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There were Christiaus in the Théna district as early as the sixth
century. According to Kosmas (3355) these Christiaus belonged to the
Nestorian Charch and were undor the Metropolitan of Persia, who
appoiuted 2 bishop to Kalyin.! A letter from the Patriarch
Jesajabus 10 Simecn Metropolilan of Persia, seems to shew that
by the reidile of the seventh cenlury the missionary spirit bad grown
cold and the Christians along tho Indian Coast, were without priests.®
5till in the tenth century (942) there seem to {mrq_heen Christians
and Christan cburches at Chaul? and, early in the fovrteenth
century the Latin Friars Jordauus and Odericus found several
families of Nestorian Christians at Thina, and there seems to have
been a Christinn church at Supira* They treated the Iriars
with mnch kindness, though, nccording to Jordanus, they were
Christianz“~nly iz pame, without haptism, and heﬁi:ring that St.
Thomas wzs Christ.? Jordanus, wha was abont two vears in Supéra,
found the nagans, apparently Piirsis and Hindus, willing to listen
and be cenveried. He made thirty-five converts betiween Thins
and Supdrs, and wrote that .wo 1'riurs should be sent to Supéra’®

Nao trace =ems to be leit either of the Nestorian or of the Latn
converts” The whole present Christian pop lation seem to be
the descendants of the zonverty made first by the Franciscans
(1535 - 1543 ana afterwards Uy the Jesuiis under 3t. Fraccis
Kavier (1545-1532) and bis successars.  The chief castes of which the
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Br-:*:;em; Christian nopniatiot i3 composad are Deikwans, Prabhus,
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dchiwalzlis, Chirseishis, Sowirs, RKhoreis, Bhaoddris, Kbirpatils,

Wnnrhis, &:mbhdrs, Nodais, Dhobizs, Kolis, Bheis, Mhdirs, aud
Chombhdrs, and in Thina sonee eomverted Mussimdin svenvers?
L
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The buik o7 them ace Bhandaris, iz, and Kunbis. Excepr wimn
the Mbérs and Chimasniss the difforens Christizn sub-diTisions
ent with cme apmoiher. A3 a rulg, in marters of mavrag? ne
lower classzz keen 2 their old ensle: distincoions.  Kolis, Beanaar:s,

! Rosmas Teitkoplecszes ix Mime's Palradngim Cursus, xxxviii. 406, The reassoe
for Buiding t2ar Kosinsy Raliiena waz in Phing sot on the Malabar coast are sivenin
Places of [zizoess (Ralvanl,  Some douai- far supposing that the Kalyun Uheistians
date irom T2 sacond peatnsy art given in the History cliznter.
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Bhois, Kumbhirs, Nhévis, and Dhobis form separate custes, :nd,
when they fail to find wives among their Silsette caste-fei.:ws,
seek them in such places as Chaul and Daman. Among the kizzer
gradss intermarriage among different castes occasiopally tizes
place, and many among them cannot fell 'to what zaste ey
originally belonged. Until lately the feeling of the imparitr of
the Mhsirs remained so strong, that in some places they were ot
ellowed to draw water from the village well or to eater & chural
Of late this feeling seems to have greatly worn off. "Mhidrs are
now employed as house servants, even as cooks, and a.e allowes Yo
attend church. o '

On the establishment of Portuguese power {1534-1-53_8}_ lzze
numbers of the people of Silsette and Bassein were made Ghristuns,
This conversion was- chiefly the work -of -the great “'raniisian

missiounry Francis Antonio de Porto.? He threw down Hico tecrizg,

rebuilt them as churches, persuaded numbers to change thtr reliz=an,
and by providing orphanages and in times of war z2d fat™

filliugy them +wich desarted children, pre a class of nszve
priests.3  Afier 1548, by the help of St. Francis Xavier, the Jeszuis
were ostablished in strength in Bassein and Bindra, and by sZelr
skill in preaching brought many men of high caste to ctange Lir
religion, Thev made the day of baptism a season of rejoicinz i3

ceretnenial, and in one vear (1388) as many as 9400 conwsrts —:ire
baplised in Bassein Cathedral* After the year 1560, whe= Goa =23
made su Arvchnishopric and the Inguisition was establishe, the =7k
of reprvssing Hindu worship as well as of spreading Clhriszizair 23
carricid ou with fresh energy. ‘Till then some of the Vizzror: iad
gllowed their subjects the free exercise of their old relizzon. .2
was stonped wien Philip IL reigned over Portugal (1580- 259, :od
apparently was never aguio allowed. The copsequence was thoi iz
grearer part of the people of Bossein and Silsette were nowisi.y
Ciwisting, and. by gradual graats, about one half of Sdisezte brize
church properse.” The Jesnic College ai Pdndra was the hes.d-querirs
of the order, but most of the Silsette chuorches ang relirus
houses were held by the Franciscans. In Bassein, hy tize ezl T
the sixteenth ceutary or shorily afier, there werc houses oi &.. =2

great religious orders, and at that thne was established t== Co_sze

EMhir convaris lve {1839} ouceide of the villages. They may ziuen nier

Crratinns but iy ot tonch thelr wells, pomds, houses, of food. Or. “aris i
1550, 2,
CFAvnaeding to the stary of the Ursps and ather clatses their fors=atherr —w=
tAred Lo becnme #%riasians Ly having pleces of flesh thraom into faciz weli =0
algo fita writer ig the Opental Christian Spectator (June 1538, 235) s7eaks o e
Uil i Lharasriay wigenit and park inta the mouths &f unwilling m':'i:::‘.;lt.:n.
T orce LAY e nZen vt rame cAses, hut the Pﬂrll.igl.tt;!i.‘." ACCOUNLIS e A RLIW
that pursmasion aud incerest wove 1ne ehiei moane of cunversion. Theor treorzemt
of et Shaet vivals, the Mpsaiming, waa 5[@1:!::4' severs, As Res. V. 20, 210, =4
RHeowdy, Lo,

S T Y vianbia'y Bssen, 130 It wos this olins of natise i:-.'E{'.‘i[E, 'F".E.". woern :‘:
EH""'-F"-*:?-—.I- Portisnoze relirel fefore 2 Mardthids, wer2 able 0 i tiain -ior
pelimien in littla lets pawer than Sefore, The gnwst distinguished B S
Cheatiang ix Gunealo Gorcia, Whe was mareyeed o Japan in 1597, was ruleed o s
vark o Beatug i 1527, wad te the glory of Balut in 1852 Tr 22 (ures’a
Dwsnern, 21247, i Ny DaCenia's Bassein, 33234,
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of the Purification, a seminary for noble children, natives of these

arts, who were bmnfht up as missionaries. Some years before, at

andapeshvar, called by the Portuguese Mont Pezier, the
College of Sélsette hud been founded and endowed for the education -
of the children of converis. The ‘ptine of this coll which was
built over some Buddhist caves, are still very noticeable to the west
of theBorivli station on the Baroda r_ailnfﬂ._"-#. Jesnit Father,
who, in 1598, came to visit the houses of the Society in Indis,
rejoiced especially over the children of heathen parents received
from them by the Church ‘as roses ﬁﬁh among thorns,” and he
put four young Panjdb converts into th&udl%ga at Bdudra. Nearly
a hundred years later Fryer (1675) and Ovington (1690), who
visited Thina when the Portuguese power WA{I decayed,
found the Church gtill supreme in Sélsette, and Valle (1623),
Dellon, .(1673). himself a-victim-of the Inquisition, Gemaélli’ Careri
(1693), and ‘other seventeenth 'century -travellers describe how
rigorously both Christinns and Hindus were treated by the
Tuquisitors, the Christians if they strayed from the path of orthodoxy,
the Hindus if they practised their religious rites.!

Though Christian names were given to all elike, the Portuguese
treatwent of converts of good birth was very different from their
treatment of lower class converts. Men of rank were admitted
into the best Portuguese society and were aliowed to marry with
Buropeans. Like the Pertuguese settlers and pensioners they
received grants of land in Sdlsette and elsewhore on small quit-
rents. On the other hand, those of low birth were left in a stats
little removed from servitude. In 1675 the Portuguese gentry are
described as living in pleasant couniry seats 2!l over Silsette, like
E:!t-tj' monarchs holding rhe peuple in a perfect state of villainage.?

elween 1665 and '970, when he attacked and secured many
outlying parts of the Portuguese territorv, Shivdji is ssid to have
taken much care that the people should be puriied by Brihmans
and brought back ro Hinduism. Many of thcse reverts probably
re‘gaiued their place, aod ar2 now jost amony the mass of Hindus.
A#ter Shivdji’s death the spread of Hindui:m ceased. But when
abount, fifty vears later (1737-1743) Bassein and almost the whole of
the Portoguese territories fell to the Murdthds, many churches were
destroved and numbers of the "Christians were, according to the
local story, purified by Brihmans and admitted into Hinduism.?
Among the classes who went back to the oid religion at this time
were probablv the Bhanddris who are known as Kirpdls, perhaps
Kriydpdls, that is allowed to perform the old iites.

In the runin of the Portuguese power most Furopean and half
European families left the country, and the Portuguese monks and
other white priests were forced to follow their example. In the treaty

1

' Sowme socount of the cruelties practized by the Inguisitors is given in Hough's
Chnistisnity in India, 1. 212-237, 1 r'v New Account. 71.

! Dr. Da Conba’s Baseein, 1149, Vaupell {Teans. Bom. Geog. Soo. VII. 135) states
that the Marsthis levied’a tax i :gaoﬂ Brahmaos whose duty it was to purify
Christiane before lesting them back into casta.



nongan.)

THANA. €03

for the cession of Bassein the Portuguese government were able o
gecure for the Christians only five churches, three in Bassein city,
one in the Bassein district, and one in Silsette. 'When the conguest
was completed, the Native Christians showed more constaucy and i-e
Marithds more toleration than could have been expected. Uncsr
a Vicar General who lived at Kurla, the nalive, or as they were
called the Kanarin,! vicars managed the churches and képt. the bok
of the people from forsaking Christianity. Twenty.years lazer
Anquetil du Perron (1757) travelled through Sélsettd, and thousha
he wrote with some contempt both of the mngmgat_.iq:na and.of 1ze
priests, it is plain that the Christians were an important part jof (2e
population. No fewer than fifteen priests assisted in g festival 4¢Thd-a
in which du Perron tapk a leading part in the choir. At nine in iZe
morning the cathedral was filled with thousands of Christians, zil
of them black. The churcn was adorned with arches of palm leaves
and with pillars and balustrades of gold, silver, and coloured pap::.
The people were well->ehuved, everything was done in the greatst
order, and the voices of (he singers were accompanied by viol=s
and bassoons.? The Maidthés allowed them the freest exercise of
their religion, their processions and festivals were respected, azd
many of the Sdlseite churches were built or rebuilt aboutl =3
time (1760). -

In 1774 Sdlsette was taken by the British. But the Sdlsera
{hristians did not receive any special encouragement from the Brizi:a
Government, and in some of the earlier accounts of the disrriet {Z:7
are noticed in terms of contempt. In the years of terrible cho:ma
{1818-1820) thai followed the intreduction of Briiish rule, e=d
again in 1828, some of the Christian Kolis, finding tbat th:¥y
eufiered as much as their Hindu neighbours, took to propitiar-g
the goddess of cholera, and either left or were driven from :z2
Church® Some of these people with the help of a Pulshi Brihren
became Hindus, and are known as Uraps or Varaps, perhaps fz:m
orapue o sear with a hot iron in refereace fo the purifying ries
they are supposed to have undergone. These Uraps, though ti:y
hoid a somewhat degraded position, are now considered to belczg
to the Agri caste.' Others of those who were expelled did =t
hecome Hindus, and though cut off from the Church commurizn
stitl attend their parish churches at festivals.

=rr

! Kanarin toat is Kdnarese, a name originally given to the native elergy in C.a.
It is still i use, but is considered a term of reproach. Dr. P F.Gomes.

* Zond Avesta, [ cceoxxv.  Afterwards the Viesr gave a dinner to the priescy,
the marquitlers, and the singers. In so mixed a company thers were fuw mans- rs
and the guestas oifended du Perron by sitting on beuches xlong the sides of a long wle
'.';;ith T.]I:Lcsr legs folded under them, aud eatiag wih their fingers and elbow restiz; 2o
the table,

3+ Nairne's Christians of Salseite, 6, Vanpell (Trans. Bom. Geog. Soe. VIL. 138}
sava that the cause of the reversion was an attempt to extend the presiy
prerogative. ! | / _

L See above, p. 117. There ars Uraps also among FKolis and Kdthkaris, Sowxc of
them srem to bo Musalmdn reverts. In support of the derivation of Urap from orzne
to sear, tt may be noticed that at T4njor, in 1701, Christian reverts to Hinduisw vire
branded ou the shoulder with a red hot iron bearing the imsge of Vishau (Houm's
Christianity in India, LI, 437).
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In 1824 the whole number of Salsette Christinas was estimated

at about 10,000. At that time the lower orders were said to be
indifferent Christiaus, who, while they were in the habit of attending
a Christian sanctuary, kept in their houses symbols of the Hindu
mythology, and conti addicted to many_Hindu %upugt_u.‘_.. A few
}'&m later (1832) Mr. Warden described them ams ‘in the most
amentable state of superstitious degradation,’® and in 1838 Mr.
Vaupell wrote of them as poor, iguorant and drankes, believing in -
all Hindu ideas of demon possession sud Umcbamtment! If these
accounts are correct the Silsette Christindms -fnvey during the last
fifty years, more than doubled in mumber, gad have .a greab
advaace not ouly in their condition, but in theirsknowledge of and
their respect for their 12ligion. . |

Among Théns Christians-faces of a Eumptﬁ-mtnf & Jpegro type
are sometimes seem, but, as & rule, neither men ot women diger much
in form or feature from local Hindus of the same class. Both men
and women are neat and tidy in their dress, and there is much
picturesqueness in the tall whir:-cloth cap worn by the men of some
of the lower orders and in the women’s full-dress upper robe.

Their home tongue is Mardthi, very little different from the
Marithi sjmken by the Kuonbis aud Kolis of the district.” A few
know and a cousiderable nnmber understand an ungrammatical
Portuguese, and among some of the higher families and in the
Khotri ward of Théna town Portuguese is the home speech. Latin
is the lauguage of the Church, and most of the upper classes who
¥C to Bombay know some Euglish.

They live in substaniial tile-roofed houses with walls of wooden
planks, mud, or brick and stoxe.  The better class families geverally
bave tables, chairs, couches, bedsteads, and siools, an argand lamp,
cups, saucers, pintes, meral cocking pots, a wardrobe, a box or two,
and some pictires of the Virgin and Child and of Popes. A widdle
¢lnss family has generally ove or two benches. one or two stools,
with parhaps a single chair, cots, cups and sancers, and a few
metal and earrhen vessels. A poor fawmily bas perbaps a small
wooden siool, some mats, and some earthen vessels.

Excepr some of the richer families who Lave three meals a day
about ntae, abour one, and aboue eighe in the evenming, the bullk of
the Thana Christiaus eat only twice about noon and about eight at
zizht.  Unlike Hindus the whole of the famiiv, men, women, and
chiidren eat at the same time, and in some of The poorer houscholds
frow the same dish.  Ther Hive on vice, uigli, voni, plse, vegetables,
mutiow, beelf, pork, fowis, aund fsh, and dreiuk liguor. Oun festive
ceeasions they wnake vice cakes and eat them with murron, potatoes,
rud plantains,  They gerverally drink paim spirits calied ful, with
i thiee 1o five per ceur of alechel.  Ocensivpally some drink aad
¢Fze their gnests bevdo, that is deuble distilad palm-juice. The
wall-t6-U0 nse brandy aud Evropean wines, soms duaily and others at

o e e e o
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Fl{anulten’s Hindastan, L 172, At thic tioe aver 10U Eurnpean peasioned
valebiers Tl Aettied with therr fandbes at Thna (Dituo!,
CNirng's Salesite Christiana, 3
" lvpnz, Bom, tiong. See, VIE L3S, 139,
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weddings and other feasts. A limited number are in the babit of

ularF; drinking tea and coffee.

here is considerable variety jn their dress. _Amuni the well-to-do
the men dress in Earopean fashion, generally in black. The poorer
classes wear tight (rousers of coloured cotton cloth coming to theknee,
and an inner jersey-and . cotton jacket. Am&n%m the ~head-dress
varies greatly; the upper classes wear the B ish bet, carl-drivers
and husbandmen wear a long cylindrical white
. woollen night-cap with ‘or without a checked kerchit
the temples, fishermen wear red broadcloth caps, and’ p:

wear either skull caps or night-caps. N
Almost all the women dress in local Hindu fashiod. Amosg the

poorer classes the robw is worn tight and does not fall below thill kmee; -

the npper classes wear it full falling close to the ankle.’ Utubarried

ivls do mat draw one end of the robe over the upper parfAf their .

odies, and married women wear the upper end over the right
shonlder not like most Hindus over the right temple. The robe
is generally of cotton and in coloar dark purpley green, or biack.
The bodice is loose full-backed aund long-sleeved, and is tied in
£ ont uoder the bosom. For ordinary wear ib is of cottoa and for
special occasions of silk or of brocade. When they go to church
women cover themselves witha white sheet-like cotton robe thas
hangs from the head to the ankle, and is worn with considerable
gmm failing from the head in iree outward curves, showing the
ace and rich necklace, and caught with the hand at the waist, and
from there fulling straight to the feet. Sume years ago the women
of soms families took io wearing European petticoars and mckets,
but the tendency of late has been to go back to the Hindu robe
and bodice. - '

\Women generally wear gold earrings shaped like cockle shells,
silver necklaces in double loops, and balf a dozen China glass
hangles round each wrist. Ou high days they wear gold-heuded
linir pins, looped guld pecklaces, rings, earnngs, bangles, and large
niiver anklets,!

Wealthy families, who are village beadmen and owners of
rich garden lands, ofren bring up one or more of their sons for the
Church, and » considerable number who know Euglish aresmployed
in Bambay chiefly as clerks. The moruing trams from Andher
and Bindra are crowded with men of this class on ther way to
Lheir offices, and evening trains take them back to their homes?
The lower classes are Lusbandmen, some of thom as the VAdvals
amone the most skilfal cultivators in  the district, palm-juico
drawers, distillers, cart drivers, fishers, and labourers. A few have

' The details are - For the head the mogri worth from Ra, § to [la. 20, the mugdia
B o to s 13, the Pardb Bs. 10 w Ba. 60, and Lhe kipoti all of puid; for the
l‘l'l"'.l:'!{, of :._:-'_u'lqi ornansents, th,: _n.h{u' az, &r‘fﬂ'ﬁ, !"le’iﬂ;?‘, Fi.'ﬁfl.-'ﬂi.r dltiﬂﬁ, gﬂ!ﬁr’, ﬂ-'l'll"i
poth, mul on ailver the sarf ? for the wrists pold, silver and glass baugles; lor the
dugers gohd and silver rings; and for the feet silver anklets called Widows
do ol wear baugles, the neigedye head ornament, the pota uccklace, earvings or silves
anklets, males. : /

2 Many of them walk three or four miles from their homes to the statica, and as
early an seven may be met making their way barofool acrosa the fielda carrying their

shoes and stockings in their hands

betor &
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become mill workers. They rear large quantities of poultry and
pigs. Unlike the Goanese Christians, they pride themselves on
Eeirder taking household mrﬁﬂ:‘l with'fl}n uﬁ The Christians

old a ition amo e & 0 na. They are an
indepen ant-gpemhla cﬁs lggl‘iﬁr in  Bombay ‘nor “in - the
Thina district is & man thought léss of because he belongs to the
Christiao community. In villages where Christisns are few and
poor the Hindus may prevent them from using the wells, but
where the Christian element is strong sndincludes some of the
richer families, no objection is raised to their use of the comwmon
wells, nor is there any caste difficalty of. any kind. As a class they
are mild and anriable, clean and tidy in their habits, hardwerking
and orderly. Almost all drink freely, and among the lower olass
drunkenness is common, though probably less common than among
the corresponding class of Hindus, |

Thﬂuﬁh there are few rich families a considerable number are
well-to-do, and some of the coast villages which are altogether
Christian are among ke best villagesin the district. There is much
indebredness but almost no destitution. »

In religious matters Théna Christians belong to two bodies, those

uader the jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Goa and those under the
jurisdiction of the Vicar Apostolic of Bombay. The latterare a small
body nov numbering mose than 5000 souls, Their spiritual mattors
are managed chiely by mewmbers of the Order of Jesus. Besides at
Bdndra where thev have a church of St. Peter and two nativo
¢rphezages, they have chnrches and vicars at the villages of Méu,
Einesavli, Gordi, and Julw!
{ie main body of the Thina Clristiaus ave within the jurisdietion
ol tie Arclibishop of 3oa.  Under him ave three Viears Gieneral, of
Bantay, of Bélsette, nad of Bassein.  The Vicars Genoral of Sdlsette
ana Exssein, who are also ealled Vicars Vara or Vicars of the Rod,
are sppoluted the fosmer by Government aud the latter by the
Arcavizhop of Gen, and have control over the priests in their
chargs. Under the Vicar General of Silsette are twenty-two
priests in charge of nineroen pavish churches, seven smaller churches
attachad to parish churches, and four chapel:.? And under the
Viear Vara of Bassein are nine priests aud nine churches.’

" Deraiiy are given under T'laves of Lntervst

P and much other nfermation bas becn Findly supplied by the present Viear
Fenesl tne Very Rev, I, AL U, P, de Sousn, Detaids are given under Places nf In-

srerc, The following are -+ aaures of tite churches : Théng, the Churelt of 86 John
roe vt | Kuela, the Chussh of the Holv'Ceons ; Amboli, the Churah of St Blasius :
Fagain she Choreh of 51, Thomaz: Vali, rhe Chureh of St Xavier: Vesava,
e noskrea of Qur Lady of Henlth s Mora, the Clhucch of Qur [ady of *he Seas ;
Mr.vanh the Chureh of 3¢, Suchony; Poisar, the Church of Our l'..-uf' of Demedies ;
laaraisen the Chureh of Unr Lady of Concoption ; Bhdvndar, Our L:uﬁ" of Nozaceth ;
haaliv®w Jerome's § Muni, &= Authons’s ; Manori, St. Sebastian’s : Roli Kalyan, Our
Lotz of Zovpts Utan, Our Lady of the Yea ; Dongrl, Our Lady of Delan (Betitiehem) ;
Leomd Hady Magl s Manes, vur Lads of Help ; Marol, 5t. Joha the Evangelis: ;
Poval, Holy Tunity; Bazdra, $t. Andrew's with thice chapels, Qur Lady of
iue Meouut, B, Amve’s, and s2e Holy Cross; Uran, Our Lady of Purisication ; and
MidtReria, the Hely Craoss, / :

* The churches are : at Sindova, St Thomas ; at Dipdi, Our Lady of Graca ; at P4li,
sk Meaher of God ) at Mduikpur, St Michaels: at Davii, Our Lady of Help; at
Nirmal, dn Crup. ; at Koprid, the Holy Spicit ; at Agdshi, 5t Iagos; and at Bassoin.
Lur Ludy of Merey, : :
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The Christians have a sufficiont knowledge of the doctrines of
tleir faith, and show their attachment to their religion by freely
contributing to their churches and to the support of their priests.
As o rule they go to church regularly, and on great festivals
very few are absent, At Bdndra it is-common' to see whole
families, father, mother, and children walkiugu.tugqthar to church
carryiog their books with them. Though neithec.handsome nor
, imposing, the churches are generally large, suhtnhm_‘ild lofty.
Some cf those now in ruius bad lofty arches, tall able "
tronsepts, and high-pitched sometimes vautited -roefs. "~They have
given place to a style of building which, wlile qdita s roomy,
18 less pretentious and more suited to the capacitids of native
workmen, and at the same time is. distinct from any oo Christian
place of worship. The new churches- are - plain oblong - tiled

uildings, generally with the doorway at the-west, and a swmall
chancel at the east, but no aisles ; the larger churches have in most
cases a low squure tower at the south-east or south-west corner, and
the smaller ones a belfry. They are white-washed outside, and the
Wwest end is often puinted in colours, Inside they are gay with gildingr,
chandeliers, and pictures of saints. The high altar is sometimes very
claborate, and a few have old wooden pulpits or well carved woodon
screens,  Altogesher they are clean and cheorful and compare
favournbly with the loeal tewples or mosques. They goneral] ¥ stand
in large enclosures, and have alwavs iu frout of the west door a
large Calvary cross white-washed and adorned with the symbels of
the Passion, and generally bearing the date of the church, and a
short devotivial motto,  Votive crosses of the same sort, made
oither of stone or of wood, are common in the villares and rlong
the roads.  Widiu the last few years many of the ohurches
huve been rebnilt or restored at a surjlnriﬁing cost, the peopln
contrivuting freely to weekly offortories. The pravers arein Latin,
bui Portugeese and Mardthi praver-hooks are within the reach of all,
s0 that all who ecanread can fullow the pravers. The hymns, like
the prayers, ave in Latin, but of these also there are translations, and
the sevmous are cither in Portuguese or in Mardthi!  Fach chursh
paY¥s one or two music mastors, who, as arule, play on the violin
and in sowe churches on the harmonium. There is no lack of
awwzical taleat] but they seemn to have lost their oid foudness for
singing.?

'arvish pricstaare chosen fromall classes except Mhirs, Bhanddris,
cconverts, and ilegitimate children, Sowme of them are the sons of
landowners, suficiently well-to-do to give their children a good
education.  Orhers come from Bombay or from Goa. All %now

-

. -_.F;}

"There is an interesting Life of Clrist or Christe Purdn, originally published in
ik, whieh is ar:ll well known aud much read by the people. [t is in the home
dialect of the Thina Son or Sea Rulis, and ditters Little from the Marathi now in uge.

* In former tinws one hamlet of Trinity (probably Vihar) was specinlly noted, whoge
peaple used to eiag sacred songs while at work.  Even in the woods men and Loys
were heard chanting the ten commandments from the tops of trees, The Thana
charisters were {amous singers. Annaas Maritimos o Colorizes, Lishon [1543), 252.9873.
Anquetii du Perron (1757) notices that ia Thénn the service was most orderiy, and

thay the voives of the wingers wers accumpanied by violinw mad bassoows. Zend
Avesta, I, cocoxzy, ;
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Mardthi and Latin, and all have some knowledge of Portuguese and
# few of English. They are edacatcd at Goa and ordaiued at the age
of twenty-four by the Archbishop of Goa or his delegate. Here and
there one is found who has been to Rome. They almost always
live in houses adjoining or attached to their churches, and where the
villages are amlf one priest often serves two or three churches,

. They dress in a lnnE_ black cassock or cassock-like coat; and some
i

of them wear the biretta or four-cormered cap. As a body they
lead good lives and have an excellent influence over their people.
A few priests have monthly salaries .. Wﬁ~#¢m 21 to £3
(Ra.lﬂ-ﬁa. 50) from the Gon omsgtined have an avera
allowzace of £1 10s. (Rs. 15) » the Bt nt,
addition to this they receive from £210 ¥10 (Ru0:iRs,,100) a
month in fees'! The priests neither know praciiis medicize.
They have occasionally exorcised persons wh e beelrssipposed to
be possessed with evil spirits. But iustances gi® rare, angly nd case
13 believed to have occurred for several yearg - - Moo OO

A marked feature in the religion of the Nakve Christians is their
passion plays, These were intro%uced y the Jéstiés about the middle
of the sixteenth cearury. In 1551, a Jesnit, named Gaspar Baerrs,
estabiished a society of penitents, who, when the preacher arvnsed
feelings of sorrow and shame, lashed themselves with thongs and
cut thewselves with iren blades till the blood flowed. So eatching
was this form of self-panishment that the whole congregation often
followed the lead of the penitents, and the voica of the preather
was drowned in the whipping chorus? To this passion plavs wera
afierwards undded, which, during Leut, week aftor week, showed the
scenes that ended in Chriss’s crecifizion. In 1552 the practice wag
brought from Gea to Bassein by the Jesuit Faiher Melchoir Nu nes
Barretio; the second rector of Bassein.® At preseut the commones-
form of these plass is that the priest tells the story with all possible
liveliness of detail. Then a curtain is drawn aad tha scene is shown
with the help of irnages and decorations. Some churches bave ons
scene, others have a succession of scenes ending in the wrucifisiun.
la some places ay ac Dindra, actors are occasionally employed, bu:
as a rule the represectation is mude by wooden dummiss, Ths _
dresses and other accessories are good. In the crucifixion (ha
figure is taken from the cross by some of the ecclesiaStics, and the
whole performance is carried on with solemnity and-regarded by the
people quietly and with reverence.t

I Da Cunha's Bassein, 199. Besides offerzories tha panshionery pay from 2¢ io
10s. or 12: (Re, 1-Hs 5 or Rs. 6) 28 chasteain » wedding, and busizl feer. A mass
for the dead costs from ls. to M. (8 wnnas - Be. t%. The praceeds of these fees Ky 1o
the pricats. The Government granits are, besides s, 100 io the Vicar Generl,
monthiv ailowances of Ps. 320 ig one village, Ra. 25 in two, Hs. 7§ in coe, Re, L5 ia
thirteen, Pa, 14-8 in eight, and Ba 10 indour. C _ 3 Return, 12th Sept, 1551,

1 At Ticdpur, in 1673, M. Dellon saw in the cioisterof the Church of Misericordia
penitenta wth cocered faces and bare shon lders wounding themselves most crucir
with whips containiay bits of imo.  Ports 32! e o2 Estroupeiros, L 791.7092

' Da Cunha's Bagsein, 250- 753, _

* Da Cunha's Bassein, 249. Dellon égvﬂ the following account of a passion plas
ba saw at Térdpur on Good Friday, 1653, Daring the sermon the different mysteries
of the passice were shown 02 a stage as & tracedy o Gve acts.  In front of tlg-e LAFTy
was & curtain which waa lifted wihesever the preacher pansed,  Aftsr the =arme.
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Some of the Christian shrines have a great name am-ag E:indus
and Fdrsis, asd to a less extent among Musaltndos.! Trne chissel of
Our Lady of the Mount at Bandra, commonly catled M sant Mary
enjors special favour. On the 8th September; the titalar fewst o
the shrine, a great festiral, known as the Béndra feast, is atvinded
by nambers of Pirsis and Hindus, and throaghpat the vear small
compauvies of Hiydus and Pirsis, mostly wowen, -whade prare: for
& child or for a child’s recovery from sickness has beén sntwared,
bring thank-offerings to the shrine. Musalméns also, bat less
often than Hindus or Pérsis, make vows at Christiad shvines. and
if their prayer is auswered, offer mouey, caundles, clothes, az: oil,
sod when the recovery of some bodily organ has been the subj:ce of
the vow, silver hands, feet, eyes, or ears. £

The Kolis are the only Christians who bhave any ke=adm:ia or
council. There is no organisation for settling disputes or Duni:ing
offenders, except that the priest is sometimes appealed tc; an< chat
those who opealy practise Hindu rites, lend scundulous live:. or
negicet their Easter duties are put out of the church armyte ity
There are also brotherhoods who help at fuuerals, and ibev :ave
church comwitees with the pricst as ciairman, which admiz-ter
the temporal affairs of the different churches. Thess £ evo
commitiees and the priests in their spiritual CADACITIes are 24
already noticed, under the Viears General of Silsetie anc Dussein,
Wi i furn are responsible to the Archbishop of Goa.

Many of the lower orders of Clhristians share the local neisi i

omens, incky dars, and magic. ‘The anthority of the DEest 1 300

-

great, and bis disapproval of snch pracrices is too stvng 10 w.ow

they represented the deseent from the cfws and laid Chrisi’s image om 2 e~ On
BEAIZ LDLE Lue eatgre aticn borst ingo groans and lamentations. ' pen L Srutacon

ALLriesl, Lepitents poaaing the wav Eultin? themaslves with whi-i =L, s
Lite wilbe saen ot the country, 1wu and twa, carexing candles, then mozis tng the
Image ol Chrtet on a baer voversd with Llnek cripe atd turrounded by swansy sk

Men With twaskas aii armed.  In frout of them was an vificer, Wia =roen Juw
and nzam 1. leek at the bier. The procesaivn, preveded by droing amsd trvaeaerg
piaving smd wnieic, warched pound the village and came back to tht cze-.®.  lwion
quuteshan Portwal ¢ os Estrangeiros, 1, 2ulome)”

1“ .‘i-llll.;.llf.'l it Munad :Iuiiﬁ‘ HE LI Thlll"-“... rhu JH“'ET_H l'.l"[' thq Hﬂ‘-'l".‘ﬂ_t-':e_“'.';h SR =y
(16330 fonnnd pasaon plave.a frmtiul nena of vonversiot, I, Alvatez. 2 mar v:-h
MR faste for ornaient, fatling 30 rivk that all hiz work GXCCPL Praver T os e,
made a4 ciimiming thieatse, close YOI vabverts Wit showed a talent § ¢ weting. 1ad
tratned them in the ludian sovie of declamation,  Aftersards o Forcar ap- e
showed 1 the form o a ragedy the lide o the hinly king deimghapliat  Paopie sime
Lo fee it irom all parta of Urichinenoly and Tanjor.,  The numerous sie’s he 1ad
made conbd not heid a soail part o the sizht-seere,  The rest UM | der Tees,
The heathen were deetly impresseid and from that time hnif ol the pear e wishm: o
be Chrotdans, Lol fettivals cune 10 an end, for the podfile, alter wectnge :he
spleadour af the Christiana, said : * How can we dare to ey our childish swremones,
every one will baugh at us.' La Mizeion Du Madura, 111, 51,

' The readiness ot the Hindus (o warship Portugoeese image-: is noticed w—h ST
by soma of the ald travelless, Tavernivr (GGG savs (Haress, 11, AT, Taer wo'ihip
the Virgin Macy as represcuting Sita, puiling off their shoes. pLiking many morereieps,
purting ail into the aanp aml money juta the by, They would anint 124 “mape 1ind
offer 1t Truit sweritices 1f the Pactuguere al'owed them.' =o Ty I'evpeg, J..h..“; 0
t'ﬂﬂ.r'l Later 11737, saw wony Indians . at Thany after the s Tt the 1 elididre o
1% & 1eX1s s over 1Ineir icade, and xaw Alers Ladie 4l froon the IH.H“!, «Sene Totr oyl
heicae rhe "h'n‘gfﬂ. Zeud avesta, | cecexxv, In 1318, Aceonimy v Hamoom
{Hidestan, §f 15M a number of native women presented their enili=wn g2 :he
Makim chureh ta e hapzized heeantae they were paid a amali premium
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the worship of Hindu gods or Mausalmén saints to be openly
performed, and within the last fifty years these practices huvaefmwn
much less usual or at least are much more carefully concealed. In
Béuodra and some of the villnges near Bombay, which are under the
management of Jesuit Fathers, irregular practices sve said to bo
almost unknown. But in the more outlying villages-of Sdlsette
and Bassein some of the men and women of the’ lower clnsses,
though they do not openly worship ‘them, are said occasionally to
send secret offerings to Ganpati and his mother: Gavri, and to pay
vows to Shitlédevi, the wmall-pox”ggtldess. - Their holidays are -
Christian holidays, Sunday, Easter, andOhristmas. - Before reaping
the rice barvest they have a special thtnksgiving when the first
fruits are caried to the church and blessed g

As the Thdga Christians include many classes who have never
associated and whose onme bond of union :is their religion, it is
dificult to give an account of their ciistoms which nppﬁes to all.
The following details ave believed correctly to represenc the social

and religions observances at present in use ainong the bulk of Thiua
Christians on oceasions of Lirchs, marriages, and deaths,!

For her firit confinement a young wife goes to her parents’
bouse, taking sweetmears which she distributes nmoug her relations
and, friends. On the third or the sixth pight afrer o child is born,
many of the lower orders watch the mfant jn case i may be attacked
by the spirit Sethi, and strew gram on the doorwav that if the
spirit comes she way fuil. Excopt that the midwite sometimes
claims o fee for having warehed all night, this eusrom 2 gaid not to
be obserred among the upper classes. DBetwesn the ¢ightlh and
fifreenth dav, if the child is healthy, an appointment s made with
the purish priest, and at any hour berween sunrise and snuset the
child is taken tq the charveh by its godfather, pedeoinko, and
godmother, madrinha, followed by a companv of Iriends aud
relations.  The mother nover sros ra the christonine.,

The order of baptism is thar laid down by the Carhaiie Clinrel,
Waen the company reach the chureh door the priest. in his gurplice
and vielet srole, receives the name of the clild and asks a fow
cuestions, whick rhe elevk of the tbhureh answers for the child,
In order to drive the doril away and nwke him give place w
the Holy 8pirit, the priest thrice bifathes upon the face of the
ehild, saving, Ll ob #v, Go oub of him.' He then makes the
gigu of uhe cross upon the child’s forehead and Dreast, und lays his
hand upon its head repenting verses. Laviug a little sait 1n the
child’s mouth he again makes the sign of the crass upon irs
forehead, and repeats verses. After this the privst lave the end of
the stole upou the bodr of. the®hild, and admits hiv fww cho
church, saying, ¢ Enzer into the temple of Gud thur tiva magost
have part with Christ unto life everlusting: Amen.’ When they
have entered the church the priest, jointly with the spousory, recites
the Apostles’” Creed and the Lovd’s Prayer. *i.'&:e priest next
excreises the child, and taking spittle trom his mouth, applies it

L

tWith a few additions this section Las heen contribmind v Me, Gomuns, G, MO,
of Bomoay,
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with his thumb to the ears and nostrils of the child, saying in Lacin
in a loud voice, ‘ Thou too fily away, O Satan?’ He thea queswns
the sponsors, and anoints the child on the breast and between :he
shoulders in the form of o cross, and changing his violet stole fc= a
white stole, asks a fow questions. Then the godfather or ihe

godmother, or both, holding the child or touching the person

to be baptised, the ﬁriuat takes wdter .in & vessel sad
pours it thrice on the head of the child or person:jn sthe form of
& cross, &t the same time repeating distinctly the wirds, ‘I bapd
thee in the name of the FatEEr, ond of the Bon; and of the Haly
Ghost.’ After this the priest ancints the child on the top of zhe
head in the form of the cross, and then places a white liten cich
upon it, saying, ¢ Receive this white garment and see that tou
bringest it stainless before the judgment.seat. He then gives a
lighted candle to the child ‘or to its godfather, repeating versss,
aud ending by saring, ‘Go in peace and the Lord be with vma:
Amen.” |, The priest’s baptism fee varies from ls. 6d. to ZIa.
(12 as. - Re.1}. Among the upper classes friends are offered wie
and sweetmeas, and pear relations are feasted. The pcorer classes
burn incenze at the door of the honse before the child enzers it, zad
the guests make presemis to it of from 3d. to 2s. (2 as. - He. 1) e=d
bave a feast of country liquor, dates, gram, and molasses. T:e
priest is sometimes asked to attend the feast, but more oftez a
Fruseut of wire and. other articles is sent to his hounze. At s
east the gnestz somerimes subscribe and next day spend the mozzy
on drink. If an infaat is sick it may at any time be baptised ut =3
parents’ honse, either by the priest or by some intelligent memzsr
of the familr, or by & neighbour who has learnt the formuia, A=er
recovery the vhild is taken to church to have the holy oil applizi.
Oun the forueth day some parents take the child to church, z=1
the mother nizo govs apd s puriied. Oz that day or after w2
interval of iwas, three or five months, the voung mother goes bu:x
to her husbha=<'s house takng the child and some preseucs of swes
rice-riour balls, coccauuts, boiled gram, aud clothes.

The expenses connected with the birth of a first child vary amo:-g
the rmecli from £13 o £30 (s, 150 . Rs. S0U), among the midzs
class from £3 :0 £15+{Rs. 80 - Rs. 150), and amovng the poor fr:a
£2 104 10 £5 Rs. 25 Rs.50). The expenses connected with e
birth of a second clidd vary nmong the rich from £10 to £I)
{Rs. 100 Rs. 207, among the widdle class from £5 to £10 (Rs, &7 -
Rs. 100), and ameng the poor from 22 to £5 (Rs. 20.-Rs. 50,
For ather chilizen the birth expenses are not more than from £5
210 (Rs. 30-Rs 10U amony the rich, from £5 to £8 (Rs. 59-Rs. 30
among the miiile class, and from £2 10s to £3 (Rs. 25 - Rs, &)
among the po«:. L pafe

Among Sd.:orte Christians the marriageable age for boys isabers
fourteen aud for girls above twelve, ]ﬁ?ﬁ bors do not geners
marry till after twentr, and girls till between fourteen and sixtez.
Parents take grear puins to secure a l.lg':-nd match for their Ganghters.
They propose o0 the boy’s parents,’ aud the buy aud .girl koov

e e — e S— [
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their parents’ wishes, but except when they are grown up, which iy
geldom the cuse, they have no ckoice.  The chief point for agreement
is the amount of money the bride  expected to settle on his
wife. The swn generally varie
and sometimes rises as bigh
in the form.of oruaments,
privately arfanged; the boy"s
to the girl'sihouse, and in the
or two are; formally asked’
coudirions as to the amount . of *
o written contract is drawn up and two
enchparty. & Rings or other aricles of

betweeu the boy and 'glrl, wine an

go:by appointment.
/priest and a witness'
gtﬁﬁa \girl ‘on certain”
Among? the ' well-to-do
ies are made, one for
ry are also exchanged

| ts are gerved, and
cowe from a distauce,~’this is sometimes
followed by a dinner or supper.  After’thie betrothal, tarriage may
take plnce in o fow weeks or it may be put off for months or years,
ds suits the convenience of the purties. From two to five days
before the weddiug, boaths wre built at the brid.’s oud st the
bridegroom’s houses, and frieuds are asked to the wedding hoth by
westaye and by writing. For two or three months before the
weiding the boy and givl, if thev bave not been tanght thew before,
are instracred by the priest or rae sacristan in the docrrices of the
Cliristian faith, their Elthm'a puying the sacristun from le. to 2s.
(& ae-Re. !‘{ eack, A day or iwo before the waldding rhe boy uud
gd artend the chureh o confess and receive the communion.

Exceps amoug the Kolis, witc are married in the afrernoon with
native music, weddings take plxce berweeu eight and con in tbe
morning. The bridegroom voserally walks to chared with o
company of friends aud sheé.d by w large longhundled sitk
umbrella, If he belongs to su snper elass famile, he dresses in »
Euvopean black lat, an evenivg v frock cuat, and light waistcaat
wad rrangers, I be bolumgs o the lower claveer, bv wesrs the fuil
Eurepean dress of hryone davs,; a senviet or black wiiitary coat
with cocked. har, epaulets, kues-brecches, stockings, and sheey?
The hrinje eomes with themen of her family and sometimes with vne

2 o
=
gl

- i

' In thy vase of thy death of a wife whie bas had children the orpaments remain for
her nsband’s and chiidren's nse, 17 a2 “Coman ilics without Jeaving a child, the
GUWEY FeLurns o ber parents uiless a - urract hag bevii mage sovuring the preperty
to the husbamd, or anless sho has spevialy boquenthod it vo lim, . I3 the prenert
TATMrNS 10 the parents of the devensed womau, the burial vXpenats are deduered,
U 1ire hmrband \ies withont lasue, the v~ does 1ot whuritany of is property univs
it i3 rpevially efc her, 3 S

* A writer in the Times of India (0th 2lar Y881 gives the follewing duseription of
the bridegrovm’ s costume, A pair ulaliers culy '

e il bevvbies, o i knickerbocker,
fasrensil juse beiow the knees with a <2ir o earteow. Renler silk stockin

Farant  leather sives with larpe bucdles,  waternl silk waistevar, shirt with
wund-np aollar, a white cravar, an” E: _ligl) regimental sqarlet tail-coat with qilt
sutfens and epantvis, o daked Tat, sid Ja old swonl nerally preserved in the
(amily with great veneration aa an heishewn.  The pattern t'lm breeshes .and
waigteoat s of the. sime of the Portnouese Viveroy Do Jiwo. de Castro 11543), the
Evpimh svarlel cont of rive era 1867, “Thus gorgeoudly attired. the Bridégrown
teurh 10 chneel, stocpdng At evary few yaces fn wipe the duat ot liiy polished vlives,
il eveurtod hy-a zervant eareying 8 tzemendous colowesd damiask unsbrolla of the
davs ot Brhadie shah, Ling of Gnjarat 113300,
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or two givls os bride’s maids, aod, if it is a holiday, with the whole
compuny of wedding guests. She'rides in a palanquin, or duli, and
has o longhandled silk awmbyrella held over her. 1f she isa rich girl
she is probably dressed in modern English fashion, a white silk or
muslin gown, or a brocaded petticoat and bodice #ekita black mantle
and vai{sin the old Portiiguese style.! - Somewsiw-the ordinary full
dress, the Hindu robe and outer sheetof whie cleth, ides of the
lower classes wear a ‘Hindu robe falling to the-feet instoad of -their
short every-day robe and the white overall.

When the two parties have met in the church, the pricd; dressed in
a surplice and white stole and accompanied by at Ikl ome clerk
to carry the book and a vessel of holy water, and by%wo or three
witnesses, asks the bridegroom who stauds at the right hand of the
womau, * Wilt thou take 4. B. here present for thy lawful wife,
according to the rite of our holr Mother the Churcli?’” The bride-
groowm answers ‘I will” Then the priest puts .the samo question
to the bride, and she auswers in the same words as the bridegroom.
Then the woman is given away by her father’or friend. The man
receives her to keep in God's faith and his own, and holls her right
liand in his own right Iand, the priest savivg, 1 jein you together
in marriage in the nawe of the Fadber, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: Awmen. Then he sprinkles them with holy water.
Wihen this is done the bridegroom places upon the book gold and
silver, which are presently to be delivered into the bands of ths
bride, aud also 2 ving. whick the priest bleszes. Then the priest
spriailes the ving with hely water n the form of a cross, and the
bridegromm bating received rhe ring from the hands of the priest,
yivey gold ro the bride, and says,  With this ring 1 thee wed, this
gold [ thee give, with my body I thee worship, and with all my
worldly goods I thee endow. Having snid this the bridegreom
places the ring on the third finger of the bride’s left hand. The
nriest repeats verses, amd, if the nuprial beneaiction is to be given,
w mass is saul. Then the pricsr, standing at the epistle side of the
airar and rarning towarda the bride and bridegroom who are kneeling
belore the uliar, repeats prayers over themn. Next he returns Lo the
mukdle of the altar, repeats a verse, gives them the communion,
aud proveeds with the mass ending with a biessing.

Wiieu the ecremouy is over the company form in procession,
sometitmes led by musicians, the bride and Lridegroom coming pext
either in o carringe or palanguin, or waiking holding bands or arm in
arm und the wedding guests following.  When they reach the bride’s
house, the newly married pair stand at the entrance of the booth and
recivive their friends’ congratulations. Each friend in turn throws
a few flower leaves ov sprinkles some drops of $9se. water on their
beads, shaking hands, ov if .they are near relatidns kissing or
embracing, nngl, if they have them to give, making presents. ine
and sweetmeats are handed round, first to the bridegroom and bride,

and then to the guests. The bride and bLridegroom are then led.
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! These dresscs are Lo be had on hire at {rom 10= to £1 (Ka. 5.Rs. 10).
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into the house, and the bride’s party pass the time till dinner in
singing, joking, and making merry, Médanwhile the bridegroom’s
party leave for some neighbouring house, and before dinner brins
the bridegroom’s presents, a. rich  robe .and bodice, and a f‘ﬂ
necklace which the bride: wears'wso long s her husbar | is
alive. Amoog the well-to-do the- wedding dinner.s laid eud
served in European fashion with many dishes and European vines.
The poorer classes bave less variety, but almostalways have two
excellent dishes of cold pork, vinegar, -and spices thet remain
fresh during the whole festivities which last for al days,” A
piece of shop-made bread is set beside each guest, butthey ssldom eat
eny but home-made leavened and unleavened bresd and sweetmeats.
Tke poorest families sit on mats and eat “off 'luf-FIa, Besides
liquor they have -generally only one chief dish of pork or a 'dish
of dried prawns. When dinner is over they sing, dance, and make
merty. ' Late in the evening, or next morning, the bridegroom and
bride with the bridegroom’s pariy go to his house, where they huve
a dinner to which the bride’s near relations are asked. After the
dinoer comes wore singing, dansing, and merry-making. Next day
the bridegroom and bride are asked to the bride’s parents’ house,
and for about fifteen days the yuuniamuple pay visits to their
neighbours, friends, and relations. ch father has to pay the
priest a marriage fee of 6d. (4 annas) and a church fee of from 4s.
lo 84, (Rs.2- Rs. 4). The marriageof a son costs an upperclass family
from 2100 to £150 (Rs. 1000 - Rs. 1500), a middle class family from
£350 to £80 (Rs, 500 - Rs, 800), and a poor family from £15 to £30
{Rs. 150- Rs. 300). Exclusive of the amount of dowry which varies
from &3 to £3500 (Rs. 50-Rs, 5000), and of which £100 (Rs. 1000)
ara speut on ornawments, the cost of a daughter’s marriage is about
the same a8 the cost of 4 son’s,

When sickness takes a futal turn, the priest is scat for, aund, if
he is able, the dving man confesses, the priesc anoints him with
holy oil, end sits besides him pruying and cepeating verses.
V¥hen the sick man is dead the church huﬁ iz tolled that the parish
may know and offer prayers for his soul, aud meszages or letters
are sent to friends ata distance to tell them of the death and
of the time of the funeral, which generally takes place within
twenty-four huﬁrs. Arrangements are made with the priest as to
the style of the fupernl and the posilion of the grave.! Oa
hearing of the death peighbours come in, the body is washed and
dressed, among, the rich in its best Emrmeuts and among the poor in
a calico habit supplied by the church like a munk's robe, in shape
like a Franciscan’s and in colour’ like a Carmelite’s. After the
robing i3 over, the body is laid on a bed with a crucilix ul the
head and a candle on either side. A table is set in the largest
toom in the house covered with a black eloth, or if the dead is
a child, with a white sheet. On this the coffin is set and the

' Graves are of two classes, tump-nra!g BEI\'&I which are liable to be nsed agrin and
vary in price from 44 %o £] 104 (Re, 2- He, 15} and permanent graves, where the
dead can oever be disturbed, and which vary in cose from £7 L0s to £720 (Bs 25-
Re. 200). The prices vary indifferent parishes according to the wealth of tho people.
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»ody le:d in it, or if there is no coffin the badys is laid on the table,
Ths coffins of the anmarried are lined with white, and the bodies of
children under seven are decked with flowecs. Six or more candles
are set round the coffia or round the body if there is no coffin, -and
lighted when the priest begins to read or chant the pragers. . When
the last prayer is finished, if the dead has left.a widow she takes -oft
some of her ornaments, and, ualess shdas very young, never wears
them again. Among the mourners the men wesr black, wnd the
. women, if the family is well-to-do,"black robes, and in all cases
a shawl which near relations draw.awwer the. head and friends
wear round the shoulders. If the dead belonged to one of the
guilds or brotherhoods, of which there are sevérsl in most parishes,
the members, if there is no coffin, lendsg bier; sad themselves atignd
in their robes holding lighted candles;of. helping to carry the coffin.
When all is resd¥ the procession starts.to the charch if the priest
gues no furthier, and to the grave, if'the priest has been asked to
perform the service therc. As the funeral party moves along,
*the church bell tolls and the »riests and choristers chant hymns.
At the church or at the grave the service is read with fawer or
more prayers, according to t'ie arreugement made with the cEriest.
Uunbaptised children, or people who have been put out of the chorch,
are buried by themsclves m unconsecrated ground. When the
service is over all return to the house of mourning, and the gnests
condole with the members of the family, holding their kacds or
embracing them if they are near relations. Some special Ziends,
those who have cowme from a distance or have been most kelpful,
are asked to stay and share the next meal which is generalls plain,
one or two dishes of meat or fish and owe or two glasses of wine.
In some eases friends come on the seventh dav after a dea:za, and
go with the monrning family lo the church to pay for the de2d aud
then veturn to their house to dine. Formerly iriends suppiied all
that was wauted for the fuzeral dinzer, meluding the expons: of the
dinper or supper after the curemony isover, but tnis enstom tas died
ont., The cost of a fuveral varies {rom £i% Lo £39 {Rs 100-
Rs. 500) in the case of arich family ; among the middle classes from
£2 10k to L1 (Rs 25-Rs 100) ; and anong the humbier classes
from L1 to £3 (Ro 10- Re 30). In some cases religivus services
are held on the third and more eoften on the seveuth dar after a
death, at thie end of 2 mouth, at the end of & yvear, and in some eases
every veur, ‘The expeuse on each occasivn varies frow 2. to £2 10
{Re. 1 - Rs, 23).

Clivistians, as a rule, are anxions to give their sons scme
schooling. The well-lo-do send them to St. Mary’s School or to
St. Xavier’s College in Bombay, The sons of'the poorer classes,
besides getting religious instrnetion from the priest, @0 to the
ordinary Government schools, or to the parish schools where rsading,
writing, eatechism, and music are taught! Besides the paris
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U There zre eleven parsn schuals rn Silsetze Ueac widh 130 11'!.1‘:“1, Banozx wilh
V23, Thaoa with §3. Kole Kalydn with 532, Utan with 44, Mars! with 10, K==l with
A4, Amhnli with 45, Parla with 15, and twn tehnlara &, G,
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