Route description

This route takes you through a former estate rich in
horticultural and historic interest, on surfaced and grass
paths with some hills.

Distance
2.5 miles 4 km.

Average Time
1 hr 10 mins — 1 hr 20 mins (More if you spend time in the
rose gardens).

Access

By bike - The park is accessible from NCN Route 9.

By bus - Metro service 8A, 8B, 8C from City Hall. Get off
at the junction of Upper Malone Road and Finaghy Road
South: walk along the Upper Malone Road for one mile
(1.6 km) to the start of the route. Ulsterbus service 21 to
Drumbeg from Europa bus station (Mon-Fri only).

By car - Entrances signposted off the Upper Malone
Road. Enter at lower car park.
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History

Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon
Park was given to Belfast
by Lady Dixon in 1959, in
memory of her late
husband. Originally formed
in the mid-eighteenth
century as Wilmont Estate,
this area was first inhabited
by the Stewarts, a farming
family from Scotland. In the
mid 1800s the estate was
bought by the Bristow
family, who built a new
house — Wilmont House,
completed in 1859.

The estate then also
comprised a walled garden,
informal planting and gate
lodges. The house and
estate changed hands
several times, finally coming
to the Dixons in 1919.

the dummy window, painted on the brickwork of Wilmont House to balance the exterior.

the top roses sent for trial each year from around the world.
red and grey squirrels in the wooded areas of the park.






