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Affirming that our federal and state constitutions exist to protect the rights of minorities from the
tyranny of the majority and in the context of the current debate over same-sex marriage, we of the
Alliance of Baptists decry the politicization of same-sex marriage in the current presidential contest and
other races for public office. We specifically reject the proposed amendments to the constitution of the
United States and state constitutions that would enshrine discrimination against sexual minorities and
define marriage in such a way as to deny same-sex couples a legal framework in which to provide for
one another and those entrusted to their care.

As Christians and as Baptists, we particularly lament the denigration of our gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender sisters and brothers in this debate by those who claim to speak for God. We affirm that the
Alliance of Baptists supports the rights of all citizens to full marriage equality, and we affirm anew that
the Alliance will "create places of refuge and renewal for those who are ignored by the church."

This Statement of Concern was adopted at the Annual Meeting of the Alliance of Baptists meeting at
First Baptist Church in Dayton, Ohio.



