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Curricula-vitae (to be updated)  

 

Mr Esko Aho 

Esko Aho has had a long and distinguished career serving Finnish society. He held the 
post of Prime Minister of Finland from 1991 to 1995. During this period, Finland 
overcame a deep economic recession and made the historic decision to join the European 
Union. After the 2000 presidential campaign, Aho joined Harvard University for one year 
as a lecturer, and following his retirement from the Finnish Parliament, he worked as a 
private consultant.  Esko Aho was appointed President of the Finnish National Fund for 
Research and Development, Sitra, as of 1 July 2004.  

Esko Aho was born in Veteli in 1954. After passing the matriculation exam, he continued 
his studies at the University of Helsinki and was awarded a Master of Social Science in 
1981. During his studies, Aho was already actively involved in politics and working life. 
His many activities included serving as Chairman of the Youth Organisation of the Centre 
Party from 1974 to 1979, as Political Secretary to the Minister for Foreign Affairs from 
1979 to 1980, and as a presidential elector for the first time in 1978. Between 1980 and 
1983, he also served as the trade promoter for the municipality of Kannus.  

Aho was elected to Parliament in 1983, and he was the Chairman of the Centre Party from 
1990 to 2002. During his parliamentary career, he was a member of several key 
committees, such as the Grand Committee, which he chaired, the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, and the Finance Committee, as well as of the Nordic Council and the Finnish 
Delegations to the Council of Europe.  

Esko Aho has published several books and other publications (Avaimia Yhdysvaltain 
tuntemiseen 2004, Sattuma suosii valmistautunutta 2003, Kolmas kierros 2000, 
Pääministeri 1998 ja Tulevaisuus on tehtävä 1997), and during his long career has held 
over thirty positions of trust, including elector in the presidential elections of 1978, 1982 
and 1998, Vice-Chairman of Liberal International from 1994 to 2002, Chairman of the 
Finnish Ski Association from 1996 to 2000, and Vice-Chairman of the Finnish Olympic 
Committee from 1997 to 2000.  

Aho is an invited member of the Club de Madrid, an independent organisation dedicated to 
strengthening democracy whose members are former heads of state and government, the 
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Science and Technology in Society Forum (STS), and the InterAction Council, an 
organisation consisting of former heads of state and government which seeks solutions to 
the economical, political and social problems confronting humanity.  

Esko Aho was invited to head a group of experts on reinforcing EU research and 
innovation performance, which submitted its report to the European Commission in 
January 2006. 

Prof. Dr.-Ing. E.h. Hans-Olaf Henkel 

Hans-Olaf Henkel was born in Hamburg on March 14, 1940. After completing a 
commercial apprenticeship and his studies at the University for Economics and Politics in 
Hamburg, he joined IBM Germany in 1962. After holding various executive positions in 
Germany, the U.S., Asia as well as at the European headquarters in Paris, he was 
appointed President of IBM Germany in 1987, Vice-President of IBM in 1989 and 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of IBM Europe, Middle East and Africa in 1993. 
He was President of the Federation of German Industries (BDI) from 1995 through 2000. 
Between 2001 and 2005  Mr. Henkel was President of the Leibniz Association which 
comprises of 84 state-funded research institutions in various scientific disciplines. Since 
2000, he lectures as Professor of International Management at the University of 
Mannheim. 

Mr. Henkel is a member of the Supervisory Boards of Bayer AG, Leverkusen; Continental 
AG, Hanover; DaimlerChrysler Aerospace AG, Munich; EPG AG, Sarrebruck, SMS 
GmbH, Düsseldorf; the Swiss publishing company Ringier AG, Zofingen as well as 
Brambles, Sydney/London. He is an active member of Amnesty International.  

In 1991 Mr. Henkel received an Honorary Doctor’s degree from the Technical University 
of Dresden, in the same year he was declared "Environmental Manager of the Year“ by the 
Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) and received the “Innovation Award of German 
Industry” by the Magazine “Wirtschaftswoche”. Since 1998 he published his books “Jetzt 
oder nie”, followed by three bestsellers: “Die Macht der Freiheit“, “Die Ethik des Erfolgs” 
and “Die Kraft des Neubeginns”. He is author of numerous articles in books and 
periodicals on political issues, business and science. In 2001 he was awarded the “Cicero-
Award” (“Best speaker of Germany’s business community”). A year later he received the 
international writers’ award “Corine” as well as the “Ludwig-Erhard-Award” for his 
publishing achievements on economic matters. In 2006 Henkel received the “Deutscher 
Mittelstandspreis”, in 2007 the Hayek-Medal in recognition for his engagement for a 
liberal society. Together with the Ex-President of the Republic, Roman Herzog, and others 
he founded the “Konvent für Deutschland” which aims at changes to the German political 
decision making system. In 2005, scientists named a newly discovered butterfly species 
after him (“Bracca olafhenkeli”). Henkel is father of four children. 

Dr Pavel Telička 

– Born on the 24 August 1965 in Washington DC, USA. 

– 2003 17 January, designated Ambassador, Head of the Mission of the Czech Republic 
to the European Communities, Brussels 

– 1999 1 October, State Secretary for European Affairs, First Deputy Minister 
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– 1998 12 January, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, shortly after also Chief 
Negotiator for the accession of the Czech Republic to the EU 

– 1996 1 December, Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Director General of Integration Section 

– 1995 1 April, Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Director of the EC Department 

– 1991 Mission to the European Communities 
– 1 January 1993 - Head of Mission a. i. 
– November 1993 - Deputy Head of Mission 

– 1986 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
– December 1990 - adviser in the CSFR delegation for the negotiations on the 

Europe Agreement 
– 1 April 1988 - International Law Department, Unit of private international law 
– 1 September 1986 - International Law Department, Unit of public international 

law 

– 1986 graduated from the Faculty of Law, Charles University, Prague 

Professor Nicoletta Stame 

Nicoletta Stame teaches Social Policy at the University "La Sapienza", Rome. She was a 
co-founder and the first president of the Italian Evaluation Association. She is the 
President of the European Evaluation Society for 2004-05. Nicoletta is interested in the 
theory and methods of evaluation. She is the author of "Strategie familiari e teorie 
dell'azione sociale" (Milan, 1990), "L'esperienza della valutazione" (Rome, 1998) and of 
many essays in volumes and journals. Her professional background includes researches on 
socio-economic development, industrial policies, family business and political 
participation. She has evaluated programs of enterprise creation, aid to SMEs, social 
integration. Her work aims at enhancing the evaluation capacities of public administrators, 
program implementers and beneficiaries. 

Professor Luc Soete 

Luc Soete, a Belgian national, became joint Director of the United Nations University 
Institute for New Technologies (UNU-INTECH) and the Maastricht Economic Research 
Institute on Innovation and Technology (MERIT), in 2005, overseeing the integration of 
the two institutes to form the new research and training centre, UNU-MERIT. He was the 
founding director of MERIT, which he set up in 1988, and Professor of International 
Economics (on leave) at the Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, 
University of Maastricht. He was appointed member of the Dutch scientic advisory body 
Adviesraad voor Wetenschap en Technologie (AWT), in January 2004. Before coming to 
Maastricht in 1986, he worked at the Department of Economics of the University of 
Antwerp, (UFSIA), the Institute of Development Studies and the Science Policy Research 
Unit both at the University of Sussex, and the Department of Economics at Stanford 
University. Professor Soete completed his first degrees in economics and development 
economics at the University of Ghent, Belgium, before obtaining his DPhil in economics 
at the University of Sussex. His research interests cover the broad range of theoretical and 
empirical studies of the impact of technological change, in particular new information and 
communication technologies on employment, economic growth, and international trade 
and investment, as well as the related policy and measurement issues. 
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Prof. Michel Cosnard 

1975 : Engineering degree from "École nationale supérieure d'informatique et de 
mathématiques appliquées de Grenoble".  

1975 : Master of Science in Applied Mathematics from Cornell University (USA) - 
Advisor: J.J. MORE.  

1983 : PhD from Grenoble University (France) - Advisor : F. ROBERT.  

1985 : Habilitation from Grenoble University (France).  

Positions:  

1978-1979 : Research Assistant at CNRS - IMAG Laboratory (France).  

1979-1981 : Assistant Professor at San Carlos University (Guatemala).  

1981-1987 : Permanent Researcher at CNRS - IMAG Laboratory (France).  

1987-1990 : Associate Professor at École Normale Supérieure de Lyon (France).  

1990-1999 : Full Professor at École Normale Supérieure de Lyon  (France).  

1999-2002 : Full Professor (exceptional class) at École Normale Supérieure de Lyon  
(France), in position at INRIA.  

2002-         : Full Professor (exceptional class) at Université de Nice - Sophia Antipolis 
(ESSI)  


