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The Common Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) 
(Figure 1) is one of the most invasive 
bird pests worldwide, having established 
populations in many countries outside its 
natural range. It occurs naturally in Europe 
and Asia and introduced populations occur 
throughout North America, South Africa, 
Argentina, Polynesia, New Zealand and 
eastern Australia (Figure 2). Once introduced 
to a location they can colonise surrounding 
areas, including offshore islands. In 1863, 
starlings from England were fi rst released 
in eastern Australia, where they are now 
widespread.

The first starling recorded in Western 
Australia was in 1936 when a single bird 
was observed and removed at Gingin. 
Since 1971, individuals and small fl ocks of 
starlings crossing into Western Australia via 
the Nullarbor Plain have been controlled by 
the Department of Agriculture and Food. 

Smal l  populat ions of star l ings have 
become established in the south-east of 
the State near the towns of Munglinup 
and Condingup. These birds are subject to 
continual control work that has two aims: to 
prevent an increase in starling numbers and 
colonisation of other areas, and to achieve 
the eventual eradication of starlings from 
Western Australia. Starlings have also been 
recorded in other parts of the State, such
as the Cadjebut mine in the Kimberley 
region.

Description
Starlings are small to medium-sized birds with males 
and females similar in appearance. They have distinctive 
glossy black feathers with an iridescent green and purple 
sheen. From a distance they can look plain black. In 
autumn after moulting, the new feathers have pale tips, 
which give the birds a spotted appearance. However, by 
spring these tips have worn and the birds appear glossy 

black again. The beak is blackish in colour for most of the 
year, but yellow while the birds are breeding. Young birds 
(seen spring/summer) are a dull mouse-brown colour 
(Figure 3). When they moult to adult plumage in autumn 
they have a patchy brown and black appearance, often 
with some pale spotting.

Figure 1. Common Starling in breeding plumage (photo by Blickwinkel / Alamy).





Property, industry and infrastructure can be seriously 
damaged when starlings use manmade structures as 
roost and nest sites. Work areas become unsafe and 
unpleasant for people and considerable cost is incurred 
to remove starling wastes. 

Australia showed that it was cost-effective to prevent 
the widespread establishment of starlings. 

The starling has the potential to impact on the State’s 
biodiversity by competing for tree hollows with native 
birds such as the Western Rosella. In eastern Australia, 
starlings may have reduced the breeding success of 
native parrots and in North America they have had 
negative impacts on some native bird populations.

Status and management
Under legislation administered by the Department 
of Agriculture and Food, the Common Starling is a 
declared pest in Western Australia. No starlings can be 
imported or kept anywhere in the State and any found 
are removed. 

Identifying starlings 
Although starlings are distinctive in appearance they 
can sometimes be confused with similar-sized native 
species that use similar rural habitats. A guide to 
identifying Common Starlings (Figure 6) summarises 
key differences to look for between the starling, the 
Dusky Woodswallow, Yellow-throated Miner and Purple-
crowned Lorikeet. 

Further information
Sightings of starlings should be reported to Freecall 
1800 084 881 or by emailing info@agric.wa.gov.au. 

Additional information can be obtained by visiting
www.agric.wa.gov.au.

Figure 4. Common Starlings feeding among stock in eastern Australia 
(photo by Tina Bentz).

Figure 5. A fl ock of Common Starlings in fl ight (photo by Sabine Jensen / NatuVision.com).

Risk assessment
Starlings represent an extreme risk to the economy, 
environment and community of Western Australia. A 
scientifi c risk assessment conducted by the Department 
of Agriculture and Food confirmed that the starling 
has extreme potential for widespread establishment 
in the State and to become a significant pest. An 
analysis of the economic impact of starlings to Western 




