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Ivy Club 1879

Cottage Club 1886

Tiger Inn 1890

Cap and Gown Club 1890

Colonial Club 1891          

Cannon Club 1895 1975

Elm Club 1895 1973 1978 1989

Campus Club 1900 2005

Charter Club 1901

Quadrangle Club 1901

Tower Club 1902

Terrace Club 1904

Key and Seal Club 1904 1968

Dial Lodge 1907 1988

DEC Club 1989 1998

Arch Club 1911 1917

Cloister Inn 1912 1972 1977

Gateway Club 1913 1937

Court Club 1921 1964

Arbor Inn 1923 1939

Prospect Club 1941 1959
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WWI Prohibition WWII Vietnam War

Great Depression

NJ drinking age 21 NJ drinking age 18 19 NJ drinking age 21

1969
Coeducation begins.

1969
Madison Society created, in which 
upperclassmen were able to 
have breakfast in Wilcox, lunch 
at Commons, and dinner in New 
South’s top floor cafeteria.

Stevenson Hall created in the former 
Court and Key and Seal clubs as 
a non-selective social and dining 
facility for juniors and seniors.

1957
Woodrow Wilson Lodge established for 
upperclassmen not enrolled in a club; 
this group moved to the new Wilcox 
Hall in 1961 and founded the Woodrow 
Wilson Society. Before the end of the 
decade Wilcox Hall was remodeled and 
subsequently served as the dining and 
social center for the first residential 
college, which was named for Wilson. 

1950
More than 600 sophomore members of 
the Class of 1952 (75%) signed a petition 
declaring they would not join clubs unless 
every sophomore who bickered received a  
bid to at least one club.

1978
Introduction of a sign-in and lottery 
system that was employed by the seven 
then-existing non-selective clubs.

1979
Sally Frank ’80 files lawsuit to 
contest discrimination against 
women.

2000
Frist Campus Center opened.

1982
Two-year residential college system 
implemented.

1982
Fraternities return to campus after being 
banned more than a century ago.

2007
Four-year college 
system implemented.

Timeline of the Eating Clubs  
at Princeton University

Elm Club 
merged 
with Dial 
Lodge to 
form DEC

Cannon Club  
merged with Elm Club

Cloister Inn
2nd incarnation

Elm Club
2nd incarnation

K
ey

        club is still in existence
 club is no longer in existence
 club became coed
 club became non-selective


