunscreen.” 
Other bits of advice included injunctions to 

“floss,” “sing,” “stretch” and “don’t mess too 
much with your hair.” My favorite line was: 

“Remember compliments you receive. Forget 
the insults. If you succeed in doing this, tell 
me how.” Thank God the so-called “Vonnegut 
Speech,” which set a new tone for commence-
ment speeches, turned out to be an internet 
hoax.

I have also come here today to pay tribute 
to American higher education and one of its 
exemplary institutions, Clark University, to 
Clark’s amazing legacy, its outstanding fac-
ulty, its remarkable leaders. I am here to pay 
homage to you, students, to your growth as 
educated, cultured citizens, to your meta-
morphosis into the kind of people-human 
beings-who have developed the ability at 
least to try to comprehend the incomprehen-
sible; to make sense out of confusion; wrestle 
some logic out of the illogical; and challenge 

even ugliness to show some glimmer of beau-
ty somewhere deep within its core. You have 
spent the last four, five or six years at Clark 
University in order to learn how to analyze, 
synthesize and systematize information 
and knowledge; to separate the chaff from 
the wheat; subjectivity from objectivity; fact 
from opinion; public interests from private 
interests; manipulations from influence; and 

“spin” from corruption.
I hope you have learned to be flexible in 

your thinking, adaptable in your analysis of 
issues, and appreciative of the complexities 
that comprise almost every aspect of daily 
life-both on the human and global scale. I’m 
sure you don’t yet realize just what an ex-
traordinary skill you have developed, how 
well it will serve you in the future, and how 
desperately the world needs people who are 
not paralyzed by complexity but welcome the 
opportunity it brings to think new thoughts, 
develop new ideas, and find new ways to 
solve problems. I am sure you are, and always 
will be, mindful of the great American hu-
morist H. L. Mencken’s warning that: “there 
is always an easy solution to every human 
problem: neat, plausible ... and wrong!”

I am sure your Clark University education 
has prepared you to begin to understand the 
relationship of the unique and individual 
self to the social, political, and cultural world 
around you. I hope it has also given you the 
courage to think those big, imponderable 
thoughts that are our companions through-
out our lives, such as: what is our relation-
ship to universal order? What is our place 
as a human being amongst the great sea of 
mankind? Though you may never answer 
these and other questions for yourselves, 
and perhaps they will always be unanswer-
able, they will help you create a framework 
for the way you live your lives.

In this difficult time when many of us wor-
ry about our country and its direction, about 
its values, its promise and its future, I’m still 
convinced that while America is not perfect, 
it is still perfectible. It is still a land of oppor-
tunity for immigrants and for international 
students, not only Americans alone. Many of 
you in the audience today are proof of that as 
well. It’s amazing, isn’t it, that until recently 
two-thirds of all students studying abroad 
have been attending American colleges and 
universities?

But with the opportunity we have all had 
to study at America’s great institutions of 
higher learning, comes responsibility, as well. 
What we have learned in school we must find 
ways to put into action. We cannot retreat 
from the big issues of society and the world 
and our time into the pygmy world of private 
piety. Nor can we become cynics paralyzed by 
our own disdain, and we must not become-
we cannot afford to become-social, political 
and moral isolationists.

That is especially true for those of us who 
are foreign or current international stu-
dents. Whether we remain here or to return 
to our native countries, we have the obliga-
tion to build bridges between our nations, 
our societies and the United States, and vice 

versa, especially now. And those who come 
from developing countries have yet another 
obligation, and a very weighty one, to work 
toward creating a better quality of life for 
those at home and to advance the opportuni-
ties that are available to them. After all, you 
represent their hopes for a better future.

For those of us who were born elsewhere 
but were educated here and then became 
American citizens, we have reason to be 
doubly grateful. One, because we received 
our education in America, not to mention 
financial support. And two, because America 
granted us the privilege of citizenship in a 
country whose [Declaration of Indepen-
dence] proclaims that “we hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their creator 
with certain unalienable rights, that among 
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness.”

These are lofty aspirations. Remember, 
however, that America has always been and 
will always be a work in progress. Every gen-
eration has and must contribute to that on-
going progress. As John Gardner once said, 
it is important to be both a loving critic and 
a critical lover. America needs all of us to be 
both.

And now let me come back to you! Clark 
marks the beginning of your latest wonder-
ful, arduous journey. It has provided you 
with the means to be on your way. It has 
given you not only an education, a profession 
and all the skills and confidences you need to 
do well in the world, but it has also given you 
choices and the ability to choose. Sometimes 
you may find you have so many choices that 
all the possibilities available to you will be 
overwhelming. This morning I’d like to share 
with you three lessons I have learned that 
may – I stress may – assist you in making 
your choices.

The first lesson, actually, is a well-known 
one. I believe, if I’m not mistaken, it was 
Sir William Osler, professor of medicine at 
Oxford University in the early years of the 
20th century, who said that young men – and 
women – should be careful in the selection of 
their ambitions because they’re likely to real-
ize them. Since you have the education, the 
knowledge and the training to realize your 
ambitions, be as sure as you can that your 
ambition also reflects what you really love 
to do.

Speaking of your ambition, sometimes you 
may be masters of it, but watch out. Some-
times you may be its slave, and watch out. 
Other times you may be a victim of hubris. 
No matter what, try to bear in mind the next 
lesson: don’t confuse a job with a career. In 
the past I used to say to students that in 
your life, you will have many jobs but only 
one career. Now, however, if we keep on the 
way we are going in terms of how long we 
can expect to live, many of you will be oc-
togenarians, some of you may even be cen-
tenarians, so you may have not only many 
jobs, but also many careers as well. I haven’t 
quite reached either age category as yet, but 
I have worked in a number of fields, as it 

was mentioned-academia, libraries and now 
philanthropy – and I can share with you the 
fact that people often ask me, “Which job 
did you like best?” But they’re asking me the 
wrong question. I’ve never considered any of 
the positions I’ve held as jobs. In fact, I even 
think of them as more than careers. To me, 
they have been missions in which teaching 
and learning are primary ingredients, with 
me as the primary student.

So even though this is probably the last 
thing you want to hear today, I want to re-
mind you that whether you like it or not, in 
order to survive and thrive, you will have 
to be lifelong students and lifetime learners. 
And yes, there are and always will be difficult 
times when you will think you have come to 
a dead end in your life or in your career, even 
an apparent point of no return, but let me tell 
you as one who has experienced those events 
once or twice, when that happens, think of 
what the author Gabriel Garcia Marquez once 
said when he spoke of the condition that hu-
man beings are not born once and for all on 
the day their mothers gave birth to them, but 
that life obliges them to give birth to them-
selves over and over again. Time, experience, 
knowledge, education, love, one’s values, all 
these can and do affect us and change us, and 
enable us to reinvent ourselves. I have in-
vented myself many times and I’m sure you 
will do the same thing.

For me, Marquez’s words have a particular 
resonance because they reinforce values that 
were taught to me by my maternal grand-
mother, an illiterate peasant woman. She 
raised me. My grandmother was an illiter-
ate peasant, a poor one at that. I don’t be-
lieve that she knew where Greece was, nor 
Rome, nor the United States. She certainly 
did not know who Plutarch was, but even so 
she taught me the same lesson as Plutarch 
highlighted in his celebrated Lives almost 
2,000 years ago, when he said, essentially, 
that character makes the man and woman. 
My grandmother was my first teacher. She 
instructed me in the moral lessons of life and 
the “right way,” through her sheer character, 
stoic tenacity, formidable dignity, individual-
ity and utter integrity. She was for me the 
best example of what good character means. 
In spite of many adversities and tragedies, 
wartime ravages, poverty, deprivation and 
the deaths of her seven children, she never 
became cynical, never abandoned her values 
and never compromised her dignity. Indeed, 
it was from my grandmother that I learned 
that dignity is not negotiable. Your reputa-
tion is not for sale and must not be mort-
gaged as a down payment on your ambitions. 
It was my grandmother’s living example that 
shaped the very foundation of my character. 
Between what I have learned from Plutarch 
and my grandmother – a combination of 
forces I would dare anybody to challenge! – I 
feel confident in telling you that in the com-
ing years you will meet people who are more 
powerful than you, richer than you, smarter 
than you, even handsomer or more beautiful 
than you, but what will be your distinguish-
ing mark will always be your character. And 
what will define your character? Your con-
duct, your ability to live by principles you 
believe in, even if that means fighting tena-
ciously for what is right over what you know 
to be wrong.

Nobody goes through life without en-
countering obstacles, disappointments, and 
problems. Nobody can keep from making 
mistakes or taking a wrong turn. Nobody can 
escape illness or avoid the specter of failure. 
Let me point out that coping with success is 
easy. How you deal with adversity, with fail-
ure, and with setbacks will reveal your true 
character. How nimble you are about getting 
back on your feet after some large or small 
disaster or defeat will help you to determine 
just how far those feet of yours will take you 
in the world.

But that’s where your upbringing, the tex-
ture of your education and your values will 
help you to develop a distinctive attitude 
toward life, an attitude that persistently 
seeks meaning and perspective, an attitude 
that exudes adaptability and resilience in a 
relentlessly changing and perplexing world, 
an attitude of moral courage and steadfast-
ness in the face of overwhelming human 
need and suffering. How to develop and 
maintain such attitudes in an age where 

Continued on page 23 m

Dr. Vartan Gregorian is the president of the Carn-
egie Corporation of New York, and a distinguished 
historian, educator, and author, whose personal 
memoir, The Road to Home: My Life and Times, was 
published in 2003. What appears here is a transcrip-
tion of the commencement address he delivered at 
Clark University, in Worcester, Mass., on May 18.

Vartan 
Gregorian 
at Clark 
University.
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In August 2006 Donald Quataert, a professor of history at Binghamton University and 
specialist in Ottoman labor and industry, asserted in a book review that “after the long 
lapse of serious Ottomanist scholarship on the Armenian question, it now appears that 
the Ottomanist wall of silence is crumbling,”

To avoid the term genocide is to run “the risk of suggesting denial of the massive and 
systematic atrocities that the Ottoman state and some of its military and general popu-
lace committed against the Armenians,” he added.

Professor Quataert’s statement was remarkable for two reasons. First, in 1985 he 
was one of 69 Ottoman, Turkish, and Middle Eastern area scholars who signed onto 
a petition against an Armenian Genocide resolution in the House of Representa-
tives. Second, he was, until recently, the chair of the Institute of Turkish Studies, 
which distributes Turkish government funding to support Turkish studies in U.S. 
universities.

With the publication of the book review, Prof. Quataert was forced to relinquish the 
chair of the ITS. 

Area specialists protest
At the behest of the Turkish Studies Association, the Middle East Studies Association 
this week wrote to the prime minister of Turkey to protest Prof. Quataert’s dismissal, 
to demand his reinstatement, and to call for ITS endowment funds to be placed “in 
an irrevocable trust immune from political interference and infringement of academic 
freedom.”

The MESA letter added: “The attitude towards Dr. Quataert sharply contrasts with your 
government’s recent call to leave the debate regarding the events of 1915 to the indepen-
dent study and judgment of scholars.” (See story on page 1.)

This episode, which is not yet over, is an indication of the changing academic climate 
regarding the study of the history of Asia Minor in the First World War.

At the time of the petition of the 69 scholars, practitioners of Ottoman historiography 
were faced with a choice: If they wrote about the Armenian Genocide, they could be 
denied access to libraries and archives in Turkey – a career breaker for an area special-
ist. Senior scholars were so implicated in Armenian Genocide denial that their junior 
colleagues would find their career paths blocked if they faced the facts of the Armenian 
Genocide. And so, many did their work pretending the elephant of the Armenian Geno-
cide was not in the room. Imagine the challenge, by way of analogy, of writing a history 
of the United States in the first decade of the 21st century without ever mentioning the 
Iraq war.

Much work to do
The emergence of modern Turkey cannot be properly understood if the deliberate elimi-
nation of the Armenian population of Asia Minor is not fully taken into account. Inte-
grating the Armenian Genocide narrative into this larger narrative has yet to be done. 
Likewise, there is much more to learn from case studies of various Ottoman localities. In 
short, there is much still to do.

A welcome aspect of the progress in Ottoman studies is the increased dialogue among 
scholars who specialize in Armenian history and those who specialize in Turkish history. 
When Turkish history was dominated overwhelmingly by Genocide deniers, dialogue 
was difficult as it could be seen to imply that the veracity of the Genocide was somehow 
debatable.

This increased dialogue is helping scholars of all stripes to set aside any siege mental-
ity and to be more open to mutual criticism in the interests of maintaining the highest 
standards. 

It is also helping increase recognition of the Armenian Genocide in Turkish society. 
Of course, the Turkish state is still active in denial and ultranationalists still engage in 
publicity stunts; there are still traps to avoid. The change in the Ottomanist field, while 
welcome, is not irreversible. Restrictions in place in Turkey, the pressure brought to bear 
in cases like that of Prof. Quataert, require continued political pressure.

And dialogue is no replacement for continued research. The Armenian-American com-
munity has invested in two generations of scholars, and is entitled to have high expecta-
tions.

Sharing sources
Further progress requires sharing of sources: in recent years, a large body of primary 
sources has been published, making such sources more widely available. The Internet 
allows further sharing of sources. 

When resources are tight, preserving and cataloging musty old files is not always a 
priority. But it is important for institutions that have files from almost a century ago 
to make those files available for serious scrutiny, seeking outside support if neces-
sary. This is especially important where the institutions solicited and accepted docu-
ments from people who wanted them preserved for future generations and used by 
researchers.

In short, the progress we see in Armenian Genocide scholarship should not lead us to 
rest but to increase our perseverance. f

Academia and the 
Armenian Genocide The sources of 

happiness
Sir:
I enjoy reading Maria Titizian’s “Living in 
Armenia” columns, especially her reflec-
tions on people’s daily lives which bring 
the realities of Armenia closer to home. In 
her commentary titled, “What is Armenia’s 
Gross National Happiness?” (Apr. 19) she 
kept her focus and comments on the issues 
that will bring some happiness to the people 
of Armenia.

We seldom read, talk, or write about the 
daily life-issues facing the people of Armenia. 
Most of the time, the topics revolve around 
the Armenian cause (“hay tad”), Armenian 
demands (“haygagan bahanchadeeroutuin”), 
our just rights (“mer artar eeravoonkneruh”), 
our lands (“mer hogheruh”), recognition of 
the Genocide, national ideology (“askayeen 
kaghaparakhosoutuin”), etc.

Our “intellectuals” (sometimes I wonder 
if they exist, given that rhetoric and parti-
san demagoguery has been the norm) spend 
more time glorifying our past, and some-
times our past failures as successes, rather 
than concentrating on today’s “bread-and-
butter” issues that affect the daily lives of 
the people of Armenia.

The political leadership hasn’t fared any 
better. Providing happiness is as impor-
tant as any one of the economic indicators, 
whether macro or micro. Here is a quote from 
a Boston Globe article titled “MIT professor 
named top economist under 40” dated June 
15, 2005, that at the time I first read about in 
the Armenian Reporter:

“[Daron] Acemoglu’s groundbreaking 
work in explaining that gap between rich 
and poor nations recently helped him win 
the John Bates Clark Medal, awarded ev-
ery two years by the American Economic 
Association to the nation’s top economist 
under 40.… In particular, the association 
cited as ‘especially innovative’ his recent 
work, which concludes that political and so-
cial institutions, rather than geography, are 
the key factors determining why a nation is 
rich or poor. Acemoglu’s institutional theo-
ry challenges a widely held notion that the 
wealth of nations is guided by geographi-
cal features such as proximity to seaports, 
the availability of rich farmland, or climates 
less conducive to disease.”

I don’t think professor Acemoglu, who 
has a doctorate from the London School of 
Economics, had Armenia in mind when he 
developed his economic theory. But it fits 
like a glove. 

Very truly yours,
Zohrab Sarkissian
Toronto, Canada

What is the problem?
Sir:
Several Armenian-American and non-Ar-
menian newspapers published an article in 
March by investigative journalist David Boy-
ajian (“Blue Cross has unhealthful relation-
ship with No Place for Hate”) that exposed 
the fact that Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mas-
sachusetts gives money to the No Place for 

Hate (NPFH) program of the Anti-Defama-
tion League (ADL).

Apparently, Blue Cross executives who are 
also top members of the Anti-Defamation 
League brought this about. Boyajian is, of 
course, the person who initiated the NPFH 
issue.

Pennsylvania’s NPFHs are also sponsored 
by that state’s Blue Cross.

The ADL still denies the Armenian geno-
cide and lobbies against Congressional reso-
lutions on the Armenian genocide.

I believe that the Armenian activists and 
organizations that did such a wonderful job 
in getting 13 Massachusetts towns and the 
Massachusetts Municipal Association to cut 
ties to NPFH should now make sure that Blue 
Cross does the same.

The Armenian fight against the ADL’s geno-
cide denial, should long ago have spread from 
Massachusetts to the many other states, such 
as New York, Pennsylvania, Texas, Colorado, 
and California, that have NPFH and other 
ADL programs.

New York has many “No Place for Hate” 
chapters and is home to thousands of Arme-
nian-American activists. They should have 
pounced on this issue, which for nearly a 
year has made international news (see www.
NoPlaceforDenial.com).

And what is happening to the NPFH/ADL 
issue in California, home to huge numbers of 
Armenians as well as ANCA and AAA? What is 
the problem? 

Very truly yours,
Berge Jololian
Cambridge, Mass.

Mikael Danielian’s 
attacker should be 
brought to justice
Sir:
The Armenian Gay and Lesbian Association 
of New York would like to express its dismay 
at the recent news concerning the armed 
attack in Yerevan against Mikael Danielian, 
president of the Helsinki Association.

Mikael Danielian has been a staunch sup-
porter of human rights in Armenia for sev-
eral decades now and as such is an invaluable 
asset to the country and its people.

We hope that the Armenian government 
and police will open a full and fair investiga-
tion and bring his assailant(s) to justice.

We would also like to remind the govern-
ment of Armenia that it is only by guarantee-
ing all is citizens their full civil and human 
rights that the country will remain a true 
democracy and abide by the Council of Eu-
rope laws and regulations that it’s sworn to 
uphold.

AGLA-NY is part of a worldwide series of 
Armenian gay and lesbian associations dedi-
cated to educating the public about issues of 
importance to Armenian lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al, and transgendered people, and to creating 
safe spaces for them to express themselves 
freely and openly.

Very truly yours,
Christopher Atamian
President, AGLA-NY
New York, N.Y.

Letters

The views expressed, except in the editorial, are not necessarily those of the publishers.
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“individualism” has become a cult and ce-
lebrities, icons-where people are famous 
for being famous-is not an easy task. We 
must be reminded time and time again that 
we are not mere consumer/entertainment/
socio-economic/socio-biological and infor-
mation units, to be processed. We are not 
numbers. We are unique, rational, spiritual 
and social beings full of competing senti-
ments, insatiable yearnings, dreams, imagi-
nation, quests and ties that bind us to the 
past and the future.

It might be helpful to remind ourselves 
that it was Alexis de Tocqueville who in 
the 1830s coined the word “individual-
ism,” to describe the self-reliant character 
of Americans. But he also went on to ex-
tol Americans’ generosity, their proclivity 
to create voluntary citizens associations 

and the fact that volunteers and altruists 
have played a critical role in preserving and 
strengthening what he called the modern 
world’s first nation that did not have a rul-
ing class. In that way, he made clear that 
both the private and public realm, private 
good and public good, are interdependent. 
One without the other will diminish the 
bonds of community and creativity. Some 
125 years later, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
put it more succinctly: “We may have all 
come in different ships but we are in the 
same boat now.”

Today we must be reminded that what is 
unique about each of us should be celebrated 
and cherished, that we must not forget that 
we also belong to a larger community, society 
and, indeed, humanity. As Americans and as 
human beings we have an obligation to con-
tribute to the well-being of our communities; 
hence, to the public good.

I hope as you climb the ladder of success, 
you will always remember the dictum “From 
those to whom much has been given, much 
is expected.”

In conclusion, I would like to offer you 
just one last thought about our shared hu-
man condition. Today information floods 
over us, and a millisecond later in comes 
another flood of data and information, and 
then another and another. Images of plea-
sure and pain, fear and joy, love and hate 
assault us from all the angles. The world 
around us is full of raucous chatter and 
noise. Amid all this cacophony, it’s hard to 
see ourselves as part of a larger whole, a 
continuing eternal harmony, that music of 
the spheres that the ancients thought we 
would hear only in our inner ear. Well, to-
day I would like to remind you of your con-
nection to history. Try to listen with your 
inner ears to those who went before you, 

parents, grandparents, great-grandparents 
and on and on, who all wanted to be good 
ancestors to you.

As an historian, educator and a fellow stu-
dent, I feel bound to remind you that the 
time has come for you to return the favor. 
You have to learn to be good ancestors to the 
future.

Today’s commencement marks the begin-
ning of many other beginnings for you, many 
other commencements in your life. Many 
mornings, many beginnings are before you. 
The future is waiting for you with open arms. 
I wish you good luck, great success and great 
humanity. Thank you very much. f

Commentary

“Character makes the man and woman”
n Continued from page 21

Maria Titizian is on vacation. Her “Liv-
ing in Armenia” column will resume in two 
weeks.

An African activist who 
supports Armenian 
Genocide recognition

by Anoush Ter Taulian

NEW YORK – Last November I wrote a com-
mentary piece titled “Broadening the Arme-
nian circle” (Nov. 17, 2007) which argued that 
in order for the Armenian Genocide to be 
recognized around the world, it’s important 
for Armenians to build coalitions with other 
dispossessed groups and progressive move-
ments. Doing outreach, having one-on-one 
discussions with people of different cultures, 
and finding points of contact can gain new 
supporters for the Armenian cause.

This article is a follow-up of sorts, to show 
the kinds of connections that can and should 
be made to strengthen that cause.

For the past six years I’ve attended the 
“Conference on the Status of Women at the 
United Nations” (the most recent gathering 
met for two weeks this past March), where 
I have done a lot of cultural solidarity work, 
reporting to the other participants about 
Artsakh women and the Armenian Genocide 
survivors I have interviewed.

One of the things you take away from such 
gatherings is the knowledge that many other 
nations have experienced mass death and 
denial. The catastrophes may take on differ-
ent forms; but the common element is the 
unwillingness of political authorities to deal 
with the tragedy around them. We know how 
that affected Armenians in 1915; in today’s 
Africa, on the other hand, diseases like AIDS 
have decimated a large part of the popula-
tion, with little or no help or even acknowl-
edgement coming from the authorities.

What I’ve found is that the more Arme-
nians show concern about other people’s 
problems, the more they will care about ours. 
To gain allies we need to open communica-
tion channels with other marginalized peo-
ples and learn from each other’s struggles to 
gain justice.

At the 2008 Status of Women conference 
in March, I became reacquainted with Kele-
bohile Nkhereanye, an AIDS activist from Le-
sotho, Africa, who throughout the years has 
also helped spread the word about the Ar-
menian Genocide. Through her connections, 
I was invited to an African meeting where I 
spoke about the Turkish denial of the Arme-
nian Genocide. Reciprocally, I have supported 
Kelebohile’s organization LESSAIDS and have 
offered my help when she has needed it.

In the following interview, Kelebohile 
Nkhereanye discusses some of those factors, 
as well as activities going on in Armenia to 
help combat and raise awareness of AIDS. 
Kelebohile currently lives in New York, where 
she has founded a non-profit organization, 

“LESSAIDS,” which supports grassroots orga-
nizations in Lesotho that are fighting AIDS, 
and helps Africans in New York obtain ac-

cess to AIDS testing, treatment, and other 
resources.

Question: How did you find out about the 
1915 Armenian Genocide?

Kelebohile Nkhereanye: I first found 
out about Armenia when you gave a talk at 
Salsa Soul, a women-of-color group in New 
York. Considering its long history, Armenia 
has been too invisible in America. It’s hard to 
find out about the true history of the world, 
and especially the real history of indigenous 
peoples. I believe in multi-cultural solidarity 
and education.

At a cultural night I was glad to do a bilin-
gual Armenian/Sesotho reading of a poem 
on the Armenian Genocide. One of the lines 

– “She escaped by hiding in a ditch of corpses” 
– translates in the Sesotho language as “O 
ile a tonyeh a ka hoipata le batho ba shoelleng.” 
[Sesotho is the native language of Lesotho 

– Editor.]
People should realize we all have a right 

to reclaim our cultural heritage, and a right 
to our cultural freedom of speech to express 
who we are. When a group of Jewish women 
forced a map of Armenia and other areas to 
be taken down from the women-of-color tent 
at a New England Women’s Retreat because 
it mentioned Palestine, I signed a protest let-
ter with Suhir Blackeagle, an African-Ameri-
can/Blackfoot, and Shoshanna Rothaizer, a 
Jewish woman, to have the Armenian map 
reinstated.

Q: How would you compare the AIDS prob-
lems in Lesotho and in Armenia?

Kelebohile: Both are small countries en-
gulfed in poverty that have instituted diag-
nostic and treatment programs to combat 
this epidemic. According to the UN World 
Heath Organization, 48 percent of those with 
HIV are now women, and in Africa 57 percent 
are women. Lesotho has the fourth highest 
rate of AIDS in the world. Some women in 
Lesotho get HIV from their husbands who 
have been with prostitutes; because of the 
high unemployment rate some men had to 

migrate to South Africa where they worked 
for 11 months in the mines. Other women 
get HIV from multiple partners, and many 
people can’t afford protection. Domestic 
violence like rape and battering also forces 
women into unprotected situations, and 
husbands make the decision to use protec-
tion or not.

Armenia has its own migratory, domestic 
violence, and poverty issues. Right now only 
one percent of Armenians are HIV positive, 
compared to 23 percent of Basothos; but if 
there is no AIDS education the numbers will 
grow and will become uncontrollable. The 
transition to capitalism saw an increase in 
sex workers and injecting drug users, which 
account for 54 percent of HIV in Armenia. 
At all women’s conferences in Armenia they 
should invite “unheard” women such as 
prostitutes and women living with AIDS – to 
speak about their problems and needs.

The Women Against AIDS tour sponsored 
by the UN development program, the Global 
Coalition of Women on AIDS, and the AIDS 
info-share program visited Armenia on May 
29 and 30, 2007. In Yerevan they joined with 
local organizations such as People Living 
With AIDS to talk about stigma and discrimi-
nation and the consequences -- including los-
ing custody of their children, being thrown 
out of their homes, and losing their jobs. AIDS 
survivors are not treated like cancer survi-
vors. Sometimes even health care workers 
are prejudice against AIDS survivors. People 
who test positive need love and support and 
everyone at risk needs to get tested.

Q: How has your faith influenced your 
work?

Kelebohile: I am a Christian and a hu-
manitarian. I want to increase awareness 
about hate crimes, which are crimes based 
on not liking who you are. There is news of 
how in Russia some skinheads are murdering 
Armenians just because they are Armenian. 
That is racism: that idea of being superior 
and wanting to destroy people you believe 

are inferior. Every country must pass and 
enforce laws against hate crimes against a 
person’s race, gender, religion, ethnic origin, 
or sexual orientation.

I helped organize a vigil at the South Af-
rican Consulate protesting the July 7, 2007, 
brutal murders of two South African lesbians, 
Sizakele Sigasa and Salome Masooa, who 
were AIDS activists. Non-governmental orga-
nizations and faith-based institutions fight-
ing HIV and domestic violence choose silence 
or refuse to address homophobia. But people 
have a right to be who they are, without be-
ing afraid of being killed. Who out there is 
teaching tolerance, love, and acceptance?

ttt
Through such interactions, I’ve come to feel 
that the Armenian people, who have lost so 
many through genocide, must be cautious not 
to lose people to worldwide epidemics, and 
that the Armenian community could benefit 
from more education about diseases like AIDS.

The issue has also affected me personally. 
A few years ago, I learned that my childhood 
friend Gary was in the hospital, and though 
I made several efforts to see him, his mother 
insisted that he not have any visitors. It was 
only after he died that I discovered that Gary 
had died of AIDS, and that his mother had 
been trying to conceal that fact by forbidding 
visitors. I can only imagine the loneliness 
that must have accompanied my friend’s fi-
nal days; and of course, I still regret that I 
was deprived of the opportunity to say good-
bye to him.

The episode was a personal reminder to 
me of how the stigmatization and discrimi-
nation associated with AIDS can have costs, 
not only for the sufferers themselves, but for 
friends and family as well. AIDS is now a lead-
ing cause of death worldwide, which takes 
an especially terrible toll in so-called Third 
World countries. Many factors contributing 
to that reality are issues of concern in other 
locales of the “emerging” world – including 
Armenia. f

Broadening the Armenian circle, part 2

Anoush Ter Taulian is an activist and writer in New 
York.

AIDS activist Kelebohile Nkhereanye. Kelebohile Nkhereanye during a South African hate crimes protest.
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Project Discovery! is dedicated to the discovery and 

preservation of Armenia's archaeological and cultural legacy.

Armenia has a long and continuous past that is both culturally rich 

and historically significant. And yet, our history is largely unknown to 

the academic community outside of Armenia primarily due to lack of 

funds available to Armenian scientists.

Project Discovery! was organized to

meet this challenge. We have supported

archaeological excavations, attendance by

Armenian scholars at international

conferences, publication of books,

scientific journals and museum catalogues,

websites, libraries and laboratories.

We are unique, in that we are the only public charity dedicated 

to supporting Armenian archaeology. We are joined in our 

mission by an Academic Advisory Board of eminent scholars, both 

Armenian and non-Armenian, from prestigious universities and 

research institutions across the US and around the world.

We are proud of the contribution we 

are making to discover and preserve 

the archaeological and cultural legacy 

of Armenia. Your enthusiastic support 

over the past several years has enabled 

us to achieve major accomplishments – 

such as the establishment of a research 

and conservation laboratory at Yerevan

State University, the publication of 

Aramazd: Armenian Journal of Near 

Eastern Studies, and Terra Armenica, the first website of Armenian

archaeology and history, among many, many other projects.

The past is a heritage we all share. Won't you join us in our 

commitment to preserve one of the world's earliest civilizations? 

Please send your tax deductible contribution to ensure the future of 

Armenia's past.

At a time when exciting discoveries in Armenia are attracting 

the attention of scientists from the international community, it 

has never been more important to develop and support the 

infrastructure of archaeology in Armenia.

Ensuring the Future
of Armenia’s Past

340 Lakewood Drive | Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304 | 248.563.0016 | projectdiscovery@comcast.net | www.projectdiscovery.net

“Detail of Vishap” c 1,500  B.C.

Ensuring the Future of Armenia’s Past 

Project Discovery!

Tufts University professor Lucy Der Manuelian 
describes Armenia as “an archaeological 
paradise”, containing a wealth of internationally 
significant archaeological material remains which 
embody our heritage and testify to our 
contributions to world civilization.
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